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Address and Remarks 
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All Members 
All Members 
All Members 


All Members 


All Members 
All Members 
Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 


SUBJECT 


Comments Bill 1394 and 1395 Public Parking Authority 
Discussion - Water and Sewer Authority 
Comments on Bill 1761 Designation certain structure 
located at 121-123 First Avenue (also known as 102- 
122 Boulevard of the Allies), designated as Block 
and Lot Number l-G-125, in the First Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh 


Commending the United Way, all the sponsors and all of 
the volunteers who contribute to make Day of Caring 
such a tremendous success 
Discussion Audit of School District of Pittsburgh 
Discussion Bill 1657, Curfew legislation 
Discussion - on a bill requesting that Deborah 
Miskovich file a complaint with the Federal 


Communications Commission about four new 
channels that TCI is imposing and charging $1.05 for 
expanded basic service 


Discussion - Resolution fo rmin g advisory Board to 
address vacancies on City Council 
Discussion - COP Officers Shifts 
Discussion - Bill 1453, Com plaint to Federal 
Communication Commission regard TIC rate 
increase, comments 

Update on the Community Oriented Police Program 
Discussion - Water Sewer Authority 
Commending Dan Onorato, for his Bill 1457 

Unannounced Inspection of Personal Care Homes 
Comments on Bill 1409 - Agreement with Rector, 
Church Wardens and Vestry of Calvary Protestant 
Episcopal Church 
Discussion - Pirate Negotiations 
Discussion - rate increase, TCI 
Comments on Bill 1116, Historic designation of Greater 
Faith Tabernacle Church of God 


Comments - Bill 1276 - Ordinance zoning district 

boundary lines located between Baum Boulevard and 
Centre Avenue and between Morewood Avenue and 
South Millvale Avenue 
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SPEAKER 
Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 


Address and Remarks 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Commending Councilwoman McDonald and 201 

Councilman O'Connor for the leadership of the i ss ue 
of Home Rule Charter Advisory Board 
Discussion - Ethics Board Appointments 204 

Discussion Bill 1592 - Resolution the 214 

transfer of $13,750.00 from Code Account Public 
Safety Training to Code Account Highway Safety 
Project Grant, Public Safety 

Supporting Bill 1642, Supporting the Save Candy Clark 234 

Bar 

Discussion - Jewish Community Center 238 

Discussion - closing of 911th Airlift Wing of the U.S. Air 256 

Force Reserve 

Th a nking his colleagues for their support of the 322 

Pittsburgh Growth Initiative 

Discussion - Crime Lab 445 

Discussion - TCI, late fee 493 

Discussion - Bill 1816, An Ordinance supplementing the 657 


Pittsburgh Code, Tide Two Fiscal, Article IX, 
Property Taxes, Chapter 263, real Property Tax and 
Exemption by creating a tax relief progr am for 
certain residents 65 years of age or older 


Discussion Bill 1800, matching funds for the Bike 658 

Oakland Project 

Discussion - Burglaries in the district, would like to see 726 

the COP start at 12 Noon rather than 3:00 pm. 

Bill 2010 Grant in connection with 1993 CDBG 988 

Program, so as to decrease a line item in the 
Department of Public Works (Picket Fence Program) 

Discussion - S umm er Job Program 1079 

Discussion - Thanking the Public Safety Department for 1099 

the tremendous help during the storms last week 
Discussion - Bill 2010 - Picket Fence Program 963 

Discussion, bill 2163 warrant in the amount of 992 

$13,000.00 payable to Mary Clark Curry final 
settlement of trip and fall accident that occurred on 
the sidewalk in from of 2200 Centre Avenue 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER SUBJECT r 

Cohen, Dan Discussion Bill 2246 - Council of the City of Pittsburgh 1000 

urging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpark on Saturday, August 5,1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh remain the home of the 
Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 

Cohen, Dan Discussion - drowning at Homewood Swimming Pool 1007 

Cohen, Dan Discussion - Regional Asset District Monies for regional 1012 

parks 

Cohen, Dan Discussion - Lifeguards at swimming pools 1 043 

Cohen, Dan Supporting Councilman O’Connor's resolution regarding 1047 

stale legislature to decide one way oi*another on the 
issue of legalized gaming Bill 2283 

Cohen, Dan Discussion on his bill regarding trash pickup 1 048 

Cohen, Dan Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 1343 

Hauling of Municipal Waste 

Cohen, Dan Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 1348 

Hauling of Municipal Waste 

Cohen, Dan Discussion -to formally call on the Governor, our two 1355 

United States Senators, the County Commissioners 
and the Mayor to meet as soon as possible with 
Westinghouse Chairman Michael Jordan and any 
other representatives of Westinghouse to explore 
ways in which we can keep Westinghouse here in 
Pittsburgh 

Cohen, Dan Discussion - Cable Committee, Telecommunication Bill 1370 

Cohen. Dan Discussion - Imprest Fund for Public Safety Department 1374 

$40,000.00 

Cohen, Dan Discussion - Bill 2253, Title Seven - Business Licensing, 1379 

Chapter 765, Commercial Hauling of Municipal 
Waste, by limiting the times of commercial waste 
pick-up in relation to proximity to residential area 

Cohen, Dan Urging the U.S. Senate and President Clinton to oppose 1431 

the drastic spending cuts to education programs 
found in the H.R. 2127 

Cohen, Dan Declaring September 17,1995 as East End Cooperative 1434 

Ministry Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Cohen, Dan Discussion - Leather glove controversy in the Police 1511 

Department 

Cohen, Dan Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 1757 

3 



Address and Remarks 

SPEAKER SUBJECT PAGE 

Cohen, Dan Discussion Bill 2601, Ordinance regarding Vendors & 1843 

Peddlers, recomittal 

Cohen, Dan Discussion Bill 2679, Swimming Pools 2001 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Bill 1420 Water and Sewer Authority 57 

Cusick, Joe Commending Director Deborah Miskovich on Bill 1466 - 77 

purchase of fuel for City Owned vehicles 

Cusick, Joe Discussion Bill 1409 - Agreement with Rector, Church 79 

Gardens and Vestry of Calvary Protestant Episcopal 
Church 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Bill 1493 - Warrant in favor of Robin A. 96 

Gibson - automobile damage - $1,558,39 

Cusick, Joe Bill 1499, Residential Parking permit Program in the 156 

Crawford Roberts Community 

Cusick, Joe Commending Assistant Chief Mofatt, Commander Byrne 182 

and Zone 4 for their outstanding job in apprehending 
the person in the shooting incident up in Beechview 
Area 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Liberty Tubes Interchange Project 218 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Proposed Curfew Bill 271 

Cusick, Joe Asking Council to pass the Curfew Legislation, upon 272 

passage of House Bill 22 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Bill 1617 - Liberty Tunnel Feasibility Study 328 

Cusick, Joe Thanking Council for their support on the reward to 334 

the individuals responsible for vandalizing St Pius 
Church 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Bill 1498 - Ordinance, amending Chapter 382 

921.02, Zoning District Map Nos. 7 and 8 , certain 
property bounded by McKinney Lane 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Curfew Legislation, Sensitivity Training 390 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Pioneer Avenue 480 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Curfew Legislation 480 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Curfew legislation 653 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - new concession stands and bathrooms at 725 

Brookline Memorial Park 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Trip to New Orleans regarding Curfew 774 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Project Safe Summer and the Helmet 1076 

Initiative 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Thanking the Public Safety Department and 1097 

the Fire Department for their work during the storms 
this week in Overbrook and the South Hills Area 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER SUBJECT PAGE 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Bill 2287 - Closing of the Banksville facility 1336 

Cusick, Joe Commending and honoring Overbrook Teen Council for 1437 

their many achievements this past year 

Cusick, Joe Declaring September 12,1995 as Fran Accamando Day 1439 

in the City of Pittsburgh 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Neighborhood School Issue 1509 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 1757 

Cusick, Joe Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 1871 

1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1, 1995, 
in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Cusick, Joe Discussion Tax Amnesty lg48 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion - COP Officer Shifts, post agenda 9 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion - Environmental Services Contract 11 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Timothy Ivey who will lead Council meeting 13 

of January 10,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 
Ferlo, Jim Comments brought forward on bill 1456 22 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion Community Oriented Policing 26 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Matthew Crowley who will lead Council's 35 

meeting of January 17,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Commending Dan Onorato on Bill 1457, Unannounced 63 

Personal Care Home Visits 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing the Pledgee Guest Speaker for January 24, 68 

1995 - Regina Pallotta 

Ferlo, Jim Requesting Information on the design of COP Station at 77 

The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust Buil ding 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion - Bill 1468 - Contract for various repairs and 78 

renovations to City facilities 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion Bill 1409 - Agreement with Rector, Church 79 

Wardens and Vestry of Calvary Protestant Episcopal 
Church 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Shannon Kennedy who will lead Council 90 

Meeting of January 31,1995 

Ferlo, Jim Audits from the Controller's Office 94 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion - Bill 1394 Residential parking Permit 84,85 

Program and Bill 1395 Public Parking Authority 
Ferlo, Jim Discussion - Pirate Negotiations 111 
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Address and Remarks 


PAGE 

140 


SPEAKER 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo. Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 


Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 


SUBJECT 

Introducing Shelena Scott who will lead council meeting 
of February 7, 1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 
Discussion - Bill 1499 Resident Parking Permit 
Crawford Roberts Community 
Introducing Georgia Bekas who will lead council's 
meeting of February 14,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Comments on Bill 1560 Resolution authorizing the 
Mayor on behalf of the City of Pittsburgh to file an 
application with the Environmental Protection 
Agency for a $2000.00 Brownfields Pilot Program 
Grant 

Introducing Dana Liss, who will leading Council's 
meeting of February 21,1995 in the Pledge of 
allegiance 

Home Rule Charter Advisory Board - Eric Marchbein, 
Michael Lamb, Tom Grealish, Lois Cam i Mel 
Madden, Sam Asbaugh, Carol Crumby, Stu Cohen, 
Estella Smith, Amie Horvitz, Gil Lancia, K. Leroy 
Irvis, Jim Cunningham, Marion Damek and Leon 
Abromovitz 

Comments on Home Rule Charter Advisory Committee 
Appointments 
Ethics Board Appointments 

Discussion - Bill 1581, Operate Emergency Shelters for 
the homeless in the City of Pittsburgh 
Discussion Bill 1592 - Resolution authorizing the 
transfer of $13,750.00 from Code Account Public 
Safety Training to Code Account Highway Safety 
Project Grant, Public Safety 
Discussion - Liberty Tubes Interchange Project 
Thanking the Law Department and Chief Bufford, the 
Police state, in helping to close a nuisance bar in 
Lawrencevilie - Sharps Bar 
Closing of Clark Candy 

Introducing Amir Clemmons, who will lead Council's 
meeting of February 28,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Discussion - 911th Airlift Wing 


156,129 
167 

183 

189 

201 

201 

202 

212 

213 

220 

225 


227 

229 

256 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

269 

Ferlo, Jim 

Requesting Mr. Sirabella and Mr. Schmitt to come before 
Council to discuss the proposed DJS System on line 

Ferlo, Jim 

House Bill 22 

274 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Katie Rouse, who will lead Council's 

Meeting of March 7,1995 in the Pledge of 

Allegiance 

299 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Pittsburgh Pirates 

339 

Ferlo, Jim 

Scheduling Public Hearings in the District regarding 
curfew legislation 

339 

Ferlo, Jim 

Special prayer for FOP President, Lieutenant Pat 

McNamara who is in the hospital 

354 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Kara Tarawaly and Thomas Sands who will 
lead Council meeting of March 14,1995 in the 

Pledge of Allegiance 

354 

Ferlo, Jim 

Presenting Paula Howard, Principal of Fulton School 
with the Outstanding Community Service Award for 
outstanding community service rendered to 
emergency fire victims of the North St Clair 
apartment fire February 14,1995 

355 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Bill 1498 - Ordinance, amending Chapter 

921.02, Zoning District Map Nos. 7 and 8, certain 
property bounded by McKinney Lane 

383 

Ferlo, Jim 

Curfew Hearing Dates, April 5,11,17 and 18 1995 at 
various schools 

390 

Ferio, Jim 

Informing Council that the Home Rule Charter Advisory 
Board will be meeting every other Wednesday, 
beginning March 22,1995 at 6:00 pjn. and thi the 
public has been invited 

391 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Jordan Reber who will lead Council's 
meeting of March 21,1995 with the Pledge of 

Allegiance 

410 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Allegheny County Crime Lab 

446 

Ferio, Jim 

Introducing Leah Ginser, who will lead council's meeting 
of March 28,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

452 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Pittsburgh Pirates Article in Post Gazette 

478 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Max Rudolph who will lead Council's 

meeting of April 11,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

505 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Kesi Chen & Laura Smith who will lead 

Council's meeting of April 4,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

482 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

Ferlo, Em 

Introducing Doneika Harber and Sandra Casto who will 
lead councils meeting of April 18,1995 in the Pledge 
of Allegiance 

643 

Ferlo, Em 

Introducing Sandra Casto who will lead Council 
of April 18,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

643 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion • Curfew legislation 

653 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion Bill 1800, matching funds for die Bike 

Oakland Project 

659 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Shannon Whalen who will lead council 
meeting of April 25,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

670 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Bill 1841 Cooperation Agreement with 

687 


County of Allegheny for the reimbursement of the 
City’s share of the cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the liberty Tunnel, South 
Portal/Route 51 Intersection 


Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Meredith Adlesic who will lead councils 
meeting of May 2,1995 in the pledge of allegiance 

693 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Shaunna Carter, who will lead Council 
meeting of May 9,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

730 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Bill 1861, Agreement with Pittsburgh 

Downtown partnership for salaries and related costs 
of implementing the Pittsburgh's Picking Up 

Program, cost not to exceed $65,000.00 

756 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Bill 1948 - Urging the Governor, 

Pennsylvania House Representatives and Senators to 
oppose PA House Bill 360 which seeks to abolish 
affirmative action programs., including those of 
veterans and the disabled 

764 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Amanda Kunesky who will lead Council's 
meeting of May 17,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

780 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Amy Herrle who will lead Council's meeting 
of May 31,1995 

863 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Jennifer Hays who will lead Council meeting 
of June 6,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

915 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Michael & Ken Waiywoda who lead 
council's meeting of June 13,1995 in the pledge of 
allegiance 

958 

Ferlo, Jim 

Bill 2010 Grant in connection with 1993 CDBG 

Program, so as to decrease a line item in the 

Department of Public Works (Picket Fence Program) 

988 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

Ferlo, Jim 

Planning Commission legislation dealing with group 
home situation in the City of Pittsburgh 

996 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Dontae Payne who will lead Council's 
meeting of June 20,1995 in the Pledge of allegiance 

1019 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - School Board, busing issue and possible 
funding horn Harrisburg 

1038 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing D J. Moskiewski who will lead Council's 
meeting of June 27,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

1054 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Project Safe Summer and the Helmet 

Initiative 

1072 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Juneteenth Celebration at South Stadium 

June 17 and 18th 

mi 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Joey Trovato, who will lead council meeting 
of July 6,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

1153 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Martin Media Proclamation 

1156 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Bill 2010 - Picket Fence Program 

961 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Jessica McDonald, who will lead council 
meeting of July 11,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

987 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion Bill 2246 - Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
urging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpark on Saturday, August 5,1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh remain the home of the 
Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 

999 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Regional Asset District Monies for regional 

parlfg 

1010 

Ferlo. Jim 

Comments Bill 2163 - Warrant in favor of Mary Clark 

Curry - $13,000.00, final settlement for fell 

1014 

Ferlo. Jim 

Introducing Mark Melodia who will lead Council's 
meeting of July 18,1995 in fee Pledge of Allegiance 

1242 

Ferlo, Jim 

Introducing Angela Zwitch, who will lead Council 

Meeting of August 1,1995 

1313 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion on Bill 2264 - Transfer of $100,000.00 from 

Code Account 1545 Street Lighting Contract, 

Department of Public Works to Code Account 1075, 
Miscellaneous Services, Department of Law 

1033 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Bill 2287 - Closing of the Banksville facility 

1334 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion - Bill 2266, encroachment for Ernest Stem & 
Family 

1339 

Ferlo, Jim 

Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 

Hauling of Municipal Waste 

1342 
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SPEAKER 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 


Address and Remarks 

SUBJECT 

Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste 

Discussion -to formally call on the Governor, our two 
United Stales Senators, die County Commissioners 
and the Mayor to meet as soon as possible with 
Westinghouse Chairman Michael Jordan and any 
other representatives of Westinghouse to explore 
ways in which we can keep Westinghouse here in 
Pittsburgh 

Introducing Kim Federovich who will lead council's 
meeting of August 7,1995 in the pledge of allegiance 

Discussion - Public Works employee, who is responsible 
for graffiti removal 

Introducing Jimmy Wissman who will lead Council's 
meeting of September 7,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Informing Council of the education activities during June 
17 Project Safe Summer Helmet Distribution Date at 
43 locations around the City 

Introducing Martel Brown who will lead Council 
meeting of September 12,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Declaring September 17,1995 as East End Cooperative 
Ministry Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Saturday, September 16,1995 as Baum 
Boulevard Exxon Celebrity Pump Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Introducing Carla Dicianno, who will lead council’s 
meeting of September 19,1995 in the pledge of 
allegiance 

Discussion - Keystone Municipal Services Bill 

Discussion - Leather glove controversy in the Police 
Department 

Introducing Danielle McGinnis and Troy Marder, who 
will lead council's meeting of September 26,1995 in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 

Introducing John Davis who will lead council's meeting 
of October 3, 1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 


PAGE 

1345 


1361 

1385 

1396 

1396 

1429 

1434 

1450 

1475 

1495 

1511 

1539 

1562 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER SUBJECT PAGE 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Todd Still wagon, who will lead council’s 1609 

meeting of October 10,1995 in the pledge of 
allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Danny Hertzberg who will lead council’s 1647 

meeting of October 17,1995 in the pledge of 
allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Tenant Council's election in Northview Heights and the 1674 

role that HUD is playing 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Nicholas Neil who will lead council's 1685 

meeting of October 24,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Katie Cusick, Ryan Wood and Christine 1 775 

Schreiner who will lead council's meeting of October 
31,1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 1751 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Bethany Villella who will lead council's 1830 

meeting of November 8,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Katie Cusick, Ryan Wood and Christine 1775 

Schreiner, who will lead Council meeting of October 
31, 1995 in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion Bill 2601, Ordinance regarding Vendors and 1841 

Peddlers 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion Bill 2601, Ordinance regarding Vendors & 1845 

Peddlers, recomittal 

Ferlo, Jim Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 1870 

1995, November i, 1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1,1995, 
in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing Brandon Charles Thomas who will lead 1885 

council’s meeting of November 13,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Ferlo, Jim Introducing James Calfo, who will lead Council meeting 1961 

of November 28,1995 in the Pledge of allegiance 

Ferlo. Jim Introducing Kristina Terrell who will lead Council's 1979 

meeting of December 5, 1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 
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SPEAKER 
Ferlo, Jim 


Ferlo, Jim 


Ferlo, Jim 
Fexlo, Jim 


Ferlo, Jim 


Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 


Address and Remarks 

SUBJECT 

Introducing Tyreana Barrow who will lead council’s 
meeting of December 12,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Introducing Amy DeGregorio who will lead Council 
Meeting of December 27,1995 in the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Introducing Terra Hienald who will lead council's 
meeting of December 19,1995 
Discussion - Bill 2751, Operating Budget and the 1996 
Community Development Block Grant Program and 
approving the 1996-2001 Capital Improvements 
Introducing Dane Hetland who will lead Council’s 
meeting of May 23, 1995 
Discussion - Disposal of Christmas Trees 
Comments on Bill 1456 brought forward 
Community Oriented Policing Program 
Discussion - Performance Audit of the Swimming Pool 
Division of Parks and Recreation 
Discussion - Bill 1498 - Ordinance, amending Chapter 
921.02, Zoning District Map Nos. 7 and 8, certain 
property bounded by McKinney 
Discussion - Curfew legislation 
Discussion Bill 1800, matching funds for the Bike 
Oakland Project 

Discussion - Bill 1811 - Contract for the purchase and 
rehabilitation of various swimming pools 
Discussion - Bill 1841 Cooperation Agreement with 
County of Allegheny for the reimbursement of the 
City's share of the cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, South 
Portal/Route 51 Intersection 
Bill 2010 Grant in connection with 1993 CDBG 
Program, so as to decrease a line item in the 
Department of Public Works (Picket Fence Program) 
Discussion - Picket Fence Program 
Discussion - Identifying Members of the Central 
Pittsburgh Amateur Hockey Association 
Discussion - Schenley Park Ice Rink, Advertisement 


PAGE 

2014 

2151 

2100 

2115 

835 

11 

22 

35 

331 

382 

654 

658 

658 

688 


989 

1042 

899 

1094 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 
Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 


McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 


SUBJECT 

Comments on BUI 2162- Warrant in amount of 
75,000.00 payable to David R. Crider, full and final 
settlement of an accident that occurred at the 
intersection of Windgap Avenue and Summerdale 
Street 

Discussion, bill 2163 wanant in the amount of 
$13,000.00 payable to Mary Clark Curry final 
settlement of trip and fell accident that occurred on 
fee sidewalk in from of2200 Centre Avenue 

Discussion Bill 2246 - CouncU of the City of Pittsburgh 
uiging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpark on Saturday, August 5, 1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh remain fee home of fee 

Pirates and to keep baseball in fee City 

Discussion - drowning at Homewood S wimming Pool 

Discussion - Regional Asset District Monies for regional 
parks 


PAGE 

969 


992 


1002 


1008 

1011 


Discussion - Lifeguards at sw imming pools 
Discussion - Bill 2287 - Closing of fee Banksville facility 
Discussion - BUI 2253, Ordinance Title Seven, 
Commercial Hauling of Municipal Waste 
Discussion on BUI 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste 
Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 
Discussion - Bill 2751, Operating Budget and the 1996 
Community Development Block Grant Program and 
approving the 1996-2001 Capital Improvements 
Discussion - Resolution forming an advisory Board to 
address the vacancies left on Council 
Discussion - COP 


Discussion - Community Oriented Police Program 


Discussion - Bill 1468 - Lease Agreement The Pittsburgh 
Cultural Trust- COP Station 


Comments on Bill 1116, Historic Designation of Greater 
Faith Tabernacle Church of God in Christ 
Comments regarding the Home Rule Charter Advisory 
Committee 


1042 

1335 

1341 

1345 

1752 

2177 


8 

10 

26 

35 

77 

116 

200 


13 



SPEAKER 
McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 


Address and Remarks 

SUBJECT 

Discussion - Bill 1553 - Resolution for an Agreement 
and/or Contract for the purchase of equipment and 
materials in connection with the rehabilitation of 
existing play areas at a cost not to exceed 
$1,000,000.00 

Discussion Larimer Avenue Playground and East Liberty 
Park 

House Bill 22 

Discussion - Postal Service Center locating to East Hills 
Discussion - Allegheny County Crime Lab 
Discussion - Tax Relief legislation for seniors 
Discussion - informing the public of The Week of the 
Young Child, April 24 - 28,1995 
Discussion - Reminding everyone that April 27,1995 is 
bring your daughter day 

Introducing Bill 1948 - Affirmative Action Resolution 
Discussion - Bill 1948 - Urging the Governor, 

Pennsylvania House Representatives and Senators 
to oppose PA House Bill 360 which seeks to 
abolish affir mative action p rogr am s, including 
those of veterans and the disabled 
Bill 2010 Grant in connection with 1993 CDBG 
Program, so as to decrease a line item in the 
Department of Public Works (Picket Fence Program) 
Congratulating the CDCs for the developments that are 
going on in the Hill and and Homewood 
Comments on Bill No. 2112 Resolution for a $864.00 
Warrant in favor of Kenneth Carter for missing 
personal property, charging same to Code Account 
46, Judgments 

Discussion - Project Safe Summer and the Helmet 
Initiative 

Discussion - Juneteenth Celebration at South Stadium 
June 17 and 18th 

Discussion - Bill 2010 - Picket Fence Program 
Discussion, bill 2163 warrant in the amount of 
$13,000.00 payable to Mary Clark Curry final 
settlement of trip and fall accident that occurred on 
the sidewalk in front of2200 Centre Avenue 


PAGE 

214 


214 

274 

338 

448 

659 

691 

692 

722 
760,765 


987 


1043 

1048 


1077 

1102 

961 

992 
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Address and Remarks 


PAGE 

1003 


SPEAKER 
McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 

McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 


SUBJECT 

Discussion Bill 2246 - Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
urging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpark on Saturday, August 5,1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh remain the home of the 
Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 
Commending Public Safety Staff at Zone 5 for then- 
efforts in trying to save seven year old Ernest 
Everetts drowning 

Discussion - drowning at Homewood Swimming Pool 
Informing the public - Girls between the ages of lOto 14 
or ages 15-19 that are interested in attending Stone 
Hill College in Greensburg, for a one week camp 
entrepreneur program funded through Integra Bank 
please contact her office at 255-2137 
Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste 
Discussion - Bill 2338, Ordinance, Title Two, by 
expanding the class of taxpayers eligible to 
participate in the Property Tax Relief Program 
Discussion - Bill 2293, a resolution entitled filing of a 
community development statement, by the City of 
Pittsburgh for a grant in connection with 1994 CDBG 
Program, to decrease a line item in the URA and 
increase a line item in the Department of Personnel 
and Civil Service 

Urging the U.S. Senate and President Clinton to oppose 
the drastic spending cuts to education pro g r am s 
found in the Hit 2127 

Declaring September 17,1995 as East End Cooperative 
Ministry Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Commending Myrlie B. Evers-Williams for being a 
woman of great strength and courage 
Commending Minority Enterprise Corporation and the 
African American Chamber of Commerce 
Congratulating Stanley Turrentine on his excellent and 
exuberant musical career 

Discussion - Leather glove controversy in the Police 
Department 

Introducing legislation regarding the police department 
(No Bill Number) 


1005 

1006 
1013 


1345 

1376 

1384 


1431 

1434 

1442 

1442 

1443 
1515 
1676 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 
McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 


Murphy, Tom 

O'Connor, Bob 

O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 

O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 

O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 

O'Connor, Bob 

O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 

O'Connor, Bob 


SUBJECT 
Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 
Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 
1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1,1995, 
in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 
1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1,1995, 
in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Mayor Tom Murphy, presenting the Mayor's Budget 
Address for 1996 

Discussion - Resolution forming an advisory board to 
address the vacancies that are left in City Council 
Discussion - COP Officer Shifts, Post agenda 
Discussion- Bill 1456 - Home Rule Charter Advisory 
Board 

Discussion-Community Oriented Police 
Discussion Water and Sewer Authority 
Requesting Information on the design of the COP Station 
at The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust Building 
Comments on Bill 1466 - fuel for City owned vehicles 
Discussion BUI 1409, Agreement with Rector, Church 
Wardens and Vestry of Calvary Protestant Episcopal 
Church 

Comments on Bill 1466 - Professional Services 
Agreement for the purchase of fuel for city owned 
vehicles 

Discussion - Pirate Negotiations 
Comments on Bill 1482 Lease Salvation Arm & Bill 
1484 Lease Senior Citizen Facilities 
Commending those individuals who participated in the 
firefighters funeral 

Discussion - Liberty Tubes Interchange Project 
Discussion - Jewish Community Center 
Discussion - closing of 911th Airlift Wing of the U.S. Air 
Force Reserve 
House Bill 22 


PAGE 

1753 

1860 


1877 


1886 

9 

9 

22 

26 

58 

77 

78 

79 


82 


111 

114 

218 

224 

238 

255 

274 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 
O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 


O’Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 

O'Connor. Bob 

O’Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 


SUBJECT 


Commending Councilwoman Valerie McDonald for her 
efforts in trying to bring the new postal service center 
to the East Hills Shopp ing Center 
Discussion - Pittsburgh Pirates 
Discussion Water and Sewer Authority 
Discussion - reco mmi t bill 
Discussion - Baseball Strike 


Disoission -Bill 1816, An Ordinance supplementing the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Two Fiscal, Article EX, 
Property Taxes, Chapter 263, real Property Tax and 
Exemption by creating a tax relief program for 

certain residents 65 years of age or older 

Discussion - Bill 1841 Cooperation Agreement with 
mty of Allegheny for the reimbursement of the 
City's share of the cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, South 
Portal/Route 51 Intersection 
Commending Tom Early and W illiam Curlter who 
helped rescue Charlie Lee from a fire in Hazelwood 
Discussion - Bill 1948 - Urging the Governor, 

Pennsylvania House Representatives and Senators to 
oppose PA House Bill 360 which seeks to abolish 
a ffirm a t ive action programs, including those of 
veterans and the disabled 
Bill 2010 Grant in connection with 1993 CDBG 
Program, so as to decrease a line item in the 


Discussion - Project Safe Summer and the Helmet 
Initiative 


Discussion - Summer Job Program 
Discussion Bill 2246 - Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
urging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpark on Saturday, August 5, 1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh re main the home of the 
Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 
Discussion - drowning at Homewood Swimming Pool 
Discussion - Regional Asset District Monies for regional 
parks 


PAGE 

334 


336 

529 

529 

410 

657 


688 


724 

774 


991 


1077 

1079 

1000 


1008 

1011 
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Address and Remarks 

SPEAKER SUBJECT 

O Connor, Bob Comments on Bill 2240 Amending Resolution 7 of 1995, 

authorizing the Council to form an Advisory Board 
for the purpose of reviewing the City’s Home Rule 
Charter; by changing the scheduling of a public 
hearing from thirty days to one hundred and thirty 
days after receipt 

O'Connor, Bob Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste 

O Connor, Bob Discussion -to formally call on the Governor, our two 
United States Senators, the County Commissioners 
and the Mayor to meet as soon as possible with 
Westinghouse Chairman Michael Jordan and any 
other representatives of Westinghouse to explore 
ways in which we can keep Westinghouse here in 
Pittsburgh 

0 Connor, Bob Discussion - Leather glove controversy in the Police 
Department 

O’Connor, Bob Discussion - Bill 1903, Home Office Exception 
O’Connor, Bob Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 
O’Connor, Bob Discussion Bill 2601, Ordinance regarding Vendors & 
Peddlers, recomital 

O'Connor, Bob Discussion Bill 2601, Vendors and Peddlers 
Onorato, Dan Discussion - Personal Care Homes 

Onorato, Dan Discussion - PA40 Forms 

Onorato. Dan Community Oriented Police 

Onorato. Dan Discussion - Bill 1420 Water and Sewer Authority 

Onorato. Dan Discussion - Bill 145, Resolution authorizing and 

directing the Chief of BBI to perform annual 
unannounced inspections of all personal care homes 
Onorato, Dan Discussion - Bill 1470, by increasing Salary of al non¬ 

union municipal employees by 3% above the 1994 
rate 

Onorato, Dan Discussion - Pirate Negotiations 

Onorato, Dan Congratulating Prim Sports KBL on its continued 

success and welcomes them to the Pittsburgh North 
Side 

Onorato, Dan Discussion Bill 1499, Residential Parking Permit 

Program Area W in the Crawford Roberts 
Community 

Onorato, Dan Discussion - Liberty Tubes Interchange Project 


PAGE 

1053 


1346 


1355 


1514 

1555 

1772 

1844 

2037 

5 

6 
30 
58 
62 


73 


104 

142 


156 


223 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 
Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 


Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 


Onorato, Dan 


Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 


Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 


Onorato, Dan 


SUBJECT 
Discussion - Pittsburgh Pirates 
Discussion - Water & Sewer Authority 
Discussion - Baseball Strike 

Discussion - Bill 1816, An Ordinance supplementing the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Two Fiscal, Article DC, 
Property Taxes, Chapter 263, real Property Tax and 
Exemption by creating a tax relief program for 
certain residents 65 years of age or older 
Discussion - Bike Oakland Project 
Discussion - Bill 1948 - Urging the Governor, 

Pennsylvania House Representatives and Senators to 
oppose PA House Bill 360 which seeks to abolish 
affirmative action programs, including those of 
veterans and the disabled 
Bill 2010 Grant in connection with 1993 CDBG 
Program, so as to decrease a line item in the 

Department of Public Works (Picket Fence Program) 

Discussion - Project Safe Summer and the Helmet 
Initiative 


Discussion - Summer Job Program 
Meeting the School Board 
Discussion - Bill 2010 - Picket Fence Program 
Discussion Bill 2246 - Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
urging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpark on Saturday, August 5, 1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh remain the home of the 
Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 
Discussion - drowning at Homewood Swimming Pool 
Discussion - Lifeguards at swimming pools, availability 
Discussion - Regional Asset District Monies for regional 
parks 

Comments Bill 2163 - Warrant in favor of Maiy Clark 
Curry - $13,000.00, final settlement for fall 
Discussion - Lifeguards at sw immin g pools 
Supporting Councilman O'Connor's resolution regarding 
state legislature to decide one way or another on the 
issue of legalized gaming Bill 2283 
Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste 


PAGE 

337 

529 

410 

656 


554 

770 


991 


1078 

1079 
1096 

962 

999 


1009 

1009 

1011 

1014 

1039 

1045 


1347 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 
Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 

Ricciardi, Gene 
Ricciardi, Gene 
Ricciardi, Gene 

Ricciardi, Gene 
Ricciardi, Gene 


SUBJECT 

Commending the United Way, all the sponsors and all of 
the volunteers who contribute to make Day of Caring 
such a tremendous success 


volunteers 


Congratulating Mr. James Lyons for all his years of 
dedicated volunteer service to the Troy Hill Citizens 
Park 


Discussion - Leather glove controversy in the Police 
Department 

Discussion - Bill 2438 - Sideyard Program 
Tenant Council's election in Northview Heights and the 
role that HUD is playing 
Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 
Discussion Bill 2601, Ordinance regarding Vendors and 
Peddlers 

Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 
1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1 ,1995, 
in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 
1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1, 1995, 
in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Discussion Bill 2601, Vendors and Peddlers 
Discussion - Bill 2751, Operating Budget and the 1996 
Community Development Block Grant Program and 
approving the 1996-2001 Capital Improvements 
Discussion - COP Officer Shifts 
COP 


Discussion - Bill 1420, Cooperation Agreement with 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority to provide for 
the creation of a fully operating Authority 
Commending Councilman Onorato for Bill 1457 
Unannounced Inspections of Personal Care Homes 
Discussion - Bill 1468, Lease Agreement with The 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, COP Station 


PAGE 

1444 


1447 

1447 


1513 

1554 

1673 

1754 

1842 

1851 


1872 


2039 

2115 


10 

33 

55 


63 

76 
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Address and Remarks 


PAGE 

79 


SPEAKER 
Ricciardi, Gene 


Ricciardi, Gene 
Ricciardi, Gene 

Ricciardi, Gene 

Ricciardi, Gene 


Ricciardi, Gene 


Ricciardi, Gene 


Ricciardi, Gene 
Ricciardi, Gene 
Ricciardi. Gene 


Ricciardi. Gene 
Ricciardi. Gene 
Ricciardi. Gene 
Ricciardi, Gene 


Ricciardi, Gene 


Ricciardi, Gene 


SUBJECT 

Discussion BiU 1409 - Agreement with Rector, Church 
CtoS* " d VCStly ° fCalvaiy Protestant Episcopal 

Discussion - Pirate Negotiations 
Discussion - Bill 1499 Residential Parking Permit 
Program - Crawford Roberts 
Commending the staff for the work on the restoration of 
the Cowley Recreation Center 
Commending Valerie McDonald and Bob O’Connor for 
the leadership in the issue of Home Rule Charter 
Advisory Committee 

Discussion - Bill 1592 - Resolution authorizing the 
transfer of $13,750.00 from Code Account Public 
Safety Training to Code Account Highway Safety 
Project Grant, Public Safety 
Commending City Controller Tom Flaherty, his 
employees and Chief Magistrate Donald Machen, 
reform of City Court System 
Discussion - Liberty Tubes Interchange Project 
Discussion - Pittsburgh Water & Sewer Authority 
Discussion - Bill 1498 - Ordinance, am ending Chapter 
921.02, Zoning District Map Nos. 7 and 8, certain 

property bounded by McKinney Lane 

Discussion - Allegheny County Crime Lab 
Discussion Water and Sewer Authority 
Discussion - collection of past delinquents water bills 
Discussion - Bill 1816, An Ordinance supplementing the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Two Fiscal, Article IX, 

Property Taxes, Chapter 263, real Property Tax and 
Exemption by creating a tax relief program for 
certain residents 65 years of age or older 
Discussion - Bill 1841 Cooperation Agreement with 
County of Allegheny for the reimbursement of the 
City's share of the cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, South 
Portal/Route 51 Intersection 
Discussion - Kick Off of Clean Sweep 


110 

156 

195 

201 


213 


217 


221 

332 

383 


445 

528 

558 

657 


688 


689 
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Address and Remarks 

SPEAKER SUBJECT p AG£ 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Bill 1948 - Urging the Governor, 766 

Pennsylvania House Representatives and Senators to 
oppose PA House Bill 360 which seeks to ahniich 
affirmative action programs, including those of 
veterans and the disabled 

Ricciardi, Gene Bill 2010 Giant in connection with 1993 CDBG 990 

Program, so as to decrease a line item in the 
Department of Public Works (Picket Fence Program) 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Picket Fence Program 1042 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Project Safe Summer and the Helmet 1 078 

Initiative 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Summer Job Program IO 79 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Identifying Members of the Central 899 

Pittsburgh Amateur Hockey Association 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Juneteenth Celebration at South Stadium 1106 

June 17 and 18th 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Bill 2010 - Picket Fence Program 962 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion, bill 2163 warrant in the amount of 992 

$13,000.00 payable to Mary Clark Curry final 
settlement of trip and fell accident that occurred on 
the sidewalk in from of2200 Centre Avenue 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion Bill 2246 - Council of the City of Pittsburgh 1002 

urging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpark on Saturday, August 5,1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh remain the home of the 
Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 

Ricciardi, Gene Supporting Councilman O'Connor’s resolution regarding 1045 

state legislature to decide one way or another on the 
issue of legalized gaming Bill 2283 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion on Bill 2259 - Warrant for $22,672.95 to W. 1329 

Timothy Barry 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commercial 1345 

Hauling of Municipal Waste 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Bill 2338, Ordinance, Title Two, by 1376 

expanding the class of taxpayers eligible to 
participate in the Property Tax Relief Program 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Leather glove controversy in the Police 1513 

Department 

Ricciardi, Gene Discussion - Bill 1657, Curfew 1755 
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PAGE 

1841 


SPEAKER 
Ricciardi, Gene 

Ricciardi, Gene 


Ricciardi, Gene 
Udin, Sala 


Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 


Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 

Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 

Udin, Sala 

Udin, Sala 

Udin, Sala 


Address and Remarks 

SUBJECT 

Bffl 2601 ’ Ordinance regarding Vendors and 
Peddlers 

Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 
1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1, 1995, 
in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Discussion - Bill 2751, Operating Budget and the 1996 
Community Development block Grant Program and 
approving the 1996-2001 Capital Improvements 
Comments on Bill No. 2073 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and between 
URA and Hill Community Development Corporation 
for sale of property in 5th Ward of the City of 

Pittsburgh Residential Land Reserve fund 

Discussion - Project Safe Summer and the Helmet 
Initiative 

Discussion - Juneteenth Celebration at South Stadium 
June 17 and 18th 

Discussion - Thanking Councilman Hertzberg 
recognizing Martin Media 

Discussion Bill 2246 - Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
urging Pittsburgh residents to come out to the 
ballpaik on Saturday, August 5,1995 to demonstrate 
our desire to have Pittsburgh remain the home of the 
Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 
Discussion - Safety at swimming pools 
Comments Bill 2163 - Warrant in favor of Maty Clark 
Gary - $13,000.00, final settlement for fall 
Discussion - Lifeguards at s wimmin g pools 
Discussion on laundry services in his district that 
Kscussion - Bill 2287 - Closing of the Banksville facility 
Discussion on Bill 2253 - Chapter 765, Commereial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste 
Discussion - Saving the Laundry Services for Hospitals 
m the Hill District 

Congratulating Stanley Turrentine on his excellent and 
exuberant musical career 

commending Northside Common Ministries Food Pantry 
volunteers 


1867 


2120 

1049 


1079 

mi 

1155 

1002 


1007 

1014 

1043 

1048 

1334 

1345 

1357 

1443 

1447 
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Address and Remarks 


SPEAKER 
Udin, Sala 

Udin, Sala 

Udin, Sala 


Udin, Sala 


Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 
Udin, Sala 


BILL NO. 
1624 


BILL NO. 
1576 


2034 


1581 


SUBJECT 

Discussion - Leather glove controversy in the Police 
Department 

Discussion Bill 2601, Ordinance regarding Vendors & 
Peddlers, recomhal 

Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 
1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1, 
1995, in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Discussion - Bill 2539, Obligation Bond, Series A of 
1995, November 1,1995, cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00 and Series B of 1195, November 1, 
1995, in aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
70,000.00 

Discussion Bill 2601, Vendors and Peddlers 

Discussion Bill 2601, Vendors and Peddlers 

Discussion - Bill 2751, Operating Budget and the 1996 
Community Development block Grant Program and 
approving the 1996-2001 Capital Improvements 


Advisory Board 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 7 of 1995 authority City Council to form 
Home Rule Chart advisory board 


Agreement 

SUBJECT 

Accounting Firm to provide professional auditing services as 
required by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and 
Industry in connection with JTPA 
Acquisition and maintenance of enterprise-wide data base 
software in connection with the Financial Information 
Systems and Public Systems, cost not to exceed $500,000.00 
Agencies that operate Emergency Shelters for the homeless 
in the City of Pittsburgh, cost not to exceed $842,000.00 


PAGE 

1512 

1847 

1857 


1872,1790 


2035 

2040 

2125 


PAGE 
197,267 


PAGE 
152,265 


882 


126,168 
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2231 

2196 

2350 

1465 

2395 

1879 

1622 

1824 

1573 

2718 


Agreement 


SUBJECT 

Agreement with Co mmuni ty Based Organization for community 
and economic development planning assistance in various 
neighborhoods, cost not to exceed $600,000.00 
Agreement with Pittsburgh Partnership for operating and/or 
administrative expenses, cost not to exceed $420,000.00 
Agreement with the County of Allegheny to provide 

outgoing mail services for the City of Pittsburgh, cost not 
to exceed $615,000.00 

Agreement with various community organizations for 
operational/administrative expenses for the benefit of 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh, cost not to exceed 
$12,000.00 

An Internship with a graduate student (s) for a period of one 
year, from January 1,1995 to December 31,1995 to perform 
various energy related services for the Department of 
General Services, cost not to exceed $25,000.00 
Authorizing and directing the Mayor and the Director of 
Finance to enter into a Municipal Services Agreement 
with Keystone Health Plan West, Inc. 

Authorizing the Mayor and the Director of the Department of 
General Services to execute an agreement with The Carnegie 
pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Lease Agreement 
dated December 30,1986, authorizing the transfer of certain 
equipment from the Buhl Planetarium 
Brasher Association in the amount of $10,000.00 and 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy in the amount of 

Authority to provide the rental of the Water and Sewer 
System by the Authority 

City of Pittsburgh alone and/or with the School District of 
Pittsburgh and County of Allegheny and the Real Estate 
Appraisers and/or Consultant for professional services in 
connection with the City's Sale or acquisition of real 
estate and real estate tax assessment matters 
City Source Associates for use in marketing, clearing titles, 
transferring property title, lot clean-up operations and other 
related costs in the implementation of the Side Yard Program 


$20,000.00 for opera&onal/administrative expenses 
ital Lease Agreement with Pittsburgh Water & Sewer 


PAGE 
989,1076 


989,1076 
1070,1337 


1188,1368, 
1457 


19, 53 


1423,1494 

650 


197,325 

527 

151,181 


2049 
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BILL NO. 
2720 

1958 

1989 

1552 

1618 

1842 

1957 

1554 

1556 

1885 

2426 

1883 

1555 


Agreement 

SUBJECT 

City Source Associates for use in marketing, clearing titles, 
transferring property titles, lot clean up operations and other 
related costs in the implementation of the Side Yard Program 
cost not to exceed $50,000.00 

Consultant and Vendor to assist the City in improving its Citizen 
Participation Process, cost not to exceed $125,000.00 

Consultant and/or vendors for the purpose of conducting 
pla nning and manag ement studies and related activities 
in support of such studies, including the purchase of data 
and data analysis equipment, cost not to exceed 
$336,000.00 

Consultant for architectural/engineering services in connection 
with various City Projects 

Consultant for engineering services in connection with the 
Design of Phase II of the Reconstruction of Fifth Avenue 
at a cost not to exceed $800,000.00 

Consultant for in connection with the reconstruction of Ft 
Duquesne Boulevard from Stanwix Street to Tenth Street 

Consultant to provide architectural and desi g n services in 
various neighborhood business districts as part of the City’s 
Neighborhood Business District Revitalization Program 

Consultants for architectural, landscape architectural and 
engineering services for the design of Fort Pitt Boulevard 
Riverfront Park 

Consultants for construction inspection services for various 
City projects 

Consultants for professional services in connection with the 
evaluation of applicants as part of the Civil Service 
Commission’s psychological assessment program for entry 
level police officers 

Consultants to provide supervisory training for incident 
comment at the Bureau of Fire - cost not to exceed 
$4,370.00 

Court Reporter or Court Reporters in connection with taking 
testimony at Civil Service Commission and Appeals 
Board hearings - $4,000.00 

Design and construction of various walls throughout the City 


PAGE 

1970 

750 
796, 883 

147 
196,328 

517,689 
748 

149 

149,327 
650,717 

1185,1452, 

1508 

650,717 

149 
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1487 

2104 

2355 

1409 

2333 

1580 

1905 

2685 

1792 

1793 

2571 


Agreement 

SUBJECT 

Design, development, programming and/or training services in 
conjunction with the feasibility, development, enhancement 
or implementation of the City-wide financ ial system for 
various City Departments, cost not to exceed $80,000 00 

Dickey. McCamey, Chilocte, P.C., for professional legal services 
for tiie City Controller in an amount not to g y»»d 
$80,000.00 

Directing the Department of General Services and the 
Director ofEMS to advertise for proposals for 
computerized tripsheets for ambulances, cost not to 

exceed $ 100 , 000.00 

Directing the Mayor and the Director of Public Works to enter 
into an agreement with Pittsburgh Board of Public F/fr^a tion 
for the collection of municipal waste from public schools, 
pursuant to Section 619.02 of the Pittsburgh Code 

Director of Parks and the Rector, Church Wardens and Vestry of 
Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church and Trust Fund in 

connection with tiie propose sale of property 

Energy management services, at a cost not to ffrc«rd 
$150,000.00, chargeable to and payable from fi^n al 
Service Code Account 1128, Miscellaneous Services 

Furnishing of professional services for the administrate 
and marketing City Neighborhoods and lot clean up 
services in relation to education on litter 

Hiring of Counsel to assist in the hiring of counsel to assist in 
the representation of the City of Pittsburgh for outside legal 
counsel at a cost not to exceed $150,000.00, Miscellaneous 
Services, Department of Law 

Hiring of counsel to assist in the representation of the City of 
Pittsburgh outside legal counsel, cost not to exceed 
$100,000.00 

Hotnza, Steve, professional services for the City Controller's 
Office Services in connection with the Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report for 1995 

Implementation of automated systems for various City 
Departments 

Implementation of City-wide training programs for City 
employees and providing for the payment of the cost 
thereof, cost not to exceed $85,000.00 


PAGE 
1666,1794 


50,95 
972, 1046 


1370 


78 

1326,1354, 
1385 

153,167 
680, 752 

1911,1994 

473, 522 

474 
1665,1726 
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BILL NO. 
2154 

1464 


1534 

1886 

1447 

2777 

2748 

1810 

1631 


Agreement 

SUBJECT 

Implementation of the 1995 Pittsburgh/Summer Youth 
Employment Program, cost not to exceed $85,000.00 

Independent Contractor for the purchase of Pharmaceutical 
services. Supplies and Medications necessary for the 
operation of the Bureau of Emergency Medical Services 
1995-1996, cost not to exceed $15,000.00 

KMPG Peat Marwick for the performance of the City's Annual 
1994 Audit 

Laboratory for professional services in connection with the 


Law Offices for Legal Representation as the Solicitor of the 
Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations in 1995 
Lease Agreement with St John Vianney parish for use of space 
at 430 Cathedral Street as a COP 
Legislative Consultant Services, $30,000.00 
Major renovations of recreation centers and senior citizen centers 
and purchase of equipment and materia] c 
Metropolitan Tenant's Or g a nizati on for technical, administrative 
and training expense, relative to the creation of a Resident 


the benefit of low-moderate income residents cost not to 
exceed $5,000.00 


PAGE 
1034,1082 

19,53 


93,127 

652,718 

22 

2145 

1989,2109 

666 

199 


1705 

NeighborFair Pittsburgh, Inc., for the purpose of providing 
professional services in the 1995 Community Enrichment 
Program for the Department of Parks and Recreation - 
$70,000.00 

313 

1800 

Oakland Transportation Management Association to provide 
matching funds for the Bike Oakland Project - $15,000.00 

475,498, 

2740 

Operating support to the following community based 
organization undertaking community economic 
development activities: Pittsburgh Partnership for 
Neighborhood Development, Lawrenceville 

Development Corporation and West End Elliot Joint 

Project-$80,013.56 

1988,2144 

1621 

Operanonal/Administrative Expense, maintenance, purchase of 
equipment and/or minor rehabilitation of neighborhood 
facilities cost not to exceed $97,000.00 

197, 325 

1713 

Operanonal/Administrative expenses for the benefit of residents 
of the City of Pittsburgh - $123,750.00 

315,477 
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BILL NO. 
2380 

1959 

1977 

1861 

1809 

1939 

2645 


2644 


2186 

1698 

1553 

1466 

1846 

2033 


1875 


SUBJECT 


Agreement 


OpaafiojaUadininistiative expenses, etc, for the benefit of the 
•City of Pittsburgh residents, cost not to exceed $4,250.00 
Operanonal/administrative expenses, maintenance, purchase of 
equipment for the benefit of City of Pittsburgh residents 
itts urgh Board of Education for the purpose of provi din g me al 
m connection with the Summer Food Service Program, 
Department of Parks and Recreation, cost not to e xcmi 
$750,000.00 


Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership for salaries & related costs of 
implementing the Pittsburgh's Picking Up Program at a cost 
not to exceed $65,000.00 


1 services at a cost 

not to exceed $20,000.00 
Professional Services agreement to implement an activity 


beginning June 1 ,1995 and ending December 31 ,1995 cost 
not to exceed $89,000.00 

Professional Services agreement with Sedgwick James for 
three month period 1/1996 - 3/1996, $166,182.00 
chargeable to and payable from Code Account 44, 

Worker's Compensation 

Professional Services agreement with the KPMG Peat 
Markwick for performance of the City's annual audit at 
an aggregate cost of $185,000.00 for 1995 and $190 500 

f/wi 1 QD£ ’ 


Providing professional services for the 1995 Great Race/Finish 
Line for the Department of Parks and Recreation 
Psychologist or psychologist for professional services for 1995 
Purc “ ase < ?^ e< ! u *P ment **“1 materials in connection with the 
Rehabilitation of Existing Play Areas 
Purchase of fuel for City owned vehicles, cost not to exceed 

$ 300 , 000.00 oexceea 

Purchase of materials and equipment in connection with major 
repain and emergencies to park facilities 
Purchase of PC' and/or peripheral equipment for the 
improvements/upgrades o the City Council's computer 
system, cost not to exceed $40,000.00 
Purchase of two pole can/surveillance systems for the Bureau of 
Police, cost not to exceed $41,000.00 


PAGE 
1189,1458 

750 

794,885 

520,684 

557 
713,797 

1838, 1915 

1838,1915 

1068 

312,388 

147 

19,75 

517,690 

881 

650,686 
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BILL NO. 

Agreement 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

493 

1828 

Renewing Resolution 672 for a Cooperation Agreement with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Military Affaire to construct a 
five-story skilled nursing domiciliary care fecility known as 
the Southwestern Veterans Center at 7060 Highland Drive, 
with parking to accommodate 180 automobiles on property 
zoned I-M Institutional-Medical District, 12th Ward, District 

9 

2114 

Sedgwick James for administration of the City's Worker's 
Compensation Program for July 1, 1995 - December 31, 

1995, cost not to exceed $350,000.00 

974,1080 

1737 

Sedgwick James for professional services in connection with 

City's Workers' Compensation Program, April 1995 - June 
1995 

375,476 

1511 

Stenographic Reporting Services - $2,000.00 

71,131 

1984 

Stenographic Reporting services in connection with public 
hearings cost not to exceed $4,000.00 

875 

1984 

Stenographic reporting services in connection with public 
hearings and providing for the payment of the cost thereof, 
cost not to exceed $4,000.00 

795,875 

1709 

Subdivision Engineering Finns to provide subdivision services 
for the City of Pittsburgh, for property located in Council 
District 4, part of 5, Parcel 34-P-l and 61-C-24 

314,437 

2600 

Telecommunications work related to Unisource Project for 
various City Department, cost not to exceed $40,000.00 

1701,1794 

2427 

United Way of Allegheny County for the Adopt A Park 
program, cost not to exceed $100,000.00 

1185, 1452, 
1507 

2509 

Urban League for the provision of Housing Counseling 

Services at a cost not to exceed $100,000.00 payable 
from the 1993 CDBG Program Department of City 

Planning 

Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh and MRRC, Inc. 
for the construction and maintenance of street lighting on 
Washington's Landing 

1581, 1638 

1568 

151,208 

2151 

Various agencies for job development and employment 
services in connection with the 1995 Neighborhood 
Employment Program, cost not to exceed $250,000.00 

1033, 1081 

2152 

Various agencies for job development and employment 

1034,1082 


services in connection with the 1995 Pittsburgh 
Partnership Employment Program, cost not to exceed 
$50,000.00 
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BILL NO. 
2193 


Agreement 

SUBJECT 



2532 

1960 

1884 

1862 

1848 


expenses 


operational/administrative expenses for the benefit of city 
residents, cost not to exceed 5123,750.00, by decreasing 
Beechview Merchants Association by $1,900.00 and 
increasing Beechview Community Council by $1,900.00 
Various community organizations for operational administrative 
expenses for the benefit of City of Pittsburgh residents 
Various hospitals and/or physicians for profession services in 
connection with the administration and evaluation of medical 
exa min a ti ons for the Civil Service Commissions Medical 
Examination Program 

in 

Y.M.C.A. of Pittsburgh for professional services for the 1995 
Community Recreation and Senior Citizens Programs for the 
Department of Parks and Recreation 


Western PA Conservancy for the Community Self Help 
Beauti fi ca t ion and Community Gardening Programs 
Community Development Neighborhoods 


PAGE 
963,1069 

1627,1727 


750 
650,717 

520 

518,720 


BILL NO. 
2254 


2757 


Agreement (Amen ding) 

SUBJECT 

Agreement with various community organizations for 
operational-administrative expenses, maintenance, 
purchase of equipment and/or minor rehabilitation, by 

decreasing Beechview Community Council $1,500.00 

and increasing Beechview Community Council by 
$1,500.00. 

Agreement with various c ommuni ty organizations for 
operation/administrative expenses, by changing Ifrw item 
Stanton Heights Civic Association from $10,000.00 to $0 
and by increasing line item Bloomfield Garfield 
Corporation $3,000.00 from $10,000.00 to $13,000.00 
and increasing line item ST. Mary's Lawrenceville Arts 
Program from $5,000.00 to $12,000.00 


PAGE 
1032,1075 


1990,2054 
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BILL NO. 
2785 

2563 

2382 

2145 

2144 

2192 

2079 

2453 

1978 

2510 


Agreement (Amending) 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 170 of 1990 to authorize and agreement 
with a collection agency for professional services in 
connection with the collection of d elinq uent charges, taxes, 
fines, sewage charges, interest and penalties owed to the City 
of Pittsburgh on an annual basis at a cost not to exceed 
$250,000.00 per year 

Amending Resolution 404 of 1995, Agreement with the 
Pittsburgh Board of Public Education in connection with 
the Summer Food Service Program 
Amending Resolution 1006/1993, providing for a agreement 
for construction and related management and design 
services of Phase I-Courts Facility of the Public Safety 
Complex, by amending the title to include the purchase 
of equipment and mat e rials for said projects cost range of 
$13,000,000.00 or more by less than $16,000,000.00 
Amending Resolution 115/1994, consultant services in 
connection with the rehabilitation of the McArdle 
Roadway Viaducts 1 and 2, providing for the partial fiont 
funding of this project 

Amending Resolution 161 of 1995, consultant for 
engineering services in connection with the design of 
phase EL, of the reconstruction of Fifth Avenue 
Amending Resolution 211 of 1995 an Agreement with 
various community organizations for 
operational/expenses and/or min or rehabilitation of 
neighborhood facilities for the benefit of residents of die 
City of Pittsburgh, cost not to exceed $123,750.00 
Amending Resolution 47/1994, increase the cost of die 
agreements for cable consulting services to $57,230.00 
Amending Resolution 478 of 1995, providing for an agreement 
for the purchase of software, maintenance and related 
equipment for tripsheets for ambulance services, 
the amount from $100,000.00 to $85,138.00 
Amending Resolution 493/1992 - Consultant and/or vendor to 
assist the City in improving its Citizen Participation Process, 
so as to increase the amount allocated to $310,000.00 
Amending Resolution 641 of 1995, providing for the use of 
new and/or existing agreements for Energy Management 
Services, by changing the wording of Section One 


PAGE 

2023,2111 

1664,1796 
1420,1559 

965,1032 

965,1032 
960,1069 

924,1045 
1558 

794,883 

1581,1633 
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2021 

2291 

1922 

2026 

2312 

2784 

2024 

2029 

2759 

2030 

2023 


SUBJECT 


Agreement (Amending) 


Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation for operating expense - so as to 
reduce the amount appropriated to $9,354.50 
Community Technical Assistance Center, for furnishing 
professional services to City residents, by reducing the 
amount to $13,692.00 


Consultant and/or vendors to assist the City in improving its 
Citizen Participation Process, by decreasing the amount 
t0 $125,000.00. Amending Resolution 


Consultant for Engineering Services in connection with the 
rehabilitation of a portion of Fort Pitt Boulevard - F^h™,^ 
and the Rehabilitation of Market Street Overpass 
Consultant in connection with the City’s Neighborhood Business 
District Revitalization Program, so as to reduce amount 
appropriated to $194,553.81 

Consultant to undertake a study of the existing condition of 
various components of the City’s infrastructure stock and 
the cost to repair these facilities. The study will involve, 
by not be limited to an analysis of specific walls, roads, 

swimming pools and police, fire and EMS station, by ’ 

providing for the partial front funding of said project 
Directing the Mayor to enter into an agreement for drug 
treatment services in connection with the City's 
Operanon Weed and Seed, by increasing the total amount 
to $1,200,000.00 

Dollar Energy Fund for operational expense, so as to reduce the 
amount appropriated to $19,579.16 
Garfield Jubilee Association for operating expense - so as to 
reduce the amount appropriated to $9,008.10 
Grant in connection with 1995 Community Development 
Block Grant Program, by changing line item St John's 
Lutheran Church from $4,000.00 to $0 and increasing 
line item Bloomfield Garfield Corporation $4,000 00 
from $9,000.00 to $13,000.00 
Greenfield Organization for administrative support, so as to 
decrease amount appropriated to $6,902.58 
Greenfield Organization to benefit Senior Citizen Food Program 
cost not to exceed $1,026.93 


PAGE 

940 

939 

1066,1382 


710,810 

940 

1068,1382 


2023,2110 


939 

940 
1991,2054 


941 
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BILL NO. 
2022 

1682 

2791 

2028 

2035 

2311 

1732 

2142 

2025 

2036 


Agreement (Amending) 

SUBJECT 


Lawrenceville Citizens Council to assist the Lawrenceville 
Block Watch Network in their education and outreach 
expenses, to reduce amount to $2,813.41 
Oakland Transportation Resource Center, administrative support, 
by changing the name of the group to Oakland 
Transportation Manag ement Association and to change the 
purpose of the funds to permit acquisition of bike racks for 
the Oakland neighborhood 


Citizens Council, $3,000.00 and adding Oakland Planning 
and Development for $3,000.00, amending Resolution 162 of 
1995 


Perry Hilltop Citizens Council for Assistance in carrying out Lot 
Clean Up program, so as to reduce amount ap pr o pri ated to 
$ 2 , 201.12 

Pittsburgh Public School District and/or other private for profit 
and non profit entities to provide City of Pittsburgh JTPA 
eligible youth with employment, work experience, etc. in 
connection with the Pittsburgh Partnership Employment 
Program - 

Providing for an Agreement with various community 
organizations for operational, administrative expenses, 
cost not to exceed $123,750.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Misc. Services, Department of City 
Pla nning , by changing Three-Five Community 
Advocates to Hill CDC, (Three-Five Community 
Advocates) 

Purchase of Equipment and materials in connection with Major 
Court Renovations, by increasing total project allocation by 
$50,000.00 

Purchase of equipment and materials in connection with the 
Rehabilitation of Existing Play Areas, by increasing the 
total project allocation to $1,507,453.03. Amending 
Resolution 99 of 1995 

St. Rosalia Church Food Bank, so as to reduce the amount 
appropriated to $3,995.65 

Various agencies for job development in connection with the 
Pittsburgh Partnership Employment Program - total cost 
$504,598.59 


PAGE 

939 


263,381 


2024 


940 

932 


1068, 1381 


374,444 

1031,1095 


939 

932 
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Agreement (Amending) 


PAGE 

933 


BILL NO. SUBJECT 
2038 Various agencies to provide employment opportunities for low 

and moderate income city residents - Pittsburgh Partnership 
Employment Program, by decreasing amount to $24,931.12 


BILL NO. 

SPEAKER 

Appointment 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1472 

Baker-Ringel, Margaret 

Appointing Margaret Ringel Baker to 

24,53 

1474 

Cook, Yvonne 

the minority and Women's 

Enterprise Review Committee, 

Expire April 30,1996 

Appointing Yvonne Cook, to the 

24,53 

2819 

Cox, Thomas E. 

Minority and Women’s Enterprise 
Review Committee for a term to 
expire April 30,1996 

Appointment as a member of the 

2105 

2604 

Darcey, Jim 

Board of the Urban 

Redevelopment Authority of the 

City of Pittsburgh for a term to 
expire December 31,2000 

Appointing Jim Darcey as a member 

1702 

2607 

Elish, Herbert 

of the Selection Committee for 
the City Youth Amateur Ice Hock 
Team 

Appointment as a member of the 

1702 

2605 

Garnett, Efirum 

Pittsburgh Housing Authority for 
a term to expire October 11,2000 
Appointing Effrum Garnett as a 

1702 

2414 

Golden, Pamela P. 

member of the Selection 

Committee for the City Youth 

Amateur Ice Hock Team 

Appointment as a Member of the 

1427 

2412 

Morgan, William Dallas 

Human Relations Commission for 
a term to expire July 1,1988 

Morgan, William Dallas (Reverend), 

1427 


Member of the Human Relations 
Commission for a term to expire 
April 1,1998 
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Appointment 


BELL NO. 

SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

1688 

O’Brien, Loretta 

O'Brien, Loretta as a Member of the 
City of Pittsburgh's Planning 
Commission, with a term to 
expire January 1,1996 

1473 

Overton, James R. 

Appointing James R. Overton to the 
Minority and Women’s Enterprise 
Review Committee 

2413 

Smith, Curtis A. Byam 

Appointment as a Member of the 
Human Relations Commission for 
a term to expire July 1,1999 

1475 

Smith, EstellaW. 

Appointing Estella W. Smith to the 
Minority and Women’s 

1476 

Tongel, Marsha Ann 

Marsha Ann Tongel, to the Minority 
and Women’s Enterprise Review 
Committee, for a term to expire 
April 30,1998 

2606 

Vandehengel, Eric 

Appointing Eric Vandehengel as a 


member of the Selection 
Committee for the City Youth 
Amateur Ice Hockey Team 


Bond 

BILL NO. SUBJECT 

2539 Authorizing and directing issuance of a series of General 

Obligation Bonds, Series A of 1995, dated as of 
November 1995, in the aggregate amount not to exceed 
$75,000.00 


PAGE 

268 

24, 53 

1427 

24, 53 
24,43 

1702 


PAGE 
1628,1851 
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SUBJECT 


Budget 


PAGE 

179,264 


BILL NO. 
1608 


1904 

1630 

1738 

2750 

2749 

2486 


Amending & Supplementing Resolution 21 of 1995 fixing the 
number of officers and employees of the City of Pittsburgh 
and the rate of compensation thereof and setting minima 
levds for designated positions, by increasing the 1995 salary 
tor all non union municipal employees by 3% above the 
1994 rate, by granting each full time non union municipal 
employee who is employed by the City of Pittsburgh as of 
December 31,1994, one additional week of vacation in the 
calendar year 1995 only 

Amending Resolution 971 of 1995, Making appropriations to 
pay the expense of conducting the Public Business of the 
City of Pittsburgh for Fiscal Year 1995, by making certain 
corrections 

Amending Resolution 973, Adopting and Approving the 1995 
Capital Budget and the 1995 Community Development 
Block Grant Program, by decreasing Community Based 
Organizations by $5,000.00 from $600,000.00 to 
$595,000.00 and by adding a new line item Metropolitan 
Tenant’s Organization, $5,000.00 
Carrying over balances or portions thereof remaining in certain 
code accounts for the year 1994 to the same or to other code 
accounts for the year 1995 
Fixing the number of officers and employees of all 



Resolution amending Resolution 239 of 1995 entitH, 
carrying over balances or portions thereof re maining in 

certain Code Accounts for the year 1994 to the same or to 
other code accounts for the year 1995 


680,718 


198 


375,496 


1989,2114, 

2131 


1989,2113, 

2131 


1549, 1584 
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Budget (Amendment) 


BILL NO. 
2303 

1470 

1815 

1814 

BILL NO. 
1702 

1847 

1859 

2751 


SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 414/1994, Summer Youth 

Employment 1994, by increasing the total city paid by 

$100,000.00 

Amending Resolution 972 of 1994, fixing the number of officers 
and employees of the City of Pittsburgh, by increasing the 
1995 salary of all non union municipal employees by 3% 
above the 1994 rate 

Fixing the number of officers and employees of the City of 
Pittsburgh and the rate of compensation thereof; and setting 
minimum levels for designated positions by making certain 
corrections 

Making appropriations to pay the expenses of conducting the 
Public Business of the City of Pittsburgh and for meeting the 
debt charges thereof for the Fiscal Year be ginnin g January 1 , 
1995, by making certain corrections 


Capital Budget 

SUBJECT 

Adopting and Approving the 1995 Capital Budget and the 1995 
Community Development Block Grant Program; and 
approving the 1995 through 2000 Capital Improvement 
Program, by amending the title of EC 95-505 City County 
Building Renovations to read Trust Fund Transfer 

Adopting and Approving the 1995 Capital Budget and the 1995 
Community Development Block Grant Program and 
approving the 1995 through 2000 Capital Improvement 
Program, by creating a new line item, Phipps Conservatory 

Adopting and approving the 1995 Capital Budget and 
Community Development Block Grant Program and 
a pproving the 1995 through 2000 Capital Improvement 
Program, by amending Item 1, Department of Council, by 
changing line item Bloomfield Garfield Corp. Ft Pitt Field 
Repairs to read Bloomfield Garfield CoipVCollege 
Opportunity Program 

Adopting and approving the 1996 Capital Budget and the 
1996 Community Development Block rant Program and 
approving the 1996 through 2001 Capital Improvement 
Program 


PAGE 
1067,1372 

20,73 

489,523 

489,523 

PAGE 

313,443 

518,690 


520 


1989,2114, 

2131 
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BILL NO. 
2147 

1661 

2194 

BILL NO. 
2107 

2032 

BILL NO. 
1701 


Capital Budget 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 973 of 1995, by amending the title to 
Schenley Park over Panther Hollow Bridge Trust Fund 
Transfer 

Amending Resolution 973 of 1995, entitled. Adopting and 
approving die 1995 Capital budget and the 1995 Community 
Development Block Grant Program and approv ing the 1995 
through 2000 Capital Improvement Program, by inrre.<ring a 
Line Item 


Resolution adopting and approving the 1995 Capital Budget 
is hereby amended by increasing line item 474 Financial 


$1,900,000.00 from $700,000.00 to $2,600,000.00 (This 
1.9 million will be used to acquire city-wide finanrja) 


Capital Budget (Amendment) 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 973 of 1995, by increasing 

Neighborhood Street Improvements to $1,050,000.00 and 
decreasing Courts Building Plan 3 to $250,000.00 

Amending Resolution 973 of 1995 adopting the 1995 Capital 
Budget and the 1995 Community Development Block Grant 
Program and Approving the 1995 through 2000 Capital 
Improvement Program by decreasing line item 1796 System 
Modernization, City Council 


Change Name 

SUBJECT 

Authorizing the Mayor and the Director of Parks and Recreation 
to name the wifile ball court located in a section of Moor 
Playground, 19th Ward to David M. Kadair Memorial Wiffie 
Ball Court 


PAGE 
965, 1032 

260,385 

960,1070 

PAGE 
973, 1095 

881 

PAGE 

312,442 


39 


Comments 


SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

All Members 

Bill 1547 - Resolution authorizing an directing the Office 
of the Mayor to initiate and operate the City of 

Pittsburgh Growth Initiative, dedicated to attracting 
jobs and business to Pittsburgh 

354 

All Members 

Bill 149S - An Ordinance amending the Pittsburgh Code, 

Title Nine, Zoning - by changing from R1 One- 
Family Residence District to AP 

Residential/Commercial Planned Unit Development 
District certain property having 100 feet of frontage, 
McKinney Lane and Greentree Borough Municipal 
Boundary Line, 20th Ward 

396 

All Members 

Bill 1680 - Contract, installation of picnic shelters 

408 

All Members 

Bill 1814 - Making Appropriations to pay the expenses 
of conducting the Public Business of the City of 
Pittsburgh and for meeting the debt charges thereof 
for the Fiscal Year beginning January 1,1995, by 
making certain corrections 

559 

All Members 

Bill 1815 - Fixing the number of officers and employees 
of the City of Pittsburgh and the rate of compensation 
thereof, and setting minimum levels for designated 
positions by making certain corrections 

559 

All Members 

Bill 1824 - Authorizing a Capital Lease Agreement and 
amendment thereto with the Pittsburgh Water and 

Sewer Authority to proved for the rental of the water 
and Sewer System by the Authority and the option to 
acquire and the terms thereof 

559 

All Members 

Bill 2287 - Resolution authorizing and directing the city 
Solicitor to frle a formal complaint with the PUC 
concerning the adverse effect to City residents from 
closure of the Banksville Service Facility by 

Duquense Light 

1359 

Cohen, Dan 

Bill 1608 - Amending Resolution 972/1994, by granting 
each full time non-union municipal employee who is 
employed as of December 31,1994 by the City, one 
additional week vacation in calendar year 1995, only 

277 

Cohen, Dan 

Bill 1592 - Transfer of $13,750.00 from Code Account 

Public Safety Training to Code Account Highway 

Safety Project Grant, Public Safety 

277 

Cohen, Dan 

Bill - 1583 - Historic Designation of SunnyLedge 

412 


Structure 
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SPEAKER 
Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 

Cohen, Dan 
Cusick, Joe 

Cusick, Joe 

Cusick, Joe 
Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 


Comments 

SUBJECT 

Bill 1839 - Ordinance, Title Four - Public Places - 
Chapter 425 Cable Communications, to delete the 
establishment of a maximum late payment fee for the 
untimely payment of bills for cable television service 
and codifying service standards 
Bill 1843 - Cooperation Agreement with the Pittsburgh 
Partnership Downtown Partnership for an art program 
for Strawberry Way, cost not to exceed $20,000.00 
Comments Bill 1861-Agreement with the Pittsburgh 
Downtown Partnership for salaries and related costs 
of implementing the Pittsburgh's Picking Up Program 
Comments Bill 2151,2152,2153,2154,2155,2156 & 
2157 (1995 Pittsburgh Partnership Employment 
Program) 

Comments Bill 1964 - Resolution renewing Resolution 
236, approved by City Council on March 10,1992, 
effective June 6,1994, authorizing the Highland 
Limited Partnership to convert existing 13 story 
structure located at 121 South Highland Avenue 
Comments on Bill 2518 

Bill 1576 - Agreement, professional auditing services as 
required by Pa Department of Labor and Industry, 
cost not to exceed $30,000.00 

Bill 1660-ResoIutionsupplementingtheCityof 

Pittsburgh Rules of Council by amending Rule XV, 
providing a deadline of 30 days for Council’s 
President to schedule public hearings 
Bill -1732, Contract/Agreement for the purchase of 
equipment and materials in connection with Major 
Court Renovations 

Resolution authorizing the URA of Pittsburgh to submit 
an application to the PA office of Budget for a Grant 
in the Amount of $6,500,00.00 
Resolution for a Cooperation Agreement with URA for 
the designation of $6,500,000.00 in Research Grants 
in the NASA ROBOTICS ENGINEERING 
CONSORTIUM PROJECT 


PAGE 

660 


728 

777 

1115 

1152 


1978 

277 

392 


451 

60 

60 
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Comments 


SPEAKER 
Ferlo, Jim 


Ferlo, Jim 


Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 


Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 
McDonald, Valerie 


McDonald, Valerie 


SUBJECT 

Bill 1608 - Amending Resolution 972/1994, by g ranting 
each full time non-union municipal employee who is 
employed as of December 31,1994 by the City, one 
additional week vacation in calendar year 1995, only 
Comments Bill 1861-Agreement with the Pittsburgh 
Downtown Partnership for salaries and related costs 
of implementing the Pittsburgh's Picking Up Program 

Bill 1660-Resolution supplementing the City of 

Pittsburgh Rules of Council by amending Rule XV, 
providing a deadline of 30 days for Council's 
President to schedule public hearings 
Bill 1816 - An Ordinance Title Two, Fiscal, Article DC, 
Property Taxes, Chapter 263, Real Property Tax and 
Exemption, by creating a tax relief program for 
certain residents 65 years of age or older and a 
process for application thereunder 
Comments Bill 2115 - Contract for furnishing, installing 
certain electrical equipment necessary for the Street 
Lighting Department 

Co mments Bill 2149 - Resolution authorizing the 
Council of the City of Pittsburgh to form a 
Commission for the purpose of identifying members 
of the City Youth Amateur Ice Hockey Team 
specified in Paragraph 3.03C of the Lease Agreement 
with Neville Ice Arena, Inc. 


PAGE 

277 

111 

392 

660 

1152 

1152 


Bin No. 1927 

1519 

Bill No. 2484 

1640 

Discussion - bill 1657, Curfew Legislation 

1729-1774 

Comments on bill 2601 

1880 

Discussion Bill 2679 and 2681 

2009 

Bill 1660-Resolution supplementing the City of 
Pittsburgh Rules of council by amending Rule XV, 
providing a deadline of 30 days for Council’s 

President to schedule public hearings 

392 

Bill 1668 - Cooperation Agreement with URA for 
designation of $2,500,000.00 of private funds for the 
Duquesne University Environmental Research and 
Education Center Project 

410 


42 



Comments 


SPEAKER 
McDonald, Valerie 


O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 


O'Connor, Bob 


O’Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 
Onorato, Dan 


Onorato, Dan 


Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 
Udin, Sala 


SUBJECT 

Commen t s Bill 1964 - Resolution renewing Resolution 
236, approved by City Council on March 10,1992, 
effective June 6,1994, authorizing the Highland 
Limited Partnership to convert existing 13 story 
structure located at 121 South Highland Avenue 
1679 - Contract for Play Area Safety Improvements 
for the Department of Public Works 

Bill 1683 - Conditional Use to Thomas M Zilles for 

authorization to convert an existing two story 

structure - 248 South Euclid Avenue into a 50-Bed 
work release facility operated by the PA Department 
of Corrections 

Bill 1668 - Cooperation Agreement with URA for 
designation of $2,500,000.00 of private funds for the 
Duquesne University Environmental Research and 
Education Center Project 

Comments Bill 2151,2152,2153,2154,2155,2156 & 
2157 (1995 Pittsburgh Partnership Employment 
Program) 

Bill 1903 

Bill 2404 

Comments on Bill 2644 

Bill 1816 - An Ordinance Title Two, Fiscal, Article IX, 
Property Taxes, Chapter 263, Real Property Tax and 
Exemption, by creating a tax relief program for 
certain residents 65 years of age or older and a 
process for application thereunder 

Comments Bill 2151,2152,2153,2154,2155,2156 & 
2157 (1995 Pittsburgh Partnership Employment 
Program) 

Discussion Bill 2679 and 2681 

Discussion Bill 2601 

Comments Bill 2151,2152,2153,2154,2155,2156 & 
2157 (1995 Pittsburgh Partnership Employment 
Program) 


PAGE 

1152 


407 

409 


410 


1115 


1560 

1597 

1921 

660 


1115 


2009 

2058 

1115 
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BILL NO. 
1522 

2340 


2125 

1521 

1536 

1537 
1715 

1942 

2339 


SPEAKER 
Birru, Mulugetta 


Binu, Mulugetta 


Cannon, Glenn 


Flaherty, Tom 


Flaherty, Tom 


Flaherty, Tom 
Flaherty, Tom 


Flaherty, Tom 


Flaherty, Tom 


Communication 

SUBJECT 

Submitting the Position and Salary Report 
for URA, consisting of names, 
positions and salaries as of December 

31.1994 

Submitting die URA, submitting the 
Position and Salary Report consisting 
of names, positions and salaries of all 
full-time, temporary and part-time 
employees of said Authority as of June 

30.1995 

Submitting the Authoritiy’s financial 
statements and additional information. 
Also the Annual Report of Municipal 
Authorities for the year ended 
December 1994 

Submitting the Performance Audit for the 
Spay and Neuter Program, Animal 
Control Division Department of 
Public Works dated January 1995 

Submitting the Performance Audit of the 
Bureau of Cable Communications, 
Department of General Services, dated 
January 1995 

Submitting the City’s Single Audit Report 
for the year ended December 31,1993 

Submitting Performance Audit for the 
Swimming Pool Division, Department 
of Parks and Recreation dated March 
1995 

Submitting the City of Pittsburgh 
Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report for the fiscal year ended 
December 31,1994 

Submitting the Fiscal Audit of the Bureau 
of Building Inspection, Department of 
Public Safety, March 14,1995 


PAGE 

72 


1328 


975 


72 


94 


94 

315 


714 


1327 
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BILL NO. 

SPEAKER 

Communication 

SUBJECT 

PACtF 

2545 

Flaherty, Tom 

Submitting the Performance of the 

i p 

1629 

2126 

Harris, Sofronia R_ 

Department of Public Works, 
Environmental Services Operations, 
Recycling Division, dated October 

1995 

Submitting the city of Pittsburgh 

984 

1459 

Hennigan, Paul 

Commission on Human Relations 

Annual Report for 1993 - 1994 

Director of Finance submitting a report of 

4 

1460 

Hennigan, Paul 

deposits and the market value of 
securities pledged as collateral by City 
Depositories as of September 30,1994 
Director of Finance submitting a report of 

4 

1684 

Hennigan, Paul 

deposits and the market value of a 
securities pledged as collateral by City 
Depositories as of August 31,1994 
Submitting the market value of securities 

264 

1685 

Hennigan, Paul 

pledged as collateral by City 

Depositories as of October 30, 1994 
Submitting the market value of securities 

264 

1863 

Hennigan, Paul 

pledged as collateral by City 

Depositories as of November 31,1994 
Submitting the Summary Actuarial Report 

523 

1941 

Hennigan, Paul 

for the City of Pittsburgh Pension 

Funds as of January 1,1994 (report 
dated March 7,1995) 

Submitting a report of deposits and the 

714 

2406 

Hennigan, Paul 

market value of securities pledged as 
collateral by City Depositories as of 
December 31,1994 

Submitting a report of deposits and the 

1424 

2470 

Hennigan, Paul 

market value of securities pledged as 
collateral by City Depositories as of 

June 30, 1995 

Submitting the deposits and the market 

1486 



value of securities pledged as 
collateral by City of Pittsburgh 

Depositories for the month of Julv 

1995 
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Communication 


BILL NO. 

SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

2581 

Hennigan, Paul 

Submitting a report of deposits and the 
market value of securities pledged as 
collateral by City Depositories as of 
August 1995 

2822 

Hennigan, Paul 

Submitting a report of securities pledged 
as collateral by City Depositories as of 
October 31,1995 

2823 

Hennigan, Paul 

Submitting a report of securities pledged 
as collarteral by City Depositories a of 
September 30,1995. 

1908 

Hirsh, Eloise 

Submitting the re-certification of Area H 
in Bloomfield for the Residential 
Parking Permit Program in accordance 
with the Pittsburgh Code, Title Five, 
Traffic, Chapter 549, Residential 
Parking Permit Program, Section 
549.06(d) 

2202 

Hirsh, Eloise 

Submitting the recertification of Area K in 
Squirrel Hill for the Residential 

Parking Permit Program in accordance 
with the Pittsburgh Code, title Five, 
Traffic, Chapter 549, Residential 
Parking Permit Program, Section 
549.06(d) 

2692 

Hirsh, Eloise 

Submitting the recertification of Area Q in 
North Oakland for the Residential 
Parking Permit Program in accordance 
with the Pittsburgh Code, Title Five, 
Traffic, Chapter 549, Residential 
Parking Permit Program Section 

549.06 (d) 

2820 

Hirsh, Eloise 

Submitting the recertification of Area L, 
Central North Side, for the Residential 
Parking permit Program, in 
accordance with the Pittsburgh Code 
Title Five, Traffic Chapter 549, 
Residential Parking Permit 

2314 

Lowe, Stanley 

Submitting the names, positions and 


salaries of each employee of the 
Housing Authority as of June 30,1995 


PAGE 

1666 

2106 

2106 

681 

1071 

1913 

2106 

1068 
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Communication 


BILL NO. 
1500 

SPEAKER 

Morrow, Jacqueline 

SUBJECT 

Jacqueline Morrow submitting the 

PAGE 

52 

1889 

Morrow, Jacqueline 

quarterly report of the settlement of 
small claims and lawsuits for the 
fourth quarter of 1994 

Submitting die quarterly report of the 

652 

2242 

Morrow, Jacqueline 

settlement of small claims not 
exceeding $750.00 

Submitting the quarterly report of the 

990 


Settlement of small claims not to 
exceed $750.00 from the Second 


2580 


2041 


2057 


2223 


Morrow, Jacqueline 


Murphy, Tom 


Murphy, Tom 


Murphy, Tom 


Quarter of 1995, payable from Code 
Account 1801, Petty Claims. Also a 
quarterly report of the settlement of 
claims in excess of $750.00 for the 
Second Quarter of 1995 

Sub mitting the quarterly report of 
settlement of small claims not to 
exceed $750.00, from the Third 
Quarter of 1995 payable from Code 
account 1801, Petty Claims 

Requesting approval for Eddie Shaw, 
appointed Chairperson of the Mayor's 
Shade Tree Commission to attend a 
seminar entitled Promoting Tree 
Health: Successful Street 
Establishment at Chatman Collection, 
cost not to exceed $45.00 (Non City 
Employee) 

Informing Council of the appointment of 
Frank Gigliotti to the Allegheny 
County Sanitary Authority for a term 
to expire December 31,1999 

Requesting permission for Eddie Shaw (A 
non-city employee), appointed 
Chairperson of the Mayor's Shade 
Tree Commission to travel to 
Cincinnati, OH July 10,1995 to tour 
the Department of Urban Forestry, 
cost not to exceed $225.00 


1666 


857 


871 


955 
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Communication 


BILL NO. 

SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

2315 

Muiphy, Tom 

Informing Council of the reappointment 
of Councilman Gene Ricdardi to the 
City of Pittsburgh's Water and Sewer 
Authority for a term to expire 

December 31,1999 

1300 

2407 

Murphy, Tom 

Informing Council of the Re¬ 
appointment of Conrad A. Johnson 
to the Stadium Authority for a 
term to expire December 31,1999 

1424,1425 

2408 

Muiphy, Tom 

Reappointment as a Member of the 
Pittsburgh Parking Authority for a 
term to expire May 31,1999 

1424,1425 

2409 

Muiphy, Tom 

Informing Council of the re¬ 
appointment of Nancy Ross to the 
Pittsburgh Parking Authority for a 
term to expire April 30,2000 

1424,1425 

2607 

Murphy, Tom 

Informing Council of his appointment of 
Herbert Elish to the Pittsburgh 

Housing Authority for a term to expire 
October 11,2000 

1702 

2607 

Murphy, Tom 

Informing City Council of his 

appointment of Herbert Elish, to the 
Pittsburgh Housing Authority for a 
term to expire October 11,2000 

1840 

2663 

Muiphy, Tom 

Requesting from Maureen Mulvihill, non¬ 
city employee to attend the Operation 
Weed and Seed Program National 
Training Conference in Orlando, 

Florida, cost not to exceed S275.00 

1896 

2819 

Muiphy, Tom 

Informing Council of the re-appointment 
of Thomas E. Cox as a Member of the 
Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
the City of Pittsburgh term to expire 

Dec 31,2000 

2105 

1469 

Mussman, Ronald 

Allegheny County Sanitary Authority 
submitting a list of the Authority's 
personnel as of December 31,1994 

20, 75 
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BILL NO. SPEAKER 
1579 Parees, Barbara 


1602 


2464 


2648 


Parees, Barbara 


Parees, Barbara 


Communication 

SUBJECT 

Requesting approval for John Turyan a 
non-city employee. Chair, Pittsburgh 
Private Industry Council to travel to 
Washington, D.C. from February 24- 
28,1995 to a tte nd the National 
Association of Private Industry 
Councils Forum, cost not to exceed 
$1,573.00 

Director of Department of Personnel and 
Civil Service requesting approval for 
Don Carlson (a non-city employee) to 
travel to Washington, D.C. from 
February 26 - 28,1995 to attend the 
National Association of Private 
Industry Councils Forum at a cost not 
to exceed $1,570.00 

Requesting approval for John Turyan, 
Chair, Pittsburgh Private Industry 
Council, non-city employee to travel 
to Washington D.C. October 13-15, 
1995, cost not to exceed $642.00 

Requesting approval for John Turyan, A 
non city-employees to attend the 
second meeting of the Chairs of the 28 
Private Industry Councils, cost not to 


PAGE 

152 


178 


1484 


1839 


1716 

Wasler-Johnson, 
Linda 

payable from JTPA -1 Trust Fund 
Submitting the Fourth Quarter travel 
reports for 1994 various City 
departments 

320 

1966 

Wasler-Johnson, 

Linda 

Submitting the First Quarter Travel 

Reports for 1995 from various City 
departments 

757 

2821 

Wasler-Johnson, 

Linda 

Submitting the Second and Third Quarter 
reports for 1995 from various City 
departments 

2106 


49 


BILL NO. 

Conditional Use Exception 


SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1111 

Approving a conditional use under section 993.01(a)A(52) of 
the Pittsburgh Code, as amended to Virginia Devlin for 
authorization to convert an existing three-story into a bed 
an breakfast facility, 438 South Atlantic Avenue 

1034,1381 

2469 

Conditional Use Exception - to Duquesne University for 
authorization to construct a two-and-three story, 600 
space addition to the Locust Street Parking Garage 

1485, 1587 

2651 

Conditional Use Exception, to Nancy H. Eshelman for 
authorization to convert an existing three-story structure 
into a bed and breakfast facility with four guest rooms 
and a two-car detached garage, 16th ward 

1839,1899 

1711 

Renewing 342/1994, authorizing Arch Court, Inc. to 
construct a four-story structure located at 1310 Arch 

Street with 39 units of housing for the elderly and one 
unit for a resident manager with parking to accommodate 
four automobiles, on property 22nd Ward 

314,437 

1964 

Renewing Resolution 236, authorizing the Highland Limited 
Partnership to convert an existing 13 story structure 
located at 121 South Highland Avenue in to 120 dwelling 
units for the elderly 

751,1089 

2650 

Renewing resolution 673/1994, authorizing the Women's 

Center and Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh to convert an 
existing three-story structure located at 4760 Centre 

Avenue into a 36-bed institutional facility with 
administrative and counseling offices and parking to 
accommodate 34 automobiles, 7th ward 

1839, 1899 

1828 

Resolution renewing resolution 672/1994 authorizing the PA 
Department of Military Affairs to construct a five story 
skilled nursing domiciliary care facility known as the 
Southwestern Veterans Center at 7060 Highland Drive on 
property zone-M, 12th ward 

545 

1683 

Title Nine, Zoning, to Thomas M. Zilles for authorization to 
convert an existing two-story structure located at 248 South 
Euclid Avenue into a 50 Bed work release facility to be 
operated by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections on 
property zoned C3 Commercial District, 8th Ward 

263,381 
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1678 

2309 

1676 

2578 

2146 

1958 

2619 

2106 

1531 

1706 

1681 

1710 

1794 

1467 

2116 


Contract 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 144 of 19954 - Furnishing and 
delivery of motorized fire equipment and for the 


Department of General Services 
Approving execution of a contract by and between URA of 
Pittsburgh and Aluminum Company of American for the 
sale of parcel 16,22nd Ward of the City of Pittsburgh for 
$515,000.00 

Asphalt Repairs for the Department of Public Works - 

$91,000.00, Asphalt Repairs, Department of Public Works 

City Wide Resurfacing Program in CD eligible areas, at a 
cost not to exceed $1,060,000.00 
Concrete repairs for the Department of Public Works - 
$57,000.00 

Concrete replacement at various locations throughout the 
City of Pittsburgh at a cost not to exceed $200,000.00 
Construction Inspection services in connection with the 
rehabilitation of the Schenley Park over Panther Hollow 
Bridge, cost not to exceed $5,300,000.00 
Consultant and Vendor to assist the City in improving its Citizen 
Participation Process, cost not to exceed $125,000.00 
Contract for various improvements to public building for 
access by handicapped, cost not to exceed $395,000.00 
Contract or the use of existing contract for the reconstruction 
of Walbridge Street from South Main Street to Herschel 
Street, including necessary work on private property, 
aggregate amount of $1,700,000,000 
Demolition and removal of condemned buildings 
Emergency Escape Breathing Apparatus for the Department of 
Parks and Recreation 

Fence repairs for the Department of Public Works, cost no to 
exceed $50,000.00 
Flexible Beam guiderails 

Furnis h ing and delivery of computer products to Braille and 
Speech access to current graphical user interfaces such as 
Microsoft Windows, cost not to exceed $35,000.00 
Furnishing and/or installing of energy conservation equipment 
for the Department of General Services 
Furnishing, installing and relocation of certain electrical 
equipment within the City cost not to exceed $25,000.00 


PAGE 
1032,1351 

1034,1506 

262,3802 
1068,1378 

262.379 
1666,1795 

965,1032 

750 
1788,1902 
972,1094 

93,183 
313,442 

262.380 

314,384 
474,522 

19,75 
974,1086 
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Contract 


BILL NO. 
2117 

2115 

2195 


1680 

2008 

2257 

1810 

2121 

2120 

2265 

1557 

1679 

1603 

2540 


SUBJECT 

Furnishing, installing and removing of electrical equipment 
vwthin the City of Pittsburgh, cost not to exceed $10,000.00 
Furnishing, installing, removing and relocation of certain 
electrical equipment necessary for Street Lighting within the 
City of Pittsburgh cost not to exceed $25,000.00 
Implementation and training of a City-wide financial software 
application at a cost not to exceed $1,900,000.00 (This 
contract will permit the acquisition of the new financial 
system software which will be utilized on a city-wide basis 
The contract will not exceed $1.9 million dollars and will be 
partially front funded). 

Installation of picnic shelters, cost not to exceed $30,000.00 
Installation of traffic signal equipment at various intersections, 
cost not to exceed $100,000.00 

or 


Major renovations of recreation centers and senior citizen centers 
and purchase of equipment and materi al s 
Pavement m a inten a nc e, rehabilitation and replacement 
throughout the City cost not to exceed $230,000.00 
Pavement Management System in the City of Pittsburgh, cost 
not to exceed $45,000.00 

Pennsylvania Economy League, Inc., - purpose of various 
consulting and advisory services 
Perform required bridge m a int enance at various locations 
including but not limited to Heron Avenue, Nine Mile Run 
and 28th Street Bridge 

Play Area Safety Improvements for the Department of Public 
Works 

Professional Services Contract with a law firm with expertise in 
ERISA compliance and IRS benefit filling requirements for 
the purpose of filing delinquent IRS Form 5500 
Professional Services Contract with the Three Rivers Area 
Management Committee, cost not to exceed $990,000.00 
chargeable to and payable from Code Account 44, 

Worker's Compensation Program Administration, 

Department of Finance 


servicing of personal property, etc. for various 
Departments of the City of Pittsburgh 


PAGE 
974,1086 

974,1086 
960,1070 


262,380 

945 

1032, 1352 

666 
975, 1088 
945 

1033, 1333 
149,174 

262,380 
178,266 

1628,1705 
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BILL NO. 
1757 


SUBJECT 


Contract 


2006 


2007 


2004 

1982 


2683 

2813 

2639 


2390 

2054 

im 

.811 

!I41 


Professional Services with Capital Management Enterprise for 
the purpose of analyzing a request for proposal for City 
Worker's Compensation 

Providing for a contract for sidewalk replacement at various 
locations maintained by foe Housing Authority, including 
but not limited to St Clair Village, by decreasing foe 
total project allocation by $127,537.56 from $225,000.00 
to $97,462.44 

Providing for a contract for sidewalk replacement at various 
locations maintained by the Housing Authority, inrl»H^ ng 
but not limited to Garfield Heights, by dec reasing the 
total project allocation by $50,144.45 from $125 000 00 
to $74,855.55 

Providing fin a contract for foe repair of sidewalks and other 
work incidental thereto in various communities operated by 
the Housing Authority of City of Pittsburgh 
Purchase and delivery of new computer equipment and software 
needed to expand and improve the division's computer based 
support system for foe Dislocated Workers Program 
Purchase an d inst all telec o m municat ions systems for various 
City Department, cost not to exceed $169,000.00 
Purchase and installation of a hockey deck saibce for foe 
Schenley Ice Skating Rink, cost not to exceed $60,000.00 
Purchase and installation of a remote control device for the 
operation of a video camera mounted in City Council 
Chamber to Use by foe Department of General Services, 
Bureau of Cable Communication for foe live cable casting of 
City Council Legislative 

Purchase and installation of three professional broadcast 
video tape Betacam editing/recording machines to be 
used by General Services 

Purchase of a 100 ton track scale to be furnished and installed at 
Heth's Run Dump Facility 

Purchase of Bicycle Helmets for foe Department of General 
Services payable for Community Communications Trust 
Fund, General Services, cost not to exceed $75,000.00 
Purchase of equipment and materials in connection with the 
rehabilitation of various sw immin g pools 
Purchase of fire hose for the Bureau of Fire, cost not to 
exceed $40,000.00 


PAGE 

433,496 

964,1406 


964,1046 


1046 

795 

1911,1974 

21042142 

1917 


1189,1457 

871 

884 

667 

1031,2141 
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BILL NO. 
2687 

2119 

1846 

2531 

1876 

1875 

2256 

2482 

1925 

1926 

2118 

1677 

1659 

2308 

2216 

1812 

1468 


Contract 

SUBJECT 

Purchase of liter receptacles, cost not to exceed $50,000.00, 
chargeable to an payable from code Account 1612-2 
Purchase of litter receptacles at a cost not to exceed 
$50,000,00 

Purchase of materi al s and equipment in connection with major 
repairs and emergencies to park facilities 
Purchase of nitronox field units for the Bureau of EMS 
$22^00.00 

Purchase of Saber radios and accessories for the Bureau of 
Police, cost not to exceed $19,000.00 
Purchase of two pole can/surveillance systems for the Bureau of 
Police, cost not to exceed $41,000.00 
Purchasing of materials, general supplies and equipment by 
various departments during the 1996 calendar year 
Rehabilitation of the Anderson Playground and providing for 
the purchase of equipment and materials, cost not to 
exceed $375,000.00 

Rehabilitation of various landscape and turfed areas 
Renovation and report of ornamental fences at various locations 
within the City 

Rental and repair of equipment in connection with the City's 
Capital Construction Division, cost not to exceed 
$450,000.00 

Repairs and emergencies at various facilities for the Department 
of Public Works - $70,000.00 
Roadway construction and associated infrastructure 

improvement for Alger Street, be ginning at Lydia Street, 
Greenfield Terrace Housing for Seniors 
Street Lighting Transfers at various locations throughout the 
City, cost not to exceed $15,000.00 
Street resurfacing program such as ultra tin hot mix asphalt, 
flexible pavement, etc., cost not to exceed $1,687,890.00 
Street tree planting at various locations, at a cost not to exceed 
$150,000.00 

Various Repairs and renovations to City Facilities, cost not to 
exceed $200,000.00 


PAGE 
1912,1996 

974,1087 

517,690 

1627,1670 

650,686 

650,686 

1032,1352 

1548, 1588 

710,802 
710,802 

974,1087 

262,379 
259,389 

1067,1378 
996,1158 
489,667 
20, 75 
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BILL NO. 

2005 

1924 

2004 

2053 

2466 

1845 

1844 

2006 

1703 

2007 


Contract (Amending) 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 131/1990 Construction/reconstruction of 
various retaining structures, including but not limited to Holt 
St, Andover Terrace, Dakota St, Pusey St & Sprain St, by 
decreasing total to $187,220.78 

Amending Resolution 212 of 1995 - Renovations with the City- 
County Building 

Amending Resolution 303/1987 a contract for the repair of 
sidewalks and other work incidental in various 
communities operated by the Housing authority, by 
decreasing the project allocation to $280,330.50 

Amending Resolution 456/1994, contract for asphalt repairs for 

the Department of Public Works, by increasing the amount 
to $91,000.00 

Amending Resolution 457 of 1995 - Providing for a contract 
for the purchase of a 100 ton truck scale to be furnished 
and installed at Heth's Run Dump Facility, by increasing 
the total allocation by $5,000.00 from $30,000.00 to 
$35,000.00 

Amending Resolution 457 of 1995 Reconstruction of Grant 
Street/Liberty Avenue - Phase 3; and a Reimbursement 
Agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation 

Amending Resolution 530/1988 - Structural renovation of 
Phipps Conservatory by increasing the total project 
allocation by $115,000.00 

Amending Resolution 667/1989, for sidewalk replacement at 
various locations maintained by the Housing authority, by 
decreasing the total project allocation to $97,462.44 

Amending Resolution 807/1993 - Renovations to City County 
Building, by increasing allocation by $200,000.00 from 
$750,000.00 to $950,000.00 chargeable to and payable from 
the City-County B uilding Trust Fund 

Amending Resolution 901/1991, for sidewalk replacement at 
various locations maintained by the Housing authority, by 
decreasing the total project allocation to 74,855.55 


PAGE 
850,945 

710, 802 

964,991, 

994 

871,984 

1484,1585 

517,689 

517,589 
991,995 
313,443 

991,995 
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BILL NO. 

Cooperation Agreement 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

54 

1420 

Authorizing the Mayor and the Director of Water Department to 
execute a Cooperation Agreement and amendments whereto 
with the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority to provide 
for the creation of a fully operating Authority 

1923 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation 
for the ownership and maintenance of a pedestrian 
that will space across State Route 28 near the Sarah 

House 

710, 802 

1841 

Cooperation Agreement with the County of Allegheny for the 
reimbursement of the City's share of the cost of a feasibility 
study for the improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, South 
Portal/Route 51 Intersection, by provident for the partial 
front funding of said project 

517,687 

1662 

Cooperation Agreement - URA for the EPA Brownfields Pilot 
Program, cost not to exceed $200,000.00 

260,385 

1823 

Cooperation Agreement and amendments thereto with the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority to provide for the 
creation of a fully operating authority 

492,527 

1395 

Cooperation Agreement and amendments thereto and related 
leases with the Public Parking Authority of Pittsburgh and 
the City of Pittsburgh Equipment Leasing Authority to 
provide administration, supervision and enforcement of on- 
street parking regulation 

104 

1617 

Cooperation Agreement with the County of Allegheny for the 
reimbursement of the City’s share of the cost of a feasibility 
study for the improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, South 
Portal/Route 51 Intersection, at a cost not to exceed 
$750,000.00 

196,327 

2709 

Cooperation Agreement with the Housing Authority of 

Pittsburgh for the administration and implementation of 
the Community and Social Services Program in Public 

Housing Communities, at a cost not to exceed 
$150,000.00, chargeable to and payable from the 1994 

CDBG Programs-Housing Authority, Community arid 

Social Services Programs in Public Housing 

Communities 

1968,2053 
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1843 

1666 

1668 

2662 

1454 

1563 

1565 

1566 

1569 

2296 

2239 


SUBJECT 


Cooperation Agreement 


Cooperation Agreement with the Housing Authority of the 
City of Pittsburgh fin: the administration and 
implementation of Rehabilitation and Modernization of 
Housing for Low and Moderate Income Persons 
Program, by decreasing the amount to $904,000.00 
Cooperation Agreement with foe Pittsburgh Downtown 

Partnership for an art program for Strawberry Way, cost not 

to exceed $20,000.00 

Cooperation Agreement with foe URA for foe designating 0 f 
$13,500,000.00 in Stadium Authority and public funds for 
the Three Rivers Stadium Project 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA for the designating 0 f 

$2^00,000.00 of private funds for the Duquesne University 
Environmental Research and Education Center Project 
Cooperation Agreement with the URA for the North Shore 
Redevelopment project 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA of Pittsburgh for the 
NASA Robotics Engineering Consortium Project as foe local 
share for a grant 

Cooperation Agreement with foe URA of Pittsburgh for foe 
transfer to URA $25,000.00 fro foe marketing of foe City's 


Cooperation Agreement with foe URA of Pittsburgh for foe 
transfer to URA of $1,000,000.00 for foe North Shore 
Project 


PAGE 
1483, 1557 

517,690 

260,385 

260,385 

1896, 1974 
3,14,59 

150,207 

150,207 


transfer to URA of $800,00.00 


Cooperation Agreement with foe URA of Pittsburgh for foe 
transfer of $1,450,000.00 for foe Washington's Landing 
Project 

Cooperation Agreement with foe URA of Pittsburgh for foe 
North Shore Redevelopment Project prov iding for the 
conveyance of City-owned property. Modification No. 6 
to foe Redevelopment Area Plan and foe Tndemnifinatin n 
of URA 

Cooperation Agreement with foe URA of Pittsburgh in 

connection with an application for financial assistance filed 
with foe Pennsylvania Department of Community Affair f or 
State Home Program Funds 


151,208 

151,208 

1066, 1383 


990, 1077 
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BILL NO. 

Cooperation Agreement 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 
1664,2053 

2567 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA of Pittsburgh in 
connection with the Federal North Redevelopment Area 

1562 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA of Pittsburgh providing 
for the transfer to the Authority of $1,000,000.00 for the 
Central Business District Revitalization Program 

150,168 

1564 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA of Pittsburgh providing 
for the transfer to URA of $40,000.00 to impW^t the 
neighborhood Business Development Revitalization Program 
in non-CDBG eligible areas 

150,207 

2072 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer of funds in the ammmt of 
$80,013.56 from the Authority to the City to fond 

Community Development Corporations 

923,993, 
1043 

2711 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA of Pittsburgh 

providing for the designation of the local matching share 
for a grant applied for in an application for financial 
assistance filed with the PA Department of Community 

Affairs 

1969,2053 

2332 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA of Pittsburgh, 
providing for the designation of URA as the City’s agent 
for acquisition of certain property owned by the Sheraden 
Youth Center Committee 

1326,1384 

1929 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA providing for the 
payment by the URA of the cost of materials used by the 

City in the construction of a portion of die North Shore East 
Riverfront Trail 

712,798 

2387 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA, the County of Allegheny 
and the Pittsburgh City School District providing for the 
financing, monitoring, implementing and terminating of the 
North Shore Tax Incremental Financing District 

1421 

2459 

Cooperation Agreement with the URA, the County of 

Allegheny and the Pittsburgh School District, providing 
for the financing, monitoring. Center Triangle Tax 

Incremental Financing District 

1484,1998 

1664 

Cooperation Agreement with URA for the designation of 
$2,500,000.00 in Foundation Grants for the Heinz 

Renovation Project 

260,385 
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BILL NO. 
2237 

1561 

1567 

2774 

2458 

2109 
2111 

2110 
2108 

1979 

BILL NO. 
2031 


Cooperation Agreement 

SUBJECT 


Cooperation Agreement with URA for the designation of the 

local matching share for a grant applied for a in an 

application for financial assistance filed with the 


Cooperation Agreement with URA of Pittsburgh for the transfer 
to the Authority of an amount not to exceed $50,000.00 for 
the Downtown Top Shops Program 
Cooperation Agreement with URA of Pittsburgh providing for 
the transfer of $650,000.00 for Riverfront Acquisition and 
Development of Property along the Allegheny River 
Cooperation Agreement wife URA providing for the transfer 
to tire Authority of an amount not to exceed $50,000.00 
Cooperation Agreement with the URA, the County of 
Allegheny and the Pittsburgh City School District, 
providing for die financing, monitoring, im plementing 
and terminating of die Penn Liberty Plaza Tax 
Incremental F inanc e District 


Housing Authority - implementation of the Central BeWatj n n 
Agency cost not to exceed $480,000.00 
Housing authority - implementation of the Development 
Subsidy, cost not to exceed $200,000.00 
Housing Authority - implementation of the Family Support 
Centers, cost not to exceed $334,000.00 
Housing Authorizing of Pittsburgh for the admmi«m«i« n and 
implementation of the Central Relocation Agency, cost not 
to exceed $480,000 

URA for the performance of certain work in connection with the 
1995-1996 Community Development Block Grant Program 
cost not to exceed $13,820,000.00 


PAGE 
990,1077 


150,168 

151,208 

2022,2109 
1483,1998 


973 
973 
973,1090 
973 

794,884 


Cooperation Agreement (Amending! 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 146/1990, Cooperation Agreement with 
URA to undertake street and housing improvements in the 
Sullivan Street Area of the City, by decreasing the cost to 
$34,976.06 and adjusting line item 


PAGE 

941 
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BILL NO. 

Cooperation Agreement (Amending) 


SUBJECT 

PAGE 

2003 

Cooperation Agreement with Carnegie Library in connection 
with improvements for handicapped accessibility at various 
libraries, by decreasing the total project allocation to 
$495,000.00 

850,945 

2292 

Cooperation Agreement with URA of Pittsburgh for the 
performance of certain work in connection with the 

1994-1995 Community Development Block Grant 

Program, by decreasing a line item and the total cost by 
$100,000.00 

Depositories 

1066,1382 

BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

2786 

Designating banks and lending institutions to act as 
depositories for the year 1996 in accordance with 

Pittsburgh Code, Title Two, Fiscal, Article Et, 

Depositories 

Disposition Contract 

2023,2111, 

2148 

BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1782 

Disposition Contract by and between URA & Primary Care 

Health Services, Inc., for the sale of Block 174-N, Lots 203 
and 208,13th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh for $1.00 

472,547 

1931 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and William L. & 
Frances O. Loreski for the Sale of Block & Lot 7-N-175, 

20th Ward 

712,799 

1933 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and New Grace 

Baptist Church for the sale of Block & Lot 175-C-243,13th 
Ward for $290.00 

713,799 

1935 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and Michael R, 
Whitely for the sale of Block & Lot Nos. 83-N-313 in the 

11th Ward 

713,799 

1937 

Disposition Contract by and between the URA and G & A 
Development, Inc. for the sale of Block 2-M, Lot 192 & 193 

713,799 

2073 

Disposition contract by and between URA and Hill 

Community Development Corporation for the sale of 
property in the 5th ward of the City of Pittsburgh 

Residential Land Reserve Fund 

924,1043 
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2074 

2429 

2431 

2433 

2435 

2535 

2536 

2564 

2682 

2776 

BILL* 

1798 


Disposition Contract 

SUBJECT 

Disposition contract by and between the URA and Better 
Block Development Corporation for the sale of property 
in the 13th Ward of the City 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and Better Block 

Development Corporation for the sale of block and lot 
I75-D 74 in the 13th Ward for $1,000.00 
URA and HAP for the sale of block 174-H, Lots 367 371 
374 in the 13th Ward 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and Michael J. 
Kist for the sale of Block and Lot 54-F-56,13th Ward. 
$500.00 


PAGE 
924,1043 


1185.1452, 
1556 

1185.1453, 

1556 
1185,1453, 

1557 


Disposition Contract by and between URA and Paula 
for the sale of Block 50-L, Lot 56 in the 10th Ward for 
$ 1.00 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and the Hill 

Community Development Corporation for the sale of 
block and Lots No. 10-J-55and 10-N-15,15th Ward 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and Beverly A. 

Smith and Harold Jordan, Jr., for the sale of Block 83-J, 

Lot 56,11th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh, Garfield 
Sideyard Program 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and Gerald B. 
and Barbara D. Novak for the sale of Block 25-M. Lot 
17,6th Ward 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and Olga A. Lopatina 
for die sale of Block 48S, Lot 202,6th Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh, Industrial Land Reserve Fund Commercial 
Rehabilitation 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and George R. 
and Janice McCollum for the sale of Block 14-A, Lot 
324 


1186,1453, 
1557 

1628,1795 
1628,1795 


1664,1794 

1911 


2022,2144 


Encroachment 

SUBJECT 

Birmingham United Church of Christ, a license to construct a 
handicap ramp in a portion of the right-of-way along Carrick 
Avenue 


PAGE 

475,498 
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Encroachment 


BILL NO. 
1496 

1495 

2266 

2055 

2792 

2218 

2516 

2198 


2515 


2400 

2401 


SUBJECT 

Carlos Vazques, the privilege and license to construct a fence on 
a portion of the right-of-way of Ibsen Way, 14th Ward, 5th 
Council District 

Construct, m a intain and use at his own cost and expense a fence 
on a portion of the right-of-way along Paula Way, 20th 
Ward 

Ernest Stem & Family, 101 Sixth Street, to construct a sign 
marquee over a portion of the right-of-way along Sixth 
Street, 2nd Ward, 6th Council District 

Giglotti, Frank J. an encroachment to construct, maintain and use 
at his own cost and expense a fence on a portion of the right- 
of way along Elmbank Street, 19th Ward 

Granting Charles D. Thomas, an encroachment to construct a 
handicap ramp on a portion of die right-of-way at 1 
Bailey Avenue, 18th ward, 2nd Council District 

Granting unto United Steelworkers Building Fund, an 
encroachment to construction, maintain and use at their 
own expense a concrete handicap ramp on a portion of 
the right-of-way on Stanwix Street, 1st Ward 

Granting unto 1100 Small Street Company, an encroachment 
to construct an entrance with landing and steps on a 
portion of the right of way on Smallman Street, 2nd 
Ward, 6th Council District 

Granting unto Chris Oberst, an encroachment to construct at 
his own cost and expense a set of steps and fence into a 
portion of the right-of-way on Casement Street, 27th 
Ward, 1st Council District 

Granting unto Dawn Hluhan, an encroachment to construct a 
fence on a portion of the right of way on Unnamed Way 
located between Loyal way and Freeland Street, 18th 
Ward 

Granting unto East End Co-Op an encroachment to construct 
a sidewalk cafe on a portion of the sidewalk area on 
Meade Street, 13th Ward, 9th Council District 

Granting unto Edward Lesoon, do Asia Carpet an 

encroachment to construct a handicap ramp on portion of 
the right-of-way on Kirkwood Street, 11th Ward, 9th 
Council district 


PAGE 

51,98 

51,96 

1033,1340, 
1338 

871,984 
2024,2143 
1037,1159 

1582,1668 

1070,1208 

1582, 1898 

1423,1503 

1423,1503 
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BILL NO. 
2794 

2122 

1962 

2793 

1987 

2310 

2170 

2467 

1988 

2217 

1963 


Encroachment 

SUBJECT 

Granting unto Goodwill Industries of Pittsburgh South Side 
Retail Store to construct 29 caissons which serve to 
support the construction on a portion of the right-of-way 
along Carey Way, 3rd Council District 
Granting unto Historic St. Mary's Inc. an encroachment to 
construct steps and landing on a portion of the right-of- 
way on Lockhart St & Nash St, 23rd Ward, 1st Council 
Granting unto L & M Sales 900 Sarah Street and encroachment 
to construct maintain and use at their own cost a concrete 
handicap ramp on a portion of the sidewalk area on Sarah 
Street, 17th Ward, 3rd Council District 
Granting unto Lincoln Property Company an encroachment 
for installation of a private sanitary sewer and one 
manhole in die right-of-way of River Avenue, 234d 
ward. Is Council District 

Granting unto Mienert Truck & Auto, an encroachment to 
construct a building addition on a portion of the right-of-way 
on Harrison Street, 10th Ward 
Granting unto NASA Robotics Engineering Consortium an 

encroachment to construct, maintain and use at their own 

cost and expense a fence on a portion of the unopened 
right-of-way on 40th Street between Conrail right-of-way 
and the Allegheny River, 9th Ward, 7th Council District 
Granting unto Nova Dental Association, an encmarh^ ^t to 
construct a fire escape on a portion of the right-of-way 
along Taylor Street, 8th Ward 
Granting unto Paprazzi Ristorante, an enernaotm,. m 0 
construct a sidewalk cafe on a portion of the sidewalk on 
S. 21st Street and East Carson Street, 16th Ward 
Granting unto Paul F. Renne, an encroachment to rnnetpy-t a 
wall and fence that will be on a portion of the right-of-way of 
Grandview Avenue, 19th Ward, 2nd District 
Granting unto Richard and Lynn Pilarski, their successor and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, and use at their 
own cost and expense a driveway and parking area on a 
portion of the right-of-way on German Square in the 17th 
Ward, 3rd Council District 

Granting unto Saks Fifth Avenue an encroachment to construct 
seven bollards in a portion of the sidewalk area long Oliver 
Avenue, 2nd Ward, 6th Council District 


PAGE 

2024,2143 

975,1088 

750 

2024,2143 

796, 882 
1068,1378 

1037,1207 
1485,1585 
796,812 
1036,1159 

753 


63 


Encroachment 


BILL NO. 
2399 

2197 

2169 

2468 

2649 

2268 

2492 

1796 

1906 


SUBJECT 

Granting unto South Side Local Development an 

encroachment to construct three front stoops with steps 
and one porch on a portion of the right-of-way on South 
Seventeenth Street and (5) front stoops with steps on a 
portion of the right of way on Wharton Street, 17th 
Ward, 3rd Council District 

Granting unto Starbuck Coffee Company, a license to 
construction and maintain at their own expense a 
sidewalk cafe on a portion of the sidewalk area on Shady 
Avenue, 14th Ward, 5th Council District 

Granting unto the Board of Education an encro achm ent to 
construct a sewer lateral easement under a portion of the 
sidewalk on the north side of Forbes Avenue, 14th Ward, 
Council District 8 

Granting unto the Duquesne Club, an encro achm ent to 

construct an exhaust systems and platform to on a portion 
of the right of way on Coffey Way, 2nd Ward, 6th 
Council District 

Granting unto The Foundary, Inc., an encro achment to 
construct a vestibule on a portion of the right-of-way at 
1101 Bradish Street, 17th Ward, 3rd Council District 

Granting unto the Historic Society of Western PA an 

encroachment to construct a canopy with banner and flag 
pole, electrical vault, three stone benches, trash cans and 
existing building billboard, 2nd Ward, 6th Council 
District 

Granting unto Warehouse Development Company a license 
to construct a fence with locked gates, both ends in a 
portion of the right of way on Berlin Way between Fifty- 
Fourth Street and McCandless Street, 10th ward, 7th 
Council District 

Gullo, Joseph, a license to construct, maintain and use at his own 
cost and expense to construct, maintain and use at his own 
cost an expense two metal grates at 2000 Smallman Street, 
2nd Ward, Council District 6 

Jackson, Byrdell and Lexi, 3613 California Avenue, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and use at their own 
cost and expense, eight (8) off street parking stalls with metal 
guide rail in a portion of the right-of-way at 3210 Central 


PAGE 
1423,1503 

1070,1208 

1037 

1485, 1585 

1839,1972, 
1996 

1033,1341 

1550, 1585 

474,526 

681,752 
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Encroachment 


BILL NO. 
1497 

1758 

1797 

1940 

1759 

2267 


SUBJECT 

Martin T. May and encroachment to construct and use at his 
own cost and expense an off-street parking area on the 
portion of the right-of-way of Kenilworth Street 19th Ward 

Slywczuk, Andre, 1201 Sarah Street, his successors and a, 
an encroachment to construct, maintain and use at his own 
cost and expense a fire escape in a portion of the right-of- 
way along Enon Way, 17th Ward 

Sobel, Michael N., a license to construct a wall in a portion of 
the right-of-way on Castleman Street, 17th Ward, 8th 
Council District 

Society for Contemporary Carts, an encroachment to construct 
and use at their own cost a total of three bollards and six 
trees in a portion of the sidewalk along 21st street and 
Smallman, 2nd Ward 

Stem, Ernest & Family, 101 Sixth Street, their successor and 
assigns an encroachment to construct a sign marquee over a 

portion of the right-of-way along Sixth Street, 2nd Ward 

Tilllie Janicki, to construct, maintain and use at there own 
cost an expense a small deck with steps and die 
installation of a wheelchair lift on a portion of the right- 
of-way of Sheffield Street, 21st Ward, 6th council 
District 


PAGE 
42, 79 

433.497 

474,526 
713,753 

434.497 

1033, 1341 


Feasibility Study 

BILL NO. SUBJECT 

2009 Directing the Department of Department of General Services to 

prepare a feasibility and cost assessment report to City 
Council concerning the Bureau of Cable Communication 
providing cable casting services to the Pittsburgh Board of 
Public Education 


PAGE 

944 


BILL NO. 
2680 


Fees 

SUBJECT 

Fee - Establishing the fee issuance of a Municipal Claims 
Certificate 


PAGE 

1911 
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Fees 


BILL NO. SUBJECT 

2689 Fee- Directing the Director of Public Works to establish a 

feel schedule for the collection of municipal waste from 
all public and private schools, religious institutions, civic 
organizations, group homes and clinics in the City and 
authorizing and directing the Director of Public works to 
establis h and maintain a system for the collection of said 
fees 

2681 Fee- Establishing a schedule of fees forthe s wimming pools for 

1996 

2772 Fees - A schedule of fees for rental of buildings, ball fields, 

shelters, picnic facilities and other facilities 

2773 Fees - A schedule of fees for the Schenley Park Rink, the 

S kating Rink’s Meeting Room and Recreation and Senior 
Citizen Center 


PAGE 

1912,2134 


1911 

2022 

2022,2145 


BILL NO. 
1629 

1455 

1760 

2756 


2019 

2020 


Grant (Application) 

SUBJECT 

Authorizing submission of an application to the Department of 
Community Affairs for Emergency Shelter Grants Program 
for fiscal year 1995 

Authorizing the URA of Pittsburgh to submit an application to 
the Pennsylvania 

City of Pittsburgh to submit a grant application to and execute 
relevant agreements with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Resources under the provisions of the PA 
Rivers Conservation Program 

City of Pittsburgh with the U.S. Department of Housing & 
Urban Development for a grant in connection with the 
1995 Community Development Grant Program, by 
deleting line item ST. John's Luther Church, $4,000.00 
and increasing line item Bloomfield Garfield Corporation 
by $4,000.00 

Community Development Block Grant Program, by changing a 
line item in the Department of Engineering & Construction 
and adding a line in the Department of Public Works 

Community Development Block Grant Program, so as to 

decrease funds in City Council and reprogram these funds to 
the Department of Public Works 


PAGE 
198,384 

3,60 

434,498 

1990,2053 

938 

938 
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BILL NO. 
2011 

2012 

2015 

2016 

2017 

2018 
1961 

2293 

2013 

2014 
1560 

2157 

1623 


Grant (Application) 

SUBJECT 

Community Development Statement - by reducing line items in 
City Council and create a new line item in the Department of 
.Public Works 


PAGE 

935 


Community Development Statement - so as to reduce line times 
in City Council and add funds to the Department of 
Engineering and Construction 

Community Development Statement - so as to reprogram funds 
from City Council to the Department of Public Works 

Community Development Statement - so as to reprogram funds 
in the Department of Engineering and Construction 

Community Development Statement - so as to reprogram funds 
m the Department of Public Works 

Community Development Statement - so as to reprogram funds 
in various departments 

Community Development Statement by the City of Pittsburgh 
with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development for a grant in connection with the 1995 CDBG 
Progr am 

Community Development Statement by the City of 

Pittsburgh HUD for a grant in connection with the 1994 
CDBG Program so as to decrease a line item in the URA 

and increase a line item in the Department of Personnel 
and Civil Service in the amount of $100,000.00 

Community Development Statement, so as to decrease line items 
m City Planning and add funds to die Department of 
Engineering & Construction 

Community Development Statement, so as to reprogram funds in 
the Department of Engineering & Construction 

Environmental Protection Agency for a $200,000.00 
Brownfields Pilot Grant to execute cooperative 
agreement with the EPA 

Filing of an application in connection with the Job Training 
Partnership Act, cost not to exceed $1,136,334.00 

Filing of an application with the US Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission for a grant in connection with 
deferral of employment discrimination charges (EEOC-706 
Project), providing for the deposit of funds into a bank 
account 


936 

937 

937 

938 
938 
750 

1066, 1383 


936 

937 
150,183 

1034,1083 
197,320 
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Grant (Application) 


BILL NO. 
2238 


2385 

2384 

2758 

1558 

2156 

1665 

1663 

1577 


2710 


SUBJECT 

Filing of application for financial assistance in the amount of 
$1,000,000.00 with DC A for the North Side Tenants 
Reorganization, Inc., Glen Hazel Citizens Association, 

Hill Community Development Corporation and Oakland 
Planning and Development Corporation Home Program 
Rehabilitation Program 

Grant in connection with the deferral of employment 
discrimination charges/EEOC-706 Project 

Grant in connection with the 1990 CDBG Program, so as to 
reduce a line time in Engineering and Construction and 
add a line item in Parks and Recreation 

Grant in connection with the 1994 Block Grant Progr am , by 
changing City Council line item Stanton Heights from 
$10,000.00 to $0 

Giant in connection with the purchase and planting of Street 
Trees in Regent Square and the Rehabilitation of the 
Swisshelm Park Project 

Implementation of the 1995 Pittsburgh/ Summer Job 
Program 

Submit an application for a grant of Strategy 21 Funds in the 
amount of $13,500,000.00 for the Three Rivers Stadium 
Project 

Submit an application to the Pennsylvania Office of the Budget 
for a Grant of Strategy 21 Funds in the amount of 
$2,500,000.00 for the Heinz Hall Renovation Project 

U.S. Department of Labor and/or Commonwealth of PA for a 
grant in connection with the Job Training Partnership Act for 
the filing and requisition and other data, providing for the 
deposit of funds into a bank account, by increasing the 
amount available by $3,140,411.00, total cost not to exceed 
$5,078,457.00 

URA to submit an application for financial assistance in the 
amount of $1,500,000.00 to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of Community Affairs, for the 
Nine Mile Run Acquisition Project 


PAGE 
990,1077 


1421, 1556 
1421, 1506 

1990,2054 

149,174 

1034,1082 
260,385 

260,385 

152, 


1969,2053 
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BILL NO. 
2383 

2010 

BILL NO. 
1116 

1965 

1582 

1583 
2623 

2056 

1762 

1761 


Grant (Application Amen ding ) 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 937 of 1994, Filing of A community 
development statement, grant in connection with the 
1993 CDBG Program so as to decrease a line item in the 
Housing Authority of Pittsburgh and increase a line hem 
in City Planning 

Amending Resolution 937 of 1994, Filing of a Community 
Development Statement for a grant in connection with 
the 1993 CDBG Program, so as to decrease a line item in 
City Council and create a line item in Public Works, 
Picket Fence Program 


Historic Designation 

SUBJECT 

Designating as an Historic Structure under Section 513 of 
Chapter 1007, Greater Faith Tabernacle Church of God in 
Christ, 550 North Homewood Avenue 

Designating certain structure known as the Centre Avenue 
YMGA, located at 2621 Centre Avenue, designated as Block 
and Lot Number 10-M-154, in the 5th Ward 

Designating Sunnyledge, 5136 Fifth Avenue as a Historic 
Structure 

Designation as a Historic Structure certain structure known as 
Sunnyledge, more particularly located at 5136 Fifth Avenue 

Designation as a Historic Structure under Section 513 of 
Chapter 1007 of the Code of Ordinances that certain 
structure known as the SeUers-Caroahan House, located 
at 400 Shady Avenue, designated as Block and Lot 
Number 84-L-215 

Designation as an Historic District under section 513 of 
chapter 1007 of the Code of Ordinances that certain 
district known as the Alpha Terrace Historic District, 

11th Ward 

Designation certain structure located 125 First Avenue 

designated as Block and Lot Number 1G-201,1st ward. City 
of Pittsburgh 

Designation certain structure located at 121-123 First Avenue 
(also known as 102-122 Boulevard of the Allies), designated 
as Block and Lot Number l-G-125, in the First Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh 


PAGE 
1421,1555 


961,986, 

1041 

PAGE 

99 

751 

153,497 
498 

1788,2143 

871,1350 

434, 719 

434 
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BILL NO. 
2328 

1704 

1708 

2101 


Imprest Fond 

SUBJECT 

$40,000.00 for the purpose of establishing an Imprest Fund 
for the Bureau of Police, Department of Public Safety 

Imprest Fund Department of Parks and Recreation - 

$ 10 , 000.00 

Imprest Fund for the Mayor’s Office 

Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh for the purpose of establishing 
an Imprest Fund for the Bureau of Police, Department of 
Public Safety 


PAGE 

1325,1374 

313.435 

314.436 
1040,2101 


BILL NO. 
1457 


Inspections 

SUBJECT 

Authorizing and directing the Chief of BBI to perform annual or 


Homes 


PAGE 
3,61 


BILL NO. 
1516 

1533 

1980 

1986 


2075 

2077 

2078 


Lease Agreement 

SUBJECT 

Allegheny Commons East 255 East Ohio Street as a Community 
Oriented Police Station 

Alternative Program Associates, 6117 Broad Street as a COP 
Station 


Amending Resolution 896/1992, for a lease agreement with 
Dmardo Limited of certain indoor and outdoor space by 
adding and/or Miscellaneous Services 
Certain property on the 6th floor of 938 Penn Avenue from July 
1,1995 foraterm of26 months at a rental of $3,918.00 per 
month to house the classroom and office space for the 
Pittsburgh Partnership Jobs Initiative Single Point of 
Contract 


Community Oriented Police mini station - property located at 
1350 Evers Drive 12th Ward from the Metropolitan 
Pittsburgh Housing Corporation for a period of 2 years 
Co mmuni ty Onented Police Mini Station - property located at 
901 Galveston Street, 22nd Ward, from Tresbri Development 
Corporation for a period of 2 years 
Co mm u ni ty Onented Police Mini Station - property located at 
1926 Brownsville Road, 29th ward from H. Wayne 
Weinstein, Inc.,, for a period of 2 years 


PAGE 
71,101 

93,132 

794, 885 

796 


924 

924,993 

924, 993 
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1512 

1786 

1787 

1785 

1783 

1849 

1784 

1518 

1517 

1486 

1532 

1515 

1599 

1594 


SUBJECT 


Lease Agreement 


Community Oriented Police mini station property located at 
1165 McKinney Lane, 20th Ward, from Kossman 
Development Company for a period of 2 years 
Hartman and Hartman for use of a space at 107 Knox Avenue as 
a Community Oriented Police Station 
Lawmce DeFrancisco, 34481/2 Frazier Street as a Community 
Oriented Police Station 

Lease Agreement with die Pittsburgh Board of Education for 
space at Arsenal School as a Community Oriented Police 
Station for a term of three years effective October 1 1993 
Lease Agreement with M & M Realty for use of property at 
Apt 4A-170 Reed Roberts Building A, as a community 


1,1995 


Lease Agreement with Sal Willaim, owner for use of space at 08 
Miltonberger Street as a Community Oriented Police Station 
for a term of two (2) years effective February 1,1994 
Lease Agreement with URA for use of space at 300 Mifflin 

Road as a Community Oriented Police Station for a term of 2 
years 

Lease for the use of certain property for a community recreation 
center located at 200 Tabor Street 
Lease with Care Network 

Noble Towers Associates 2440 Baldwick Road as a Community 
Oriented Police Station 

Petty Partners, 1970 Clayton Avenue as a Community Oriented 
Police Station 

Pittsburgh Cultural Trust as a Community Oriented Police 
Station 


Pittsburgh Parking Authority for use of space located at 120 
Sixth Street - COP Station 

Second East Hills Apartments, Ltd. 2258 East Hills Drive as a 
Community Oriented Police Station 

Space located at 1014 Sheffield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15233, 
21st Ward, from the Housing Authority, Community 
Oriented Police Mini Station 

Space located at 1900 Broadhead Fording Road, Pittsburgh, PA 
15202,28th Ward from the Housing Authority, City of 
Pittsburgh 


PAGE 
924, 993, 
1044 

71,100 

71,100 

473, 501 

473, 502 

473, 500 

472.499 

518,685 

472.500 

71.101 

72.101 
50,75 

83,132 
71,100 
177 

176 
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Lease Agreement 


PAGE 

177 


BILL NO. 
1598 

1593 

1595 

1596 

1597 

1600 

1601 

1513 


SUBJECT 

Space located at 2260 Biacey Drive, Pittsburgh Pa 15221,13th 
Ward, Community Oriented Police Mini Station 
Space Located at 5901 Bryant Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206,11th 
Ward from James Trebac for the purpose of a Community 
Oriented Police mini Station 

Space located at 6290 Auburn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206, 

12th Ward, from the Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
for the purpose of establishing a Community Oriented Police 
Mini Station 

Space located at 7030 Kelly Street, Pittsburgh, P A15208 
Space located at 7321 Frankstown Avenue, 13th Ward, 
Community Oriented Police mini station 
Space located at 803 wanington Avenue, 18th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, Community Oriented Police Mini Station 
Space located at 920 Brookline Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 
15226,19th Ward, from the Housing Authority, Community 
Oriented Police mini station 

The mattress Factory for use of space at 503 North Taylor Street 
as a Community Oriented Police Station 


176 

177 


177 

177 

177 

177 

71,100 


SPEAKER 
Ferlo, Jim 

Cohen, Dan 
Cohen, Dan 

Cusick, Joe 
Cusick, Joe 
Cusick, Joe 
Cusick, Joe 

Cusick, Joe 


Letter Sent 

subject page 

City Clerk to invite every community group to the Public 342 

Hearings regarding the proposed Curfew legislation 

Leaf Inc., 234 

To Conrail and Chiefs of Fire, Paramedic and Police 557 

requesting a report on the conrail train accident that 
occurred April 11,1995 

To the Senate Judiciary Co mmi ttee asking the to vote 272 

affirmative to House Bill 22 

To Mayor Tom Murphy asking him to continue his hard 272 

work in getting Bill 22 passed 

To the Administration requesting an up date of Pioneer 390 

Avenue 

To Governor Ridge requesting that the two percent 659 

operating subsidy for ALCOSAN remain in the State 
Budget 

Requesting letter be sent to the President in regard to the 966 

whole flooding problem down in the Overbrook are 
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Letter Sent 


SPEAKER SUBJECT 


Send Bill 1747, Read and Adopted Resolution 
commending WQED, WQEX, WQED-FM and 
Pittsburgh Magazine, urging Congress and the 
President to oppose eliminating the budget of the 


FerIo > ]im Requesting letter be sent to the President in regard to the 

' wh °te flooding problem down in the Overbrook are 
McDonald, Valerie Requesting Information on the design of the COP Station 


McDonald, Valerie 


O'Connor, Bob 


at the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust Building 
Transmit Copies of Bill 1590 - 75th Anniversary of the 
League of Women Voters to Becky Cain, President, 
1730 M. Street, NW, Washington DC 20036 and to 
Nancy Narago, President, 2nd floor. Wood Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Directing the City Clerk to convey to the State 


Onorato, Dan 


County a request from City Council to amend the 
State Code to allow City of Pittsburgh, A Second 
Class City, to utilize radar devices to enforce posted 
speed limits 

To Director Hennigan requesting them to redesign the tax 
relief form 


Onorato, Dan 
Onorato, Dan 


Ricciardi, Gene 


Director of parks and recreation, requesting a list of life 
guards employed at city pools 
Director of parks and Recreation requesting information 
on $540,000.00 from the Regional Assets District 
given for the four regional parks 
To School Board requesting that the also implement a tax 
relief program for our Seniors 


PAGE 

415 


967 

77 

171 


2055 


658 

1009 

1010 

658 


License Agreement 

BELL NO. SUBJECT 

2637 License Agreement with the Wapiti Micro Systems Inc. to 

provide the City with the unlimited copies of the W4DCS 
and Traffic View System Software programs and any 
future modifications or upgrades free of charge for the 
life of the Agreement 

1482 Salvation Army for the use of the facility located at 1821 

Broadhead Fording Road 


PAGE 
1837,1918 


49,82 
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BILL NO. 
1484 

BILL NO. 
1850 

2446 

2337 

2221 

2240 

2153 

2602 


SUBJECT 


License Agreement 


provision of center services to Senior Citizens S184,674.00 


PAGE 
50,82 


Miscellaneous 

SUBJECT 

Amending Resolution 130 to change code account into which 

proceeds from the public auction of artwork from the Bureau of 

Cable Communications will be deposited 

Amending Resolution 130 of 1995 which directed the 
Director of General Services to conduct a public auction 
to sell certain Bureau of Cable Communications set 
accessories, by requiring opening bids to be at least 50% 
of the original purchase price 

Amending Resolution 415 of 1995, for the City of Pittsburgh, 
Department of Finance to make severance and monthly 
payments to eligible City of Pittsburgh employees who elect 
to participate in the Early Retirement Incentive Program on 
July 1,1995 

Amending Resolution 556/1994, authorizing the National 
Council of Senior Citizens/USA Housing Development 
Corporation to construct a four-story structure with 42 units 
of housing for the elderly and 1 unit for a resident manager 
on property located at 3710 Brighton Road with parking to 
accommodate 13 automobiles on property zoned RP 
Residential Planned Unit Development District, 27th Ward 

Amending Resolution 7 of 1995, authorizing the Council to form 
an Advisory Board for the purpose of reviewing the City’s 
Home Rule Charter; by changing the scheduling of a public 
hearing from thirty days to one hundred and thirty days after 
receipt 

Authorization to make all legitimate administrative 
expenditures in connection with the Pittsburgh 
Partnership Employment Program, cost not to exceed 
$150,000.00 

Authorizing and directing the City Controller and the 
Director of Public works to conduct a comprehensive 
evaluation of the Environmental Services Division of the 
Department of Public Works 


PAGE 
518,666 

1200,1473, 
147 

1327 

1159 


990,1036 


1034,1082 


1702,1972 
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BILL NO. 
2544 

2215 

2351 

2352 

2354 

2506 

2493 

1456 

2149 

1985 

2187 


Miscellaneous 

SUBJECT 

Authorizing and directing the City Controller to conduct an 
annual perfonnance audit of the School district of Pittsburgh 
Authorizing and Directing the Director of Finance and the 
City Controller to open an account or accounts with 
Mellon F inancia l Market, Inc., for the investment of City 
funds 

Authorizing and directing the Director of Finance to prepare 
an inventaiy, utilizing City personnel of all tax exempt 
realty in the City and forward said inventory to Council 
no later than September 30,1995 
Authorizing and directing the Director of Finance to prepare 
an inventory, utilizing City personnel, of all tax 
delinquent realty in the City and forward said inventory 
to Council no later than September 30,1995 
Authorizing and directing the Director ofPublic Worics to cease 
and discontinue the collection of waste from all public 
schools in the City operated by the Pittsburgh Board of 
Public Education, effective January 1,1996 
Authorizing and directing the Human Relations Commission to 
study, develop and implement an ongoing program to 
provide police sensitivity and cultural diversity t raining to all 
City of Pittsburgh Police Officers 
Authorizing and Directing die Solicitor to file an amin^ curiae 
brief 1 with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in the case of 
the City of Washington v. Washington and Jefferson College 
Authorizing the Council of the City of Pittsburgh to form an 
Advisory Board for the express purpose of conducting a 
review of Article 3, Section 309 of the City's Home Rule 
Charter 

Authorizing the Council of the City of Pittsburgh to form a 
Commission for the purpose of identifying members of 
the City Youth Amateur Ice Hockey Team 
Authorizing die Department of Finance to make severance and 
monthly payment to eligible city employees who elect to 
retire on July 1,1995 

Authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation to 
approved expenditures of an explanatory nature, not to 
exceed $1,000.00 in connection with the Community 
Enrichment Program 


PAGE 

1706 
1035,1158 


1187,1369, 

1455 


1188,1369, 

1456 


1370 


1580 


1550 

22 


1032, 1081 
795, 875 
1038,1068 


75 


Miscellaneous 


BELL NO. 
2103 

2356 


1453 

1707 

2155 

1902 

2636 

2691 


2618 


2798 


2707 


SUBJECT 


Authorizing the Director of Public Safety to purchase horses for 
the Mounted Police Program 

Authorizing the Director of Public Works to prepare a report 
itemizing all private institutions, entities, corporations or 
persons which receive material or services from the 
department at no charge and forward said report to 
Council no later than September 30, 1995 
Authorizing the Director of the Department of General Services, 
to file a complaint with the Federal Communications 
Commission challenging the rate increase perpetrated by TCI 
by adding four (4) new channels 
Authorizing the Mayor to appoint Members of Council to 
participate in the negotiations relating to the sale of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball Club 
Authorizing to make all legitimate administrative purchases 
Certification required by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Community Affairs in order to close out the Rehabilitation of 
Arsenal Park Project 

Designating property to be used as the site for the erection of 
the Pittsburgh Police Memorial Monument and 
authorizing an agreement granting a license to enter the 
land therefor 


Directing the Chief Magistrate, City Court to assess and 
collect court costs equivalent to the costs for summary 
offenses established by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
for each and every violation of the provisions of Chapters 
541,543 and 545 of the City Code 
Directing the City Treasurer, Director of Finance and City 
Solicitor to investigate the City of Pittsburgh’s ability to 
implement a tax amnesty program and to report back to 
Council with reco mm endations regarding implementing 
such a program 

Directing the Director of General Services to hire a 
consultant to conduct a disparity study documenting 
discrimination in City contracting against minority and 


women owned business 

Directing the Director of General Services to prepare a 
request for bidding on vending machines for the 
swimming pools 


PAGE 
972,1045 

1370,1503 


2, 18 

313,443 

1034,1082 
680,755 

1837,1917 

1912,1994 


1787,1848 


2025,2112, 
2137 


1968,1999 
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BILL NO. 

Miscellaneous 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1989, 2145 

2746 

Directing the Director of Parks and Recreation to put out a 
bid for advertising rights on the Schenley Park Ice 

Skating Rink floor and Walls 

1670 

Directing the Director of Public Safety and City Planning to 
Develop Service Providers Information Cards, and 
establishment and use of Voucher/Tokens 

261,547 

2706 

Directing the Director of Public Works o prepare a report on 
rental revenue received from buildings, shelters, picnic 
facilities and other facilities in Parks 

1968,1997 

2688 

Directing the Director of Public Works to cease and 
discontinue the uncompensated collection of municipal 
waste from all public and private schools, religious 
institutions, civic organizations, group homes and clinics 
in the City, effective January 1, 1996 

1912,2142 

2708 

Directing the Director Parks and Recreation to enter into a 

contract for the provision of vending machine gj 
swimming pools 

1968,2006 

1547 

Directing the Office of the Mayor to initiate and operate the City 
of Pittsburgh 

148,320 

2679 

Directing the Parks and Recreation Department to present a 

plan to City Council exploring community and/or private 
management of City of Pittsburgh swimming pools 

1911,2000 

2755 

Directing the treasurer to deposit all revenue generated by 
the increase in the earned income tax into the Youth, 
Recreation and Services Trust Fund 

1990,2107, 

2108 

2799 

Establishment of the Disparity Study and Implementation 

Commiosinn 

2025,2112 

2513 

Providing for interfund transfer from the General Fund to the 
Capital Project Fund, on an interim basis, sufficient 
monies to continue the City's Capital Improvement 

Program, cost not to exceed 5,000,000.00 

1581,1632 

2462 

Providing for the hiring of an attorney to act as legal advisor to 
Council to bring a lawsuit in the Court of Common Pleas of 
Allegheny County against the P WS A, challenging the 
reasonableness of the two consecutive 9.9% annual water 
rate increase 

1484 

2818 

Providing for the performance of work by City Forces on 
private property, being Lots No. 101 through 106, 
inclusive as recorded in the Mrs. Margare Miller Plan of 

Lots PBVE, Page 250 

2105, 2147 
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Miscellaneous 


PAGE 


BILL NO. 
2287 

2597 

2569 

1660 


SPEAKER 
Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 


Cohen, Dan 


SUBJECT 

Resolution authorizing and directing the City Solicitor to file a 
formal complaint with the PUC concerning the adverse effect 
on services to City residents from the closure of the 
Banksville service facility 

Resolution authorizing and directing the Directors of Public 
Safety to prepare a report on Implementation of 
Pittsburgh Code Chapter 602 - Minors 
Submitting recommendations to the Administration regarding 
changes in police policies and procedures in an effort to 
reduce the budget deficit Recommendations include but are 
not limited to reduction of police court over time additional 
training tailored to specific issues, physical fitness 
maintenance, continued education incentives, shift and 
assignment rotation, modification of the promotional process 
Supplementing the Rules of Council, by amending Rule XV, 
providing a deadline of 30 days for Council's President to 
schedule public Hearings 


Motion 

SUBJECT 

Letter sent to TCI, asking them three things: One is 
exactly what type of programming these channel g 
contain; two whether TCI received any consumer 
requests and how many for any of these four 
channels; Third whether TCI has an ownership 
interest 

Recommit - Bill 1656 Directing the Director General 
Services in her capacity as the Superintendent of the 
Bureau of Cable Communications to file a complaint 
with the Federal Communications Commission 
challenging the reasonableness of the proposed 
increase in the rates of TCI of Pennsylvania, Inc. in 
the FCC Form 1210 dated February 22,1995 

Letter Sent - Dr. Winek, Head of Crime Lab, and also the 
County Commissioners to report to us on exactly 
what the extent of the damage of drug test results 


1334 

1701,1850 

1665 

259,377 

PAGE 

5 

328 

445 
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SPEAKER 
Cohen, Dan 


Cusick, Joe 
Cusick, Joe 


Cusick, Joe 

Ferlo, Jim 
Ferlo, Jim 

Ferlo, Jim 


Hertzberg, Alan 

Heitzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 

Hertzberg, Alan 
Hertzberg, Alan 


McDonald, Valerie 
McDonald, Valerie 

O'Connor, Bob 
O'Connor, Bob 


Onorato, Dan 


SUBJECT 


Motion 


To formally call on the Governor, our two United States 
Senators, the County Commissioners and the Mayor 
to meet as soon as possible with Westinghouse 
Chairman Michael Jordan and any other 
representatives of Westinghouse to explore ways in 
which we can keep Westinghouse here in Pittsburgh 
Co mm e n d in g the Steelers on their performance during 
the football season 

Recommit Bill 1592 - Transfer of $13,750.00 from Code 
Account Public Safety Training Academy to Code 
Account Highway Safety Project Grant, Department 
of Public Safety 


Amending Bill 1617 - Feasibility Study Liberty Tunnel, 
by addin g that Council receive a copy of the study 
Commending the Pittsburgh Steelers 
Recommit Bill 1682 - Agreement with Oakland 
Transportation Resource Center 


Table Bill 1708 - Warrant in favor of Treasurer, City of 
Pittsburgh - $10,000.00 for the purpose of 
establishing an Imprest Fund for the Mayor's Office 
Amend Bill 2149 - Identifying Members of the City 
Youth Amateur Ice Hockey Team 
Amend Bill 1657, Curfew legislation 
Recommit Bill 2601, Ordinance regarding Vendors and 
Peddlers 

Amend Bill 2680, by substitution 
Amend, Bill 2689 - Public Works to establish fee for 
collection of municipal waste from public and private 
school, religious institutions, civic organizations, 
group home 

Recommit - Bill 2010 - Picket Fence Program 
Recommit Bills 2004,2006 and 2007, companion bills to 
the Picket Fence Program 
Commending the Pittsburgh- Steelers 
Recommit Bill 1800 - Agreement with the Oakland 
Transportation Management Association to provide 
matching funds for the Bike Oakland Project 
Recommit Bill 1499 Residential Parking Permit Program 
Area in the Crawford Roberts Community pursuant 
to Pittsburgh Code Chapter 549 


PAGE 

1355 


63 

212 


330 

65 

382 

436 


899 

1798 

1842 

1992 

2134 


961 

965 

65 

407 


158 
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Motion 


SPEAKER 
Onorato, Dan 

Onorato, Dan 

Ricciardi, Gene 

Ricciardi, Gene 

Ricciardi, Gene 


Udin, Sala 


SUBJECT 

Televise the Public hearing March 28,1995 regarding the 
panhandling legislation 

Recommit Bill 2259, Warrant for 22,672.95 to W. 
Timothy Barry 

Table Bill 1514, Resolution providing for the leasing of 
space at 107 Knox Avenue as a COP Station 

To have Jack Simmons and Irene McLaughlin come 
before council before their reappointments are 
confirmed 

Recommit Bill 2253, An Ordinance, Title Seven, 
Business Licensing, Chapter 765, Commercial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste, by limiting the tinv*< 0 f 
commercial waste pick-up in relation to proximity to 
residential area 

Recommital of Bill 2601, Vendors and Peddlers 


PAGE 

332 

1329 

1605 

217 

1313 


2030 


BILL NO. 
2579 

2405 


1801 


2124 

2440 


Petition 


SUBJECT 

PAGE 

Petition from the African American Workers Union requesting a 
public hearing to conduct a Disparity Study by City Council 

1666 

Petition from the resident of the City of Pittsburgh requesting a 
public hearing regarding Woodboume Avenue becoming a 
one-way designated street from Queensboro Avenue to 

Sussex Avenue 

1424 

Petition from the residents of the City of Pittsburgh Housing 
Authority requesting a public hearing before City Council to 
discuss the problems associated with the current 
Administration of the and the Metropolitan Tenants 
Organization 

475 

Petition from the residents of the City of Pittsburgh requesting a 
public hearing regarding the development of a new senior 
citizen center in Overbrook 

975 

Petition from the residents of the City of Pittsburgh 
regarding the support of a Homewood Art Museum, a 
non profit Pittsburgh based organization, whose project is 
to establish the first African American Cultural Museum 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

1186,1454 
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BELL NO. 
2652 


Petition 


1907 


SUBJECT 


public hearing on Bill No. 2601 - An Ordinance amending 
the Pittsburgh Code, Title Seven, Business T 
Chapter 719, Vendors and Peddlers, Section 719.05, Use of 
Street 


Public Hearing on Bill No. 1879 - Resolution providing for an 
agreement with The Carnegie authorizing the transfer of 
certain equipment from the Buhl Planetarium to The 
Carnegie 


PAGE 

1839 


681 


SPEAKER 
Adlesic, Meredith 

Barrow, Tyreaua 

Bekas, Georgia 

Brown, Martel 

Calfo, James 

Carter, Shaunna 

Casto, Sandra 

Chen, Kesi 

Clemmons, Amir 

Crowley, Matthew 

Cusick, Katie 

Davis, John 

DeGregorio, Amy 


Pledgee 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Leading Council’s meeting of May 2,1995 in the 693 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of December 12,1995 2014 

in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of February 14, 1995 I6g 

in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Councils meeting of September 12,1997 1429 

in the Pledge of Alle gi ance 

Leading Council's meeting of November 28,1995 1961 

in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council’s meeting of May 9,1995 in the 730 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council’s meeting of April 18,1995 in 643 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council meeting of April 4,1995 in the 482 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of February 28, 1995 229 

in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council Meeting of January 17,1995 in 48 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of October 31,1995 in 1775 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of October 3,1995 in 1562 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of December 27,1995 2151 

in the Pledge of Allegiance 
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Pledgee 


SPEAKER 
Dicianno, Carla 

Federovich, Kim 

Ginser, Leah 

Hazber, Doneika 

Hays, Jennifer 

Herrle, Amy 

Hertzberg, Danny 

Hetland, Dane 

Hienald, Terra 

Ivey, Timothy 

Kennedy, Shannon 

Kunesky, Amanda 

Liss, Dana 

Martier, Troy 

McDonald, Jessica 

McGinnis, Danielle 

Melodia, Mark 

Moskiewski, D J 

Neil, Nicholas 

Pallotta, Regina 


SUBJECT 

Leading Councils meeting of September 19,1995 
in the pledge of allegiance 
Leading Council meeting of August 7,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's Meeting of March 28,1995 in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading Council’s meeting of April 18,1995 in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading Council’s meeting of June 6,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of May 31,1995 in the 
Pledgee of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of October 17,1995 in 
the Pledge of Alle gian ce 

Leading Council's meeting of May 23,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of December 19,1995 
in the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading Councils meeting of January 10,1995 in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading Council Meeting of January 31,1995 in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of May 17,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of February 21,1995 
in the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading council's meeting of September 26,1995 
in the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading council meeting of July 11, 1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading council's meeting of September 26,1995 
in the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading Council's meeting of July 18,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of June 27,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council's meeting of October 24,1995 in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
Leading Council Meeting of January 24,1995 in 
the Pledgee of Allegiance 


PAGE 

1475 

1363 

452 

643 

915 

863 

1647 

835 

2100 

13 

90 

780 

189 

1539 

987 

1539 

1022 

1054 

1685 

68 
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Pledgee 


SPEAKER SUBJECT 

Payne, Dontae Le a d ing Councils Meeting of June 20,1995 in the 1020 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Reber, Jordan Leading Council meeting of March 21,1995 with 411 

the Pldedge of Allegiance 

Rouse, Katie Leading Council's Meeting of March 7,1995 in 299 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Rudolph, Max Leading Council's meeting of April 11,1995 in 505 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Sands, Thomas Leading Council's meeting of March 14,1995 in 354 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Scherer, Benjamin Leading Council’s meeting of January 4,1995 in 1 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Schreiner, Christine Leading Council’s meeting of October 31, 1995 in 1775 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Scott, Shelena L eading Council Meeting of February 7,1995 in 140 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Smith, Laura Leading Council meeting of April 4,1995 in the 482 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Still wagon, Todd Leading council's meeting of October 10,1995 in 1609 

the pledge of allegiance 

Tarawak, Kara Leading Council’s meeting of March 14,1995 in 354 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Terrell Kristina Leading Council meeting of December 5,1995 in 1979 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Thomas, Brandon Charles Leadi ng Council meeting of November 13, 1995 1885 

in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Trovato, Joey Leading Council's meeting of July 6,1995 in the 1153 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Villella, Bethany Leading Council meeting of November 8, 1995 in 1830 

the Pledge of Allegiance 

Warywoda, Ken Leading Council's Meeting of June 13,1995 in the 958 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Warywoda, Michael Leading Council’s Meeting of June 13,1995 in the 958 

Pledgee of Allegiance 

Whalen, Shannon Leading Council’s meeting of April 25,1995 in 670 

the pledge of allegiance 

Wissman, Jimmy Leading Council's meeting of September 7,1995 1396 

in the Pledge of Allegiance 

Wood, Ryan Leading Council meeting of October 31,1995 in 1775 

the pledge of allegiance 
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Pledgee 


SPEAKER 
Wroblewski, Mark 

Zwitch, Angela 


SUBJECT 

Leading Council Meeting of July 25,1995 in the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Leading Council’s meeting of August 1,1995 in 
the Pledge of Allegiance 


PAGE 

1291 

1314 


BILL NO. 
1727 

1729 

1833 

1955 

2179 

2285 

2286 

2325 


2445 

2477 

2768 


Read and Adopted - All Members 

SUBJECT 

Declaring the week of March 11 to March 18,1995 to be St 
Patrick’s Week in the City of Pittsburgh 
Supporting AMTRAK 

Declaring, Tuesday, April 11,1995 as Myron Cope and Sports 
Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Commending Bill Lankes for his tireless commitment and 
dedication to the Tri-Hill Valley Little League Association 
Urging Duquesne Light Company not to close the Banksville 
facility 

Commending Sofronia Harris for her commitment and 

dedication throughout her tenure with the City of Pittsburgh 
Commending and congratulating Brigadier General William B. 
Lynch and wishes him continued success and happiness in 
his future endeavors 


Commending Paul Stackhouse, President of the Allegheny 
County Labor Council, the United Labor Day Parade 
Committee it's Chairmen Rich O'Malley and Tom Sweeney, 
and Advisor Patrick Landy, to observe the United Labor Day 
Parade on September 4,1995 
Council of the City of Pittsburgh, expresses its 

disappointment and regret regarding the Water Authority 
decision to increase water rales by 20% over the next two 
years 

Proclaiming October 1,1995 to be the American Diabetes 
Association Walktoberfest Day in Pittsburgh 
Commending both the Duquesne University tamburizans and 
Friends of the Duquesne university Tamburitzans 


PAGE 

363 

368 

506 

746 

1059 

1063 

1065 

1321 


1190,1459 

1540 

2152 
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BILL NO. 
1463 

1643 

1689 

1690 

1723 

1724 
1731 

1747 

1771 

1772 

1773 
1835 

1914 

1915 

1916 
1977 


Read and Adopted - Cohen, Dan 

SUBJECT 

Commending and congratulating David S. Shapira for his 
exemplary leadership to the Jewish Community and to the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Tuesday, February 28,1995 as the Jewish Community 
Center of Pittsburgh Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Commending and t h a nkin g Robert I. Glimcher for his exemplary 
leadership of the Jewish Community 

Declaring the Pittsburgh Opera, Inc. to be a civic and/or service 
organization within the meaning of the Pennsylvania Small 
Games of Chance Act 

Commending the Pittsburgh CISD Team for its fine work in the 
counseling of emergency workers 

Commending the Pittsburgh Chapters of the National 
Organization for Women 

Urging the President of the United States and Pennsylvania's 
Congressional delegation to oppose the Personal 
Responsibility Act of 1995 

Commending WQED, WQEX, WQED-FM and Pittsburgh 
Magazine for exemplary service to the people of the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Commending CASA Program, its administrators and volunteers 
and t h a nks them for their exemplary service to Pittsburgh 
Children 

Opposing the 1995 Supplemental Rescission Bill; because of the 
devastating effects that this bill will have on Pittsburgh 
economically disadvantaged young people 

Commending Council care Adult Day Services staff and 
volunteers 

Declaring, April 12,1995 to be Hillel Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh City Council urging Pennsylvania's Congressional 
delegation to reject any proposal to reduce LIHEAP funding 

Declaring Wednesday, May 3,1995 as Pittsburgh Police 
Retirees Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring, April 25, 1995 Officer Earl Shepherd Day in the City 
ofPittsburgh 

Declaring May 15-20,1995 as Emergency Medical Services 
Week in the City ofPittsburgh 


PAGE 

18 

236 

300 

300 

356 

357 
3739 

413 

459 

461 

463 

512 

695 

697 

701 

790 
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BILL NO. 

Read and Adopted - Cohen, Dan 


SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1978 

Council of the City of Pittsburgh commending President Clinton 
and our government for support a Comprehensive Test Ban 
and achieving a permanent extension of the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty 

792 

1994 

Commending and thanking al the storytellers, and all other who 
made the Heartwood Bus a reality for schoolchildren 

836 

2095 

Commending Pittsburgh Filmmakers as one of our great 
resources and urges the National Endowment for the Arts to 
award Pittsburgh Filmmakers a $500.00 grant under the Arts 
Challenge Program 

964 

2137 

Proclaiming Saturday June 24,1995 as Lesbian, Gay and 

Bisexual Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

1029 

2230 

Commending the Pittsburgh Flames for community activism at 
its best 

989 

2499 

Declaring the week of October 8 -14,1995 to be Fire Prevention 
Week 

1563 

2553 

Commending and thanking Sylvia and Donald Robinson for the 
exemplary leadership of the Jewish Community 

1660 

2554 

Commending Kenny Ross and Big Brothers & Big Sisters of 

Greater Pittsburgh, Inc. 

1661 

2589 

Declaring Saturday, October 28,1995 as Project Bundle-Up Day 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

1690 

2590 

Commending Dance Alloy on its 20th Anniversary 

1693 

2591 

Commending and thanks the Eastside Alliance Volunteers of the 

Year 

1693 

2610 

Declaring Friday, November 17,1995 as Jack C. Robinette Day 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

1776 

2610 

Declaring November 17,1995 as Jack C. Robinette Day in the 

City of Pittsburgh 

1777 

2631 

Proclaiming November 1995 as Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month in the City 

1833 

2670 

Commending Kimberly Clark and Giant Eagle for their 
willingness to donate their resources for the benefit of 

Pittsburgh's children and the fight against drugs 

1905 

2671 

Commending Laidlaw Transportation for its willingness to 
donate its resources for the benefit of Pittsburgh’s children 
and the fight against drugs 

1905 

2673 

Commending J. Paul Martha for his leadership anH commitment 
to Pittsburgh and the community at large 

1906 
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BILL NO. 

2697 

2698 
2732 

BILL NO. 
1506 

1725 

1726 

1748 

1774 

1834 

1949 

1950 

1971 

1972 

2066 

2138 


Read and Adopted - Cohen, Dan 

SUBJECT 

Recognizing the Catholic Youth Association/Stephen Foster 
Community Center 

Recognizing and commending the good work of the volunteers 
at the Bloomfield Senior Center 

Recognizing and declaring Louise Child day Care to be a Civic 
and/or Service organization within the context of the PA 
Small Games of Chance Act 


Read and Adopted - Cnsick, Joe 

SUBJECT 


Commending & congratulating Maria Bemardini for her 
achievement and welcomes her as a United States Citizen 
Declaring Tuesday, March 14,1995 as Jane Quiroz and Kelly 
Timms Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Extending gratitude and appreciation to the Knights of Equity 
Court No. 9 and the Daughters of Erin, and all persons 
participating in the week's centennial festivities 


Endorsing the efforts of the Gaelic League of Pittsburgh both to 
raise funds for the maintenance of Meanscoil Feirste and to 
call attention to the mean-spirited refusal of state support of 
the school by the British Government 
Commending and honoring Jerry The Iceman Contristano, Jr. for 
his years of dedicated services 

Declaring, Wednesday, April 12,1995 as David M. Kadair Day 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

Commending students of John A. Brasher High School who 
have completed the mediation training progr a m 
Commending the Brookline Busines sman 1 ;; Little League 
Association and members of the Brookline neighborhood 
and members of the Brookline business community 
Commending and honoring the Brookline Boxing Club 
Declaring May 11,1995 as Bemie Pack Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 


Commending Ninth Grade students of Carrick High School's 
Learning Community Class for the help for the Oklahoma 
City Red Cross 

Commending and honoring the efforts of the Ancient Order of 
Hiberainans County Board to promote and preserve the 
culture and tradition of their Irish heritage 


PAGE 

1962 

1962 

1985 

PAGE 

69 

358 

362 

415 

465 

509 

731 

783 

781 

783 

916 

1030 
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Read and Adopted - Cusick, Joe 


BILL NO. 
2139 

2326 

2346 

2347 
2594 
2630 
2657 

2765 

2766 


SUBJECT 


Acknowledging the struggle of Irish Nationalist and the 
dedication of Joe Cahill in his fight for peace in Ireland 

Declaring Friday, August 11, 1995 as Otto Lefty Roth Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Saturday, August 12,1995 as Bryson Lesniak, Dawna 
Duermeyer and Erin Nolan Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declare, Monday, August 7,1995 as Officer Carla Hubbard day 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring October 24,1995 as Sister Fiances Rooney Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Friday, November 10,1996 as Frederick Schiller Day 
in the City of Pittsburgh 


Declaring Saturday, November 11,1995 as Brookline Knights 
Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Recognizing and congratulating die participants and newly 
elected Student Council of West Liberty Classical Academy 
Recognizing the Project Blue Light and its organizers and 
encourages all resident of the City 


PAGE 

1030 

1322 

1363 

1364 
1698 
1831 
1890 
2015 
2017 


Read and Adopted - Ferio, Jim 

BILL NO. SUBJECT PAGE 

1462 Declaring Saturday, January 14,1995 as Steve Novak and Greg 16 

Kuban Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

1589 Declaring Friday, February 17,1995 to be Honorable K. Leroy 168 

Irvis Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

1642 Urging all Pittsburgh’s to attend the Save Clerk Candy Company 230 

Rally on March 10,1995 and declares the Month of March 
1995 as Save Clark Candy Month 

1651 Declaring Tuesday February 28,1995 as Florence Arrington Day 249 

in the City of Pittsburgh 

1696 Calling upon Senator Specter and Santorum, Congressman 307 

Coyne and all other Western PA congre ss persons to vote to 
preserve and expand the CSBG funding base 

1769 Declaring, Wednesday April 5,1995 as Save Public and Assisted 453 

Housing Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

1770 Condemning any effort to eliminate Prevailing 455 

1807 Proclaiming, April 8, 1995 as Pauline B. Fields Day 487 

1836 Declaring June 5 - 19,1995 as Project Safe Summer/Wear Your 512 

Helmet Week in the City 
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1951 

2229 

2247 

2365 

2373 

2505 

2524 

2525 

2556 

2596 

2616 

2617 

2617 

2633 

2634 

2677 

2734 

2808 


PAGE 

734 

988 

1023 

1405 

1415 

1579 

1611 

1613 

1662 

1700 

1785 

1786 

1787 

1836 

1836 

1910 

1987 

2102 


Read and Adopted - Ferlo, -T im 

SUBJECT 

Declaring May 9, 1885 to be Bob & Janet Scullion Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Saturday, July 15,1995 at Fred L. Franklin Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring August 3-6,1995 as REGATTA WEEKEND in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring September 7,1995 as CRA day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Peter Zlokas Day in the City of 

Pittsburgh 

Declaring October 19,1995 Mammography Day and encourages 
all women in the City of Pittsburgh to become aware 

Declaring October 10,1995 as Maryanna Meyers Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Recognizing Connelley Technical Institute & Adult Education 
Center, for its accomplishments in adult education in the City 

Commending the Pittsburgh College of Chiropractic for its 
contribution to the development of the chiropractic field 

Proclaiming October 27,1995 to be Help Fair Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring Monday November 6,1995 as Be Winter Wise/Utility 
Fair in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring October 25,1995 as Tom Kerr Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring October 25,1995 to be Tom Kerr Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring November 12,1995 as Bill Cardfile Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring November 2,1995 as KDKA Radio Day in the city of 
Pittsburgh 

Strongly urging the Federal Reserve Board to extend the 
comment period ninety days and schedule a form public 
meeting to discussion a variety of concerns about the 
proposed merger between National City Corporation and 
Integra Financial Corporation 

Recognizing Janet Cercone Scullion for being the first recipient 
of the First Annual Bloomfield Citizen of the Year Award 

Congratulating Generations Together and Intergenerational 
Studies Program Graduating Class of December 6,1995 
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Read and Adopted - Ferlo, Jim 


BILL NO. SUBJECT 

2809 Urging Bell Atlantic to negotiate in good faith and reach a just 

agreement with the Communication Workers of America 


BILL NO. 
2210 

1507 

1779 

1895 

1896 
1917 

1952 

2048 

2133 

2134 

2248 

2249 

2321 


2322 


2323 


Read and Adopted - Hertzberg, Alan 

SUBJECT 

Commending Martin Media for all its charitable donations 
including Martin Media's efforts to fight the spread of graffiti 
Recognizing and Declaring Philharmonic Society to be a Civic 
and/or Service Organization with in the S mall Games of 
Chance Act 

Declaring, March 28,1995 as Neighborhood Associates Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Extending its deepest appreciation to the West End-Elliott Meals 
on Wheels organization for its 15 years of service in helping 
others achieve a healthier and happier life 
Commending all the organization and individuals who 
contributed to the Center for Creative Play 
Proclaiming, May 3,1995 as Barrier Awareness Day and Three 
Rivers Center for Independent Living Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring May 1995 to be ALS Awareness Month in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Congratulating Dan Cairms, Vice President and Manager of 
Integra Bank for 32 years of service in the Shexaden 
Community 

West End Wall of Cultural Pride Mural, 20th Ward 
Applauds and gives sincere praise to all the participants for their 
beautiful work one the Quilt of Pride 
West End-Elliott Joint Project, Inc. ACTION HOUSING, INC. 
Commending Sanford Kelson for his efforts on behalf of 
Veterans For Peace 

Congratulates Ned Gensler and Tom Jones for their great 
achievements in redesigning the Streetface of Caldwell's 
Windoware 

Declaring August 18,1996 to be Christain M. Johnson Day, in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring August 18, 1995 to be Terrence M. Thomas Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 


PAGE 

2103 


PAGE 

1154 

69 

469 

671 

672 
703 

738 

870 

1023 

1027 

1025 

1026 

1315 

1316 

1317 
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2549 

2593 

2595 

2672 

2725 

BILL 

1479 

1546 

1590 

1613 

1614 

1644 

1645 

1646 

1647 

1648 


PAGE 


Read and Adopted - Hertzberg, Alan 

SUBJECT 

Proc l ai ming September 26,1995 as Donna Rosewald Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Recog niz i ng Employee of U.S. Postal Service for then- 

dedication to providing the highest quality of service to the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh 

Proclaiming, October 17,1995 through October 28,1995 to be 
Challenge Cup Week in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring October 22,1995 as Annent W. Poliziani Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Monday, November 20,1995 as Sergeant George 
McCartney Day 

Joining in the community celebration of the 100th Anniversary 
and offers our sincere thanks to the Board and Planning 
Commission Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh November 5 
1995 


1542 

1648 

1695 

1700 

1906 

1980 


Read and Adopted - McDonald, Valerie 

SUBJECT 

Congratu l a ting the 1995 Hand in Hand honorees for their 
contribution to keep the dream of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr 
alive 


Congratulating and commending Youthbuild Pittsburgh, Inc. 
75th Anniversary of the founding of the League of Women 
Voters of the United States 


Commending Coretta Scott King for preserving the legacy of the 
late Dr. martin Luther King 

C ommendin g The Gang Peace Council of Western Pennsylvania 
in its efforts to promote peace wi thin the City of Pittsburgh 
Acknowledging WAMO for their commitment to community 
and extends best wishes 


Applauding The New Pittsburgh Courier and Mr. Rod Doss of 
reporting, educating and alerting us of the news that is vital 
in our community 

Saluting Eddie Edwards, owner of WPTT-TV for his 
extraordinary service to the community 

Saluting Black Women's Political Crusade for capturing a vision 
that encourages women to pursue participation in the 
political arena 

Recognizing Gilbert Berry Enterprise, Inc. 


PAGE 

48 

142,147 
170 

190 

191 
239 
239 

242 

243 

244 
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BILL NO. 

1649 

1652 

1691 

1692 

1749 

1750 

1751 

1752 

1753 

1754 

1755 

1775 

1776 

1777 

1778 
1804 

1837 

1838 
1870 


Read and Adopted - McDonald, Valerie 

SUBJECT 

Proclaiming 1995 as the Kuntu Repertory Theater Year 
Commending the Allegbenians LTD, Inc., 10th Anniversary 
Congratulating and Commending the Pittsburgh Job Corps 
Center for efforts to educa t e and communicate ■with today's 
youth 

Co mm en d in g the Negro Education Emergency Drive (NEED) 
Congratulating and commending Westinghouse High School 
Girls Basketball Team for a Championship season 
Recognizing Rev. Dr. Leroy Patrick for empowering families by 
addressing die social, emotional, and educational ne eds of 
individuals wi thin die community 
Commending Michelle Massie for her unselfish desire to share 
the knowledge of other cultures with fellow students 
Commending Edward Givner and James Henderson for their 
unselfish act of heroism 

Declaring Sunday, March 19,1995 as Buffolo Soldier Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Reco gniz i ng Reverend Thomas J. Jackmon for his Community 
Involvement 

Recognizing 1995 Black Trailblazer Awardees and Men of 
Distinction for their service to the African American 
community and hereby proclaims March 25,1995 as 
Trailblazer Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Saluting Barbara W. Rogers, for an outstanding Mentorship 
Program 

Commending Minona Clinton for being a pioneer of the Labor 
Movement and paving the way for today’s society 
Reco gnizing Estella W. Smith for her leadership and 
commitment to the communities of Allegheny County 
Reco gn i z i ng Dr. A nn a Lou Blevins fop being a distinguished 
Educator and worldly scholar 

Commending, WPTT, The Greater Pittsburgh Commission for 
Women and Magee-Womens Hospital for their commitment 
and dedication in promoting Women In History 
Co mmen d i n g Hand in Hand in recognizing each awardee for 
their outstanding community involvement 
Recognizing Connie Park for her unselfish commitment to 
family, church and community 

Commending the Pittsburgh Cancer Institute for its outreach and 
community efforts in educating the Minority Communities 


PAGE 

245 

252 

301 

301 

420 

422 

425 

426 
428 
432 
432 

465 

466 

467 

468 
483 

515 

515 

644 
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BILL NO. 

Read and Adopted - McDonald, Valerie 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

645 

1871 

Commending Bev Smith for her unique journalism and for 
staying involved with the Community 

1897 

Declaring April 20,1995 - April 23,1995 as Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Weekend in the City 

673 

1918 

Recognizing C.S. Keys for his community involvement and 
commends C.S. Keys for his commitment to today’s youth 

706 

1919 

Honoring the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation and 
all parties involved in the release of A Legacy in Bricks and 
Mortar, African-American Landmarks in Allegheny County 

708 

1948 

Urging the Governor, Pennsylvania House Representatives and 
Senators to oppose PA House Bill 360 which seeks to 
abolish affirmative action program^ including those of 
veterans and the disabled 

758,764 

1954 

Commending The Charming Young Ladies of the Harriet 

Tubman Guild for the ongoing commitment to today’s youth 

744 

1973 

Declaring Monday, May 22,1995 as YMCA Scholar Athlete 

Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

784 

1974 

Declaring May 1995 as Miller Elementary School Day in die 

City of Pittsburgh 

787 

1975 

Recognizing CLEO PAC for their commitment in Crating and 
promoting women to high levels of politics 

788 

1995 

Declaring, May 24-28,1995 as Bill Stryhom Week in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

840 

2093 

Recognizing the efforts of Renaissance Publication and its 
publisher, Connie Portis and proclaims June 1995 at African 
American Men's Month 

959 

2094 

Declaring June 9,1995 as The New Regent Theater Day in the 

City 

Declaring June 16 -18,1995 as Juneteenth Days in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

963 

2135 

1028 

2176 

Applauding the Bloomfield Garfield Corporation College 
Opportunity Program and Mr. Melvin Hubbard El for taking 
the leadership role within the community to educate each 
child to the best of their ability 

1055 

2177 

Commending the American Cancer Society and the Race for the 
Cure's Sister Reach Advisory Council for bringing to the 
community information that could save lives 

1057 

2178 

Declaring June 24,1995 as BET Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

1058 
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BILL NO. 
2211 

2213 

2250 

2324 

2348 

2366 

2378 

2447 

2448 

2500 

2526 

2527 

2528 
2550 

2611 

2611 

2612 


Read and Adopted - McDonald, Valerie 

SUBJECT 

Commending the Fulbrighthays Group Project Grant for 
allowing Pittsburgh Educators the opportunity to travel to 
Africa to learn of their culture and to share our with Africa 
Reco gnizing The Center for Global Education for expanding 
their horizons to educate students of all cultures 
Commending Reverend Harold Tinker for his undying desire to 
receive a high school diploma and for being committed 
enough to achieve that goal 

Reco gniz i ng , August 6,1995 as The Golden Lancers Drum and 
Bugle Coips. Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Declaring, Saturday, August 12,1995 as Belmar Gardens Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring August 19,1995 as Dr. -Wiliam O. Gcnerett Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Welcome the Allegheny Conference 149th Annual Session to the 
City of Pittsburgh and congratulates the A.NLE. Zion Church 
on their bicen tennial 

Reco gn i zin g the Zonta International Club 
Declaring September 22,1995 as University of Pittsburgh 
School of Dental Medicine Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Reco gnizing and commending Marilyn McKinney, the member 
of the African Americans for Make A Wish Committee 
Declaring October 16,1995 as Million Man March day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Recognizing the Grand United Order of Antelopes of America 
9 lt ^jP° iated who will hold their annual meeting October 6- 

Declaring October 5,1995 as Alpha Terrace Day in the Citv of 
Pittsburgh 

Commending the Sportsman's Unit 913, American Legion 
Auxiliary for the accomplishments and their active 
involvement in each and every community 
Declaring, October 31, 1995 as Sickle Cell Society Inc., Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring October 31, 1995 as Sickle Cell Society, Inc. Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Commending the Family Health Council Incorporate for talrino 

the lead role of educating our teens on the importance of 

health education and teen pregnancy 


PAGE 

1156 

1157 
1027 

1319 

1366 

1408 

1419 

1476 

1477 

1567 

1617 

1625 

1626 
1650 

1778 

1779 

1780 
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BILL NO. 

Read and Adopted - McDonald, Valerie 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1780 

2612 

Recognizing and commending the Family Health Council 
Incorporate 

Commending Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank in 
McKeesport for 15 years of services 

2658 

1891 

2675 

Recognizing the Seventieth Anniversary of the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc., Iota Phi Graduate Chapter 

1908 

2699 

Commending and recognizing Ramon' Tru Dixon and Chuck 

Deanes for taking on the challenge of walking to New Your 

City for our youth and for something that they truly believe 
in 

1963 

2726 

Commending and recognizing the trailblazers of yesterday for 
pioneering the way for women of today to have the right to 
vote 

1981 

2727 

Congratulating the Westinghouse Bulldogs who defeated 

Peabody High School 

1981 

2806 

Declaring Friday, December 29,1995 as Jacques L. Kahn Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

2101 


BILL NO. 

Read and Adopted - O'Connor, Bob 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

18 

1463 

Commending and congratulating David Shapita for his 
exemplary leadership to the Jewish Community and to the 

City of Pittsburgh 

1527 

Declaring, January 28,1995 as Bob Lefty Campbell-Elmer Bud 
Buretr Richard Lyle Joyce-Marty Small Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

75th Anniversary of die founding of the League of Women 

Voters of the United States 

91 

1590 

170 

1643 

Declaring Tuesday, February 28, 1995 as the Jewish Community 
Center of Pittsburgh Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

236 

1653 

Opposing the closure of Pittsburgh International Airport - 911th 
Airlift Wing of the U.S. Air Force Reserve 

253 

1697 

Declaring, Tuesday, March 7,1995 as Stacy and Dan rnhan in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

310 

1726 

Extending gratitude and appreciation to the Knights of Equity 

Court No. 9 and the Daughters of Erin, and all persons 
participating in the week's centennial festivities 

362 

1727 

Declaring the week of March 11 to March 18, 1995 to be St 

Patrick's Week in the City of Pittsburgh 

363 


95 


BILL NO. 
1748 


1756 

1773 

1779 

1805 

1806 
1808 
1872 
1898 
1976 

1996 

1998 

1999 

2000 
2001 
2002 

2046 

2047 

2097 

2098 
2132 


Read and Adopted * O'Connor, Bob 

SUBJECT 


to 


cal] attention to the mean-spirited refusal of state support of 
the school by the British Government 


Declaring March 19 - 25,1995 as Children and Hospitals Week 
TM in the City of Pittsburgh 
Commending Council care Adult Day Services staff and 
volunteers 


Declaring, March 28,1995 as Neighborhood Associates Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Proc l a iming March 30,1995 through April 13,1995 as Greek 
Week in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Saturday, April 8,1995 as Family House Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring, Saturday, April 15,1995 as the Champions 
Association Inc. Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Declaring Friday, April 21,1995 as Dylan Lama Shields 
Demanski Day in the City of Pittsburgh 
Declaring Sunday, April 22,1995 as Courage to Come Back 
Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring May 10,1995 as Wayne Gerhold Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring, May 22-26,1995 to be Allerdice Dragons Week 
Declaring, May 22-26,1995 to be Allerdice Dragons Week 
Declaring, May 22-26,1995 to be Allerdice Dragons Week 
Declaring, May 22-26,1995 to be Allerdice Dragons Week 
Declaring, May 22-26,1995 to be Allerdice Dragons Week 
Declaring, May 22-26,1995 to be Allerdice Dragons Week 
Declaring Tuesday, May 30,1995 as Bernard J. LiffDay in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Wednesday, May 31,1995 as JETS day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring Monday, June 12,1995 as Cheech and Kitty T itman 
Day in the city of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Monday, June 12,1995 as Allderdice Dragons Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

Declaring Tuesday, June 20,1995 as Community Technical 
Assistance Center Day in the City of Pittsburgh 


PAGE 

415 


433 

463 

469 

483 

485 

487 

646 

673 

789 

842 

842 

842 

842 

843 
848 
864 

867 

969 

970 
1022 


96 



2251 

2283 

2367 

2449 

2450 

2501 

2502 

2529 

2551 

2552 

2592 

2613 

2614 

2659 

2700 

2767 


Read and Adopted - O'Connor, Bob 

SUBJECT 

Commending and honoring the efforts of the Ancient Order of 
Hib eminans County Board to promote an d preserve die 
culture and tradition of their Irish heritage 

Acknowledging the struggle of Irish Nationalist and the 
dedication of Joe Cahill in his fight for peace in Ireland 

Reco gnizing the Team's Tenth Anniversary, Council hereby 
declares July 18, St Francis Medical Center's Critical Care 
Transport Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

Request that the State legislature put aside politics on the 
question and allow the mater of legalized gaming to be 
settled one way or the other 

Declaring August 15,1995 as Jenny Lee Bakery Day in the City 
ofPittsburgh 

Proclaiming September 17 - 23,1995 as National Adult Day 
Care Center Week 

Commending Jim Cordy for his effort and initiative to create die 
Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Parkinson Disease 
Association 

Declaring October 6,1995 as National Physician Assistant Day 
in the City ofPittsburgh 

Proclaiming October 6,1995 as Sons of Columbus Day in the 
City ofPittsburgh 

Proclaiming Tuesday, October 10,1995 as Giant Eagle day in 
the City ofPittsburgh 

Proclaiming Saturday, October 28,1995 as Lebanon Day in the 
City ofPittsburgh 

Proclaiming October 17,1995 as Challenge Cup Week in the 
City ofPittsburgh 

Proclaiming, Tuesday, October 17,1995 as Big Wheel Deliver 
Meals Day in the City ofPittsburgh 

Declaring November 5-11, 1995 as National Radiologic 
Technology Week 

Proclaiming the month of November 1995, as Litter Prevention 
Month in the City ofPittsburgh 

Declaring the week of November 19,1995 as Israeli Youth 
Ambassadors Week 

Proclaiming, November 28,1995 as National Domestic Abuse 
Counseling Day 

Proclaiming December 8,1995 as Greenfield Football and 
Cheerleader Day in the City 


PAGE 

1029 

1031,1080 
1029 

1044 

1409 

1478 

1480 

1568 

1570 

1626 

1651 

1653 

1694 

1781 

1783 

1895 

1964 

2020 
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Read and Adopted - O'Connor, Bob 


BILL NO. SUBJECT PAGE 

2805 Convey to the State Legislative Delegation representing 2057 

Allegheny County a request from City Council to amend the 
State Code to allow City of Pittsburgh, A Second Class City, 
to utilize radar devices to enforce posted speed limits 

Read and Adopted - Onorato, Dan 

BILL NO. SUBJECT PAGE 

1544 Commending Goods for Guns Program 142 

1461 Commending all the young people involved in making the 16 

Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre presentation of The Nutcracker a 
success 

1528 Commending Most Holy name School in Troy (£11 for the 91 

dedication to Catholic Education 

1591 Recognizing the efforts of the Cherales Avery Institute 172 

Committee, the Office of the Register of Wills of Allegheny 
County 

1615 Commending the Department of Engineering and Construction 192 

and the employees of the Department of General Services, 

Bureau of Repairs for the efficiency and quality of work put 
forth to restore the preschool room of the Cowley Recreation 
Center 

1616 Congratulating the faculty, parents, students and volunteers at 195 

Saint Peter School as they celebrate their 145th Anniversary 
1641 Commending all those involved in the Kids Around Town 230 

Project 

1650 Commending Mr. Kenneth Wade for years of dedication and 247 

service as an educator 

1654 Congratulating Perry Athletic Association 254 

1655 Congratulating all those who have worked to make the existence 255 

of the North Side Christian Health Center 

1693 Commending Senta Burton, Coordinator of the CAJLLN.G. 302 

Program 

1694 Welcoming the delegates of the Allegheny/Scranton District 305 

Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church 

1695 Commending Mr. Jerry Schwartz on his 36 dedicated years of 306 

service to St Cyril of Alexandria parish 

1728 Encouraging the Pittsburgh community to participate in making 366 

the Fair Lady Frolic on March 26,1995 at the Pittsburgh 
Hilton on overwhelming success 
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BILL NO. 

1729 

1731 


1873 


1874 

1899 

1900 

1920 

1921 

2067 

2068 

2069 

2070 

2096 

2180 

2181 

2246 


Read and Adopted - Onorato, Dan 

SUBJECT 

Supporting AMTRAK 

Urging the President of the United States and Pennsylvania’s 
Congressional delegation to oppose the Personal 
Responsibility Act of 1995 

Commending the United Way of Allegheny County, Eat IsT Park, 
ALCO Restaurants, the University of Pittsburgh and the 
Corporate Volunteer Council for their work and dedication in 
organizing and acknowledging the efforts of the many 
volunteer programs throughout the region 

Welcoming Sister Margaret Angeline Banar to our Great City 
and congratulates her on the celebration of her 25th jubilee 

Commending the Prve Katolicke Slovenske Jednota for years of 
dedication 

Congratulating North Catholic Trojanettes and staff for their 
hard work 

Reco gnizin g & congr atulating the Perry Athletic Association for 
their tireless dedication to the community for the past 50 
years 

Commending the Jewish Education Institute of Pittsburgh 

Recognizing and commending the officers of the Young Men’s 
Club, the Ladies Auxiliary and the East Northside Action 
Committee for the hard work and dedication to improving 
the North Side 


ive 


Readiness for Employment Program 
Declaring Saturday, June 3,1995 as Trail Focus Day in die City 
of Pittsburgh 


ADOPT A HIGH-RISE program on the successful 
celebration of its first anniversary 
Reco gn i z i ng and joins the North Side Veterans Council in 
honoring their Fifty-Ninth annual Flag Day Celebration 
Commending Giuseppe D'Andrea and all those involved for 
bring Dr. Marcello Venezial, Governor of the Molise region 
and Safinim; the First Molise exhibit to our City 
Commending Ray Zeller and Curtis Martin for all their achieve 
Council of the City of Pittsburgh urging Pittsburgh residents to 
come out to the ballpark on Saturday, August 5,1995 to 
demonstrate our desire to have Pittsburgh remain the home 
of the Pirates and to keep baseball in the City 
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PAGE 

368 

373 


646 


649 

674 

676 

709 

709 

918 

920 

921 

922 

966 

1061 

1064 

998 


Read and Adopted - Onorato, Dan 


BILL NO. 
2252 

2316 

2327 

2368 

2369 

2370 

2410 

2451 

2503 

2504 

2632 

2676 

2701 

2728 

2729 

2768 


SUBJECT 

Recognizing and congratulates die North Catholic Trojans and 
staff for the hard work in attaining the school's first WPIAL 
baseball title 

Commending those involved in brin ging about die Leukemia 
Society of America's Third Annual A Taste of Pittsburgh's 
Pasta, July 28th, 1995 

Commending all those involved in CCAC, Allegheny Campus 
Basic Training Program and congratulates the Cadets who 
graduated on Friday, July 28,1995 
Congratulating the members of the 453rd AAA (AW) Battalion 
on its 50th Anniversary 
Commending Stephen M. Shordey 
Commending the Perry Hilltop Association for Successful 
Enterprise 

Reco gn i z i ng and declaring the Pittsburgh Irish Festival, Inc. to 
be Civic and/or Service Organization with the context of the 
Pennsylvania Small Games of Chance Act 
Welcoming Mr. Justice OTlaherty to Pittsburgh 
Commending the Columbus Day Parade Committee 
Reco gniz i ng and commending all those who participated to 
or g a niz e the Ninth Annual Head of the Ohio and wishes the 
group much success on October 7,1995 
Declaring November 9-11, 1997 as African Violet Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

Commending the accomplishments of MR. John Smith and 
congratulates him on being named the 1995 Ukrainian of the 
Year 

Commending and congratulating The Whale's Tale for 25 years 
of services to the City of Pittsburgh 
Recognizing Mrs. Frances bulls for thirty years of dedicated 
service to the Pittsburgh Public School District 
Reco gnizin g Daniel J. Leo for his outstanding citizenship and 
service as a Scout and congratulates him on achieving the 
honor of becoming an Eagle Scout 
Commending both the Duquesne University Tamburitzans and 
the Friends of the Duquesne University Tamburizans for 
their work in keeping our ethnic cultural tradition alive 


PAGE 

1030 

1072 

1325 

1410 

1411 

1412 

1425 

1482 

1572 

1576 

1835 

1909 

1967 

1982 

1983 

2021 


100 



BILL NO. 

Read and Adopted - Ricciardi, Gene 


SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1730 

Declaring March 17 -19,1995 as V & S Auto Parts Days in the 

City of Pittsburgh 

371 

1780 

Wishing Paul Pachuta a Happy 80th Birthday and declaring 

March 24,1995 as Paul Pachuta Day in the City of 

Pittsburgh 

471 

1896 

Commending all the organization and individuals who 
contributed to the Center for Creative Play 

672 

1901 

Declaring Friday, April 28, 1995, Freedom Friday Day in the 

City of Pittsburgh 

678 

1956 

Proclaiming May 14 -21,1995 as Highway Engineering Week in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

747 

2371 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Danny LaGamba Day in the 

City of Pittsburgh 

1412 

2372 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Justin Zlokas Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Peter Zlokas Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh 

1412 

2373 

1414 

2374 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Amelia Navarro Day in the City 
of Pittsburgh 

1416 

2375 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Kenneth Shuttleworth Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh 

1418 

2376 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Stephanie Zlokas Day in the 

City of Pittsburgh 

1418 

2377 

Declaring September 7,1995 as Carol Simeone Day in the City 
ofPittsburgh 

1418 

2479 

Declaring October 7, 1995 as St. Came Alumni Association Day 
in the City ofPittsburgh 

1546 

2587 

Declaring, October 24,1995 as South Side Community Council 
Neighborhood Beautification Committee and Cub Scouts 
from Pack 572 Day in the City ofPittsburgh 

1686 

2588 

Congratulating the Rotary Club of the South Side for its 

outstanding dedication and service to the community for 50 
years 

1688 

2615 

Supporting the Great American Main Street Awards 

Competition 

1784 

2616 

Declaring November 6,1995 Be Writer Wise/Utility Fair in the 

City ofPittsburgh 

1785 

2730 

Recognizing, 29th Ward Cairick Block Watch 

1985 

2731 

Declaring, Saturday December 2,1995, as Branislav Lichardus, 

M.D. D.Sc. Day 

1984 
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BILL NO. 
2071 

2349 

2378 

2480 

2555 

2660 

2733 

2807 


Read and Adopted - Udin, Sala 

SUBJECT 

Declaring Thursday, June 16,1995 as Day of the African Child 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

Commending and congratulates Mrs. Louise Brookins for her 
outstanding honor 

Welcome the Allegheny Conference 149th Annual to the 

City of Pittsburgh and congratulates the A.M.E. Zion Church 
on their bicentennial 

Commending the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
for their contributions to the African American community 

Commending the Pierian for their contributions to the 
community and to the arts and extends congratulations as 
they celebrate their eight biennial in the City of Pittsburgh 

Welcoming PaPaTs restaurant to the famed Strip District of 
Pittsburgh 

Recognition to the Boys Choir of Harlem 

Commending Michael Nichols for all his outstanding work in 
the community 


PAGE 

923 

1368 

1419 

1547 

1662 

1895 

1986 

2102 


BILL NO. 

SPEAKER 

Reappointment 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1687 

Armstrong, Thomas 

Armstrong, Thomas W. - Member of the 

268 

2092 

W. 

Cobb, Linda A. 

City of Pittsburgh's Planning 
Commission, term to expire January 1 
1999 

Appointing Linda A. Cobb, as a 

946,1037 

2408 

Dyda, Judy 

Member of the City of Pittsburgh 
Magistrate Court with a term to 
expire December 31,1998 

Reappointment as a Member of the 

1425 

2411 

Fife, Jesse W. 

Pittsburgh Parking Authority for a 
term to expire May 31,1999 

Fife, Jesse, Jr., member of the Zoning 

1427 

2407 

Johnson, Conrad 

Board of Adjustment for a term to 
expire December 31,1997 

Reappointment as a Member of the 

1425 


Stadium Authority for a term to expire 
December 31,1999 
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BILL NO. 

SPEAKER 

Reappointment 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

1640 

McLaughlin, Irene 

McLaughlin, Irene, 4307 Stanton Avenue, 

216,316 

2315 

Ricciardi, Gene 

as a Member of the City of 

Pittsburgh's Magistrate’s Court Term 
expires January 31,1999 

Reappointment as a Member of the City 

1300 

2409 

Ross, Nancy 

of Pittsburgh's Water and Sewer 
Authority for a term to expire 

December 31,1999 

Reappointment as a Member of the 

1425 

1639 

Simmons, William 

Pittsburgh Parking Authority for a 
term to expire April 30,2000 

Simmons, Jack, Esquire, 657 Paulson 

216,315 


Avenue, as a Member of the City’s 
Pittsburgh's Magistrate's Court Term 
to Expire January 31,1999 


Recommit 


SPEAKER 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 

Cohen, Dan 

Bill 2330 - Resolution authorizing and directing the City 
Controller to create a special; trust fund to be 
designated as the Federal Task Force Trust Fund 

1388 

Hertzberg, Alan 

Bill 2253 - Ordinance Title Seven, Chapter 765, 

Commercial Hauling of Municipal Waste 

1342 

McDonald, Valerie 

Bill 2010 Grant in connection with 1993 CDBG 

Program, so as to decrease a line hem in the 

994 

Ricciardi. Gene 

Department of Public Works (Picket Fence Program) 


Lease Agreement, 107 Knox Avenue, COP Station - 
Knoxville 

99 


Residential Parking 

BILL NO. SUBJECT 

1499 Implementation of a Residential Parking Permit Program 

Area W in the Crawford Roberts community pursuant to 
Pittsburgh Code Chapter 549 

2219 Amending Resolution No. 668,1990, entitled Providing for 

implementation of a Residential Parking Permit Program, 
Area R in the Bloomfield community pursuant to 
Pittsburgh Code Chapter 549 


PAGE 
128,52, 182 

1037, 1159 
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Residential Parking 

BILL NO. SUBJECT 

2220 Amending Resolution 95,1994, entitled Providing for 

implementation of Residential Parking Permit Program 
in portions of Bloomfield community pursuant to 
Pittsburgh Code, so as to amend the streets included in 
AreaH 

2403 Amending Resolution 1267/1993, providing for the 


Area V in the Shadyside community pursuant to 
Pittsburgh Code Chapter 549 


PAGE 

1037,1159 


1424, 1504 


Sale of Property - Amending 

BILL NO. SUBJECT 

1820 Amending Resolution 302/1994, which repealed Res. No. 302, 

eff 5-9-94, which authorized the sale of 102 Genitt Street, 9 
12th Ward, 125-D-45 a vacant lot to Walter J. Anderson & 
Francis Anderson, for $350.00 to correct the spelling of the 
name of one of the purchases to correctly read Frances 
Anderson 

2397 Amending Resolution 854/1992, which authorized the sale of 

2128 Hemans Street to Robert Wilson, by reducing the 
price to $800.00 as it was deemed necessary to demolish 
on of the structures 


PAGE 
491,661 


1423, 1495 


BILL NO. 
1578 


1605 

1626 


Sale of Property - Conveyance 

SUBJECT 

Conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh of certain property, under 
Act No. 171 of 1984, entitled. Second Class City Treasurer 
Sale and Collection Act, effective December 11,1984, 
having been placed for sale to adjoining property owners in 
conjunction with the City of Pittsburgh/NeighborFair 
Sideyard Program 

Conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh of Certain Property under 
Act No. 171 of 1984, entitled Second Class City Treasurer 
Sale and Collection Act effective December 11,1984 

Conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh of certain property under 
Act No. 171 of 1984, entitled Second Class City Treasurer 
Sale and collection Act, NeighborFair Sideyard Program 


PAGE 

206 


178,266 

198,318 
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BOX NO. 
1674 

1821 

1878 

1887 

2168 

2274 

2297 

2305 

2306 

2490 

2491 
2620 

2620 

2621 

2646 

2788 

2789 


Sale of Property - Conveyance 

SUBJECT 

Conveyance by the City of certain property under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled. Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
Collection Act, effective December 11,1984 
Conveyance of certain property under Act No. 171 of 1984, 
entitled Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection 
Act, effective December 11,1984 
Conveyance of certain property in the 2nd Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh to the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh 

Conveyance by the City of certain property under Act No. 171 of 
1984, Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act of 1984 
Conveyance of certain property in the 22nd ward of the City 
of Pittsburgh to the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh for the sum of $1.00 
Conveyance of Property, 23rd Ward to the URA for the sum 
of $1.00 

Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act, having 
been placed for sale to adjoining property owners in 
conjunction with the City of Pittsbuxgh/NeighborFair 
Sideyaid Program 

Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act, effective 
December 11,1984 

Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
effective December 11,1984 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
effective December 11,1984 
Conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh of certain property, 
under Act No. 171 of 1984, entitled. Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act effective December 
11,1984 

Sale of Property in Accordance with Act N<* 171 of Second 
Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Sale of Property in Accordance with Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act, effective December 
11,1984 

Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Conveyance - Second Class City Treasurer Act, to the URA 
Conveyance - Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
Collection Act 


PAGE 
261,379 

492,661 

650,719 

652,718 

1036 
1034,1505 

1066, 1383 
1067 

1067 
1549,1631 
1550, 1631 
1788,1897 

1788, 1897 
1788, 1897 

1838,19 16 
2023,2111 
2023,2111 
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Sale of Property - Petition 


BILL NO. 
1488 

1606 

1739 

1822 

2050 

2051 
2241 
2307 

2398 

2538 

2541 

2622 

2686 

2790 

2800 


SUBJECT 

Sale of Certain Property in accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Petition for the sale of certain property acquired at tax sales in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, Second Class City 
treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Petition for the sale of certain property acquired at tax sales in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Petition of certain property acquired at tax sales in accordance 
with Act No. 171 of 1984 Second Class City Treasurer Sale 
and Collection Act 

Filing of a petition for the sale of certain property acquired at tax 
sale in accordance with Act No. 171 of 1 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act, effective 
December 11,1984 

Sale of certain property in accordance with Act No. 171 of 
1984, Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Petition for the sale of certain property under act no. 171 of 
1984, entitled. Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
Collection Act, effective December 11,1984 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act, 
effective December 11,1984 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act, 
effective December 11,1984 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act 
Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act, 
effective December 11,1984 

Petition - Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection 
Act, effective December 11,1984 
Petition - Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection 
Act 

Petition - Second Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection 
Act, that property designated as Block and Lot 80-H-14 


PAGE 

51,95 

178,266 

375,476 

492,662 

811.870 

811.871 
1073 
1067 

1423,1495 

1186,1453 

1629,1706 
1788,1898 

1912,2048 

2024.2111 

2025.2112 
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Sale of Property - Quit Claim Deed 

BILL NO. SUBJECT 

2396 Authorizing the City of Pittsburgh to issue a quit-claim deed for 

property designated as being part of Block 41E, Lots 316 and 
317,11-13 Berry Street, 28th Ward to Port Authority of 
Allegheny County for the sum of $1.00 


BILL NO. 
1604 

1818 

1819 

2049 

2304 

2787 


Sale of Property - Repealing 

SUBJECT 

Repealing various resolution approved on various 

authorizing the sale of properties in various ward of the City 
of Pittsburgh in accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984 

Repe aling resolutions, approved on various da te s , 
the sale of properties in various wards of the City of 
Pittsburgh in accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984 

Repealing item A of resolution 709/1994, for the sale of a 2 sty. 
alum sdg. hse, 613 Lowell Street, 12th Ward, 124-232 to 
Pearl M Taylor for $500.00 

Repealing various resolutions approved on various dates in 
various wards of the City in accordance with Act No. 171 of 
1984 

Repealing various resolution on various dates, authorizing the 
sale of properties in various wards, in accordance with Act 
No. 171 of 1984 

Repealing various dates authorizing the sale of properties in 
various wards of the City of Pittsburgh in accordance 
with Act No. 171 of 1984 


BILL NO. 
2269 


Service Agreement 

SUBJECT 

Authorizing the Mayor and the Director of the Department of 
Public Works to execute a service agreement with the 
Town of McCandless Township Sanitary Authority 
consenting the assignment of sewage services 
amendment agreement 


PAGE 

1423 

PAGE 
178,266 

491,661 

491,661 

811,870 

1067 

2023,2111 

PAGE 
1033, 1337, 
1391 
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Sewage Facilities Plan 


BILL NO. 
1510 

2560 

2561 
2638 

2507 

2507 

1813 

1733 

1481 

2289 

1975 

1480 


SUBJECT 

Adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan for the Jewish 
Campus of JCO, Inc. 

Adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan for the ALCOA 
North Shore Headquarters Plan of Property located on 
Isabella Street, 22nd Ward 

Adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan for the North Shore 
Project Area - Lincoln North Play Property, 23rd Ward 
Adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan for the Ridge Nursing 
Facility Development Plan of Property, located adjacent to 
Riverveiw Center for Seniors, 15th ward 
Adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan revision for 
Washington's Landing (Herr's Island), 26th Ward 
Adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan revision for 

Washington's landing Housing located on Washington's 
Landing (Herr's Island, 26th ward 
Adopting Official Sewage Facility for the Manchester 
Supportive Housing located on Page Street 
Adopting Official Sewage Plan for the Greenfield Terrace 
Housing for Seniors 

East Liberty Supportive Housing Project 
George A. Roberts Hall, located on Carnegie Mellon 
University's Campus 

Official Sewage Facilities Plan revision for the Towne Place 
Apartments located on Colwell Street, 3rd Ward 
The University of Pittsburgh MPAC Building 


PAGE 

70.133 

1663,1828 

1663,1828 
1918 

1580 

1670 

489,667 
374,444 

49.133 
1065,1388 

793,886 

49,132 


BILL NO. 
1656 


1699 

1700 


TCI 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Directing the Director of the Department of General Services to 259,322, 

tile a complaint with the Federal Communications 387 

Commission, challenging the reasonableness of the proposed 
increase in the rates of TCI, FCC Form 1210, dated February 
21,995 

Deadline for reviewing the rate filing of TCI of Pennsylvania, 312,440 

Inc., for increases in rates for the installation and equipment 
and extending the deadline to June 23,1995 
Denying the increase in the rate of Basic Service proposed in the 312,440 
Form 1210 filed by TCI of Pennsylvania on February 23, 

1995 
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TTF 


BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

PAGE 
1484,1998 

2460 

Adopting the Tax Incremental Financing Plan presented by 
the URA of Pittsburgh creating the Perm Liberty Plaza 

Tax Incremental Financing District 

2272 

Authorizing the URA to pursue a Tax Incremental Financing 
Proposal for portion of the North Shore Redevelopment 

Area, District 1 

1034,1351 

2389 

Pursue a Tax Incremental Financing Proposal or Proposals for a 
portion of the Strip District Redevelopment Area 

1422 

2389 

Resolution authorizing the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh to pursue a Tax Incremental Financing Proposal 
or Proposals for a portion of the Strip District 

Redevelopment area 

1506 

2386 

Tax Incremental Financing Plan presented by URA, creating 
the North Shore Tax Incremental Financing District 

1421,1900 

2388 

URA to pursue a Tax Incremental Financing Proposal or 
Proposals for portions of the Cultural District and Inner 

1421 


Triangle Redevelopment Areas 


BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

AMOUNT 

PAGE 

2485 

$200.00 from Code Account 1034, 

Salaries and wages to Code Account 
1034-1, Premium Pay, Commission on 
Human Relations 

$200.00 

1549,1584 

1519 

$421.36 from Code Account 1022, 

Salaries, Regular Employees to Code 
Account 1022-1, Premium Pay, 
Magistrates' Court 

$421.36 

71,97 

2357 

$500.00 from Code Account 1016, 

Salaries, Regular and Temporary 
Employees, Mayor's Office, to Code 
Account 1016-1, Premium Pay, 

Mayor's Office 

$500.00 

1628 

2537 

$500.00 from Code Account 1016, 

Salaries, Regular and Temporary 
Employees, Mayor's Office to Code 
Account 1016-1, Premium Pay, 

Mayor’s Office 

$500.00 

1668 
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Transfer 


BELL NO. SUBJECT 

1840 $1,000.00 from Code Account 1001, 

Salaries, Regular Employees, City 
Council to Code Account 1001-1, 
Miscellaneous Services, Supplies, 
Equipment, etc.. City Council 
2191 $1,000.00 from Code Account 1103 

Miscellaneous Services, Department 
of City Planning to Code Account 
1805 miscellaneous Services, 
Department of Parks and Recreation 


AMOUNT PAGE 

$1,000.00 517,682 


$1,000.00 959,1069 


2816 

$1,100.00 from Code Account 1016, 

Mayor’s Office to Code Account 1034, 
Commission on Human Relations 

suoo.oo 

2105,2148 

2436 

$1300.00 from Code Account 1001-2, 
Salaries, Wages and Services of 

Council, City Council to C.A. 1001-1 
Miscellaneous Services, Supplies, 
Equipment, et cetera. City Council 

$1,300.00 

1186,1453, 
1552 

2769 

$1,600.00 from Account 1001-1, 
Miscellaneous Services, Supplies, 
Equipment, etc., of Council to Code 
Account 1001-2, Salaries, wages and 
services of council 

$1,600.00 

2021,2109 

2717 

$1,8000.00 from the Mayor’s Office 

Education and Training Code Account 
1017-1, to the Law Department 

Education and Training Code Account 
1075-1 

$1,800.00 

1970,2049 

2741 

$2,000.00 from Code Account 1023, 
Miscellaneous Services, to Code 

Account 1022-1, Premium Pay, 

Magistrates Court 

$2,000.00 

1988,2049 

2543 

$3,700.00 from Code Account 1103, 
Miscellaneous Services to Code 

Account 1102-1, Premium Pay 

$3,700.00 

1629,1706 
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BILL NO. 
1520 


2262 


2379 


1485 


2678 


2465 


2512 


1508 


Transfer 

SUBJECT 

$4,158.22 from CA. 1500 Salaries & 
Wages, Bureau of Administration to 
Code Account 1728, Salaries & 
Wages, Park Maintenance and 
$2^213.22 from CA 1500 Salaries 7 
Wages, Bureau of Administration to 
CA 1728-1 Pr emium Pay, Parks 
Maint Public Work 

$5,000.00 from Code Account 1023, 
Miscellaneous Services, to Code 
Account 1022-1, pr emium pay. 
Magistrates Courts 

$5,000.00 from Code Account 1400-1, 
Premium Pay, to Code Account 1404, 
Supplies, Bureau of Administration, 
Department of Public Safety 

$7,000.00 from Code Account 1001-2, 
(District 2), Salaries & Wages, As 
needed. City Council to Code Account 
1001-1, Miscellaneous Services, City 
Council 

$7,000.00 from Code Account 1421-1 and 
$2,000.00 from Code Account 1424, 
to Code Account 1422, Bureau of 
Emergency Medical Services, 
Department of Public Safety 

$8,000.00 from Code Account 1545, 

Street Lighting to Code Account 
1728-1, Premium Pay, both accounts 
within the Department of Public 
Works 

$10,000.00 from Code Account 1066, 
Equipment to Code Account 1063-1, 
Education and Training, Department 
of Finance 

12,610.00 from Code Account 1446-1, 
Investigative Expenses, Bureau of 
Police to Code Account 1443-3, 
Salaries and Wages, Regular 
Employees Bureau of Police 
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AMOUNT 

$4,158.22 


$5,000.00 


$5,000.00 


$7,000.00 


$7,000.00 


$8,000.00 


$10,000.00 


$12,610.00 


PAGE 

71,97 


1033,1331 


1188,1456 


50,77 


1910,1971 


1485, 1554 


1581, 1704 


70,97 


Transfer 


BILL NO. 
1592 


2742 


2100 


2261 


2542 


2712 


2508 


SUBJECT AMOUNT 

$13,750.00 from Code Account PSTA, $13,750.00 

Public Safety Training Academy to 
Code Account HSPG, Highway Safety 
Project Grant, Department of Public 
Safety 

$14,000.00 from Code Account 1016, 

Mayor's Office, to Code Account 
1034, Commission on Human 
Relations 

$15,000.00 from Code Account 1448, 

Miscellaneous Services to the 
Mounted Police Trust Fund, Public 
Safety 

$15,000.00 from Code Account 1017, 

Miscellaneous Services, Mayor’s 
Office to Code Account 1017-1 
Education Training, Mayor's Office 
and transferring the sum of 
$10,431.00, Miscellaneous Services, 

Mayor's Office to Code Account 
1001-2, Salaries and Wages, City 
Council 

$17,000.00 from Code Account 1001 
(100107) Salaries, Regular 
Employees, City Council to Code 
Account 1001-2, Salaries Wages and 
Services of Council, City Council 

$18,000.00 from Code Account 1126-1, 

Premium Pay, General Services to 
Code Account 1140, Salaries, Regular 
Employees, Department of General 
Services and transferring $45,000.00 
from Code Account 1141, Salaries and 
Wages, Regular Employees, General 
Services 

$20,000.00 from Code Account 1801, $20,000.00 

Miscellaneous Services to Code 
Account 1800-01, Premium Pay, all in 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation 


$14,000.00 


$15,000.00 


$15,000.00 


$17,000.00 


$18,000.00 


PAGE 
167,170, 
2138 


1988,2049 


971,1040 


1033, 1331 


1629,1668 


1969,1995 


1580,1669 
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Transfer 


BILL NO. SUBJECT 


2812 

$24,100.00 from Code Account Oliver 
Bath House Trust Fund to the 
Swimming Pool Maintmanw Trust 
Fund, Paries and Recreation for wages 
paid for die off season lifeguards 

2394 

$25,000.00 from Code Account 47, 
Personal Leave Buy Back to Code 
Account 57-1, Retirement Severance 
Pay, Department of Finance 

2635 

$35,000.00 from Code Account 1553, 
Salaries to Code Account 1452-2, 
Legal Defense Contribution, Bureau 
of Police, Department of Public Safety 

2811 

$40,000.00 from Code Account 1801, 
Miscellaneous Services to Special 
Parks Program Trust Fund for the 

1996 BIG Program 

2481 

$50,000.00 to the Regional Asset District 
Park Maintenance Trust Fund, which 
represents funding for the 
rehabilitation of various regional parks 

2576 

$50,000.00 from Code account 1043, 
Miscellaneous Services, Department 
of the Mayor, CIA to Code Account 
1042, Department of the Mayor, CIS 

1458 

$55,000.00 from Code Account 46, 
Judgments to Code Account 1102, 
Salaries and Wages, City Planning 

1548 

$75,000.00 from Code Account 25, 

Utilities to Code Account 1017, 
Miscellaneous Services Office of the 
Mayor 

2745 

$75,000.00 from Code Account 44-9 
Worker's Compensation Medical to 
Code Account 46, Judgments, 
Department of Finance 


AMOUNT PAGE 

$24,100.00 2104,2148 


$25,000.00 1422,1494 

$35,000.00 1837,1913 

$40,000.00 2104,2148 

$50,000.00 1548,1583 

$50,000.00 1666,1794 

$55,000.00 5,54 

$75,000.00 148,317 

$75,000.00 1988 
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BILL NO. 
2454 

1981 

2452 

2817 

2264 

2334 

2562 


Transfer 

SUBJECT 

$83,000.00 from Code Account 1457, 
Purchase of Uniforms and Equipment 
to Code Account 1448, Police 
Miscellaneous Services, Bureau of 
Police, Department of Public Safety 

$85,417.00 from Code Account 1, Interest 
on Bonds to Code Account 44-1, 
Unemployment Compensation Fund 

$90,000.00 from Code Account 1400-1, 
Premium Pay to Code Account 1443- 
6, Police In-Grade, Bureau of Police, 
Department of Public Safety Interim 
approval was grant September 7,1995 

$95,000.00 from Code Account 1608, 
Salaries and Wages, Bureau of 
Operations to various Code Account 
within the Department of Public 
Works 

$100,000.00 from Code Account 1612-5, 
Rental of Equipment, Department of 
Public Works to Code Account 1075, 
Miscellaneous Services, Department 
of Law 

$100,000.00 from Code Account 1126, 
Salaries and Wages, Regular anH 
Temporary 

$100,000.00 from Code Account Special 
Su mm er Food Service Program to 
Code Account Senior Citizens 
Program Trust Fund, Department of 
Parks and Recreation 


AMOUNT 

$83,000.00 

$85,417.00 

$90,000.00 

$95,000.00 

$100,000.00 

$100,000.00 

$100,000.00 


PAGE 
1483, 1553 


795 


1482,1553 


2105,2148 


1033, 1332 


1326,1353, 
1374 

1664,1750, 
1792 
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Transfer 


BILL NO. 
2570 


2738 


2744 


2511 


2778 


2557 


2575 


SUBJECT 

5100,000.00 from Code Account 1144, 
Gas Diesel Oil, Department of General 
Services to Code Account 1148, 
Automotive Parts, Department of 
General Services to Code Account 
1148, Automotive Parts, Depar tment 
of General Services and 550,000.00 
from Code Account 1144, Gas Diesel 
Oil, Department of General Services 
to Code Account 1150, Outside 
Repairs-Contracts, Department of 
Gnarl Services 

5100,000.00 from Code Account Senior 
Citizens Program Trust Fund to Code 
Account Special Summer Food 
Service Program Trust Fund 

5100,000.00 from Code Account 44-9, 
Worker's Compensation Medical to 
Code Account 45, Health Insurance 
Municipal Employees, Department of 
Finance 

5135,944.00 from Code Account 1034, 
Salaries and Wages, Commission on 
Human Relations, and Code Account 
1545 Street Lighting, Department of 
Public Works to Code Account 57-1, 
Retirement Severance Pay - Sick 
Leave 

5150,000.00 from Code Account 53-1, 
Stadium Authority Debt Service, Non- 
Departmental to Code Account 57, 
Social Security, Non-Departmental 

5200,000.00 from the Emergency Medical 
Services Reimbursed Trust Fund to 
the Emergency Medical Services Trust 
Fund 

5200,000.00 from Code Account 1, 

Interest on Bonds, Department of 
Finance, 75,000.00 to Code Account 
46, Judgments, Department of Finance 


AMOUNT 

5100,000.00 


5100,000.00 


$100,000.00 


5135,944.00 


$150,000.00 


5200,000.00 


$ 200 , 000.00 


PAGE 
1665,1726 


1988,2107 


1988,2050 


1581,1704 


2022,2109 


1663,1726 


1665,1793 
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Transfer 


BILL NO. 
2736 


2797 


2302 


2336 


1483 


2735 


SUBJECT 

S200,000.00 from Code Account 1442, 
Salaries and Wages to City-County 
I J>. and Information System Project, 
Bureau of Police, Department Public 
Safety 

5250,000.00 Authorizing and Hhyrtj ng the 
Treasurer to deposit $250,000.00 to 
the Minority Business 
Enterprise/Women's Business 
Enterprise Disparity Study Trust Fund 
5300,000.00 from General code Account 
45, Health/Life Insurance - Municipal 
Employees, to General Fund Code 
Account 30, Refunds and Interest - All 
Other Taxes 

$300,000.00 from Code Account 200, 
Municipal Obligation Non-City Water 
Agencies, to General Fund Code 
Account 44-1 Water Agencies to 
General Fund Account 44-1, 
Unemployment Compensation Fund 
$343,374.00 from Code Account 1845, 
Senior Citizen Pr o gr a mj Parks a ud 
Recreation to Code Account Senior 
Citizens Program Trust Fund, 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
$415,000.00 from Code Account 1443, 
Salaries ad wages. Bureau of Police, 
Department of Public Safety to the 
following Code Account, $300,000.00 
to Code Account 11461-1 Pr emium 
Pay, Bureau of Fire; 51,000,000.00 to 
Code Account 1461, Salaries & 

Wages, Bureau of Fire and $15,000.00 
to code Account 1461, Salaries & 
Wages, Bureau of Fire, and 
$ 15,000.00 to code Account 1461 -2, 
In-Grade Pay, Bureau of Fire 


AMOUNT 

$ 200 , 000.00 


$250,000.00 


$300,000.00 


$300,000.00 


$343,374.00 


$415,000.00 
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PAGE 

1987,2049 


2025,2111 


1067,1371 


1327,1374 


50, 76 


1987,2049 



Transfer 


BELL NO. 
2743 


2463 


1530 


2140 


2752 


2739 

1976 


SUBJECT 

$480,000.00 from Code Account 53-1, 
Debt Service-Stadium Authority to 
Code Account 1461-1, Fire Bureau 
Premium Pay, Department of Public 
Safety 

Transfer from various General Fund 
Salary Code Accounts to General 
Fund Code Account 57-1, Retirement 
Severance Pay - Sick Leave, the 
aggregate amount of $490,099.00 
$500,000.00 from Code Account 1421-4 
EMS Trust Fund Transfer to 
Emergency Medical Services Trust 
Fund, wages for EMS Paramedics, 
Crew Chiefs and Supervisors 
$500,000.00 from Code Account 1421-4, 
EMS Trust Fund Transfer to 
Emergency Medical Services Trust 
Fund, for wages for EMS Paramedics, 
Crew Chief and Supervisors 
$657,000.00 from Code Account 1608, 
Salaries and wages. Bureau of 
Operations to various Code Accounts 
within the Department of Public 
Works 

$825,000.00 from Code Account Special 
Summer Food Service Program Trust 
Fund to Code Account 25, Utilities 
$950,000.00 from Code Account, Utilities 
to Code Account Special S umm er 
Food Service Program Trust Fund, the 
amount of $825,000.00 and to Code 
Account Special Parks Programs, the 
amount of $125,000.00 in the 
Department of Parks and Recreation 


AMOUNT 

$480,000.00 


$490,099.00 


$500,000.00 


$500,000.00 


$657,000.00 


$825,000.00 

$950,000.00 


PAGE 

1988.2050 

1484,1553 

92,127 

1031,1031 

1989.2050 

1988 

794,874 
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Transfer 


BILL NO. 
2574 


2814 


2558 


2263 


BILL NO. 
2052 


SUBJECT 

$1,000,000.00 from Code Account 53- 
1, Debt Service-Stadium 
Authority, Department of Finance 
to Code Account 45, Health and 
Life Insurance, Department of 
Finance 

$1,025,000.00 from Code Account 
1001-2, Salaries, Wages & 
Services of Council to Code 
Account 1001-1 Miscellaneous 
Services, Supplies, Equipment, 
Etc., City Council 
$1,300,000.00 from the following 
code account $900,000.00 from 
code account 1443, Police Salaries 
and Wages, Department of Public 
Safety; $150,000.00 from Code 
Account 1132-5, Radio 
Improvement, Department of 
General Services, $175,000.00 
from Code Account 1043, 
Miscellaneous Services, CIS and 
$75,000.00 from Code Account 
1612-5, Rental Equip, Department 
of Public Works to Code Account 
1443-4, Police Premium Pay, 
Public Safety, Police 
$1,700,000.00 from Code Account 45- 
9, Workers' Compensation, 
Indemnity, to Code Account 46-9, 
Workers’ Compensation Disability 


AMOUNT 

$1,000,000.00 


$1,025,000.00 


$1,300,000.00 


$1,700,000.00 


Transfer (Repealing) 

SUBJECT AMOUNT 

Repealing Resolution 444/1994, $30,000.00 

authorizing the transfer of funds as 
invoices are submitted for the 
purchase of asphalt cost not to exceed 
$30,000.00 


PAGE 
1665,1793 


2104,2148 


1663,1791 


1033,1331 


PAGE 

812,871 
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Trust Fund 


BILL NO. 

1559 

1795 

2102 

2148 

2330 

2483 

2754 

2796 

BILL NO. 
1932 

1934 

1936 

2294 

1938 


SUBJECT 

Creation of Regent Square/Swisshelm Park Trust Fund 
Authorizing an directing the City Controller to create a special 
trust fund, to be designated as the Pittsburgh Gun Task Force 
Fund 

Creating a special trust fund designated at the Mounted 
Police Trust Fund for the deposit of monies from various 
sources 

Creation of a special trust fund to be known as the Schenley 
Park over Panther Hollow Bridge Trust Fund 
Creating a special trust fund to be designated as the Federal, 

Task Force Trust Fund, for the deposit of monies from 
various sources 

Creation of a special trust fund to be known as the Regional 
Asset District Parks Maintenan ce Trust Fund 
Authorizing and directing the Director of Finance and the 
City Controller to establish the Youth Recreation and 
Services Trust Fund in a city depository and establishing 
certain funding and disbursement guidelines 
Authorizing the Director of Finance and the City Controller 
to establish the Minority Business Enterprise, Women's 
Business Enterprise Disparity Trust Fund and establish 
certain funding and disbursement guidelines 


URA 

SUBJECT 

Acquire all of the City's right, title and interest if any to the 
publicly-owned property in the 13th Ward 
Acquire all of the City's right, title and interest if any in and to 
the publicly-owned property in the 11th Ward, designated as 
Block & Lot Nos. 83-N-313 and 83-N-318 
Acquire all of the City's right, title and interest if any in to the 
publicly-owned property, 1st Ward designated Block Sc Lot 
Nos. 2-M-192 and 2-M-193 

Acquire all of the City’s right, title and interest, if any in and 
to publicly-owned property in the 26th Ward of the City 
of Pittsburgh being designated as Block 46-J, Lot 223 - 
Pittsburgh Housing Construction Fund 
Acquire all of the City’s right, title and interest if any in and to 
block and Lot No. 20-P-68, publicly owned in the 20th Ward 


PAGE 
150,174 
474,522 

972,1045 

965,1032 

1326,1388, 
1508 

1548,1589 

1990,2107 

2025,2111 

PAGE 
713,799 

713,799 

713,799 

1066, 1383 

713,799 
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URA 


BILL NO. 
1930 

1471 

3300 

2273 

2566 

2295 

2599 

2661 

1781 

2568 

1928 


SUBJECT 

Acquire all the City's right, title, and interest, if any, in and to the 
publicly-owned property in the 20th ward. Block & Lot 7-N- 
175 

Acquiring all of the City's right, title and interest in property 
located at 3028 Wiggins Street, 6th Ward 

Approving execution of a contract by and between the URA and 
Regional Industrial Development Corporation 

Approving the redevelopment proposal dat ed July 1995, 
including mod ifi c at ion No. 6 to the Redevelopment Area 
Plan for redevelopment activities in a portion of 
Redevelopment Area No. 39, North Shore, 22nd and 23rd 
Wards 

Approving the redevelopment proposal dmed September 
1995, including the Redevelopment Area Plan, for 
redevelopment activities in a portion of Redevelopment 
Area No. 51, Federal North, 22nd Ward, Area NO. 51, 

22nd and 25th Wards 

Approving the sale of land by URA to Perry Hilltop 
Association for Successful Enterprises, Inc., for Block 
46-J, Lot 223 in the 26th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh 

Authorizing the URA of Pittsburgh to purchase Nine Mile 
Run property for $3,800,000.00 from Lafarge 
Corporation 

Authorizing the URA of Pittsburgh to submit an application 
for Financial Assistance in an amount not to exceed 
$700,000.00 to the PA Department of Community 
Affa i r s for the North Sore Redevelopment Project 

Authorizing the URA to acquire all of the City's Right, Title and 
Interest in the publicly-owned property, 13th Ward, 
designated as Block & Lot Nos. 174-N-203 and 174-N-208 

Autho riz i ng die URA to expend an amount not to exceed 
$490,000.00 from the Industrial Land Reserve Fund for 
site assembly in redevelopment area no. 51, Federal 
North 

Authorizing the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
to expend an amount not to exceed $1,000,000.00 in 
Parkway Center UDAG repayments on the Central Business 
District Revitalization Program 


PAGE 

712,799 

20,74 
1384 
1034,1505 

1664.2052 

1066,1383 

1701,1900 

1896,1973 

472,546 

1664.2053 

710 
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URA 


BILL NO. 

2298 

2299 

2300 

2301 

2190 

1799 

1570 

2235 

2276 


2275 


2189 

1667 


SUBJECT 

Contract by and between the URA of Pittsburgh and Lincoln 
at North Shore L. P. for the sale of Parcel 19,23rd Ward 
of die City of Pittsburgh for $600,000.00 
Contract by and between the URA of Pittsburgh and William 
Square Associates for the sale of Parcel 67A, 3rd Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh for $9,450.00 
Contract by and between the URA of Pittsburgh and Regional 
Industrial Development Corporation of Southwestern PA for 
the sale of Part of Parcel 1, Subdistrict 2 West, 4th Ward, 
$200,000.00 (construction of office building) 

Contract by and between the URA of Pittsburgh and Hill House 

Association for the sale of Parcel 66A in the 3rd Ward of the 
City, $10,000.00 Redevelopment Area No. 32 (Parking Lot) 
Contract for disposition of land by and between URA and 
600 Waterfront Associates for the sale of Parcel 3,24th 
Ward of Redevelopment Area No. 45 (Office 
Construction), $206,212.21 

Cooperation Agreement with URA for the designation of URA 
as the City's agent for acquisition of certain property owned 
by CSX Transportation, Inc., on the North Shore of the Ohio 
River 

Disposition Contract by and between URA and Robert Haiald 
Tarasovich for the sale of Block & Lot 8-A-31, 22nd Ward 
Disposition Contract by and between URA and Rosedale 
Block Cluster, Inc. 

Resolution approving execution of a contract by and between 
the URA and Aluminum Company of America for the 
sale of parcel 16 in the 22nd ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh for $515,000.00, Redevelopment Area 39 
Resolution authorizing an agreement by and among 

Aluminum Company of America, Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh and the City of Pittsburgh in 
connection with the development of URA Disposition 
parcel 16 in the North Shore Redevelopment Project 
Sale of Block and Lot 22-L-162,21st Ward by and between 
URA and Manchester Citizens Corporation - $1.00 
Submit an application to the Pennsylvania Office of the 
Budget for a grant in the amount of $2,000,000.00 for the 
Duquesne University Environmental Research and 
Education Center Project 


PAGE 
1066,1384 

1066, 1383 

1067 

1067 

1038,1069 

475,498, 

151,208 
989,1076 
1034,1506 

1034,1506 


1038,1069 
260,385 
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URA 


BILL NO. 
1571 

2233 

2234 

2428 

2430 

2534 

2775 

2565 

2432 

2434 

2188 


SUBJECT 

URA to acquire all of the City's right, title and interest to the 
publicly owned property, 22nd Ward designated as Block & 
Lot 8-A-31 

URA to acquire all of the City's right, title and interest to the 
publicly-owned property in the 13th Ward of the City, 
being designated at block & Lot 174K 

URA to acquire all of the City's right, title and interest to the 
publicly-owed property in the 13th ward designated as 
Block and Lot Nos. 175-G-29A, 175g29B, 175-H-104 
and 175-H-105 

URA to acquire all of the City's right, title and interest to the 
publicly-owned property in the 13th Ward, Block and 
Lot 175-D-74 

URA to acquire all of the City's right, title and interest to the 
publicly owned property in the 13th Ward designated as 
Block 174-H, Lots 367,371,374 under the Residential 
Land Reserve Fund 

URA to acquire all of the City's right, title and interest to the 
publicly-owned property in the 5th Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh designated as Block and Lot 10-J-55 and 10- 
N-15 under the Residential T-anH Reserve Fund 

URA to acquire all of the City’s right, title and interest, if any 
in and to the publicly-owned property in the 18th Ward 
designated as Block and Lot 14-A-324 

URA to acquire all of the City’s right, title, and interest if any 
in and to the publicly-owned property, 27nH Ward, Block 
23-L, Lot 50,65,66,67,79,86 

URA to acquire all the City's right, title and interest to the 
publicly-owned property in the 14th Ward designated as 
Block and Lot 54-F-56 

URA to acquire that property in the 22nd ward, owned by 
Federal North Limited Partnership designated as Block 
and Lot 23-L-80 

URA to acquire that property in the Manchester 

Redevelopment Area, 21st Ward, owned by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, Block 
and Lot 22-L-162, $20, 700.00 


PAGE 

151,209 


989, 1076 


989.1076 


1185,1452, 
1556 

1185, 1452, 
1556 


1627,1795 


2022,2144 


1664, 1750, 
1796 

1185,1453, 
1557 

1185,1453, 
1557 

1038,1069 
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URA 


BILL NO. 
2533 


2236 


SUBJECT PAGE 

URA to acquire that property in the 15th Ward of the City of 1627 

Pittsburgh owned by William Conner and Estates of Bernard 
Erenstein and Lester Breakstone, and designated as block 
and Lot 88-R-l 66 under the Industrial Reserve Fund 

URA to submit application for financial assistance in the 990 1077 

amount of $5,000,000.00 to DCA for Housing Recovery 
Program 


BILL NO. 
1714 

1627 

2123 

2517 


2039 

2719 

2270 


Vacation 

SUBJECT 

Mary Street between South 26th Street and South 27th Street, 
16th Ward 

Melbourne Street between Beehner Road and Tesla way in the 
15th Ward, 5th Council District 

Unnamed Way in the 17th Ward, 3rd Council District 

Vacating a portion of Hampton Street between Winterton 
Street and Pontefract way, 11th Ward, 7th Council 
district 

Vacating a portion of Penn avenue, 8th Ward, 9th Council 
District 

Vacating Clay land Way from Basic Avenue to its easterly 
terminus in the 31st Ward, 5th Council District 

Vacating Scoville Street from River Avenue to General 
Robinson Street, Grantham Street from River Avenue to 
General Robinson, River Avenue from Anderson Street 
to General Robinson Street, General Robinson, Phelps 
between Scoville Street and Medota Street to its easterly 
terminus and Bronco Way between River Avenue and 
General Robinson Street East, 23rd Ward 


PAGE 

315 

198,319 

975 

1582,1669 

935 
2051 
1034,1341 


Warrant 


BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

AMOUNT 

PAGE 

2164 

Albanese, Richard, final settlement of an 
accident that occurred at the 
intersection of Coral and Stafford 

Streets 

$5,000.00 

958,1036 

1575 

American Rent A Ride, Inc.- damaged 
lease vehicles for 1994 

$18,750.01 

152,265 


123 


Warrant 


BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

AMOUNT 

PAGE 

1788 

Baliski, Gregg, automobile damage, 
$1,321.86 

$1,321.86 

473,521 

2259 

Barry, Timothy, final settlement of 
attorney fees that were accumulated 
during the representation of 

Commander James N. Dickerson 

$22,672.95 

1187, 1329, 
1355 

2391 

Bartlett, A1 sidewalk damage - $1,412.00 

$1,412.00 

1422,1493 

1881 

Batey, Jerry & Vera, auto damage - 
$913.78 

$913.78 

650,716 

1791 

Beck, Robert G., alleged police brutality - 
$10,000.00 

$10,000.00 

473 

2214 

Bell of Pennsylvania for property damage 
by City vehicle 

$2,758.26 

1035,1158 

1574 

Beroes, Charles - property damage 

$13,000.00 

152,182 

1789 

Blumstein, Alfred & Dolores, sidewalk 
damage-$960.00 

$960.00 

473,521 

1671 

Bonasso, Ronald & Joanne, final 
settlement of an accident which 
occurred a the intersection of Midland 
and Clemshaw Avenues - $8,000.00 

$8,000.00 

261,378 

1983 

Biucker, Francis - final settlement of 
alleged slip and fell at property known 
s 2667 Stafford Street, 20th Ward on 
January 28,1991 

$15,000.00 

795,874 

1880 

Buongiomo, Pamela - auto damage - 
$2,511.46 

$2^11.46 

650,716 

1619 

Carnegie Library, for utility costs for the 
Sheraden Senior Citizen Center 

$1,156.53 

196,317 

2112 

Carter, Kenneth, missing personal 
property 

$864.00 

973,1040 

2530 

CCDSP, Department of Public Safety, 

Bureau of Police, damaged image 
laser printer - $4,980.00 

$4,980.00 

1627,1667 

2702 

Center for Emergency Medicine of 

Western Pennsylvania, rescue diver 
training, $7,069.68 

$7,069.68 

1967, 1994 

2489 

Chabala, Martin P., settlement of claim 
for accident involving a City vehicle - 
$1,889.45 

$1,889.45 

1549, 1631 
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BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

AMOUNT 

PAGE 

2703 

Commonwealth of PA Federal Surplus 
Property Program, purchase of riot 
helmets, $2,611.00 

$2,611.00 

1967,1995 

1673 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania - 
$26,291.00 

$26,291.00 

261,378 

1734 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
unclaimed funds for 1986 - 
$24,094.91 

$24,094.91 

374,437 

1735 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
unclaimed funds for 1987 - 
$10,768.48 

$10,768.48 

375,438 

1551 

Consolidated Rail Corporation - Railroad 
Flagging Services for the Bridge 

Safety Inspection Of the Pennsylvania 
Avenue Bridge 

$969.40 

148,184 

1877 

Consolidated Rail Corporation, railroad 
flagging - $662.50 

$662.50 

650,716 

1658 

Consolidated Rail, Corporation, railroad 
flagging - $21,242.48 

$21,242.48 

259,376 

2573 

Corbett, Tish in settlement of claim for 
property damage due to a water line 
break 

$5,940.00 

1665,1793 

2165 

Cousins, William, final settlement of an 
accident that occurred at the 
intersection of Coral and Stafford 

Streets 

$20,000.00 

959,1036 

2162 

Crider, David R., accident that occurred at 
the intersection of Windgap Avenue 
and Summerdale Street allegedly 
resulting horn improper signage and 
overgrown foliage, July 23,1993 

$75,000.00 

958,1035 

2704 

CSX Transportation, railroad flagging 
services, $225,87 

$225.87 

1967,2048 

1509 

CSX Transportation 

$297.02 

70,97 

2163 

Curry, Mary Clark, accident that occurred 
on sidewalk in front of2200 Centre 
Avenue, allegedly resulting from 
disrepair on June 2,1981 

$13,000.00 

1035,1202, 
956 

2640 

Cygrymus, John, automobile damage - 
$940.66 

$940.66 

1838,1914 
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SUBJECT 

AMOUNT 

PAGE 

2113 

Duquesne Light Company for property 
damage 

$772.98 

974,1079 

2160 

Duquesne Light Company for property 
damage 

$1,614.96 

957,1035 

1491 

Duquesne Light Company, property 
damage - $852.98 

$852.98 

51,96 

2780 

Dutkowski, Dale, personal injury, 

$5,000.00 

$5,000.00 

2023,2109 

2258 

Ealing, Michael W. - final settlement 
of an accident that occurred at the 
train track crossing at Boundary 

Street, October 10,1992 

$100,000.00 

1032,1328 

1489 

Eileen Mroz for property damage due to 
sewer backup - $5,500.00 

$5400.00 

51,96 

1855 

Feeney, Beverly - auto damage - $936.45 

$936.45 

519,683 

2641 

Flowers, Wallace, automobile damage - 
$913.19 

$913.19 

1838 

2184 

Gardwell Manufacturing Corporation - 
$7,373.00 

$7,373.00 

1068,1206 

1817 

Gary Butler for automobile damage 

$3,713.76 

491,660 

2185 

Geyer Printing Company, Inc. - 
$21,916.00 

$21,916.00 

1068,1209 

2158 

Gleman, Bruce H., Gelman & Reisman, 
fall and final settlement of the age 
discrimination claim of James 

Deighan 

$5,000.00 

957,1035 

2538 

Golden, Delano, final settlement of an 
accident which occurred at the 
intersection of Bennett Street and 
Brushton Avenue 

$175,000.00 

1628,1705 

2105 

Ground Technology for preparation of 
construction for retain wall to 
stabilized landslide on the slope 
adjacent to the Cowley-Goetman 
Playground 

$7,500.23 

973 

1490 

Harvey L. Zeve for sidewalk damage - 
$1,200.00 

$1,200.00 

51,96 

2081 

Higgins, Richard - settlement of claim for 
automobile damage 

$778.96 

925,1038 


126 



Warrant 


BILL NO. 

SUBJECT 

AMOUNT 

PAGE 

2082 

Howard, Leon W, Jr. - alleged personal 
injuries and property damage that 
occurred on the Bloomfield Street 
Bridge, December 17,1990 

$47,500.00 

925, 1039 

2150 

Jackson Josephine, final settlement of a 
accident that occurred at the 

Intersection of Liberty Avenue anH 

Sixth Street 

$35,000.00 

1033,1081 

2488 

Kautzman, Adrian, Settlement of claim 
for missing personal hems (Tools) - 
$3,133.97 

$3,133.97 

1549,1789 

1535 

Killian, David A., accident 

$5,500.00 

94,147 

1882 

Kopa, Adeline - property damage - 
$1,640.00 

$1,640.00 

650,716 

2782 

Korbett, Craig and Cannelita, property 
damage, $2,800.00 

$2,800.00 

2023,2110 

1790 

Krause, Seymoure, property damage - 
$1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

473,522 

2260 

Laurnavich, Barry & Donna - $1,750.00, 
final settlement of an accident that 
occurred at intersection of Smhhfield 
Street and Oliver Avenue, July 31, 

1992 

$1,750.00 

1032,1329 

1572 

Law Department Imprest Fund, animHino 
Resolution 1100/1985 

$2,000.00 

151,181 

2335 

Levenson, David, J. - sidewalk damage 
due to City tree roots 

$2,808.00 

1327,1374 

1854 

Lips, Laura - auto damage - $905.78 

$905.78 

519,683 

1672 

Logan & Logan, final settlement of an 
Employment Discrimination Claim 
filed by their Client Charles Morrison 
- $5,000,00 

$5,000.00 

261,378 

1492 

M J. Redden for auto damage and lost 
profits involving an accident with a 

City Refuse truck - $32,000.00 

$32,000.00 

51,126 

1856 

Maron, Brian - auto damage - $1,060.37 

$1,060.37 

519,683 

2437 

Mitchell, Pete, auto damage incurred with 
City Police vehicle struck Claimant's 
stopped car-$1,604.78 

$1,604.78 

1186,1453, 

1552 
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SUBJECT 

AMOUNT 

PAGE 

1620 

Noble Manor Lanes, for services in 
connection with the bowling program 
for the Pittsburgh Goal Getters 

$1,488.95 

196,318 

2182 

Partfitt/Ling Consulting Engineers - 
$7,036.50 

$7,036.50 

1068,1205 

2080 

Passodelis, Christopher * for property 
damage due to water main break 

$2,000.00 

925,1038 

2747 

Paul, Deborah, final settlement of a slip 
and fall, $2,490.00 

$2,490.00 

1989,2108 

1549 

Pennsylvania State Police - lease of 
terminal statewide NCIC/Clean 
Information System 

$2,430.00 

148,184 

2810 

Pennsylvania State Police, lease of 
terminal equipment, $1,998.00 

$1,998.00 

2103,2147 

2166 

Perry, Robert, final settlement of an 
accident that occurred on Carson 

Street 

$5,000.00 

959,1036 

2143 

Pittsburgh Restoration Services, repairs to 
the Flagstone Paving at the Riverview 
Time Capsule 

$1,104.33 

957,1032 

2643 

Presslitz, Katherine, personal injury, 
$10,000.00 

$10,000.00 

1838,1971 

2161 

Rafalko, Edmund & Jacqueline, alleged 
personal injuries regarding accident 
that occurred on the Pittsburgh Zoo 
Moving Walkway 

$27,500.00 

1035 

2329 

Rental of One (1) Charter bus for residents 
of the City of Pittsburgh to travel to 
Washington, D.C., on August 3,1995 
to lobby the President and congress to 
restore federal funding for the Saw 

Mill Run and West End Flood Control 
Project, cost not to exceed $1,000.00 

$1,000.00 

1325 

1529 

RLB Saddlery Company - $2,689.83 

$2,689.83 

92,126 

1493 

Robin A. Gibson for auto damage by a 

City fire vehicle 

$1,55839 

51,96 

2642 

Rolewski, Raymond & Bernadette, 
property damage - $6,000.00 

$6,000.00 

1838,1914 
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2559 

Saks Fifth Avenue, sidewalk 

improvements made by Saks at the 
request of the City, $15,755.00 

$15,755.00 

1663,1792 

1675 

Sargent Electric Company, street 
lighting bill - $300,361.18 

$300,361.18 

261,379 

2167 

Schafer, Laurie, final settlement of an 
accident that occurred at the 

Grandview Park, March 30,1990 

$7,000.00 

959,1036 

2781 

Scott, Jeffrey, property damage, $2,219.00 

$2^19.00 

2023,2110 

2487 

Seman, Michael - settlement of claim for 
police vehicle damaging claimant's 
parked car-$1,150.00 

$1,150.00 

1549,1631 

2183 

Sheraton Hotel, Station Square - 
$9,278.00 

$9,278.00 

1068,1205 

2392 

Sladic, Josephine - settlement for sewer 
backup damage - $1,419.18 

$1,419.18 

1422,1493 

2159 

Smith, Billie Jean, c/o Emilio P. Fastuca, 
final settlement of an alleged slip and 

Ml that occurred on the steps between 
Natchez Street and Maple Terrace 

$3,121.40 

957,1035 

2381 

Sofis Company, Ml protection system 
erected during the inspection of the 

EU. Swindell Bridge 

$3,600.00 

1420,1493 

2705 

Sofis Company, Inc., payment of the Ml 
protection system erected during the 
inspector of the I primer Avenue 

Bridge, $1,785 

$1,785.00 

1968,2048 

2572 

Sl Joseph's Nursing Home, settlement of 
claim for accident involving a City 
vehicle 

$3,086.00 

1665,1793 

2083 

Starr, Kenneth & Lee Ann - property 
damage due to vehicle accident which 
occurred at the intersection of Liberty 
Avenue July 1,1992 

$25,000.00 

925,1039 

1446 

Stepehen Joel Feldman and Ursula 

Feldman, alleged personal injuries - 
$30,000.00 

$30,000.00 

21 

1857 

Stone, Carl - auto damage - $1,092.12 

$1,092.12 

519, 684 

2783 

Sukal, Rudy, JR., property damage, 

$2,500.00 

$2,500.00 

2023,2110 
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BILL NO. 
2684 


1625 


2101 


1708 

1704 

2328 


2288 

1494 


2393 


2084 


SUBJECT 

Terry, Chaimella, final settlement of an 
accident that occurred in front of 5824 
Eat Liberty Boulevard, $1,000.00 
Thomas B. Benamati do John D. Ceraso, 
alleged police brutality December 2, 
1989 

Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh for the 
purpose of establishing an Imprest 
Fund for the Bureau of Police, 
Department of Public Safety 
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh - $10,000.00 
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh - to establish 
Imprest Fund - $10,000.00 
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh, for the 
purpose of establishing an Imprest 
Fund for the Bureau of Police, 
$40,000.00 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Co mmissi an. 
License Fee and Debt Collection 
Branch, annual materials fee invoice 
Union Baptist Church for tree roots 
damage 

Vanstar Corporation - computer training 
furnished for the benefit of City of 
Pittsburgh, Department of Personnel 
employees - $2,760.00 
Zettle, Kelly & Timothy - final settlement 
of alleged personal injuries occurring 
at the Pittsburgh Zoo July 29,1992 


AMOUNT 

$1,000.00 

PAGE 

1911,1993 

$20,000.00 

198,435 

$8,000.00 

971,1040, 
2101 

$10,000.00 

$10,000.00 

314,436 

313,443 

$40,000.00 

1493 

$1,700.00 

1065,1370 

$850.00 

51,96 

$2,760.00 

1422,1494 

$12,000.00 

925,1039 
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Ordinance 


PAGE 


BELL NO. 

1712 

1736 

2222 

2331 

2404 

2484 


SUBJECT 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE ONE 
ADMINISTRATION 

Title One - Administrative, Article VII - Procedures, Chapter 
161 - Contracts, by adding Section 161-29 - Payment of City 
Council Grants 

Title One, Administrative, Article IX, Personnel, Chapter 191, 
Retirement and Severance Pay, by amending and 
supplementing Section 191.09, Retiree Life Insurance 

Title One, Administrative, Article XI, Personnel, chapter 

180, Personnel Administration, Section 180.01, 

Definitions, Subsections 180.01(a)(3) and 180.01(aX4), 
by adding certain Non-career service positions in the City 
Clerk's Office and the City Controller’s Office and 
eliminating certain positions within the City Clerk's 
Office to reflect actual operations 

Title One, Administrative, Article XI, Personnel, Chapter 

181, General Provisions, Section 181.02, Residency 
Required; Exceptions, authorizing the Director of Parks 
and Recreation to grant temporary City residency 
requirement waivers for Pools Division Employees 

Title One, Administrative, by changing the composition of 
the Board of Trustees, by providing for the membership 
of the City Controller on the Board and by requiring that 
an annual report be distributed to active members 

Title One, Administrative, Article XI, Personnel, by adding 
Chapter 199, Performance Evaluation Program 


315,439 

375 

159,1206 

1326,1374 

1424,1583 

1549,1630 
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PAGE 


BILL NO. 

1853 

1816 

2338 

2514 

2690 

2714 

2715 

2716 


SUBJECT 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE TWO 
FISCAL 

Tide Two, Fiscal, Article I, Administration, Chapter 215, 

Fire Loss Claims Section 215.02, Municipal Certificate 
for Payment of Claims, Section 215.02, Municipal 
Certificate for payment of Claims and Section 215.03, 

Fire Escrow Trust Fund, Subsection (1), to comply with 
the provisions of Act 93 of 1994 concerning an increase 
in the escrow limit and the procedure for submission of 
loss reports 

Tide Two, Fiscal, Article DC, Property Taxes, Chapter 263, Real 
Property Tax and Exemption, by creating a tax relief 
program for certain residents 65 years of age or older 
Tide Two, Fiscal, Article IX, Property Taxes, by expanding 
the class of taxpayers eligible to participate in the 
Property Tax Relief Program so as to include certain 
widows, widowers and p ermanentl y disabled persons, 
and by clarifying the age requirements for applicants 
Tide Two, Fiscal, Article IX, Property Taxes, Chapter 263, 

Real Property Tax and Exemptions, Section 263.02, 
Definition, Subsection (e). Eligible Taxpayer, by 
c h a nging the eligibility requirements for Real Property 
Tax and Exemptions 

Tide Two - Fiscal, Article VII, Business Related Taxes, Chapter 
253, by adding a new subsection (b) to require operators of 
all parking places having capacity of 50 or more parking 
spaces to maintain a mechanical counting apparatus to 
register every vehicle which enters the parking lot 
Tide Two, Fiscal, by adding a new subsection to Section 
256.06(f), Procedures for Obtaining Exemption 
Tide Two, Property Taxes, by adding a new subsection at 
267.07, Effective Date and Termination and by adding a 
new subsection 267.05 b through e 
Tide Two, Property Taxes, Section 263.01, Levy and Rate on 
Lands and Buildings, by levying the real property tax for 
1996 


518,683 

491,656 
1327,1375 

1582,1789 

1912 

1969.2146 

1970.2146 

1970 
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BILL NO. 


SUBJECT 


Ordinance 


2753 


2779 


1S39 


2290 


2815 


1394 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE TWO 
FISCAL 

Tide Two, Fiscal, Article HI, Business Related Taxes, 
Copter 245.02, Levy & Rate, by increasing the tamed 
income tax from the current one percent to one point one 
percent 

Title Two, Fiscal, by changing the Rate of Interest on certain 
delinquent Earned Income and Home Fuel taxes from 
1995 to 1996 

PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE FOUR 

PUBLIC PLACES AND PROPERTY 

Title Four, Public Places and Property, Article n, 

Communications, Chapter 425, Cable Communications, 
Chapter 4225, Cable Communications, to delete the 
esta blishm ent of a maximum late payment fee for the 
untimely payment of bills for cable television service and 
codifying service standards 

Title Four, Article XI, Parks and Playgrounds Section 
473.06, Solicitation, Merchandising, Advertising and 
Signs 

Title Four, Public Places, Article II Communication 
Systems, Section 427.01, License Requirement 

PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE FIVE 
TRAFFIC 

Title Five - Amending the Pittsburgh Code Title Five, Traffic, 
Chapter 549, Residential Parking Permit Program, to 
authorize the Public Parking Authority of Pittsburgh to 
administer, supervise and enforce an efficient system of on¬ 
street parking the City 


PAGE 

1990,2107 

2022,2109 

516,665 

1065,1386 
2156,2104 

103 
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PAGE 


BILL NO. 

1550 

2770 

1607 

1669 

1657 

1927 

2253 

2253 


SUBJECT 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE FIVE 
TRAFFIC 

Title Five, Traffic, Parking, Chapter 541, General Parking 
Regulations and Chapter 549, Residential parking Permit 
Program as amended by Ordinance No. 1, effective February 
1,1995, by changing the date of the t ransf er of fund balance 
and the effective date 

Title Five, Traffic, Parking, by adjusting the specific fine for 
violation of 541.01 (d)(4) for street cleaning violations 

PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE SIX 
CONDUCT 

Title Six, Conduct, Article V, Discrimination Chap ter 653, 
H uman Relations Commission, Section 653.03, Meetings 
and Voting to allow the Commission to more expeditiously 
handle its increasing caseload 

Title Six, Conduct, Article I, Regulated Rights and Actions, by 
adding Chapter 602, Solicitation 

Title Six Conduct, Article I, Regulated Rights and Actions, 
by adding Chapter 602 Curfew 

PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE SEVEN 
BUSINESS LICENSING 

Title Seven, Business Licensing, Article, DC, Amusement 
License, Chapter 771, Amusement Places and Producers, 
by amending Section 771.05, License Fees for Producers 

Title Seven, Business Licensing, Chapter 765, Commercial 
Hauling of Municipal Waste, by limiting the times of 
commercial waste pick-up in relation to proximity to 
residential area 

Business Licensing, Chapter 765, Commercial Hauling of 
Municipal Waste, by limiting the time of commercial waste 
pick-up in relation to proximity to residential area 


148,184 


2022,2109, 
2138 


179 

260,547 
259,1797 


710, 802, 
1492 

1074,1131, 

1378 


1341 
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PAGE 


BILL NO. 

2455 

2456 

2598 

2601 

2713 

2771 

2795 

1498 

1276 


SUBJECT 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE SEVEN 
BUSINESS LICENSING 


Title Seven - Business Licensing, Article IX, Amusement 1483,1587 

Licenses, Chapter 773, Sunday Activities, by repealing 
Chapter 773 

Title Seven - Business Licensing, Article IX, Amusement 1483, 1588 

Licenses, Chapter 777, Amusement Devices, by making 
various changes, deletions and additions 

Title Seven, Amusement Devices, by correction section 1701 1850 

777.05 

Title Seven, Business Licensing, Article m. Sales Business, 1702,1840, 
Chapter 719, Vendors and Peddlers, Section 719.05, Use 2026 

of Street 

Administrative, Title 7, Article VII, Procedures Chapter 161 - 1969 

contracts Section 161.26, Employee Benefit Administration 

Title Seven, Business Licensing, by malriiig changes to 2022,2146 

Section 777.05(a)(b)(dXf) 

Title Seven, Business Licensing, Article DC, Amusement 2024 

Devices, by making changes to Section 777.05(d) 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE NINE 
ZONING 

Title Nine - Zoning, District map Nos. 7 and 8 by changing from 52,381 

R1 One-Family Residence District to AP on the northerly 
side of McKinney Lane east of the city of Pittsburgh and 
Greentree Borough Municipal Boundary Line, 20th Ward 
Title Nine, Zoning, Article m. Chapter 921, Section 921.02, 128 

Zoning District Map No. 11, by changing from M3 Light 
Industrial District to C3 Commercial District all that certain 
property bounded by: Moorewood Avenue 
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BILL NO. 


1273 


1274 


1275 


1628 


1851 


SUBJECT 


Ordinance 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE NINE 
ZONING 


Title Nine, Zoning, Article m, Chapter 921, Section 921.02, 
Zoning District Map No. 3, by changing from S Special 
District to CP Commercial P lann ed Unit Development 
District all that certain property bounded by: Morange Road, 
Chartxers Avenue, a line projected in a southeasterly 
direction from Chartiers Avenue located at 400 feet northeast 
of and parallel to Morange Road, and Lot 50, Block 67-H in 
the Allegheny County Block and Lot System, 28th Ward 
Title Nine, Zoning, Article m. Chapter 921, Section 921.02, 
Zoning District Map No. 2 and No. 3, by changing from M3 
Light Industrial District to CP Commercial Planned Unit 
Development District all that certain popery bounded by: 
Chartiers Avenue to C3 Commercial Zoning District 
boundary line located south of Hillsboro Street, Lot 48, 
Block 42-S in the Allegheny county block & Lot System, the 
westerly right-of-way line of Municipal Street extended in a 
northerly direction from Chartiers Avenue to the 
aforementioned lot, 20th Ward 
Title Nine, Zoning, Article m. Chapter 921, Section 921.02, 
Zoning District Map No. 7, by changing from M# Light 
Industrial District to CP Commercial Planned Unit 


development District all that cer tain property bounded by: 
West Carson Street, the M3 Zoning District boundary line 
located east of Duquesne Incline right of way, the M3 
Zoning District boundary line located between West Carson 
Street and Grandview Avenue 


Title Nine, Zoning, by creating a stormwater management 
regulatory district to be identified as the Monongahela River 
Storm water Management District under Chapter 986 
Environmentally Sensitive Land Regulations 
Title Nine, Zoning, Article V, Chapter 981, Use Regulations, by 
adding: Section 12, Spacing Requirements for Community 
Treatment Facilities 


136 


PAGE 


181 


182 


182 


198,443 


518 



BILL NO. 


1852 


1860 


1825 


1826 


1827 


2199 


SUBJECT 


Ordinance 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE NINE 
ZONING 


Title Nine, Zoning, Article V, Chapter 993, Exceptions, Section 
01 (a) Conditional Uses Permitted by Council Approval, by 
adding (56 Family Residential Facilities for Persons with 
Disabilities 


District, certain property of the Jewish Home and 

Hospital for the Aged having frontage on the soutehrly 
side of Browns Hill Road identified as Lot 150, Block 
88-S in the Allegheny County Lot and Block System, 

15th Ward, Council District No. 5) 

Title Nine, Zoning, Article I, Administration, Chapter 903, 
Definitions, Section 903.01, Specified Definitions, by ’ 
amending the definition family and by creating a definition 


Subsection 903.02(f) 

Title Nine, Zoning, Article m. Districts and District Regulations 
Chapter 927,929,931,932,934,937 and 941 to allow 
Family Residential Facilities for Handicapped Persons 1 as 
permitted uses in residential districts 


Title Nine, Zoning, Zoning District Map No. 12, by changing 
from Ml Limited Industrial District to A1 Commercial 
Residential Associated District certain property having 

frontage on the southeast comer of South 27th Street 

Title Nine, Zoning, by creating an administrative permit 
process and administrator exception for authorization to 
install a swimming pool, pool deck, garage, carport, 
parking stall, storage shed, gazebo, deck or air 
conditioner/condenser within a limited portion of 
specified yard setbacks when accessory to one-family, 
two-family or rowhouse type dwelling use and structure 
in any district 


PAGE 

518 

520,754, 

935 

492 

493 

493,798 

1070, 1633 
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PAGE 


BILL NO. 

2201 

2313 

2353 

2439 

2200 

2271 

1903 

2518 


SUBJECT 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE NINE 
ZONING 

Title Nine, Zoning, by changing from R3 Multiple-Family 
Residence District, C3 Commercial District and M4 Heavy 
Industrial District to RP Residential Planned Unit 
Development District certain property located between 
Monongahela River and Wharton & Muriel Streets between 
S. 16th Street and S. 19th Street, 17th Ward 

Title Nine, Zoning, Article V, Regulations Applicable to All 
District, Chapter 993, Exceptions, Section 993.01(a), 
Conditional Uses Permitted by Council Approval, 

Subsection C, Procedure by adding new Subsections 

Title Nine, Zoning, Article m. Districts and District Regulations, 
Chapter 921, Classification and Zoning District Map, by 
changing form R2 - Two Family Residence to R3 - Multi- 
Family Residence, certain property located on the 100 Block 
of N. St Clair, between Albree Way and Hampton Street, 
11th Ward 

Title Nine, Zoning - by adding a new subsection 
993.01(a)A(56) Communication Tower 

Title Nine, Zoning, by changing from M3 to CP all that 
certain property having frontage on the southerly side of 
Wharton Street between 20th Street and South 21st 
Street, 17th Ward 

Title Nine, Zoning, by (a) changing the height limitation of 
structures in the C6-C District between Isabella Street 
and the Allegheny River 

Title Nine- Zoning, Article I, Administration, Chapter 
909.06(b)(14) - home office of a physician or dentist, by 
setting guidelines for occupancy permits relative to Home 
Office exceptions 

Title Nine, Zoning, by revising the definition of Substantial 
Improvement under the Flood Plain District, by adopting 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency updated 
flood plain maps 


1071 

1068 

1369 

1186,1454 

1200,1070, 
1472 

1034,1504 

680, 1554 

1582,1973 
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Ordinance 


PAGE 


BELL NO. 


2603 


2402 


2664 


2737 


SUBJECT 


PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE NINE 
ZONING 

Title Nine, Zoning, District Map No. 6, by changing from R4 1702,2051 

Multiple-Family Residence District to C3 Commercial 
District certain property having frontage on Reddour 
Street, Sampsonia Street and Federal Street, 22nd and 
25th Ward, District 6 

Title Nine, Zoning, by changing from R4 and R5, Multiple- 1424,1849 

Family Residence District, and M3 Light Industrial 
District to A1 Commercial Residential Associated 
District, certain property having frontage on Baum 
Boulevard between North Craig Street and the Busway, 
three property having frontage on the easterly side of 
North Craig 

Title Nine, Zoning, by creating an Interim Planning Overlay 1896 

District for the entire area limited to an 18 month time period 

PITTSBURGH CITY CODE 
TITLE TEN 
BUILDING SECTION 

Title Ten, Building Section 1007.02, by adding a new paragraph 1987 

to Section 105.1 - Regulation of Demolition of private 
property 
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The Chain 

City Council’s Legislative Session 
will now come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 

We are very pleased a young man 
is here today, Benjamin Scherer. He is a 


5th Grade student at Horace Mann 
Elementary 

School, and his Librarian, Ms. Klein, is 
here. Welcome. And, Benjamin is going 
to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Benjamin. 

Benjamin Scherer; 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Benjamin. Benjamin, 
the City Clerk would like to give you the 
flag of our nation and the flag of our City, 
and we want to thank you for coining 
down here today and also thank Ms. Klein. 

Ms. Klein: 

Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

Ms. Klein: 

It is quite an honor and a nice idea, 
I might point out 

The Chain 

Very good. 








PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

At this time I do not believe there 
are any proclamations to be read into the 
record, or any guests in the audience. Are 
there any to be offered today? Hearing 
none, we will move to Presentation of 
Papers. Mr. Cohen, Committee on Public 
Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 1453 Resolution authorizing 
the Director of General Services to file a 
complaint with the FCC challenging the 
reasonableness of the Expanded Basic rate 
increase perpetrated by TCI of 
Pennsylvania, Inc., by adding four (4) new 
channels.—(SPONSORED BY MR 
COHEN) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Lands, Buildings «n H 
Procurement 

MR COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Thursday. 

MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 


Which motion prevailed 
The Chain 

Ms. McDonald, Committee on 
Housing, Economic Development and 
Promotion. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Excuse me, Mr. Presi dent 

The Chain 

Yes. 

Ms. McDonald: 

A tt a c hed with those bills was a 
resolution from F inan ce and Budget 
Should that go along, or should I give that 
to Mr. Onorato? 

The Chain 

I would give it to Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

That bill is sponsored by you, I 
believe, so that bill stays with you, even 





though technically it goes into a 
committee. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Quickest transfer. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

On the Legislative Session, any 
introduction of the bills will be with the 
sponsoring Member. 

ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1454 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
for the designation of $6,500,000.00 in 
research grants in the NASA Robotics 
Engineering Consortium Project as the 
local share for a grant applied for in an 
apphcanon for Strategy 21 Funds filed 
with the Pennsylvania Office of die 
Budget 

Also. 

No. 1455 Resolution authorizing 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh to submit an application to the 
Pennsylvania Office of the Budget for a 
grant of Strategy 21 Funds in the amount 
of $6,500,000.00 for the NASA Robotics 
Engineering Consortium Project 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 


MR. O’CONNOR AND MS. 
MCDONALD PRESENTED 

No. 1456 Resolution authorizing 
Council to form an Advisory Board for the 
express purpose of conducting a review of 
Article 3, Section 309 of the Home Rule 
Charter and at the conclusion of said 
review, the Advisory Board will present to 
Council its non-binding findings regarding 
possible Charter Amendments.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. O’CONNOR 
AND MS. McDONALD) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Thursday. 

MS. McDONALD seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1457 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the Chief of the BB1 to 
perform ^rmal or more frequent 
unannounced inspections of all Personal 
Care Homes; requesting written reports 
and corrective action; and requesting the 
Zoning Board' of Adjustment to reject 
special exception requests for Personal 
Care Homes from individuals or any other 
form of ownership currently operating a 
Personal Care Home with outstanding 
violations.—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
ONORATO) 




Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1458 Resolution providing for 
the authorization to transfer $55,000.00 
from Code Account 46, Judgments, to 
Code Account 1102, Salaries and Wages, 
City Planning. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1459 Communication from 
Paul Hennigan, Director, Department of 
Finance, submitting a report of deposits 
and the market value of securities pledged 
as collateral by City Depositories as of 
September 30,1994. 

Also, 

No. 1460 Communication from 
Paul Hennigan, Director, Department of 
Finance, submitting a report of deposits 
and the market value of securities pledged 
as collateral by City Depositories as of 
August 31,1994. 

The Chair: 

We need a motion to receive and 
file these two communications. 

Mr. Onorato: 

So moved. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 


The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 


The Chain 

The reports are received and will 
be filed. 

Any matters to be brought under 
U nfin i sh ed Business or Reports of Special 
Committees? Hearing none, we will move 
to Reports of Committees. There being 
none, are there any issues under Motions 
and Resolutions? Any matters to be 
brought before tire body? 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
The Chain 

Mr. Cohen. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much, Mr. 
President A cable matter. I will keep it 
brief I introduced a bill today to direct the 
Head of the Cable Bureau, Deborah 
Miskovich, to file a complaint with the 
Federal Communications Commission 
about these four new channels that TCI is 
imposing on the consumer and charging 
them $ 1.05 for those channels on 
Expanded Basic. Those four r-hannpfc are 
the Travel Channel, the International 
Channel, which is primarily prog ramming 
that is Chinese, Taiwanese, Japanese, 
Cambodian programming. Mind Extension 







University, and Prime Sports Showcase, 
which includes, apparently, old sports 
highlights and Spanish Language sports 
programming. 

The bill, as I said, files a 
complaint - directs the Head of the Cable 
Bureau to file a complaint with the FCC. 
The problem here is that the customer is 
not given a choice. That there may well be 
people in Pittsburgh who want this 
programming but I have not seen any 
demand for it, and I would like to know 
whether there actually was a demand or a 
request from TCI for these p r o g r am 

Beyond the filing of the co mplaint 
thought, I would like to make a motion to 
send a letter to TCI to ask the m three 
things. One is, exactly what type of 
programming these channels c ontain 
because we still have not gotten a 
complete description of what that is. Two, 
whether TCI received any consumer 
requests and how many for any of these 
four channels. And, three, whether TCI 
has an ownership interest in any of these 
four channels. As we know they do have 
an ownership interest in other channels 
that are on the Expanded Basic line-up, 
like KBL, for example, where they are 
double dipping. They pay themselves for 
programming, then they turn around and 
charge a huge mark-up for the consumer. 

What I think is happ ening here is 
that TCI is adding these four channels for 
the sole purpose of gou g in g the consumer, 
and I think we need to fight it. We will 
talk about that bill tomorrow, but at the 
same time. I would like to send this letter 
to TCI and ask them, do they own any of 
these programs and have they gotten 
consumer requests for these programs 


because my strong suspicion is that they 
have not 

The Chain 

There is a motion on the floor, is 
there a second? 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

It has been seconded. Discussion, 
Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

And, I would like to add that if 
people call — the Cable Division number is 
255-2750. I spoke with Rose Baver and 
actually they have forms there that she 
would be glad to mail out, so that they can 
officially send a complaint, register a 
complaint with the FCC. So, it is 
something they can be doing, residents of 
the City, right now. 

Again, I will give you the number, 
maybe the news media would want to print 
it 255-2750. Rose Baver has actual 
forms that they can fill out and send. 

The Chain 

Any other discussion on the 
communication to TCI on behalf of 
Council on the three issues that Mr. Cohen 
has enumerated? Hearing none, all in 
favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 


The motion carries. Will you help 
the Clerk's Office draft the 
communication. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Absolutely. 

The Chair: 

Any other matter? Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, Mr. President, I have two 
issues. One is real short The other one — 
they are both pretty short, but the first one 
is a substantive issue that I would like to 
address, and a lot of you might have seen 
me on TV recently or read in the papers 
about the Personal Care Homes. But, I am 
not going to talk about the legislation 1 
introduced today, I just want to talk about 
a problem that is in this City and 
particularly on the North Side right now 
because I looked at the numbers. 

About four months ago there was a 
problem on the North Side with a 
particular home, where there was garbage 
all in the backyard, hypodermic needles, 
adult diapers, just thrown in the back 
inside of a broken down fenced area. 
Investigating 1 found out what happened 
was this particular owner did not pay the 
private hauler, therefore the private hauler 
removed the dumpster and quit picking up 
there and I don’t blame them for that, and 
what happened was the garbage was still 
continuing to be piled up. 

I informed the State Licensing 
Department, who oversees these particular 
homes, because they are the ones that 


license Personal Care Homes, the State, 
and 1 called the Health Department and 
they properly cited them. But, while they 
were sending out notices and citing, the 
garbage was still there. 

So, what happened was, we finally 
put the pressure on through the media, and 
once we embarrassed the owner into 
reacting, it took one day for him to go out 
there and put up a new fence and pick up 
all the garbage. And, that is no way to 
oversee these types of homes, by ii<Hng 
media as a way to embarrass owners. 

And, then over the holiday break, 
which was about five days ago, a lot of 
you might have seen an arrest, an 
allegation was made against some of the 
manag ers and another home, where they 
allegedly beat and hit one of the residents. 
Once again, in the Brighton Heights area 
of the North Side. 

Now, these are two different 
homes. Let me make that clear. Ironically 
it was the same owner of both homes. 
And, what you will find with these 
Personal Care Homes is that individuals or 
ownerships have several of these homes, it 
is not just one owner, one home. 

My concern is that the State just is 
not doing their job in monitoring these 
types of homes. I know that is two 
ins ta n ces that I found just in the last five 
months. 

When I researched what exactly the 
City does and what authority we have, I 
found out, first of all, there is a total of 58 
Personal Care Homes in the City of 
Pittsburgh. Twenty-eight of them are on 
the North Side. Once again — this goes 
back to my issue just with the zoning for 




this City. Where should all of the Personal 
Care Homes be? Where should the Group 
Homes be? When did we address the 
density issues of the Section 8 properties, 
so on and so on. It is just an overall 
zoning that I think that we have to 
consider here, sit down and look at with 
our Planning Commission because what 
you are having here is, once again, you see 
a part of the City being dumped on for all 
of the social services for the County. This 
is not just a North Side problem. 

So, my legislation will try to 
address some of these issues with having 
our inspectors do an unannounced 
inspection. Right now the State does a 
six-month Maintenance Inspection. 
Unfortunately, the owners know when 
they are coming. So, they know to clean 
up the property, clean up the inside, and 
they do not find anything usually. I want 
unannounced annual inspections. There is 
only 58 of them, it won’t be much of a 
burden for our inspectors to do, but it 
gives them a chance to have a surprise 
view of what the place looks like and then 
they can immediately report it to the 
Health Department and to the State 
Licensing. And, if it is such a significant 
violation, I would ask that we put in 
writing, and it is in the Legislation and we 
will talk about it, an immediately request 
for revocation of their license. 

I also found out that the only role 
the City has is — the Zoning Board grants 
a Special Exception for these types of 
homes, and legally you are allowed to go 
and petition to revoke a Special Exception. 
You have to have cause, and my feeling is 
that there will be cause in some of these 
cases. And, if we are not going to get the 
response from the State that we need, I am 
going to ask that our Law Department, 


along with our Chief of BBI make the 
petition to remove the Special Exception. 
For two reasons. One, I think we owe it to 
ourselves and to the residents that we 
protect the people in these homes and that 
they are provided a clean, safe place to 
live; and, two, we have a right to protect 
the neighborhoods where these homes are 
located. 

If we create a situation where these 
homes become a blight, both on the inside 
and the outside, and we start losing 
residents because they have to live next to 
exposed garbage, rats, or whatever it might 
be, you can’t even measure the cost of 
losing the middle income famil y and 
neighborhood that fells apart because of 
homes, once again, being financed by 
insurance premiums and State dollars. 
This is not the private sector working, 
these are our State dollars, which I still 
classify as additional institutions being put 
into our neighborhoods, and we have a 
right to oversee and we have a right to 
have a proper Zoning Code. 

In no way am I saying, we don’t 
want them; what I am saying is, we want 
to make sure we have proper ones, clean 
ones and adequate ones, and I think it is 
something that it’s probably not unique to 
the North Side. The r emaining of these 
Personal Care Homes are throughout all of 
our districts, and I just want everyone to 
know that, be careful because I do not 
think that the proper inspection is taking 
place, and hopefully with this legislation 
we will address that issue. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Onorato: 



On a different issue. Real short 
The Chair: 

Yes. Please. 

Mr. Onorato: 

This is on a happier note. A lot of 
you might have received your PA40 
Forms in the mail already, which is before 
any other form. I just want to congratulate 
Eileen Schaller downstairs; she is the 
Chief Clerk in the Finance Department I 
was informed that 156 forms went out 
early. She was smart enough or bright 
enough to realize to get them out before 
the 32 cents kicked in, and that simple 
move saved the City $7,000,00, just by 
mailing them out a week early. 

We are quick to criticize a lot o£ 
we might classify, “dumb moves” but this 
I thought was a very smart move, and a lot 
of times it goes unnoticed. 1 thought it 
was important to point that out Seven 
thousand, we’ll take that any week, right? 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. Any other 
comments? Ms. McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. Since it has already been 
televised and publicized, so to speak, the 
resolution that Bob O’Connor and myself 
are introducing, I just wanted to just say a 
couple comments about this resolution to 
form an advisory board to address the 
vacancies that are left in City Council 
Offices due to death or due to illness, or 
whatever personal circumstances can take 
a Councilperson away. We have lost three 
Councilmen in the last two years. I cannot 


say that this has happened across the 
country, I don’t know, but we have in the 
past on City Council have had 
Councilpersons out of their seat due to 
illness. But, by going to By District 
Election, there is a different arena, people 
that formerly felt that they were 
disenfranchised, politically, un¬ 
empowered, politically, now by By 
District Elections are empowered 
politically through their representative that 
sits at the seat here on City Council. And, 
because of that it is important that we now 
all address, “Well, what happens if there is 
a vacancy?” because the situation is not 
the same as it was when we had At Large 
Elections. 

So, I look forward to discussing the 
resolution. I think it would be good 
because even though District 6 and District 
9 have been affected, this resolution 
affects 1 through 9. Every person on City 
Council can be affected by this, and there 
are pockets of people in all of our districts 
who have, again, been formerly, very 
much so, politically disenfranchised from 
the system that are now empowered and 
need to maintain that strong voice at the 
table on Grant Street, and I think this 
resolution would address just that It does 
not open up a can of worms, it is not to 
take apart the Charter. Oh, boy, that 
would be a monster. We cannot do that It 
addresses one loop hole, one void, and that 
is a vacancy. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 




Yes, I would just like to follow-up 
on what Valerie said. I think a lot of the 
questions being asked of us, “Is this a 
political move, or what?” it is simply an 
advisory board that would come back, 
make recommendations and after that 

— and this would take at least four months 

— I think the President of Council would 
hold a public hearing within 30 days. So, 
the public would have a lot of input And, 
I want to make it clear that this would not 
affect the vacancy that now takes place. It 
would not even go on the ballot till next 
November, if we come up with the right 
answer. 

The Chair: 

Very good. Any other comments? 
Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I know we are going 
to discuss it tomorrow, but let me just say 
briefly, I think that it is a very good bill 
and a reasonable one, and certainly 
reasonable to appoint an advisory 
committee to look at an issue and make 
recommendations to us on what is in the 
best interest of the people of Pittsburgh, 
and I congratulate Valerie McDonald and 
Bob O'Connor for putting that legislation 
forth. 

The Chair: 

Very good. Well, we know what 
happened when 1 suggested a quicker 
election, so — so, I am all in favor of an 
advisory committee looking at this issue. 

Any other comments? Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 


Real quick. I brought up the COP 
Officer shifts last meeting. That is being 
put on hold, and we will, hopefully, hear 
back from the Administration soon as to 
what their policy is, and this is also just a 
reminder to the Administration, if anyone 
is listening, that we did send a letter over 
there asking exactly what that policy is, 
but Mr. Sirabella told me that is being put 
on hold until we can come to an agreement 
on it 

The Chair: 

And, as a follow-up, can we just 
have a post agenda meeting on this whole 
issue of the COP, not only the shift hours 
but a lot of the other issues that are sort of 
left hanging over from last year, on the 
training activities, relationship with the 
block watches, what the status of the 
consultant, community organizer, is, I am 
not sure where that is at We agreed to 
help provide funding for a part-time CO. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Absolutely. I think we should 
because a lot of issues were raised at the 
last post agenda meeting. I think it is now 
time to see what the results have been. 

The Chair: 

Well, if you could make 

arrangements accordingly. 

Any other co mm ents? Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I would just like to second that 
because I have already gotten a couple 
letters, that it seems like some of the COP 




are lobbying their neighbors or business 
community for, maybe, the hours that they 
want, and I understand it will be a couple 
more weeks until these Sergeants are in 
the zones. So, I think it is very important 
to send the message that we are not — it 
does not have to be across the board, one 
shift or another one day, and hopefully the 
A dminis tration comes up with a better 
plan than they had in the past, but I surely 

The Chair: 

We also do not want to see a 
conflict between the legi timate interest of 
residents, who, more often than not, want a 
shift that is later in the evenings, or the 
weekend, versus the business corridor, for 
instan ce., that would want, often times the 
COP Officer from 12:00 to 8:00. So, we 
should be able to try to accommodate both 
constituencies. 

Mr. Cohen: 

There is an obvious tension there, 
and what I have been saying all along on 
this is, I think each neighborhood should 
decide, and I realize, of course, there are 
business and residential areas of particular 
neighborhoods, but each neighborhood 
should decide what is best for that 
neighborhood, and it should not be an 
across the board change in shift hours 
from, say, 12:00 to 8:00, where it is now, 
to 3:00 to 11:00, it should be based on 
what is best for that neighborhood, those 
residents and those merchants. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I think a lot of it has to do with 
managing and how they do and they have 
to be very flexible, and that was our 


intention when this whole thing started. 
So, I think we do need that post agen da 
soon. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Right 

The Chair: 

Mr. Ricciardi, did you have your 
hand up? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Just very brief, and hopefully not 
redundant, but I would like to thank Mr. 
Cohen for bringing this issue up last week 
because I believe, as Mr. O’Connor has 
stated, you need flexibility. For example, 
the 30th Ward Block Watch, the Upper 
Knoxville Block Watch, has made their 
position very clear, and that is that their 
COP Officer is working well and is 
working very well in the early shift, that is 
the 7:00 to 3:00, and they are not looking 
forward to any changes. They have made 
that known through letters to Mayor 
Murphy and others, and 1 hope that we do 
keep flexibility. If not, we would have to 
obviously take some sort of position and 
stand with the Administration on this 
particular issue. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Ms. 
McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, and in talking to some of the 
officers, I look forward to the discussion, 
to the post agenda meeting because I was 
not aware of the true functions of the COP. 




There were some misperceptions that I had 
that, basically, were explained to me, so 
that I do have a true idea of what the COP 
program is all about, and what occurs to 
me is, a lot of folks, basically, need a beat 
cop, more than a COP progr am , which has 
social program factors about it, but I 
would think that, again, through all our 
communities we have to solve the 
problems that are there, whether it be the 
COP program or a beat cop, or maybe add 
something. So, I think the name of the 
game is to make sure that we meet the 
communities’ needs. 

The Chain 

Thank yoa One other point I 
would like to ask Mr. Ricciardi, since he 
chairs Public Works, which includes 
Environmental Services. I am not 
proposing that this Council involve 
ourselves with the Collective Bargaining 
Agreements or disputes or resolution to 
the various agreements, but I am 
concerned about the Environmental 
Services' workers, the contract is still 
outstanding. I believe wages and other 
things have been settled. There is an issue 
that I think is not just solely Collective 
Bargaining but could be a policy issue, 
and that is the one remaining dispute; if I 
understand it correctly, it has to do with 
the bulk pick-up, and a lot of us have dealt 
with issues involving our Recycling 
Program, the Bulk Pick-up Program; we 
have had problems in the past, and I would 
just ask that the Chairman review that 
issue. If it is true that the Administration 
wants to eliminate the bulk pick-up crew, 
which has been separate and distinct, and 
fold that into the regular crew that 
regularly picks up the garbage on an every 
other week basis, I do not object to that. 


What I do object to, and I think it 
is the bone of contention with the 
workforce, is, in the past, when that 
workload was theirs, they had a three- 
person crew, and I just have a problem 
with a two-person crew picking up the 
regular garbage every week, as well every 
other week picking up bulk pick-up. I 
think it is going to be a policy issue 
because I think compensation is going to 
be an issue, I think the delaying in the 
scheduling and the pick-up. 

So, I think there are policy issues 
there that go beyond the scope of the 
Collective Bar gaining Agreement, and I 
would ask that Mr. Ricciardi review that 
with the A dminis trating maybe make a 
report back to this body. My concern has 
to do with the policy of the proper pick-up. 
I do not think we want to prevent good 
quality service, and 1 am worried that may 
be the case in what the Administration is 


Any other matter? Mr. Hertzberg. 
Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, while we are tailring 
about Environmental Services and picking 
on Mr. Ricciardi, could you explain to 
Council and maybe the public w hat they 
should do with their Christmas trees at this 
time of year when they no longer have a 
use for them, or have we — 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

I know over on the North Side, 
Mr. Onorato’s dump is — 

Mr. Onorato: 


Yes, don’t fazing them to the park. 
We don’t want them in Riverview Park, 
let’s make that clear. 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

I do not have that information, Mr. 
Hertzberg, but I will have it for next week. 
Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I believe Highland Park is one of 
the pick-ups. Highland Park is a pick-up 
spot, I know, in East End. 

The Chain 

Let’s get that information, and al<y> 
we will ask our City Cable Bureau to run 
specifically — they may already be doing 
that, I don’t know —but, maybe, run an ad 
specifically listing. I know the County has 
five drop-off points for trees. I 
that includes City trees. But, 

notwithstanding that, I am sure the City 
has some plans also. So, let’s get that 
information; we will ft 

tomorrow when Mr. Onorato Chairs the 
meeting, and we will ask City Cable 
Bureau to run some kind of an ad, 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

I go with an artificial tree. 

The Chain 

We’re not going to get into that 
discussion. I’m going to report you to 
Judy Kelly. 

Any other comments? We need a 
motion to approve the Minutes. 


MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, December 20,1994. 

MR O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Motion to adjourn. 

Mr. Cohen: 

So moved. 

MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR COHEN 
Council adjourned. 
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(Pres’t) 


Good mo rning , everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world, and also for the 
Steelers on Sunday, even though they 
don’t need a prayer. 


We are very pleased today and we 
have a young man here today, Timothy 
Ivey. He is nine years old, and he goes to 
Chartiers Elementary School in 
Counc ilman Hertzberg’s District His dad 
is here, Kevin. And Timothy is going to 
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Timothy. 

Timothy Ivey: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. I tho ught you wanted 
to lead us in prayer there for a minute, 
Timothy. 

Tim, we would like you to have the 
flag of our Country and the flag of our 
City, presented by die Clerk. Thank you 
very much for coming down today. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a number of guests in the 
audience today, and at this time I would 
like to call on Councilman Onorato. 









This proclamation is sponsored by 
myself and Mr. Ferlo, Council President 
Ferlo. At this time I would like to bring 
the Pittsburgh Ballot Theatre School 
forward. If everyone would come up here, 
please. Over this way here. Some of you 
could stand up here if you want 

The parents chose to let the 
children come up by themselves today 
while they watch in the audience. Mr. 
President 

The Chair: 

Very good. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Let's get the President in there 
with us. 

MESSRS. ONORATO AND FERLO 
PRESENTED 

No. 1461 WHEREAS, during the 
month of December, over one hundred 
young dancers joined the professional 
company of the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 
to present George Balanchine's “The 
Nutcracker” at the Benedum Center; and, 

WHEREAS, the young people who 
participated in bringing “The Nutcracker” 
to life on stage, were chosen by audition in 
September and all are students of the 
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School; and, 

WHEREAS, the children began 
rehearing in September, and rehearsed 
every weekend until opening night. Many 
of the children were at the theatre every 
night sometimes spending long days there 
when they were scheduled to perform in 


both a matinee and evening performance; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the young people 
from the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre range in 
age from 5 to 18 and their participation 
added to the charm of the production; and, 

WHEREAS, the participation of 
the children in the production also brought 
the community into the ballet by involving 
parents, friends, and family in such thing s 
as the rehearsal, sewing costumes, anH 
other production tasks; and, 

WHEREAS, even with a company 
of 36 members, the Pittsburgh Ballet 
Theatre would not have been able to stage 
“The Nutcracker” in its entirety without 
the contribution of the children. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends all of the young 
people involved in making the Pittsburgh 
Ballet's Theatre's presentation of “The 
Nutcracker” a success and recognizes the 
commitment, hard work, and effort put 
forth by each child.—(SPONSORED BY 
COUNCILMAN DAN ONORATO 
AND COUNCILMAN JIM FERLO) 

MR ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, I first want to 
congratulate these individ uals here and 
some of them that are not here, for all the 
hard work and the presentation that you 




put on. Congratulations. I know this is a 
long tradition in this town, this particular 
production and it is great to see die young 
folks. 

I think we should also — why don’t 
we give a hand to all the parents who 
probably helped with those costumes out 
there. I want to thank all the parents here 
and the ones that are not here that helped, 
too, beca u se a lot of times people forget 
what it takes to get these children back and 
forth and running them around, and all of 
those unpaid jobs that somebody has to do 
to provide opportunities for the young 
people. And I think, once again, this is a 
good example of what the City has to 
offer. In living in an urban area there are 
so many good things that we can take 
advantage of, and this represents what is 
great about Pittsburgh. 

And, at this time I will have the 
President say a few words, and then we are 
going to open it up to some of the 
spokespeople here. I understand they want 
to dance, maybe, instead of speak, I don’t 
know. 

The Chair: 

Very good. We look forward to 
their performance. 

One of the secrets along Liberty 
Avenue as you enter the Lawrenceville 
community is the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 
School, and a few years ago — I think it 
has only been a few years — it was an old 
building, turned into a wonderful 
educational institution of culture, and it is 
just a wonderful thing to see some of the 
young people taking advantage of this 
theatre school, and I think it is a 
tremendous commitment on the part of, at 


least one group, within the Cultural Trust 
and we are very proud of it We are 
equally proud of all the young people that 
came down here today, and certainly 
proud of the parents because, 1 think 
people don’t know, but it really takes a lot 
of hard work to stay involved with the 
theatre and especially the ballet; it starts at 
a very young age and it really takes 
diligence of not only the young people 
here but also the parents, really spending a 
lot of time and effort, and we applaud that 
here today. Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time, , who wants to be the 
spokesperson? And there can be more 
than one. Who would like to say a few 
words? First you are going to identify 
yourself. There you go. 

Jessica Butken 

I am Jessica Butker, and I am in 
Level 2A at the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre. 

Lauren Cerk: 

I am Lauren Cerk, and I am in 
Level 1A at Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 
School. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Do you have fun there? 

Lauren Cerk: 

Yeah. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

What do you do? Tell us some of 

your — 



Mr. Onorato: 

What is Level 1 and Level 2? Is 
that first year, second year? 

Lauren Ceric 

This is my third year. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Third year. You can tell we’re not 
dance professionals. We don’t know the 
terms. 

Well, I just want to thank you — 
anybody else want to say anything? Come 
on forward. Sure. Would you give your 
name, please. 

Courtney Bold: 

My name is Courtney Bold. The 
levels start from creative movement and 
little babies just flowing around, and they 
go up to Schealey Program, where 
teenagers go to school; they come back 
during the day and they dance and then go 
back to school. You have to maintain a 
high Grade point Average to be in that 
and the children — the Student Division 
goes from 1 to 5, and there are ranging 
levels. It is not by age, it is by ability. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Congratulations. 

I would like Greg Kuban to come 
forward, please. Greg. 


Members of Council, I would like 
to move the following resolution: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1462 WHEREAS, Steven 
Novak and Greg Kuban, residents of the 
Lawrenceville area, undertook the 
enormous task of forming the 
Lawrenceville Youth Football Club, which 
recently completed its first successful 
season; and, 

WHEREAS, Steve and Greg, 
together with a dedicated core of 
volunteers, spent many long hours in 
developing he Lawrenceville Youth 
Football Club P r o gram; and , 

WHEREAS, the goals of the 
Football Program are to restore a sense of 
discipline, respect and self-esteem in our 
children while stressing the importance of 
academic excellence; and, 

WHEREAS, due to concerted 
efforts of Steve Novak and Greg Kuban, 
the Lawrenceville Youth football Program 
had over 150 participants in its initial year; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Steve and Greg were 
able to organize the 150 youths into three 
teams a seven to nine year old team a nine 
to eleven year old team and a twelve and 
thirteen year old team; and, 

WHEREAS, due to the help of 
several other concerned parents and 
residents of Lawrenceville, the Youth 
Football Program was able to establish 
three separate Cheerleading Squads to 
coincide with each age group; and. 






WHEREAS, due to the initiative of 
Steve Novak and Greg Kuban the 
Lawrenceville Youth Football Program 
was not only successful on the football 
field but off the field through several 
successful fund raising events; and, 

WHEREAS the Observer, a local 
newspaper, is honoring these two 
individuals, Steve Novak and Greg Kuban 
for Outstanding community Service on 
Saturday, January 14, 1995 at its annual 
awards dinner and ceremony to be held at 
Victoria Hall, 201 South Winebiddle 
Street in Friendship. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend Steve 
Novak and Greg Kuban for their 
outstanding effort to help the youth of the 
Lawrenceville and surrounding areas by 
establishing a program which not only 
focuses on sports but also on the 
importance of academic excellence. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Saturday, January 14, 
1995, “Steve Novak and Greg Kuban 
Day” in the City of Pittsburgh and we 
encourage all Lawrenceville and 
surrounding residents to support the 
Lawrenceville Youth Football Club. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 


The Chain 

Thank you very much. Greg is 
here today, as well as his wife Dorothy, 
who is a little shy, and she is out in the 
audience. 

I think, like any one of our Council 
Districts, we are very proud of a lot of 
different sports team^ some have a long 
tenure, 10, 15,20 years; in Bloomfield we 
have a group that goes back 30 years. But, 
we also want to give credit, and I think we 
have to take our hats of£ to many of the 
younger people that now are having 
younger children and are re-dedicating 
their efforts back into the neighborhood, 
and for many years Lawrenceville lacked a 
neighborhood wide youth sports initiative 
and in this case they have come together to 
support the initiation of Youth Football. 

The School Board has been 
cooperative; we use the Arsenal Field, at 
40th and Butler Street, and we want to 
t h a nk them for their cooperation and 
participation. 

A lot of people have gotten 
involved. They have bad to raise a lot of 
money, and I really wanted to pay tribute 
to the folks here today, and it was certainly 
noticed by the community newspaper, 
“The Observer", as evidenced by the 
award they will receive this weekend. 

So, my hat goes off to them, and I 
think this Council unanimously bag 
continued to support these kinds of 
neighborhood initiatives, and I want to 
thank my colleagues. 

Greg, congratulations. Would you 
like to say a few words. 



Mr. Kuban: 


Thank you. This is really 
unexpected Last year we were just 
talking about something in Lawrenceville 
to try to get the kids off the street a little 
bit, and me and Steve start talking. , and we 
went to Lawrenceville Development, they 
put us in touch with City Council, and it 
just started snowballing. 

I guess, as everybody knows, this 
effort — we have about, I would say, at 
least — well, every mother and fa ther is 
involved, but it took so much fundraising. 
These people really got involved and 
pulled together in our community, and it 
was so uplifting, it was unbelievable, to 
see all these little kids on the field, every 
day they’d come. No matter what, they’d 
come. It was just — put chills up my 
spine. 

And, I want to thank City Council 
for all your support and all the people that 
are involved This is unbelievable, 
because it’s actually a big business, and 
we have a Board of Directors that are 
unbelievable and everybody else that gets 
involved and sells and buys and donates, 
and it is just unbelievable, and I want to 
thank everyone. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 
Congratulations. 

I think we have a proclamation to 
be read into the record by Counc ilman 
O’Connor and Counc ilman Cohen. 

MESSRS. COHEN AND O’CONNOR 
PRESENTED 


No. 1463 WHEREAS, the 
Yeshiva Schools provide quality education 
in both secular and Judaic studies to 
children from preschool through high 
school under the direction of Rabbi 
Yisroel Rosenfeld, Dean and William c. 
Rudolph, President; and, 

WHEREAS, the Yeshiva Schools 
have recently completed a major 
expansion of their Wightman Street 
facility; and, 

WHEREAS, the Yeshiva Schools 
are holding their 51st annual dinner on 
January 15, 1994 in honor of a true 
community leader, David S. Shapira; and 

WHEREAS, David S. Shapira, 
Chief Executive Officer of Giant Eagle, 
Inc., has served the Jewish co mmuni ty in 
many leadership capacities, including 
Chairman of the United Jewish Federation 
and currently as Chairman of the Jewish 
Healthcare Foundation; and, 

WHEREAS, David S. Shapira has 
served the secular co mmunit y by currently 
leading the Allegheny Policy Council for 
Youth and Workforce Development and 
serving on the Boards of The Carnegie, 
Mellon Bank corporation and the United 
Way of Allegheny County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends and congratulates 
the Yeshiva Schools under the leadership 
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi 
Menachem M. Schneerson, for over 51 
years of service to the Jewish co mmuni ty 
and to the City of Pittsburgh- and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 






commends and congratulates David S. 
Shapira for his exemplary leadership to the 
Jewish community and to the City of 
Pittsburgh 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

We will move to Presentation of 
Papers, Mr. Cohen, Committee on Public 
Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 1464 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with an 
Independent Contractor for the purchase of 
Pharmaceutical Services, Supplies and 
Medications necessary for the operations 
of the Bureau of Emergency Medical 
Services for a period of two years (1995- 
1996). Total cost shall not exceed 
515,000.00 annually, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account 1422, Bureau 
of Emergency Medical Services. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 

MR COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 


only until or after the calendar day 
following die meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed 

MR O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1465 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements or for the use 
of existing agreements for an internship 
with a graduate student (s) for a period of 
one year, from January 1, 1995 to 
December 31, 1995, to perform various 
energy related services for the Department 
of General Services. Cost not to exceed 
$25,000.00. 

MR O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Thursday. 

MR HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed 
Also, 

No. 1466 Resolution providing for 
a professional services agreement or 
agreements, or for the use of existing 
agreements, for the purchase of fuel for 
City owned vehicles. Cost not to exceed 
$300,000.00. 

Also. 



No. 1467 Resolution providing a 
contract or contracts, or for the use of an 
existing contract or contracts, for 
furnishing and/or installing of energy 
conservation equipment for the 
Department of General Services. Cost not 
to exceed $200,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 1468 Resolution providing a 
contract or contracts, or for the use of an 
existing contract or contracts, for various 
repairs and renovations to City facilities. 
Cost not to exceed $200,000.00. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on T^ands, Buildings and 
Procurement 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1469 Communication from 
Ronald A. Mussman, Comptroller, 
Allegheny County Sanitary Authority 
submitting a list of the Authority’s 
personnel as of December 31,1994. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

The first bill, on the report from 
ALCOSAN, we need a motion to receive 
and file. 

Mr. Cohen: 

So moved. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 


The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

This is under the Charter yearly 
requirement All the Authorities have to 
notify Council of the payroll, the namw of 
employees, the titles and tire salaried 
positions. 

Also, 

No. 1470 Resolution amending 
and supplementing Resolution No. 972 of 
1994, effective January 1, 1995, entitled: 
“Resolution No. 972 of 1994, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, ‘Resolution 
fixing the number of officers and 
employees of the City of Pittsburgh, and 
the rate of compensation thereof, and 
setting minimum levels for designated 
positions, by making certain additions and 
collections,’ by increasing the 1995 salary 
of all non union municipal employees by 
3% above the 1994 rate.”— 
(SPONSORED BY JIM FERLO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1471 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title and interest in property located at 
3028 Wiggins Street in the 6th Ward, in 
accordance with the Residential Land 
Reserve Fund Coop Agreement.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO) 






Which was read and referred to die 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Under Unfinished 
Business, are there any matters to be 
brought before the body? Unfinished 
Business or Reports of Special 
Committees? 

Hearing none, we will move to 
Reports of Committees. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Onorato. 
MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bin No. 1477 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Finance and 
Budget for January 5, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $30,000.00 to Stephen Joel 
Feldman and Ursula Feldman, c/o Michael 
Louik, Berger, Kapetan, Meyers, Rosen, 
Louik & Raizman, Suite 200, The Frick 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15219, 
in full and final settlement of alleged 
personal injuries regarding an automobile 
accident on Beechwood Boulevard on or 
about December 15, 1990.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bill passed finally. 


Bill No. 1446 


Also, 




Bill No. 1447 

The Chain 

A Resolution entitled, "Resolution 
providing for an Agreement with Law 
Offices (as yet unidentified) for Legal 
Representation as the Solicitor of the 
Pittsburgh Commission on Human 
Relations in 1995 and providing for the 
payment of the cost thereof.” 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. Other 
comments? 

I would like my comments brought 
forward also on Bill 1456. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Also, 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Bill No. 14S6 

Mr. O’Connor: 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Council of the City of 
Pittsburgh to form an Advisory Board for 
the express purpose of conducting a 
review of Article 3, Section 309 of the 
City’s Home Rule Charter and, at the 
conclusion of said review, the Advisory 
Board will present to Council its non¬ 
binding findings regarding possible 
Charter Amendments.”—AS AMENDED- 
—(SPONSORED BY MR. O’CONNOR 
AND MS. MCDONALD) 

Yes, on Bill 1456, I just want to 
mention to my colleagues that we did add 
the amendment that at least one minority 
party would be represented, and that we 
have 30 days to make the appointments. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Was there an 

amendment clarified? I know your staff 
came to me yesterday. Is that in here 
today? 

Which was read. 

Ms. McDonald: 

The Chain 

Yes. 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Hertzberg. 

The Chain 

Do you have it on the table here? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Ms. McDonald: 

My comments on Bill 1456 
brought forward, please. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

Yes. Mr. President, if you — in 
Section 2, as my colleague, Mr. O’Connor, 
had said, the addition and the 
modification, as was discussed at the 
Standing Committee, does include 
minority party representation, but in 




Section 3, Item B, it will read, “Hie Board 
shall also conduct a review of all 
applicable State Laws governing 
Municipal Charter amendments as they 
relate to Section 309,” which are 
vacancies, and that addresses your concern 
about - and I would say, most of 
Council’s concern, that whatever we do, 
that we be within the confines of State 
Law and just, basically, be legal. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Any other comments? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1478 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for January 5, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
BiU No. 1453 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Director of the Department 
of General Services, in her capacity as the 
Superintendent of the Bureau of Cable 
Communications, to file a com plaint with 
the Federal Communications Commission 
c h al lenging the reasonableness of the 
Expanded Basic rate increase perpetrated 
by TCI of Pennsylvania, Inc., by adding 
four (4) new channels.”—{SPONSORED 
BY MR COHEN) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Counc ilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I would just like for my co mments 
brought forward, Mr. President 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. Other 
comments? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 



The ayes and noes were taken 

agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pies’t) 

NOES none 


Also, 


No. 1474 Resolution appointing 
Yvonne Cook, 7355 Mt Vernon Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15208, to the Minority anH 
Womens Enterprise Review Committee, 
for a term to expire April 30,1998. 

Which was read. 

Also, 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chair: 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 


No. 1475 Resolution appo inting 
Estella W. Sm ith , 1625 Centre Avenue, 
Apt 202, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, to the 
Minority and Womens Enterprise Review 
Committee, for a term to expire April 30 
1998. 

Which was read. 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 


THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1472 Resolution appointing 
Margaret Ringel Baker, 137 Grandview 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15211, to the 
Minority and Womens Enterprise Review 
Committee, for a term to expire April 30, 
1996. 

Which was read. 

Also, 

No. 1473 Resolution appointing 
James R. Overton, 726 Bocyrus Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220, to the Minority and 
Womens Enterprise Review Committee, 
for a term to expire April 30,1996, 

Which was read. 


Also, 

No. 1476 Resolution appointing 
Marsha Ann Tongel, 418 Evandale Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212, to the Minority and 
Womens Enterprise Review Committee, 
for a term to expire April 30,1998. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

The last bills are the five 
appointments to the MBE/WBE 
Committee. I think, if you looked at the 
resumes, I think they are wonderful 
additions to this Committee. I know they 
are having a meeting later on this month 
and they would like to have a full 
complement. And, with permission, Mr. 
Onorato, we would like to suggest that 
those individuals try to come in first thing 
tomorrow so we could move that process 
along. 





Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, sir. 

MR. COHEN moved that Margaret 
Ringel Baker, James R. Overton, Yvonne 
Cook, Estella W. Smith and Marsha Ann 
Tongel come in front of Council. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed 

The Chain 

Thank you, and we will notify, 
through the Clerk’s Office, the individuals 
to come in tomorrow. And, I believe you 
all received a packet from the Mayor’s 
Office on the resumes for the 
appointments to the MBE/WBE. Thank 
you. 

Under Motions and Resolutions, 
are there any matters to be brought before 
the body? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I just 
wanted to give an update on a couple of 
announcements regarding the COP 
Program. I know that every one of our 
offices has received a number of call s 
regarding the shift changes, or potential 
shift changes for the COP Officers. The 
current status is that it is now in 
arbitration. The FOP filed a grievance 
with regard to the COP Officers’ shift 
changes, neighborhoods and days off. It 
has been heard by the arbitrator already. 
Lorina Wise, from our Law Department 
presented the case on the City side. The 
arbitrator has kept the hearing open for 
further documentation, but I think that 


hearing will be settled - well, the 
arbitration shall be settled relatively soon. 

The Chief of Police, in a 
memorandum to City Council, has said 
that no shift change will take place until 
that arbitration has concluded, and I also 
talked to him this morning, and he said, 
also, until he has a discussion with City 
Council about it 

So, for anybody who is listening 
and certainly for people who have been 
calling our offices, the 1994 COP Officer 
shifts are currently in effect and will not be 
changed until this arbitration is ennr.| ydpd 
and until the Administration taikc with 
City Council about it 

A couple of other COP i ssues 
One is, which has been brought up here in 
City Council several thnes J about the COP 
Officers reporting to the Point Breeze 
Station. We have com plain ed vigorously 
on the feet that all the COP Officers from 
throughout the City of Pittsburgh report to 
the Point Breeze Station, and even though 
that happens to be very close to my home 
and right outside my district, I am opposed 
to it because COP Officers from, say, the 
North Side, or South Side, South Hills, 
West End, have a long way to go and that 
means that they might lose as much as an 
hour to an hour and a half of their beat 
time, the time where they should be 
walking the beat, by reporting to that Point 
Breeze Station every morning. 

The good news is that finally that 
is going to change. I want to compliment 
the Administration. The new Sergeants 
are being selected today and tomorrow. 
Six — well, altogether there are over 30, 
but six of those will be selected for each of 
the six zones, and now the COP Officers 


will report to those six Sergeants in the 
zones. So, they won’t be leaving their 
zone to report to the Point Breeze Station. 

I am assured, as of this morning, 
by Deputy Mayor Sirabella, that should 
happen by February the 1st Apparently 
the selections will be taking place today 
and tomorrow. A couple weeks is 
necessary for physicals and administrative 
work and then that will happen by 
February 1st 

The last thing, Mr. President, is 
that we scheduled a post agenda meeting 
on the entire COP Program because, of 
course, there are other issues dealing with 
Community Policing, for Tuesday, 
January 17th, right after our Legislative 
Meeting, and 1 have invited the Chief of 
Police, Earl Buford, the Deputy Mayor in 
charge of Public Safety, Sal Sirabella, 
Commander Edward Kelly of the COP 
Division, and also Kathy Kraus. So, if 
anybody believes anybody else should be 
invited, please let me know, and that will 
take place a week from today. 

The Chain 

Very good. Thank you, Mr. 
Cohen. Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. And I wanted to ask Mr. 
Cohen. I also was approached by COP 
Officers, but the one thing that some of the 
women in my area wanted is a time. And I 
understand about them not wanting to 
waste time by reporting to the East End; it 
is a burden on people that are coming from 
the south and the north, but they made an 
interesting suggestion that they make some 
time, or that some time be provided for all 


of them to get together so that they can 
share ideas. They haH said that they find 
that much of the interaction that had 
occurred in the mornings, they shared 
ideas, it was just a lot more stimulating for 
them, so that when they went back into 
their respective zones or communities, that 
they would be fresh with either new ideas 
or find out what they wanted to initiate 
didn’t work; that type of collegiality and 
brainstorming. 

That was just a suggestion that 
they had made; I wanted to convey that to 
you as Chair of the Public Safety. 

Mr. Cohen: 

That is a very good point, and I had 
not thought of that before. I would think 
that maybe that does not have to happen 
every day, maybe that could happen once a 
week, and I would suggest we bring that 
up at the post agenda meeting and try to 
find a time when they can ail get together 
and share ideas. That is a good point. 

The Chair: 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Just to follow up on that. I agree 
with you, but there are 88 cops and there is 
only six zones. So, you are looking at 12 
officers getting together every day in the 
same area. So, there would be 12. Iam 
not saying, once a month, or whatever, if 
they all wanted to get together for training 
or to kick ideas around. 

But, I had a question. You were 
saying. What is an arbitration? 





Mr. Cohen: 

An arbitration is a grievance 
procedure — oh, I am sorry. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

No, what is — what is in the 
arbitration right now? 

Ms. McDonald: 

What is in arbitration. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

What issue? 

Mr. Cohen: 

The issue of the COP Officers. 
And, as I understand it, there are three 
issues. One is, the shifts that the FOP is 
saying that the COP Officer should be able 
to choose their shift two is, the days off; 
that they ought to be able to choose their 
own days off, and three is, the actual 
neighborhood, being able to choose the 
neighborhood. Those are the three issues, 
as I understand it, that are before the 
grievance panel right now. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, I say, the officer with the 
most seniority maybe has his pick of 
neighborhoods, but if we are going to put - 
- if we are going to spend two million 
dollars, that I proposed and we fight for, 
take Federal money to put 88 cops in the 
neighborhood, and they are going to work 
7:00 to 3:00, Monday through Friday, I 
think we ought to re- think the whole thing. 
So, before this Administration makes a big 
mistake, which they let the Chief do 


already, giving officers weekends off and 
day shift, L, and the one who proposed this 
idea, I am certainly willing to re-look it, if 
that is what we are going to do. This is 
utter nonsense. 

The agreement was they would be 
in the community when they are needed. 1 
am not against having a Sunday off 
because, presumably, that is the low crime 
day, but if it is weekends oft, and they are 
going to work 7:00 to 3:00 in whatever 
neighborhoods, this is crazy. So, I do not 
know who — 

The Chain 

I think this is also probably the first 
many of us have heard that there actually 
was an arbitration go ing on, and all thic 
time that we have been debating the 
effectiveness of the COP Pr o gr a m and 
problems associated with it, whether it be 
the shift change, the Point Breeze roundup, 
or any of a number of the problems — 

Mr. O’Connon 

Excuse me, I think I still h^H the 

floor. 

The Chain 

Excuse me. 

Mr. O’Connon 

I want a meeting today with the 
Mayor and the Chief of Police, and I will 
run over there right after this meeting. 
This is utterly ridiculous. We put police 
officers out there, we sacrificed a lot to do 
that I mean we had a lot of debate here, 
and it was honest dialogue. We finally 
said to take this Federal money and put it 




into the police, and if they are going to 

work hours that they are not needed and 
not helping the community, something is 
drastically wrong with the manao^m^nt 0 f 
the police force, the Mayor and whoever is 
on the other arbitration side. 

So, I am demanding, right after this 
meeting, we see the Mayor and the Chief 
of Police beca u se I want cops out there at 
night, I want them on Friday night, gnd 
guess what, I want them on Saturday night 
because that is when all the - my 
complaints in my neighborhoods come in, 
and the officers that I talk to, want to work 
when they are needed. If the retired guys 
want to retire, put them somewhere on a 
beat, but they should not be in this — what 
we funded. Again, two million dollars 
came out of other programs. We created 
jobs, we brought new cops in, and they 
better be doing the job that they are called 
for. 

And I do not think we should wait 
more than today, so this does not get out 
of hand that we read a memo. And I met 
with the Chief, and we all sat here, and he 
said, I think they should have weekends 
off. I mean what kind of management is 
this. I mean that is like, let’s give the 
priest off Sunday. Come on. 

The Chain 

Let Mr. Cohen respond. I would 
like to say a few words, then Mr. Onoiato. 
Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, yes, I think we have 
made our interest well known, and 
Councilman O’Connor certainly has taken 
a lead in that, and that is that we want 
COP Officers to be on weekends. 


Community Policing — remember “COP” 
stands for Community Oriented Police. 
Community Policing means they should 
be tied to the community, which Tn«mc 
each neighborhood should be able to have 
the shifts and the hours and the days for 
their community COP Officer that is best 
for that neighborhood, and I think we have 
made our intentions very well known on 
that What I am saying to you is that, it is 
in arbitration right now, and we do not 
have an ability to circumvent the 
arbitration, unfortunately. So, what I 
would suggest, certainly we can have a 
meeting with the Mayor today, but I have 
set up a meeting, a formal meeting a week 
horn today. I think by that timp tjjg 
arbitration, hopefully, will be resolved and 
we will find out exactly what we are able 
to do. 

The Chair ; 

Mr. O’Connor, do you want to 
respond? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, I am afraid, if arbitration 
comes in two, three days, it will be too 
late, and I think Council holds the purse 
strings to this program. So, when 
arbitration comes down in a couple days, 
we do hold the purse strings, and I think 
we ought to know right now where the 
FOP and where the Chief and where the 
Mayor stands on this. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Well, I can tell you very simply. 
The FOP is taking the position that the 
officers should be able to choose those 
three items that I said. The Administration 
is taking the position that they shouldn’t. 





And that is what is before the arbitration 
panel. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, then we better talk to the 
FOP, so they know who holds the purse 
strings. 

Mr. Cohen: 

That is pretty simple. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Again, I am not against — some 
shifts may be daylight, some may be 12:00 
to 8:00. In one of my neighborhoods 
12:00 to 8:00 is a good shift, but also some 
of the officers are going to the 
neighborhood businesses and getting them 
to sign a petition that says — in fact, there 
came a letter from five businesses, 
~0'Connor wants to take me off this shift 
and put me on night shift,” or something. 
And when an officer goes into a business, 
they will sign anything he requests. And 
two neighborhoods that I represent are 
already upset that a few business people, 
whether it be the drug store person, or 
whoever, is dictating the whole 
community. Two or three or five 
businesses do not represent a whole 
community, who represents these 
communities, we are the elected officials 
in that community. I haven’t been at one 
of these meetings — yes, I have been — a 
couple in Point Breeze, when we changed 
the schedule, and once we explained the 
program, from hearing both sides, we 
cannot just let a manager, who maybe is an 
ex-cop and wants to give the guys all 
daylight, dictate what is going on here. 


So, I think we are the elected 
offi cials , we should be at every meeting. I 
am not against whatever shift is good for 
the neighborhood, but we hold the purse 
strings, and if we are going to let this go, 
we are doing it wrong, we are doing an 
injustice to the community, really. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes. I am not in any way 
suggesting we let this go. In feet, what I 
am saying is, we grab a hold of it, grab a 
hold of h hard and say, this is — we want 
these COP Officers to be attached to the 
community; what is best for the 
community should be what is best for that 
officer, and that means shift time, that 
means days off, and that means what beats 
they walk, everything. That is what 
Community Policing is all about 

The Chain 

I think, though, to be fair. I think, 
unfortunately, we have sort of foiled in 
sort of riding herd on this whole issue 
since the last fell meeting where all these 
different issues and debate came up. I 
have to maybe plead ignorance, but this is 
the first learned that there was an 
arbitration. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

1 did not know about it. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Well, I just learned it yesterday. 

The Chain 

Well, but I am really upset now 
about the procedure. I mean given all of 




the conflict and concern, that this Council 
has raised legitimate sincere concern about 
the effectiveness of the COP, the problems 
with the office, the problems with the sign 
in and sign out at Point Breeze, which did 
not make sense, in terms of effective use 
of police officers times, all the other things 
that we have struggled with, every one of 
us in our respective neighborhoods, with 
the Block Watch Organizations. 

I mean we have been completely 
out of the loop on this issue. We were not 
aware — at least I was not aware, I do not 
t hink many of my other colleagues were 
aware that this even went to arbitration, 
and now, unfortunately, it may even be too 
late for us to affect and express our 
concerns in some of these issues. Why it 
has gone as far as arbitration without us 
being made aware, it is just very upsetting, 
and we only have a few weeks more to 
amend the budget, and if this program is 
not going to be what we envision it to be, 
then we are better off eliminating the so 
called COP Progr am and go back to 
assi gning those officers to the respective 
zones, especially those zones that are the 
most critically in need of additional 
officers, and then have the Zone 
Commander assign those, vis-a-vis, the 
traditional foot patrol, either at the 
business level or at the community level. 

I mean there are a whole host of 
issues that we were relying on to be 
briefed and be involved in as we struggle 
through making the program more 
effective, and 1 am a little bit shocked to 
learn today, and I did not see this notice 
that apparently some of you have had 
before you, that all of a sudden we are 
actually a few days short of an arbitration 
decision. And to respect the FOP, I do not 
know what the concern is, there may be 
some legitimacy as it relates to these 


officers, many of whom are newer and 
lack seniority versus older officers, who 
have seniority, that do not have the 
privilege of some of the other things that 
are being afforded to the COP Officers. 

So, there may be some legitimacy 
to the FOP concern that I am not fully 
aware of, and I would like to hear their 
side of it. But it is disappointing that we 
were not briefed, it is disappointing that 
we were not in the loop, and it is 
disappointing that it has gone to the extent 
of arbitration before we could intervene, 
either with the Administration, the police 
or the FOP. And we would like to try to 
see if the Mayor and the Chief are 
available later on after this mee ting we 
will certainly make an effort, I don’t know 
if they are, but we will so do that if that is 
what the majority decides. 

But I will remind my colleagues, 
we only have a few weeks more if we want 
to make any amendments to the budget. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I think we have to meet with the 
FOP. We have to know what their 
grievances are. And I want to know today, 
who’s running this police force. 

The Chair: 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, I hear everybody’s 
frustration here, and I am glad to hear it 
because I have been banging my head 
against the wall also for the last couple 
months with this entire COP - and I don’t 
care what we call it, if it’s COP or beat 






officers, and I think it is a disgrace that the 
residents of this City, if they are watching 
this light now, hear us bickering, meaning 
the City and the FOP, when all they want 
is visibility out there. This FOP, they 
might have legitimate issues and the 
employees, but the one thing that has to be 
made dear here, and that is, somebody has 
got to be the manager. The Mayor is the 
executive of this City, we help set polities, 
and I think that both sides of the hall here 
are unanimous, that we want bodies 
walking the streets and we are going to 
dedde what shifts. We are putting the 
money in place, we have put it for two 
years now. I do not care what anyone’s 
legitimate reason is. I will respect 
seniority as anyone, and that is fine, but no 
one should be able to dictate what shifts 
they are going to work. We want coverage 
and if that means coverages from midnight 
till 6:00 in the mo rning, we should get it 
Somebody has to have the power to say, 
“This is the shift you’re going to work.” 

I am a little bit sick and tired of 
hearing some of these arguments: “Well, 
why can’t we have an officer here? Well, 
because it does not fit within the particular 
shift, or that person didn’t want to work 
there.” As far as I am concerned, these 
COP Stations can be e liminat ed. All I 
want is bodies on the street walking. That 
should be their station. Their station 
should be a comer, it should be a street, it 
should be a corridor, it should be a 
neighborhood. We do not need an office 
or a storefront Somehow that got tangled 
up in all of this, and people think that if 
they see a little blue and white sign “COP 
Station” they’re safe. They want to see the 
bodies walking around. And I wouldn’t 
care if you eliminate every COP Station on 
the North Side, but give me the bodies and 
let them walk the North Side all the time. 


1 do not want them hiding b ehind a door, 
or behind four walls, get them out there. 

The frustration here is that, where 
did the Mayor’s Office lose control of 
dictating where to put officers. I still think 
he has that prerogative. I do not know 
why it is in arbitration, and I do not 
understand why we cannot just set the 
ground rules: These are the shifty this is 
where we want you. Now, if you want to 
argue who should be there based on 
seniority, that’s a legi timate gripe, but 
you’re going to be there. Somebody’s 
going to be there. And I would hope that 
if we can have this meeting, that’s fine, but 
I am a little frustrated because many timec 
here I have defended the Police 
Department on some tough issues here, 
and I am a strong supporter because I 
recognize the environment they have to 
work in every day; it is a tough job out 
there. But when we put two and a half 
million annually to beef up the police 
force, that only helps the FOP with the 
ranks and we are trying to help them with 
bodies, I hope we could double it again 

The Chain 

Just on this point, though, if you 
will allow me. I mean let’s be fair to the 
FOP. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I am fair to the FOP. 

The Chain 

No, but let’s — just hear me out 
And this is why I am a little bit frustrated 
that we have not been involved in the loop 
and why the Administration has not 
figured this out ahead of time. I mean if 




you have a Collective Bargaining 
Agreement that has in place some measure 
of seniority or bidding rights to other 
positions, I do not see why we cannot 
reconcile that with the feet that we want to 
have a COP operation. That just means 
that older officers and others who may 
have tenure or seniority also have a right 
to bid in to these various COP positions — 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well — and I said that 
The Chain 

— as opposed to many younger 
officers who are put in there by, whoever, 

1 am not sure. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, my gripe isn’t just 
with the FOP, it is with both sides. You 
are right, somewhere the communication 
did not work. I said I respect the seniority 
system. What I do not understand is, there 
was also an issue in arbitration, they want 
to determine what shift they are going to 
be on. Now, if that means, by seniority 
they want to pick what shift, it is different, 
but if they are saying, we’re only going to 
work 3:00 to 7:00, whatever the shift 
might be, well, that’s not going to work. I 
mean I think we have a right to decide, 
there will be this many shifts, and then 
their seniority will decide who goes into 
what shift, at that point, based on how 
long you have been there. 

Mr. Cohen: 

No, it is based on seniority. And, 
first of all, let me say that I think we 
should speak with both sides, hear it from 


both sides because I am hearing from 
the Chief of Police. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And Councilman Cohen and j were 
at a meeting yesterday, and I thmlr 
Councilman Cohen, you brought up a very 
good point, and that is, we are promised 
that this thing would be decentralized 
months ago, and it still has not happened. 

The Chain 

I think we were already told. In 
fact, we reported before this body that 
these COP Officers were not reporting to 
Point Breeze. Now, this is the first we 
heard that was not the case. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well, Councilman Cohen and I, we 
were at a meeting yesterday where we 
heard this, and we were both furious. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I’ve known every day that they are 
still reporting to the Point Breeze Station, 
and to bang my head against the wall with 
this Administration, saying, “Dam it. I’m 
sick of them reporting to this one station, 
every COP Officer in the entire City, it’s 
got to end,” and it has taken awhile but it 
is finally ending. 

The Chair: 

Mr. Ricciardi, then Mr. Hertzberg. 
Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I will 
be brief First of all. I would like to thank 




Dan Cohen, who chairs our Public Safety 
Committee, who has brought this 
information before us today, but I also 
support Mr. O’Connor’s immediate call 
for a meeting on the whole COP Program 
itself. 

I will be perfectly frank with you, 
colleagues, I realize that other - some 
parts of this City we have had problems 
with the COP Progr am 3 but it was running 
well in several of my neighborhoods; for 
example, Knoxville, Allentown, South 
Side. We were not having a problem 
with our mini stations. I differ with my 
colleague Mr. Onorato. Our mini stations 
are also being manned by citizens, an d 
that is the reason we wanted our mini 
stations, so citizens could come in, also 
help with the phone calls, help with the 
paper work and have meetings there. So, 
we want our mini stations. So, there is a 
perfect reason why we need to sit down 
with the Mayor’s Office, to see what 
exactly are the mini stations, for example. 

And I still distinguish between the 
COP and, quote, a beat officer, I believe 
there is a distinct difference. So, where 
the COP Program was working well in my 
neighborhoods, I am seeing now that 
either something happened outside the 
neighborhoods or maybe it deteriorated 
within my own neighborhood within the 
last week or two, that I am unaware of it 
But I really call for Mr. O’Connor’s 
immediate meeting, hopefully today, to get 
this back on track. 

But I do agree with Mr. Ferlo 
because I really do not know the FOP’s 
position, and I think we have to better 
understand that in order to look at the 
program itself because it goes back to: Do 
we want to reopen the budget and look at 


tins. If we are not pleased with the way it 
is going we might want to re-allocate the 
monies. 

So, agai n , I will end with this. I 
think Mr. O’Connor is righ t , we need an 
imm edi ate meeting today because it was 
working well in my district, I want it to 
continue working well, and I want to see 
what happened to it Thank you. 

The Chain 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Every time — things get twisted 
here. I could pull out my 1991 political 
literature where it says, we need COP 
Officers in the City of Pittsburgh, and now 
we have them. We can all take credit for 
pu shing for it; it is a big issue in this 
County. 

Let me make it clear, it is 
successful on the North Side, it is very 
successful. But I can point to three 
locations where I got a blue COP Office 
and no officer. Well, give me the officer, 
you could have the station back. That is 
what my point was. I mean if we are 
going to do it let’s do it right. I would 
love to have the offices, too, if I have the 
officer. That was my point Some 
neighborhood groups thought that when 
you get this office, you automatically have 
the officer. Well, I hate to surprise some 
people here, that’s not always ha p p ening 
and 'when an officer gets hurt, they don’t 
get replaced because we don’t have 
enough officers to do that 

I have some neighborhoods where 
this program is outs tanding on the North 



Side, and I will tell you one of the 
problems we had at one of the places that 
was outstanding, and all of you remember, 
I pushed for the bike patrol a couple 
months ago, well, then there was a shift 
there, anybody that was on a bike was 
transferred to Downtown Pittsburgh. I lost 
some of my best guys on the North Side 
that were on bikes because they 
volunteered for a pr o g r am , which was 
successful, and then they were transferred 
to Downtown because they happened to be 
on a bike. That just destroyed the whole 
reason why I was pushing for a bike in the 
neighborhood. 

Now, these are the kind of issues 
that were happening and developing that 
were not the reason we push for bike 
patrol, it was not the reason we push for 
COP, it was to keep them in the 
neighborhood. So, it is a good pro gr am , it 
was a good program, but something is 
happening on the management side and 
with the FOP, and I think the two of them 
have to get together. And, obviously, the 
communication here is terrible. And, as 
you know. Council does not negotiate 
contracts, does not negotiate with the FOP, 
we allocate resources, and that is where 
our big stick is. Now, all we are asking — 
and we help set policy, and I think one 
thing this Council has done is set the 
policy that we all unanimously want COP 
Officers in our neighborhood, and I would 
ham to see that program disappear because 
of some mix-up on both sides of the 
negotiating table. 

The Chain 

Well, it is almost like we are 
having the post agenda here without the 
other parties here. 


Councilman O'Connor, you had 
another poinL 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I wanted to say what 1 feel about 
some of these COP Officers, but I better 
not say it, how it has been managed , 
Again, I agree, I think if the seniority — if 
an officer with seniority wants a special 
zone, an area, he should, he or she should 
have it, but they have got to work when 
the neighborhoods need it, and 1 think 
today, I am not leaving today without 
seeing the Mayor. I am going out of here 
and making a left hand turn because, if 
you remember, I brought this issue to this 
Council, I fought very hard to put my idea, 
and I ran on it, and 1 am going to run on it 
this year, and I think all of us will run on it 
because we all had a big part in it, that 
every neighborhood in this City deserves a 
beat cop, 88 neighborhoods, 88 cops. We 
found the money. The COP room, or 
whatever you call it, mini station, which 
whoever’s idea it came out of, maybe, 
whatever, most of the time it is not being 
used. I was in business before, when we 
don't have offices — if you give a person a 
nice fancy office, they’re going to sit in it 
I don't care if it is me, you or whoever. 
So, I question the use of those, although 
people like the idea. And I don’t mind the 
officer having a place to go, especially in 
the cold weather, but I would rather see 
them at the Eat *N Park or the local gas 
station, where he or she is highly visible. 

But, my question is, who's 
managing this police force, 1 think we 
want to know it today. If it is not being 
managed the way we gave the Chief, that 
was three months ago we sat here and we 
heard the B.S. about weekends, and at one 
time they were even going to give them. 





the officers, the beat officers, cars to entice 
them to take the job. Come on, we don’t 
want people riding around in cars, we want 
you on foot, and we want you on die 
comer of every neighborhood, so that 
Senior Citizens feel safe, that they can go 
to the stores, whatever hours that 
neighborhood wants. I think h is 
mandatory today we find out because the 
budget is not closed, we have a couple 
weeks to open the budget We hold the 
purse strings, we can always change it If 
the Mayor and his Administration can’t 
manage this police force right, then we’ll 
change the system, change the budget, 
whatever we have to do. I am willing to 
open it up. Because it is a great idea, it is 
meant well, but it has not been managed 
well in the last two years, even before -1 
am not just blaming this Administration, 
the Administration before it didn’t do it, 
now it is two years, we are not going to go 
another third year with an incompetent 
COP Program. 

So, I think today - I’m making a 
left-hand turn when I leave here. So, 
anybody coming with me, it’s up to you. 

The Chain 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

We do have a motion on the floor, 
Mr. O’Connor, and we will try to act on it, 
and also I ask Mr. Salac to please call over 
there right now and see if we can round up 
these individuals. 

Mr. Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I am 
not that excited about whatever is going 


on, none of it surprises me. As far as 
decentralizing and moving from the Point 
Breeze reporting requirement, the 
information I got from the Administration 
is, as soon as those Sergeant appointments 
are made, the decentralization will occur, 
and I do not think that is surprising. You 
do not want to move people out of one 
operation and disburse them without 
having supervision. So, I mean we are 
told that should happen in the next few 
weeks. 

As far as this arbitration. I think 
what happened is, we have a contract, a 
Collective Bargaining Contract, with our 
Police Union here, that was signed before 
the implementation of the Community 
Oriented Policing concept So, the 
problem that you have is the contract does 
not really deal with all the specifics of this 
program. What you would hope would 
happen would be that the FOP and the 
Administration could sit down and reach 
some agreement on amending their 
Collective Barg aining Agreement to 
include Community Oriented Policing. 
Apparently they were unable to do that, so 
they have had to take their differences to 
arbitration, but maybe someone here can 
act as a mediator — Councilman 
O’Connor, I know you have got some 
experience 

— and maybe we can get this resolved. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. Ms. 
McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, I have to agree with 
Councilman Hemberg’s remarks, that I 
think there is a process problem that we 



have and that we need to resolve. Another 
thing, though, that I am fully aware of is 
that the whole philosophy of the COP 
Program may have been lost in some of 
the needs of the co mmunit y. Most 
communities that I think are fighting for 
different hours, or what have you, a 
different nature, like a - it’s a beat cop. 
They want a beat cop. That is not the COP 
Program. And I think at the post ag enda 
or whether we have a meeting today, that 
will come out 

What I am suggestin g is that we 
meet the needs of the community. I agree 
with Coun cilman O’Connor, we must 
meet the needs of the c ommunit y^ and if 
the community needs a beat cop, then that 
is what they need. Maybe they need that 
more than the COP Program. That’s a 
program. Maybe they need a beat cop. 
And maybe they need both. But I think 
that we need to be on the same page as far 
as the difference in the programs and the 
different strategies that a beat cop has 
versus the COP cop. 

1 agree, and I want to thank 
Councilman Cohen for setting up a post 
agenda, and if we have a meeting today, 1 
want to thank Coun cilman O’Connor 
because I just do not like to see this 
debated here when we do not really have 
all the facts. 

The Chair: 

Chief Buford is on his way over 
here now to meet with us. The Mayor has 
two back to back meetings, and I do not 
know if we can meet with him. Obviously 
Mr. O’Connor can take a left and do what 
he pleases. But if you want to try to 
follow-up on this because I think it is very 


important that he has raised some of these 
issues. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Is Sal available. 

The Chair: 

I would like to just alert Council 
that the Chief is on his way over here and 
we will try to get the Deputy Mayor in 
here also. 

Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

We should also, Mr. President — 
and I have no problem with meeting more 
quickly, that is even better - but we 
should also get someone — Lorina Wise 
from the Solicitor’s Office, who was there 
at the arbitration, who knows the legal 
issues, Kathy Kraus and Sal Sirabelia, also 
Lieutenant Kelly, who is the person in 
charge of the COP Progr a m ; if possible, if 
we can. 

The Chair: 

I would ask, also, if Mr. Salac 
could please call the Solicitor and see if 
we have a right to meet in the conference 
room based on the fact that it is a 
personnel and Collective Bargaining issue. 

Any other matters? And we will 
try to facilitate this meeting. We do have a 
public hearing this afternoon at 2:00, 
hopefully we will try to facilitate this 
meeting with Chief Buford immediately 
following the close of this meeting. I 
believe he is on his way over here right 
now since we called him. 





Are there any other matters to be 
brought before the body? 

Just one thing very briefly and we 
will send you a memo. Mr. Cohen many 
weeks ago sent me two nominations to the 
Ethics Commission. We have to appoint 
two individuals. There are vacancies. If 
you remember, we have to send over, 
basically, 16 names. So, I need two names 
from each Coundlmember, which will be 
forwarded to the Mayor. These would be 
nominees to the Ethics Commission. Mr. 
Cohen has already supplied his two names. 
I would like to do this by next Friday, if it 
is possible. I have been laxed and not 
getting this done. If you could please 
forward me two names of volunteers who 
would like to serve on the Commission. 
All of those names will be forwarded to 
the Mayor, who I believe draws from those 
applicant lists. So, I would like to do that, 
and I will send you a formal notice. 

Any other matters to be brought 
before the body, other than wishing the 
Steelers well on Sunday? Any thing else? 

We need a motion to approve the 
Minutes. 

MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, December 27, 1994 
and Wednesday, January 4,1995. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 


MR- ONORATO seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

And on the motion of MR. COHEN 

Council adjourned. 


And we need a motion to adjourn. 
Mr. Cohen: 


So moved. 


(MESSRS. HEKTZBERG & FEKLO'S 0*05005 CN RTT.T. NO. 1456) 
(Thursday, January 5, 1995) 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

1 canraend Coundlwaman McDonald and Councilman 
O'Connor far this hill. I really believe it is 
necessary to take a closer look at this provision of the 
City Charter. 

It is clear that what h ap pened with the initial 
Hone Rule Charter is they envisioned the at-large 
systsn. Under the at-large systan, you, of course, had 
representation of all areas of the city when you a 
vacancy. That has changed now with the elections by 
district, so that when you have a vacancy in a district, 
you basically can be viewed as unr e pr e se nted, although 
we are all supposed to be representing the entire city 
and we legislate far the entire city, we are elected by 
district. So I am not saying that we n ee d to change 
this or not, I am really not sure, but I think it 
certainly needs to be re-evaluated now that we have a 
district election system. 

The other pro vi sion in here also that we have 
run into sane problems with is when exactly etoes the 
vacancy occ u r? The section doesn't really address that. 

I think we had sane question over does the City Clerk 
cer tify it vacant, and you know, you lave a bunch of 
discretion there: When do you certify it vacant? That 
might also be addressed by this Ganmission. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I am voting in favor of this bill and I s up p ort, 
its intent. The hill attempts to begin to look at and 
try to create a forum independent of the‘kind of 
politics of this Council being an elected bocfy. I think 
we have seen in the past where I had prop o sed at one 
point in relation to the Council District 9 seat that we 
move quickly far a demo cra tic election, and that was 
viewed as being in s u ppo rt of a particular candidate or ' 
one problen after another. I think we need to get 
beyond that and move forward. So I support the notion 
of haying an independent board be c o nvened by this 
Council to irake same recamendations. 






I would ask — although it is not specifically 
stated and I don't know that we need to amend this, 
maybe it can be presumed — that the cannission needs to 
look at not only the Hone Rule Charter, the sp e c ific 
section that we are talking about, but we also need to 
be aware of what the actual enabling legislation and the 
state law permits right now. Because I still believe 
that seme of what is intended here may take an act of 
the Legislature in relation to the Enabling Act far Heine 
Rule as it relates to the filling of a vacancy in a city 
like the City of Pittsburgh. I would ask that although 
it is not specifically stated, b e cau se it says, ’The 
board will c e un ence its review of the Hone Rule 
Charter," I think implied in that or saybe we want to 
make it clear ttert also we need to review what the state 
law and state acts are and maybe that the c ann i s sion 
needs to make a XRXitumtat i cn regarding axy a me n d m e nt s 
to state statutes regarding this issue. 

Having said that and voting in f avo r of this, I 
still have mimed emotions. 1 am going back now over a 
very long period in the city as a c cm n u nity activist and 
also for the last seven years as an elected 
Councilmenber initially winning at large, not having 
been e ndorse d, at least the first two times I ran, got 
the endorsement the third time, and then winning twice 
by district. Ity mixed emotions are — and it has to do 
with the politics of hv people end up getting to this 
seat — I think what is bad is depending, unfortunately, 
on the death of the Cou ncilme nber or the absence or 
vacancy of the Councilmsrber due to illness, if it is 
close enough to a particular election, it is a two or 
three month period, depending on the timing of that 
tragedy or the ccnmencement of an illness that takes one 
out of the body here, it could be five or six months. I 
think that is part of the problem. The mixed conc er n I 
have is that depending on what we do in attenpting to 
try to what we consider solving a problem, I am worried 
that we may also create another problem, and X guess I 
am also personally espousing an opposition to, far 
instance, a Mayoral appointment or a councilmanic 
majority ap pointment to an elected seat. X really think 
ultimately it is a burden to have the district be 
unrepresented for a period of time, but at the same time 
I think something worse could happen, and that is 
somebody gets the appointment or the seat, and that 
person is not necessarily democratically appointed or 
r epresentative of the Council district. And we have 
seen that happen in the past. X am just saying there is 
a double edged svrord here, where we nay, in an att empt 
to sincerely want to address a problem, vre nay also sort 
of lock in based on the politics and the ap pointment of 



just a few, be it the Mayor or be it this Council body, 
and that sort of in a way to me is anti-democratic, 
ioecause in a way ve am giving the per so n kind of the 
head start, if you will, and I think in a way that is 
anti-democratic in terms of ev ery bod y having a ftrtT and 
level playing field who legitimately wants to be a 
candidate. 

The reason why I worked hard and supported 
district Council elections was that I wanted to increase 
the threshold of participation, so if somebod y didn't 
have n e c essarily the party endor s ement or wasn't able to 
raise $35,000.00, if they vrere well-known, an activist 
and had stature in their ccnnunity, they would be a 
viable candidate. I don't want that undone by either an 
appoinbnent process by a majority of Council or the 
Mayor appointing somebody who in the end does not fin 
that bill. Maybe I am not clearly stating ny concern. 

So I am saying I am s up p ort ing this. In the 
end I lock forward to the lively debate and discussion. 

I just want to caution this Council in moving to want to 
try to resolve a problem, we also may, in ef fe ct, either 
inadvertently or in s up p ort ing it, create a situation 
where we are cping to end up being anti-democratic in 
terms of all people being able to have a level playing 
field to get here to the election pro cess. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Berio: 

It is like when I wanted to expedite the 9 
election: Everybody came down here who was a candidate 
with their ten friends to yell at Jinny Ferlo. So in a 
way they viewed that as being anti-democratic. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Just one other point. I am asking for 
a nEnrtnen ts so long as w are understanding that they are 
looking at state law. Secondly, I do think in the 
spirit of the previous coimussion that this Council 
created on the actual Council district ling*s where we 
invited the republican party as the minority party to 
have a representative, I do think either by y* «c»n i or * 
by agreement here at the table that we should have 
minority party representatives as one of the four at 
large- I don't know if you have any objection to that? 










Ms. McDonald: 


No, I don't. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

We can put that in. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I would like to amend the bill to make sure 
that the section that says the board, when they meet, 
canmence their review of the charter and applicable 
state laws. Also, I would like to amen d the bill to say- 
one of the four would be minority party r e pr e s entative, 
if there is no objection by the sponsors. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I am saying right now state law dictates, as 
Mr. Hertzberg talked about, when the seat will be 
vacated, what the proce s s is, the timing of the City 
Clerk notifying elections. Right now the state law 
dictates to the Commissioners and the Board of 
Carmissioners election procedures as to how the seat 
will be filled, and they have always ruled that it is 
the next available election. So I am saying in looking 
solely at this narrow issue of the vacancy, they also 
need to research whatever the state statutes are, 
because the r ep ort back to Council may not be as easy as 
just suggesting a Bane Rule Charter change and may be 
something that w need a legislative action at the state 
level. 


(END OF REMARKS.) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Stenotype Reporter 



(MR. COHEN'S COMMENTS ON BEX NO. 1453) 
(Wednesday, January 5 f 1995) 


Mr. Cohen: 


Elis is a bill that refers to four channels 
that Td has put on its expanded basic lirwanp and is 
charging the customer $1.05 for those channels. Those 
four channels are the Travel Channel, an International 
Channel which has progranming fran mostly co untri es such 
as China, Vietnam, Cambodia, et cetera, in the Asian 
rim, the Mind Extension University and Prime Sports 
Showcase, which apparently has sports shows and Spanish 
language sports. 


What I am asking Council to do is to direct the 
Head of our Cable Bureau, Deborah Miskovich, to file a 
complaint with the Federal Ccrmunications Commission 
about this matter. The reason is that my view is that 
TCI is doing this for the sole p ur po s e of gouging the 
consumer. The problsn is that the consumer does not 
have a choice. Now, there may well be people in 
Pittsburgh who would want one or more of these channels. 
If so, they should be alleged to request it and pay for 
it. But what is happening here is that these four 
channels are being fo rce d down their throats and they 
are being required to pay for it without having a 
choice. For that reason, I think that we should file a 
ccuplaint with the FCC. 

Now, a n u m be r of people that I have talked to 
have disagreements over whether or not this is legal. 

Let me say up front that the FCC does allow cable 
conpanies to add channels. My problem with this is not 
only do customers not have a choice, but also Td nay 
well cwn these channels. I can tell you — and I want 
to thank Deborah Miskovich, and she is here to speak to 
any qu e stions — but I can tell you right now that Td 
does own at least one of these channels, and that is 
called the Prime Sports Channel, farm the research that 
we have done. The problem there is p re tty obvious: TCI 
gets to charge the consumer a double markup. In other 
vrards, if they own — they cwn, they do — Prime Sports, 
Prime Sports produces that p r og ram owned by Td, they 
charge a markup to Td, who then charges an additional 
markup to the consumer. So it is the same company that 
is charging a double narkup to the consumer. That is 
another problem that I have with*this. The same is 
true, of course, of other stations on the expanded basic 
lineup, like KHL, TCI cwns KEL, as vrell, which raises a 
whole other issue as to whether or not we should be 
paying for KHL when there is a baseball strike at the 



moment. But I will leave that aside for another time. 

For those reasons I would ask Council to 
ap pro v e this authority to the head of the Cable Bureau 
to file a complaint. We have two other caiplaints with 
the FOC for other increases in expanded basic. What X 
have asked our attorney, David Warmser, to do is tie 
these carpi flints together/ consolidate than and seek an 
expedited hearing before the Federal Ccnnunications 
C oimis sion for the past two increases in expanded basic, 
as well as this addition of channels. 

I ap preciate Council's support in the past for 
pitting pressure on TCI to be more responsive to the 
consumer. I think that is what will occur h er e, too, if 
vre appro v e this bill. 

Let's get before the FOC, us ver s u s TCI, and ■ 
let's make an argument o ve r what is reasonable and what 
is not reasonable. 

We don't have direct authority over the 
expanded basic rate, all we can do is file a ccnplaint 
with the FGC. I .say since we were one of the first 
cities in the co untry to regulate TCI to begin with, 
let's be one of the first cities in the co untry to get 
before that court of law, if you will, and say these 
rates are unreasorably high and adding these four 
channels without giving customers a choice is w r ong and 
should be rolled back with a refund to the customers. 

(Deleted text.) 


Mr. Cohen: 

Beyond being the head of General Services and 
the head of our Cable Bureau, is also an attorne y . 

Before I ask Deborah to speak to this, let roe 
say this: The FOC has not locked at this particular 
a d dition of channels and said that it is legal, but the 
FCC does allow the addition of channels. HSy ccnplaint 
is, is this within that rule? And secondly, are they 
allowed to do that, given that they own at least one of 
these channels. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Cohen: 

I appreciate the Director's words. I am not 
going to back off fran the words that I used in this 



legislation, which is it is a ccsnplaint, we are 
complaining against TCI, and it is a challenge to this 
rate increase. I ap p re ciate your questions, though. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Perpetrate. 

Mr. Cohen: 


"Perpe tr ate" is the word that I used, yes. It 
is not a frivolous complaint at all, because we are 
asking — first we are ccnplaining to say that they 
shouldn't have a right to add these four channels 
without giving the consumers a choice. If the FCC finds 
that is legal, then secondly, they shouldn't have a 
right to add these four channels without giving 
consumers a choice when they own at least one of those 
channels. And third, let's say the FCC says that is 
legal, then the third is I think the ICC rules stink, 
really. If they say Td is allowed to add any channel 
they want that they own and make the customer pay for 
it — I will take something that sounds ridiculous just 
for the purposes of this argument. Let's say TCI — and 
vre have r epresentatives fran TCI here in the audience — 
let's say TCI wanted to put a pr og ram on called "Our 
Employees, Their Biographies" and have a little 
docu-drama on each employee of Td, okay? My guess is 
there aren't many citizens in Pittsburgh who would want 
to see that program. Okay? Are they allowed to put a 
program like that on and charge the consumer when, in 
fact, they have no interest in it? Or a pr o gram , you 
knew, "Dirt, A History." Should they be allowed to put 
a program like that on and force that down our throats? 
No. 

So if, in fact, the FCC finds they are allowed 
to do this, then this at least will get us into court to 
even challenge the FCC's own rules. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I think that is what I was trying to find out, 
Mr. Cohen. It is not that I disagree with you filing 
the challenge, it is whether this is directed at, and 
from what your response was, the FCC and not TCI. 

Mr. Cohen: 

It is both. TCI first and if they say it is 
legal, then the FCC. 






legal to add stations that you own, because I think that 
makes it doubly unfair to the consumer. 

But to answer your question, the PCC does allow 
you to add the channels, and then there is a cap on how 
many you can add. 


hr. Cohen: 


hr. Wonnser was hired to get us through the 
initial regulation stage. I think e v er y bo dy here agrees 
that was necessary, and to p roduce the report. I agree 
with you that now that that is done, I think that his 
consulting agreement should be canpleted, as well. 

On this issue, just so you know, I had one 
five-mirait^-at-the-most phone call about this. 

hr. Ferlo: 

You stated something earlier, hr. Cohen, when 
you first started speaking about hr. Wonnser would be 
co ntr ac t or, something you said in the beginning 
indicated hr. Wonnser will continue to work on this 
issue now. 


hr. Cohen: 


What i said was I asked him whether we could 
consolidate these three cases and try to get an 
expedited hearing before the PCC. It is this Council's 
decision whether or not our in-house counsel can do that 
or whether we should continue having hr. Wonnser do 
that. I think you are raising a good issue and we 
should discuss as to whether or not he should do that. 

Just on the one thing, on the question of him 
ccrning to this Council for the preliminary vote on the 
entire regulatory decision that made, I take the 
blame for that, if there is blame to be taken. I think 
it was the right decision, because I can't predict what 
Council m acber s will have what questions. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Cohen: 

On the Cable Advisory board, TCI did not — as * 
far as I knew, unless I am wrong, unless you tell me 
here today — Id did not cane to the Cable Advisory 
board to tell than of this plan to add four channels and 
charge $1.05 for them. We were given exactly two days' 


legal to add stations that you cwn, because I think that 
nakes it doubly unfair to the consumer. 

But to answer your question, the FCC does allow 
you to add the channels, and then there is a cap on how 
marry you can add. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. Wormser was hired to get us through the 
initial regulation stage. I think ever y body here agre e s 
that was necessary, and to prod u ce the r ep ort . I agree 
with you that ncv that that is done, I think that his 
consulting agreement should be ccnpleted, as well. 

On this issue, just so you know, I had one 
five-minute-at-the-most phone call about this. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

You stated something earlier, Mr. Cohen, when 
you first started speaking about Mr. Wormser would be 
contractor, something you said in the beginning 
indicated Mr. Wannser will continue to work on this 
issue now. 


Mr. Cohen: 


What I said was I asked him whether we could 
consolidate these three cases and try to get an 
exp ed i t ed hearing before the FCC. It is this Council's 
decision whether or not our in-house counsel do that 
or whether should continue having Mr. Woconser do 
that. I think you are raising a good issue and we 
should discuss as to whether or not he should do that. 

Just on the one thing, on the question of him 
c an ing to this Council far the preliminary vote on the 
entire regul a tor y decision that we made, I take the 
blane far that, if there is blame to be taken. I think 
it was the right decision, because I can't predict what 
Councilrasnbers will have what questions. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Cohen: 

On the Cable Advisory board, TCI did not — as * 
far as I knew, unless I am wrong, unless you tell me 
here today — Td did not core to the Cable Advisory 
board to tell them of this plan to add four channels and 
charge $1.05 for them. We vrace given exactly two days' 






notice. They didn't cane to us and say, "Hey, we are 
thinking about doing this. What do you think?" So I 
think this is the appropri ate action. 

Secondly, we have made an o v ert u re to TCI 
regarding these four channels. It rosy be a stronger 
overtu re than sane people would like to see, but Council 
yesterday voted to send a letter to Td asking than for 
a description of the programing for these four 
channels, what cons u mer danand there was for any of 
these four channels and whether they had an ownership 
interest. Once we get their response from that, I think 
that will be a good en tr ee for us to try to get than to 
take these four channels off. 

Dan, if you this is wrong what they did, then 
please support bill. 


OF HQffiRKS.) 

Transcri bed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Stenot y pe Repor t er 
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IJRESENT: 


We are very pleased and honored 
this morning to have .a young man his 
name is Matthew Crowley. Matthew, if 
you would like to come forward. His mom 
is here, Mary. He is a 3rd Grader at 
Grandview School, and he is in 
Cou ncilman Ricriardi’s district, and he is 
going to lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Matthew. 

Matthew Crowley; 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
Justice for all. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 


The Chain 


The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you, Matthew. 
The Clerk would like to give you the flag 
of our City and the flag of our Nation. I 
want to t hank you and your mom for 
coming down here today, also, very much 


Good morning, everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 


Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you please 
remain s t an d ing for a moment of sileni 
prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

I believe we have one Read and 
Adopted to be read into the record. 
Coundlwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 


Mr. President. 











The Chain 


Jr., alive throughout each and every 


Thank you, Ms. McDonald. 

ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1479 WHEREAS, Hand In 
Hand, Inc., is a n on profit organization 
working in the tradition of Dr. martin 
Luther King, Jr., to promote peace among 
people of all races; and, 

WHEREAS, Hand In Hand Inc., is 
an organization which awards scholarships 
to interracial groups of high school 
students throughout the county who have 
kept the goals of Dr. Martin TjitW King, 
Jr.; and, 

WHEREAS, on Monday, January 
16, 1995, Hand In Hand, Inc., will host a 
luncheon at the Wilkinsburg Holiday Inn to 
honor the following persons for their 
ongoing commitment to the community: 
Dr Ear! Belle Smith, Professor Surgery, 
University of Pittsburgh; Phillip M. Pappas, 
Executive Director, Community Human 
Services, Inc.,; James Henry, Executive 
Director, Hill House Association; and 
Rollin “Sissy” Ibrahim, Port Authority bus 
Driver whose heroic efforts saved the lives 
of several occupants in a Shadyside fire on 
October 2, 1994; and, 

WHEREAS, it is with g ratit ude and 
appreciation that the City acknowledges 
Alfreda Tyson for her true dedication and 
commitment to Hand In Hand, Inc. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates the 1995 Hand 
In Hand honorees for their contributions to 
keep the dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, 


MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Under Presentation of Papers 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1480 Resolution adopting 
Official Sewage Facilities Plan for The 
University of Pittsburgh MPAC Building, 
located on Forbes Avenue, Bouquet Street, 
Sennot Street and Oakland Avenue, 
located in the 4th Ward of foe City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Also, 

No. 1481 Resolution adopting 
Official Sewage Facilities Plan for the East 
Liberty Supportive Housing Project, 
located on foe Southwest Comer at the 
intersection of East Liberty Boulevard and 
North Negley Avenue in the 11th Ward of 
the City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were read and ref erred to the 
Committee on Engineering anH 
Construction. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 1482 Resolution providing for 
a lease or leases and/or license or License 
Agree m ents with the Salvation Army for 
the use of the facility located at 1821 
Broadhead-Fording Road, Pittsburgh, PA 



15205, as a Recreation Center. The total 
cost shall not exceed Sixteen Thousand 
One Hundred Seventy Dollars, 
($16,170.00) Dollars, payable from Code 
Account 1801, Miscellaneous Services, in 
the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks, Recreation »nH 
Youth Policy. 

Also, 

No. 1483 Resolution transferring 
the amount of $343,374.00 from Code 
Account 1845, Senior Citizen Program, 
Parks and Recreation, to Code Account 
SCPTF, Senior Citizens Progr a m Trust 
Fund, in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 

Also, 

No. 1484 Resolution providing for 
a lease or leases and/or license Agreements 
for the use of certain property for Senior 
Citizen Facilities and/or Management 
Agreements for the provision of «*nri*r 
services to Senior Citizens in an ^rnr^ mt 
not to exceed $184,674.00, chargeable to 
and payable from (SCPTF), Senior Citizen 
Program Trust Fund. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks, Recreation and 
Youth Policy. 

Also, 

No. 1485 Resolution transferring 
the amount of $7,000.00 from Code 
Account 1001-2, 


(District 2), Salaries & Wages, As Needed, 
City Council, to Code Account 1001-1, 
Miscellaneous Services, City Council.— 
(SPONSORED BY ALAN 
HERTZBERG) 

Which was read and referr e d to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1486 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with the Pittsburgh 
Cultural Trust for use of the first floor area 
of 707 Peon Avenue as a C ommunity 
Oriented Police Station, at a cost to the 
City except for the cost of repairs which 
include $2935.44 for labor and $2920 for 
materials. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on l a n d s, Buildings and 
Procurement 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to ^spend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the day 

following the meeting in which the bill was 
introduced so the bill will be on the agenda 
this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1487 Resolution that the 
Mayor and the City Controller are hereby 
authorized to enter into an agreement with 
Dickie, McCamey, Chilcote, P.C., for 
professional legal services for the City 
Controller in the amount not to exceed 
$80,000.00, chargeable and payable from 






Code Account 1048, Miscellaneous 
Services, Department of City Controller. 

Also, 

No. 1488 Resolution providing for 
the filing of a petition or petitions for the 
sale of certain property or properties, 
acquired at tax sales in accordance with 
Act No. 171 of 1984, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 

Also, 

No. 1489 Resolution providing for 
the iss u anc e of a $5,500.00 warrant in 
favor of Eileen Mroz for property Hamaop 
due to sewer backup, charging sam** to 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1490 Resolution providing for 
the iss u an ce of a $1,200.00 w ar r ant in 
favor of Harvey 1- Zeve for sidewalk 
damage, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1491 Resolution providing for 
the i ssua n ce of a $852.98 warrant in favor 
of Duquesne Light Co. for property 
damage, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1492 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $32,000.00 warrant in 
favor of M.J. Redden for auto Hamao** artfj 
lost profits involving an accident with a 
City refuse truck, charging same to Code 
Account No. 46, Judgments. 


Also, 

No. 1493 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $1,558.39 warrant in 
favor of Robin A Gibson for auto damage 
by a City fire vehicle, charging same to 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1494 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $850.00 warr ant in favor 
of Union Baptist Church for tree roots 
damage, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments. 

Which were severally read and referred to 



MR. RICOARDI PRESENTED 


No. 1495 Resolution granting unto 
George W. Lapp, 804 Elkton Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15220, his 
successors and assigns an encroachment to 
construct, maintain and use at his own cost 
and expense, a fence on a portion of the 
right-of-way along Paula Way in the 20th 
Ward, 2nd Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Also, 

No. 1496 Resolution granting im tn 
Carlos Vazquez, Jr., 6356 Burchfield 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15217, 
his successors and assigns the privilege 
and license to construct, maintain anH use 
at his own cost and expense, a fence on a 
portion of the right-of-way of Ibsen Way in 
the 14th Ward, 5th Council District of the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

Also, 


No. 1497 Resolution g raining unto 
Martin T. Hky, 2825 Kenilworth Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15226, his 
successors and assigns, an encroachment to 
construct, maintain and use at his own cost 
and expense, an off-street parking area on 
a portion of the right-of-way of Kenilworth 
Street in the 19th Ward, 4th Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Public Works, 
Environmental Services and Water. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1498 An Ordinance amgnHmg 
the Pittsburgh Code, Tide Nine, Zoning, 
District Map Nos. 7 and 8, by changing 
from “Rl” One-Family Residence District 
to “AP” Residential/Commercial Planned 
Unit Development District certain property 
having 100 feet of frontage on the 
northerly side of McKinney Lane east of 
the City of Pittsburgh and Greentree 
Borough Municipal Boundary line 20th 
Ward. (COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 2) 

Also, 

No. 1499 Resolution providing for 
the implementation of a Residential 
Parking Permit program (RPPP) Area T 
in the Crawford-Roberts community 
pursuant to Pittsburgh Code, Chapter 549. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning & Land 
Use. 

Also, 

No 1500 Communication from 
Jacqueline Morrow, City Solicitor, 
submitting the quarterly report of the 


settlement of small claims and lawsuits for 
die fourth quarter of 1994, payable from 
Code Account No. 1081, Petty Claims, and 
46 Judgments. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

On the third reading, in relation to 
the report from the Solicitor on Claims, we 
need a motion to receive and file. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded 
AD in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

The report is so filed. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS ' 


The Chain 

Under Unfinished Business. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1472 Resolution appointing 
Margaret Ringel Baker, 137 Grandview 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15211, to the 
Minority and Womens Enterprise Review 







Committee, for a term to expire April 30, 
1996. 

Which was read. 

Also, 

No 1473 Resolution a pp o int i ng 
James R Overton, 726 Bocyrus Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220, to the Minority and 
Womens Enterprise Review Committee, 
for a term to expire April 30, 1996. 

Which was read. 

Also, 

No. 1474 Resolution appointing 
Yvonne Cook, 7355 Mt. Vernon Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15208, to the Minority and 
Womens Enterprise Review Committee, 
for a term to expire April 30, 1998. 

Which was read. 

Also. 

No 1475 Resolution appointing 
Estelia W Smith, 1625 Centre Avenue, 
Apt 202, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, to the 
Minority and Womens Enterprise Review 
Committee, for a term to expire April 30 
1998 

Which was read. 

Also, 

No 1476 Resolution appointing 
Marsha Ann Tongel, 418 Evandale Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212, to the Minority and 
Womens Enterprise Review Committee, 
for a term to expire April 30, 1998. 


The Chain 

We interviewed most of thp^> 
individual appointees last week. What is 
the pleasure of the body? Any discussion? 
If not, roll call vote on the appointments to 
the MBE/WBE Committee. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council being indie affirmative, the 
appointment of Margaret Ringel Baker, 
Ja mes R. Overton, Yvonne Cook, 

W. Smith and Marsha Ann Tongel were 
approved. 

The Chain 

The appointments are confirmed. 
Congratulations. They are an exemplary 
group. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chair: 

At this time we will move to 
Reports of Committees. Committee on 
Finance and the Budget. Mr. Onorato. 


Which was read. 




Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bin No. 1501 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for January 11,1995. 

Which was read, received and filed. 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzbexg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricctardi 
Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. RICCTARDI PRESENTED 

Bin No. 1502 


Also, with an affirmativ e recommendation. 
Bill No. 1458 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the authorization to transfer 
$55,000.00 from Code Account 46, Hrr 
Code 004606, Judgments, to Code 
Account 1102, Index 110205, Salaries and 
Wages, City Planning.’’ 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading anrf 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bfll is now ready 
for fin a l action. AD in favor of the passage 
of the biU win vote “aye” when their names 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk wfll caD the roU. 

The ayes and noes were talc**) 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
January 11, 1995, transmitting one 

resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

BiU No. 1420 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor and the Director of 
Water Department to execute a 
Cooperation Agreement and amendments 
thereto with the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority to provide for the 
creation of a fully operating Authority.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bin? Mr. Ricciardi. 








Mr. Ricriardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
Colleagues, at this time I would fike to 
make an amendment to Bill 1420, which 
should be before you, authorizing 'the 
Mayor to execute a Cooperation 
Agreement with the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority. The amendment will be 
No. 6, and it reads: The incorporation of 
all the provisions of Resolution No. 15 of 
1995, adopted by the Board of the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority on 
January the 13th of 1995. 

1 would like to move for a 
discussion. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Discussion. Mr. Ricdardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
Colleagues, we have had much discussion 
on this resolution and the Cooperation 
Agreement allowing the Mayor to enter 
into an operating Authority — a 
Cooperation Agreement with the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority. At 
that time our Council President moved on 
a host of amendments, some which that the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority did 
cany out formally and o fficially through 
the Sunshine Law and others rial we did 
informally by only policy, but two others 


that the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority did not do, which is incorporated 
in the Resolution No. 15 of 1995. 

At this time I would like to read 
what the resolution is and h should be right 
before you. "We w31 advertise all regular 
meetings and meeting agendas at least ten 
days prior to the regular meeting.” In the 
past we did advertise all regular meetings, 
however, we did not advertise the agenda. 
The agenda now will be advertised. 

"In addition to its regular Tnagtmg 
notices, the Authority shall advertise those 
mrcting s that which official action is to be 
ta ken with regard to rate hakes, or bond 
issues.” At that time, if there was going to 
be a rate hike, we did release h to the 
media, we did not advertise it It now will 
be advertised. And in the past we did not 
advertise bond issues, and I thmlr Pra ^n] 
President Jim Ferio is correct, that those 
should be also advertised because naturally 
they are interrelated and they directly 
correlate with rate increases. 

Number three, "Notify each 
customer the right to be heard at Authority 
meetings and the procedure for bong 
placed on the agenda for the opportunity to ■ 
be heard on any matter before the Board, 
including but not limited to rate hikes and 
capital borrowing ” In the past everyone 
has had an opportunity and a right to come 
before the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority but they were never directly 
contacted and informed of this right; they 
will be through a mailing to all rate payers 
throughout the City of Pittsburgh. 

Number four, “Notify customers of 
the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
of the ava ilab il it y of the Annual Report «nri 
provide a copy upon request. A copy will 


continue to be filed with the City Clerk’s 
Office.” The Annual Report was always 
available but, once a gain no one was really 
contacted and inform ed of that and it is 
another good amendment put forth that the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority has 
accepted. Again, I thank Mr. Ferio for that 
idea. 

And, number five, “Adopt and 
adhere to a Customer Bill of Rights and 
Responsibilities” Responsibility to pay 
your bill. “Written copies of which shall be 
disseminated to all rate payers by the 
Authority.” This is something that the 
Authority does not have currently. We do 
not have a Customer Bill of Rights and 
Responsibility. It is presently being drafted 
and we are looking at other authorities and 
other models. This is definitely something 
new 

And, I realize Councilman 
President Ferio, in all likelihood, will still 
continue to vote against this resolution — 

The Chair: 

That’s true. 

Mr. Ricdardi; 

— but it is an amendment, it is a 
good amendment; it is one that has been 
accepted by the Water and Sewer 
Authority. 

I am not going to take up the time 
to read all the “Whereases”, but if you take 
your time and you read all of them, you 
will see that the other concerns of Mr. 
Ferio and others are already incorporated, 
and also please keep in mind that the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority is 
subject to audit by the Controller of the 


City of Pittsburgh. We have been audited 
in the past, and unlike other departments, 
we have taken that audit very seriously and 
we have made a ppropri ate change And, 
on that note, I would like to thank the City 
Controller, Tom Flaherty, for his ideas in 
the past. 

The reason I would like to make an 
amendment and make it part of the 
resolution is, we have always talked about 
that when we pass laws, pass resolutions, 
we should not do ft for the current 
personalities, and that is, that I am very 
comfortable and secure that the current 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
Board would not repeal Resolution No. 15, 
however, in the future we do not really 
know who the members are going to be. 
And, that is the reason I believe ft should 
become law and part of the resolution. 

Hopefully, with these amendments 
this bill will pass; ft did have seven solid 
votes in the past I thank you for that 
support This whole process has been a 
very difficult one and a growing one 
because, obviously, when you make 
c h a ng es in City Government, when you try 
to streamline, when you try to re-invent 
City Government, ft is very difficult 
change is very difficult, but this is one to 
the better. 

I realize I am not talking about the 
amendment, but I would like to say ft right 
now. I think the changes we have made 
are for nuts and bolts; that is, the running 
of the Authority and the running of the 
Water Department, does not deal with 
policy. As matter of feet, the Cooperation 
Agreement makes that very clear. I think 
we are going to have a better ran 
Authority. I think we are going to be able 
to deliver services much better and ft has 






already been demonstrated, and that is that, 
in order to — we are e liminating 
redundancy, we are e lim in ati ng duplication 
of services, and in older to show that, and 
as you know it is fait accompli, we have 
already merged. We were able to take an 
engineer, a proven Administrator, such as 
John Hanna, other people were able to take 
on his work, and we were able to put him 
out to the plant and see if we could 
upgrade the plant and also the production 
out there in order to sell water. And, that 
is what we are trying to do. We are really 
trying to eliminate redundancy. We are 
trying to put the decision making under 
one roof; that is, the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority, under the direction of 
Mr. Glenn Cannon, who is the Executive 
Director, and the Director of 
A dministrati on and the Controller, 
someone I am very proud to work with, 
and that is Mr. Jerry O’Brien, who is with 
us today. 

And, Mr. O’Brien, I would like to 
thank you for all your hard work with the 
Authority, and I look forward to a 
continued relationship with you. 

Colleagues, thank you for your 
initial support. Hopefully you will support 
the amendment and support the bill. Thank 
you, Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Ricdardi. On the 
amendments. Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you, Mr. President. First of 
all, I would like to thank Mr. Ricdardi for 
the work that was put into this amwirimwir 
As Mr. Ricdardi knows, I was prepared to 


make a few amendmentg of my own at our 
last meeting in regards to public input 

As I st a t ed before, I was never 
against the transfer of the Water 
Department to the Water and Sewer 
Authority, but I did want to see more 
public input. 

One of my amendments was exactly 
that of — that they would advertise the 
agenda, at least ten' days prior to the 
meeting I see that is part of this 
resolution. The other one was that they 
would abide by the PUC rules. And, I 
t hink that there is a good compromise here 
cm adopting and adhgrip g to the 
Customer’s Bill of Rights and 
Responsibilities. 

As I said before, the only thing that 
I was upset not to see in the Cooperation 
Agreement and now that we are seeing in 
this resolution, is public input. And, I 
would like to thank Director Cannon and 
Mr. Ricdardi and all of the Board 
Members for their help with adding these 
amendments to the Cooperation 
Agreement 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. Any other 
d is c us s i on on the amendments? Mr. 
Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I also 
want to commend Councilman Ricdardi on 
all of his hard Work for this hill and alcn 
you, Mr. President, for putting forth 
amendments which have now been 
incorporated by the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority. I think that they are 


good amendments; they are good 
government amendments and with these 
amendments, this is a good move and one 
that I t hink will make the whole operation 
more efficient So, thanks to Councilman 
Ricdardi, who sits on the Pittsburgh Water 
and Sewer Authority Board, for his 
leadership on this issue. 


The Chain 

Any other comments on the 
a mendm ents? Roll call vote on the 
amendment to the resolution. 

The ayes and noes were takep 
agreeably to law, and were: 


The Chain 


Ayes: 


Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I just want to follow-up. I think we 
have covered everything, Mr. Ricdardi, on 
these amendments Was this voted on 
Friday’s meeting, at Friday’s Board 
Meeting? 

Mr. Ricdardi: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the bill 
was amended. 


Yes. It was a co nsensus and the 
vote was 7 to zero. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

So, everybody has agreed to all 
your amendments? 


The Chain 

BID 1420 is amended. Any other 
further discussion on the bill itself? Mr. 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 


Mr. Ricdardi: 

Correct 
Mr. O’Connon 

I will support it, and I want to 
thank you for all your hard work on this 
issue. 


Yes, just on the bill, Mr. President. 
Obviously, I am in support of it; I have 
been in support of this transfer from the 
hymning. I truly believe that this wifl stop 
the cash cow draining of an Authority that 
was in place over the last several years 
because of the reimbursement policy that 
was in effect and the lack of the ability of 
the Authority to be independent and to 
really review the requested amount to be 
reimbursed. Now they are going to be an 
operating entity, or at least closer to it than 
they were. We can hold the Board 
accountable for their own actions, and they 











can look at their own profit and loss 
sheets, winch I think was very difficult 
before this transfer. 

I also am confident that there is still 
control involved here, albeit, not the direct 
control of Council, but with die 
appointment of the Board Members and 
the approval of Council, but also the City 
Controller having the ability to audit the 
books. The City Controller is an 
independent elected official, and many 
times at odds — not the personalities, but 
many times the office is at odds with die 
Mayor’s Office just because of die nature 
of the office bang the watchdog for the 
City and I think that is very healthy. 

But, overall, I think and die 
bottom line is, that the rate payers, which 
are our taxpayers, are going to be better 
off because I think less money will be spent 
and more accountability will be had with 
the transfer. 

The Chain 

Any other discussion? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their nances 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Ms. McDonald 

Mr. Cusick Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Ricciardi 


(MR. FERLO, PREST, VOTING NO) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chain 

Ms. McDonald, Committee on 
Housing, Economic Development and 
Promotion. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Ms. McDonald. 
ms. McDonald presented 

Bin No. 1503 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promodon for 
January 11, 1995, transmitting two 

resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

Bffl No. 1454 

A Resolution entided, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement with 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh providing for the designation of 
$6,500,000.00 in Research Grants in the 
NASA ROBOTICS ENGINEERING 
CONSORTIUM PROJECT as the local 
share for a grant applied for in an 
application for Strategy 21 Funds filed with 
the Pennsylvania Office of the Budget.” 


AYES 7 


NOES 1 



Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1455 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh to submit an 
application to the Pennsylvania Office of 
the Budget for a Grant of Strategy 21 
Funds in the amount of $6,500,000.00 for 
the NASA ROBOTICS ENGINEERING 
CONSORTIUM PROJECT” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

I would like my comments brought 
forward on the bills. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Any other discussion? Hearing 
none, the bills are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were tak^n 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 


Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. Ferio 

(Pres't) 

NOES none 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 


The Mis having received the legally 
required num ber of votes are passed 

finall y 

The Chain 

Mr. O’Connor, Committee on 
I « ands, Buildings and Procurement. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. O’Connor. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 
BUI No. 1504 

Report of the Committee on T .anHc 
Buildings and Procurement for January 11, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
Bffl No. 1465 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
or for the use of existing agreements for an 
Internship with a graduate student (s) for a 
period of one year from January 1, 1995 
until December 31, 1995, to perfoniJ 
various energy related services for the 
Department of Genera! Services 








providing for the payment of the cost 
thereof” 


MR. COHEN PRESENTED 


Which was read. 

The Qiair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bffl? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. AQ in favor of the 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk wiU caU the rolL 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricdardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The biU having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally 

The Chain 

Mr. Cohen, Committee on Public 
Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 


BiU No. 1505 

Report of the Committee on Public Safety 
Services for January 11, 1995, transmitting 
two resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

Bffl No. 1457 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the Chief of the 
Bureau of Building Inspection to perform 
a nn u al (or more frequent) unannounced 
inspections of ah Personal Care Homes; 
requesting written reports and corrective 
action; and requesting the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment to reject spedal exception 
re q u e sts for Personal Care Homes from 
individuals or any other form of ownership 
currently operating a Personal Care Ho m e 
with outstanding violations. (AS 
AMENDED)”—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
ONORATO) 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bffl No. 1464 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or Agreements 
with an Independent Contractor for the 
purchase of Pharmaceutical Services, 
Supplies and Medications necessary for the 
operations of the Bureau of Emergency 
Medical Services for a period of two years 
(1995 through 1996). The total amount 
shall not exceed Fifteen Thousand Dollars 
($15,000.00) annually and providing for 
the payment of the cost thereof.” 


Which was read 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bilk, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Mr. Onarato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

On B31 1457, there were some 
verbal amendments made last Wednesday, 
I would like to read them, they are in 
writing here on Page 2. They are 
underlined. Section 2*s Subsection small 
“d”, under “Forms”, we will have: 
“Standardized forms shall be developed by 
the Chief of BBI and approved by the 
Solicitor. These forms shall be used by the 
inspector during the Annual Unannounced 
Inspection and by Emergency Medical 
Services employees ” 

Below that small "e”, “Silent 
Complaint Forms”. And, I think this was 
offered by Mr. Cohen. “BBI inspector 
shall distribute Silent Complaint Forms to 
all the residents of the Personal Care 
Homes during their Annual Inspections” 

A new Section 3. “EMS 
employees shall report any suspected 
violations they observe while responding to 
medical emergency calls. EMS employees 
shall report all infor mation on the prepared 
forms discussed in Section 2(d) above ” 

And, they were all voted on 
verbally on Wednesday and now they are in 
writing in front of you. 

I would just like to comment on the 
bill. I appreciate the support last week. I 
am more convinced now than ever. Since 
last Wednesday I continue to get the rail* 


and letters into my office which, on one 
hand, makes me feel good, but on the other 
hand, it is kind of depre ssin g because every 
one of those cans and letters is another 
horror story from a relative that is in one of 
these homes and the lack of supervision 
and the quality of life that these people 
have to put up with. 

Many times individuals in there do ' 
not have a dose family relative that visits 
and they don’t even get visitors and they 
are left to be taken care of by a stranger, 
and it is a particular facility that is Ktynsrei 
by the State and we are putting all our trust 
in the State’s hands 

As 1 stated on Wednesday, this City 
has every right to send our inspectors to a 
particular home that the City Zoning Board 
gives Special Exception to, and if we don’t 
check it after the information that I found, 
then it should be “shame on us” for being 
r e presentati ves of the people and not 
taking it to the individuals that own these 
particular properties. 

As I stated last week, I do not care 
what die State licensing Department says, 
their inspections do not work currently. If 
they do not change their procedures , we 
w01 have the same problems that we have 
currently. And, I am not going to wait 
with the hope that the Mayor and thic body 
can just send a letter to the State and ask 
them to change their procedures and it’s 
going to happen overnight, I know better, I 
have been through it for several months. 
And, I am confident now that the residents 
of these Personal Care Homes and the 
neighborhoods where they are located will 
be better off because, one thing for sure, a 
lot of these owners are currently improving 
their properties because they know we are 
coming unannounced as soon as this bill is 






passed. And, I thank everyone for then- 
support 

The Chain 

Mr. Ricaardi. 

Mr.Ricdardi: 

Thank you. I think this is a good 
bill before us. I think the criticisEn in the 
past that it is an additional bureaucracy, is 
just wrong, and the reason for that is, this 
is not a regulatory bill but instead I thmk 
this is a bill of one that gives additional 
oversight, and it is really helping those that 
need help, those that are unprotected and 
the frail and the elderly, and I do not really 
see a problem with it at all. As a matter of 
foot, I think our men and women are 
professional enough to extend a hand of 
help and we should. 

So, I am in foil support of the bill. 
The Chain 

Thank you very much. Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I also 
want to commend the sponsor of thi< hill 
Councilman Dan Onorato. It is ironic, 
isn’t it, that the names of these homes is 
Personal Care Home, and what 
Councilman Onorato uncovered is that 
there are m a ny times where there is lack of 
care and sometimes even abuse of care, 
and I think Councilman Onoraxo’s step 
forward to solve this problem is a good 
one; I support it wholeheartedly 

I appreciate him incorporating one 
of my suggestions into the final form of a 


bill, and look forward to bearing back from 
the Head of the Bureau of Building 
Inspection as to what the results are of this 
bill. But, I do not consider it an added 
layer of bureaucracy, obviously, because 
there’s * as Councilman Riedardi pointed 
out, there are no personnel that are being 
’ added, but rather an additional duty, and i 
am glad that the Chief of the Bureau of 
Building Inspection said that he could 
handle that additional (forty. 

And, I think that this is an excellent 
bill and commend the sponsor for it. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Again, I questioned at first — I 
didn’t want to add the bureaucracy on to 
it, but I’ve already heard from some 
residents that people who were maybe 
borderiined are starting to i m p r ove their 
facilities. So, I thmk bringing the attention 
and the ad d ed watchdog will be an awt 
and especially help those who really need 
help the most. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. I would just 
like to point out, I thmk this bill is good. It 
is a reasonable bin and it is obviously very 
much needed. I want to compliment Mr. 
Onorato for introduction of fids bill and 
moving it quickly along the legislative 
process. 

I believe, at least in my 
neighborhood, and as I think I have 
experienced around the City, I thmk 


overwhelmingly, most of the Personal Care 
Homes are quality, affordable, d ram 
places for a lot of people to live, especially 
those who are most in need of this type of 
housing, and 1 thmk that without these 
homes here in the City we would be hard 
pressed to find housing options for a lot of 
people badly in need of both residential 
care, attendant care and various kinds of 
care and it’s health related. And so, the 
boarding homes, or the Personal Care 
Homes do provide an im p or tant service. 

Unfortunately, as Mr. Onorato 
pointed out, very eloquently, there are 
always going to be a few instances where 
they become Medicaid milk where these 
boarding homes are nothing more than 
absentee landlords who mampnl^ arid 
take advantage of the most frail in our 
society, of those most in need of housing 
and really take advantage of t hem from an 
economic point of view, and that is very 
unfortunate. 


actually really do a lot of the homework 
when it comes to spot inspections and 
t hings that Mr. Onorato pointed out. 

So, it gives us another mechanic™ 
of enforcement. And, again as 1 stressed 
the other day in Committee, just because 
we grant a Conditional Use, or a Special 
Exception, that is not a use by right and 
with that right comes a certain privilege, 
and to the extent that this bill can also act 
as another level ofenforcement, I applaud 
the initiative. 

Any other comments or discussion? 
Hearing none, the bills are now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bills will vote “aye” when their nanw*^ 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


So, I am an for this because it 
provides another level of an enforcement, 
even maybe greater to some extent, or at 
least equal to the licensure activities. You 
know it is one thing to have a State 
bureaucracy, and we got another 
Administration in Harrisburg now that I am 
sure is going to be even cutting back a lot 
of these enforcement activities in these 
various State Departments, including the 
State Department of Public Welfare, and 
that is eventually going to effect the 
effective licensure and enforcement. 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricriardi 
Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the legally 
required number of votes are passed 
finally. 


And, you know yourself; if you do 
not have quality people doing the 
inspections, we are talking about a big 
Stale, many counties, many types of 
homes, and it is just naive to think that just 
because the State grants a license, that they 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 







The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions. 
We have a post agenda immediately 
following this. I see the representatives of 
the Police Bureau, Chief Buford, Kathy 
Kraus, Public Safety. I also see 
representatives of the FOP and the retirees, 
the COP Lieut enant and others. 

Mr. Cohen, did you want to make 
any comments about the post agenda? 

Mr. Cohen: 

It will take place right after the 
meeting. That’s all. 

The Chain 

Any other matter to be brought 
under Motions and Resolutions? Mr. 
Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, thank you. One play 
ended the season for the Steders on 
Sunday, but we still need to commend 
them for their efforts of a wonderful 
season. In the past few weeks, they have 
been able to bring this City together for a 
common goal, to help re min d us what it is 
all about and that is coining together. We 
all have to work for a common goal of 
making Pittsburgh a better City. 

I would like to thank- the Steders 
for giving us a memorable season, and next 
year we’ll get the ring. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Very good. 


Mr. Onorato: 

It still hurts. 

The Chain 

It hurt us to see the “Bl itzburgh ” 
-sign come down on the front of the City- 
County Building. But, we’re saving that 
sign; it’s only down the hall in the storage 
room, and we’re sure it’s going to be back 
up there next year. But, they had one hell 
of a season, and I think we should 
commend 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I’ve been going to games for over 
20 years, a Season Ticket Holder, and I 
really think that the atmosphere of the City 
was very fantastic, and I think- it’s a step in 
the right direction, and next year will be 
our year. 

I took my son to the game, and we 
had one constellation, he caught an Extra 
Point Football. So, he’s pretty happy with 
that, but he’d still rather go to Miami. 

The Chain 

And we’ve always got the 
Penguins. So, we still got a shot there. 

Any other comments? We need a 
motion to approve the Minutes. 

MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes ofTuesday, January 10, 1995. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 


The Chain 


It has been moved and ^nnd^d 
All in favor? 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

We will immediately go into the 
post agenda. Thank you. 

And on the motion of MIL ONORATO 

Council adjourned. 






(HEGDanMS - HR. FERDO'S CCMENTS OX mix NO. 1454 AND 1455, 
WEDNESDAY, 1/11/95) 

Mr. Ferlo; 


I varrt to thank the Urban Redevelopment Authority and also 
the Lawrenceville Development C or p ora tion and also 
t^cesentatives fran the Ifetyar's Office. A lot of credit goes 
to Director Bixru to helping to resolve and move this project. 

Dus is a very e xc i t i n g development and it is in ny Council - 
district and it involves a major multi-year fureiing cannitnent 
fran other f ederal sources and this will provide a matching 
share and obligation of s upport that we n ee d in order to do the 
major c onstr uction activity of locating the facility at the site 
that is mentioned in this legislation and I want to thank 
Director Birru for really k eep i n g e verybody in tune and really 
working hard to bring this project to fruition. It has a 
trenendous opportunity and eaplqyment opportunities for-not only 
city residents but it really will put the City of Pittsburtfi on 
the map as it relates to what will be a whole sphere of 
m a n ufacturing and activity that may actually be created for tte 
next tar>, three and four decades in this country arc} that 
involves the more practical use of robotics since we think often 
times of robotics at CMU and the moon space walk and rhingc Q f 
tha t sort but Robbie the Robot and a few other things hut there 
are tremendous and ptracLi c al implementation that will h *rr »> n as 
a result of this ro b ot ics research from NASA that has the 

^ ^ fact there has already been ryipapjoe interested 

m l o ca ting in Iawrenceville or in the city neady this NASA 
Center that mil have a practical, for instance, farm nochinery 
caipaiy and I'm sure Director Birru can add to that so I wanted 
to thank him in pa r t ic ula r for really waricing hard on this and 
thank CMD and Dave Panes and a lot of otters also. 

Mr. Birru: 


Thank you. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE H R U S KA 
STUOTYPE REPORTER 
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this mo rning, Regina Pallotta, who is eight 

years old and goes to Concord Elementary 
School, and as you can hear, she is here 
with her sister Rebecca and their two 
parents, Richard and Rachel Pallotta. 
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Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, January 24,1995 

PRESENT: 

Mr. Cnsick 
Mr. Hertzbcrg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor ( 

ABSENT: 

Mr. Ferto 

(Pres’t) 


The Chair: 

Council’s Legislative Session will 
now come to order. 

Members, Council President Ferlo 
is sick with the flu this mornin g, so I will 
be filling in for him 


So, Regina, if you could come up 
please and lead us in die Pledge of 
Allegiance, we would appreciate it. 

Regina Pallotta: 

1 pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Let’s also have a moment of 
silence please for peace throughout the 
world. 

Thank you very much, Regina, and 
I want to say that Regina and the whole 
Pallotta family are from Canick, 
Councilman Cusick’s District Thank you. 
Councilman, for bringing them forward, 
and thank you very much. Regina, as you 
see we have a set of flags for you, a 
Pittsburgh flag and a United States Flag. 
And, thank you, Rebecca. 


PRESENTATIONS 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Rkdardi 
Mr. Cohen 
Pres’t Pro Tem) 


We will begin with the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and I am very happy to have 











The Chain 

We begin this mo rning with 
proclamations. Read and Adopteds, and 
we begin with Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

To be read into the record. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Co uncilman 
MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1506 WHEREAS, Maria 
Bemardini came to the United States of 
America several years ago and settled in 
the Pittsburgh neighborhood of Bon Air; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Maria met Frank 
Bemardini while he was stationed in the 
US Armed Forces in Italy and they were 
later married; and, 

W HEREA S, Maria has worked 
hard for the past several years study ing 
passionately to become a citizen of the 
United States of America and has proven 
to be an ups tanding member of the 
community of Pittsburgh and the 
neighborhood of Bon Air; and, 

WHEREAS, on January 20, 1995 
Maria Bemar dini was sworn in by the 
Federal Government in Federal Court in 
the City of Pittsburgh as a citizen of the 
United States of America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby commends and 
congratulates Maria Bemar dini for her 


achievement and welcomes her as a United 
States citizen and official resident of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and City 
of Pittsburgh. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded dip 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

We also have a proclamation horn 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President Pro Tern, to be read 
into the record. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTS 

No. 1507 WHEREAS, the 
Ph i lh a rm onic Society is an independent, 
not-for-profit community organization 
which promotes social improvements in 
the City of Pittsburgh, council District #2; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Philharmonic 
Society has been incorporated in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania since 
1874 as a nonprofit corporation; and, 

WHEREAS, the Philharmonic 
Society desires to operate certain grnall 
games of chance and/or conduct raffles to 


generate funds to finance its operations 
and further its purposes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Mayor and P-n unci! 
of die City of Pittsburgh hereby recognize 
and declare the Philharmonic Society to be 
a Civic and/or Service organization within 
the context of the Pennsylvania Small 
Games of Chance Act, as amended 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MS. McDONALD seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

And that is it for the proclamations. 
Let’s move to Presentation of Papers. Mr. 
Cusick for myself; please. Public Safety 
Services. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President 

MR. CUSICK FOR MR. COHEN 
PRESENTED 

No. 1508 Resolution authorizing 
the transfer of $12,610.00 ftom Code 
Account 1446-1, Investigative Expenses, 
Bureau of Police, to Code Account 1443- 
3, Salaries and Wages, Regular 
Employees, Bureau of Police. This 
transfer is necessary to pay the Police 
Bureau’s salary payroll for the last payroll 
of the year and is retroactive to December 
31, 1994. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 


MR. CUSICK moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Next is Mr. Cusick for F-TlgiTiP*»rmg 
and Construction, for himself 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1509 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of CSX 
Transportation in the amount of $297.02 in 
payment for Railroad Flagging Services 
required for the Bridge Safety Inspection 
of the Swinburne Street Bridge; 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC94-57. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1510 Resolution adopting 
Official Sewage Facilities Plan for the 
Jewish Campus of JCO, Inc., located 
between Bartlett Street and Darlington 
Road near Murray Avenue in the 14th 
Ward of the City of Pittsburgh. 




Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Engineering anH 
Construction. 


ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1511 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements for 
stenographic reporting services in 
connection with Public Hearing (s). Cost 
not to exceed $2,000.00. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmi ttee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1512 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with Lawrence 
DeFrancisco for use of a space at 3448 1/2 
Frazier Street as a Community Oriented 
Police Station. cost not to exceed 
$1,500.00 for the cost of utilities. 

Also, 

No. 1513 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with The Mattress 
Factory for use of a space at 503 North 
Taylor Street as a Co mmuni ty Oriented 
Police Station. Cost not to exceed 
$1,600.00 for the utilities. 

Also, 

No. 1514 Resolution provi ding for 
a lease agreement with Hartman and 
Hartman for use of a space at 107 Knox 
Avenue as a Community Oriented Police 
Station. Cost not to exceed $1,800.00 for 
utilities. 

Also, 


No. 1515 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement wife Second East Hills 
Apartments, Ltd, for use of a space at 
2258 East Hills Drive as a Community 
Oriented Police Station at no cost to fee 
City other t han fee use of telephones anH 
telephone line maintenance 

Also, 

No. 1516 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement wife Allegheny 
Commons East for use of a space at 255 
East Ohio Street as a Community Oriented 
Police Station at no cost to fee City other 
than fee use of telephones and telephone 
line mainten a nce 

Also, 

No. 1517 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement wife Perry Partners for 
use of a space located at Perry Plaza, 1970 
Clayton Avenue as a Community Oriented 
Police Station at no cost to fee City other 
than the use of telephones and telephone 
line maintenance 

Also, 

No. 1518 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement wife Noble Towers 
Associates for use of a space at 2440 
Baldwick Road as a C ommunity Oriented 
Police Station at no cost to the City other 
than fee use of telephones and telephone 
line maintenance 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Co mmitt ee on Lands, Buildings anrf 
Procurement 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bills only until or after the calendar day 


following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR- HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1519 Resolution transferring 
the amount of $421.46 from Code Account 
1022, Salaries, Regular Employees, to 
Code Account 1022-1, P r em ium Pay, 
Magistrates’ Court 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmit tee on Finance and Budget 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR- RICC1ARD1 seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1520 Resolution transferring 
the amount of Four Thousand One 
Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and Twenty- 
Two Cents ($4,158.22) horn Code 
Account 1500, Salaries and Wages, 
Bureau of Administration, to Code 
Account 1728, Salaries and Wages, 
Bureau of Parks Maintenance, and 
transferring the amount of Two Thousand 
Two Hundred Thirteen Dollars and Thirty- 
Two Cents (S2J> 13.32) from Code 
Account 1500, Salaries and Wages. 


Bureau of Administration, to Code 
Account 1728-1, Premium Pay, Bureau of 
Parks Maintenance, all accounts within the 
Department of Public Works. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
die bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed 

THE C HAIR (PRESET PRO TEM) 
PRESENTED 

No. 1521 Communication from 
Tom Flaherty, City Controller, City of 
Pittsburgh, submitting the Performance 
Audit for the Spay and Neuter Program, 
Animal Control Division, Department of 
Public Works dated January 1995. 

Also, 

No. 1522 Communication from 
Muhigetta Birru, Executive Director, 
Urban Redevelopment Authority, 
submitting the “Position and Salary 
Report” consisting of names, positions and 
salaries of all full-time, temporary and 
part-time employees of said Authority as 
of December 31, 1994. 

Which were read. 





Mr- Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, I just want to make 
a motion that those last two items be 
received and filed. 


The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. I 
appreciate it Is there a second? 

MR- RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

All those in favor signify by saying 
~aye”. Opposed? The ayes have it 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

We now move to Unfinished 
Business. Is there any Unfinished 
Business to be brought before this 
Council? Hearing none, we will move to 
Reports of Committees and begin with the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

MR- ONORATO PRESENTED 


Bill No. 1523 

Report of the Committee on Finance an d 
Budget for January 18, 1995, transmitting 
one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1470 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
a mending and supplementing Resolution 
No. 972 of 1994, effective January 1, 
1995, entitled: i Resolution fixing the 
number of officers and employees of the 
City of Pittsburgh, and the rate of 
compensation thereof^ and gettin g 
minimum levels for designated positions, 
by m a king certain additions and 
corrections,’ by increasing the 1995 salary 
of all non union municipal employees by 
3% above the 1994 rate.”—(AS 
AMENDED)—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
FERLO) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, I just want to clear a 
point on this bill. I had unanimous 
support last week and a couple of my 
colleagues have received ealig because of a 
little blurb in the paper and also because 
this happens to say “(Sponsored by Mr. 
Ferlo)”. This is no reflection on Mr. Ferlo, 
but I want to make it clear that these raises 
were really brought forward and supported 
by all Councilmembers. It normally 


comes through as one am endment with the 
Mayor’s adjustments. I p ref er red to do 
that last Wednesday, unfortunately it did 
not have the support to do that I think 
there might have been some confusion. I 
am not going to vote to recommit. We 
will do it this way. 

But, I just want to make it clear 
that this is part of that overall adjustment 
amendment which is supported by thic 
body and that this raise goes along with 
the raises that were negotiated with the 
contracts that are supported by all 
Members of Council. This is not just one 
individual, and I want to make that clear 
for anyone that received galls or anyone 
that might be listening. 

The Chain 


The Chain 


Thank you. 

Hearing no other discussion, the 
bill is now ready for final action. All in 
favor of the passage of the bill will vote 
“aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were takers 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Cohen 
(Pres’t Pro Tem) 


Thank you. Any other discussion 
on this bill? 

Mr. Onorato, also, are there 
amendments that are going to be coming 
over from the Mayor’s Office? 


AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finall y 

ms. McDonald presented 


Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, there are going to be 
amendments to reflect the increases that 
were determined through the negotiating 
process. The three percent raises, that will 
take effect on July 1st That is exactly 
what this bill is, for the non union 
employees. Normally that should have 
happened all at once. It is going to come 
over in two pieces. This is one piece, 
there will be another piece coming over 
from the Mayor’s side to, basically, 
remove money from one account and put it 
into the Salaried Accounts. It will have no 
effect on the budget; it will be revenue 
neutral. It is just a moving of the money. 


Bill No. 1524 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for January 18, 1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1471 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title and interest in the certain property 






Bin No. 1466 


located in the 6th Ward.”— 

(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO) 

Which was read. 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the biU? 

Hearing none, the biU is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the biU win vote “aye” when their 
names are called; aU opposed win vote 
“no”. The Clerk win caU die roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Henzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Cohen 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t Pro Tem) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finall y 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1525 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for January 18, 
1995, transmitting sundry resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a professional services 
agreement or agreements, or for the use of 
existing agreements, for the purchase of 
fuel for City owned vehicles, providing for 
the payment of the cost thereof.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1467 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing a contract or contracts, or for the 
use of an existing contract or contracts, for 
furnishing and/or installing of energy 
conservation equipment for the 
Department of General Services, and 
providing for the payment of the cost 
thereof.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1468 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or the 
use of existing contract or contracts, for 
various repairs and renovations to City 
facilities, and providing for payment of 
cost thereof.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1486 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a lease agreement with The 


Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, 209 Ninth 
Street, Suite 500, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, 
for the use of the first floor area of 707 
Penn Avenue including overhang awning 
and roof-mounted a/c compressor which 
services first floor, as a Community 
Oriented Police Station at no cost to the 
City except for the cost of repairs which 
include $2935.44 for labor and $2920 for 
materials.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading anH 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Mr. Ricciaxdi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. On Bill 
1468, which is repairs and renovations to 
City facilities. Obviously, I am supporting 
this bill today, but I think we have to main* 
it very clear, and I was very serious on 
some of the thoughts Hurj ng the 
Committee Session and that was that 
obviously, when these bills come before us 
for improvement to City facilities, it is 
always very difficult to vote “no”; as a 
matter of fact, we realize the work needs to 
be done, we realize that the money is 
properly allocated, and we should vote 
“yes". 

But, I made it very clear to the 
Director, what we need to do is, this body 
needs to begin to set our own priorities on, 
number one, which work needs to be done 
throughout the City of Pittsburgh, what 
our priorities are, and how much money is 
available. That is that before the bill 
reaches us. because once the bill reaches 
us, let’s be honest, this type of allocation. 


this type of bill has always passed thi< 
City Council, and I think we have our own 
priorities, what we believe needs to be 
done in our neighborhoods, such as. I 
know certain work needs to be done at die 
South Side Market House. 

So, I have asked the Director to 
look into this, I believe she will. But, I 
would like to ask the Chair of this 
Co mmit tee, Mr. O’Connor, if he could 
also report back to us, maybe, in two, 
three, four months, for next year, on, 
number one, how much money is going to 
be available for repairs and renovations to 
City facilities, what work needs to be done 
at the City f a ci lities. From there we can 
go on to working on a task force, and let 
us bring the bill forward, instead of just 
keep on saying, yes, yes, yes, year end and 
year out to these bills. And, for example, 
the priority here, we are spending tens of 
thousands of dollars on window 
replacement Sure, it probably needs to be 
done, but I could give you better work, 
higher priority work that needs to be done 
at die South Side Market House that] 
replacing a window or two. 

So, hopefully I made myself clear, 
next week - and I would hope Mr. 
O’Connor would take the lead on that as 
chairing the Committee, and I thank Bob 
for that 

Also, concerning the COP 
Program. I realize there needs to be 
improvements on our Community 
Oriented Police Program. I realize that we 
want to continue to review it and look at it 
but I do not want to throw on the brakes 
right now, and I am going to continue to 
vote “yes” on leasing property for the mi™ 
stations. 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 





Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. Ricciardi. Any 
other discussion? Ms. McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Concerning Bill No. 1486. I will 
be voting for this today in support of the 
presence of police in all areas of our 
community, including the Downtown area. 
I would just camion that I do not want this 
facility on 707 Penn Avenue to mimic, 
maybe, some of our special facilities 
Downtown with overhang awnings. I just 
do not want it to look nice and posh 
because it is not supposed to be; it is 
supposed to be a COP Station. So, that is 
the only caution that I do have, is that it 
does not look like a — oh, somewhere 
where you would want to have a nice 
lunch Downtown. 

The Chain 

Yes. I agree with you, 
Councilwoman. Why don’t we ask the 
City Clerk to send a letter to the Chief of 
Police on that, to ask whether the design of 
this mini station is similar to the design of 
all other mini stations. I certainly agree 
with you on that 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

On that subject I agree with Ms. 
McDonald. I think we should ask for 
maybe a drawing rendering what they plan 
on doing there, so that it isn’t - I am 
picturing — some small, appropriate 
awning is one thing, some elaborate thino 
is another. So, I would like to see before 
we build that, to see the drawings on it 


The Chain 

Yes. Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. First of all, 
I would like to thank the Director and the 
Administration for taking a hard and good 
look at the gas bills that re-occur during 
the year, and it seems to me to be a suable 
reduction in the cost of how much we are 
spending at the gas pumps. 

I would also like to thank Director 
Miskovich for an outstanding job on 
providing us with very concise 
information in regards to, not only Bill 
1466 but, I believe, all of the bills that are 
up before us in the Committee of TjuMfc, 
Buildings and Procurement, today, and I 
would encourage her to continue to 
provide information, such as she has done 
today because it makes our job a lot easier 
in deciding on which way we should be 
voting. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I would just like to have my 
comments brought forward on Bill 1486. 


(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 



The Chain 

So done. Mr. O’Connor. 
Mr. O’Connor: 


ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


I would like my comments brought 
forward on Bill 1466 and, again thank the 
Department of General Services for an 
outs tanding savings to the taxpayer. As 
Councilman Qnorato mentioned, 1 think 
when we started three years ago and a lot 
of us were involved with it, that was over 
$600,000.00, now it is down to 300. So, I 
think they have done a nice job anH 
hopefully they continue to do it 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Cohen 
(Pres’t Pro Tem) 

NOES none 


The Chain 

I agree. Thank you, also, Mr. 
O’Connor, for being involved in that 
reduction. 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 


Just one comment on Bill 1486, if 
there is no other discussion, and that is, I 
spoke with the Cultural Trust since the 
discussion, the Committee Meeting that 
we had on Wednesday, and I just want to 
make it very clear that the Cultural Trust 
owns this building and they are providing 
it to the City at, I believe, no cost, and I 
think that is a service to the City and they 
ought to be commended for that service. 
So, it is not as if the Cultural Trust is 
coming to the City and asking for any thin g 
free, in fact, they are actually donating this 
to the City. I think it will hopefully be a 
positive mini station, one that will help to 
overcome some of the safety problems in 
that area. But, I want to thank the Cultural 
Trust for contributing this. 

Is there any other discussion on 
any of these bills? If not, the bills are now 


Bfil No. 1526 

Report of the Committee on Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Policy for January 
18, 1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1409 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the Mayor and 
the Director of Parks and Recreation to 
enter into an Agreement or Agreements 
with the Rector, Church Wardens and 
Vestry of Calvary Protestant Episcopal 
Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
releasing the City’s Reversionary interest 
in the property and residence located at 





400 Shady Avenue, 7th Ward, Allegheny 
County, Pittsburgh, PA 15206 and in the 
Trust Fund established to maintain the 
property in connection with the proposed 
sale of property by the Church to Joetta 
Sampson and Ben Sampson.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. Chair man I am 
very pleased to vote on this today. I think 
this body should be very proud and that is, 
that we are moving beyond the 
bureaucracy and maybe even the legality 
of a will itself and really working as a 
partnership with the Church; that is, not 
onl\ to extend our helping hand to the 
parishioners but allow them to get the 
p roperty back on the tax rolls. 

As I stated before, 1 missed the 
imual discussion on this and I apologize 
for that, however, Mr. Cohen, who 
represents the parishioners and the 
churches within his area, successfully 
lobbied me to vote for this. So, I just want 
to thank Mr. Cohen for pointing out the 
facts on that and really the parishioners 
should know that you took a leadership 
position on this, Mr. Cohen, and I think 
the Church is going to benefit and the 
entire City of Pittsburgh for putting this on 
the tax rolls, being able to save such an 
historic structure and really working in 
cooperation with the Church itself. Thank 
you. 


The Chain 

Thank you very much, Mr. 
Ricciardi. Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to join Councilman 
Ricciardi in thanking you for your work in 
regards to this whole issue. I don’t think it 
really is a loss for the City but it will 
become an asset for the City because of 
the good works that the Church provides 
now to the community and to the City. 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Yes, I would like to just chime in. 
I think this is a — with your leadership, a 
win-win for the community, especially a 
gracious old building being renovated, 
being put on the tax rolls. I think the 
Sampson family is to be commended for 
their undertaking, and I think it is very 
nice that everything worked out so well, 
including the Church, because the Church 
has done so many good things to that 
whole eastern part of the neighborhoods, 
all the communities that they have worked 
with. So, I think the money will be well 
spent 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. O’Connor. Ms. 
McDonald. 


Ms. McDonald: 

I would just like my comments 
brought forward. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

My comments, too. 


opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Cohen 
(Pres’t Pro Tern) 


AYES 7 NOES none 


(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Anyone else? I want my 
comments brought forward, also. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chain 

Thank you. We move to Motions 
and Resolutions. Does anybody want to 
speak on Motions and Resolutions? 
Hearing none, is there a motion to approve 
the Minutes? 


And, 1 just want to thank all of 
Council for their support on this issue. As 
everybody has said so far. the important 
thing is that it preserves an historic 
mansion, which really has a great deal of 
character, and we are very lucky to have 
two buyers, with the names of Joetta and 
Ben Sampson, come in and renovate that 
house at considerable expense to them, 
and I think that the whole resolution of 
this is a benefit to the community, a 
benefit to the Shadyside community, but 
also the entire City of Pittsburgh. So, 
thank you very much for your support 

Hearing no other discussion, the 
bill is now ready for final action. All in 
favor of the passage of the bill will vote 
“aye” when their names are called; all 


MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, January 17,1995. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

All those in favor, signify by 
saying “aye” Opposed? The ayes have it. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Motion to excuse the absent 
Member, please. 







MR. RICCIARDI moved to excuse Mr. 
Ferlo, President, for absence from the 
meeting. 

MR. CIJSICK seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 
Council adjourned. 


(MR. O'CONNOR'S COMMENTS CN RTT.T, NO. 1466) 
(Wednesday, January 18, 1995) 


Mr. O'Connor: 

Director Miskovich, Dale Perrett. 

Director, on this bill, gas card has been a big 
issue I guess in the last two or three years. I guess 
Councilman Cohen and Oouncilnan Onorato and other 
members have supported lowering this cost. We spent a 
lot of time — I knew from two years ago it was a half 
million dollars, I see now it is 300. Last year I think 
it was 400, this year it is 300. I am curious with the 
cost of fuel, at least when I go to the station I pay- 
more in the last couple years. It constantly goes up. 
You have been able to bring it down. How are you doing 
that and is it at the expense of efficiency, is it 
working? 

Ms. Miskovich: 

At the outset. Counc ilman O'Connor, as always, 
your facts are on point. 

I have with me today for p ur po se s of 
distribution a summary for gas card. With the 
permis sion of Mr. Kurt Salac, I would like to have 
copies distributed to all the Council people. Thank 
you. 


What this documen t shows, encapitoned 
"Department of General Services Ca imarcial Fuel 
Summary," is, in fact, the transactions far all of 
calendar year 1994, for last quarter of calendar year 
1993, and I have also pr o vi ded you as a courtesy a 
snapshot of all the quarterly payments. 

As Councilman O'Connor has so aptly referred 
to, we have significantly decreased the costs expended 
on gas card. For calendar years 1991 and 1990, the 
amount of money legislated by this body was $500,000.00 
For calendar years 1992 and 1993, the amount of money 
that was legislated by this body was $400,000.00. I am 
pleased to say that at the close of calendar year 1994, 
primarily as a result of work done by the bureau fleet 
maintenance, in particular, Mr. Dale Perrett, ny First 
Deputy Director, we had a surplus of $100,000.00 out of 
our fuel budget which we were able to deposit back into 
the general fund. 

I have indicated to you that as of calendar 
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year 1993, the last quarter, we were expending 
approxi mately $101,626.00. I refer you to the bottan of 
the document I provide to you, the quarterly snapshot. 
Ihe last quarter of 1994, our quarterly pg epgnHi-Hrrpg me 
one-half of the last quarter of 1993, or $52,641.00. 

We are paying on an average of apym x i matel y 77 
cents per gallon for gasoline purchased through gas 
card. We are paying on an average of 53 c ent s per 
gallon for fuel we buy under our bulk fuel p i Tv y ^u and 
distribute at our city facilities. Although I do not 
believe that we will need all 300,000, and I will be 
more than p l e ased to come to this able in the last • 
quarter of 1995 and advise you that we have further 
saved the city money, I am asking far 300,000, as 
opposed to 400,000 that we had requested last year, to 
allow for any necessary fluctuations in the market. 
Hopefully we are going to be able to maintain on an 
average of $52,000.00, $55,000.00 per quarter. 

I would also point out to you, ge nt lemen, that 
un like the prior years, we are also responsible for 
payment of a tax, and that amounts to approximately 
$50,000.00 a year. And that is why I am asking you far 
the $300,000.00. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

If you look at the chart, as the Director 
mentioned, it is easier to look at the quarter, you have 
almost cut the costs in half. 

Ms. Miskovich: 

Yes, sir. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

In one of then, the right-hand chart per 
gallon, you lowered that by almost 8 cents in the year. 
How was that possible? 

Ms. Miskovich: 

We have had a dual program . Our two goals have 
^ )een ^ one, to bring on more minority vendors that are 
providing us with gasoline through gas card. That was a 
proje ct that was also initiated by Mr. Ferrett. The 
second is to better market our fuel under gas card. We 
currently have eight vendors who are providing fuel to 
Public Safety personnel during the hours and only during 
the hours in which our Public Works divisions and our 
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main gas facility located at 29th S tr ee t are not opened 

You asked me earlier — and I apologize, I did 
not address the issue — you asked whether or not we 
have h erein* mote efficient. I am pleased to say — 
hcwever, not surprisingly so — that yes, in fact, we 
have b ecan ? more sufficient- We have specifically 
advised all the Department of Public Safety personnel 
who require gasoline on a 24 hour hasig they are not 
permitted to use a gas card until city fag-n are 
closed. You may also recall that a m a ii wu n riiim was 
distributed throughout the City of Pittsburgh during the 
holiday weekends of Christmas and New Years where we 
purposely opened our city facility to make available gas 
to all Public Safety individuals, and advised 
simultaneously gas card holders they were not permitted 
during those ti mes when we were open to pre y irk* fuel to 
Public Safety individuals. So it is a caribination of 
making more efficient use of our city sites, not 
permitting haphazard use of gas card during hours in 
which city facilities are opened, coupled with good 
negoti at i on s far securing fueling sites that has allowed 
us to serve you in excess of $100,000.00 for raiwvtar 
year 1994 alone. 

Mr. O'Co nnor ; 

I know we all asked, and I think Councilman 
Ferlo, we vere suggesting you stayed open later. Are 
you using aiy light duty people? 

Ms. Miskovich: 

Yes. Blank you for pointing that out. Again 
you are on point. Councilman O'Co n nor, fte are, in fact, 
using light duty per sonne l at many of our fueling sites. 
We also have employed light duty personnel. Rather than 
pay two-thirds of an individual's salary and require 
than to r an a in at home when their mgdirai practitioner 
has permitted them to engage in light duty employment 
activities, we brought than hack into the city. We now- 
use light duty personnel at the motor pool, which you 
all are aware is in operation by the Public Safety 
Building, we use light duty personnel during ap m 
shifts for emergencies, as well at the Department of 
General Services and at the Department of Public Wbrks. 
We are very pleased that it is an efficient operation. 

Mr. 0'Connor: 

In prior years they weren't open on holidays 
and a lot of the evening shifts, as you are open now. 
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Ms. Miskovich: 

In prio r years, as you are pointing out, no, 
they were not making efficient use of the city 
facilities. Again, this was a p rogram that, frankly, as 
a result of conc er ns that were addressed at this table, 
Mr. Berrett had advised me that not all the credit goes 
to himself, that there wee many issues address ed by 
City Council last year, raised as concerns for snaking 
more efficient use and cutting down on the expenditure 
of gas cards, and it was as a result of the issues you 
all raised that Mr. Barrett then developed the pro g ram 
for gas card, which has now resulted in such a 
significant savings. 


Mr. O'C onnor ; 

The last meeting — I am trying to address seme 
of the questions all brought up. We had a problem, I 
think we had nine stations we were using and one or two 
*wre much higher than the rest. Have we correc t ed it? 
Are they all basic ally on a level playing field? 

Ms. Miskovich: 

Yes, sir. Mr. Berrett, who is sitting 
immediately to my left, can confirm these figures. 

I did not want to burden you, frankly, 
Councilwonan McDonald and gentlemen, with statistics on 
individual stations. 

Mr. O'Co nn or: 

I don't think ^ need every number. 

Ms. Miskovich: 


Hofcwver, Mr. Berrett does have those with him. 
Mr. Berrett: 

What we have done, and this is just an example 
of one of the other doc u me nt s that we do to manage the 
program, this gives us the price of the pump at those 
different locations e very Monday. And what we have here 
is a spread sheet front January 1994 to date showing any 
trends that may occur in identifying anybody or any 
station that may be fluctuating from the average that we 
deem is ap p r o pri ate. 
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Ms. Miskovich: 


If anyone 'would like a copy of that *-> ad 
sheet, will be more than glad to submit that to you 
today, as well. 

Mr. O'Connar: 

I vrould like to shew thsn copies of that. 

You did mention, do we have any women or 
minority representatives now at the gas stations? 

Ms. Miskovich: 

We had tvro minority vendors under contract. 
Their locations, Mr. Perrett? 


Mr. Perrett: 

One is in the East liberty section and one in 
the Hill District section. 

Mr. O'Oamor: 

Is there any tax? Is there sane benefits to 
them and us? 


Mr. Perrett: 

This was strictly done by no direct benefits, 
other than they are co mpeti tive with the other stations 
and they provide us the necessary fueling in the 
geographical areas that are required. 

Mr. O'Connar: 

I am glad to see you are using that. 

ladies and Gentlonen, Valerie, you weren't 
here, we spent a lot of the tine on this. I want to 
bringing these points up because not only did they 
address all of our issues in the last two years, but I 
think by their diligence and good management, they are 
saving the taxpayers over $200,000.00 on this program, 
which is being more efficient, putting light duty people 
to work. So I just want to point out what can happen 
with well-managed programs, and certainly the management 
of this comnittee has done an excellent job. I just 
want to congratulate you and hope that there are more 
like this in other parts of the city to continue to do 
this, save the taxpayers' money. There is a benefit to 
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everyone, whether they be aiplcyees, how they can get 
raises which we are talking about, besides saving the 
taxpayers money. 

Ms. Miskovich: 

3hank you. Councilman O'Connor. However, you 
are far too fumble. I should point out to l matters 
of Coun cil that Councilman O'Connor meets with Mr. 
Berrett and nyself weekly and one of the issues he has 
persisted in addressing has been the issue of gas card 
and our f uelin g expenditures. So the credit does not 
remain, although I am proud to say we at the Depardnent 
of General Services live to serve, I am proud to say 
that the program for gas card is a oonfoi nation effort 
from City Council, in particular Gouncilman O'Co nnor , 
and our depardnent. Thank you very much. 

(END OF REMARKS) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Stenotype Repor ter 



(BEGINNING — MR. CCHEN'S CEMENTS CW BTTI. NO. 1409, WEDNESDAY, 


Mr. Cohen: 

His church 'then went, to find a buyer since the City was not 
interested in having the pr o perty used a park or for any other 
pabi ic pu rpose and they found terrific buyers and I think 
everybody here at the table agrees with that, Joetta and Ben 
Sampson. They have done — they're historic preservationists 
who renoovate properties and have made a real contribution to 
the City of Pittsburgh in the Narthside certainly and they *ic=n 
redid the Ursuline Center in Friendship which is now called 
Victoria Hall and they agreed to preserve the historical 
character of the building on the property. So we are hempy 
about that and certainly the ccranunity is. 

The issue that came up here in Council two weeks ago was 
th e C ity should receive money for the transaction and I 
vant to address that directly because I do not believe that it 
should and the reasons are that it really is the City's 
property, the church's property. The church has maintained that 
property far 48 years now. This didn't cane up at the table two 
weeks ago but the church has actually paid taxes on the property 
for 48 years and the church found the buyers far the property. 
Now the money that would be paid for this property would go into 
the church's endowment fund and I did place in e v er y bod y 's box 
yesterday a list of all of the activities that that endowoent 
fund assis ts. It includes mary differe nt organizations that the 
endcwnent fund provides funds to including East End cooperative 
ministries. East Liberty Family Health Care Center, Habitat far 
Humanity, Shepherd Wellness Center, Garfield/Lardmer Tooth 
et cetera and many others and I thank Reverend Foster for 
providing us with the list. 

We can be certain then that the money that will be far 
this property will be used in a charitable . Now the 

question of what the City's interest is one that everybody seems 
to have a different idea on. Sane people say that the City has 
a property interest here but I think that it's a very shaky 
interest at best and the reason I say that is it's a contingent 
interest. The interest never arises unless Calvary Church 
decides not to use it for religious purposes and the City wants 
to use this property as a park. It specifically says in th«=» 
deed that it would revert to the City for use as a public park 
with the appurtenances meaning of course anything that would go 
on a public park whether it be playground equipment, et. cetera. 
The City rejected that opportunity and as a result in mv view 
rejected its interest. Even if it had an interest it's a very 
small one and I think there's a much larger interest at stake 
here and that is the interest of the Shadyside ccnmunity. 
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There's a very valuable stru cture on the property. The Sanpsons 
have agreed not to demolish the structure, it's actually in the 
new deed and they have p er so nally agree d to sufcmit this 
structure for historic designation. I'm told that this will 
receive historic designation, it's a valuable, wonderful old 
home and as such it vrouldn't be able to be tom down anyway. 

The final point is that the pr op erty itself beyond the 
& Uuctur e is a l s o very important property in a location that ** g 
very central and it's a beautiful prope rty so the owners have 
also agreed to a scenic restriction, they can't build on the 
front portion of the property at all. So the Shadyside 
ccnmunity makes out in this deal, it's of benefit to them, it's 
a benefit to the church and X think it's a benefit to the City 
and I vrould ask ny colleagues to support this bill in the faun 
in which it was original 1y intended, thank you. 


(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MftRY ANNE HRUSKA 
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Michelle Kennedy, and her grandmother is 

here, the proud grandmother, Lucille 
Kennedy, that we all know, works in 
Councilman Bob O’Connor’s Office. 


And, please lead us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
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I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America anH to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 


PRESENT: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


Thank you. Shannon. The City 
Clerk would like to give you the fl ag of 
our great City and the flag of our Country, 
and we appreciate you coming down here 
this morning, and thank- your mom, 
especially. 


The Chain 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 

We are very pleased this morning 
to have a young student here. Shannon 
Kennedy; she is in the Capa Program at 
Rogers, in the Sixth Grade. Her mom is 
here; she is the daughter of Larry and 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a couple of 
proclamations, I believe, to be read into 
the record. Counc ilman O’ Connor 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you, Mr. President. 













The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. O’Connor. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1527 WHEREAS, the 
community of Greenfield wishes to 
recognize four of its residents for their 
lifelong participation in its programs and 
activities; and, 

WHEREAS, Bob “Lefty” 
Camp bell, a native of Greenfield, played 
on local baseball football and softball 
teams and lettered in football at Taylor 
Allderdice High School; was a regular 
participant in the July 4th p ro g r am at 
Magee Field and many other community 
programs; worked diligently for forty 
years as an insurance agent; is a member 
of the Soldiers & Sailors and the 
Frankstown Club; is married to Barbara 
and is the proud father of Susan, Gary, 
Bmcc and Lynn; and, 

WHEREAS, Elmer “Bud” Duerr is 
a well-rounded athlete, having played 
baseball, football, watexpolo, basketball, 
and golf and having lettered in basketball 
at Taylor Allderdice High School; as a 
young man, worked at Magee Field as a 
playgound instructor and eventually 
became elementary principal at Park 
School in the Steel Valley School District; 
and is the loving husband of Fanny, father 
of Bob, David, Doug and Susie, and the 
grandfather to six children; and, 

WHEREAS, Richard “Lyle” Joyce, 
one of seven children in his family, 
became active in sports at an early age, 
slugging balls for the Hazelwood baseball 
league, running footballs for the St 
Rosalia Preps, and pitching softballs for 


the Greenfield Presbyterians; was one of 
the original softball players in the 
Frankstown Club and later played for the 
Soldiers & Sailors League; was a 
dedicated employee of Mesta Machine 
Company for thirty-two years; is 
contributing member of the Greenfield 
AARP, the Frankstown Club and the 
Soldiers & Sailors; and was married for 
thirty-eight wonderful years to Betty; and, 

WHEREAS, Marty Small, a 
member of the last graduating tdagg from 
J-M. Logan School, has been a sports 
enthusiast most of his life, playing 
football, baseball, bowling, racquet ball 
and golf; retired in 1994 after thirty years 
of hard work with the Pittsburgh Fire 
Department; has been active in several 
local organizations, including the Soldiers 
& Sailors and Greenfield AARP; is 
married to Jean and is the proud father of 
Nanci, Megan and Marci and grandfather 
of Brittany and Andrew; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize the 
commitment of these four men to the 
community of Greenfield and their tireless 
efforts in supporting a variety of its 
programs; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Saturday, January 28, 
1995, as Bob “Lefty” Campbell-Elmer 
“Bud” Duerr-Richard “Lyle” Joyce-Marty 
Small Day in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR HERTZBERG seconded the 

motion. 



Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 152S WHEREAS, it has come 
to the attention of this body that Catholic 
Schools Week will be celebrated from 
January 29,1995 to February 4,1995; and, 

WHEREAS, the theme for 1995 is 
“Catholic Schools: Schools You Can 
Believe In”; and, 

WHEREAS, through the years. 
Catholic schools throughout the Pittsburgh 
Catholic diocese have educated Tni1linn<f of 
students and have provided an academic, 
values-added education. Additionally, a 
high percentage of Catholic School 
graduates go on to college; 

WHEREAS, the National Cath olic 
Educational Association and the United 
States Catholic Conference are co¬ 
sponsoring the National Appreciation Day 
For Catholic Schools on February 1,1995; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes the sacrifices of 
parents who send their children to Catholic 
schools and recognizes the dedication and 
commitment of the thousands of teachers 
and other personnel who provide the 
outstanding education in the Catholic 
schools throughout the Pittsburgh Catholic 
Diocese; 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
commends Sr. Coletta, the faculty, support 
staff, students, and parents of Most Holy 
Name School in Troy Hill for their 
dedication and commitment to Catholic 
Education. 


MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you, colleagues. At this 
time we will move to Presentation of 
Papers. Mr. Cohen, Committee on Public 
Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 1529 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of RLB 
Saddlery Company in the amount of 
$2,689.83, chargeable to Code Account 
1457, Uniforms, Bureau of Police, 
Department of Public Safety. 

Also, 

No. 1530 Resolution authorizing 
the transfer of $500,000.00 from Code 
Account 1421-4 EMS Trust Fund 
Transfer, to Emergency Medical Services 
Trust Fund (EMSTP), for wages for EMS 
Paramedics, Crew Chiefs and Supervisors. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bills 





only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1531 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts from time to time in 
connection with the demolition and 
removal of condemned buildings. 
($700,000.00, payable from CPF 3-27-10- 
0005-95.) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1532 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with the Pittsburgh 
Parking Authority for use of a space 
located at 120 Sixth Street as a 
Community Oriented Police Station, at no 
cost to the City except for the cost of 
repairs which include $1156.00 for labor 
and $734.96 for materials, and the use of 
telephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1533 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with Alternative 
Program Associates, for use of a space at 
6117 Broad Street as a Community 
Oriented Police Station, at no cost to the 
City other than the use of telephones and 
telephone line maintenance. 


Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Lands, Buildings a nd 
Procurement 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bills only imri| or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1534 Resolution providing for 
an extension for one year of the 
professional services agreement with 
KPMG Peat Marwick for the performance 
of the City’s annual audit for 1994, to be 
increased from One Hundred Forty-Nine 
Thousand Dollars, to One Hundred 
Eighty-Five Thousand Dollars, to provide 
for additional services, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account 1063, 
Miscellaneous Services, Department of 
Finance. 

MR ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 


Also, 



The Chair: 


No. 1535 Resolution providing for 

the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$5,500.00 to David A. Killian, c/o Kirby 
L. Boring, Esquire, Phillips and Galanter, 
8th Floor Lawyers’ Building, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15219, in full and final settlement of 
an accident which occurred at the 
intersection of Penn Avenue and Penn 
Circle West 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1536 Communication from 
Tom Flaherty, City Controller, City of 
Pittsburgh, submitting the Performance 
Audit of the Bureau of Cable 
Co mmuni c ati ons, Department of General 
Services, dated January 1995. 

Also, 

No. 1537 Communication from 
Tom Flaherty, City Controller, City of 
Pittsburgh, submitting the City’s Single 
Audit Report for the year ended December 
31, 1993. 

Which were read. 

The Chain 

We need a motion to receive and 
file. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 


All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chair; 

I would call my colleagues’ 
attention to many of the recommendations 
that have come out of the Controller’s 
Office, not only on these two audits but 
also more recently an audit on the Spay 
and Neutering Program here in City 
Government I would ask that ? relative to 
the respective Committee Chairs, that you 
take die various Performance Audits to 
heart and maybe begin to review some of 
the potential recommendations or 
legislative changes that we might want to 
be seeking. 

Any Reports from Special 
Committees or Unfinished Business? 
Hearing none, we will move to Reports of 
Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you. Mr. Onorato. I hope 
you are feeling better. 





MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 


Bill No. 1538 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for January 25, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1483 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
transferring the amount of $343,374.00 
from Code Account 1845, Index Code 
184507, Senior Citizen Program, Parks 
and Recreation, to Code Account SCPTF, 
Senior Citizens Program Trust Fund, 
Index Code 254250, in the Dep ar t m ent of 
Parks and Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1485 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
transferring the amount of $7,000.00 from 
Code Account 1001-2 (100123), (District 
2), Salaries & Wages, As Needed, City 
Council, to Code Account 1001-1 
(100115), Miscellaneous Services, City 
Council.” 

—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
HERTZBERG) 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1487 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

providing for an Agreement with Dickie, 
McCamey & Chilcote, P.C. for 

professional services for the City 
Controller in the amount not to exceed 
$80,000.00” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1488 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

providing for the filing of a petition or 
petitions for the sale of certain property or 
properties, acquired at tax sales in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, 
“Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
Collection Act”, effective December 11, 
1984.”—(AS AMENDED) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 



Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $1,558.39 
warrant in favor of Robin A. Gibson in 
settlement of claim for automobile 


Which was read. 


Also, 

Bill No. 1489 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $5,500.00 
warrant in favor of Eileen Mroz in 


settlement of claim for property damage. 3 


Which was read. 


Also, 

Bill No. 1490 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $1,200.00 
warrant in favor of Harvey L. Zeve in 
settlement of property damage.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1491 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $852.98 
warrant in favor of Duquesne Light 
Company for property damage.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1493 


Also, 


Bill No. 1494 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $850.00 
warrant in fevor of Union Baptist Church 
in settlement of property damage.” 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, on Bill 1493,1 think 
that we need a clarification, or their seems 
to be a typo. It is $1,55839, and then 
below there it goes $15,558.39. 

The Chain 

Could the Clerk please clarify 
what the actual resolution states. 

Ms. Johnson-Waslen 

The resolution states, $1,558.39. 

The Chain 

Other discussion? Hearing none, 
the bills are now ready for final action. 
All in favor of the passage of the bills will 





vote M aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onoiato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1508 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the transfer of Twelve 
Thousand Six Hundred Ten Dollars 
($12,610.00) from Code Account 1446-1, 
Index Code 144618, Investigative 
Expenses, Bureau of Police, to Code 
Account 1443-3, Index Code 144337, 
Salaries and Wages, Regular Employees, 
Bureau of Police.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 1519 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the transfer of $421.46 from 
Code Account 1022, Index Code 102202, 
Salaries, Regular Employees, to Code 


Account 1022-1, Index Code 102210, 
Premium Pay, Magistrates Court. This 
transfer should be retroactive to December 
31,1994” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1520 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
transferring the amount of Four Thousand 
One Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars and 
Twenty-Two Cents ($4,158.22) from Code 
Account 1500, Salaries and Wages, Index 
Code 150003, Bureau of Administration, 
to Code Account 1728, Salaries and 
Wages, Index Code 172809, Bureau of 
Parks Maintenance and tr ansferring the 
amount of Two Thousand Two Hundred 
Thirteen Dollars and Thirty-Two Cents 
($231332) from Code Account 1500, 
Salaries and Wages, Index Code 150003, 
Bureau of Administration, to Code 
Account 1728-1, Premium Pay, Index 
Code 172817, Bureau of Parks 
Maintenance, all account within the 
Department of Public Works ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 



The ayes and noes were taken 

agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Qnoiato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

Bin No. 1539 


Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
January 25, 1995, transmitting sundry 
resolutions to Council 

Which was read, received and filed. 


BiU No. 1495 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto George W. Lapp, 804 Elkton 
Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15220, 
his successors and assign!^ an 
encroachment to construct, maintain a^H 
use at his own cost and expense, a fence 
on a portion of the right-if-way along 
Paula Way in the 20th Ward, 2nd Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 


Bill No. 1496 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Carlos Vazquez, Jr., 6356 
Burchfield Avenue, Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania, 15217, his successors and 
assigns, the privilege and license to 
construct, maintain and use at his own cost 
and expense, a fence on a portion of the 
right-if-way of Ibsen Way in the 14th 
Ward, 5th Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1497 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Martin T. Hlay, 2825 
Kenilworth Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15226, his successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
m a int a in and use at his own cost and 
expense, an off-street parking area on a 
portion of the right-of-way of Kenilworth 
Street in the 19th Ward, 4th Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading an d 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no” The Clerk will call the roil. 





The Chain 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1540 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for January 25, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
BiO No. 1116 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the designation as an 
Historic Structure under Section 513 of 
Chapter 1007 of the Code of Ordinances 
that certain structure known as the Greater 
Faith Tabernacle Church of God in Christ, 
more particularly located at 550 North 
Homewood Avenue (Block and Lot 
Number 174-N-194) in the Thirteenth 
Ward, City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 


You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bUl? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I would like my comments brought 
forward regarding Bill No. 1116. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

Mr. Cohen: 

Comments brought forward on Bill 
1116. Thank you. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

So noted. Thank you. Any other 
discussion? Hearing none, the bill is now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bill will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 


Ms. McDonald 


Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR- O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1541 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for January 25, 
1995, transmitting sundry resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
Bill No. 1512 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 3448-1/2 Frazier Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15213, in the 4th Ward, from Lawrence 
DeFrancisco, owner, for the purpose of 
establishing a Community Oriented Police 
Mini Station, for a term of two (2) years, 
made effective and retroactive to June 23, 
1994, at no cost to the City. The City shall 
assume the cost of utilities, not to exceed 
Fifteen Hundred ($1500.000) dollars per 
year.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1513 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 503 North Taylor Street, Pittsburgh. PA 


15212, in fixe 22nd Ward, from the 
Mattress Factory, owner, for the purpose 
of establishing a Community Oriented 
Police Mini Station, for a term of two (2) 
years, made effective and retroactive to 
September 15, 1993, at no rental cost to 
the City. The City shall assume the cost of 
utilities, not to exceed Sixteen Hundred 
($1600.00) dollars per year.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bfil No. 1514 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 107 Knox Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15210, in the 30th Ward, from Har tman 
and Hartman, owner, for the purpose of 
establishing a Community Oriented Police 
Mini Station, for a term of two (2) years, 
made effective and retroactive to 
December 8, 1993, at no rental cost to the 
City. The City shall assume the cost of 
utilities, not to exceed Eighteen Hundred 
($1800.00) dollars per year.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1515 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 2258 East Hills Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 
15221, in the 13th Ward, from Second 
East Hills Apartments, Ltd., owner, for the 
purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police Mini Station, for a term of 
two (2) years, made effective and 
retroactive to August 6, 1993, at no cost to 




the City other than the use of telephones 
and telephone line maintenance ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiH No. 1516 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at Allegheny Commons, 255 East Ohio 
Street, Unit 102C, Pittsburgh, PA 15212, 
22nd Ward, from Allegheny Commons 
East, owner, for die purpose of 
establishing a Co mmunit y Oriented Police 
mini Station, for a term of two (2) years, 
made effective and retroactive to May 10, 
1994, at no cost to the City other than use 
of telephones and telephone line 
maintenance.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1517 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at Perry Plaza, 1970 Clayton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15214, in the 25th Ward, 
from The Perry partners, owner, for the 
purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police Mini Station, for a term of 
two (2) years, made effective and 
retroactive to May 10,. 1994, at no cost to 
the City other than the use of telephones 
and telephone line maintenance ” 

Which was read. 

Also. 

Bill No. 1518 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at Noble Towers, 2440 Baldwick Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205, in the 28th Ward, 
from Noble Towers Associates, owner, for 
the purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police Mini Station, for a term of 
two (2) years, made effective and 
retroactive to December 21, 1993, at no 
cost to the City other th&\ the use of 
telephones and . telephone line 

mfliutptianrp ” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Mr. Ricdaidi. 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President 
Colleagues, I have been contacted by 
Director Miskovich concerning the COP 
Mini Station in Knoxville and the lease. It 
appears that there is an honest 
disagreement on the cost of utilities. I 
have had discussions with Mr. O’Connor 
before this meeting. On that note, I would 
like to recommit Bill 1514. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

Discussion. Is that recommitting 
just the one lease on Knox? 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

Yes, just the one lease. Bill 1540, 
107 Knox Avenue. 


The Chain 

Any other discussion? All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

The motion carries. The bill is 
recommitted. 

Any other discussion on the 
remaining bills? Hearing none, the bills 
are now ready for final action. All in favor 
of the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1482 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Lease or Leases and/or 
License or License Agreements with the 
Salvation Army for the use of the facility 
located at 1821 Broadhead-Fording Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205, as a Recreation 
Center. The total cost shall not exceed 
Sixteen Thousand One Hundred Seventy 
Dollars, ($16,170.00) Dollars, payable 
from Code Account 1801, Miscellaneous 
Services, Index Code 180109, in the 
Department of Parks and Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1484 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 


Bill No. 1542 

Report of the Committee on Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Policy for January 
25, 1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council, 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Lease or Leases and/or 
License Agreements for the use of certain 
property for Senior Citizen Facilities 
and/or Management Agreements for the 
provision of center services to senior 
citizens in an amount not to exceed 
$184,674.00, chargeable to and payable 
from (SCPTF), (254250), Senior Citizen 
Program Trust Fund.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman O’Connor. 






Mr. O’Connor: 


Bill No. 1394 



(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 


Thank you very much. Any other 
discussion? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will rail the 
roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Henzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1543 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Public Safety 
Services for January 25, 1995, transmi tting 
two resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending and supplementing the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Five, Traffic, 
Article VII, Parking, Chapter 541, General 
Parking Regulations, and Chapter 549, 
Residential Parking Permit Program, to 
authorize the Public Parking Authority of 
Pittsburgh to administer, supervise and 
enforce an efficient system of on-street 
parking in the City of Pittsburgh and to 
delete provisions regarding the 
administration and enforcement of the 
Residential P arking P ermit Progr am by the 
City.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1395 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor and the Directors of 
the Departments of Public Safety and 
General Services to Execute a Cooperation 
Agreement and am endm ents thereto and 
related leases with the Public Par king 
Authority of Pittsburgh and the City of 
Pittsburgh Equipment Leasing Authority 
to provide for the administration, 
supervision and enforcement of an 
efficient system of on-street par king 
regulation in the City of Pittsburgh.”— 
(AS AMENDED) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
tides of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Onorato. 




Mr. Onorato: 

I just would like to have my 
comments brought on Bill 1394. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Thank you. Co uncilman 
Mr. Hertzberg: 

Yes, Mr. President, my comments 
brought forward on die bill, too. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Bring all the comments forward. 
Mr. O’Connor; 

From both bills, please. 

The Chain 

If there is no objection. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes, please. 

The Chain 

For both bills. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

I was not here because I was ill last 
week. I think most of you know how I 


feel about these two bills. I am opposed to 
both pieces of legislation which, in a 
nutshell, would transfer municipal 
functions, long-standing municipal 
functions, as relates to parking 
enforcement, not only the Residential 
Sticker Parking Program, which has been 
built up and affects thousands of 
homeowners and residents in the City of 
Pittsburgh, but equally important, 
thousands of Pittsburghers and others who 
visit and frequent our City, especially 
during the day and early evening hours, 
visiting the neighborhood shopp ing district 
corridors. I fear in passage of thig 
legislation that we will be, in effect, 
turning the Parking Authority which 
originally had a limit ed mandate to assist 
in the financing and long term debt service 
associated with the construction of the 
parking garages. I was hoping actually, 
with die advent of a new Adm ini g tpflj on, 
that we would see a lesser and lesser role 
of the Parking Authority because, 
historically, and this is no reflection on the 
current Administration, but historically, I 
think there have been major problems 
associated with the effective management. 

And, time does not permit me to go 
on here, but if you go back and review the 
record as it re lates to no bid contracts and 
failed construction bids, one thing after 
another, historically, have plagued the 
Parking Authority. At a time that I 
thought the Parking Authority was going 
to become less in importance, all of a 
sudden, to my worse nigh tmar e is now not 
only taking on new activities but we have 
put concrete around the agency, malrino it 
last for the next 40 or 50 years. In feet, I 
fear that we will rue the day that we 
approve these bills and we will create not 
only a Parking Authority but we will 
transfer them into a ticket, tag and tow 




authority. And, I think that is really what 
the bottom line is for this measure. It is 
astounding to me. 

That upon passage of these bills, I 
do not feel that we fully did our due 
diligence. Unlike any other number of 
important pieces of legislation that we 
approved of a financial impact, I saw no 
information being presented to this body 
financially as to what the actual impact 
will be on the Operating Budget We are 
tal k in g about a group of staff people that 
generate hundreds and hundreds and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
revenue for the City’s Operating Budget 
In fact, the final line agreements leave 
open what the actual financ ial 
arrangements will be in terms of the 
purchase of services for the Pa rking 
Authority. 

The impact and my fear and the 
reason why 1 am opposed to this is, the 
parking activities are a municipal function, 
they have a lot to do with die livability of 
the City of Pittsburgh I want reasonable 
parking enforcement in the business 
districts. I do not want overkill, and I 
think what you are going to see happen 
and what is going to unfold, albeit, maybe 
not immediately, is an attempt to generate 
large sums of revenue by ticketing people 
to death in the neighborhood business 
districts. We have enough problems with 
the competitive edge in the City for a 
variety of reasons and I just fear the worse 
as it relates to what the hidden agenda here 
is, and I think there are two hidden 
agendas. There are agendas that are not 
going to be achieved imm ediately by this 
Administration, one is the eventual 
contracting out of the activities, albeit, the 
safeguard measures that my colleagues 
sought to amend the bills with. I am 


ta lking about long range, long range 
agenda here, long after I have left Grant 
Street, is the actual contracting out of the 
activities that traditionally have been a part 
of unionized personnel in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

And, secondly, is the major issue, 
and that is the attempt, s imilar to the way 
the Water and Sewer Authority conducts 
itself, the attempt to raise revenues off the 
backs of people who are fortunate enough 
to have an automobile and actually want to 
frequent the City to go to the doctors or a 
merchant or have business to conduct 
Downtown, Oakland, my district and 
everybody elses’ district. 

Again, I stand opposed to the 
transfer. I still did not see any 
preponderance of evidence to suggest that 
we had to do this. I noticed in Mr. Costa’s 
comments last week, which 1 was not here 
because I was ill, I know he made one slip 
of the tongue, maybe he was not aware of 
it; there was an implication that because 
we have a broken meter, that somehow we 
can’t tag people. That is not the case, that 
is not the law and, in fret, that is not the 
practice. If somebody is at a broken meter 
and the Code Enforcement Officer notices 
that and marks the tires, as they do 
frequently, especially in O akland, and 
elsewhere, they can tag the car after a 
couple hours. Many, many people get tags 
at a broken meter because they park there 
all day, and they are enforced by the City 
Magistrate. 

So, it is not entirely true that legal 
enforcement is only at the meters. In all of 
this transfer it was not clear to me what is 
going to be different under the Authority 
as relates to the basic problem of broken 
meters throughout the City. Again, 



whatever problems we have, and there are 
some problems, axe of a management 
nature. 

Mr. Onorato points out, anH I share 
his frustration, about what seems to be the 
illogical activity of Parking Patrol Officers 
on the City payroll, tagging at the 
merchant district or tagging at residential 
Sticker Parking areas but not having the 
ability to target in the surface lots that 
many of us have in our districts. The 
simple way to resolve that is to better 
utilize existing personnel instead of die 
Parking Authority contracting out, which 
was a waste of money, albeit, with a 
minority firm. It would make more sense, 
the existing Parking Patrol Officers be 
extended the ability to tag in the surface 
lots 


Authority. At least with the Water and 
Sewer Authority this Council has the right 
to accept or reject the Board Members; we 
don’t even have that ability with the 
Parking Authority, they serve directly at 
the will of the Mayor; we don’t even have 
our appointment capabilities. We are 
making a big mistake. But, I do respect 
my colleagues who feel that this is an 
efficient move, I just don’t hold to that 
opinion. 

Any other discussion or 
comments? I wish we would just do this 
by district, and those of you who feel so 
strongly about this, you can do it in your 
district and let me have the existing 
personnel, but that’s not going to happen 
either. 


I mean why we have to make this 
transfer soil perplexes me and I am 
opposed to it and I fear the worse side of 
what its public policy impacts are going to 
be. It is not a reflection on the current 
Administration or the Board of the Parking 
Authority, I am sure they will perform 
then fiduciary role, but I have a major 
problem with transferring these important 
municipal functions, as I did in the Water 
Authority and I certainly do here with 
Parking Patrol and directly if that is my 
district and maybe Mr. Cohen’s, more than 
many of your districts, as it relates to a 
large number of Residential Sticker 
Parking Permits that we have in our 
district. 

And, again, I want to be able to 
pick up the phone or have come to the 
table somebody who is directly 
accountability to City Council as a 
legislative body; that is not the case with 
the independent autonomist Parking 


Any other discussion? Hearing 
none, the bills are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg. 
Ms. McDonald 
AYES 6 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
NOES 2 


(MR. COHEN AND MR. FERLO, 
PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 





MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 


The Chain 

Any other discussion or comments 
relative to Motions and Resolutions? 
Councilman Onoraxo. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you, Mr. President I just 
want to make a few comments regarding 
the Pirate negotiations because in the last 
ten days, I think what is happ ening in the 
media is veiy dangerous with die shots 
that are being taken and I just want to 
make sure we are all back on track for 
something that is this important And, this 
pretty much started with the surprise of 
that FAX that came out for the news 
release from the current owners, basically, 
saying, there’s no offer on the table, and 1 
think a lot of us responded; I know I 
responded and the Mayor responded. But, 
I want to get beyond that and just talk 
about the situation as it stands today and 
what is the best thin g this body - at least 
what I feel this body should do to make 
sure the deal happens and that the Pirates 
stay in Pittsburgh. 

One, I want to start off by thanking 
USX, PPG, Westinghouse, ALCOA, PNC 
and Mellon, for in 1995 they are 
responsible for saving the Pirates for this 
City, and 1 think everyone here applauds 
those corporations, and they are major 
corporations that are synonymous with 
Pittsburgh, just as much as the Pirates are 
and I think they recognized that in 1985. 
and all we are asking right now is that they 
put on their civic hat again, corporate civic 
hat, and step up and have the opportunity. 


unique opportunity, to save the Pirates 
twice for the City within a ten-year period. 

In 1985, die agreement reads that if 
die owners ever sell, they should get 34 
million dollars in rash , and you hear a lot 
of that in die paper and in the media and 
an argument that only 20 million was 
offered. So, there is really a difference 
there of about 14 milli on dollars. 1 do not 
believe that 14 million dollars is a 
significant amount that is going to cost 
this City the Pirates; there has to be more 
behind that because 15 million dollars split 
between those names I just mentioned, the 
City and a possible new owner, is not that 
much when we are talking about an 85 
million dollar sale price. 

What 1 am concerned about and 
what I want to put on the table is that a lot 
has c h a ng ed since that 1985 agreement 
The current owners are absolutely right 
when they say that the existing agreement 
specifies 35 million in cash, but what is 
never mentioned from the current owners 
and I think it is very important, is that in 
the last 12 mo nths the financial picture of 
this fran chis e has changed drastically due 
to the public sector. 

One, everyone here knows the 
tough debates we went through over that 
eight million dollar URA loan, and it went 
round and round and there were people for 
and against during the discussion, but in 
the end, I think everyone, even the 
skeptics on Council here, came forward 
with a positive vote for an eight million 
dollar loan because of the economic 
benefits that a franchise provides to a City, 
and on the other side of the coin, what an 
emotional black eye this would leave on 
this City, probably for 50 years, if we 
would lose a franchise. That eight million 



seemed to be a very good investment 
And, after the debates were over, there was 
an eight million dollar loan recommended 
by the Mayor and approved by this body. 

In addition to that loan, there is 10 
million dollars coming from the Regional 
Assets District that did not exist in 1985, 
that now goes to the Stadium Authority 
which has a direct benefit to the franchise. 
And, there is one more piece that is new: 
Six million dollars in lease concessions 
from the Stadium Authority. 

I have been briefed probably more 
than anyone here because of my joint roles 
as a Board Member of the Stadium 
Authority and as a Councilmember. But, 
if you look at those three items and in the 
current deal, four million dollars of the 
eight million dollars are part of the deal. 
So, you have four milli ng dollars of the 
URA loan; you have 10 million dollars 
from RAD; six million dollars from lease 
concessions; that totals almost 20 million 
dollars, as I see it, as a plus to the 
franchise. Now, that does not go into the 
current owners’ pocket, I want to make 
that clear; that is a positive rash number 
for the franchise, the Pirates. 

So, when you look at the original 
agreement, sure, 34 million is in there, 
there was a 20 million dollar discussion, or 
offer, to start with; it is a 14 milli on dollar 
difference, or a shortfall, according to the 
current owners. I see that there is also a 
20 million dollar net plus here from what 
happened in the last 12 months. 

And, if we are going to talk about 
1995, we have to put all the facts on the 
table, and that is both the 1985 agreement 
and what happened in the last 12 months, 
which I think took a lot of political 


courage from the Members in this body, 
from the region, that had to do with the 
Regional Assets District, and from the 
Stadium Authority, dealing with the lease 
concessions. 

Another issue that has been talked 
about is forcing these face to face 
meetings. My frustration and what I 
understand from briefings ariH reading, is 
that Mr. Rigas, the person that has been 
picked by the Administration as the best 
possible purchaser, he has been dying to 
meet face to face and yesterday he started 
that with individual owners. 

I would ask and put a request out 
to Mr. Sami, or the entire ownership, that 
they do sit down immediately and talk. I 
do not think it is helpful that an investment 
banker is asking to meet in two locations, 
and one in the West Coast, one on the East 
Coast, when all the parties are right here in 
Pittsburgh- There is no reason why they 
are not meeting. The City wants to meet 
face to face, Rigas wants to meet face to 
face, and hopefully the current ownership 
wants to meet fe re to face. 

The other issue ifrat has been up 
there: What exactly is the offer? You 
heard a lot about an 82 to 85 million dollar 
offer that involved some each transferred 
to the owners. When the actual offer was 
put in paper, it was 90 million dollars, no 
cash going to the owners but a 3.1 million 
dollar value of stock going to each owner 
with the possibility of buyout and Mr. 
Rigas finding people to buy out the 3.1 
million stock if they do not want to stay in. 

Now, let’s talk about the 
investment banker and putting this on the 
market and what it is worth. First, I want 
to make it clear that these owners got into 





this deal in 1985, not because of the 
corporate profit and shareholder motive, 
they got in because of the corporate civic 
duty, and I applaud them, as I stated 
earlier. And, in 1995, to say that we got to 
go on the market because it is worth more 
money on the market, is a given. I think 
everyone here knows that this franchise is 
worth a lot more if we release the 
restriction of staying here, and if we put 
this out to a bid, they could go to any city 
in this country. Of course the franchise is 
worth a lot more. That was not the 
original purpose and I hope it isn’t today, 
and I hope, once again, the corporate 
community puts on their civic hat and does 
the same thing. 

If you want to look at market and 
what is out there in the market, we have 
two very recent sales in the United States. 
The San Diego Padres, 85 million dollars. 
That sounds very similar to the numbers 
we are hearing here in Pittsburgh, and 
there was the same kind of restrictions. 
San Diego wanted to keep the tea m in San 
Diego and they succeeded. Ironically, I do 
not know if my colleagues know thisj the 
same investment banker was involved with 
the deal. So there you have a deal that was 
probably consummated less than 12 
months ago, and 85 million is a good 
indicator. 

Oakland A’s, around the same 
amount, approximately 85 milli on dollars. 
Now you have the City of Pittsburgh, 
where we had a number of 82 million 
thrown around, 90 milli on thrown around. 
So, we are definitely in the ballpark when 
you are talking about what’s the market 
bearing for keeping a team in a small 
market 


Finally, I would like to say that this 
is a time that we should all stop pointing 
the finger at each other and negotiating 
through the media. I would hope, and 
once again, I extend, hopefully on behalf 
of my colleagues, our hand to do whatever 
it takes to make this deal work. We 
applaud the corporate community; we will 
do whatever it takes to mak e sure the face 
to face meetings take place. 

I am a hundred percent behind the 
Murphy Administration and how they 
selected the Rigas group. And, let’s don’t 
forget how Mr. Rigas was selected. There 
was a process, there were bids that were 
made. They made extensive evaluations, 
using outside counsel, using professionals 
that are within the Administration, and 
Rigas appeared to be the best offer based 
on several criterias, be it, how much cash 
flow is involved, where the money was 
coming from, who was backing up the 
wealth of the individual. And, through all 
those negotiations, which we do not have 
the details right here in front of us, Rigas 
appeared to be the best offer. And, on top 
of that, he was selected within that 
artificial deadline, as far as I am 
concerned, which passed on Sunday. Mr. 
Rigas was selected several days before that 
deadline. I do not see why there is no 
reason we cannot all say that the City lived 
up to its commitment All that has to be 
done now is to work out the details, put it 
on paper and have all parties sign. 

So, from this point forward, I 
would hope that the small committee that 
was established several months ago by 
you, Mr. President, of yourself, Mr. 
O’Connor and myself, both acting on the 
Stadium Authority and as Chairman of 
Finance, that the three of us meet 
constantly with the Administration, so that 


everyone is on the same page and that 
everyone is sitting down and making sure 
the Pirates get here. 

It is time to eliminate all egos on 
all sides. The biggest tragedy that could 
take place here is for somebody to stand 
up and say, “I showed him,” on either side 
and the Pirates are sitting in a different 
City. If we lose this franchise, we can 
point the finger at every one of us, all 
parties involved. 

Did anyone read the Wall Street 
Journal last week regarding St Louis 
taking the L.A. Rams? If you read that 
the numbers in that deal are unbelievable, 
what that municipality gave up, compared 
to how we are negotiating this deal. What 
is taking place here is a franchise that 
currently exists. If we lose this team, 
Pittsburgh will never receive a Major 
League Baseball franchise again. 

And, finally, let me just say, that 
the issue over Major League Baseball 
giving approval over Rigas, that is up in 
the air and it is disputed of when exactly 
they gave that approval, but that is behind 
us. Let’s forget about that issue. But, the 
most important thing that came out of that 
approval is that Major League Baseball 
even said that the Rigas offer was a fair 
offer. Now, that offer might change a little 
bit, depending on cash flow and how we 
determine if it is 82 versus 90 million 
dollars, but we are definitely within 
striking range. There is no reason why 
this deal should not take place, and from 
this point forward, let’s hope that wi thin 
the next seven days, we have a hand shake 
and possibly something on paper signed 
by all parties. 


The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. Other 
comments or discussion. Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Well, thank you, Mr. President. 
Colleagues, I will be very short First of 
all, I want to commend Councilman Dan 
Onorato as a Board Member of the 
Stadium Authority. You could tell from 
his very detailed, calm presentation today, 
that he has kept up with all of this. 

I would just like to say something 
that is interesting. When fids body did 
approve the eight million dollar loan, I did 
receive some criticisms from my own 
constituents, but now that there could be a 
possibility, or some say, there is a 
possibility, that we could lose the Pirates, 
that how the entire City is just coming 
together. So, it appeared that we maH<* a 
courageous decision in approving the eight 
million dollar loan several months ago. 
But, now that people really realize what it 
would mean to lose baseball in this town, 
just as an economic generator, how the 
entire City is coming together. 

I think this body has a very 
important role to play, and this is all my 
personal opinion, and that is one dealing 
with possible loans in the future, the loan 
that we made in the past, possible changes 
in the lease arrangements. But, I have to — 
myself, I want to make my position very 
clear, and that is one of a legislative body, 
and that is that I believe there is some 
tough negotiations going on. 

I think Mayor Murphy and Mr. 
Onorato have their hands on it, and I am 
going to just step back because I think J 





myself; personally, I want to be very 
careful that 1 do not step up any rhetoric 
because right now tough negotiations are 
happening and they are going on, I 
believe, as planned, and I believe 
something is going to work out I do not 
believe the current owners in any way 
would turn their back on this City because 
we have always said that “we’re a big 
town,” but we’re a small town with a big 
heart, and I believe thing*; are going to 
work out very well. 

Again, my position is very clear, 
and that is when 1 will deal with loans; I 
will deal with the lease arrangements but I 
am not going to inject myself into 
negotiations. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Ricciardi. 
Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I also 
would like to state publicly that 1 support 
Mr. Onorato’s statement completely, and I 
support the Murphy Administration, and I 
support John Rigas in his effort to buy the 
Pirates, and I appeal to those corporate 
leaders in the City of Pittsburgh: Mellon 
Bank, PNC, ALCOA, Westinghouse, 
USX, PPG and Carnegie Mellon. Those 
are giants in our City; they did the right 
thing by Pittsburgh when they purchased 
the Pirates, they should do the right thing 
by Pittsburgh in se lling the Pirates, and 
that means selling the team to John Rigas 
and keeping the team here in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 


The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. Other 
comments. Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I guess just to elaborate. I certainly 
support my three colleagues, what was 
said, and I do not want to bring up the 
past, but so far, with Major League 
Baseball’s problem, and we are leaning on 
civic pride, it is time. And, 1 was glad to 
see Mr. Rigas in town yesterday and 1 
hope he is here every day because nothing 
is going to solve this problem without him 
and these corporate leaders, with the 
Mayor’s initiative, to get together and iron 
out a solution to the problem. That is why 
1 encourage that and it has to happen day 
to day, very quickly, before we open the 
door to something we do not want to get 
into. So far, though, a lot of our destiny 
has been out of our hands, 1 think now it is 
in our hands. And, I certainly support the 
Mayor and all his efforts, but I encourage 
them to get this deal done now. 

The Chain 

Thank you. I think Mr. Onorato is 
exactly correct, and I think he has 
correctly outlined where we are at right 
now in his proposal, which, in a nutshell, 
is stay; the course is right on target I do 
not think we need to be involved in all the 
negotiations that are going on. I stand 
firmly behind Mayor Murphy, I think he 
has made a wise choice in the selection of 
Mr. Rigas, and I believe Mr. Rigas, with 
the Mayor’s help, is properly negotiating, 
as any business person needs to do the 
final agreement If anything, my worse 
fear right now, given what’s happening 
and the comments from Mr. Sami, is that 



Mr. Rigas would grow frustrated with this 

process, and I think that would be very 
unfortunate. I hope that he does not do 
that 

In light of the comments today, I 
would like to suggest maybe two possible 
actions. In addition to Mr. Onorato’s 
leadership, we may want to specifically 
state, by way of a collective letter to Mr. 
Rigas, that he stay the course, that he not 
grow frustrated with the process anH that 
this Council unanimously fully supports 
the Mayor and his goal in wanting to 
acquire the Pirates, and that we stand fully 
willing and able to assist, as we have many 
times in the past, in making sure that he 
becomes successful in his attempts to 
purchase the Pirates and keep them here in 
the City. 

I think maybe at this time we need 
to communicate to him directly the good 
intentions of this Council and the 
tremendous respect and show of support 
that we have for Mr. Murphy, as well as 
Mr. Rigas. And, secondly, that’s partly 
what Mr. Onorato stated, I believe, 
yesterday, to the corporate community. I 
think we may want to send a letter to 
individual corporate owners, doing two 
things in a nutshell. One is, thanking them 
for their past stewardship at a timp when 
there needed to be intervention in 1983, 
1984, and now calling upon them once 
again to remind them of the civic pride and 
the civic philanthropic portion of owning 
the Pirates and not just the elements of 
being able to deduct taxes. I think maybe 
we want to send a letter to those 
individuals, as we have stated yesterday, 
that they should individually meet with the 
Mayor and Mr. Rigas and not solely rely 
on the business acumen of Mr. Sami at 
this point. 


I do not know if we want to 
formalize Thai, but I would like to suggest 
that we communicate to Mr. Rigas our 
show of support standing firm and, 
secondly, a separate letter to the remaining 
corporate owners of the Pirates to reiterate 
a “thank you” to them and as well, asking 
them to deal face to face with Mr. Rigas. 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

On that point, Mr. President If 
you do not mind, as a friendly suggestion, 
I would ask that maybe you, Mr. 
O’Connor and myself, as a committee, 
draft something up and we present it to our 
colleagues, as opposed to a formal motion 
now. 

The Chair: 

No problem. Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Plus I think we are going to have a 
briefing this afternoon, and I would like to 
maybe hold off through that briefing and 
then get back to our colleagues today. 

The Chair: 

Very good suggestion. Any other 
comments? 

MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, January 24,1995. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 




The Chain 


Any other comments to be brought 
under Motions and Resolutions? Hearing 
none, we will entertain a motion to 
adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 
Council adjourned. 




(BBGDMNG - MR. O'CONNOR'S COMMENTS CTJ BTTJ.S NO. 1432 & 1484, 
WEDNESDAY, 1/25/95) 

Mr. O'Connor: 


I am looking at these leases and outside of one which will 
be up this year and it's the most expensive one, we don't have a 
choice, do we? You're not renewing — I'll take the one in 
Beechview which is the highest vre're paying. That's up in July 
of this year or the end of June. Now you re asking us to renew 
that lease or do you have a new lease or a new location? 


I am not asking you to renew a lease at this time. Wte have 
looked at a number of locations in that area, it's a very 
difficult area to relocate in because it requires us to bulla if 
*re're going to do anything or at least substantially reno v ate 
and I have worked with Mr. Cusick on that. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

We are saying that we don't like the prices and I would 
refer to each Counci lumber to help solve the problem and advise 
us whether we vote on it or not. If there is no other choice get 
you can't build then our hands are tied. But if there's ary- 
other options then each Councilmaober would probably have to 
vQtch his or her neighborhood to see what we're voting far. 


Mr. Leger: 


I will be hapy towork with ary member of Council to look 
at loc atio ns within their area, to take suggestions and to get 
iiput fron them and t he i r constituents about locations of the 
center to meet the needs of the center. The Adninistration's 
policy on t his is to do this as cost effectively as 
under the current location res tr aints that we have in sane of 
these neighborhoods. We want to spend the lowest am unt of 
money for the best possible location. If that maang relocating 
a center and building, if that's the cost effective thing to do 
that's what we're looking at. There are places where we are 
looking at things like that and to do a major relocation, if it 
involves property acquisition, renovation or construction can be 
a three-year project. So because we're locked into a lease for 
two or three years does not mean ve're not doing sanething now. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

We don't have a choice. If we don't vote for this you 
close them up and it hurts our seniors. 
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Mr. Leger: 

That's correct. We're looking far authorization to pay 
leases. 


Mr. O'Co nno r: 


My point is, instead of being here the last hour, if we're 
here in May and I trust Counci lman Cusick will work with you and 
corns in and advise us but if he doesn't, we all have to be on 
top of it so 15 days from new if don't sign it the seniors 
are out of a place and we didn't do our homework. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREERRED BY: MRRY RJMNE HRDSEA 
STENCTYFE REPORTER 
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(BEGINNING - MS. MCDONALD'S AND MR. COHEN'S COMMENTS ON BTTJ. NO. 
1116/ WEDNESDAY, 1/25/95) 

Ms. McDonald: 

I think that I had wanted to say I'm very pleased with the 
re c ept ion that uy fellow colleagues have given to this whole 
resolution and I look forward to it being a very prominent 
designation within the conmunity, it's a nice thing to do. And 
also in talking with same of the folks that look over these 
historic proposals, this is only one or two churches that have 
this designation and just the dialogue surrounding a bill that 
we had just finally ap pro v ed yesterday on Calvary Episcopal 
Church, when you think about a lot of our churches throughout 
the City of Pittsburgh we have sane gorge ou s s tructu res within 
the City of Pittsburgh and I was surprised that there are not 
more churches that are being — that have sought this type of 
designation. So church folks, I'd urge you, if you have a 
beautiful building there is only a few that have this 
designation. I think it's a designation that is deserved fxan 

-many of our churches and I'd urge than to apply for this as 

well. 


Mr. Cohen: 

I want to add ity support for this designation and thank 
Ccruncilwanan McDonald far bringing it forward to us. The 
Greater Faith Tabernacle Church of God in Christ is a true 
landmark in Hcmevrood and it's a lancfcnark for the City of 
Pittsburgh. I'm glad to have heard from the Historic Review 
Connussion that it's a historic lancknark and has architectural 
history and character to it and obviously we all know it fran it 
being the home, really the true home of Reverend Duane Adrian 
Parkins so for all those reasons I think it's a great hin and 
I'm glad that we're supp ort ing it unanimously. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HRU5KA 
ST33J0TYFE REP OR T ER 
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(BEGINNXW3 - CXKBOI MEMBERS' CCMEKTS ON BT US NO. 1394 & 1395 
WEENESDMT, 1/25/95) 

The Chair: 


There was a public hearing held on January 11,1995 on both 
bills. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Motion to ap pro v e. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I'd like to move to amend Bill No. 1395 by substitution. 
Mr. Ricciardi: 


Second. 

Which motion prevailed. 


The Chair: 

I understand that's in f ro nt of us, the amendment. It was 
on the table before we walked in here and it has been seconded. 
We have a motion to amend Bill No. 1395 by substitution. All in 
favor? Opposed? The ayes have it. Both bills are still on the 
table, 1395 as amended. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Motion to ap p r o v e. 

Mr. Bertzberg: 

Second far discussion. 


The Chair: 


At this time I'd like to have the Executive Director, Mr. 
Costa cane to the table. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Deputy Mayor Sirabella, do you want to cane to the table? 
Mr. Sirabella: 

I'll sit here but I am not talking. 
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The Chair: 


We are not voting. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I'll defer to Valerie since she's on the Parking Authority 
Board. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. Again, the Parking Authority’ as being a m at te r 
of the Parking Authority Board, that there have been a number of 
meetings that had been held not only at the board level but also 
with the enplqyees who would be affected. In fact, there was a 
meeting about a *reek ago and I attended. I rai» in a little 
late since I had to be at another meeting previous to that. My 
feeling is that there was a little more at ease. I think that 
the people here, the l ad i es and the gentlemen that were there, 
they were more at ease because many of their questions were 
answered. I assured them as being on the board and what I did 
is that I broke it dcwn — sometimes I get a little blunt but I 
said, "Look here. I'm the elected official. You're in iry 
district, you elect me. He** is it going to look far ne if I sit 
there and screw you on the Parking Authority Board and you don't 
end up with a job or you get the short end of the stick and then 
I have to look at your mug every day as the elec ted official 
knowing what's going to happen in that voting booth." I told 
than I have a vested interest in making sure that those people 
are taken care of. I firmly believe and I can assure that they 
yifl be treated not only with the same level but I think a 
better level of respect, there will be less bureaucracy through 
the Public Safety, there will be more of a cK n ort f-rrmniTY j r> at- ■? rm 
to their superiors and again it's like the Kentucky Fried 
Chicken coranercial — that's all they'll do is parking. There 
will be no more officials to report to. They are only going to 
do parking and the people that they work for likewise only do 
parking. So I'm very comfortable with this, I'm anxious to hear 
fran iry colleagues, though. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

The topic of subcontracting out seme services has np a 
few times because I know you currently do subco nt ract out for 
seme of these same services. What are we doing with that? 

Mr. Costa: 

We have one year remaining in that contract with the 
Par king Aut hority and under the union negotiations for the code 
enforcement officers through AFSCME, there's a clause in there 
stating cannot subcontract their work out. 
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Mr. Hertzberg: 

There are no plans. 

Mr. Costa: 

No. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

1 will be voting in favor of this for a number of reasons. 
When you look at the — I know everyone is scared to change and 
there's no question that is what is going on here. People that 
have been working for the City for a long time and suddenly 
they're being u p r o ot ed and mo v ed but the big picture for them I 
think if you are going to have exactly the sane job but with a 
new company so to speak and your new company is actually a lot 
sm all er in size, I think there's actually a benefit there to 
these people where I think you have a great de al of difficulty 
talking with the Mayor on a regular basis but I don't think that 
is going to be the case here with the Parking Authority where 
you hav e a iruch analler number of enplcyees, much better 
opportunity to get to kxxxr e v er y bod y fran the bottom through the 
top and to work together and that's going to work for the 
bet trrtivm t. of everybody. There's going to be a lot more control 
and a lot more flexibility and a lot more ability to with 
sane of the parking en for conent prcblans that we have. 

Die S ol int er has pronounced all of the legal questions not 
to be questions that there's legal authority for doing 1 of 
this i n cl udin g usage of the police radio, stations and citing 
people for state as vrell as local violations. 


As far as the fact that Council is losing mn t iT>l over this 
area, we're losing control over employees only. We still will 
set the amount of fines and X don't see any plan out 

there fran the Actau ni stration to try to get rid of these 
positions or to privitize it or anything like that. This 
Administration to me has been 100 perce n t up front an all 

they've been 100 percent trustworthy and if there's some 
hidden agenda I don't know about it and they have ny confidence 
and if they ever do sansthing that is not trustworthy that's 
going to be totally different but every piece of legislation 
that we get has a potentia l for a hidden agenda and a potential 
for abuse and if vre *^re going to sit here and second guess 
about hidden conspiracies and hidden agendas, we'd pass 
absolutely nothing. This city's legislative p roc e ss would cone 
to a halt and I see no reason to do that today and X see oily 
benefits here and I'm in favor of it. 
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Mr. Cohen: 


I will be voting no on this transfer. It has nothing to do 
with hidden agendas, it has nothing to do with trust. I have a 
great deal of trust in this administration and I don't believe 
there is any hidden agenda. What it has to do with is whether 
or not I believe in xny position as a Councilperson that this is 
a-good policy move for the City. I voted far the transfer of 
the W&ter Dep artmen t to the Water and Sewer Authority because I 
believe that it will increase efficiency and lower costs. I am 
not convinced that this will happen here and the major 

concerns that I have are enforcement, accountability and job 
sec uri ty. 

On the enforcement issue I think the current enforcement by 
our parking patrol enforcement officers is v er y strong- On the 
street, on the scofflaw patrol, the s tr ee t cleaning patrolarci 
in permit parking areas and I am concerned that that the 
enforcement over time could decrease through mrwarii -irfertjpp . 

Also, over time I mean that because remember, this is a 
permanent transfer to the Parking Authority and I have as I say 
a great deal of faith in this Administration and I also have a 
great deal of faith in Guy Costa and ever y bod y else who is 
asso ciated with the Parking Authority but this is happening in a 
way that is far many many years long after all of the 
individuals that I mentioned will go on to even higher jobs. So 
this is something that we have to look at fimi a ve r y jnpg tenn. 

The parking patrol en fo rcement officers work closely with 
the Police Department. It is not easy hping an enf o icanen t 
o ff icer sometimes there are harassed when they are writing 
tickets they'll call on the police and the p"fl ^ will show up 
very quickly and they really vrark hand-in-hand with the police 
and that is one of the reasons why it should not be taken out of 
the Public Safety Department. I would hope that if this does 
pass that the relationship will continue even though the 
enforcement officers will be out of the Public Safety 
Department. 

I knot I have mentioned this several times. That is that I 
have five permit parking areas in ny district. I'm happy with 
the enfarcsnent as it is and I'm worried that en for ce ment could 
change and over time I fear that residents, at least in the 
psrrnit parking areas that I'm familiar with in ny district would 
not be able to fine parking like they have in the past. 

The second issue is accountability and I am conc e rned that 
transferring this division to an outside agency will provide 
less accountabil i ty. As I said, the people who are there now I 
have worked very ***11 with and I think they will do a good job 
but I do think that years down the road that accountability 
could erode. One of the reasons I say that is even in the 
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cooperation agreeme nt there is only one example out of a 16-page 
cooperation agreement, there is only one small paragraph about 
pennit parking and that is Paragraph 2 C and there isn't 
anything that addre ss es how to deal with carpi flints, how 
carpiaints would be handled, what type of oversight there would 
be and I am conce rn ed that there rosy not be as much focus on 
residential permit parking at the Parking Authority as there 
would be under Public Safety. 

The last point that conc e rns me is job secur i ty. This 
Council has been very str ong in addressing that issue and I want 
to thank the Administration and thank the Parking Authority and 
Valerie McDonald for meeting with the enforcenent officers, I 
think at least once or maybe twice since our last meeting and I 
do think that has made than feel more comfortable. I also 
believe that the amendknerxts that Valerie McDonald put forward 
are good amendments and there will certainly improve the job 
security si tuat io n but still I think there are unanswered 
questions. There are 29 parking patrol enf or cg n ent officers who 
do a terrific job. They wear a public safety uniform, they have 
really a terrific amount of pride in their work and I have 
gotten to law them through this process and I'm just really 
impressed by the pride that they have in their job. I hope that 
the p ride will continue if the bill passes but I am worried that 
with a three-year contract you don't know what is going to 
happen after that three-year c ont ract and I think there are 
unansvrexed questions about benefits, part-time work, the whole 
seniority system. That came up at the last meeting that we had 
here and I trust Mr. Costa that you will answer those questions 
far them hut at the sa me time we don't know what is going to 
happen at the end of that three-year co ntr act. So for those 
reasons I will be voting no. I do think it's a risk to nake 
changes to a division that e very bod y agrees does an excellent 
job. it may well be that enforc e m e nt, accountability and job 
security will improve with this transfer but it msy ajm he that 
those itans will decline and I am not willing to take the risk. 
It's like a parking meter itself. If it ain't broke we 
shouldn't fix it. Thank you. 


Mr. O'Co nn o r ; 

I have a fw questions. On the amendment the City will 
provide bid—back rights to collective bargaining agreement far 
the transfer of union enplcyees should the function of the union 
employee be sub-contracted. There is no tine on this. In other 
words, is this going to go on forever? 


Mr. Sixabella: 


You are asking a specific question of bid back rights? 
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Mr. Costa: 


Until 2004. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

50 **? ,re guaranteed that you would not go out and hire a 
private people until then or if you did they would bid back. 

Mr. Costa: 

Right. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

SanaAere along our discussions I thought we mario an 
agreement that there was going to be a three-year option that we 
would not hire ary rent-a-meters or whatever you want to i-aii 


-Mr. Costa: 

Right now they were under an existing thr o e- y e a r contract 
111 1398 a * 1 * agreed to negotiate with the City 
a nd the W ater Authority and the Parking Authority on a new 
agreaient for those employees. That is something we can 
negotiate in the contract 


Mr. O'Connor: 


our discuss ions with the enplcyees I believe we 
~ ^‘* UL V he*® 'verbally that although they have three-year 
f f~ *”7 * rere saying you vrould not go out and subcontract 
thatwadc for at least three years. 

The Chair: 

i« ? C ? e ^_ J ' our inter Pretation. ly interpretation 

is that th e bid ba ck rights would stay with these transfer 

fo ^T er - .leaning the ones that are transferred would 
t*® optj^jo bid back regardless of when or if and 
ew there was a subcontrac ting out and I would hope that's the 
**? Sou re concerned about the three years? To me that 

~ “ ■*««- .» 

Mr. O'Connor: 

thov ^>f lpl 2' e f S ?f® vrorried ths y “ant to be meter operators, 
2 _ be truck drivers or Police officersmd i 
^£^i£fa£L fZT “ least the ones over 50 I woul^gine 
WQrrisd about 30 b security in saying they need at least ^ 
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six — one of our agreement s was six years that their job — the 
only way their job would be taken, is if you wuld go out and 
subcontract it. 

Mr. Costa: 

we said we wouldn't do it and also if they stay with the 
City they wouldn't have the guarantee in three years and it 
would be negotiated in. their contract. 

Tb answer Mr. Onorato/s question, we decided nine years and 
that's why came up with 2004. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

I thought vre agreed that at least for six years you would 
not look at or go out and bid for private op erat ors but right 
nw it's three years. 

Mr. Costa: 

Right. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I'll check o ver the transcript but I rniw i fw i a three-year 
ad diti on and that was what the employees requested at one of our 
meetings and I thought it was brought up. 

Another question on employees, what do we have 20 full and 
9 or 10 part time? 


Mr. Costa: 

It's 19 full time and 11 part time. 


Mr. O'Connor: 


One of the questions they're cono pr-noH about, as they go 
over — let's talk about the full time. Hie 19 full time will 
keep their seniority. 


Mr. Costa: 


That is in there - 
Mr. O'Connor: 


Hot* about the 11 part time? 
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Mr. Costa: 


Bley- have an in-house seniority p rogram and we will take a 
look at it. We'll look at seniority for scheduling of vacation 
time and we can take a look at it when we hire full 
employees. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

We need a little more guarantee. You've mentioned that _ 

of course you operate same of the lots on Sundays and Ig fo r 
nights, right? 

Mr. Costa: 

Right. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I an l ooking a t a positive for these eiployees and it would 
create mace opportunity for mare writers whether it be Saturday 
night or Sunday afternoons. So I think what we are asking far 
at the end of th e year if you're not bidding than out will these 
11 -“ and according to seniority and presuming they're doing a 
good job, would they be el igib le — the question came if you 
have part time of fcur or five years, sane part tiirerg have one 
or two. 


Mr. Costa: 


We will take a look at it and I believe you're asking in 
reference to finhorin’i -jpg puzposes. 

Mr- O'Connor: 


Although sane people inajr not like the schedule if vou're 
new tha t's too bad but the idea is that there's a greater 
ttp uLUm iQr for wtk. My question is if they are doing the iob 
aid creating the revenue and you need than full which I 

ff* 1 * “ j £y° u "“age Lt - you're going to need 

thes® 11 full tame and maybe mace and that's how I see it. Will 
these 11 an seniority have first option to take the full-time 
job? 


Mr. Costa: 


The policy we have at the Parking Authority, we encouraqe 
part-tame aiployees to apply far full-time positions when they 
becane avau abte. Ye s, they'll have the potential to becrreT 
ruil-tame enforcement officers and also the potential to become 
full-tame enplqyees throughout the authority. Maybe as a 
maintenance laborer or as a collector or as a neter repairman or 
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maybe even an acco un tant based on the qualifications so they 
will have that pot e n t i a l. In past experience in the Parking 
Authority is that vre have encouraged and hired people as 
part-time aiployees and mo v ed than up through the ranks. 

Mr. O'Co n nor: 

That's the first good thing I heard. There's probably more 
opportunity for than to move up then. 


Mr. Costa: 

And also they can bid back into the City too. * 

Mr. O'Co nn or: 

Most of than don't want to bid back in the city but because 
they like what they are doing. 


Mr. Costa: 

By moving up to the Authority they pick up those extra 
options in the event that the Authority would hire additional 
personn el and again, since I've been there and we can hire and 
promote from within through the part-time employees. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

How many jobs do you have? 

Mr. Costa: 

Currently we have 33 employees. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

These are mostly union jobs. 

Mr. Costa: 

The attendants in the garages are union but there are 
openings that they could apply for as well as if there's a need 
for additional meter people. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

The question came up the repairing of the meters. They 
felt and I knew a lot of it is vandalism. Are you going to be 
able to do a better job? 
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Mr. Costa: 


I have an organizational chart and if I could explain how 
we feel this will benefit the City as well as the Parking 
Authority. 

The Cteir: 

Councilman O'Connor has the floor. If you would like to 
see the chart we can bring it forward. I want to make sure that 
we're as open as possible here because of the finality of our 
transfer. 


Mr. Costa: 


Under this proposed consolidation with all of the 
opera tion s u ndpr the Barking Authority, we have the Board ~of— 
Direc tors for th e Barking Authority, Executive Director and 
“three departinents; Engineering Operations and Finance. Under 
the Operations Division we prepose that the i*»rtring enforcement 
will be a section of the operations where we'll be Q ff 

street, our parking lots, on street and the enfo r c au ent for the 
Residential Parking Permit Program. Also under Operations is 
our Meter Operations. Currently if the meter enfan t. ..! 
officers have a conce rn about a broken meter or a jared neter 
theyput it down in writing and give it to the supervisor, net" 

Under our proposal ty being 
they will be able to tell that day at the end of 
that "Hey, a meter on Fifth 

Avenue, 1555 Fifth Avenue has been jamned, <-r»i l d we rend 
s^ody up there?" And the very reset day veTs^i^Lre 
there to repair that meter. 


(AT THIS POINT, I WAS TEMPORARILY RELIEVED BY hftbm l. rruBEL) 

(COnTNOED ON EEXT PAGE Wim NO mpp (F GONCEST) 

MARY ANTE HRUSKA 
STENOTYPE REPOWi y ; ^ 
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(COUNCIL'S CCNTINUED COMENTS ON bttj.c; hq. 1394 & 1395) 


Hr. Costa: 

That is important for us, because on average in 
the city parking meters gener a te anywhere fran $5.00 per 
day up to $20.00 per day. It is inrartarrt far us that 
each day we keep that meter walking far the additional 
r e venu es for us. 

We have another chart in reference to 
co mpl a in ts I want to address, too. Can I have it, 
please? 


The other benefit*we have by consolidating the 
programs together, currently if sa neon e calls about a 
broken meter and they call the parking enforcement 
office, they fill out a form that is a sunmaxy sheet. 

Hie very next day go up to the enforcement office, 
pick up the sunmary sheet, bring it back down. And then 
on the third day we send a repairman out to check those 
meters. On the fourth day, we send back the sunnary 
sheet to the enforcement office, art. on the fifth day 
they notify the carpi a inant if it is actually a 
legitimate janned meter, b roken meter. Under our plan 
you call the Pittskwrgh Parking Authority, we take the 
sheet that day or the next day, we will send a repaiman 
out to collect that meter. When he back in, we 

will be able to notify the ccmplainant. So what we are 
doing is are eliminating a process that nomelly 
right now takes five days to two days. Each day is a 
lost day and it is lost revenues for the city and the 
Authority. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

The average citizens who finds a janned neter, 
at lease when I do, I feel I lucky. So we usually don't 
report it. 


Mr. Costa: 

No, you normally don't. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

What happens when the meter operator, presuming 
they find it? 


Mr. Costa: 


When they find it, they will report it at the 
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end of their shift- They will r eport it back to their 
supervisor saying, "Hey, I will give you a list of 
janraed meters and where they are located at. H The very 
next day the operations director will schedule the work 
for the meter operations to repair those meters. 

Mr- O'Connor: 

It should be a one day turn around? 

Mr. Costa: 

It will be a one day turnover. It is ver y 
inpartant that we work closely with the meter 
enforcement officers, beca u se they are our eyes and 
out there. We have eight crews out throughout the city 
r epair ing meters on a daily and the meter 

enforcanent officers, or code enforcement officers, see 
the individuals who are jarnning the meters. We need to 
wark tog et her to mate it possible. 

Keep in mind, the Authority's p urpos e is to 
turn over parking spaces, if you got a jamned meet for 
a day, chances are saneone is going to park there all 
day until that meter is repaired. The enfcrrceient 
officers can't tag you. Again, it is important that we 
work together. 

Mr. O'Connor: 


If a person puts 50 cents in a mptpr and only 
get 40 minutes, that happens, and then you get a ticket. 


Mr, Costa: 

In the event that that happens, that that 
indi v i d u a] will call the Parking Authority, we will said 
sateens out the very next day to see if it is true. If 
it is true, the ticket will beccme void. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

You will work with the Traffic Court and say — 
Mr. Costa: 

Right. 


Mr. O'Connor: 


Now it takes a while. Ifcey will throw it out. 
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but it takes a while to check it. 


Mr. Costa: 


Right. What is happening now is they are 
notifying Tr affic Court, Traffic Court is notifying the 
en f o r csnent officer, they are notifying us. We are 
talking two or three days. Under the consolidation, 
will be able to do it the sane day. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

My other question is str e et cleaning. I have 
defended the anplcyees I think quite a bit here. Street 
cleaning came up and they trcre conce rn ed, I knew, about 
only having eight vehicles and needing more. Are they 
all available? 

Ms. Mnw : 

Yes. The enployees raised an issue that vro had 
not considered, and it was a good point. In deciding 
hew mazy 1 cars, vehicles, that the Authority would need, 
we did not acc ount for the pr oced u re they c urr en t ly use 
for street cleaning where they have to follow the str e et 
cleaning car. So we, the city, have agreed to make 
other additional cars available through its pool far 
street cleaning. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

You bring up a good point. I don't think I am 
prepared to vote far this today. 

At least two years ago we had a hearing where 
our s tr ee t s aren 't being cleaned. I can verify that. 
They vare doing a terrible job. They are doing better. 
One of the reasons was they felt they were losing 60 
percent of their time. They were losing 60 percent of 
their time becaus e the street sweeper oper at o r was 
waiting far the ticket writer. In other wards, if there 
were two cars that needed a ticket, he would stop, wait 
for than to write taro tickets, and then m o ve an. That 
way a lot of our streets weren't being cleaned. Again, 
ridiculous, and I hoped it stopped now. 

But second, probably one of the biggest 
complaints I get fron constituents — and I am sure you 
all hear it — is why do ve need a driver, a chauffeur 
and someone writing a ticket in a city car, especially 
with the computers? Now, I understand they are Public 
Works anployees, and I was always told, "When somebody 
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is down, we cut a lot of Public Works people, they are 
laid offj. didn't have street op e r ato rs to clean the 

streets," et cetera. Now I find out he or is 
chauffeuring a meter operator around. Again, I would 
rather see that Public Works p ers on be doing something 
else besides chauffeuring a meter op erat or around. They 
may not like what I am saying, but with the computer 
operator, if they either d riv e, park the car and write 
the ticket — I don't know, is there a law that they 
have to be right behind the sweeper? If there is, I 
think we should change it. These are challenges that I 
vrould like to know how we address before I can s upport 
it. 


Mr. Costa: 

I believe the Public Works onployees who 
actually are chauffeuring are on light duty for Public 
Works and that is one of their jobs that they do. The 
reason you have two, you have one driver and one 
issuing the tickets, is to keep up with the s tr ee t 
s*re^)er. It is a lot easier if you have sa nebo dy 
writing the tickets while you have somebody else 
driving, and that way they are moving a lot quicker with 
the street cleaning. 

Mr. O'Co nnor : 

If they are light duty, that might be a good 

job. 

_ ®ie other question is hopefully the street 

cleaners don't wait, because we have 30 , 40 s tr ee t s out 
there that need cleaned and they are waiting to write a 
ticket, to me doesn't make any sense. 

I have sane questions again on the three years. 
I will abstain today. I have mixed emotions about this, 
^believe it is a good move for the eiplcyees if it is 
done right and I think it is easier far you, a snail 
group, to m anage it. I am frustrated, though, why the 
cipr cannot manage these types of operations better. In 
the past, and not just this Administration, but in the 
past, it frustrates me why we can't do a better job. 

Mr. Qnorato: 

Is that it, Mr. O'Connor? Councilman 
Ricciardi. 
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Mr. Ricciardi: 


Thank you, Mr. Chainnan. I am in full support 
of this transfer. I have been far the past seve ral 
weeks. 

First of all, I think it is going to be good 
for the City of Pittsburgh, good for the Authority and 
good for the employees. The reason I believe it is 
going to be good for the City of Pittsburgh, that 
presently this is a very inportant service that our 
parking enforcanent enplcyees do, and that is 
enfarcenent of parking. Horever, I believe in Public 
Safety that our main focus should be solving cttHtw* and 
prevention of crime. By taking this bureau out 

of Public Safety, it is going to allow the Chief the 
others to concentrate an what is really inportaxxt in the 
Department of Public Safety. 

I believe the transfer is also going to be good 
for the Authority, because now, presently the Authority 
is under new leadership. Executive Director Guy Costa, a 
new txvtu' d of di vectors, Valene McDonald, and they are 
looking at larc^r issues, and the issues they are 
looking at is the creation of additional parking 
throughout the City of Pittsburgh. In doing that, you 
have to see the entire pic ture , cne spoke of the entire 
picture, big picture, is the enfarcanent issue. That is 
the reason I believe that is how you gather efficiency 
in government and that is what I believe streamlining is 
about and that is why that should be moved over. 

I also think it is going to be good for the 
employees. True, people say they only have protection 
under the certain — the agreanent for three years. 

Well, that raild remain the same if they were with the 
City of Pittsburgh. Once the agreanent expires in three 
years, they are back at gro und zero. 

If you look at the manorandum from Diego Korea 
to Linda Johnson, you will see during of tern of this 
agreanent the employer will not subcon tra ct any pi Mic 
vrark for them by the employees co v ered by this 
agreanent. This was really a victory for AFSQflE in 
terms of the protection of their union anplcyees; 
sonething that did not occur here in the City of" 
Pittsburgh. 

Also, this is very important in the next three 
years: "Contracts or subcontracts currently in effect 
shall not be renewed after their expiration date." The 
leadership of AFSCME was able to get this in the 
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contract- This is going to be good far the eiplcyees. 

In all likelihood, those 11 part time employees, or at 
least a group of than, are going to became, I believe, 
full time; something that they would not have witnessed 
here in the City of Pittsburgh* As a matter of fact, 
many of those FT's, those part enfoaccanent 
officers, have been part time for several years. And we 
knew what the budget is like. In all likelihood, they 
would not have become full time. I am saying that I 
believe that the full ti mers have to be aware and have 
to be cognizant of the interest of the part - Hmarg and 
vre have to make the move over, because I think they are 
going to beeaxe full time. 

Again, I think it is going to be good for all 
three, and that is the City of Pitt sburgh / the Authority 
and the enployees. I think it is a good con tract which 
was negotiated for the aplcyees by AFSOE. I think the 
part ti mers are going to be full time. It is g oi ng to 
give ay Costa a chance to look at the bigger, bigger 
picture. It is going to take this responsibility away 
fron Chief Buford, because ultimately he was overseeing 
this. He is the Chief of Police. I would ra t her him 
out there fighting, quote, "the real crime," than 
worrying about parking meters. 

I take the opposite approach to ny one 
coll eague, Mr. Cohen, who brings out same very, very 
good points. The question is the meter is probably not 
broken, and I agree with that. Ho w e v e r , I think it is 
time t hat get new meters here in the City of 
Pitts burgh, something a little more up to date, 
salt thing called streamlining city government, 
reinventing city government, and that is what I think 
the Murphy Atfcrinistraticn is trying to do. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. Good morning. First of all, I 
think that the other night we had a little neeting here, 
sanewhat caught off guard meeting, with several of the 
aiplcyees. They bro u g h t up sane good points. And in 
talking with the Solicitor, I think that for the most 
part, the eiplcyees are sanewhat fearful of the 
transfer- Understandably, because it is what our 
Solicitor called it, is the city has become a safe spot 
for than and they are going somewhere where they really 
don't know what is going to happen. 

We had just spoken a few minutes ago. I liked 
what she said the other day: You can break this down to 
three different areas; that is, that there is a business 
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decision that has to be made/ there are operation 
decisions that have to be made and there are personnel 
decisions. The eiplcyees very much should be conc e rned 
with the per so nnel decisions that are going to be made. 

I think that you have, Mr. Costa, tried to 
ansrar to the best of your ability those questions 
without misleading the employees. I, too, rauld like to 
see the 11 part time — for you to seme way ensure the 
11 part timers that they would be the ones that would, 
if you rare to expand your full time positions, that 
they would have first shot at it, I krw that you can't 
do that because of the collective bargaining agreement. 
But what I did rant to say is for the most part, I hope 
that you will continue to talk with these and try to 
reassure them that you are committed to seeing that they 
continue to work far the Parking Authority. I think 
that will h appen . 

Someone said about the operations and what is 
going to happen in this instance, in that instance, and 
I think that you have made a wise decision in having 
Rich Balotta administer their duties, because I know 
Rich has the facts and a good record with the Parking 
Authority. I think he will do an outstanding job in 
being their s u per vi sor. I think also that Rich will 
care about their needs in regards to their employment, 
and I think that he will soke sure that you are aware of 
those needs. And also that he is from the 29th Ward. 

But I an going to go ahead and vote because I 
am very confident that the Parking Authority will take 
care of these employees. I am very confident that our 
Councilranan, Valerie McDonald, will look out far than, 
and that whome v e r is on Council at that time will lock 
out for than and be their voice, too. Thank you. 


Mr. Gnorato: 


Councilnan O'Connor. 

Mr. O'Co nnor : 

I will abstain, but I have a few questions that 
I want to meet with Councilwcman McDonald and you, and I 
am sure you will probably ansrar ny questions. 

What if — and this naybe even goes to the 
Water Department. I presume you axe going to manage it 
better, or I wouldn't be talking as much. You have a 
good career record. What would happ en if, for whatever 
reason, you were off building new parking garages and 
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didn't, pay such attention to this and it just didn't 
work, the revenues were dropping and you we r e n't paying 
attention? What options do we have legally? 

Mr. Costa: 

As Ccxmcil, you can facing back the program. 

Mr. O'Connar: 

legally in tw years, whatever, we could always 
faring it back? 


Mr. Gnorato: 

I have a few cements and sane questions. 

First let me just say that Mr. Ferlo who was 
against the transfer, he is not here today because he is 
under the weather. He has been running with the flu I 

-guess the last couple days, and I just think that is 

iapartant that we mention why he is not here. I am sure 
he will have time to respond before the final vote. 

let me just say why I support the transfer. I 
have said it many times, but I want to put it on the 
record again today. 

Currently the way the system works I think is 
inefficient. You have three different departments 
overseeing one area. I always use the eacagplg on North 
Side, where if you have a public Parking Authority lot, 
you have public Parking Authority enfarcanent officials 
enforcing the meters; if you are doling with pennit 
parking, you have the Department of City PI aiming; and 
if you are dealing with meters just on our streets, you 
are dealing with the Public Safety Department. 

I believe if we are going to have a Parking 
Authority, we should put all parking functions under one 
roof and I think this will streamline and neke it more 
e fflcioit for the taxpayers and residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

I met several times with the anplcyees and the 
employees had sene questions. I was very honest with 
than and told than I support this upfront. They know 
where I stand. Hoover, they had some questions that I 
told than I would bring up today. Same of than have 
been talked about, but I want to just touch on than to 
make sure we are all on the same page and ad dres s their 
concerns. 
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Ote bid-back rule, once again, I have the 
information in fr on t of me on the piece of legislation 
on No. 4. So I understand this, the way it is warded, 
"The city will provide bid-back rights in the collective 
bargaining agreement for the transfer of union employees 
should the functions of a union employees be 
su b co ntr acted." Just so I understand this, we are 
saying that right now are giving it nine years. X 
don't know if this is .to Mr. Costa or the Solicitor, if 
you want to explain to me the bid-back rights in this 
particular paragraph, what does it mean. 


Ms. Morrow: 

First of all, there will be s ub co ntra c t ing for 
three years, and that is a tern and condition of 
employment, so it is a bargainable issue. 

Mr. Qnarato: 

Otet answers Mr. O'C onn o r 's question. So you 
have a three year guarantee of no subcontracting 
acc ord i n g to the collective bargaining agreement? 


Ms. Morrow: 

New, bid-back rights is also actually a term 
and condition of employment and should be in the 
collective bargaining. But to respon d to the concern s 
of the enployees, the Parking Authority has explicitly 
provided in the Cooper at ion Agree men t for bid-back 
rights for nine years. And they can speak to the 
rationale for that. 

So they are getting bid-back rights beyond 
their con tr act tenn. 


Mr. Qn orat o: 

Right. 

(Whereupon, Mary Anne Hruska resumed repo rt ing 
this meeting.) 

Transcribed by: Helen L- Kriebel 

Relieving Stereotype Reporter 
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The Chair: 


I also recognize that currently without the transfer there 
is no guarantees to these individuals and the City could have 
subcontracted out and eliminated the positions also, however the 
fact that they're with the City they felt more secured and 
rightfully so because there was more to bid around and looking 
^the Pa rking Authority knowing the track 1 e* 7 j tm 1 * of prior years 
subcc/i iU. b n jL in g out you can see why they're concerned. If you 
want to addressed the nine year issue. 


Nr. Costa: 

That was a number we came up with and we can bring it back 
to the board and discuss it and we can neke it as long as those 
employees are with the Parking Authority. We can take that tprm 
out. We can take the 2004 date out. 


Th& Chair: 

We will address that issue before the final vote. The 
other q ue stion they brought up about bid back which I thought 
was interesting and I didn't think of it fran this angle. If 
the scenario played out where it was subcon tr acted out, what 
would these enplcyees have a right to bid back into? The reason 
to me was that t heir AFSCilE union, we don't have parking 
enforcement officers aiy longer, what are we opening 15 ) to them? 
What are same possibilities? How could this work? If you 
haven't thought about it yet maybe this is something we can 
answer fcy Tuesday too. I want to make sure that there is 
something there to bid back into. 


Ms. Morro w s 

Ihe anstrer is that they would have to qualify for one of 
the city jobs that there are probably a number of city jobs that 
they could qu alif y for and we can give examples of that. 

The Chair: 


Which could be different departments and then we would take 
into consideration their seniority and who can hid into what. 

Ms. Morrow: 

We did that for Zoo employees in connection with the 
transfer. We gave than the opportunity to bid back to city jobs 
and so we went throughout the city and tried to find sene 
employment that would match their skills. 
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The Chair: 


The other issue, talked about the part-time employees. 
What do you see happening irmediately with the part-time 
enployees? Are they caning over too? 


Mr. Costa: 


Yes. 


The Chair: 

The m os t rece nt meeting I had with the employees they had a 
couple issues. One was the — currently the City respects the 
seniority within the part time. Meaning if s omebod y was part 
time for three years, so meone was part time for one year 
assuming that they qualify. If you brought on so mebod y new they 
t rie d to give it to the one that was here three years — I would 
hope that we could folic** that type of seniority and respec t 
that seniority within the part time* division. 


Mr. Costa: 

Yes, ve do that currently with our part-time snplcyees. 

The Chair: 

Okay. The other issue. Once we move them over, you have 
right nv your Parking Authority lots and we have the City the 
way it stands c urrent ly. When we merg e we'll have one 
individual let's say East Ohio S tr ee t . I have East Ohio S tr ee t 
and then I have the parking lot. Will we have the one pgrfl o ri 
doing both? What wDuld h ap p en with the arirKtionaj work? 


Mr. Costa: 

I can show you. 


The Chair: 


Sine. 


Mr. Costa: 

This is a typical situation throughout the city, we have 
this in Shadyside, Bloomfield, Lawrenceville, Northside, Mt. 
Washingt on a nd Beechview. What we have currently is we have on 
our off-street lots have a security co mp any issuing tickets 
011 the off-street lots. Police Bureau tags and the parking on 
the meters and the residential parking through the Planning 
Department which handles residential. Currently, if you are 
doing residential you can't do a meter or do a lot but under our 
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proposal once we take it over ve will have new zones throughout 
the city. This is an exanple of a zone. We'll have one 
individual doing one — one of the transferred enployees doing 
the lots, the meters and the residential parking so they will 
have more defined zones than what they have cuxently. 

The Chair: 

the issue will be when this current contracting out 
ay. caic nt is expired I think in another year, the Parking 
Authority Board and ve will have a Gounciliasnter on there, right 
now it is Cduncilwanan McDonald. We will have a c ri tical 
decision to make at that point, do co v er this increased work 
with full-time anployees or with suhoou Lragt 7ra j out and that's 
whenthe big rub is going to hit and the big issue is going to 
go because we either can eliminate subcontracting altogether and 
actually hire more of the part timers and increase the fuITtjune 
or the status quo or it can go the other direction and 
start eliminating full time etployees and that is the decision 
that will have to be node. 


Mr. Costa: 

When the contract is up we wouldn't renew the contract 
because can't u nder the contract with AESOJE. There's a 
possibility that more people would be needed to be hired based 
on our needs. 

The Chair: 

You said ycxi vrould or would not renew. 


Mr. Costa: 


We would not renew. 


The Chair: 


So that's even better news. So for the full-time arplcyees 
transferred if they're listening that's critical to hear 
we have a camitment here that we're not even going to 
renew the subcontracting agreement that is in existence right 
now which just by it's nature someone has to pick up what 
they're doing right now. 


Mr. Costa: 


We are g oing to re-assign zones, are going to take a 
lo °k at it. Seine of them may say that they will be doing more 
vrork. Not necessarily. You may be covering a smart<*r territory 
than you're covering now. J 
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The Chair: 


An y other discussion? Me will have a roll call on the 

bill. 


RXL CALL 

AYES 5 NOES 1 ABSTAIN 1 

The Chair: 


The bill has an affirmative recannendation far the final 
vote far Tuesday. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HKUSKA 
STHCTSPE REPORTER 
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Thank you, Mr. President At this 
time I would like to call a few people 
forward. Everyone here involved with the 
Goods for Guns Program, please come 
forward and stand over here. And as they 
are walking forward, we have Philip 
Dacey from the Pittsburgh Police Gun 
Task Force, Dr. Matt Masiello from 
Allegheny General Hospital, Pediatrics, 
Mr. Jack Hess from the North Side 
Partnership, Gloria Scon, with Parents 
Against Violence, Robin Brandt, 
Pittsburgh Police, Zone 1 on the North 
Side, Pam Wigley, Allegheny General 
Hospital and Renee Pavlik, Allegheny 
General Hospital. 

A lot of you might recall the 
program that was noted as the Goods for 
Guns during the holiday season. I want to 
thank my colleagues. The City played a 
part in this, they used the old fire station 
on the Boulevard of the Allies as the drop 
off point. And the pr o gram , 1 would say, 
probably was more successful than any 
one of us could imagine. If you remember 
reading the articles, the number of guns 
that came in were unbelievable, to the 
point where, on two different Saturdays, 
by lunch time, they were out of the gift 
vouchers they were using to hand out to 
people handing in guns. And I want to 
thank Allegheny General Hospital for 
providing the additional money and the 
bridge money until other money was 
donated. 

But, first, let me read the 
proclamation here, I think it will explain a 
lot what happened. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 


No 1544 WHEREAS, the Goods 
for Guns Program in Pittsburgh was 
started by Dr. Matthew Masiello, Director 
of the Pediatric Critical Care Unit at 
Allegheny General Hospital and, 

WHEREAS, Dr. Masiello 
organized a committee for the Goods for 
Guns campaign, making it a point to 
include those directly affected by violence 
in the community The co mmitte e began 
meeting weekly in September of 1994; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the group's goal was 
to collect 100 guns on a no-questions 
asked basis at the No. 1 Fire Station, 
Boulevard of the Allies, Downtown. The 
collections were held on Saturday, 
December 10th and Saturday, December 
17th from 10 am. to 5 pm.; and, 

WHEREAS, to kick off the Goods 
for Guns program, a candlelight ceremony 
was held on Friday, December 9, 1994 at 
Point State Park’s Reflecting Pond; and, 

WHEREAS, Goods for Guns 
targeted people who were willing to give 
up guns that were no longer in use. This 
included older people whose grandchildren 
had access to guns, those with guns in 
storage, and anyone who had a firearm 
lying around presenting a potential hazard; 
and, 

WHEREAS, each gun dropped off 
at the firehouse was worth one $50 gift 
certificate to its owner. Gift certificates 
were purchased from various mer chant s in 
the Pittsburgh area; and, 

WHEREAS, an anonymous donor 
provided $30,000 toward the total $61,250 
cost of providing certificates to 
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The Chain 

Good morning. everyone. 
Council's Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent 

prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 


We are very pleased this mo rning 
to have a young lady, Shelena Scott; her 
dad is here, Mr. William Scott Shelena is 
an Honor Student in 5th Grade at 
McKelvy Elementary School in the Hill 
District, and we are pleased that she will 
lead us in die Pledge of Allegiance. 
Shelena. 

Shelena Scott: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Shelena, our City 
Clerk would like to give you the fla g of 
our great City and the flag of our country. 
And we want to thank you very much for 
coming down here today; we appreciate it. 

PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a number of guests in the 
audience today. And at this tim e I would 
like to call on Councilman Onorato. 


Mr. Onorato: 







Thank you, Mr. President At this 
time I would like to call a few people 
forward. Everyone here involved with the 
Goods for Guns Program, please come 
forward and stand over here. And as they 
are walking forward, we have Philip 
Dacey from the Pittsburgh Police Gun 
Task Force, Dr. Matt Masiello from 
Allegheny General Hospital, Pediatrics, 
Mr. Jack Hess from the North Side 
Partnership, Gloria Scott, with Parents 
Against Violence, Robin Brandt, 
Pittsburgh Police, Zone 1 on the North 
Side, Pam Wigley, Allegheny General 
Hospital and Renee Pavlik, Allegheny 
General Hospital. 

A lot of you might recall the 
pro gram that was noted as the Goods for 
Guns during the holiday season. I want to 
thank my colleagues. The City played a 
part in this, they used die old fire station 
on the Boulevard of the Allies as the drop 
off point. And the program, I would say, 
probably was more successful than any 
one of us could imagine. If you remember 
reading the articles, the number of guns 
that came in were unbelievable, to the 
point where, on two different Saturdays, 
by lunch time, they were out of the gift 
vouchers they were wang to hand out to 
people handing in guns. And I want to 
thank Allegheny General Hospital for 
providing the additional money and the 
bridge money until other money was 
donated. 

But, first, let me read the 
proclamation here, I think it will explain a 
lot what happened. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 


No. 1544 WHEREAS, the Goods 
for Guns Program in Pittsburgh was 
started by Dr. Matthew Masiello, Director 
of the Pediatric Critical Care Unit at 
Allegheny General Hospital and, 

WHEREAS, Dr. Masiello 
organized a committee for the Goods for 
Guns campaign, making it a point to 
include those directly affected by violence 
in the community. The committee began 
meeting weekly in September of 1994; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the group’s goal was 
to collect 100 guns on a no-questions 
asked basis at the No. 1 Fire Station, 
Boulevard of the Allies, Downtown. The 
collections were held on Saturday, 
December 10th and Saturday, December 
17th from 10 am. to 5 pm.; anH 

WHEREAS, to kick off the Goods 
for Guns program, a candlelight ceremony 
was held on Friday, December 9, 1994 at 
Point State Park’s Reflecting Pond; and, 

WHEREAS, Goods for Guns 
targeted people who were willing to give 
up guns that were no longer in use. This 
included older people whose grandchildren 
had access to guns, those with guns in 
storage, and anyone who had a firearm 
lying around presenting a potential hazard; 
and, 

WHEREAS, each gun dropped off 
at the firehouse was worth one S50 gift 
certificate to its owner. Gift certificates 
were purchased from various merchants in 
the Pittsburgh area; and, 

WHEREAS, an anonymous donor 
provided $30,000 toward the total $61,250 
cost of providing certificates to 




participants. The remainder of the cost 
was provided by AGH and donations from 
private individuals and organizations in 
Pittsburgh. Additionally, Broudy Printing, 
Inc., donated the printing costs of 1,000 
posters created to alert the public to the 
Goods for Guns program; 

WHEREAS, the Goods for Guns 
Program in Pittsburgh was an 
overwhelming success, 1,225 guns were 
collected during the two-day event This 
exceeded the set goal twelve-fold. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the hard work of 
the sponsors and committee members and 
of all those who became involved in 
making the Goods for Guns p rog ram a 
success in Pittsburgh. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

First, let me say that the Goods for 
Guns Program has been mentioned across 
the country in different format and a lot of 
people are skeptical about it, a lot in the 
news media and on particular shows, 
people calling in seem to be skeptical 
about it I had some reservations but I 
have to say, alter the fact, looking at the 
numbers, when you are looking at 1,225 
guns, that is a lot of guns to be taken off 
the street, especially for the notice that was 
given and the short time period we were 
working under and this being the first year 


to do it I think it is a good sign and it just 
shows you how many guns are just laying 
out there in peoples' homes, where tittle 
kids or children have access to, that we 
could really make an effort to try to 
remove. 

I want to thank everyone here, 
particularly Dr. Masiello, who came to me 
months ago with the idea and really kept it 
going. He would not take “no” for an 
answer from anyone and kept the program 
moving. 

So, at this point I would tike to 
have the Doctor come forward just to talk 
about the pr o gram and where it is heading, 
because this is not going to be a one-time 
thing. Doctor. 

Dr. Masiello: 

Thank you very much to Mr. 
Onorato and the entire Council. It is an 
absolute honor and pleasure to be here. 

Our Goods for Guns Coalition 
needs a new name. Very recently after our 
wonderful success with out collection of 
this past December, we had been working 
with various community leaders and 
ministries and we have several other 
projects now that we are very much 
encouraging all of you to support us with. 

We have asked the Schools' 
Superintendent, Dr. Beniie Manning, to 
jump on board and he very readily has 
done that. He and his troops are at t his 
moment putting a proposal together to 
expand their Conflict Resolution Program, 
not only for wi thin the various school 
districts but for the community also. 



We are very much looking at 
gathering a national collection of experts 
and individuals who have been successful 
in implementing anti-violence p rog ra m s in 
school systems and in the communities, 
and we would very much like to have this 
very positive national forum here in 
Pittsburgh. 

Lieutenant Phil Dacey, who is 
absolutely instrumental in getting this 
Goods for Guns Program off the ground 
and making sure it was a success for those 
two days, has been working with us and 
encouraging us to work with the Police 
Department to address some of the various 
successful programs that have taken place 
in various cities across the country, 
whereby various police organizations have 
initiated and organized various gun 
procurement programs that have very 
much met with success in those 
communities. 

And, certainly Parents Against 
Violence, Gloria Scott, have been 
absolutely instrumental in getting the word 
out not only for Goods for Guns but for 
the other various progr am s that I just 
mennoned. 

Allegheny General Hospital, 
what’s my place of employment, certainly 
has been absolutely instrumental, and Pam 
Wigley and Renee Pavlik have been at the 
forefront in making sure all of the i’s were 
dotted and t’s were crossed and getting the 
word out to all of us, and various people 
from the North Side and the ministers 
from the North Side, co mmuni ty leaders, 
such as Jack Hess, have been absolutely 
instrumental. 

So, thank you all and hopefully 
you will all jump on board to help us with 


next year s Gun Return Program, Gun 
Exchange Program, but also for the 
various programs that we have out there 
and out there planning and hopefully we 
will ga rnish some funds for in the future. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I just want to also thanV Director 
Miskovich because she had to come up 
with a place with a very short notice and 
providing the fire station and providing the 
facility and opening of it was very helpful. 

And, fin a ll y, colleagues, I do want 
to mention, the timing of thic on 
December 9th, a lot of you probably don’t 
remember the date ringing a bell, but it 
was very unfortunate for us because it was 
the untimely death of our colleague 
Councilman Christopher Smith, who was 
working on the project with us, and that 
was the actual day of the funeral. So a lot 
was happening. And I thought it was a 
heck of a tribute to make sure that this 
program continued even in the darkest 
hours of this Chambers, because if Chris 
was here this is something that I am sure 
he would really push for, especially with 
the results that you have seen today, too. 

So, I want to congratulate and 
make sure that Councilman Smith is 
remembered for being part of this 
important program. 

Anyone else want to say anything? 
Mr. Dacey. 

Mr. Dacey: 

Just from the police perspective, 
our object was two-fold; first of all, to get 
a number of these guns that we call “guns 





at risk” off the street These are not 
sportsmen’s guns, they are not collector’s 
guns; they are the guns that lay in a drawer 
for 20 years till a grandchild finds it or it is 
stolen in a burglary, never even reported. 
Those are what we call the “guns at risk”. 
And, as you know, we are very successful. 
Compared to the cost of one gunshot 
victim, $60,000.00 was a very trivial 
amount. 

The second prong and the second 
object was to educate the public. Now, a 
lot of people have these guns laying 
around that have forgot about them; 20 
years ago they bought it and it sat in a 
drawer; 30 years ago it came back as a war 
souvenir, they completely forgot about 
these weapons, and we educated this 
segment of the population. Maybe they 
thought this weapon was worth more than 
$50.00, maybe they did not want to come 
down and get a gift certificate, but we 
made them aware that these guns cannot 
just lay around, where a child can get 
them, where they can be stolen; that they 
are a deadly weapon; it is not a hammer, it 
is not a hacksaw, it is a weapon. And, I 
think we were also very successful in that 
segment of it, educating the public on the 
dangers of just having these firearms 
laying around; that this is a gun, it is 
something a little bit different than a saw 
blade or a hammer. 

So, in both these veins, from the 
police perspective, from the Gun Task 
Force’s view, I think we are very, very 
successful. 

I want to thank the City for their 
support and Chief Buford for making the 
officers available to control the crowd, as 
it turned out we had, particularly on the 
second day. And, I just want to thank the 


City in general for its support Thank 
you. 

The Chain 

Thank you all. Congratulations. 
Thank you for your hard work. 

I noticed in your Conference 
Agenda, it implied a theme “City 
Government, give them a second chance ” 
1 am not sure why that is in there but I 
think, rest assured, all of us on this 
Council want to be supportive of this 
initiative and if there is anything we can 
do in addition to the good work of 
Councilman Onorato, please let us know. 
But, thank you for your initiative. 

We have one to be read into the 
record for Mr. Onorato, and then I would 
like to call on Ms. McDonald, who also 
has one to be read into the record. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1545 WHEREAS, on 
February 6, 1995 Pittsburgh’s own sports 
programming channel KBL will be 
moving its Operations Department to 
Allegheny Center on the North Side, and 
changing its name to Prime Sports KBL; 
and, 

WHEREAS, on April 24, 1986 a 
game between the Pittsburgh Pirates and 
Philadelphia Phillies was broadcast on 
KBL. The call-letters were established 
with hopes that viewers would be asking, 
“What’s on KBL (cable) tonight?”; and, 

WHEREAS, much has happened 
since that first Pirate game. KBL began 
broadcasting full time in April 1990. Over 
1.6 million subscribers tune in nightly to 




see quality programming such as Penguin 
and Pirate games, the live talk show 
Sportsbeat, Pittsburgh Major Soccer 
League, the World Basketball League, 
local high school and college coverage, 
and shows from the Prime Sports 
Network; and, 

WHEREAS, today KBL hag a 
stable, twelve year contract with the 
Penguins, has doubled playback personnel, 
brought in new equipment in an effort to 
improve on-air quality and presentation, 
and the call-letters are readily recognized. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates Prime Sports 
KBL on its continued success and 
welcomes them to Pittsburgh’s North Side. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Mr. Cohen shaking his h ead , that’s 
right Do we want to have a discussion on 
this? 

How could you be against KBL? 
Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, I just want to 
welcome them to the North Side and 
mainly — 


The Chain 

If they want to move to 
Lawrenceville, that’s fine, too. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well, we showed them God’s 
country and they fell in love with it So, 
they’re going to stay on the North Side. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, I am really 
concerned about this because they moved 
out of Mt Washington and I can’t really 
understand the move, I hope it works out 
well for them; they do look like a good 
outfit, and I congratulate them, but I really 
wonder about that move to the North Side. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I can explain that, Mr. President; I 
was asking them. They said all those 
years being on Ml Washington, looking 
down at that great old City of Allegheny, 
they said, “why don’t we just move there,” 
and now they’re part of the North Side. 
So, it’s still good for the City, they’re 
wi thin our limits. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Hopefully they’re getting a better 
deal on this, so they don’t have to increase 
their charges to all the restaurants and bars 
and tavern owners for the $3.00 a seat So, 
if this will be better for them 
economically, maybe it will be better for 
the customer, too. 






The Chair: 

Well. I wanted to thank them 
though, for their auction yesterday for 
Special Olympics, I thought it was great 

In any event. I’m sure we’ll have 
any opportunity in the future to talk about 
KBL’s business practices, but we do want 
to keep them here in the City. 

Thank you for the editorials. 

Council woman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you, Ms. McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

You are welcome. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1546 WHEREAS, Youthbuild 
Pittsburgh, Inc., is a vehicle which 
positively impacts the lives of our youth 
by empowering them through the 
development of technical, academic^ 
leadership and life skills resulting in self 
sufficiency and personal growth; and, 

WHEREAS, the trainees of 
Youthbuild Pittsburgh, Inc., have 
completed the restoration of a second 
home located at 7250 Upland Street; and, 

WHEREAS, the abandoned house 
was made available to Youthbuild 
Pittsburgh, Inc., through the collaboration 


of Action Housing and the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority. Pennsylvania 
Conservation Corps, sponsored the trainee 
members who participated in this 
worthwhile project; and, 

WHEREAS, a ribbon cutting 
ceremony will be held at 10:00 A.M. on 
Monday, February 6th, with guided tours 
of the home following the ceremony; and, 

WHEREAS, Youthbuild 

Pittsburgh is in its third year of conducting 
trainee classes. This year’s class includes 
the following members: Yvonne Brown, 
Robert Cephas, Keith Hick, Terrence 
James, Valiance Phillips, Fleonce Walker, 
Maltarhea Holden, Fred Jay, Joseph 
Thompson, and Aaron Williams; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates and co mmends 
Youthbuild Pittsburgh, Inc., for a job well 
done; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
encourages the support from die City and 
community so that Youthbuild Pittsburgh, 
Inc., can continue its endeavors. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Any other proclamations? 
Anything to be read into the record? 
Hearing none, we will move to 





Presentation of Papers. Mr. Cohen, 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 1547 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the Office of the Mayor to 
initiate and operate the City of Pittsburgh 
Growth Initiative, dedicated to attracting 
jobs and businesses to Pittsburgh.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. COHEN) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

Also, 

No. 1548 Resolution transferring 
the amount of $75,000 from CA 25, 
Utilities, to CA 1017, Miscellaneous 
Services, Office of the Mayor.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. COHEN) 

Also, 

No. 1549 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of the 
Pennsylvania State Police in the amount of 
$2,430.00 in payment for the lease of a 
terminal, equipment and data circuit for 
the Bureau of communications connection 
to the statewide NCIC/CLEAN 
information system, chargeable to and 
payable from ETATF. 


Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1550 An Ordinance amending 
and supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, 
Title Five, Traffic, Article VII, Parking, 
Chapter 541, General Parking Regulations 
and Chapter 549, Residential Parking 
Permit Program as amended by Ordinance 
No. 1, effective February 1, 1995, by 
changing the date of the transfer of fund 
balance and the effective HatA 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bills 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR* HJb<KTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1551 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of 
Consolidated Rail Corporation in the 
amount of $969.40 covering Railroad 
Flagging Services required for the Bridge 
Safety Inspection of the Pennsylvania 
Avenue Bridge; charging the same to Code 
Account EC 94-57. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 




Also, 


No. 1552 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements, or use of 
existing Agreements with a Consultant or 
Consultants, for Architectural/Engineering 
Services in connection with Various City 
Projects; at a cost not to exceed 
$300,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-88. 

Also, 

No. 1553 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements, or use of 
existing Agreements and/or a Contract or 
Contracts; or use of existing Contracts and 
providing for the purchase of equipment 
and materials in connection with the 
Rehabilitation of Existing Play Areas; at a 
cost not to exceed $1,000,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC 95-369. 

Also, 

No. 1554 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements, or use of 
existing Agreements with a Consultant or 
Consultants, for Architectural, Landscape 
Architectural and Engineering Services for 
the Design of the Fort Pitt Boulevard 
Riverfront Park, at a cost not to exceed 
S300.000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-70. 

Also, 

No. 1555 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements, or use of 
existing Agreements, and/or a Contract or 
contracts, or use of existing Contracts, for 
Design and Construction of Various Walls 
throughout the City; cost not to exceed 
$150,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-210. 


No. 1556 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements, or use of 
existing Agreements, with a Consultant or 
Consultants, for Construction Inspection 
Services for Various City Projects; cost 
not to exceed $300,000.00, chargeable to 
and payable from Code Account EC 95- 
414. 

Also, 

No. 1557 Resolution providing for 
a Contract or Contracts, or use of existing 
Contracts, to perform required bridge 
maintenance at various locations, 
including, but not limi ted to Herron 
Avenue (Council District #7), Second 
Avenue over Nine Mile Run (Council 
District #5) and 28th Street Bridge 
(Council District #7); cost not to exceed 
$375,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-512. 

Also, 

No. 1558 Resolution providing for 
the filin g of an application or applications 
by the City of Pittsburgh with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Community Affairs, for a 
grant in connection with Purchase and 
P l a nti n g of Street Trees in Regent Square 
and the Rehabilitation of the Swisshelm 
Park Project; providing for the execution 
of a Grant Contract and for the filing of 
requisitions and other data- approving the 
Rehabilitation, providing for required 
assurances; providing for the execution of 
payment vouchers on Letter of Credit; 
providing for the certification of 
authorized signatures; and for the deposit 
of funds into the Regent 
Square/Swisshelm Park Trust Fund. 



Also, 

No. 1559 Resolution providing for 
the creation of a special trust fund to be 
known as the “Regent Square/Swisshelm 
Park Trust Fund” for the deposit of funds 
to be used for the Purchase and Planting of 
Street Trees in Regent Square and for the 
Rehabilitation of Swisshelm Park. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Engineering 
Construction. 

ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1560 Resolution authorizing 
the Mayor, on b ehalf of the City of 
Pittsburgh, to file an application with the 
Environmental Protection Agency for a 
$200,000.00 Brownfields Pilot Program 
Grant, to execute a Cooperative Funding 
Agreement or Agreements with the EPA, 
designating Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh as the City’s agent 
for implementation of the activities set 
forth in the application. 

MS. McDONALD moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1561 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority \ 
of Pittsburgh providing for the transfer to j 
the Authority of an amount not to exceed 


$50,000.00 for the Downtown Top Shops 
Program. 

Also, 

No. 1562 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh providing for the transfer to 
the Authority of $1,000,000.00 for the 
Central Business District Revitalization 
Program. 

Also, 

No. 1563 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh providing for the transfer to 
URA of $25,000.00 for the Marketing of 
the City’s Economic Development 
Programs and Projects. 

Also, 

No. 1564 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh providing for the transfer to 
URA of $40,000.00 to implement the 
Neighborhood Business Development 
Revitalization Progr am in non-CDBG 
eligible areas. 

Also, 

No. 1565 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh providing for the transfer to 
URA of $1,000,000.00 for the North Shore 
Project 

Also, 




No. 1566 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh providing for the tr ansf er to 
URA of $800,000.00 for South Side 
Riverfront Development 

Also, 

No. 1567 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh providing for the transfer to 
URA of $650,000.00 for Riverfront 
Acquisition and Development of Property 
along the Allegheny River. 

Also, 

No. 1568 Resolution authorising 
an Agreement between the City of 
Pittsburgh, the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh and MRRC, Inc., 
for the construction and maintenance of 
street lighting on Washington’s T ending 

Also, 

No. 1569 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh providing for the transfer to 
URA of $1,450,000.00 for the 
Washington’s Landi ng Project 

Also, 

No. 1570 Resolution approv ing 
execution of a Disposition Contract by anH 
between URA and Robert Harald 
Tarasovich for the sale of Block & Lot 8- 
A-31 in the 22nd Ward of the City of Pgh., 
for $1,500.00 — Residential Land Reserve 
Fund (residential rehabilitation). 


Also, 

No. 1571 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title, and interest, if any, in and to the 
publicly-owned property in the 22nri Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh being d^sig^ed 
as Block & Lot 8-A-31, under the 
Residential Land Reserve Fund. 

Also, 

No. 1581 Resolution provi ding for 
an Agreement or Agreements with 
Agencies that operate Emergency Shelters 
for the homeless in the City of Pittsburgh, 
so as to provide for the payment of 
rehabilitation, maintenance, operation, 
insurance, utilities, furnishings and 
essential services of said Agencies, at a 
total cost not to exceed $842,000.00. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1572 Resolution amendin g 
Resolution No. 1100 effective December 
4, 1985, as amended, entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor and the City 
Controller to countersign a w ar r an t in the 
amount of $2,000.00 for use in Law 
Department Imprest Fund,” so as to 
increase the amount from $2,000.00 to 
$5,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 1573 Resolution provi ding for 
an Agreement or Agreements between the 
City of Pittsburgh alone and/or with the 
School District of Pittsburgh and/or with 
the County of Allegheny and the Real 



Estate Appraisers) and/or Consultants) 
for professional services in connection 
with the City’s sale or acquisition of real 
estate and real estate tax assessment 
matters. 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the 
bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR, RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1574 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $13,000 warrant in favor 
of Charles Beroes in settlement of claim 
for property damage. 

Also, 

No. 1575 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $18,750.01 warrant in 
favor of American Rent A Ride, Inc., for 
damaged leased vehicles for 1994, 
charging same to Code Account No. 46, 
Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1576 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with an 
accounting firm to provide professional 
auditing services as required by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Labor and 
Industry in connection with the Job 
Training Partnership Act (JTPA) Program. 
Total cost shall not exceed $30,000.00. 

Also, 


No. 1577 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 412 of 1994, entitled, 
“Providing for the filing of an application 
or applications by the City of Pittsburgh 
with the U.S. Department of Labor and/or 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for a 
grant or grants in connection with the Job 
Training Partnership Act; providing for the 
execution of grant contracts and for the 
filing of requisitions and other da ta;... and 
providing for the deposit of funds into a 
bank account” by increasing the amount 
available for subcontractor agreements by 
$3,140,411.00. Total cost not to exceed 
$5,078,457.00. 

Also, 

No. 1578 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of certain property, under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act” 
effective December 11, 1984, having been 
placed for sale to adjoining property 
owners in conjunction with the City of 
Pittsburgh/NeighborFair Sideyard 

Program. 

Also, 

No. 1579 Communication from 
Barbara Parees, Director, Department of 
Personnel and Civil Service, requesting 
approval for John Turyan, (a non-City 
employee) Chair, Pittsburgh Private 
Industry Council, to travel to Washington, 
D.C. from February 24 through 28, 1995 
to attend the National Association of 
Private Industry Councils Forum. Cost 
not to exceed the amount of $1,573.00, 
payable from the JTPA-1 Trust Fund. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 






MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1580 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements, or the use of 
existing agreements for the furnishing of 
professional services for the administration 
and marketing City Neighborhoods and lot 
clean up services in relation to education 
on litter, cost thereof not to exceed Five 
Hundred Fifty Thousand ($550,000.00) 
Dollars, chargeable to and payable from 
Code Account 1676, Miscellaneous 
Services, Department of Public Works. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1582 Resolution providing for 
the designation as an Historic Structure 
under Section 513 of Chapter 1007 of the 
Code of Ordinances that certain structure 
known as Engine House Number Three, 
more particularly located at 1416 Arch 
Street (Block and Lot Number 23-F-406) 
in the Twenty-Second Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Also, 

No. 1583 Resolution providing for 
the designation as an Historic Structure 
under Section 513 of Chapter 1007 of the 
Code of Ordinances that certain structure 
known as Sunnyledge, more particularly 
located at 5136 Fifth Avenue and all of the 
property designated as Block and Lot 
Number 52-L-35, in the Fourteenth Ward, 
City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use. 


The Chain 

That concludes Presentation of 
Papers. Under Unfinished Business or 
Reports of Special Committees, are there 
any matters to report to the body? 

Hearing none, we will move 
directly to Reports of Committees. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Beginning with Committee on 
Finance and the Budget, Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1584 

Report of the Committee on Finance arid 
Budget for February 1, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1492 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $32,000.00 
warrant in favor of M.J. Redden for 
automobile damage and lost profits.” 




Which was read. 


Ayes: 


Also, 

Bill No. 1509 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of CXS Transportation in the 
amount of $297.02 in payment of Railroad 
Flagging Services required for the Bridge 
Safety Inspection of the Swinburne Street 
Bridge; and providing for the payment 
thereof” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bid No. 1529 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of RLB Saddlery Company in the 
amount of Two Thousand Six Hundred 
Eighty-Nine Dollars and Eighty-Three 
Cents ($2,689.83) in payment for tack 
equipment for seven police officers 
assigned to the mounted patrol .” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


AYES 7 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 


Also, 


Bill No. 1530 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the transfer of Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) from 
Code Account 1421-4, EMS Trust Fund 
Transfer, Index Code 142141, to the 
Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund 
(EMSTF), Index Code 251785, for wages 
for EMS Paramedics, Crew Chiefs and 
Supervisors.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 


You have heard the reading 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 


Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 





Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1534 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an extension for one year of 
the professional services agreement with 
KPMG Peat Marwick for the perf orman ce 
of the City’s annual audit for 1994 and 
providing for the payment of the cost 
thereof to be increased from One Hundred 
Forty-Nine Thousand Dollars ($149,000), 
to One Hundred Eighty-Five Thousand 
Dollars ($185,000), to provide for 
additional services, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account 1063, 
Miscellaneous Services, Index Code 
106302, Department of Finance.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call die roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Ms. McDonald 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

AYES 6 NOES 1 

(MR. FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1585 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for February 1, 
1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1276 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, Article HI, Chapter 921, Section 
921.02, Zoning District Map No. 11, by 
c hanging from “M3” Light Industrial 
District to “C3” Commercial District all 
that certain property bounded by: 
Morewood Avenue, the “C3” and “R5” 
zoning district boundary lines located 
between Baum Boulevard and Centre 
Avenue and between Morewood Avenue 
and South Millvale Avenue, Lot 129, 
Block 51 -N in the Allegheny County 
Block & Lot System, Baum Boulevard, 
Broughton Street, and the “R3” zoning 
district boundary line located north of 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 



Baum Boulevard between Broughton 
Street and Morewood Avenue, 8th Ward.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1499 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the impl ementati on of a 
Residential Parking Permit Program 
(RPPP) Area “W” in the Crawford - 
Roberts community pursuant to Pittsburgh 
Code Chapter 549.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any Hi mission on 
the bills? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I would like my 
comments brought forward on Bill 1276, 
regarding that Baum Boulevard rezoning. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. 
Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. Chair, on behalf of yourself^ I 
would like to make an amendment to Bill 
1499, c h an gi ng Section 1, Paragraph 
Three, from “the motorized vehicle 
parking shall be restricted to one half hour 
time limit” to “that motorized vehicle 


parking shall be restricted to one hour time 
limit” 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Is there a second for 
discussion? 

MR. RICC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. Thank 
you, Mr. Ricciardi. 

Again, I would like to ask the 
pleasure of the body, either to support thic 
amendment, or for a reconsider, 
recommitment of the bill. 

In further reading this legislation, I 
am in favor of — I think all of us are — in 
fervor of extending the Residential Parking 
Permit to the Centre-Crawford residential 
area; I think it is obviously needed, as the 
petitioners have sought 

However, in reviewing the matt^ 
further — and this is the only instance that 
we have throughout the whole City, this 
area has asked for a one half hour time 
limit — the City Code specifically gives a 
maximum two hour but it fails to list a 
minimum Every other City neighborhood 
that has Residential Sticker Parking, the 
least minimum time allowed it, one hour. 
Here we have an unusual request for one 
half hour. I have no problem with the 
request but I fundamentally disagree with 
the legislation listing one half hour, which 
I think is fundamentally unfair for 
anybody who has to park in the area, either 
to sell something, knock on somebody’s 
door, if they’re running for office and 
parking, if they’re - God, forbid, they 






should be selling a Hoover Vacuum 
Cleaner, or anything of the sort 

I think we have to balance the 
needs for Residential Sticker P arking and 
its laudable goals with at least the 
Democratic free use ofthe public streets. I 
am surprised this even got by the Law 
Department because I think it does raise 
some question about just the fairness of 
the Residential Sticker Parking Program. 
My fear is that if it is only one half hour, 
and now with the transfer to the Parking 
Authority, and 1 don’t want to open up that 
whole issue again -1 really don’t think the 
Residential Sticker Par king Program 
should be used as just revenue generated, 
and I think really it is patently unfair to 
only allow one half hour time period in 
which a person, either visiting somebody, 
who does not know that they have to have 
the Visitor’s Pass, if somebody is 
frequenting the area for some legitimate 
purpose, I really believe one half hour is 
patently unfair and it is definitely an 
anomaly. Out of all the 30 or 40 
Residential Sticker P arking areas all 
around the City, the only minimum that is 
allowed is one hour. 

So, I would like to respectfully ask 
consideration for this amendment 

Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President I am in 
full agreement I believe time restrictions 
need to be reasonable and 30 minutes is 
just not reasonable, by the time you park 
the car and you properly lock the car, you 
walk away from it In order to keep the 
vitality of all neighborhoods, we have to 
have some sort of mobility within that 


neighborhood, either visitors or people 
doing business in those neighborhoods. 
Again, what really shows this is that this 
will be the first time in any parking permit 
district that we are down to 30 minutes 

Again, I do not believe that this is a 
substantial change, by the way. I do not 
believe this needs to be recommitted. I do 
not believe this needs to go back into the 
Planning Commission for a public hearing, 
I believe we could settle this today, either 
by passing or defeating the amendme n t 
However, I will be voting for the 
amendment today. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Other 
discussion? Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. Mr. President, this probably 
is a legitimate and a substantive change, 
but based on the procedure of how 
Residential Permit Par king areas are 
estab lish ed, and 1 know it is an extensive 
application, with public hearings involved, 
I will be voting “no” to the amendment, 
just based on the process. If you recommit 
and we have time to discuss iHfo 
tomorrow, I would definitely mndH^r 
voting for it, after I have some questions 
answered. Butifthewillofthebodyisto 
vote on this today, I will vote against the 
amendment and for the bill. 

The Chain 

Th ank you, Mr. Onorato. Mr. 

Cohen. 





Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I 
understand what your point is here. I 
guess I would feel more comfortable if I 
heard from some of die neighbors or the 
other side to find out exactly why it is that 
they had such a short time period. I agree 
with you that a half hour does seem short 
but at the same time 1 would like to h ea r 
from a couple of the neighborhood leaders 
there to find out why they felt they needed 
such a short time period. I just do not feel 
comfortable voting on it today. I will 
abstain if it is put to a vote today and then 
contact some of them. 

The Chair; 

What is the pleasure? Other 
discussion? 

Again, if you remember, I asked 
for consideration, obviously, for the 
amendment, or for a recommittal, just so 
we can have some further discussion on 
this. 

Any other discussion? What is the 
pleasure of the body? Do you want to vote 
on the amendment or do you want to 
recommit the bill? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Point of procedure, Mr. President 
The Chair: 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I am not sure. Is it appropriate at 
this point to ask for a motion to recommit 


if we have the amendment on the floor 
right now? That is a procedural question. 

The Chain 

I do not think we need to be brmo 
up in parliamentary procedure. I think if 
there is unreadiness on the amendment 
because we would like to have some more 
time to hear from the community, I have 
no objection to that 

Mr. Onorato: 

I have a motion to recommit. 

MS. McDONAJLD seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

Well, we will have a withdraw of 
the original amendment and we will be 
voting on a motion to recommit All in 
favor of recommittal? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. The bill 
stands recommitted. 

I will ask that Mr. Meritzer be here 
tomorrow to answer any questions 
regarding this matter. 

Any other comments on the 
remaining bill? Hearing none, the bill is 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of the bill will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 





The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onoralo 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferio 

Ms. McDonald (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chair: 

On the previous matter that was 
recommitted, I would like the Law 
Department to be present at the meeting 
tomorrow to discuss this issue of the 
legality of having such a short time period. 
If I remember the law, originally when 
there was a debate on whether or not we 
legally had the right to institute a 
Residential Sticker Parking Program, there 
was some case law and some statutes that 
were discussed regarding what is 
reasonable and I really question the one 
half hour time period, and I do not want to 
get into a legal battle but I would like to 
have some input from the Law Department 
on this issue of the one half hour. 

All those bills previously 
discussed, that were voted on, passed. At 
this time I will call on Ms. McDonald, 
Committee on Housing Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you, Mr. President 


The Chain 

Th a nk you, C ouncil woman 

McDonald. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 1586 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for February 1, 1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1511 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements for Stenographic Reporting 
Services in connection with Public 
Hearing (s) and providing for the payment 
of the cost thereof” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading anH 
title of tire bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 





Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Mr. Ricciardi. 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. ONORATO FOR MR. 
O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1587 

Report of the Committee on T .ands. 
Buildings and Procurement for February 1, 
1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council. 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President On Bill 
No. 1514, providing for a lease at 107 
Knox Avenue for our COP mini station, 
the Administration has decided to follow 
the wishes of the Upper Knoxville Block 
Watch Group; we will be moving the 
station. On that note, I would lik e to tnak<* 
a motion to table 1514. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 


Which was read, received a nd tiled. 


The Chain 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1514 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 107 Knox Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15210, in the 30th Ward, from Hartman 
and Hartman, owner, for the purpose of 
establishing a Community Oriented Police 
mini station, for a term of two (2) years, 
made effective and retroactive to 
December 8, 1993, at no rental cost to the 
City, the City shall assume the cost of 
utilities, not to exceed Eighteen Hundred 
($1800.00) Dollars per year.” 

Which was read. 


Any discussion? All in favor? 
WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

The bill is tabled. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1532 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a lease agreement with the 
Pittsburgh Parking Authority, 232 
Boulevard of the Allies, Pittsburgh, PA 
15222, for the use of a space located at 
120 Sixth Street, in the 2nd Ward, as a 
Co mmuni ty Oriented Police mini station 
at no cost to the City except for the cost of 
repairs which include $1156.00 for labor 
and $734.96 for materials, and the use of 





telephones and telephone line 
maintenance.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Ms. McDonald 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

AYES 6 NOES 1 

(MR. FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1533 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 6117 Broad Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15206, in the 11th Ward, from Alternative 
Program Associates, owner, for the 
purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station, for a term of 
two (2) years, made effective and 


retroactive to March 12,1994, at no cost to 
the City other than the use of telephones 
and telephone line maintenance *» 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

Ms. McDonald (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1588 

Report of the Co mmitte e on Engineering 
and Construction for February 1, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative reco mm endation., 






Bin No. 1480 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan 
for the University of Pittsburgh MPAC 
Building, Plan of Property.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 


Ms. McDonald: 

I would like my comments brought 
forward on Bin No. 1481. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Other discussion? 


Bffi No. 1481 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan 
for the East Liberty Supportive Housing 
Project, Plan of Property .” 

Which was read. 


Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. AU in favor of the 
passage of the bills wiU vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed win 
vote “no”. The Clerk wfil caU the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Also, 

Bin No. 1510 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan 
for the Jewish Campus of JCO, Inc., Plan 
of Subdivision.” 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


Which was read. 
The Chain 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the biUs? 

Ms. McDonald: 


The Chain 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. Before we have Motions and 
Resolutions, we do need a motion to 
approve the Minutes of the last meeting. 


Mr. President 
The Chain 


MR. CUSICK moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, January 31, 1995. 


Councilwoman McDonald. 


MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 




Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

And, also a motion to excuse the 
absent Member. 

MR. COHEN moved to excuse Mr. 
O’Connor for absence from the meeting. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chain 

All in favor? 

Which motion prevailed. 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions, is 
there any colleague that would like to 
discuss any matter? Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. First of all, 
I just wanted to make mention of our 
Public Works Department and a good job 
that — I think that they did a great, great 
job, at least up in my district over the 
weekend, during the recent snowfall. I 
would just like to compliment Director 
Kraszewski and our Supervisors Lefty 
Behr and John Terlecki, for a great job, 
and I know that there are some people that 
had some — very few complaints were 
filed with my office but for the 
circumstances they were under, I think 
they did a great job. 


The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. Any other 
discussion? Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, just a reminder. 
Tomorrow we do have a post agenda 
regarding the layoffs of the Detention 
Officers and with the possibility of work at 
the new jaiL 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any other 
discussion? Hearing none, I will entertain 
a motion to adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 
Council adjourned. 





(MS. MCDONALD'S COMMENTS ON RTTJ, MO. 1481) 
(Wednesday, February 1, 1995) 


Ms. McDonald: 

Wiank you. I asked far this to be deferred and 
I want to thank my colleagues far giving me sane tine to 
look into this, since it is a special facility, and 
nyself and Mr. Fearlo both I am sure have interest in 
this area, since w bord er one another here. 

I wanted to caunend the architects, RSH 
Architects, as v^ll as East Liberty Development, Inc, 
for giving me the information on this. 

My concern was because it is a facility that is 
going to accomodate people with special needs, that the 
ccnmmity have inpit, since I did not want the oannunity 
to feel, whether perceptually or otherwise, that it is a 
dunpdng ground far special Tig ris facilities. Mr. 

Ckiarato had, the last time we had discussed this and it 
was deferred, had i ndicated the North Side, that there 
are just many ccnnunities that have hanmo du&ping 


But contrary, they have had connunity m etingg 
at the synagogue, as vrell as other places, and the 
oarammity seems to feel very c o mfo r t able with this- 
Biere has been no negative iiput that I have gotten 
personally. Right new I feel co mfort able with letting 
this facility go up. 

_ Again, as I had said before, I definitely do 
people with special needs. I mean, they are 
people in society, they pay taxes, too. So I do want to 
see that being supported. I just do not appreciate 
inequities throughout the city and throughout the co unty 
wh&t ^ we plac e faci 1 itips . I think it is tiwa for arew 
like Monroeville, Fox C hapel and otherwise to take 
of the burden off the City of Pittsburgh in general. 

But I do feel com fort able with this. I just 
mentioned to Mr. Ferlo, he was sick last week and not 
able to b e her e when this was deferred, of where it is. 

is a? enpty spot. I think the facility would be 
attractive to the ccnnunity. 


connunity 


So I am satisfied as far as the input frem the 


(END OF REMARKS) 

Transcr i b ed hy: Helen L. Krxebel, Stenotype Reporter 
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(MR. COHEN'S COMMENTS ON BILL NO. 1276) 
(Wednesday, February 1, 1995) 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. We had a public hearing on this a 
week ago. This is the property at the comer of Baum 
Boulevard and Morewood. 

The Planning Director and also the Zoning 
Administrator made it clear that the petitioners for the 
zoning change had withdrawn a portion of their 
application, and that was the portion to change the 
property behind this industrial p ro perty on M orew ood 
Street fron residential to carmercial. If you recall, 
that was the original petition. Sane of the neighbors 
and nyself oppo sed that because of changing residential 
to ccmnercial. A lot of the neighbors, especially there 
an Marewod and an Broughton, are really threatened by 
the canmercial district, so I didn't want to expand the 
ccm n erc ial district there. The petitioner s withdrew 
that portion of it and all they are asking now is for 
the property at Maretrood and Baum, which many of you may 
krw has been really out of service for a long time, to 
be changed fron industrial, an industrial 
classification, to a cannercial classification. 
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(MS* MCDONALD'S COMMENTS ON BILL NO. 1481} 
(Wednesday, February 1, 1995) 


Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. I asked for this to be def err ed and 
I want to thank ny colleagues for giving me seme time to 
look into this, since it is a special facility, and 
nyself and Mr. Ferlo both I am sure have interest in 
this area, since we border one a n o t her here. 

I wanted to cauuauU the architects, RSH 
Architects, as well as East Liberty Development, Inc, 
for giving me the infannatian an this. 

My concern was because it is a facility that is 
going to accommodate people with special needs, that the 
ccra n u nity have input, since I did not want the cannunity 
to feel, whether perceptually or otherwise, that it is a 
dumping ground far special needs facilities. Mr. 

Onorato had, the last time we had discussed this and it 
was def err ed, had indicated the North Side, that there 
are just many cauu unities that have hpocme dumping 


But con trary , they have lad ccranunity meetings 
at the synagogue, as well as other places, and the 
cannunity seems to feel very co mforta ble with this. 

There has been no negative input that I have gotten 
personally. Right now I feel co mforta ble with letting 
this facility go up. 

Again, as I had said before, I definitely do 
s upp o rt people with special n eeds. I mean, they are 
people in society, they pay taxes, too. So I do want to 
see them being s upport ed. I just do not appreciate 
inequities throughout the city and t hr o ug ho u t the co un t y 
where we place facilities. I think it is for 
like Monroeville, Fox Chapel and otherwise to take s ame 
of the burden off the City of Pitt sbur g h in general. 

But I do feel comfor ta ble with this. I just 
mentioned to Mr. Ferlo, he was sick last week and not 
able to be here when this was def err e d , of where it is. 
It is an empty spot. I think the facility would be 
attractive to the ccranunity. 

So I am satisfied as far as the input from the 
ccranunity. 

(END OF REMARKS) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel, Stenotype Reporter 
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The Chair: 

Thank you. Thank you, Georgia. 
Happy Valentine’s Day. We want to give 
you the flag of our City and the flag of our 
great nation. Thank you for coming down, 
and thank you for your good work at 
Sunnyside School, and thank you for my 
Valentine’s Day gifts, also; I appreciate it 

PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a number of honored 
guests in the audience this morning, and at 
this time I would like to ask Geneva 
Twyman and the Honorable K. Leroy Irvis 
to come forward. 

Members of Council, I would like 
to move the following resolution, and I 
would like to ask that this be on behalf of 
all of our colleagues: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1589 WHEREAS, the 
Conference on Black Basic Education, 
Inc., (COBBE) will be holding a reception 
on Friday, February 17,1995 honoring the 
Honorable K. Leroy Irvis at their 24th 
Annual Conference which will be held at 
the Pittsburgh Green Tree Marriott; and, 

WHEREAS, the Honorable K. 
Leroy Irvis began his political career in 
1958 when he was elected to the House of 
Representatives from Pittsburgh’s Hill 
District where he was re-elected to that 
seat for fifteen consecutive terms; and, 


WHEREAS, Mr. Irvis became the 
first African-American representative to be 
elected to the House leadership where he 
held the distinguished position of 
Democratic Caucus Chairman; and, 

WHEREAS, the Honorable K. 
Leroy Irvis rose through the ranks of 
leadership as Majority Caucus Chairman, 
Minority Whip and Majority T ^drr 
before retiring in 1988, having served as 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
longer than anyone else in this century; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Irvis hag 
sponsored over 1,600 pieces of legislation 
addressing his concerns for education, 
civil rights, health, consumer protection, 
prison reform, housing and governmental 
reform; and, 

WHEREAS, his fellow 
representatives have credited Mr. Irvis as 
being the “Father” of the Community 
College System; and, 

WHEREAS, many organizations 
have honored Mr. Irvis for his public 
service, including: the NAACP for his 
commitment to civil ri ghts , the Conference 
on Black Basic Education, the University 
of Pennsylvania, and the Pittsburgh Junior 
Chamber of Commerce to name a few 
such organizations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby declare Friday, 
February 17, 1995 to be “Honorable K. 
Leroy Irvis Day” in the City of Pittsburgh. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby commend the Honorable K. 




Leroy Irvis for all of his efforts and 
achievements as an elected Representative 
and as an outstanding individual and 
distinguished citizen. 

SPONSORED BY 

COUNC1LMEMBERS JIM FERLOj 
DAN COHEN, JOE CUSICK, ALAN 
HERTZBERG, VALERIE 

McDonald, bob o’connor, dan 

ONORATO AND GENE RICCIARDL 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. I want to 
bring Geneva Twyman up here first to say 
a few words about the Conference and 
what is the obvious and that is the 
honoring of Mr. Irvis. I mean obviously 
we cannot leave these Chambers without 
hearing some sage advice and some good 
words from Mr. Irvis himself. Geneva. 

Ms. Twyman: 

Thank you, Mr. Ferlo. Good 
morning, Councilmembers. I would like 
to say that the Conference on Black Basic 
Education would not have gotten started 
without the help of Mr. Irvis when he was 
in the Legislature. So they are co ming to 
Pittsburgh on February the 17th and we 
thought that we would start off by 
honoring Mr. Irvis for all of the great 
things that he has done. So many times 
people who do, you do not know all the 
things that he does, but he was concerned 
about the education of children, and when 


you say Basic Education, the Education 
Department is made up of two, Basic 
Education, which covers Kindergarten 
through 12th, and then Higher Education, 
which takes on the colleges and the 
universities. 

So, knowing him to be a man about 
culture also, the Bay Street/Bay Front 
Ballet Company is going to entertain us at 
the reception that will be held on the 17th, 
and I want to thank you for this 
opportunity. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. At this 
time I would like to introduce a gentl eman 
that needs no introduction; he is a great 
humanitarian and truly one of Pittsburgh's 
great citizens. Mr. Irvis. 

Mr. Irvis: 

Thank you. Thank you very much. 
As I sat here this mo rning my mind went 
back 50 years. 1945 was the first time I 
walked into this room. I never dreamed at 
that time that 50 years would pass so 
quickly. Although I have been given 
credit for 1600 bills, what I remember are 
the things I was not able to get done. 
There is always more work to be done in 
each generation which rises. Each 
generation has to contribute to the famil y 
of man. I have seen progress. I remember 
when I first came in 1945, a Black man or 
a Black woman could not eat a hot-dog in 
Downtown Pittsburgh. 

My first wife and I had a sit-in one 
afternoon and we convinced the people 
who were running the ten cents store that 
we had enough money to pay for the food 
and drink and we won that battle. Though 



all the battles have not been won; in feet, 
all of them have not yet been fought 

There is more than enough work to 
be done by all of us. Especially do we 
have to inculcate into our culture, into our 
business, into our politics the gifts that 
women bring. I am very disappointed 
when 1 go to places and see 98 percent 
male and two percent female. That is the 
wrong combination. 

We cannot afford to waste brain 
power wherever we find it, in women, in 
Asiatics, in Latinos, in Black people, gray, 
white, green or striped people, we need in 
this great democracy to utilize every bit of 
the gifts which each one of us b rings . 

I thank you for the honor being 
introduced here and I promise you the rest 
of my life will continue as the first 75 
have. Thank you very much. Thank you 
and I appreciate that 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Irvis, very much. 

Thank you, colleagues, for that 
privilege. 

At this time I would like to call on 
Councilman O’Connor, who has a 
proclamation on behalf of all Members. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I would like Valerie to come up 
and present this with me. We said that 
before Mr. Irvis’ speech. So, we want to 
make sure this is an equal balance. 

Dorothy Wriedt from the Womens 
League. Come on up. Thanks for pulling 


away from your convention this morning. 
I will read this proclamation for you: 

MR. O’CONNOR AND MS. 

McDonald present 

No. 1590 WHEREAS, February 
14, 1995, marks the 75th Anniversary of 
the founding of the League of Women 
Voters of the United States; and, 

WHEREAS, the League of Women 
Voters, founded in 1920 to help 20 
million new women voters cany out their 
new responsibilities, has worked for 75 
years to be a voice for citizens and a force 
for change* and, 

WHEREAS, the League of Women 
Voters has provided nonpartisan 
information on candi date and issues for 
elections, encouraged voter registration 
and informed voting, helped generations of 
voters unders tand the structure and 
function of government, provided 
nonpartisan, balanced information on 
public policy issues to citizens, and 
worked to achieve government policies 
that promote public interest; and, 

WHEREAS, the League of Women 
Voters of Greater Pittsburgh was 
established in 1921 to this same end; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh; 

1. Recognizes the contributions made by 
the League of Women Voters over the 
past 75 years; 

2. Extends heartiest congratulations to 
the members of this organization on 
the occasion of this anniversary; 




3. Offers best wishes for the continued 
success of the League. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the City Clerk be directed to transmit 
copies of this resolution to Becky Cam ; 
President, League of Women voters of the 
United States, 1730 M Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20036, and to Nancy 
Naiagon, President, League of Women 
Voters of Greater Pittsburgh, YMCA, 2nd 
Floor, wood Street, Pittsburgh 15222. 

SPONSORED BY 

COUNCELMEMBERS BOB 

O’CONNOR, VALERIE McDONALD, 
DAN COHEN, JOE CUSICK, JIM 
FERLO, ALAN HERTZBERG, DAN 
ONORATO AND GENE RICCIARDL 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MS. McDONALD seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Dorothy, congratulations. 

Ms. Wriedt: 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Please keep up the good work. 

Ms. Wriedt: 

Thank you. Councilman O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connor: 

Please come up and say a few 

words. 

Ms. Wriedt: 

Thank you very much. Councilman 
O’Connor and all the Members of Council. 
Today is a very special day because the 
League of Women Voters is publishing a 
book on the City of Pittsburgh called 
“Know Your Town, Pittsburgh; How 
your City Works,” and I would like to 
present one to each Member of Council. 

I hope that our work will get 
easier; that is what we are always hoping, 
and we thank City Council for recognizing 
the League’s contribution to American 
politics and government. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you very much. 

The Chair: 

Councilwoman McDonald, would 
you like to say a few words? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. I want to commend the 
League of Women Voters because I can 
just speak very honestly that if it were not 
for the information that you had given me 
early on in my political life, which really 
is not that long ago, I would not have had 
the right information to be able to run for 
any office. The League of Women Voters 
has been quite instrumental in 
disseminating much information. 



I am glad you gave me this book; I 
am going to ask for more because it looks 
like a good book, but I want to commend 
them, not only for what they are doing 
now, but that it is an honor for them to be 
here because of the hard fought battles to 
win the right for women to even vote. I 
think we need to go back in history and I 
think we will be able to appreciate very 
much so the League of Women Voters as 
well as other groups, and I want to than!r 
Dorothy. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Jim, in case, anybody out there, 
this book is free to the public and if they 
want to call, 261-4284; that’s from the 
League of Women Voters. 

The Chain 

I think on behalf of my colleagues, 

I would like to extend an invitation to the 
League. We have an advisory group that 
will be meeting to give some 
recommendations to Council regarding the 
predicament of the election of a 
Councilmember in the interim when there 
is a death or unforeseen circumstances, 
and we would like some at large 
membership. 1 think it would be 
appropriate to have a representative from 
the League of Women Voters of Greater 
Pittsburgh, to sit on that advisory group. 
So, we would appreciate that. Thank you. 

At this time, I know we have the 
Honorable Jay Costa in the audience, our 
Register of Wills; we want to welcome 
him this morning into Council Chambers. 


At this time I would like to call on 
Counci lman Onorato, who has a 
proclamation. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time, Mr. President, I would 
like to call up Your Honorable Jay Costa, 
Register of Wills, Gwendolyn Moorer, 
Lois Henderson-Yoedt and Greene 
Drucker. The last three nam«*g I 
mentioned are all from the Allegheny City 
Society. 

As they are walking forward, I am 
going to distribute to all of my colleagues 
here, an article in today’s paper, which I 
think really explains why we are here. 

Fust, before I read the 
proclamation, let me also say that our 
former colleague. Councilman Christopher 
Smith and I were strong and early 
supporters of this particular cause that Mr. 
Drucker brought to our attention, and I 
have many letters in the files from 
Councilman Smith and from my office 
requesting the support of the Register of 
Wills, Mr. Jay Costa, in helping us achieve 
this goal, and I want to thank Mr. Costa 
for being cooperative. 

As I read this, I think it is pretty 
self-explanatory, especially as we are 
celebrating Black History Month. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1591 WHEREAS, Charles A. 
Avery was one of Old Allegheny City’s 
most prominent millionaire 

philanthropists; and, 

WHEREAS, Charles Avery 
contributed the first S5 he earned in 





Pittsburgh towards establishing a place of 
religious worship and learning; and , 

WHEREAS, Charles Avery came 
to Pittsburgh in 1812. He entered the 
wholesale drug business and founded a 
firm which later became the George A. 
Kelly Company. Mr. Avery amassed his 
fortune in the lead and copper industries; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Avery’s interest 
later turned to the cotton industry anH 
while on buying trips to the South, he was 
drawn to the plight of the slaves. He 
joined the abolitionist forces and aided the 
escape of slaves from the South to Canada 
in the underground railroad; and, 

WHEREAS, Avery Church, 
founded in 1849, was a way station on the 
underground railroad; and, 

W H E R E A S, Mr. Avery, a one¬ 
time itinerant preacher in the Methodist- 
Protestant Church, built five churches in 
the Pittsburgh district and one in 
Washington, PA; and, 

WHEREAS, Charles Avery 
contributed heavily to Passavant and 
Pennsylvania Hospitals and much of the 
money he left has been responsible for the 
growth of numerous schools in the South 
and missions in Africa; and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Avery’s desire to 
further the education of African- 
Americans has led to the founding of 13 
Avery Institutes of Higher Learning 
throughout the United States and Canada; 
and, 

WHEREAS, although Mr. Avery 
spent a great part of his life endeavoring to 


break the shackles of slavery, he did not 
live to see the slaves freed; and, 

WHEREAS, the Last Will and 
Testa ment of Charles Avery was 
transferred to representatives of the 
Allegheny City Society in a ceremony 
held in the Register of Wills Office on 
Monday, February 13 th. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes the efforts of the 
Charles Avery Institute Committee, the 
Office of the Register of Wills of 
Allegheny County, and all those who 
supported the transfer and loan of the 
historic Last Will and Testament of 
Charles Avery to the Allegheny City 
Society. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MS McDONALD seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, my colleagues, 
people in the audience, what is amazing 
about this, if you look at the this 
individual had over $800,000.00 when he 
died in 1858, which was two, three years 
before the Civil War started. I was told 
that the $800,000.00 back then would be 
equivalent to — was it 50 times, to get to 
current dollars? Fifty times the 800,000 
was what he was worth, and he left the 
money to promote the education of 
African-Americans, and if you think of a 
time before the Civil War was even 
fought, he was definitely a man ahead of 
his time. 


At this time I would like to have 
Mr. Greene Drucker come forward, who is 
an expert on this individual; an individual, 
who is an Allegh enian^ a North Sider, a 
Pittsburgher; who, unfortunately, it is very 
typical of some individuals to get lost in 
history, and I think it is important we do 
not forget these types of individuals. If 
you look at the article I showed today, that 
is a statue of the individual, I think at 
Allegheny Cemetery, and it is probably 
one of those statues you go by and you 
wonder, who is that individual. Well, 
now we have some understanding of who 
he is and what he has accomplished. 

If anyone is familiar with the North 
Side, the name Avery is very familiar. 
Avery is one of the streets over in Hast 
Allegheny; it is also the street that The 
Priory is on, and there was an Avery 
College on that street, which 
unfortunately in 1969 was demolished 
because of the new highway, 279. If you 
do not think we lost a lot of history when 
that came through the City, there was a lot 
of building; this is just one example of 
another building that has been lost to 
history, along with a name which we are 
reviving today. 

So, Mr. Drucker, if you would 
come forward please and would like to 
comment on what is going on. 

Mr. Bracken 

It is a great honor to be entrusted 
with Charles Avery’s will. As we realize 
and hope to make it clear to the public in 
the coming years, this is a document of the 
international significance. Charles Avery 
believed in equality of the races, and with 
his insight felt that this equality could only 
be achieved through education and he set 


his fortune, his life and it continues to this 
very day to the education of African- 
Americans. 

Mr. Costa, thank you extremely 
much for your historical sense and your 
great cooperation. Mr. Onorato, who 
donated his legal services in front of Judge 
Kelly to affect the transfer, and to the late 
Christopher Smith, who joined in the 
effort to rescue this document from 
obscurity and certain destruction. I thank 
you all. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. I am going to ask the 
Register of Wills, Jay Costa, to come 
forward; he is going to actually show you 
the wall that Charles Avery signed and the 
condition that it is in from 185S and why 
we are very cautious about preserving 
these types of documents. As Mr. Drucker 
said, we were in front of Judge Kelly a few 
days ago; he granted the order, which is 
considered an indefinite loan to the 
Allegheny City Society, Inc., and they will 
take proper action to preserve this 
document 

So, at this time, the Allegheny 
Register of Wills, Jay Costa. 

Mr. Costa: 

Thank you, Dan. It is my privilege 
to be here today to transfer this particular 
will to the Allegheny City Society. It is a 
remarkable will in the sense that you can 
tell it is over 130 years old, close to 140 
years old, and the handwriting is 
tremendous. It is a document that 3 if you 
ever get a chance to read it, I read it a 
couple of times and it is quite remarkable, 
and some of the comments that Mr. Avery 




had made, particularly what his intent was 
with respect to this will. 

We are very happy that now we 
have an organization that is going to take 
complete control of this for an indefinite 
period and allow others to have the 
opportunity to read it As I mentioned 
earlier, it contains fabulous comments 
with respect to the conditions, the times. I 
think it is a great tribute to a wonderful 

man 

I want to thank the Allegheny City 
Society and Mr. Drucker and also 
Councilman Onorato, but also Councilman 
Christopher Smith, who, about a year and 
a half or so ago, came to my office and 
really brought this to light to me. This is 
an individual, as Dan said, may have been 
forgotten in time and fortunately we have 
a group of people here today and they are 
going to not let that happen. 

So, thank you for being here, and it 
is my pleasure to work with all these 
wonderful individuals. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Jay. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I would also like to ask, first, 
Gwendolyn Moorer to come forward, who 
is one of the Members of the Board of the 
Allegheny City Society; if she has any 
comments to make at this point. 

Ms. Moorer: 

Thank you very much. I appreciate 
being here. I think it is very important for 
us to remember that education is the key to 


success in America, just as we earlier 
made the p rese nta tion to K. Leroy Irvis. 
We see that Avery started this tradition 
over a hundred years ago and I would urge 
you to please continue that. Here in the 
City of Pittsburgh there are a lot of good 
things going on, many students who are 
achieving in school, going on to do great 
things in Pittsburgh and in America. So, 
please continue to support all of our 
educational achievements here. Thank 
you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And, finally, Lois, would you like 
to say a few words? 

Ms. Henderson-Yoedt: 

Yes, I would. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Also, a Board Member of the 
Allegheny City Society. 

Ms. Henderson-Yoedt: 

I am Lois Henderson-Yoedt, 
President of the Allegheny City Society, 
and I would like to thank the City for 
taking this time out to remember a man 
who with great moral and righteous 
convictions provided for education of 
African-Americans. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you all. To Mr. 
Costa, particularly, we want to thank him 



for his new leadership in his position. I 
know he has initialed a lot of community 
outreach programs, I have seen him on 
TV. He has initiated a lot of program s to 
help the elderly better understand the 
importance of a will, and we have seen 
you continuously out in the 
neighborhoods, and we applaud that 
initiative. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, if I could just make 
one comment, too, here. 

The Chain 

Please. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Councilman O’Connor asked a 
question I think is relevant about Mr. 
Avery. He asked if there is any money 
left. There are several endowments that 
are still current today, as we speak, and 
there is one at the University of Pittsburgh, 
that currently is the Avery Endowment 
that African-American students are still 
taking advantage of, and many throughout 
the South, and I understand there is one 
also in Africa. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. Are there 
any other proclamations or resolutions to 
be brought before the body? If not, we 
will move to Presentation of Papers. Mr. 
Cusick for Mr. Cohen, Committee on 
Public Safety Services. 

Mr. Cusick: 


The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. 

MR. CUSICK FOR MR. COHEN 
PRESENTED 

No. 1592 Resolution authorizing 
the transfer of $13,750.00 from Code 
Account PSTA, Public Safety T raining 
Academy, to Code Account HSPG, 
Highway Safety Project Grant, 
Department of Public Safety. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. CUSICK moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1593 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 5901 
Bryant Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206, in 
the 11th Ward, from James Trebac, owner, 
for the purpose of establishing a 
Co mmunit y Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two years, made effective anH 
retroactive to April 1, 1994, at no rental 
cost to the City. The City shall assume the 
cost of utilities, not to exceed $1,400.00 
per year. 


Mr. President. 


Also, 





No. 1594 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 1900 
Broadhead Fording Road, Pittsburgh, PA 
15205, in the 28th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to April 1,1994, at no cost 
to the City other than use of telephones 
and telephone line maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1595 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 6290 
Auburn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206, in 
the 12th Ward, from the Housing 
Authority, City of Pittsburgh, owner, for 
the purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station, for a term of 
two (2) years, made effective and 
retroactive to December 22, 1993, at no 
cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1596 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 7030 
Kelly Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15208, in the 
13th Ward, from the Housing Authority, 
City of Pittsburgh, owner, for the purpose 
of establishing a Community Oriented 
Police mini station, for a term of two (2) 
years, made effective and retroactive to 
March 10, 1994, at no cost to the City 
other than use of telephones and telephone 
line maintenan ce 

Also, 

No. 1597 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 7321 


Frankstown Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15208, in the 13th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of es tablishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to July 5, 1993, at no 
additional cost to the City except for the 
cost of repairs which include $52630 for 
labor and $271.00 for materials, and the 
use of telephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1598 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 2260 
Biacey Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15221, in 
the 13th Ward, from the Housing 
Authority, City of Pittsburgh, owner, for 
the purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station, for a term of 
two (2) years, made effective and 
retroactive to August 6,1993, at no cost to 
the City other than use of telephones and 
telephone line maintenan ce 

Also, 

No. 1599 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 1014 
Sheffield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15233, in 
the 21st Ward, from the Ho using 
Authority, City of Pittsburgh, owner, for 
the purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station, for a term of 
two (2) years, mad e effective and 
retroactive to December 11, 1993, at no 
cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1600 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 803 



Warrington Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15211, in the 18th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to May 12,1994, at no cost 
to the City other than use of telephones 
and telephone line maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1601 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of a space located at 920 
Brookline Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 
15226, in the 19th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to March 10, 1994, at no 
cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 

maintgnanr-ff 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Lands, Buildings »nd 
Procurement 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1602 Communication from 
Barbara Parees, Director. Department of 


Personnel and Civil Services, requesting 
approval for Don Carlson (a non-City 
employee) to travel to Washington, D.C. 
from February 26 through February 28, 
1995 to attend the National Association of 
Private Industry Councils Forum, at a cost 
not to exceed $1,570.00, payable from 
Code Account JTPA-1 Trust Fund. 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the 
bills Only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1603 Resolution providing 
that the City of Pittsburgh enter into a 
professional services contract with a law 
firm with expertise in ERISA compliance 
and IRS benefit filing requirements for the 
purpose of filing delinquent IRS Form 
5500 for Plan No. 501, the Union Tuition 
Benefit Plan for the tax years 1992 and 
1993; to request a reprieve of any late 
filing penalties; and to ensure the City of 
Pittsburgh is in full compliance of all 
ERISA and IRS filing requirements for the 
balance of the City of Pittsburgh’s benefit 
plans. Cost not to exceed Ten Thousand 
Dollars from Code Account 1063. 

Also, 

No. 1604 Resolution repealing 
Resolutions, approved on various dates, 
authorizing the sale of properties in 




various wards of the City of Pittsburgh, in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984. 

Also, 

No. 1605 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of Certain property under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 

Also, 

No. 1606 Resolution providing for 
the filing of a petition or petitions for the 
sale of certain property or properties, 
acquired at tax sales in accordance with 
Act No. 171 of 1984, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1607 An Ordinance amending 
the Pittsburgh Code, Title Six, “Conduct”, 
Article V, “Discrimination”, Chapter 653, 
“Human Relations Commission”, Section 
653.03, “Meetings and Voting” to allow 
the Co mmis sion to more expeditiously 
handle its increasing caseload.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

The Chain 

On this first bill, I would like to 
respectfully ask a motion to waive Rule 8; 
the Commission is out of compliance with 
State Law and they are working 


expeditiously to try to come into 
compliance. So, on their behalf. 

MS. McDONALD moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1608 Resolution amending 
and supplementing Resolution No. 21 of 
1995, effective February 3, 1995, entitled: 
“Amending and supplementing Resolution 
No. 972 of 1994, effective January 1, 
1995, entitled: ‘Resolution fixing the 
number of officers and employees of the 
City of Pittsburgh and the rate of 
compensation thereof and setting 
minimum levels for designated positions, 
by increasing the 1995 salary for all non 
union municipal employees by 3% above 
the 1994 rate,’ by g ranting eac h full time 
non union municipal employee who is 
employed by the City of Pittsburgh as of 
December 31, 1994, one additional week 
of vacation in the calendar year 1995, 
only "—(SPONSORED BY JIM 
FERLO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on F inanc e and Budget 

The Chain 

Thank you. Under U nfinish ed 
Business, are there any reports from 
Special Committees, or any other matter to 
be brought before the body? Hearing 



none, we will move directly to Reports of 
Committees. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Chair: 

Beginning with the Committee on 
Finance and the Budget, Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1609 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for February 8, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation. 

Bill No. 1535 


Also, 

Bill No. 1549 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of the Pennsylvania State Police in 
the amount of Two Thousand Four 
Hundred Thirty Dollars ($2,430.00) in 
payment for the lease of a terminal, 
equipment and data circuit for the Bureau 
of Communications connection to the 
statewide NCIC/CLEAN information 
system.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. AD in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Cleric will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $5,500.00 to David A. Killian, 
do Kirby L. Boring, Esquire, Phillips and 
Galanter, 8th Floor, Lawyers’ Building, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219, in full and final 
settlement of an accident which occurred 
at the intersection of Perm Avenue and 
Penn Circle West” 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finall y 


Which was read. 





Also, 


Bill No. 1572 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 832, approved 
November 1, 1976 and effective 

November 8,1976, as previously amended 
by Resolution No. 273, approved April 6, 
1984 and effective April 17, 1984, 
entitled, ‘Resolution providing for the 
establishment of a Law Department 
Imprest Fund in the amount of $500,’ as 
previously amended by Resolution No. 
1100 and effective December 4, 1985 in 
the amount of $2,000, by increasing the 
amount of said Imprest Fund to $5,000 ” 
Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1573 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements between the City of 
Pittsburgh alone and/or with the School 
District of Pittsburgh and/or with the 
County of Allegheny and the Real Estate 
Appraisers) and/or Consultants) for 
professional and consulting services in 
connection with the City’s sale or 
acquisition of real estate and real estate tax 
assessment matters involving real estate in 
the City, and providing for the payment of 
the cost thereof. At a cost not to exceed 
$50,000.00.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 


Hea ri n g none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. Ail in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the legally 
required number of votes are passed 
finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1610 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for February 8, 
1995, transmitting sundry resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmat ive recommendation. 
Bill No. 1273 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, Article m. Chapter 921, Section 
921.02, Zoning District Map No. 3, by 
changing from “S” Special District to 
“CP” Co mm ercial Planned Unit 
Development District ail that certain 
property bounded by: Morange Road, 


Charters Avenue, a line projected in a 
southeasterly direction from Charters 
Avenue located at 400 feet northeast of 
and parallel to Morange Road, and Lot 50, 
Block 67-H in the Allegheny County 
Block and Lot System, 28th Ward.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1274 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, Article ID, Chapter 921, Section 
921.02, Zoning District Map No. 2 and 
No. 3, by changing from “M3” Light 
Industrial District to “CP” Commercial 
Planned Unit Development District all that 
certain property bounded by: Charters 
Avenue to “C3” Commercial Zoning 
District boundary line located south of 
Hillsboro Street, Lot 48, Block 42-S in the 
Allegheny County Block & Lot System, 
the westerly right-of-way line of 
Municipal Street extended in a northerly 
direction from Charters Avenue to the 
aforementioned lot, 20th Ward.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1275 


located east of Duquesne Incline ri ght of 
way, the “M3” Zoning district boundary 
line located between West Carson Street 
and Grandview Avenue, the easterly 
property boundary of Lot 25, Block 6-D in 
the Allegheny County Block and Lot 
System, and said boundary line projected 
in a southerly direction, 19th Ward. 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiH No. 1499 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the implementation of a 
Residential Parking Permit Parking 
(RPPP) Area “W” in the Crawford - 
Roberts community pursuant to Pittsburgh 
Code Chapter 549.”—(AS AMENDED) 

Which was read. 

The Chair; 

You have heard die reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed win 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, Article III, Chapter 921, Section 
921.02, Zoning District Map No. 7, by 
changing from “M3” Light Industrial 
District to “CP” Commercial Planned Unit 
Development District all that certain 
property bounded by: West Carson Street 
the “M3” Zoning District boundary line 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 






AYES 7 


NOES none 


The Chain 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 1611 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for February 8, 1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative reco mmendati on 

Bill No. 1560 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor on behalf of the 
City of Pittsburgh, to file an application 
with the Environmental Protection Agency 
for a $200,000 Brownfields Pilot Pr o gr a m 
Grant, to execute a Cooperative Funding 
Agreement or Agreements with the EPA, 
designating Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh as the City’s 
Agent for implementation of the activities 
set forth in the application. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

I would like my comments brought 
forward on this bill. 


Any other comments or 
discussion? Hearing none, the bill is now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bill will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. CUSICK FOR MR. COHEN 
PRESENTED 

Bin No. 1612 

Report of the Committee on Public Safety 
Services for February 8, 1995, transmitting 
two resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

BUI No. 1531 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts from 
time to time in connection with demolition 
and removal of condemned buildings and 
providing for the payment of the costs 


(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 


thereof. At a cost not to exceed 
$700,000.00” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 


the transfer of fund balance a nd the 
effective date.” 

Which was read 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 


Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no” The Clerk will call the roll. 


Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


Also, 


BiU No. 1550 


An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending and supplementing the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Five, Traffic, 
Article VII, Parking, Chapter 541, General 
Parking Regulations and Chapter 549, 
Residential Parking Permit Program as 
amended by Ordinance No. 1, effective 
February 1, 1995. by changing the dale of 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 6 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 

NOES 1 


(MR. FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chain 


That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. We have a special briefing in 
the Mayor’s conference room at 11:00. I 
want to quickly try to end this meeting, but 
are there any matters under Motions and 
Resolutions? We have a few minutes, if 
you want to discuss any critical points. 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 




The Chain 

Mr. Cusick, briefly. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Last week, as all of you know, 
there was an incident, a shooting incident, 
up in the Beechview area. I just wanted to 
commend Assistant Chief Moffett, 
Commander Byme and the men and 
women of Zone 4 for the outstanding job 
they did, not only in apprehending the 
person that did the shooting but also for 
addressing the concerns, and listening to 
some of the concerns that the 
neighborhood had in regards to this. We 
really feel that it is an isolated incident, 
and although we do feel that j Commander 
Byme saw fit to make sure that he beefed 
up patrol on Broadway Avenue, and I am 
very appreciative; I know the people of 
Beechview are very appreciative and I 
would just like to thank them for that 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. Any other 
matter? Colleagues? 

If not, I would like to ask for a 
motion to approve the Minutes, excuse the 
absent Member and to adjourn. 

MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, February 7,1995. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 


MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 
Council adjourned. 


MR. ONORATO moved to excuse Mr. 
Cohen for absence from the meeting. 




(BEGINNING - MR. FERLO'S CC3MMENTS OK BILL NO 1560, WEENESDKI, 
2/8/95) 

Mr. Ferlo: 

That is a name of the grant pro g ram where the moneys are 
available. 

Mr. Henry: 

Correct. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

The letter that re got from the URA implies that any sites 
reuld be looted at. Hew do you decide of the prioritization of 
those sites and are we talking about sites that are only owned 
by the URA or in City's hands or also privately owned? 

Mr. Henry: 

The ansrer to the first question, the decision on what 
sites we investigate will be done through the city agencies and 
with the URA with the Mayor's Office of Economic Development 
looking at industrial sites that either are owned by the City, 
URA and perhaps in the private domain but usually we'll look at 
already abandoned sites. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

The letter implied the empowerment z oned area which was a 
very specifically defined area which obviously soma of my 
neighborhoo d s are in that but re have a lot of available 
industrial cameruial sites that re own as part of the land 
banking that are not necessarily in the empo w erment zone that 
should be priority also. Are they going to be potentially 
sites? I knew in Mr. Hertzberg's district you talked about sane 
riverfront development there and re can go around the nap of the 
city including the Hazelwood area, are there any number of sites 
that re c ur re nt ly own, are they going to be considered or only 
the eeporennent zone areas? 

Mr. Henry: 

The enporerment zone criteria was sort of to score points 
with the EPA in terms of prioritizing where we want to look 
because the federal government is high on empowerment zone 
activities. That would be a priority area but then the other 
areas have the most potential use for us would be higher on the 
priority list too. So we are looking at p ro per ties that have 
the most potential for redevelopraent. 
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Mr. Ferlo: 

After we identify these areas and I assume part of the 
scope of se r v ices is to identify what hazardous materials exist 
on the site, does it actually scope what renraU a] steps are 
needed and then is there money by the EPA to do the work? 

Mr. Henry: 

The clean up costs will be separate issue altogether and 
these funds will not be used for that. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Is there light at the end of the tunnel? Are we going to 
do all this work and then is the EPA going to give us sane 
reso ur ces to clean these sites? 


Mr. Henry: 


- These are identified as potential super fund sites and then 
we would be active to super fund money but if they don't rate on 
the super fund list then vre would have to find other means to do 
so. 


Ms. McDonald: 


There will be super fund monies available. 
Mr. Henry: 


Yes. If there's a smaller environmental problem such as a 
ranoval of drunxned waste or rano vi ng top soil that's been 
ranfjmnnataad, those costs can be ruled into the total 
development costs of the project or to reduce the sales price of 
a property if it is — 

Mr. Ferlo: 

— isn't most of our problans around the city the lower 
level of hazardous materials be it lead in the gr oun d or one 
thing or another that aren't love canals in t-jarms of applying 
for the super fund and I'm not sure where we are going with 
this. For instance, the Lawrencewllle Shopping Center site, 
the problem there is one part of lead. Basically it takes 
$300,000-00 or $400,000.00 to remove sane of the soil to move 
the develo p m ent ahead. Is that eligible for this clean up? 


187 



Mr. Henry: 


It may be but it may not be super fund eligible. We don't 
know where the money is going to came fr om yet to clean up the 
sites. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

This sounds like so me t hing that's going to neke the EPA 
look like they are doing something but it's not going to resolve 
anything. 


It will get us to the next level at least where we can 
identify what those costs are. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Isn't it a 130-acre site in the Southside going to be one 
of them? 

Mr. Henry: 

No, I think that is already being done. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Okay. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HKUSKA 
STENOTYFE REPORTER 


188 



MUNICIPAL RECORD _ 

Proceedings of the Council of the City of Pittsburgh _ 

VOL CXXDC _ February 21,1995 No. 8 



ONE-HUNDRED 
TWENTY-EIGHTH COUNCIL 


JIM FERJLO.. —.President 

LINDA M. JOHNSON-WASLER_City Clerk 


. City Clerk 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, February 21,1995 

PRESENT: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cosick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

The Chain 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

We have a guest in the audience 
this morning, a State Representative, Mr. 
Readshaw. Hany Readshaw from Carrick. 
We want to say hello to you and welcome 
you to C ham bers. 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


Mr. Readshaw: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

At this time would you all please 
rise for the Pledge of Allegiance and 
would you please remain standing for a 
moment of silent prayer so that we may 
have peace throughout the world. 

We are very pleased to have a 
young lady here today, a student, Dana 
Liss; she is the daughter of CJ. from 
Councilman Cohen’s Office. It says, she’s 
almost eight years old, and she was bom 
March 7th, and she goes to East Hills 
International Studies, the Academy, in 
2nd Grade, and her aunt is here, who is an 
old friend. Celeste Behrend. Welcome, 
Celeste. 

Please, lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Dana Liss: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 








The Chain 

Thank you. Dana, the City Clerk 
would like to give you a little 
remembrance of your time here, the flag of 
our City and the flag of our country, and 
we want to thank- you for coming, down 
here today. 

At this time we will move to 
Presentation of Papers - actually, before I 
do that, let me do a number of things 
under Unfinished Business. We would 
like to hear a report from — well, n^Tthrr 
one is here. Valerie McDonald, do you 
have a report on the nominations of 
various Councilmembers for the Advisory 
Board? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Give an actual report, Mr. 
President. In our post agen da today — 
would you like me to read the - all the 
names? 

The Chair: 

Actually, why don’t we do this. 
Why don’t we move to proclamations, 
since we have a number of guests, and 
when Mr. O’Connor gets back in, because 
I know he is your co-sponsor on that 
resolution, we will move on that But, I 
would like to resolve the issue today of the 
composition, since I know Members 
worked hard in getting volunteers to serve. 

PRESENTATIONS 

The Chair: 

We do have a number of guests in 
the audience today, and at this time I 
would like to respectfully call on Ms. 


McDonald, who I believe has a couple to 
be read into the record. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. Mr. President 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1613 WHEREAS, on 
February 15, 1995 the African-American 
Parents of Shadyside Academy will honor 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King for her undying 
commitment to civil rights; and, 

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King is 
the founding President of The Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Center for Nonviolent 
Social Change, Inc., located in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The Center is a living memorial 
to Dr. King, preserving the legacy of what 
the human rights movement accomplished 
under his leadership; and, 

WHEREAS, Coretta Scott King 
has carried her husband’s advocacy of 
peace and justice through nonviolent 
action across the nation and throughout the 
world; and, 

WHEREAS, the African-American 
Parents of Shadyside Academy is an 
organization which is committed to 
strengthening the bonds of respect among 
the children at Shadyside Academy. They 
also seek to keep our children connected to 
the school community at large: locally, 
nationally, and internationally; and, 

WHEREAS, as we celebrate Black 
History Month let us encourage our 
African American students to “Search, 
Seek, Strive and Succeed.” 





Mr. Onorato: 


At this time if Director Deborah 
Miskovich would come forward with her 
crew, staff; supporters. And as they are 
walking forward, let me just name some of 
the names. We have Frank Sinker, 
Electrical Foreman; Bob Mill, Supervisor, 
Tim Cain, Painting Foreman, and the 
remaining names I am sure you are 
familiar with. Dale Perrett is in the 
audience, Chet Malesky and Jeff Horan. If 
they want to come forward also. I don’t 
know why they are staying there. Director, 
unless they want to let the light shine on 
these individuals right here. And, we have 
Director Reginella. I wasn’t sure if you 
could make it. Director. I’m glad you’re 
here. 

Before I read the proclamation, let 
me just say that, I wanted to do this 
because a lot of times we overlook all the 
work that our departments do, and, in this 
case. Engineering and Construction and 
General Services, they really helped me 
out but, more importantly, helped out the 
residents of Troy Hill, when we had an 
emergency situation develop literally over 
night 

And, I will read the proclamation, I 
think it is self-explanatory, and we are 
going to ask the Directors to say a few 
words and hear from some of the workers. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

WHEREAS, in November of 1994, 
the roof over the preschool classroom at 
the Cowley Recreation Center began to 
leak badly causing major ceiling and wall 
damage and forcing the relocation of the 
Preschool Program to another location; 
and. 


W HEREA S, as a result of the roof 
leaking, the preschool room’s ceiling was 
bowed and plaster was felling from the 
walls. The damaged room functioned as 
both a children’s daycare p rogr am and a 
senior citizen’s center. The daycare 
program was relocated within the structure 
but the accommodations were not suitable 
for long term. In this particular situation, 
time was of the essence; and, 

WHEREAS, on November 7, 
1994, Director Miskovich visited the 
facility and observed the roofing problem 
and the condition of the building; and, 

WHEREAS, Director Reginella 
and the Department of Engin eering anH 
Construction assumed responsibility for 
scheduling temporary repairs to the roof. 
The final roof replacement will take place 
in the Spring; and, 

WHEREAS, the Department of 
General Services, Bureau of Repairs, then 
moved in to repair the interior damage. 
The craftsmen painted, re-papered the 
walls which suffered water damage, and 
re-carpeted, and through their hard work 
and efforts, made the preschool room at 
the Cowley Recreation Center look like 
new. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the Department 
of Engineering and Construction and the 
employees of the Department of General 
Services, Bureau of Repairs, for the 
efficiency and quality of work put forth to 
restore the preschool room of the Cowley 
Recreation Center. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 



DR. RICC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Tiich motion prevailed. 

[r. Onorato: 

Let me also point out, this is a 
-eschool that residents pay for, it is not a 
ee service or one provided through their 
x dollars. This is a pay as you go service 
id there are several of them throughout 
ie City. One of the problems that we had 
that the roof was repaired by an outside 
mtractor several years ago and there was 
warranty issue involved, however, the 
ming; they said they would repair it but it 
ould take some time. So, what we did is, 
rough some hard work and through my 
See screaming a lot and the Directors 
:ing very patient with me, we actually are 
)ing to have the roo£ it appears, covered 
ider the warranty in spring, but in the 
Leantime we got the room up and 
rerating and we have the students back in 
iere. 

It is more than just a preschool. As 
lot of you know, the parents, a lot of the 
arents work, they send their kids there 
id it was something that had to be 
Idressed. And, I really want to thank 
3th Directors and the individuals you see 
?re because they did a great job and at the 
tme time we protected the taxpayers’ 
3liars by dealing with the warranty and 
3t jeopardizing the warranty with the 
ork that we are doing. 

At this time I would like to have 
irector Miskovich, then Director 
eginella and then we can hear from some 
f the workers. Director. Thank you. 


Ms. Miskovich: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Here you go. 

Ms. Miskovich: 

Thank you. Mr. President Good 
morning. Councilman Onorato, Honorable 
Members of Council and all of our guests 
today. 

Once again 1 find myself in a 
position to say how pleased and proud I 
am to be the Director of the Department of 
General Services. For this special project 1 
have an additional thank* to the 
Department of Engineering and 
Construction, in particular, to Mr. Fred 
Reginella. 

As Councilman Onorato had 
indicated, we received a telephone call 
expressing that there was an emergency 
condition at Cowley Recreational Center. 
Through the cooperative efforts of Mr. 
Fred Reginella, the Director of 
Engineering and Construction, we were 
able to immediately dispatch a crew to the 
site. We were seriously concerned that the 
parents of the children who were enrolled 
at the daycare center were being put in a 
rather awkward situation, where they 
would not have the ability to go to their 
jobs, to continue with their daily 
responsibilities and that they would have 
to incur additional and perhaps expenses 
which they could not financially burden 
themselves with. 

We are pleased that one of our 
divisions in the Department of General 
Services is the Bureau of Repairs. The 




Bureau of Repairs is supervised by Mr. 
Robert Mil, who is with us today in the 
cherry-colored sweater, Mr. Tim Cain, 
who is our Painting For eman^ in charge of 
all of our union painters, in the purple 
sweater, and Mr. Frank Sinker, who is our 
Electrical For e man. , again, in charge of all 
of our union electricians, in the white shirt 
These gentlemen went to the site, literally 
on a moments notice. I do not remember 
Councilman Onorato yelling at me, 1 
prefer to think of it as, he expressed a 
serious concern and encouraged me to 
dispatch a unit posthaste. 

We did, in feet, go to the site. 
Director Reginella sent out his engineers 
and arch i tects. And, as a result, we now 
have a facility in Troy Hill which would 
match, if not, surpass, any daycare center 
in Allegheny County. It is a treat for us 
now to have the children attend this 
facility. We welcome any of you to come 
to the facility and hopefully would agree 
with our estimation of what we are 
providing now to the youth in the Troy 
Hill area. 

I would ask that Director Fred 
Reginella now come and accept this along 
with me. Thank you. 

Mr. Reginella: 

I am delighted that we were able to 
help and I am grateful for the recognition. 
Thank you all. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. Director. 

Would any of the employees like 
to say anything? 


Ms. Miskovich: 

Mr. Bob Mill would. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. Mill. 

Mr. Mill: 

Speaking for the employees of the 
Repair Shop, I would like to thank Council 
for the vote of thanks that they gave us 
today. Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. Mr. Tim Cain. 

Mr. Cain: 

Thank you very much. I just 
wanted to make mention of my painters, 
my craftsmen, they do a wonderful, 
wonderful job. I couldn’t be more 
pleased, and I was just glad that we could 
help along with the project T hank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. Sinker. 

Mr. Sinker: 

I am given the responsibility as 
Supervisor of Registered Electricians and 
they do a marvelous job, they’re union and 
highly qualified and it is an honor to 
supervise them, and I thank you for the 
recognition. 

Ms. Miskovich: 

Thank you very much. 




The Chain 

Councilman Ricciardi. Mr. 
Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. I also would like to 
commend the Directors and the staff 
employees, and this shows government 
working. Director Miskovich. Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Hold on one minute. Director, our 
colleague Councilman Ricciardi would 
like to say a few words. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Yes. Thank you. I am just talcing 
this opportunity to really commend the 
Directors and the staff members for their 
fine work because it really shows 
government at work for the taxpayers. 
But. there is another very important issue 
here, one that should not be bypassed, and 
that is. that when emergency conditions 
happen or occur, one does not have to pick 
up the phone to call outside contractors, 
one looks in-house and brings in our own 
employees who are doing fine work at the 
taxpayers' request So, we really want to 
not lose sight of that also. 

Thank you. Director, and. Director, 
also, and staff members. 

Ms. Miskovich: 

Thank you, gentlemen. 


The Chain 

Thank you all. We appreciate your 
hard work. We have one other 
proclamation to be read into the record. 

Also, 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1616 WHEREAS, the 
tradition of Catholic education on the 
North Side began in 1828 when Flemish 
nuns arrived in Allegheny Town to 
establish the area’s first Catholic academy. 
From that point on, education has been a 
great endeavor of the people of Allegheny, 
now Pittsburgh’s North Side; and, 

W HER E A S, responding to the 
growing need for quality Catholic 
education. Saint Peter School was 
established in 1850; and, 

W H E REA S, Saint Peter School 
recognizes the need to understand the 
nature of the child’s inherent resources and 
is committed to building an atmosphere 
for growth that will foster in children the 
awareness that they need to achieve 
greater moral clarity and purpose; and, 

WHEREAS, at Saint Peter School 
children are prepared for the future - 
prepared to later in life form loving 
families, prepare to build their 
communities and enrich their 
neighborhoods, their church, and their 
nation; and, 

WHEREAS, Saint Peter School is 
now celebrating its 145th year and has 
adopted the motto “A Haven for the Hopes 
of Children.”; and. 





WHEREAS, Saint Peter School is 
located near to all the wonderful places 
where Pittsburgh’s children have flocked 
to and dreamed within for years - The 
Carnegie Library, The Pittsburgh 
Children’s Museum, The Science Center, 
the National Aviary and many others; and, 

WHEREAS, THERE IS NO 
OTHER SCHOOL LIKE SAINT PETER 
SCHOOL IN ALL OF PITTSBURGH. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates the faculty, 
parents, students and volunteers at Saint 
Peter School as they celebrate their 145th 
anniversary. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Move to Presentation of Papers. 
MR CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1617 Resolution providing for 
a Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the County of Allegheny for the 
reimbursement of the City’s share of the 
cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, 
South Portal/Route 51 Intersection, at a 
cost not to exceed $750,000.00, chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account EC 95- 
288. 


No. 1618 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements, or use of 
existing Agreements with a Consultant or 
Consultants for engineering services in 
connection with the Design of Phase II of 
the Reconstruction of Fifth avenue; and at 
a cost not to exceed $800,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC95-532. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 1619 Resolution authorizing 
the issuance of a w ar r an t in favor of 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, in the 
amount of One Thousand One Hundred 
Fifty-Six Dollars and Fifty-Three Cents 
($1,156.53), in payment for utility costs 
for the Sheraden Senior Citizen Center, for 
the benefit of the City without previous 
authority of law. 

Also, 

No. 1620 Resolution authorizing 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of Noble 
Manor Lanes, in the amount of One 
Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Eight 
Dollars and Ninety-Five Cents 
($1,488.95), in payment for services in 
connection with the bowling program for 
the Pittsburgh Goal Getters, for the benefit 
of the City without previous authority of 
law. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 


Also, 


Also, 




No. 1621 Resolution providing for 

an Agreement or Agreements with various 
community organizations for 
opexational/administrative expenses, 
m ai nten ance, purchase of equipment 
and/or minor rehabilitation "of 
neighborhood facilities for die benefit of 
the residents of the City of Pittsburgh, at a 
cost not to exceed $97,000.00, chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account 1805 
(180505), Miscellaneous Services, 
Recreation, in die Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

Also, 

No. 1622 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with 
Brashear Association in the amount of 
$10,000.00 and with Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy in the amount 
of $20,000.00 for 

operational/administrative expenses, 
m a int enance, purchase of equipment, 
and/or minor rehabilitation of 
neighborhood facilities for the benefit of 
the residents of the City of Pittsburgh, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account 1801 (180109), Miscellaneous 
Services, in the Department of Parks 
Recreation. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks and Recreation. 

ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1623 Resolution for 
authorization providing for the filing of an 
application with the US Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission for 
a grant in connection with deferral of 
employment disc riminati on charges 
[EEOC-706 Project), and providing for the 
deposit of funds into a bank account 


Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MS. McDONALD moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR- COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1624 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 7, effective January 20, 
1995, entitled, “Resolution authorizing 
City Council to form an Advisory Board 
for the express purpose of conducting a 
review of Article 3, Section 309 of the 
Home Rule Charter and, at the conclusion 
of said review, the Advisory Board will 
present to Council its non-binding findings 
regarding possible Charter Amendments” 
by changing the number of at large City 
residents to be named to the Board from 
four (4) to six (6).—(SPONSORED BY 
MR O’CONNOR AND MS. 
McDONALD) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 






Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1625 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$20,000.00 to Thomas B. Benamati do 
John D. Ceraso, Esquire, Legal Arts 
Building, 1092 Fifth Avenue, New 
Kensington, PA 15068, in full and final 
settlement of alleged police brutality 
occurring on or about December 2,1989. 

Also, 

No. 1626 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of certain property, under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984, having been 
placed for sale to adjoining property 
owners in conjunction with the City of 
Pittsburgh/NeighborFair Sideyard 

Program. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. R1COARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1627 Resolution vacating a 
portion of Melbourne Street between 
Beehner Road and Tesla Way in the 15th 
Ward, 5th Council District of the Gity of 
Pittsburgh. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1628 An Ordinance amending 
the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning, 


by creating a stormwater management 
regulatory district to be identified as the 
Monongahela River Stormwater 
Management District under Chapter 986 
“Environmentally Sensitive Land 
Regulations” in accordance with 
watershed management plans adopted by 
the County of Allegheny and approved by 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Resources as required by 
the Pennsylvania Stormwater Management 
Act (Act 167 of 1978) and secondly by 
defining boundaries for that 18.53 square 
mile portion of the Monongahela River 
Stormwater Management District that is 
located with 14 wards of the City of 
Pittsburgh identified as wards numbered 1 
through 5, 7, 14 through 19, 29 and 31. 
(COUNCIL DISTRICTS 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 
and 9) 

Also, 

No. 1629 Resolution authorizing 
the submission of an application to the 
Department of Community Affairs for 
Emergency Shelter Grants Program for 
fiscal year 1995. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use. 

Also, 

No. 1630 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 973, effective January 1, 
1995, entitled, “Adopting and approving 
the 1995 Capital Budget and the 1995 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program,” by decreasing Community 
Based Organizations by $5,000 from 
$600,000 to $595,000, and by adding a 
new line item Metropolitan Tenant’s 
Organization, S5,000.—(SPONSORED 




BY JIM FERLO AND VALERIE 

MCDONALD) 

Also, 

No. 1631 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with the 
Metropolitan Tenant’s Organization for 
technical, administrative and training 
expenses, relative to the creation of a 
Resident Management Corporation, and 
related resident initiatives, for the benefit 
of low-moderate income residents of the 
City of Pittsburgh, at a cost not to exceed 
$5,000.00. .—(SPONSORED BY JIM 
FERLO AND VALERIE McDONALD) 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

Also, 

No. 1632 Communication from 
City Controller Tom Flaherty submitting a 
special report of Pittsburgh Magistrate 
Court, Recommendation Implementation. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

The Chain 

That concludes Presentation of 

Papers. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
The Chain 

Under Unfinished Business, let’s 
try to resolve the appointments and the 
composition of our Advisory Committee. 
Ms. McDonald and Mr. O’Connor, if you 
could give us an update on the 


suggestions from Councilmembers on the 
composition of the Advisory Committee. 

Mr. O’Connor- 

Well, we have an outstanding 
group of men and women to be appointed 
today and voted on. We have expanded 
the at large to cover two more, what will 
be fin a l voted on tomorrow. 

Do you want us to read the list of 

names? 

The Chair; 

Please. 

Mr. O’Connor; 

Appointment would be Eric 
Marchbein, Michael — 

The Chain 

Let’s go by each Councilmember, 
just for the public’s knowledge. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Councilman Dan Cohen, District 8; 
his appointee is Eric Marchbeiit 
Councilman Joe Cusick, District 4, is 
Michael Lamb. Alan Hertzberg, District 
2, is Tom Grealish. Valerie McDonald, 
her appointee is Lois Cain. Bob O’Connor 
is District 5, Mel Madden. Dan Onorato, 
District 5, Sam Asbaugh. Gene Ricciardi 
is Carol Crumby. Jim Ferlo is Stu Cohen. 
And District 6 we appointed Estella Smith. 
Although that Council seat is empty now, 
she has an outstanding record and is Vice 
President of Duquesne Light 






The at large appointments are 
Amie Horvitz, Gil Lancia, K. Leroy Lrvis, 
Jim Cunningham, Marion Damek from the 
Womens League, and the Republican 
nominee would be Leon Abromovitz. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. Ms. 
McDonald, do you have any co mments or 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, I do believe that this will be a 
very good committee. I hope that they 
will be hard working. All of the 
appointees, whether it be by district or at 
large, had expressed interest in working on 
this Advisory Board, and I just look 
forward to their recommendations. 

Again, we want to emp hasise that 
this is going to — this Board is going to 
come up with suggestions on how we can 
modify the Home Rule Charter to 
accommodate vacancies due to death or 
illness. There may be a suggestion to do 
nothing and then there may be some very 
creative suggestions. So, we are looking 
forward and basically hands off and 
allowing them to really get into it and look 
into some creative ways of how we can 
resolve the problems that we have been 
experiencing within the past two years 
because of the deaths of three 
Councilmembers. 

That is all I really have. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any other 
comments? Councilman Cohen. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I just 
want to commend Valerie McDonald and 
Bob O’Connor for their leadership on this 
issue, and I think this is a very a pp rop ri a te 
way to have a group, a very qualified 
group, address the issue, and 1 thank them 
for their leadership on it 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

Just by way of explaining some of 
the nominees, I think it is a very diverse 
group, ideologically, politic background, 
race, gender, neighborhood, and I think it 
is a good representative group to give 
some advice to Council, whether or not we 
accept it or ignore it will come later. 

Mr. Cunningham, as you are 
aware, is the original Executive Director to 
the original Home Rule Study 
Commission, and I think most of us feel he 
would be a good addition to give some 
longer range history to the discussion, 
because in the original citizen hearings 
leading to Home Rule, there was a lot of 
discussion and debate on the issue of 
vacancies and I think it would be good to 
rekindle and regain some of that 
discussion. 

It is a bipartisan group, also. 
While the bill was amended to specifically 
ask the Republican Party for a nominee, I 
know there is at least two other 
Republicans besides Mr. Abromovitz, who 
is on this panel and the final list that we 
have. So, we do want to include some of 
our folks from the min ority party in the 
City, and obviously we have governmental 
leaders, people who are active in 
Democratic Party politics and others. 


And, I just think it is a very good list to 
give Council some advice. 

Any other discussion or 
comments? Mr. Ricdardi. 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President I also 
would like to chime in and commend 
Councilmembers McDonald and 
O'Connor for taking the leadership on this 
issue. 

I am very pleased that from 
Council District 3, Carol Crumby, who is a 
very articulate woman from our 
Beltzhoover neighborhood, has agreed to 
serve on the committee. 

I do have a question, however, for 
the sponsors of the bill. I notice when we 
have read names for the at large members, 
there were more than four names read, I 
believe there were six. Does this mean we 
should amend the legislation, because 
Section 2 of the legislation states that four 
members will be elected at large, or 
appointed at large? 

The Chain 

Mr. O'Connor is submitting 
legislation today with Ms. McDonald 
amending this to allow for the additional 
members. There was a little bit of a mix 
jtp. Some of our colleagues went out on a 
imb and made a commitment which they 
iidn’t necessarily have to make. But, in 
any event, we want a broad co mmi ttee and 
here is no problem at all with just 
amending it to include fuller participation. 

Any other comments? Why don't 
have a formal motion then to accept the 


nominees and ask that our two colleagues 
who originally sponsored the bill maybe 
help convene this group in spraying the 
issue and provide them with a resolution. 
If you remember we also include in that 
resolution a review of any state statutes 
that might be applicable. 

So, is there a formal motion to 
accept this body, pending the amentimwit 
tomorrow for the extra two? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. The 
nominees on this Advisory Board are 
approved, and we will ask our City Clerk, 
Ms. Johnson, to assist this committee. 

On the issue of the Ethics Board, I 
have tried unsuccessfully - Mr. Cohen has 
communicated to me several times he is 
anxious to try to resolve the Council 
nominees on the vacancies that exist on 
the Ethics Commission. I am going to 
give it one last shot I know Councilman 
Cohen had suggested two names, I believe 
Dr. Alan and Mr. Schoyer, Edward 
Schoyer. We need two nominees from 
Mr. Cusick, please, by the end of the 
week, if we can. Mr. Hertzberg has 
nominated two individuals. Again, these 




recommendations that are from Council go 
to the Mayor and the Mayor gleans from 
this list of 18 two appointments. 

Mr. Hertzberg has nominated two 
individuals, Sister Mary Bride-O’Malley, 
David M. Koiman. Ms. McDonald has 
one nominee, she suggested Dana Fowler. 
I need two from Mr. O’Connor. Mr. 
Onorato has suggested Mr. Derwin 
Rushing, and we need another nominee. 
Mr. Ricciardi, we need two nominees for 
the Ethics Board. 1 have nominated Mr. 
Pushinsky and Mr. Cohen. And, we will 
collectively try to come up with two 
nominees for Council District 6. 

But, right now the Ethics 
Commission is not in full complement of a 
quorum, I don’t even believe, and.it has 
been months since we resolved this. I 
have sent memos on several occasions. If 
we could please try to resolve this J if not I 
am going to ask that a few of us just get 
together and we will start picking 
nominees from your respective districts, 
which I would rather not do. So, if you 
could try to resolve this by the end of the 
week. 

Again, the Mayor would only pick 
two out of the 18 names; it is unlikely that 
obviously, that any of them are going to 
serve except for a couple but we need to 
move on this list. If we do not do t hfo 
then I am going to suggest that we amend 
the appointment process and make it more 
of a collaborative effort, where a majority 
gets together and makes two no min ee^ 
because this has been an unworkable 
process, quite frankly, and we need to 
resolve this. 

Mr. Cohen, I do not know if you 
want to chime in here. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President. I think it is always 
difficult, and we found this with really 
every commission, when you have two 
branches of government and both of them 
want to be involved in the appointment 
process. As you know, the Home Rule 
Charter, only the Mayor can appoint to 
certain boards, commissions 
authorities, and that includes Ethics 
Commission. So, we came up with a 
formula, it is not the easiest formula but I 
thought it’s the one that involved both 
sides of the hall, and if that doesn’t work, 
then we’U just go back and do another 
formula. 

The Chain 

Well, just be clear, the Mayor is 
not the issue at this point, really it is 
Council. I would say, please, let’s try to 
get these names together, if not, I would 
ask Mr. Cohen to please consider 
amending the bill to allow just the 
majority of Councilmembers — basically a 
nomination could be made from the floor 
based on a majority vote. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I hope that wasn’t misunderstood. 
My point was not in any way to say that 
the Mayor has been delaying, he hasn’t 
But, what we have to do is put together a 
group of people to send over to the Mayor 
and, therefore, both sides have to be 
involved in it So, hopefully everybody 
will get their names in and we will get that 
done. 


The Chain 


Very good. I do not think that is 
going to happen, so please consider 
amending it to have a more expeditious 
process to do this. 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for February 15,1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Any other matter under Unfinished 
Business or Reports of Special 
Committees to be brought before the 
body? 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1551 

I do want to say hello to Mr. Udin 
over there, our Democratic Party nominee 
in Council District 6. Good morning. 

Mr. Udin: 

Good morning. 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Consolidated Rail Corporation in 
the amount of $969.40 covering Railroad 
Flagging Services required for the Bridge 
Safety Inspection of the Pennsylvania 
Avenue Bridge; and providing for the 
payment thereof.” 

The Chain 

Which was read. 

If not, we will move to Reports of 
Committees. 

Also, 


BUI No. 1574 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Chain 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $13,000.00 
warrant in favor of Charles Beroes in 
settlement of claim for property damage.” 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget Mr. Onorato. 

The Chair: 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bUls will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk wUl call the roll. 

Bill No. 1633 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 





Ayes: 


subcontractor 

$3,140,411.00: 


agreements 


by 


Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato * 

Mr. Hertzbexg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finall y 

Also, 

Bill No. 1577 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 412 of 1994 
entitled, ‘Providing for the filing of an 
application or applications by the City of 
Pittsburgh with the U.S. Department of 
Labor and/or Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania for a grant or grants in 
connection with the Job Training 
Partnership Act; providing for the 
execution of grant contracts and for the 
fi l ing of requisitions and other data; 
providing for the appointment of the 
Private Industry Council and authorization 
for the Private Industry Council and the 
City of Pittsburgh to enter into agreements 
authorized by the Job Training Partnership 
Act, as amended; providing for required 
assurances; providing for the execution of 
payment vouchers and for certification of 
authorized signatures; providing for a 
contract or contracts with various 
agencies/employers for services and 
programs related to training, and 
employment for the Job Training 
Partnership Act projects; and providing for 
the deposit of funds into a bank account’ 
by increasing the amount available for 


Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

Ms. McDonald (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

(MR. RICCIARDI ABSTAINING) 

Also, 

Bill No. 1578 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the conveyance by the City 
of Pittsburgh of certain property, under 
Act No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second 
Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection 
Act”, effective December 11,1984, having 
been placed for sale to adjoining property 






NOES none 


owners in conjunction with the City of 
Pittsburgh/NeighborFair Sideyard 

P r o gram.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1592 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the transfer of Thirteen 
Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($13,750.00) from Code Account PSTA, 
Index Code 253450, Public Safety 
Training Academy, to Code Account 
HSPG, Index Code 252486, Highway 
Safety Project Grant, Department of Public 
Safety. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. - 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


AYES 8 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1634 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
February 15, 1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1580 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements, 
or the use of existing agreements for the 
furnishing of professional services for the 
benefit of the residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh effective January 1, 1995 and 
providing for the payment of the cost 
thereof which is not to exceed Five 
Hundred Fifty Thousand ($550,000.00) 
Dollars, chargeable to and payable from 
Code Account 1676, Miscellaneous 
Services, Index Code 167601, Department 
of Public Works.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

This is the grant for NeighborFair. 




Any other discussion or 
comments? Hearing none, the bill is now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bill will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1635 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for February 15, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
Bill No. 1581 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with Agencies that operate 
Emergency Shelters for the homeless in 
the City of Pittsburgh, so as to provide for 
the payment of rehabilitation, 
maintenance, operation, insurance. 


utilities, furnishings, and essential services 
of said Agencies, at a total cost not to 
exceed $842,000.00” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

I had asked a number of questions 
regarding the Emergency Shelter Program, 
specifically concerns I raised about the 
lack of enough single-room occupancy and 
bridge housing kinds of opportunities, 
because 1 think unfortunately we 
disproportionately allocated dollars to one- 
night shelters and I think that is greatly 
contributing to the problem of people 
being on the street, panhandlers and 
individuals that have come up late as being 
somewhat problemsome. I do not know 
that we are dealing with it in the most 
progressive fashion that we should be 
dealing with the problem and I did ask a 
number of questions. 

And, I want to thank Director 
Hirsch for sending an update to Council 
giving us kind of a breakdown of the 
various emergency shelter, the one-night 
programs, in terms of the number of beds 
and what their utilization is, and also a 
number of the other agencies that are now 
receiving some level of funding, who 
engage more in the operation of bridge 
housing and single-room occupancy and 
meet some of the more comprehensive 
mental health and employment and 
guidance kinds of assistance that is 
needed, if we are going to be sincere in 
dealing with the problem of homeless here 
in the City of Pittsburgh. 



I would ask maybe that 
Council woman McDonald review that 
memo, her committee, there may be some 
need to review the issue as we look into 
the future for allocation of dollars for the 
emergency housing i«i- 

Any other comments? Hearing 
none, the bill is now ready for final action. 
All in fevor of the passage of the bill will 
vote “aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Cleric will 
call the roll. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to the Authority 
of an amount not to exceed $50,000.00 for 
the Downtown Top Shops Program.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1562 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr Herczberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 1636 


Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for February 15, 1995, transmitting sundry 
resolutions to Council. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to the Authority 
of $1,000,000.00 for the Central Business 
District Revitalization Program.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1563 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to URA of 
$25,000.00 for the Marketing of the City’s 
Economic Development Programs and 
Projects” 

Which was read. 


Which was read, received and filed. 


Also, 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
Bill No. 1561 


Bill No. 1564 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement or 





Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to URA of 
$40,000.00 to implement the 
Neighborhood Business Development 
Revitalization Program in non-CDBG 
eligible areas.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1565 

A Resolution entitled, "Resolution 
authorizing*a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to URA of 
$ 1,000,000.00 for the North Shore 
Project” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1566 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 

Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to URA of 
$800,000.00 for South Side Riverfront 
Development” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1567 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 


Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to URA of 
$650,000.00 for Riverfront Acquisition 
and Development of Property along the 
AUegheny River.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 1568 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing an Agreement between the 
City of Pittsburgh, the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
and MRRC, Inc., for the construction and 
maintenance of street lighting on 
Washington’s Landing.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 1569 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer to URA of 
$1,450,000.00 for the Washington’s 
Landing Project” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 1570 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and Robert 
Harald Tarasovich for the sale of Block & 
Lot 8-A-31 in the 22nd Ward of the City 




ofPgh., for SI,500.00 — Residential Land 
Reserve Fund (residential rehabilitation).” 
Which was read. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Also, 

Bill No. 1571 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the URA to acquire all of the 
Zity’s right, title, and interest, if any, in 
md to the publicly-owned property in the 
?2nd Ward of the City of Pittsburgh being 
designated as Block & Lot 8-A-31, under 
he Residential Land Reserve Fund.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1607 


An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
unending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Six, 
‘Conduct”, Article V, “Discrimination”, 
Zhapter 653, “H uman Relations 
Zommission”, Section 653.03, “Meetings 
md Voting” to allow die Commission to 
nore expeditiously handle its increasing 
caseload.”— (SPONSORED BY MR. 
TCRLO) 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onoralo 
Mr.Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


MR- O’CONNOR PRESENTED 


Bill No. 1637 


Report of the Committee on T jmHc 
Buildings and Procurement for February 
15, 1995, transmitting sundry resolutions 
to Council. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1593 


Which was read. 

[he Chair: 

You have heard the reading md 
ities of the bills, is there any discussion on 
he bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
eady for final action. All in favor of the 
>assage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
heir names are called; all opposed will 
ote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 5901 Bryant Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15206, in the 11th Ward, from James 
Trebac, owner, for the purpose of 
establishing a Community Oriented Police 
mini station, for a term of two (2) years, 
made effective and retroactive to April 27, 
1994, at no rental cost to the City. The 
City shall assume the cost of utilities, not 
to exceed One Thousand Four Hundred 
($1,400.00) Dollars per year” 




Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1594 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 1900 Broadhead Fording Road, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205, in the 28th-Ward, 
from the Housing Authority, City of 
Pittsburgh, owner, for the purpose of 
establishing a Community Oriented Police 
mini station, for a term of two (2) years, 
made effective and retroactive to April 1, 
1994, at no cost to the City other than use 
of telephones and telephone line 
maintenance.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1595 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 6290 Auburn Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15206, in the 12th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to December 22, 1993, at 
no cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 
main t enan ce” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1596 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 7030 Kelly Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15208, in the 13th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to March 10, 1994, at no 
cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 
maintenance.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1597 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 7321 Frankstown Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15208, in the 13th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, marie effective 
and retroactive to My 5, 1993, at no 
additional cost to the City except for the 
cost of repairs which include $526.30 for 
labor and $271.00 for materials, and the 
use of telephones and telephone line 

Tnaintenanrp ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1598 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 2260 Bracey Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 
15221, in the 13th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh. 



owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to August 6, 1993, at no 
cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 

maintpnanrj* n 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1599 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 1014 Sheffield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15233, in the 21st Ward, from the Housing 
Authority, City of Pittsburgh, owner, for 
the purpose of establishing a Community’ 
Oriented Police mini station, for a term of 
two (2) years, made effective and 
retroactive to December 11, 1993, at no 
cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 
maintenance.” 

Also, 

Bill No. 1600 


Also, 

Bill No. 1601 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 920 Brookline Boulevard, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15226, in the 19th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to March 10, 1994, at no 
cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line 
maintenance.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names arc called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of a space located 
at 803 Warrington Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15211, in the 18th Ward, from the 
Housing Authority, City of Pittsburgh, 
owner, for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to May 12,1994, at no cost 
to the City other than use of telephones 
and telephone line maintenance.” 

Which was read. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 




The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed filially. 

The Chair: 

Members of Council, I would like 
to ask for reconsideration, even though we 
took a final vote, on Bill 1592 in Finance, 
which was initially read. 1 had asked Mr. 
Cohen to please consider recommitting 
this bill for some discussion. This was 
hastily approved, most of us were absent at 
the Wednesday session. I do not know if 
there is any discussion. 

This involves the issue of the 
breathalyzer and pulling people off the 
road and all that business. 1 do not know 
if there is any discussion, but 1 would like 
to have some discussion My concern has 
to do with the utilization of police 
resources and all that. And, I would 
respectfully ask, since unfortunately I 
failed to bring this up because I thought it 
was under Public Safety, how it ended up 
in Finance, I am not exactly sure, but it is 
Bill 1592, and I would respectfully ask 
that we consider recommitting this for 
some discussion. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Motion to reco mmi t. 

The Chain 

Mr. Cusick’s motion to recommit 
Motion for reconsideration, first 

Mr. Cusick: 

So moved. 


The Chain 

Is there a second on 

reconsideration? 

MR COHEN seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

It is moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREV AILED . 

The Chain 

The bill is now up for 
reconsideration. Mr. Cusick has a motion 
to recommit 

MR COHEN seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

Mr. Cohen, you second, as 
Chairman of Public Safety. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Discussion. 

The Chain 

Discussion, Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Obviously, as a courtesy to the 
President of Pittsburgh City Council, I will 
vote in the affirmative. I just want to 
make it clear that it is important, at least 
from my perspective, to move this bill as 
fast as possible, because obviously no one 
at this City Council in the City Council 
Chambers want drunks on the road, and I 




think this is a very important piece of 
legislation to purchase a very important 
piece of equipment, and I believe probably 
has the full support or at least the majority 
of support of taxpayers in this City. 
However, I will vote in the affirmativ e 
here. 

The Chain 

Well, I would like to discuss the 
issue of drunks on the road, which I agree 
with you; the issue is how to deal with it, 
whether it is probable cause, or whether or 
not we just line people up like VASCAR 
and utilize police resources that way. It 
may, and I am sure it will, receive possible 
vote. I have reservations about it, but 
unfortunately there was no discussion, I 
don’t believe, at the Wednesday meeting, 
and I would like an opportunity to at least 
better understand what the police 
procedure is going to be, what die 
resources are. I know in my district we 
would like the police in the parks, as a 
priority. 

In any event, any other discussion 
on the reco mmittal ? Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I would like to ask 
that we receive as much information as 
possible on this prior to tomorrow. 
Perhaps we can get something in writing 
from the Public Safety Department about 
what this Highway Safety Project Grant is 
exactly and the details of it 

So, 1 would like to make a formal 
request for that 


The Chain 

Thank you. We will ask the Clerk 
to have Public Safety here, and if they 
have any information in advance, I would 
appreciate it I have a problem making 
lawyers rich. 

Any other discussion? All in favor 
of the recommittal? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 


The Chain 

Thank you very much. I apologize 
for that disruption. 

Going back to Co mmit tee on 
Engineering and Construction. Mr. 
Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1638 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for February 15, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


Bill No. 1552 





A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements, or use of existing 
Agreements with a Consultant or 
Consultants, for Architectural/Engmeering 
Services in connection with various City 
projects; at a cost not to exceed 
$300,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-88 ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1553 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements, or use of existing 
Agreements and/or a Contract or 
Contracts; or use of existing Contracts and 
providing for the purchase of equipment 
and materials in connection with the 
rehabilitation of existing play areas; at a 
cost not to exceed $1,000,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC 95-369” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1554 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements, or use of existing 
Agreements with a Consultant or 
Consultants, for Architectural, Landscape 
Architectural and Engin eering Services for 
the Design of the Fort Pitt Boulevard 
Riverfront Park, at a cost not to exceed 
$300,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-70.” 


Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1555 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements, or use of existing 
Agreements, and/or a Contract or 
contracts, or use of existing Contracts, for 
Design and Construction of various walls 
throughout the City; cost not to exceed 
$150,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-210 ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1557 

A Resolution entitled, ‘Resolution 
providing for a Contract or Contracts, or 
use of existing Contracts, to perform 
required bridge maintenance at various 
locations, including, but not limited to 
Herron Avenue (Council District #7), 
Second Avenue over Nine Mile Run 
(Council District #5) and 28th Street 
Bridge (Council District #7); cost not to 
exceed $375,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account EC 95-512.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1558 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the filing of an application or 
applications by the City of Pittsburgh with 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Community Affairs, for a 




grant in connection with purchase and 
planting of Street Trees in Regent Square 
and the rehabilitation of the Swisshelm 
Park Project; providing for the execution 
of a Giant Contract and for the filing of 
requisitions and other d^ta - approving the 
rehabilitation, providing for required 
assurances; providing for the execution of 
payment vouchers on Letter of Credit; 
providing for the certification of 
authorized signatures; and for the deposit 
of funds into the Regent 
Square/Swisshelm Park Trust Fund.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1559 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the creation of a special trust 
fund to be known as the “Regent 
Square/Swisshelm Park Trust Fund” for 
the deposit of funds to be used for die 
purchase and planting of street trees in 
Regent Square and for the rehabilitation of 
Swisshelm Park.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Ms. McDonald. 


Ms. McDonald: 

On Bill 1553, I had much 
discussion in the committee meeting about 
this bill, and this involves the one million 
dollar pot of money to upgrade certain 
playgrounds. In meeting with 
Administration yesterday, there has been 
excellent news. The La rimer Avenue 
Playground will be renovated and it will 
be a project that will include co mmunit y 
members, particularly youth, where they 
will build it themselves of course, we 

will facilitate, we will help, but this will be 
a community effort In the East Liberty 
Park area, 'where I was at, in view of all 
the glass, and what have you, that also will 
be given attention. 

Mr. Sal Suabella had informed me 
just the other day that he went out with the 
Mayor to East Liberty Park and he could 
not believe all the glass and all the neglect 
So, I am glad that they saw fit to go out 
there, to see it for themselves and to 
realize that there are pockets of 
neighborhoods, little pockets in our 
community that always seem to t^ak * the 
news when it comes down to bad news. 
When we hear drive-by, when we hear any 
kind of negative activity, these 
communities are always — it seems to be — 
always on the screen, and now I think it is 
time to put back in instead of taking away. 
This equipment has been taken away over 
the years and I do believe it is time to put 
it back. If we want to no longer see these 
small pockets, in all of our districts, no 
longer on the news, then we are going to 
have to invest something. 

Again, this whole dialogue 
involved my stance that I do not really 
want to take away from anybody else’s 
district, that if parks are slated for 






renovation, I want them renovated This is 
not taking away from anyone; this is 
basically finding a creative way to pay 
attention to areas that have been neglected 
for years and years. It has not started just 
last year or the year - it has been years. 
So, it is time to put the equipment back in 
where they took it out 


The Chain 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 


And, I want to commend the 
Administration and my colleagues for their 
support I am sure all of us have concerns 
such as this And, I am ready to move 
forward on this. So, I will be voting in the 
affirmative for this bill in lieu of the 
dialogue that I have had _ with 
Administration, 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any other 
comments? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 
roll 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato - 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions, 
the Chair Presents. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1639 Resolution re-appointing 
William T. Simmons, Esquire, 657 
Paulson Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
15206, as a Member of the City of 
Pittsburgh’s Magistrate’s Court Term 
expires January 31,1999. 

Which was read. 

Also, 


No. 1640 Resolution re-appointing 
Irene McLaughlin, 4307 Stanton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15201, as a 
Member of the City of Pittsburgh’s 
Magistrate’s Court Term expires January 
31,1999. 

Which was read, 

The Chair: 

What is the pleasure of the body on 
the re-appointments? Attorney Simmons 
is the Republican Party no min ee. Judge 
McLaughlin. Mr. Ricciardi. 



Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President I 
support both of these nominees; however, 
I think it is very important if they could 
come before us, and the reason for that is, 
it gives us an opportunity to talk about the 
entire City Court System, including 
Housing Court, and maybe some of our 
ideas, get a status report and whatnot So, 
even though, I know in the past if it is re- 
nominations, we VOte to nominate but in 
my case, I hope City Council would 
respect, I would like them to come before 
as tomorrow, or whenever they are 
available. 

Hie Chain 

Are you making a motion to have - 
Mr. Ricciardi: 

So moved. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
[*he Chair; 

Second. Any other discussion? 
Ml in favor? 

tfHICH MOTION PREVAILED, 
rhe Chain 

Thank you. I would ask the Clerk 
o meet with Mr. Onorato and try to decide 
►n a schedule, either tomorrow or next 
Wednesday. They will continue to serve 
n their capacity, nonetheless, during this 
nterirn period. I think their term was up 
he end of the month. 


Other issues under Motions and 
Resolutions? Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. I will be short Mr. 
President, I would just like to take this 
opportunity to commend City Controller 
Tom Flaherty, his employees, and Chief 
Magistrate Donald Machen. Government 
works best when all branches of the 
government work cooperatively together 
for the benefit of the taxpayer. 

In March of 1994 the City 
Controller released a very harsh audit of 
the City Court System. At that time newly 
appointed Donald Machen took office, 
took many of the reforms to heart, took 
them very seriously and implgmpmyffd 
several of them. On that note, the 
collection of revenue, for example, from 
City Court increased 124 percent for over 
$300,000.00 and, as a matter of feet, in an 
unprecedented move, Donald Machen 
asked die City Controller to come back 
and re-audit 

So, it shows you that audits can 
work for the City of Pittsburgh. People 
should not be frightened in any way at 
audits and people should take them very 
seriously. As we know in the past, maybe 
in the past administrations, the City 
Controller’s audits were just brushed off 
and they should not be. 

But, I really would like to 
commend, also. Chief Magistrate Donald 
Machen, for inviting people back, and I 
think that really shows that he is down 
there doing the best job as he can. 

So, once again, I would really like 
to thank these two individuals, but 





especially their employees who have done 
much of the work. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Other discussion? Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I just wanted to mention, I have 
never -1 am sure I am speaking for all of 
us. The last few days have haH so many 
comments in response to the funeral 
Saturday. I just think it is ap p r opri ate we 
thank the Bishop, the Mayor, the 
Administration, all the City Departments, 
how well they handled that jj 
probably the most moving tribute I have 

ever seen to our three Men firefighters. I 

think the TV coverage was an excellent 
idea. I have never seen so many people 
comment on it It was over a three-hour 
funeral and it seemed to me that it took a 
half hour. And, firefighters from all over 
the country came. I just, ag ai ^ would li ke 
to thank everyone involved, all the City 
employees who gave their time and 
service. I know going to the individual 
funeral homes, the firefighters stood guard 
at the doors, at the casket I just think it is 
something drat we in Pittsburgh will never 
forget And, I just want to thank everyone 
involved for doing such an outstanding job 
in such terrible circumstances. 

The Chain 

Th a nk you, Mr. O’Connor. It was 
a terrible tribute, I agree. And, again I 
think our prayers need to remain with - 
one of the firefighters, I believe, is still 
critically injured, still in the hospital. I 
think we need to remember that individual 
and if we can show some support 


fin a nc ially for the family or whatever we 
need to do, I would like to also make that 
point We are very concerned about that 
individual at fids point 

Other comments on thig point? 
Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

No, on something else. 

The Chain 

Other issue. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes. The Post Gazette recently 
pub lish ed an editorial concerning the 
cooperation between units of government 
on the Liberty Tubes Interchange Project, 
which I thought was very good that they 
kept abreast of what was go ing on there. 

One thing upset me, that they had 
left out a very important part of 
government that was excluded from the 
final decision-making, whether or not 
there is even a final decision made on what 
the proposal was. 

On January 12th there was a 
preliminary presentation by PennDot and 
City P lanning in regards to the potential 
plans at the Liberty Tubes Interchange, 
and Mr. Nutbrown was — and the designer, 

I imagine, from out of Philadelphia, were 
there to answer some of the questions anrf 
concerns that we may have. They showed 
us several different plans and, quite 
frankly, not knowing which one they were 
going to accept, left us - well, left me 
with a lot of different concerns, since it 


had a great impact on my communities of 
Beechview, Brookline and Carzick. 

I thought that PennDot, City 
P lanning , along with our Engineering 
Department, would come back to this 
Council and would give us a follow-up. 
Now, as you read in the paper that the 
Commissioners, Senators, the Mayor, they 
had all met and agreed on four final 
designs, which one they are going to pick, 
we are not real sure of but up until that 
point we were not sure of. 

I showed the Mayor’s Office that 1 
was very unhappy by what had happened, 
being the representative horn the area, but 
not only that, I think this body should be 
informed of all major projects such as the 
Liberty Tube Exchange. I think that 
history shows that when Council is not 
informed of a project and things start to go 
wrong, that we are very unhappy that we 
are not pan of the planning process. 

I do not think the Senators, 1 do not 
think that the State Representatives, 
PennDot, hear the complaints. This body 
hears the complaints from our 
constituency and we should be involved in 
the planning process. It upset me to the 
point that they said that they were going to 
introduce the legislation on March 1st, we 
introduced the legislation today. I do not 
want to be labeled as an obstructionist but 
I do want the concerns of my constituency 
answered. I think this Council, all of this 
Council, should be upset with whoever 
excludes us from any process that we are 
directly involved in. 

1 had asked that a post agenda be 
set up for tomorrow, after the Wednesday 
meeting, to discuss the plans that PennDot, 
the City and whoever else may be talking 


about it It directly impacts my district, 
the businesses in my district, the 
constituency, and the concerns of my 
district need to be addressed, whether they 
be how traffic is going to flow off of 
Pioneer, how it flows off of 51, does it 
really help us, does it just continue a 
problem that we in the south of the City 
have seen over a number of years, is this 
really worth spending this money or 
should we be using it in another part of the 
corridor on 51. These answers — I think 
that not only I at that January 12th meeting 
had a lot of questions, I think other 
Councilmembers bad questions. I will tell 
you the truth, I cannot even remember, 
there were so many maps at that meeting, 
which plan they were going to take. 

Now, recently in the last few days I 
had the opportunity to sit down with 
Director Reginella; he was very 
informative, was able to answer a lot of 
my questions. But, I do not think it is fair 
for us to ram this project down the 
constituents of District 4’s throats and I 
am not going to play part of that At one 
point someone came to me and said, u Joe, 
this is a great plan; what’s the problem?” 
Well, if it is such a great plan, what’s the 
problem with sharing it with this body? It 
upsets me that we were not included in the 
planning process of this. I hope this 
Council supports me in the efforts to make 
sure that, whether it be PennDot, or any 
other government agency, that they come 
to this body and make us part of the 
planning process in the future. We have to 
stand ground. 

Now, I had thought about holding 
back the legislation. I do not want to stop 
this project if it is going to help this City, 
this region and the constituents of District 
4, that is not what I am trying to do, but I 




do feel they need to be involved. They 
held a public meeting, the Post Gazette 
had an advertisement of some sort in their 
paper five days prior to the meeting, but 
the meeting was held in Beltzhoover anH 
my communities were not involved in that 
I was never personally invited, nor anyone 
from this Council was personally invited 
and, quite frankly, we should be insulted 
that we were not invited. 

And, I hope that Council will 
support me in this, and I think that many 
times over we have always supported one 
another in our districts. This is in my 
district, and if you were left out of a 
planning process I would support you in it 
I hope that we show other government 
agencies, if they want to do projects here 
in this City, they have to deal with this 
body of government Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. I just 
want to chime in a little bit I am very 
upset also. 1 attended that what I thought 
was a preliminary orientation session by 
PennDot and the consul tants to this 
Council regarding the issue. I am on the 
Board of the SPRPC, the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Regional P lanning 
Commission, and up until late December 
this project was not even one of the 
projects that we were even considering, all 
of a sudden we have changed Governors in 
Harrisburg and all of a sudden 
Commissioner Dunn and Senator Fisher 
take hold and now all of a sudden this is a 
priority project, a project that just a few 
couple months ago was not even being 
considered by the SPRPC as any major 
transportation issue, not that it should not 
be something considered but it was not 
even in the planning process, in terms of 


all the work that the SPRPC is legitimately 
and statutorily required to do in termc 0 f 
acting as a planning body. 

Now, I appreciate that government 
can move quickly and fest track a project 
when it needs to be done and I applaud 
that kind of initiative on the part of the 
Commissioneis and our Mayor. 

But, I am very concerned, and I 
have an immediate self-interest, and that is 
a Lawrenceville access road, it is a major 
road that will be built, it is going to affect 
the Strip District, all the way to the 62nd 
Street Bridge. I attended a meeting, 
similar fashion, in my neighborhood of 
Lawrenceville, and I was very concerned 
about what I thought was really kind of a 
half baked citizen participation process. 
And, this is a road that is going to affect 
economic development along Allegheny 
River, through my neighborhoods, could 
affect adversely Riverfront development 

I am just using that as an example, 
that if we are not involved in the process, 
we are not going to have a good project 
And, I resent that executives, be it at the 
Commission level or at the Mayoral level, 
can affix their signature on something 
without involving actively and sincerely 
Council as a planning body. 

I specifically asked and I know Mr. 
Cusick had asked at that preliminary 
meeting that we had in the conference 
room, I specifically asked to have Council 
notified of when die public hearing was. I 
did not receive notification, and I do not 
think most residents really looked through 
the classifieds at the Post Gazette or the 
Courier or the Tribune Review to actually 
learn about bids or public hearing notices. 

I mean we are instruments to help get 


meaningful citizen participation, we have 
done that time and time agai n 1 do not 
know if that took place here. 

I find it interesting the public 
hearing was in Beltzhoover as opposed to - 
- not that they are not effective, but there 
are certainly a host of communities right 
outside of the tunnel that 1 think should 
have been an active part of the public 
hearing, whether or not they were, I don’t 
know, since 1 didn’t know to be able-to 
attend the hearing which I wanted to do 
because I have some major reservations 
about the cost and what the actual benefit 
is to this project. 

I am personally not voting with it 
until there is a public hearing by this 
Council. I would also suggest, and Mr. 
Cusick has advised me, that we may want 
to have a public hearing out in the 
neighborhoods affected regarding this 
whole project And, it is true that it 
parochially affects Mr. Cusick’s 
neighborhoods most directly. But, 
whenever you have a multi-million dollar 
project of this nature, whether it be the 
East Street Valley or the Wabash Bridge 
or this proposal, it affects all of our 
districts because we are talking about how 
dollars have been prioritized. Dollars to 
do this means that for another decade I 
will have my Hess Run Bridge on Butler 
Street In any event, it affects all of us 
dearly. 

Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. Well, I do agree with 
Councilman Cusick, that I believe that this 
body, but especially Councilman Cusick, 
whose neighborhoods are probably mostly 


directly involved, should be part of the 
planning process. I do, however, would 
like to say respectfully that we have to be 
very careful that in no way that we slow 
the project because 1 believe it is a 
problem, it is a problem that has been 
there for decades. 

I support the fly-over. I think it is 
going to be a great idea. It is going to 
keep the traffic moving out of the West 
Liberty Tunnels. It is going to definitely 
keep the 51 traffic moving. I think it is 
going to be good for businesses. 

So, of course, I am suppor ting 
Councilman Cusick in his motion and 1 — 
or basically his thoughts that we should be 
part of the planning process. However, I 
hope that we don’t drag things out through 
too many public hearings. Well, what I 
mean by that, public h earings at least have 
them occur as fast as possible because we 
know that monies are very tight also on 
the state level. We have been very 
fortunate that we have had some elected 
officials south of the rivers, including 
Senator Fisher, that have been able to get 
this on a fast track because I think it is 
going to benefit the entire City of 
Pittsburgh but especially neighborhoods 
south of the rivers. 

So, again, I support Mr. Cusick. I 
think we should be part of the planning 
process. But, let’s be very careful that we 
do not put on the brakes on this project or 
we do not slow it down and throw it in 
first gear because I believe we could 
become a part of it but at the same time we 
could move as quickly as possible. I have 
seen other projects that have dragged out 
I have seen people asking for a lot of 
studies, maybe a lot of public hearings. 
The problem is the public hearings could 




be a week away or two weeks away or 
three weeks away. Let’s do this very 
quickly before we lose this. 

This fly-over is a great idea and it 
is really going to move traffic, it is going 
to be good for economic development, it is 
going to be definitely good for 
Councilman Cusick’s neighborhoods and 
it is going to be very good for mine also. 
And, that is the reason the meeting was in 
Behzhoover because Beltzhoover is 
directly affected. The meeting was well 
attended and I welcomed it in my district 
As a matter of feet, I wrote several letters 
asking that meetings would occur in my 
district and I was very pleased that they 
did pick Beltzhoover. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Were you informed of the public 
hearing prior to — 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

1 am just an adamant reader of our 
local newspapers. 

The Chair: 

Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

This is in response to that And, I, 
too, want to see this project happen, if it 
works for my communities. I do not want 
to see another East Street Expressway 
happen and totally bypass my business 
corridors, whether it be West Liberty 
Avenue, 51. I think there are a great deal 
of concerns that this body needs to 
address, whether or not the businesses are 
— we are trying to relocate the businesses 


here in the City, 'whether or not you are 
able to access West Liberty Avenue with 
this whole plan, does it really work for the 
communities of District 4. 

Unless you were briefed privately. 
Councilman Ricciardi, I don’t think that 
those questions have really been answered, 
and I am not willing to say I am for 
anyt hing that I do not know about, and for 
that reason, I think that the only thing that 
I can do at this point is to show my 
displeasure in the process that PennDot 
has taken. 

I think that, again, if you see what 
Port Authority, or the problems we just 
had with the Wabash Bridge coming 
across the City, other different things that 
other government agencies were involved 
in in this City, it is always because we are 
left out of the p lanning process anH we 
become a very part Like I said earlier, no 
one is going to complain to Senator Fisher 
or Commissioner Dunn when this is all 
done and said, they are coming right to me 
and they are going to hold me responsible 
for anything that goes wrong in here. So, 
for that reason I think this body needs to 
be more involved. 

I agree with Councilman Ferlo and 
other Councilmen, it does directly impact 
your neighborhood and this City and this 
region. And so, for that reason we are 
elected to make sure that our communities 
and this City is properly represented and 
that is what 1 intend to do. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Excuse me. In response. I was not 
briefed privately. Counc ilman Cusick, and 
if you listened very carefully to my 
statement, I am in support of your notion, 


and that is that this body needs to be part 
of the planning process; however, I 
respectfully requested that we do not 
become — or slow down the process or 
slow this project down; that these public 
hearings must occur, if we decide public 
hearings, as fast as possible, because 1 
believe this project has been put on the fast 
track by Governor Ridge, Senator Fisher 
and others, and I want to make sure that in 
no way drat we throw a monkey wrench 
into this, because I am telling you. 
Councilman Cusick, this is going to be 
great for your neighborhoods, it is going-to 
be good for my neighborhoods, it is going 
to be good for the City of Pittsburgh- This 
fly-over is the greatest thing 

So, again, I am supporting you, 
that we should become part of the 
planning process. However, I wanted to 
stale publicly, let’s not slow it down or 
any way throw it into first gear or throw 
on the emergency brake. Let’s become 
part of the planning process; let’s inject 
ourselves into the dialogue and we could 
all come out doing what is best for the 
vehicles, for the pedestrians, for die 
drivers and also for the businesses south of 
the rivers. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Well, I just want to make just a 
final comment here. 

The Chair: 

Well, excuse me, Mr. Cusick. Let 
some of our other colleagues speak and 
then you can have the final word. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. 


The Chair: 

Mr. Onoralo and then Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, I just want to start off by 
saying that obviously it appears that there 
has been some mistake made in 
communication, especially with 
Councilman Cusick’s Office, whose 
district is going to bear the burdens and 
die construction period how ever how long 
it takes, that they will be directly affected 
by it I think what I hear from 
Councilman Cusick is that he, too, does 
not want to delay the project It is not 
about evaluating the project, it is about the 
procedure, how we got to this point 

I think what we should do, because 
obviously. Council President, as you 
pointed out, we are dealing with the new 
Administration in Harrisburg and it is a 
Republican Governor with a Republican 
S enate and a Republican House and we 
got to deal with the political realities of the 
hand we are dealt I think what happens 
here, we could all agree that there is a list 
of projects that have to take place in the 
City of Pittsburgh but we will probably all 
disagree on the priority of those projects. 
You mentioned one in your district, I 
know a few in my district and we can go 
round and round. But, the political reality 
right now, for whatever reason is, this 
Governor, along with the Republican 
leadership, is pushing this particular 
project It is a project, it is probably long 
over due, will probably benefit the area but 
Councilman Cusick is asking for some 
input We cannot change what happened 
several months ago or weeks ago or even 
yesterday, but I think what we can do is to 





make sure that Councilman Cusick has the 
post agenda, the public hearing, whatever 
it takes to get the information he needs to 
feel comfortable with the project, and I 
think we can achieve that without 
jeopardizing this project and without 
delaying of this project 

We sent a strong signal that we 
objected to the way it was handled and 
Councilman Cusick made his point very 
clear. I think we still move ahead with the 
legislation that is coming forward, unless 
somebody can show that there is 
something that we find out or he fin ds out 
or someone here finds out that they 
strenuously object to. Right now no one is 
objecting to the project, including 
Councilman Cusick; he is saying that he 
does not have all the facts yet right now 
and he wants to see what is one the table. 
I think that it is important that we do move 
forward, recognizing his concerns and the 
concerns of file neighborhoods south_of the 
river. 

But, like 1 said, I am glad that the 
money is being released, I am glad that the 
Governor is sending money to Western 
Pennsylvania, particularly Pittsburgh, and 
I am willing to deal with the priority; that 
the Governor obviously has more leeway 
than we do in sending state dollars this 
way and we got to make sure that they are 
spent properly when they get here and that 
they benefit the City overall. 

So, stating that, I hope that this 
project will continue to move forward and 
we still get the answers for Mr. Cusick. 

And, on a final note, now that I 
thanked the Governor, I also want to just 
throw one criticism. I cannot believe he 


caved in on the emission testing. That’s it 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 
Coun cilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, not to be repetitious. Let’s 
be very grateful that some money is finall y 
coming this way for transportation which 
is a major regional problem. 

I agree with Mr. Ricciaidi, I like 
the project, but I also agree with 
Councilman Cusick, that it is in his 
district, if anything is wrong he is going to 
be sitting holding the bag. 

Are we scheduled, or are we 
supposed to have a public hearing, in 
Council, I’m saying? 

Mr. Cusick: 

We are having a post agenda 
tomorrow after the Regular Council 
Meeting and at that point I think we can 
make a decision whether or not we should 
be holding a public hearing and whether 
that public hearing be here in this Council 
Chambers or out in the co mmunit y 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, I was under the impression 
that the Mayor — I saw a memo that we 
were supposed to have a public hearing 
and bring everyone in to show us and any 
of your constituents and that way it would 
be televised, it would be very open, so that 
everyone would see. 



Mr. Cusick: 


This will be a televised post 
agenda. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

So, at the post agenda you are 
giving us all — or the PennDot is going to 
give us all the information? 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would hope they would have the 
information. If they were willing to share 
it with the paper, 1 would hope that they 
would be willing to share it with this body, 
especially when they want us to come up 
with $750,000.00 to be a part of this 
program. 

The Chain 

I think procedurally Mr. Cusick is 
suggesting that we have the post agenda, it 
will be televised and maybe indeed that 
our questions or whatever concerns we 
have, our due diligence that we need to go 
through will be resolved, in which case 
there may not be request by Mr. Cusick, or 
certainly citizens have a right to submit a 
petition over the next couple days. It may 
be that a public hearing may not happen. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Does any of this legislation require 
a public hearing? 

The Chain 

No. There are some issues of 
public hearing process regarding PennDot. 
There are approvals by the Army Corp. of 
Engineers regarding Saw Mill Run which I 


do not think they have secured, and there 
may be a host of issues but I do not think 
they are issues that this Council needs to 
resolve. They are issues that PennDot and 
the Project Managers need to resolve. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Well, I will show the respect to Mr. 
Cusick and wait till tomorrow, but 1 would 
hope that — our State Representatives and 
a lot of other people, I understand, have 
been kept out of the loop, and this is 
something that we don’t want to slow the 
process down because not only is it a 
major transportation issue but there’s a lot 
of major construction jobs, hundreds of 
construction jobs that_we don’t want to 
delay and we would like to get it done. 
Although I agree with you, but if it can’t 
be done tomorrow, then we should bring 
all the players together and see how we are 
going to resolve it Something is going to 
happen one way or the other. So, the 
sooner that we bring all of the people to 
the table the better. I agree with you, 
because the Mon Valley Expressway is a 
major issue in my area. I understand the 
Governor is coming in Friday. Again, Mr. 
Cusick, I agree with you, this just can’t go 
through without our input because we are 
the closest in touch with the 
neighborhoods. 

The Chair: 

Speaking of loops. This also has a 
loop, a 360 degree loop, as you come out 
of the tunnel, and I still have some 
legitimate questions about how quickly or 
safely traffic is actually going to move out 
of the tunnel to go left out Saw Mill Run, 
but hopefully we will try to review some 
of those questions tomorrow. 




Any other colleague, and I will let 
Mr. Cusick have the closing word on this? 
Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you, Mr. President Again, 
I want to be very clear on this. I am not 
saying I am against this project, I don’t 
know what I am, because up until a few 
days ago I had very little information in 
regards to this project and exactly what is 
going to happen. But, I do know one 
thing, that I am not going to be a part of 
any bureaucratic ramming of a project, just 
because the Governor wants to send 
dollars here to Western Pennsylvania, it 
needs to work for my community and 
hopefully it will work for my community 
and 1 am very optimistic that it will but I 
think there are concerns. And, if you had 
an opportunity to see the drawings, there 
were additional concerns further up on the 
West Liberty Avenue corridor; that I think 
that PennDot should be addressing what 
they think that we should be addressing 
locally. 

For these reasons, I think- that — we 
don’t just say, “Hey, they’re going to 
spend 10 million dollars here, let’s do it,” 
and it really does nothing for us. I am 
hopeful that we can work out some of the 
problems that I see in this project, and I 
think that I show that I am trying to move 
as quickly as possible on this by 
introducing the legislation today, having 
the post agenda tomorrow and going from 
there. So, in no way do I want to look like 
an obstructionist, I want to look like I am 
doing the right thing for my communities 
and that is what I was elected to do. 
Thank you. 


The Chain 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor; 

I agree with you. You said it right, 
“Let’s take the 10 million but we want to 
do the job right,” and you would think 
PennDot would have learned after the loop 
that. City Council, we’re very good design 
engineers. So, they seem to listen to us 
but only the trouble is it’s at the last 
minute. 

The Chain 

I know one issue Mr. Cusick has 
raised with me that he is adamant about 
and that is, if this project is going to 
proceed it has to include consideration for 
the Pioneer Exit on to West Liberty 
Avenue which is a significant traffic 
hazard. I am amazed that the officer, I 
believe he is probably a Traffic Officer, is 
in the middle of that line of traffic because 
it seems extremely dangerous the times 
that I have passed by, but there are literally 
thousands of cars that come down in a 
very awkward two lanes, down Pioneer 
Avenue on to West Liberty and for that 
intersection to be totally ignored and not 
be part of the overall planning for this 
major construction project, it just seems 
nonsensical to me and just indicates to me 
that that’s not a well thought-out project. 

So, again, we can rush to judgment 
but let’s do our due diligence and let’s 
involve the people that are going to be 
most affected by this. 

So, we will have that televised post 
agenda tomorrow, and I would ask the 
Clerk’s Office to please work with the 



Councilman’s Office on making sure we 
notify the appropriate individuals. 

I have just two brief points. I just 
want to thank the Law Department and 
Chief Buford and the Police Department, 
actually through two Administrations, anH 
that is a multi-year battle I have had with 
residents from the Lawxenceville 
community on a nuisance bar. Sharp’s Bar. 
We finally succeeded in closing the bar 
after a heck of a lot of effort, and I just 
want to go on record thanking the Law 
Department for their diligence in working 
with us. It was a long road, there were lots 
of appeals, there were lots of efforts to 
change the license to another famil y 
member. One thing after another I think 
we have all dealt with in our respective 
neighborhoods. But, it has been a tattle in 
the community, and when residents get 
involved to try to close a nuisance bar, I 
think we know the liquor laws really 
benefit the property owner 
disproportionately, and I just want to thank 
the Law Department, especially, Mr. 
Ashley Schannauer and others, for their 
hard work. 

And, secondly, just very briefly. 
While we are speaking here and while we 
are conducting this Legislative Meeting, 
the wolf is at the door, and that is, out at 
the Clark Candy Company, as we speak. 
And, that is, it is very disappointing that 
the Leaf Industries, the parent company of 
our own Clark Candy, is right now at the 
door attempting to move out the Clark 
Candy equipment As you know the 
company bought out the name “Clark 
Candy” and it seems as though they are 
going to consolidate and move that 
equipment the name and the product out 
to either Chicago, or some other facility 
that they own. Certainly I applaud, 


workers in those communities are in need 
of jobs, but it is extremely disappointing, 
it is disheartening; I considered it a 
dastardly deed, because I know the Mayor, 
quickly, at my request, had put together a 
response team. Commissioner Foerster got* 
involved. There was an effort to 
communicate to Leaf Industries asking 
them to please sit down with us, see 
whether or not we could continue to 
produce the product here. I’m certainly 
not going to buy another Clark Candy Bar, 

I could tell you that, if it gets produced 
somewhere else. 

These were quality local union 
jobs. Clark Candy is a fixture in this City 
for many decades, incl uding visually, with 
the sign on the North Side, and it is just 
very disappointing and it certainly affects 
a large number of Pittsburgh working class 
folks, and it is just very disappointing, 
because it was really the public sector that 
came at the critical time several years ago. 
Councilman Wagner was certainly 
supportive when he was here, to put 
together a financing package with the 
County to keep the product and the 
company and the plant operational, new 
equipment, modernization and met the 
temporary loss of some of those jobs. 

So, it is just a classical text book 
situation regarding what capital and hard 
finance is in this society. It is very 
disappointing and needless to say, I - 
words don’t describe how I feel about Mr. 
Carlow at this point; I am sure he will 
suffer some infliction through his life. 

But, having said that, I would still 
ask that the Mayor’s Response Team 
continue to work on this. I know it is 
unfortunate because the Clark Candy Bar 
seems like it will be gone but it may be 








that the shell of the plant could continue to 
be operational, but, agafn that 
something we are going to have to struggle 
with. But, it is very unfortunate and I 
think it is a tragedy. 

Having said that, are there any 
other matters to be brought before the 
body? Coun cilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, I just want to agree with you, 
Jim, and I think it is a tragedy, and you 
and 1 worked on the baking company very 
hard. 1 think if government learned 
anything, we ought to leam a lesson on 
who we deal with and who we give some 
of these funds to. Unfortunately, in these 
two cases it looks like the manager — or 
the owner was not the right person to 
manage this business and everyone suffers, 
especially the workers. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Any other comments? The Clerk 
will follow-up with Mr. Onorato on the 
interviewing of Judge McLaughlin and 
Judge Simmons. 

We need a motion to approve the 
Minutes and a motion to adjourn. 

MR- ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, February 14,1995. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 


Council adjourned. 
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Good morning, everyone. Good 
morning. City Council’s Legislative 
Session will now come to order, and I 
would ask that you please be mindful; it is 
hard to hear in the room; we have an 
unusually large number of guests. Good 
morning. We welcome all of you to 
Council Chambers. We want to proceed 
expeditiously. 

At this time I would ask that you 
all rise for the Pledge of Allegiance and 
would you please remain standing for a 


moment of silent prayer so that we may 

have peace throughout the world. 

We are very pleased and honored 
this morning to have a young gentleman 
here; his name is Amir Clemmons; he goes 
to Belmar Elementary School in 
Councilwoman McDonald’s district He is 
a 5th Grader; he is from Council District 
9; he is 10 years old, and he is going to 
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Amir. 

Amir Clemmons: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chair: 

Thank you. You may be sealed. 
Good morning, everyone. We have a lot 
of guests in the audience and a number of 
important proclamations and I have to ask 
that everybody be patient, everybody 
wants to have their proclamation first, 
which we just cannot do. 

At this time I would like to call on 
Councilman Onorato, who has a number 
of young people here; we would like to 
have a proclamation. Councilman 
Onorato. 













Mr. Onorato: 

At this time, Mr. President and 
colleagues, I would like to call forward 
Nancy Naragon, the President of the 
League of Women Voters of Greater 
Pittsburgh, Kids Around Town Project 
Coordinator, Evelyn Murrin, Ann 
Schifferley, Pat Tierney, Phyllis 
Armstrong. Please come up here, too, 
when I call your name. And we have 
teachers present with us, Todd Frank, Amy 
O’Neill, Sue Graham and J ami e Cindrich. 

Colleagues, as they are walking 
forward, this is a pilot pr ogr am for 
Pittsburgh; it is not the first time it has 
happened in the country or even in the 
state but this is the first time it happened in 
Pittsburgh, and I am proud to represent the 
North Side that is hosting the project for 
the first time, and hopefully it could be 
expanded throughout the City in all of our 
districts. It is a program with the League 
of Women Voters, basically to have the 
young generation understand how local 
government works, and it is project that 
we are working on up in Spring Hill 
Elementary School and the youngsters 
here and the 80 others in the room today 
are taking part in the progr am of finding 
out how government works and what they 
can do to participate. 

I would like to read a 
proclamation, I think it will describe 
exactly what we are doing, and you will 
hear from some of the individuals 
involved. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1641 WHEREAS, the Kids 
Around Town project is designed to 
promote an understanding among 


elementary school children, grades 3-6, of 
the active role that citizens can play in 
deciding local public policy issues; and, 

WHEREAS, Kids Around Town is 
an action-oriented pr o gram . Students are 
given an opportunity to experience a 
visible connection between educational 
activities and civic issues; and, 

WHEREAS, The League of 
Women Voters of PA Citizen Education 
Fund is sponsoring the development and 
implementation of this project. The 
project is also co-sponsored by West 
Chester University, and Project Director 
Dr. Sharon Kletzien; and, 

WHEREAS, LWVPA-CEF 
members in the Pittsburgh Public School 
District expressed interest in this project 
and Spring Hill Elementary School located 
on the north side of the City was selected 
to be a participant in the project; and, 

WHEREAS, three classrooms of 
students, ages 6-11, are participating in 
this project The students present in 
Council Chambers today are here for their 
first field trip and “real-life” experience 
with City government The students have 
begun to explore specific issues and are 
gathering information and resource 
materials; and, 

WHEREAS, the students are 
learning how they can become involved in 
local government The students have been 
taught the following, “I am only one; but 
still I am one. I cannot do everything but 
still I can do some thing; I will not refuse 
to do the some thing I can do.” 

Helen Keller 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 


of Pittsburgh commends all those involved 
in the Kids Around Town Project- 
students, teachers, developers, and 
sponsors for their work in educating the 
civic leaders and decision-makers of the 
future. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Well, colleagues, you are looking 
at your future competition down the road 
nght here; hopefully they will be standing 
in this Chamber one day, because if we do 
not groom the next generation of 
leaderships, we have got a problem, but I 
am convinced by dealing with the classes 
here ax Spring Hill, and 1 am sure they 
reflea all of our elementary schools, that 
the City has a lot to offer for many years to 
come 

At this time I would like to hear 
from Nancy Naragon, the President of the 
League of Women Voters, who could 
explain the project a little better and also 
introduce some of the other people that 
might want to speak. 

Ms. Naragon: 

Thank you very much. I want to 
thank the Council for participating in this 
program. We have noticed so often that 
people just do not seem to understand how 
their government works, and this program 
was developed by the League of Women 
voters to try to teach young people and-all 
the people that they are associated with. 


how local government works and how they 
can participate in it, and it has turned out 
to be a really great project. Thank you 
very much. 

The person who has been in charge 
of this project locally has been Evelyn 
Murrin. Would you like to — okay. And, I 
think we have a couple students. Would 
you like to, students? 

The Chain 

Let’s give her a hand, first of ail. 
Mr. Onorato: 

We will ask that if anyone wants to 
represent the student body and would like 
to say a few words, you have the 
opportunity. Come on forward. 

The Chain 

Let’s have one of the young ladies 
up here. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And if you could just tell 
everybody your name here. 

Chelsea Mills: 

My name is Chelsea Mills, and my 
classroom 214 is working on the recreation 
center. 

Mr. Onorato: 

She refers to a recreation center, 
colleagues, and that is the old City of 
Pittsburgh fire station on Spring Hill that 
we are turning into a community center, 
and this class has adopted that as their 





project and their community input So, we 
want to thank them for doing that too. 
And, I want to thank everyone for being 
here and participating. And, if we can get 
one quick photo. Thank you. 

The Chain 

I would like our representatives 
from the Bakery Workers Union and the 
Clark Candy Company to come forward. I 
believe we have folks from the Operating 
E ngi neers also. You folks in the back, if 
you want to — 

I apologize for going out of order 
but these folks have to be back at a-picket 
line in order to determine exactly what is 
going to be leaving the plant based on a 
ruling of the Judge yesterday. 

I would like to move the following 
resolution: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1642 WHEREAS, the DX. 
Clark Candy Company, founded in 
Pittsburgh in 1886, has established a 
tradition of producing quality candy 
products and providing quality jobs to 
Pittsburghers for over 100 years; and, 

WHEREAS, the Clark Bar and 
Clark Candy Company have become 
household words and established parts of 
Pittsburgh’s heritage and there has always 
been a relationship built on cooperation 
between the City of Pittsburgh and the 
labor and management of DX. Clark 
Candy Company; ami 

WHEREAS, in the spirit of 
cooperation, the workers of Clark Candy 
Company, Local 12 of the Bakery 


Confectionery & Tobacco Workers Union 
and Local 95 of the Operating Engineers 
Union have twice agreed to concessions in 
the past in order to keep the Clark Candy 
Company producing products in 
Pittsburgh and public dollars were 
expended to keep Clark Candy company 
here; and, 

WHEREAS, through the 
mismanagement and malfeaganr-^ of 
Michael Carlow the future of the Clark 
Candy Company and over 150 quality jobs 
are now in jeopardy; and, 

W HER E A S, it is the belief of the 
Council of the City of Pittsburgh that a 
viable market exists for the products of the 
Clark Candy Company and that in time a 
buyer or financing can be found for the 
company which would enable Clark Bars 
to continue to be manufactured in the 
Pittsburgh area and would preserve quality 
jobs for numerous Pittsburgh residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby urges Leaf, Inc., to 
continue to cooperate with the Bakery 
Workers Union, the Operating Engineers 
Union and City and County officials in 
their attempts to find a buyer who will 
make a commitment to keep the DX. 
Clark Candy Company in the Pittsburgh 
area; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
also urges Leaf, Inc., to fully cooperate 
with a local buyer should one be found in 
the selling of the “Clark” name and all 
relevant manufacturing rights which would 
enable the Clark Bar to continue to be 
made in the Pittsburgh area; and. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
iiat the Mayor of the City of Pittsburgh is 
aereby requested to join the efforts of the 
Allegheny County Commissioners in 
assisting Local 12 of the Bakery, 
Confectionery & Tobacco Workers Union 
and Local 95 of the Operating Engineers 
Union in finding a local buyer; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
hat the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
irges all Pittsburghers to attend the “Save 
Clark Candy Company Rally” on Friday, 
March 10, 1995, at 11:00 A.M. here in 
hese Council Chambers and hereby 
declares the month of March 1995 as 
‘Save Clark Candy Month” in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
’esolution. 

MR. R1CC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed, 
rhe Chain 

Thank you very much. We have so 
nany guests, and I want to move this 
dong, and I am sure the best testament to 
iow great and how important the Clark 
Candy Bar is here in the City of Pittsburgh 
,s a lot of these young 4th and 5th Graders, 
ivho would certainly enjoy and have 
mjoyed the Clark Bar and don't want to 
miss it 

We have the benefit here in the 
City of Pittsburgh of a hundred year old 
:ompany, and one thing we have learned 
in the last decade with the demise of the 
steel industry is we have very few 
manufacturing jobs that pay a decent 
living wage, with health care benefits and 


fringe benefits. A lot of our jobs, as Mr. 
Cohen and others pointed out a week ago 
at a public hearing in Council Chambers, 
more and more it seems that we have 
lower paying jobs without the benefit of 
health care. That is just not acceptable. 
We need to do everything we can as we 
have done on two occasions in die past to 
keep the Clark Candy Company here. 

At this time I would like the 
representatives from the Clark Candy 
Workers workforce. Gus is here, who has 
been coordinating the picket line. We 
have other rank and file workers here, and 
certainly we have the leadership of 
Operating Engineers Local 95 and Don 
Delduca, who is President of Local 12. 
And, at this time we would like to have a 
few of these folks say a few words. Don, 
or Gus. 

Mr. Delduca: 

Thank you. President Ferlo, City 
Council. We expect this City, this County, 
this State to come out on our behalf. The 
most valuable asset out there in O’Hara 
isn’t that building, it is the 170 workers 
out there, be they represented or un¬ 
represented. This great tradition, this icon 
of the City of Pittsburgh, the Clark Bar, 
another of our famous things about to 
leave. We ask all of your help in trying to 
get Leaf to the table to be able to sell. We 
do have buyers, concrete buyers, that we 
are willing to bring to the table, who are 
willing to buy this company. Thank you 
for your help. 

Mr. Cagney: 

I would like to thank City Council 
for this beautiful resolution and I think it 






will instrumental and the rally will be 
instrumental. 

I just want to go over a little bit, 
last night we got a Court Order to Stay the 
equipment in the building for 45 days, and 
the reason for that is to attract as many 
potential buyers as we can and I would 
take this opportunity to invite anybody 
that is interested to contact Mr. Ferlo or 
Commissioner Foerster. We are trying to 
put together a package of economic 
proposals that would be attractive to as 
many buyers as we possibly can. That is 
out goal right now. We took some 
measures out there to leave the equipment 
there, and 1 wanted to congratulate the 
workers for that, they are the people that 
kept the equipment there and kept us-in the 
ballgame and we will try and may^ the 
best out of it. Thank you. 

Mr. Corso: 

All I would like to say is, to the 
children out here, we have got people who 
are third generation workers out there, 
their parents worked there and their 
grandparents worked there, and I hope that 
maybe some day — I don’t hope my 
children work there, that they go on to 
something better, but I hope it’s there for 
someone for isn’t going on and wants to 
work at a factory and wants to eam a 
decent wage and have health care. 

Mr. Meyers: 

My name is Bob Meyers, I am a 
retired Vice President of Local 12. Now, I 
have been — this will be die third time that 
I have been before this Council here, 
different Councilmembers, but Clark 
Candy is still there. A hundred and seven 
years this company has been in the City of 


Pittsburgh producing good paying jobs for 
the workers, and 99 percent of them are 
probably City of Pittsburgh residents 
which pay taxes here and the other few are 
County residents, too. We all have a stake 
in this. So, let’s hope the third time is the 
charm to save Clark Candy. And, with 
your help we can do it Thank you. 

The Chain 

Yes, my colleagues. Co uncilman 

Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much. Before the 
Clark Candy Workers leave, I would like 
to just come out and give my 100 percent 
support for Clark Candy Workers, to tell 
them that I think that they are doing a 
terrific job. 

Mr. President, this candy bar is an 
institution in this City and in this region 
and we cannot allow it to fail. We have 45 
days now, admittedly, that is not a great 
deal of time, but we have got to do 
everything we possibly can to try to save 
this company. Those are 170 jobs, as you 
said, and we do not have jobs to spare in 
this region, as everybody here knows. 

Mr. President, one thing I would 
like to just co mment on. In the Consent 
Decree that was signed by Judge 
Strassberger yesterday, it does include in 
there, other than, of course, the 45 day 
provision, it does say in there thatj upon 
reasonable notice, Leaf, Inc., has to make a 
representative available to meet with, 
quote, appropriate government officials for 
two business days respecting Leafs 
position concerning the sale of the 
property. 


So, we have a role in this 3 as you 
know, Mr. President, an important role, 
and I would like to say that we should, as 
soon as possible, get a meeting like that set 
up, because we do not have much time, for 
representatives of Leaf to meet with 
government officials; as well, to do 
everything we can to find a buyer for this 
company. 

Now, I do not know whether you 
want to do that, Mr. President, in terms of 
a motion or whatever but we need to — 

The Chair: 

Well, we have been in touch with 
the Administration but we can — we will 
just act And, obviously, I think- this has 
unanimous support of this Council. I will 
communicate to all of you, and we need to 
do this expeditiously. I know the Mayor is 
concerned and we need to get his energies 
united with Commission Foerster, who has 
been very stride and very vocal on this 
issue. 

And, I think we do need to thank- 
Judge Strassberger. I won’t call it creative 
use of the law, but it was effective use'of 
the law yesterday in trying to hammer out 
the best possible deal to give us some 
breathing room. He may have put his 
finger in the dike temporarily but does 
give us 45 days to make more specific the 
interested parties locally. 

And, as you point out, Mr. Cohen, 
Leaf would be required to formally 
participate sincerely in this endeavor. So, 

I think that is an important step forward. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Well, I would like to - and I don’t 
know if we need to do this, but I think- it 
also shows our support for the employees. 
I would like to just make a motion that we 
send a letter to Leaf as soon as possible to 
have that meeting, because of the time 
frame. 

The Chair: 

Absolutely. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chair: 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chair: 

Motion carries. We will 
communicate posthaste. 

Coun cilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, as you know, and 
maybe some of the Members, on Saturday 
I went out and visited the picket line and 
stood with them for — the employees for a 
couple hours. I hope that this City will 
also look in - last year this Council put 
together a Development Fund of 60 
million dollars. I would hope that this 
City would look into bringing Clark back 
to its original home, here in the City of 
Pittsburgh. I am in full support of, 
whatever you need please feel free to call 





my office. Any help that we could give 
you I would be more than happy to give. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 1 think the employees 
- it can best be said, one, that City 
Government would spend as much energy 
saving the Pirates as saving Clark Candy, 
and 1 think that is really what it comes 
down to. 

Any other comments from 
colleagues? We need to move along. 
Thank you folks. Good luck back at the 
line. Thank you. 

At this time I would like to call on 
Councilman O’Connor and Co uncilman 
Cohen, who have a resolution and then I 
want to call on Councilwoman McDonald, 
who has a number of guests. I see a lot of 
dignitaries in the audience, our Editor of 

Ih£_ New _Pittsburgh Courier. Mr. 

Edwards, and a whole host of other 
people. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

David Pollock. 

We have David Pollock from the 
JCC. You are on the Executive 
Committee. And, thank you for coming 
down. 1 will read this resolution: 

MESSRS. O’CONNOR AND COHEN 
PRESENT 

No. 1643 WHEREAS, the Jewish 
Community Center of Pittsburgh has been 
a vital part of our community since its 
inception 100 years ago as the Irene 
Kaufinann Settlement on the Hill; it 
offered services to assist individuals. 


regardless of race or religion, in becoming 
an integral part of the American fiber; and, 

W HEREA S, as a social, cultural 
and educational institution, the Jewish 
Community Center of Pittsburgh provided 
activities at several locations during the 
past century, including the YM&WHA on 
Bellefield Avenue in Oakland and the Y- 
DCC in Squirrel Hill and Stanton Heights; 
and today, because of the growth of its 
programs and the expansion of the Jewish 
community, it plans a satellite facility in 
South Hills and a major development 
project in the heart of one of the country’s 
largest urban Jewish neighborhoods; and, 

WHEREAS, the mission of the 
Jewish Community Center of Pittsburgh 
has remained true to the objectives of its 
founders, to provide diverse activities for 
people of all ages, including but definitely 
not limited to preschool classes, the Emma 
Farm C amp/Emma Kaufinann Camp, 
music lessons and community theatre; at 
the building situated on the comer of 
Forbes and Murray Avenues, new 
Americans can learn English children anH 
seniors can partake in a government- 
supported meal program, and members can 
participate in an unsurpassed physical 
education program; and, 

WHEREAS, the intergenerational 
social and religious programs at the Jewish 
Community Center offer children, adults 
and senior citizens a special experience; 
and the unique opportunities for 
individuals with special needs are 
invaluable. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize the 
tireless efforts and generosity of 



generations of men and women and 
commend the Jewish Community Center 
of Pittsburgh for its innovative programs 
and dedication to improving the quality of 
life for local residents and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Tuesday, February 28, 
1995 as the Jewish Community Center of 
Pittsburgh Day in the City of Pittsburgh. 
SPONSORED BY COUNCILMAN 
BOB O’CONNOR AND 

COUNCILMAN DAN COHEN 

MR* O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

As you may have read, last week 
The Pittsburgh Post Gazette spent four 
days in tremendous articles for our 
neighborhood in Squirrel Hill, and I do not 
think anyone, any building or organization 
is more vital than the JCC and all the 
services, it seems to be the hub of our 
community, and I know when I go to — all 
over the City I talk about it I do not know 
that every community can do such a big 
scale as they do but I think we ought to 
use that as a guide for small communities 
that do the outstanding work you do in that 
facility and it really helps the whole 
neighborhood and I think it is an asset to 
the whole City. 

And, David, congratulations on 
behalf of Council, and do you want to 
come up and say a few words? 


Mr. Pollock: 

Thank you very much. Mr. Ferlo, 
and Mr. O’Connor, thank you, and Mr. 
Cohen; we appreciate and we accept this 
proclamation from the Council. It is an 
honor. This is our centennial year and for 
a hundred years we have supplied services 
to new immigrants, to community 
members and we have been doing the 
same thing now that we were doing back 
then, just in a different location. 

As I am sure Bob O’Connor and 
Dan Cohen can attest, our facility is 
bustling, it is bursting at its seams literally. 
But, we have 14,000 members who are 
active participants in all of the programs. 
We service families, we service 
individuals from infant care to the elderly. 
We, as Bob and Dan can attest — because 
they frequently are in our building, I see 
them there — they can attest that we 
actively assist our seniors just as we 
actively assist our young people. Just last 
week Bob shared lunch with our seniors at 
a very popular program of subsidized 
lunches, last month Dan was there doing 
the same thing. 

Today is a rainy day, so when our 
daycare children, our infant*^ our 
preschoolers, take their mid morning and 
mid afternoon strolls, they will take it 
around our 100,000 square foot facility 
and what they will find is that they cannot 
get too far because they have to stop 
frequently for loving and caring comments 
and inquiries from our seniors, many of 
whom are watching for their own or their 
friend’s grandchildren, or their great 
grandchildren, in fact It is a wonderful 
sight to see and it is a win-win for both 
generations. 






In my own family today grandma 
is going to be there for lunch, my younger 
son will be there after school for his swim 
practice, my wife at different times will be 
there for workouts, and my older son will 
stop to see his girl friend who is active 
with the Mitzvah Corp., it is a group of 
400 t ee n a g ers, its sole purpose is helping 
others, especially the elderly. 

We appreciate your support and we 
gratefully acknowledge it In fact, your 
community development grants, which 
you have worked very hard to obtain, and 
a portion of which have been allocated to 
the JCC, are a sound investment in our 
City’s future, our vitality and our 
prosperity. 

Now, we are having a whole year 
of celebrations, and I would like to remind 
you that we have our gala dinner to which 
I know you have been invited, on April 8, 
1995. On March 18, 1995, we have our 
special Shabbat Service at the Tree of Life 
with a luncheon afterward. And, we did 
have a Yitzak Scott Perelman Concert at 
the Carnegie this past fell to kick off our 
year of celebration. 

We are very, very proud. We are 
happy to have reconstructed our facility 
some seven to eight years ago and we are 
still building and still investing in our 
neighborhood and in our community. 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you and congratulations. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Very briefly. I just want to 
commend everybody associated with the 


JCC, including David, who certainly gets a 
lot out of your family membership, that’s 
for sure. 

If you go to the JCC at any time 
during the week or on weekends you will 
see one of the most active, vibrant 
recreational and educational institutions. 
It is one of the institutions that makes our 
City great and it makes our neighborhoods 
so great. I just want to congratulate the 
JCC for a hundred years of service 
throughout the history of Pittsburgh but 
also for several years of service right there 
at the comer of Forbes and Murray. Come 
any time because it is a terrific place. 
Thank, you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Counc ilman Cohen. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

While we have a large audience, I 
just wanted to mention. Council’s after 
school program that we are trying to open 
all over the City, I see this as a goal where 
— David just mentioned, where his 
gra n d m other is in there, his kids are there, 
his wife is there, and I think that is the 
kind of program, if we could open these 
schools, where we all work together. I 
know if you’re 14 and 15 years old and 
want to misbehave, I think when there’s a 
lot of adults around, whether it be your 
mother, grandmother or neighbor, you’ll 
act a lot better. So, we hope that’s what 
we want to do with it. While we open 
these schools for all, and the Council puts 
the money out, I just hope all the 
communities can come together and make 
it work. 


The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. 

I would like to applaud Gary 
Rotstein from the Post Gazette who did an 
excellent series on the Squirrel Hill 
Community, it was a great article, great 
neighborhood to emulate City wide. 
Thank you all. 

At this time 1 would like to call on 
Councilwoman Valerie McDonald, and 
she may need help with her proclamations 
this week. 

We have a lot of great individuals 
to pay tribute to today. I see a lot of 
dignitaries out there in the audience. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. President Ferlo. 

Yes, there are a lot of resolutions 
that I will be presenting, but I do not really 
call them a lot because if 1 had to give 
resolutions for all the people in the City of 
Pittsburgh and surrounding areas that 
make the City of Pittsburgh great, that 
have contributed to the African-American 
history of this community, this room 
would be overflowing. I can only hit a 
few at a time, and this last day of Black 
History Month I would like to salute just a 
few, and 1 repeat, just a few, organizations 
and individuals who are due this honor. 

Now, I don’t know how many I 
have. Let’s see, one, two, three, four, five, 
six, seven. There’s about seven. And, I 
will tell you who they are in order. And, 
President Ferlo, would you allow me to 
just go through all of them? 


The Chain 

You’re on. 

Ms. McDonald: 

You’re on. We have WAMO. The 
Pittsburgh Cornier WPTT, the Black 
Women’s Political Crusade, Gilbert Berry, 
and the Kuntu Repertory Theatre. The 
Kuntu Repertory Theatre I will 
acknowledge last because they have a 
presentation to give, and I am glad that 
there’s a lot of people in the room because 
I wanted - I think all of you all will be 
very thrilled to see African-American 
history in action with the Kuntu Repertory 
Theatre. 

But, first, I would like — we have 
WAMO, with Ms. Debbie Norell. Would 
you like to come forward. You’re not 
going to sit back there like a News 
Anchor, come on up here. Tracy 
McIntosh and Dave Calabrese. 

The Chain 

Would all of the guests please 
come forward. I want to say hello to Bob 
Gore out there also. 

Ms. McDonald: 

And, I hope I have gotten all the 
WAMO participants that are here. Oh, 
Mr. — oh, my goodness, the head honcho. 
Mr. Alan Lincoln, the Head Manager. 
Alan, it wasn’t my fault, that was my 
staff’s fault. 

The Chain 

Good morning. 







Ms. McDonald: 

And, I will read: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1644 WHEREAS, WAMO, 
Pittsburgh’s heritage urban contemporary 
radio station, was formed over 47 years 
ago. WAMO pioneered R & B music in 
the 50’s and 60’s as Pittsburgh’s only 
source for contemporary hit music; and, 

WHEREAS, WAMO has made 
local celebrities of many of its DeeJays - 
names like Brother Matt and Porky 
Chedwick who still can be heard “spinning 
the oldies” on WAMO’s sister station AM 
860; and, 

WHEREAS, WAMO radio has 
taken on a new image with more African- 
American women in prominent positions, 
such noted personalities as: Tene’ Croom, 
News Director, Tracy McIntosh, National 
Sales Manager; Debbie Parker and Debbie 
Norell as News Anchors; and, 

WHEREAS, WAMO is owned by 
the Sheridan Broadcasting Corporation, 
headquartered in Pittsburgh. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby acknowledges 
WAMO for their co mmi tment to the 
community and extends best wishes for 
continued success in future endeavors. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. R1CC1ARDI seconded the motion. 


Mr. Lincoln: 

Good morning, President Ferlo, 
City Councilmembers and all of our good 
friends. On behalf of Sheridan 
Broadcasting Corporation, WAMO and 
AM 860, I accept this proclamation with 
humility. I am very humbled every time 
we are honored. And, it is important that 
you know that not only do we have great 
women that work for us, we have great 
African-American men that work for us 
also that are very important to our 
community. 

1 thank each and everyone of you 
from the bottom of my heart and may God 
continue to bless you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you all. 
“Brother Matt is where it’s at” 

Ms. McDonald: 

You’re showing your age. 

The Chain 

I’m showing my age. I didn’t go 
back to “Pork the Tork”. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

When is Porky retiring? 

The Chain 

Never. Thank you. 

Congratulations. 


Which motion prevailed. 




Ms. McDonald: 


Next I would like representatives 
of The Pittsburgh Courier, if they could 
please come forward. 

And, again, this is a very historical 
media, and we do have Mr. Rod Doss. I 
am going to read the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1645 WHEREAS, The 
Pittsburgh Courier was founded in 1910 
by Pittsburgh Attorney and Journalist 
Robert L. Vann to assist the mainstream 
media in reporting die news to black 
communities; and, 

WHEREAS, Ihs_ Pittsburgh 

Courier was intended to be an alternative 
voice for Black American^ focusing on 
issues that aroused awareness in a 
community just be ginning to finH its 
voice; and, 

WHEREAS, in 1966 The 
Pittsburgh Courier was purchased by John 
Sengstacke and renamed The New 
Pinsb.ursk..Co ur»er and it became part of 
Sengstacke newspapers - the largest and 
most influential black newspaper c hain in 
the Country; and, 

WHEREAS, under today’s 
leadership of Mr. Rod Doss, Vice 
President and General Manager since 
1983, The New Pittsburgh Courier serves 
as a vehicle for African-American 
expression; and, 

WHEREAS, The New Pittsburgh 
Courier is now published twice a week and 
has won several awards, one of which is 
the coveted John B. Russwurm Trophy. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh applauds The New 
Pittsburgh Courier and Mr. Rod Doss for 
reporting, educating, and alerting us of die 
news that is vital to our communities. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Congratulations. 

Mr. Doss: 

Mr. President, Councilmembers, 
distinguished guests and friends, on behalf 
of The New Pittsburgh Courier dynamic 
staff, a very hard working and dynamic 
staff, dedicated, as well, I take this 
opportunity to thank Valerie and Council. 

There is a very important part of 
this story I think that perhaps needs to be 
shared with you. Part of this story was 
mentioned when Ms. McDonald talked, 
but it goes back to 1966, it was a time 

when Ihs_ Pittsburgh Courier went 

bankrupt, a very important point in our 
history, because it was at that particular 
moment that John H. Stengstacke came in 
and purchased the right to continue 
publishing The Pittsburgh Courier and 
added the word “New”. He came in with 
the volition to continue the tradition of 
keeping a free voice in the City of 
Pittsburgh and throughout the nation. 

I am proud to stand here today and 
continue that legacy on behalf of not only 



















Mr. Stengstacke, but our founder Robert 
L. Vann. Thank you. Thank you very 
much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

And, for the students who are here, 
you’ve heard the name Robert L. Vann, 
who founded the Pittsburgh Courier. That 
is also the name of one of the elementary 
schools in the Pittsburgh Public School 
system. That is who it was named from. 
In fact, you will find, students, that many 
of the names of your schools are taken 
from people that lived in the City of 
Pittsburgh. You’ll find many of them. 

1 want to make sure I stay in order. 
Next I would like for Mr. Eddie Edwards 


The Chain 

This is my favorite station. Star 

Trek. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I’m getting razzed here. This is for 
Mr. Eddie Edwards, and I will read the 
resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1646 WHEREAS, on January 
15, 1991, Eddie Edwards orchestrated a 
deal which would attract the attention of 
the country and give him the distinction of 
becoming the first African-American to 
own a television station - WPTT-TV, 


which is in the top 20 broadcast mar kets in 
the United States; and, 

WHEREAS, at 43 years of age 
Eddie Edwards is one of the youngest 
owner-operators in the broadcasting 
business. He is one of only several 
African-Americans involved in ownership 
of a television station nationwide; and, 

WHEREAS, Eddie Edwards’ 
career in broadcasting spans over 25 years. 
He was recently saluted by President Bill 
Clinton, as well as Ohio Congressman 
Louis Stokes and a host of other nationally 
recognized dignitaries, for his work in the 
industry; and, 

WHEREAS, Eddie Edwards has 
been very active in the Pittsburgh 
community by serving on several boards 
of directors for several organizations; 
included are: The Minority Enterprise 
Corporation, The Greater Pittsburgh 
Commission for Women, and the “Toys 
for Needy Kids” Campaign. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh salutes Eddie Edwards for 
extraordinary service to the community. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Edwards: 

Mr. President, Councilmembers, 
distinguished guests, I want to say thank 
you very much for this recognition, 
especially you, Valerie. 




Just let me say this. I’ll be very 
brief. As I continue to reach out and try to 
grow I want to thank Pittsburgh for seeing 
to it that I would not fail . Thank you very 
much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you and 
congratulations. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Children, notice that these three 
entities that were just given a resolution 
are ownership, not just working for 
somebody but aspired to actually own 
something. Own the company and own 
the corporation, that's what your dr eam 
should be. 

Next I would like representatives 
from the Black Women's Political Crusade 
to come forward, please, and I will read 
the names that I was given: Ms. Eva Jean 
Hopson, Mary Walker, Marion Germany - 
- come on up here — Rose Lee Mitchell, 
Catherine Irvis, Constance Parker, Katie 
Everette Johnson. And, if I misse d a 
name, I want you to come forward, if you 
are with the Black Women's Political 
Crusade. 

I am going to present two plaques, 
one to Catherine Irvis and one to 
Constance Parker. I will read the 
resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1647 WHEREAS, the Black 
Women’s Political Crusade was or ganiz ed 
in June of 1979 by Cathy Irvis, who felt 
the need to organize a group to represent 
and support African-American women 


who desired to serve in elected positions; 
and, 

W H E R E A S, Black Women’s 

Political Crusade goals and objectives are 
to support, encourage, and develop women 
who seek to be elected and appointed to 
political office throughout the State of 
Pennsylvania; and, 

W HEREA S, Black Women’s 

Political Crusade continues to successfully 
cany out their goals of positioning women 
in places that directly represent the 
political and human resource process; and, 

WHEREAS, under Executive 

Convener Constance Parker and Co- 
Conveners Marion Germany and Mildred 
Lucas, Black Women's Political Crusade 
continues to move forward in the 90’s to 
educate all on the political process. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh salutes Black Women’s 
Political Crusade for capturing a vision 
that encourages women to pursue 
participation in the political ar ena; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
commends Black Women’s Political 
Crusade for its leadership and 
determination in their efforts to place 
women in key political positions. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 




Ms. Parker: 

President Ferlo, Council, and to 
our first Afiican-American 

Councilwomen, Valerie McDonald, we 
want to thank you for this resolution and 
for recognizing our organization. 

We would like to continue our 
work so that one day we will see more 
than one Afiican-American elected, 
selected or appointed to our Allegheny 
County and Western Pennsylvania region. 

And, we want to also thank our 
founder, Cathy Irvis. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Ms. Irvis. 

Ms. Irvis: 

Councilman Ferlo, Members of 
Council, and distinguished audience, 1 am 
pleased to accept this recognition this 
morning. I am also pleased because we 
have been on a crusade since 1979. It has 
been a struggle, it has been hard work, it 
was very difficult to get the men to believe 
that we were serious, heck, about getting a 
women elected or selected to a decision 
making position. 

We are also delighted to be here 
this morning to say that our fruits are 
certainly being recognized this morning by 
Valerie McDonald sitting on City Council. 
Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Congratulations. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Would all representatives of Berry 
Enterprises, please come forward. 

While they are coming up, I just 
want to preface, I just met Gil, really, last 
year, during my campaign, and I just 
thought, well, here’s a nice looking guy; 
he’s everywhere; he’s at all these events, 
you know. I didn’t think anything of it, 
but I knew he was very politically 
involved, but I had no idea how much of 
an impact he has haH m the business 
community until I really sat down and 
talked with him, and I was honored to at 
least be in his presence to talk with him 
So, I’ve been very impressed, and that’s 
why he is up here. 

I will read: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1648 WHEREAS, Berry 
Enterprises, Incorporated, is a minority 
owned business that has been in operation 
since 1985; and, 

WHEREAS, Gilbert Berry is the 
President and CEO of Berry Enterprises 
and started out with a dream, a small loan 
and plenty of ambition; and, 

WHEREAS, Gilbert Berry has had 
an uphill climb and many obstacles to 
overcome to make Berry Enterprise, Inc., a 
noted minority business in Pennsylvania; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Berry Enterprises, 
Inc., has completed over 200 projects to 
the satisfaction of a client roster that 
includes the following: the Greater 
Pittsburgh International Airport, multiple 


low income housing units for the City of 
Pittsburgh, and various University of 
Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Gilbert Berry has 
received a number of prestigious awards 
which include the 1994 Minority 
Contractor of the Year and The National 
Association of Minority contractors 
Achievement Award. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes Gilbert Berry 
Enterprises, Inc., as an outstanding 
contractor and a man who dared to make a 
dream a reality. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Berry: 

I would like to first give honor to 
God. President Ferlo, City Council, in 
1990, even though my dream started in 
1985,1 came before the City of Pittsburgh, 
before Sophie Masloff, and asked her one 
afternoon when she was going down the 
elevator, could I have five minutes of her 
time. She was gracious about three weeks 
later to give me that opportunity. 

We drafted something that I feel 
very honored, because it is still being used 
today, an Executive Order that gave 
opportunities for women and minorities 
here in the City of Pittsburgh. From that 
day when I came here, I had four 
employees, when we were the general 
contractors in the joint venture, weTe 


building the New Allegheny County Jail, 
the Trafalgar House, we employed over 
300 union workers on that project. Berry 
Enterprises, and because of people like 
yourself that are sitting here at this table, 
yence gave us an opportunity. 

At this time we would like to thank 
you. Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Last but not least, would all 
representatives of the Kuntu Repertory 
Theatre, please come forward. The names 
that I have: Linda Hunt, Denita Harri s 
Marty William, Susan Howard, Leslie 
Burrell, Christian —is it Mayo? — Mayo. I 
was close. Not bad. Virginia Barnes and 
Michael Evans. 

And, of course, Mr. Robert Gore. 
Okay. Derrick Riley. Thank you. 

I will read the resolution - and, I 
am glad 1 am reading this for the children, 
because if you have never seen a 
performance, you need to talk to your 
teachers or talk to your parents, or talk to 
somebody and tell them you need to see a 
performance. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1649 WHEREAS, the Kuntu 
Repertory Theatre is entering its twenty- 
first year of continuous performance of 
historically accurate presentation of and 
about African-American Life; and, 

WHEREAS, the Kuntu Repertory 
Theatre was founded by Dr. Vemell A. 
Lillie in 1974 to provide a vehicle of 
presenting African-American writers; and. 





WHEREAS, the Kuntu Repertory 
Theatre intends to examine black life from 
a sociopolitical/historical perspective, and 
to combine the salient features of theatre 
that educate, entertain, and move other 
performers and audience to social action; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Kuntu Repertory 
Theatre is the longest running African- 
American theatre affiliated with a major 
university; and, 

WHEREAS, the Kuntu Reper tory 
Theatre has had a host of great people 
walk through its door, such notables as 
Rob Penny and award winning August 
Wilson. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates the Kuntu 
Repertory Theatre for their contributions 
to the community and their yearly 
performances; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
proclaims 1995 as the Kuntu Repertory 
Theatre Year. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Gore: 

I am not going to say very much 
because Valerie has said much of it, but I 
just want you to know that on March 27th 
through April 15, you will have an 


opportunity to see Kuntu Repertory in 
production. We are doing an original play 
by our playwriting resident Rob Penny, 
and I’ll teU you this - it’s called “Bumpin’ 
with the Ancestors”, and it deals with the 
disturbances between us older guys and 
some of the younger guys. It takes place 
in a barber shop in the Hill District So, 
please be sure to come and see it 

I would like now to present two of 
our company members, who are going to 
do some excerpts from the show that 
took to Edinboro, Scotland last summer. 
“Evolution of Jazz”. Ms. Linda Hunt and 
Ms. Denita Harri s. 

(“Evolution of Jazz” excerpt performed 
by Linda Hunt and Denita Harris ) 

The Chain 

Thank you. And, thank R 0 b 
Penny, too. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President, that concludes all of 
my resolutions, but I thought, agam that it 
was fitting. 

And, lastly, I do want to give 
acknowledgment to my staff, Ms. Twanda 
Carlisle, who — come on, stand up — and 
Mr. Herman Mosley, who kind of guides 
us as to terms of the media, and also to 
Ms. Stacy Toliver, because this was a joint 
effort Thank you very much. Council. 

The C hair ; 

At this time I would like to call on 
Councilman Onorato. 


Mr. Onorato: 

This should be it, Mr. President 
These are for the record. 

The Chain 

We’ll do those later. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time, if I could have Mark 
Brentley come forward and Ms. Davies. 
Mr. Wade. 

The Chain 

I think we need to thank all the 
young people here today for being so 
patient and quiet Thank you. You’re 
doing a good job. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And the Wade Family, please. We 
are going to wait until they all come 
forward here. 

Colleagues, Mr. President, we have 
Mark Brentley here, the President of the 
Northview Heights Parents and Teachers 
Organization, and Ms. Davies, the 
Principal of Northview Elementary 
School, and the Wade Family here. 

I am going to read the 
proclamation and I think it will explain 
exactly why we are here today. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1650 WHEREAS, Kenneth 
Wade, after graduating from Kentucky 
State University, began working for the 
Pittsburgh Board of Education in 


September, 1967. As a physical education 
teacher, he worked one year at Allegheny 
High School, one year at Knoxville 
Elementary School and twenty-five years 
at Northview Heights Elementary School; 
and, 

WHEREAS, during his teaching 
career Mr. Wade became actively involved 
in numerous student programs. While at 
Northview he not only coordinated the 
safety patrol pro gram, but also worked 
with the New Futures Progr am which 
afforded student basketball players the 
opportunity to participate in a sports clini c. 
Mr. Wade also founded the Ozanam 
Basketball League and the Beltzhoover 
Brown Football Team; and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Wade took it 
upon himself to track those students from 
Northview who exhibited ability and 
motivation in regard to the game of 
basketball. Additionally, Mr. Wade 
coached the girls basketball and boys 
football teams at Perry High School, little 
league baseball at Northview and 
numerous boys and girls track teams; and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Wade is the 
loving father of three children: Kenneth, 
Latrice and LaShell. His children possess 
the same admirable attributes as their 
father. As a result of the unselfish manner 
in which they shared their father, 
numerous students at Northview Heights 
Elementary School were able to benefit; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Wade was ever- 
giving of himself. He attentively listened 
to his students and was always available to 
assist them, both inside and outside the 
classroom. Clearly, Mr. Wade has 
touched and enhanced the lives of many. 




Mr. Wade retired in December of 1994 
and has been greatly missed, but not 
forgotten by the students and faculty 
members at Northview Heights 
Elementary SchooL 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Mr. Kenneth 
Wade for his years of dedication and 
service as an educator. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Wade: 

First of all I would like to give 
honor to God and to my famil y to my 
children who have really put up with me; 
they have never been a problem in all the 
years, and also to Ms. Davies, and I do not 
want to start naming the people because 1 
know I will forget some people, but I just 
want to thank everybody involved. 

It has been like I have been on a 
scholarship for 25 years, and it has now 
come to an end but 1 had a lot of time to 
just think and I thank God for blessing me 
for all these years and those blessings, they 
actually started at birth, when I was bom, 
to save mother and father. So, I get a little 
emotional when 1 am up here. I can still 
remember my last day at school which was 
actually November the 1st, and all the kids 
that were out there, it was just a moment 
that I’ll never forget 

So, thank Council and thank 
everybody. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you, Mr. Wade. 

At this time I would like to have 
the Principal at Northview Heights 
Elementary, Ms. Davies. 

Ms. Davies: 

Thank you. I would personally 
like to thank the Pittsburgh Council for 
recognizing Kenneth, and I feel that I 
bring greetings and certainly the approval 
of all of his colleagues and the Pittsburgh 
Board of Education for this very, very fine 
hour. Mr. Wade has been a role model, he 
has been a mentor, he has been a father 
im a g e, and he has been a fantastic teacher. 

Ken, we’re going to miss you, we 
still miss you, but we love you. We thank 
you for the time that you gave us, and I 
know that as long as you’re on this Earth 
you will continue to give in your own 
private, personal and gratifying way the 
things that you have done for all of our 
boys and girls throughout the City. Thank 
you, Ken. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And, finally, I would like to hear 
from Mr. Mark Brentley, who is the 
President of the Parent/Teacher’s 
Organization and also an activist in his 
own community. Mr. Brentley. 

Mr. Brentley: 

Thank you. Councilman Onorato, 
and Members of Council. 

First of all, I just wanted to say. 
I’m wearing two hats here today, one hat 



is almost a product of the Wade Family. 
Those of us who live on die North Side, 
you know that it’s a big famil y and they’re 
always around kids. I mean they open up 
their homes, they open up their cars, they 
do what’s necessary to help raise some of 
the kids in the street there. You will never 
hear Mr. Wade say that but it’s a fart 

Mr. Wade was the Gym Teacher 
there at North view Elementary. The sad 
note to all of this is, as the President of the 
PTO there at Northview Heights, Mr. 
Wade is the only African-American man 
in the entire building. Now, that’s a sad 
note there and that’s another issue that 
those of us who are active, we’re going to 
pursue, but throughout the building there 
is not another positive African-American 
role model in the building. 

Mr. Wade, in other words, to me, 
he speaks the language. I mean to those of 
you who know about Northview 
Elementary, it’s just like any other school. 
We have a few of the kids that think they 
need to run the school. Mr. Wade speaks 
the language and they listen an d they 
understand and before it’s over, those kids 
are now a member of Mr. Wade’s club 
now. 

Mr. Wade has also been active in 
the community. I was raised in Northview 
Elementary and his job didn’t end at 
Northview School. Most of you know Mr. 
Wade, rarely have you ever caught him in 
his vehicle alone, he always had kids there 
or uniforms or footballs or baseballs 
stuffed underneath the seats. Mr. Wade 
has always been there for the community, 
and it has just kind of saddened us for him 
to be able to retire this year. 


But, I don’t know — to Mr. Wade, I 
don’t know, I mean growing up and being 
raised in Northview Heights, I don’t how 
many lives you saved There were times 
when some of these ltids would get into a 
little bit of trouble, all they would do, 
Hey, Wade, hey, Wade,” and he would 
take them off to the side and speak the 
la ng uage. So, we don’t know how many 
of them kids out there in the street that we 
can t hank you for speaking the language 
and saving their lives. 

But, from someone who watched 
you. I’m following your lead, I will 
continue to follow your lead, and may the 
universal God force be with you the rest of 
your life. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Congratulations. 

I apologize to this next lady for 
being last and to her family and friends 
who are here, but the last, they always say 
is best So, Mrs. Arrington, please come 
forward, you have some family members 
here and I believe there are some other 
folks from the Housing Authority. At one 
point earlier today I saw Director Lowe, I 
don’t know if he is still here or not If you 
would like to have any of your friends 
come forward or co-workers, you’re 
welcome to join us up here. You don’t 
have to be afraid. 

Members of Council, I would like 
to move the following resolution: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1651 WHEREAS, Florence 
Rhoda Arlington, the only daughter of 
Sarah and Harold Coleman, was bom in 








Pittsburgh on July 4, 1931 and was 
ed uc ated in the Pittsburgh Public School 
system, graduating from Peabody High 
School at the young age of 16, and began 
working for the law firm of Brown and 
Jones until Homer Brown, Esquire, 
became Judge; and, 

WHEREAS, Florence Arrington 
began her career with the City of 
Pittsburgh Housing Authority in 1948, 
married Lawrence Arrington in 1950, to 
this union bore two children: Lawrence, 
Jr., and Karen Arrington, and then chose to 
stay at home to raise her children; and, 

WHEREAS, in 1956 - Mrs. 
Arrington re-entered the work force, 
starting here successful career climb with 
the Housing Authority as a cashier, until 
1967, at which tim e she became an 
Interviewer with the Applications Office; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Arrington’s 
tireless efforts, hard work and 
administrative skills were valuable assets, 
helping her move swiftly up the “corporate 
ladder” landing her jobs first as an 
Assistant Manager, then as the Manager of 
the Applications Office until 1976 when 
she became the Director of Management 
and thus became the first minority female 
ever selected to fill such a prestigious 
position with the HACP; and, 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Arrington, as the 
Director of Operations, has been 
responsible for a staff of 350 persons, 
consisting of four different departments: 
Management, Maintenance, Fire Crew and 
Modernization Crew; has had the 
responsibility for taking care of 36 
housing communities, and has supervised 


a rent roll and collection of approximately 
$14 million dollars in rent; and, 

WHEREAS, Mrs. Arrington set the 
pace for implementing the Vendor 
Program, which helps tenants on 
Assistance pay their rent by deducting 
their rent payments directly from their 
checks, thereby keeping tenants current on 
rent and reducing evictions; and, 

WHEREAS, Mis. Arrington was 
responsible for the hiring of the first 
minority female maintenan ce worker a nd 
promoting the first minority female 
foreman out of die For eman Training 
Program; and, 

W H E REA S, Mrs. Arrington will 
retire on March 3, 1995 after having given 
almost 39 years of continuous anH 
dedicated service to the CITY OF 
PITTSBURGH HOUSING AUTHORITY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby declare that 
Tuesday, February 28, 1995 be declared 
FLORENCE ARRINGTON DAY in the 
City of Pittsburgh in appreciation of hex 
dedicated public service record, and 
accom plishments 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Thank you. 
We have some guests here. Now, Mrs. 
Arrington doesn’t own a newspaper or 



doesn’t own a TV station, and we want to 
applaud all of the guests that were here 
earlier, but she is one of the rank and file 
that does all the jobs. She is the person 
who always fills out and carries out the 
task, whether it be of her own family, 
whether it be from folks in the community, 
whether it be her pier group or employees 
at the Housing Authority, or all the bosses 
she’s probably had to deal with for the last 
few decades, and she’s completed all of 
the tasks that have been assigned to her. 
She is an outstanding individual, a great 
woman, a resident in my Council District, 
and she had a party the other evening, I 
know the Mayor attended, and certainly a 
lot of her famil y members, friends and 
people that really have benefited from the 
pleasure of working with Mrs. Arrington 
over the many years of her public service. 

1 just thought today we also should 
pay tribute to the rank and file that does all 
the task, does all the hard work, goes the 
extra mile. I think it needs to be her day to 
shine a little bit And, I want to thank all 
the folks who did come down here_in 
support of Mrs. “A”, as we all call her, 
Mrs. Arrington, and to thank all of you for 
participating today. 

Mrs. Arrington, God bless you, we 
hope you have another 50 years so you can 
be active in the community, we need your 
expertise and your guidance. But, thank 
you. We would like you to say a few 
words. 

Mrs. Arrington: 

I want to thank you. President 
Ferio, Councilmembers, my friends, co¬ 
workers, family. When I started with 
Public Housing there was a statement in 
every application that said, “You must be 


sympathetic with the goals of Public 
Housing,” and that’s to provide safe, 
sanitary and decent housing to those who 
could not afford it in the private market 
And, that statement needs to be on all of 
the applications now, because it instills in 
you a belief and a trust in your job that 
you are helping other people, and that has 
been my life, to try to help them and guide 
them wherever I can, to touch their lives, 
because they have certainly touched mine . 

I thank you for this day. 1 never 
thought when I started that I would reach 
this pinnacle, and I thank you for it very 
much. I’ll treasure it all my life. Thank 
you. 

The Chain 

I do not know if — I do not want to 
put her mom on the spot, but we have Mrs. 
Arrington’s mom, Mrs. Coleman. I’ve 
probably known Mrs. Coleman about 28 
years ago back in the CAP days. So, we 
got to get you up here to say a few words, 
too. You can stay right down there. 

Mrs. Coleman: 

There’s only one thing I can say. 
I’m just so proud of my daughter, she did 
it all by herself and she’s always liked 
people, she’s always wanted to help 
somebody, never has nothing bad to say 
about nobody, doesn’t want to hear 
anything bad about nobody, but she’ll just 
help you and do everything and I’m so 
proud of her I don’t know what to do. 
That’s all I can say. 

The Chain 

There you go. And her daughter. 






Ms. Karen Arrington: 

I would like to express how proud I 
am of my mom; she’s always been a 
strong person and a hard worker, and I say, 
strong because she has always carried the 
family through whenever we’ve had crisis, 
and I also say, strong because she’s had to 
make decisions in her personal and 
professional life that had profound impacts 
on the people that she’s had to deal with. I 
also say, strong because through her years 
with the Authority she’s had to deal with 
employees that had to come to grips with 
the feet that not only were they talcing 
orders or have to deal with decisions feat 
she was making but because she was an 
African-American, but also because she 
was a female. 

And, I just want to say to you, 
mom, today feat I’m so thankful feat I’ve 
always had you, and I want to say that 1 
hope and 1 pray that I’d be able to maybe 
some day make that saying come true, 
“Like mother, like daughter”. Thanks. 
Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 
The Chair: 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time, if you could allow us 
one minute, fee children from Spring Hill, 
we are going over to the Mayor’s Office, 


and we have about 80 chil dren who will be 
exiting, you might want to wait a minute, 
but at the same time, due to fee iwniqiai 
long time of proclamations, they will be 
back some time to participate in one of our 
public hearings and see how it works also. 
I just want to thanlc them for being here 
today. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Very good. We applaud all fee 
young people for participating today, you 
are welcome back, and we will just have a 
half a minute here to allow them to exit fee 
room. 

I want to thank Mrs. Arrington and 
her family and our fellow co-workers at 
the Housing Authority also for coming 
down here. Keep up the good work. 

By fee way, Amir, we almost 
forgot to thank you again for dm^g fee 
Pledge and we want to make sure you have 
fee flag of our City and the flag of our 
country. We want to thank you for 
coming down today from Belmar. 

If our City Clerk could please read 
into fee record, we have a couple of other 
resolutions where individuals have been 
honored at various co mmuni ty functions. 
And, at this time, I would ask my 
colleague, or City Clerk, please read them 
into fee record. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1652 WHEREAS, The 
Alleghenians LTD, Inc., will celebrate 
their Tenth Anniversary of fee Reverend J. 
A. Wiliams Awards on Friday, February 
24,1995; and. 


WHEREAS, The AUeghenians 
LTD, Inc., will pay tribute to the following 
persons: State Representative W illiam R. 
Robinson, Congressman William J. 
Coyne, Attorney Byrd R. Brown, Dr. Carl 
L. Smith, Bishop Duane A. Darkins 
(Posthumous), Anita Bolden Fitts and 
Rollin “Sissy” Ibrahim. The prestigious 
Reverend J. A. W illiams Award will be 
presented to Reverend W illiam C. 
Callaway for twenty years of Church mid 
Community Service; and, 

WHEREAS, the AUeghenians 
LTD, Inc., will also award scholarships to 
four worthy students for continuing 
education; and, 

WHEREAS, the purpose of 
AUeghenians LTD, Inc., is to enrich the 
knowledge of citizens relative to 
improving their lifestyles on a social, 
educational, economical, non-partisan 
political and environmental level of 
awareness. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the AUeghenians 
LTD, Inc., for their determination to 
educate the community and their desire to 
make Allegheny County a better place to 
Uve. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 


No. 1653 WHEREAS, the City of 
Pittsburgh and the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania region has a rich and 
distinguished tradition of contributing to 
the weU being of the Nation, be it through 
the personal sacrifices of its sons and 
daughters or its industrial resources, we 
have always stood ready to help with the 
defense of our country in time of war or 
national emergency; and, 

WHEREAS, the City and the 
region is now engaged in a different kind 
of war - an economic war - that thmatgp c 
the well being and security of this region 
and we now look to those who we have, 
without fail, assisted in tire past to assist us 
now in our time of need; and, 

WHEREAS, the government of the 
United States is now considering the 
closure of the base at the Pittsburgh 
International Airport which serves as 
home to the 911th Airlift Wing of the U.S. 
Air Force Reserve, and said closure would 
cause the loss of over 1,500 jobs and 
remove Sixty-Two Million Dollars from 
the local economy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh strongly opposes the closure 
of this vital part of our Nations defense 
and important contributor to our local 
economy; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the City Clerk be directed to transmit 
this Resolution to Governor Tom Ridge, 
Pennsylvania’s delegation in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, its two U.S. 
Senators, the Secretary of Defense and, to 
the Commander-in-Chief of our Nations 
aimed forces. President Bill Clinton, so 
that they may know our mind on this 






matter and to serve notice of its 
importance to the people of die City of 
Pittsburgh. 

SPONSORED BY 

COUNCILMEMBERS BOB 

O’CONNOR, GENE RICOARDI, 
DAN ONORATO, ALAN 

HERTZBERG, JIM FERLO, 

valerie McDonald, joe 

CUSICK, DAN COHEN 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1654 WHEREAS, the Perry 
Athletic Association providers 

neighborhood children with the benefits of 
baseball, softball, football, street hockey 
basketball, indoor hockey and other 
activities; and, 

WHEREAS, 1995 marks the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the existence of the 
Perry Athletic Association; and, 

WHEREAS, the Perry Athletic 
Association has provided activities and 
programs to over 25,000 youth on 
Pittsburgh’s North Side; and, 

WHEREAS, to commemorate this 
achievement and to help ensure another 
fifty years of youth prog ramming the 
Perry Athletic Association is constructing 
a building to house the Athletic 
Association; and. 


WHEREAS, there is much talk 
today about youth and crime. Perry 
Athletic Association has been giving youth 
a constructive alternative now for fifty 
years. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates the Perry 
Athletic Association on its fifty years of 
providing sports opportunities for youth 
and extends its gratitude for a job well 
done. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1655 WHEREAS, on 
Tuesday, January 17,1995, the North Side 
Christian Health Center held its Grand 
Opening at 620 East Ohio Street; and, 

WHEREAS, after nearly two years 
of p l a nning , renovations were completed 
and the North Side Christian Health 
Center was opened to patients; and, 

WHEREAS, the mission of the 
organization is a holistic approach in 
which the physicians minister to 
individual’s physical needs which leads to 
ministering to that individual’s spiritual 
and emotional needs; and, 

WHEREAS, many individuals and 
groups helped to make the North Side 
Christian Health Center a reality; and. 


WHEREAS, primary financial 
support has come from Mercy Hospital 
which not only supplies employment for 
the Center’s physicians that enables them 
to volunteer their time at the Health Center 
but also provided a cash start up grant; 
and, 

WHEREAS, another primary 
source of support has been given by PNC 
Bank which leases the facility on East 
Ohio Street to the Center; and, 

WHEREAS, many individuals and 
churches volunteered their time cleaning, 
painting, and performing other necessary 
tasks to convert a derelict building into a 
credible Physician’s office. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby congratulates all 
those who have worked to make the 
existence of the North Side Christian 
Health Center possible. 

MR- ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR- HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Where is the resolution on the Air 
Base - whose resolution is - do you have 
a copy of that? 

Mr- O’Connor; 

I was going to talk about it a few 
minutes after the meeting. 


The Chain 

Well, I would like to see it as you 
talk about it now before we vote on it 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Briefly, I will just read one 
paragraph from the resolution: “The 
Government of the United States is now 
considering the closure of the base at the 
Pittsburgh International Airport which 
serves as home to the 911th Airlift Wing 
of the U.S. Air Force Reserve, and said 
closure would cause the loss of over 1,500 
jobs and remove Sixty-Two Million 
Dollars from the local economy.” 

This is not just a safety issue or 
security, but economic and the Federal 
Government, I think has to start talcing 
note of this region and the City. If you 
read in the editorial from the Post Gazette 
the other day, they said this should not be 
a political matter, there are bases that have 
to be closed in this country, and they 
mentioned politics should not play a part 
in that and do the right thing. 

Well, I question does politics play 
into un-funded mandates that the Federal 
and State Government have then imposed 
on us, such as the emissions, the covering 
of our reservoirs, where are we going to 
get a hundred million dollars to cover the 
Highland Park Reservoir. They give us a 
NAFTA to treaty, which may or may not 
be good for the country. I don’t agree with 
it. Why it would certainly hurt this region. 
The working men and women of this 
region have been devastated by that. This 
accord with have with China, signed at the 
last minute, it still boggles my mind why 





they allow these things to go on and on 
and on, when they’re dumping, and the 
debt is just going up agains t us. 

The other thing, we applied for a 
hundred million dollar Enterprise Zone 
Program, we worked very hard with - the 
County and City worked together, we got 
three million dollars, this region. A tlanta^ 
P hil ad e lphia, Detroit and Cleveland got a 
hundred million dollars each. Tell me if 
that isn’t politics. Atlanta, which is one of 
the fastest growing regions in the Country, 
is home with the Olympics, big defense, 
and a booming region, received a hundred 
million dollars. We got practically zero. 

When the President of this Country 
was running for Office, where did he come 
the week before the election to get the big 
crowds, right in front of our — our 
convention center, or in front of our 
steelworkers. I think it is time we start 
sending a message. And, also when he 
came in with the Prime Minister of 
Britain, he landed at this Air Force Base 
and was there. 

I think it is time this region sends a 
message. If we’re going to keep 
supporting these people, they better 
support us. And, 1 am asking Council, and 
I thank you for your support, that we have 
to all send a message to the Federal 
Government, our Governor, and especially 
thank Senator Specter, who has been 
working very hard on this, to keep this 
base open. It is very, very vital to our 
community and our economic 
development of this region. 

The Chain 

Other discussion? Mr. Cohen. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I want 
to commend Councilman O’Connor for 
bringing this resolution before us. The - 
my understanding is the 911th Airlift 
Wing is on the base closure list as is, the 
99th DAR.COM out of Oakdale, which is 
another 300 jobs, and at a time when we 
are potentially losing the Pirates, where 
Clark Candy is potentially moving out, 
and now we have to have to put up with 
the Federal Government potentially 
closing these bases involving 1800 jobs. 
I’ve had it I mean Pittsburgh is being 
shut out of the job market We are. And, 
Pittsburgh has lost more jobs and more 
population than any other of the top 25 
regions of the Country. Why are they 
picking on us to close our military bases. 
We need to right Our Federal 
Representative, frankly, for this area, 
needs to be righting to save these bases 
and we can’t allow them to close, not at 
this time and, frankly, not at any time 

These are 1800 jobs at stake here 
and they’re good outfits, and for them to 
single us out at a time — just what 
Councilman O’Connor said, at a time 
when we were shut out of the Enterprise 
money, a point that I think was, frankly, 
completely missed by the media. We 
praise the fret that we got three million 
dollars from the Federal Government, 
when Baltimore, Cleveland, Philadelphia, 
other similarly situated cities were getting 
a hundred milli on dollars. I’ve had it 
And, I just support this resolution a 
hundred percent 

The Chair: 

I’m going to have to abstain from 
the resolution. I support the spirit of it but 


I don’t support the exact wording. I’m not 
convinced that we have to, necessarily, 
and I sympathize with the comments made 
by Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Cohen, I think 
they’re a very eloquent defense of the feet 
that we don’t get our fair share back in 
Federal dollars. Now, I realize here we’re 
specifically talking about two military 
bases, but I don’t want to see unnecessary 
military bases remain open, either in this 
area or around the Country at the expense 
of other Federal budget it ems that need to 
be dealt with, whether it be maintaining 
some decent level of human services, 
whether it be Medicare or Medicaid 
budgets, the Food Stamps, the W1C 
Program, S umm er Job Progr am ; parallel to 
these headlines, in the article we have a 
pronouncement from some hillbilly 
Congress person down in Mississippi that 
he’s not going to fund the S umm er Jobs 
Program in the initiative, and 1 think that is 
a travesty of justice and h is going to 
devastate here us in the City of Pittsburgh 
disproportionately. 

I support the spirit of it, my 
problem is the specific defense necessarily 
of keeping military bases open. I am not 
opposed to keeping these military bases 
open if they can be turned into boot 
camps, if they can be developed into 
environmental research paries, if they 
could be any number of different things 
that relate to producing an economy and 
growth as opposed to just stagnant military 
spending. And, I apologize but I am not 
totally aware and I have to plead ignorance 
of not fully understanding what strategic 
military role they play, maybe someone is 
aware of that, I just don’t. I’ll be self- 
admitting here, that I don’t know 
specifically what military role they play in 
the defense of this Country. 


I support the spirit of the resolution 
as it relates to not draining from the 
Pittsburgh area another source of Federal 
dollar commitments coming to the region, 
but I’m a little bit hesitant to vote on this 
in terms of military impact spending report 
we’ve continually approved here in City 
Council, and I just think there needs to be 
more deliberation on what the actual 
“Whereases and Now, therefore, be it 
resolved,” with the resolution. 

So, I will abstain just to express 
my reservation. Again, I agree with Mr. 
O’Connor, who has eloquently stated that 
he is sick and tired, and I concur with that 
that we once again are singled out for a 
loss of valuable Federal dollars, albeit, 
military dollars coming back to help the 
Pittsburgh region, but there’s got to be 
some rug cutting by priorities in terms of 
the reducing the military budget, that is 
going to mean some base closings. I think 
fee issue is who takes the hit and what’s 
going to be fee compensation for the hit 
If they tell me that they are going to either 
re-adapt and use these Air Bases more 
effectively to meet the needs and the 
problems that we have in the City, I’d be 
all for it, as they have in other 
communities, other communities around 
fee City. I know in Griffith Air Force 
Base, what they’re proposing there is an 
Environmental Research Park to maintain 
fee jobs and the dollar co mmit ment Other 
proposals have been made for the 
Philadelphia Shipyard. 

I just think that we need to be more 
deliberative on fee issue of what the 
impact of the resolution is, and I am 
concerned about what the Federal 
priorities are of the Federal budget as it 
relates to giving us in the City either jobs 
or income, and I am not convinced that the 







wording in this resolution exactly attains 
that goal. But, 1 respectfully will abstain. 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, I agree, that the Federal 
budget should be cut, I don’t think- that’s a 
question, and some bases will be closed. I 
think the point of ours is, after we have 
been short changed, as you eloquently 
said, there are other programs and we 
would certainly like the jobs and money, 
but we have been shut out of that So, I 
think if the score, and let’s keep us on a 
level playing field, if you’re not going to 
give us any Enterprise money, you’re not 
going to bring any jobs here, you’re going 
to put in NAFTA and shut down our 
manufacturing. At least let, if there’s one 
base open in the Country, to let this one be 
the one that’s open. These men and 
women of Desert Storm, most of the 
supplies came out of here. And, also if 
you look we have - and talk about defense 
— we have the most veterans in Western 
Pennsylvania than in the whole Country, 
and we had the most losses in Desert 
Storm in this region. 

So, I am just saying, I agree with 
you, bases probably should be cut but I 
think this one should be the last one cut 

The Chair: 

So, you are saying these bases deal 
more specifically with conventional 
warfare as opposed to Star Wars or other 
kinds of military — 


Mr. O’Connor: 

This supplied the — what’s it, the 
supplies for Desert Storm, they flew out of 
here, equipment, food. Again, there’s no 
question we should be cutting back on our 
defense budget, but let’s let Pennsylvania - 
- this region have something. 

The Chair: 

Th a nk s for clarifying that Any 
other discussion? All in fhvor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

The motion carries. Any other 
discussion? Why don’t we have a roll vote 
on the other Read and Adoptteds. All in 
favor of the Read and Adopteds? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

The motions carry. 

Thank you very much, Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Are there any other read into the 
record proclamations? We got a little 
disorganized here on the agenda. Any 
other - anybody get lost here in the 
proclamations? We got them all in. 

Presentation of Papers, 
Councilman Cohen, Co mmit tee on Public 
Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 


Mr. President. 


The Chain 


Also, 


Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 1656 Resolution providing for 
the Director of the Department of General 
Services, in her capacity as the 
Superintendent of the Bureau of Cable 
Communications, to file a complaint with 
the Federal Communications Commission 
challenging the reasonableness of the 
proposed increase in the rates of TCI of 
Pennsylvania, Inc., in the FCC Form 1210, 
dated February 22, 1995 and to demand a 
hearing in connection therewith. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmi ttee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1657 An Ordinance 
supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Title 
Six, Conduct, Article I, Regulated Rights 
and Actions, by adding Chapter 602, 
Curfew.—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
CUSICK) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 


No. 1658 Resolution providing for 
the insurance of a warrant in favor of 
Consolidated Rail Corporation in the 
amount of $21,242.48 in payment of 
Railroad Flagging Services required for 
the Bridge Safety Inspection of the South 
12th Street Bridge; charging the same to 
Code Account EC 94-57. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1659 Resolution providing for 
a Contract or Contracts, or use of existing 
Contracts for roadway construction and 
associated infrastructure improvements for 
Alger Street, beginning at Lydia Street, 
and thence along Raff Street which ends 
adjacent to the proposed Greenfield 
Terrace Housing for Seniors; at a cost not 
to exceed $150,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account EC94-118. 

Which was read and referred to the 

Committee on Engineering and 

Construction. 

MR HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 1660 Resolution 

supplementing the City of Pittsburgh 
Rules of Council by amending Rule XV, 
providing a deadline of 30 days for 
Council’s President to schedule public 
hearings.—(SPONSORED BY MR 

HERTZBERG AND MR RICCIARDI) 

Which was read and referred to the 

Committee on Finance and Budget. 

ms. McDonald presented 




Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1669 An Ordinance 
supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, title 
Six, Conduct, Article I, Regulated Rights 
and Actions, by adding Chapter 602, 
Solicitation.—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
ONORATO) 

Also, 

No. 1670 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the Directors of Public 
Safety and City Planning to develop 
Service Providers’ Information Cards, a pH 
the establishment and use of 
Voucher/Tokens.—(SPONSORED BY 
MR. ONORATO) 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the 
bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1671 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$8,000.00 to Ronald Bonasso, and Jo ann e 
Bonasso, do Marsha A. Landers, Esquire, 
Williams Savor & Zhukas, 300 Sixth 
Avenue Building, Suite 275, Pittsburgh, 


PA 15222 in hill and final settlement of 
an accident which occurred at the 
intersection of Midland and Clemshaw 
Avenues. 

Also, 

No. 1672 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$5,000.00 to Logan & Logan, 3201 Grant 
Building, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, in full 
and final settlement of an Employment 
Discrimination Claim filed by their client 
Charles Morrison. 

Also, 

No. 1673 Resolution authorizing 
the periodic issuance of warrants in favor 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylv ania to 
pay the City of Pittsburgh JTPA 
Program’s share of die statewide on-line 
computer system cost for the period July 
1, 1994 through June 30, 1995. The total 
of the warrants will not exceed Twenty- 
Six Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-One 
Dollars ($26,291.00) 

Also, 

No. 1674 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of certain property under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1675 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of 
Sargent Electric Company, in the amount 
of Three Hundred Thousand Three 


Hundred Sixty-One Dollars and Eighteen 
Cents ($300361.18) for October, 
November, and December 1994 street 
lighting bills. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmi ttee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1676 Resolution providing for 
the letting of a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for concrete 
repairs for the Department of Public 
Works, payable from Code Account 3-01- 
40-0050-95, Concrete Repairs, at a cost 
not to exceed Fifty-Seven Thousand 
($57,000.00) Dollars, Concrete Repairs, 
Department of Public Works. 

Also, 

No. 1677 Resolution providing for 
the letting of a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for repairs 
and emergencies at various facilities for 
the Department of Public Works, at a cost 
not to exceed Seventy Thousand 
($70,000.00) Dollars, payable from Code 
Account 3-10-40-0040-95, Major Repairs 
and Emergencies, Department of Public 
Works. 


No. 1678 Resolution providing for 
the letting of a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for Asphalt 
Repairs for the Department of Public 
Works, payable from Code Account 3-01- 
40-0030-95, Asphalt Repairs, at a cost not 
to exceed Ninety-One Thousand 
($91,000.00) Dollars, Asphalt Repairs, 
Department of Public Works. 

Also, 

No. 1679 Resolution providing for 
the letting of a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for Play Area 
Safety Improvements for the Department 
of Public Works, payable from Code 
Account 3-01-40-0054-95, at a cost not to 
exceed Two Hundred Fifty Thousand 
($250,000.00). 

Also, 

No. 1680 Resolution providing for 
the letting of a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for the 
installation of picnic shelters at a cost not 
to exceed Thirty Thousand ($30,000.00) 
Dollars, payable from Code Account 3-01- 
40-0080-95, Erect Non-permit Pre-fab 
Picnic Shelters, Department of Public 
Works. 

Also, 

No. 1681 Resolution providing for 
the letting of a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for fence 
repairs for the Department of Public 
Works, payable from Code Account 3-01- 
40-0070-95, at a cost not to exceed Fifty 
Thousand ($50,000.00) Dollars. 


Also. 





Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Public Works, Water 
and Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1682 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 459 of May 7, 1992, 
entitled “Resolution providing for an 
Agreement or Agreements with the 
Oakland Transportation Resource Center 
to provide administrative/operating 
support to the Agency in an amount not to 
exceed $15,000.00”, so as to change the 
nameoLthe group to the OAKLAND 
TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT 

ASSOCIATION._ and to change the 

purpose of the funds to permit the 

acquisition of BIKE RACKS FOR THE 

OAKLAND _ NEIGHBORHOOD. 

CHARGEABLE TO AND PAYABLE 
FROM THE 1992 CDBG Program. 

Also, 

No. 1683 Resolution approving a 
Conditional Use Exception under Section 
993.0l(a)A(7) of the Pittsburgh Code, 
Title Nine, Zoning, Article V, Chapter 
993, to Thomas M. Zilles for authorization 
to convert an existing two-story structure 
located at 248 South Euclid Avenue into a 
50-bed work release facility to be operated 
by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Corrections on property zoned “C3” 
Commercial District, 8th Ward. (Council 
District No. 9) 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use. 

Also, 


No. 1684 Communication from 
Paul Hennigan, Director, Finance, City of 
Pittsburgh, submitting the market value of 
securities pledged as collateral by City 
Depositories as of October 30,1994. 

Also, 

No. 1685 Communication from 
Paul Hennigan, Director, Finance, City of 
Pittsburgh, submitting the market value of 
securities pledged as collateral by City 
Depositories as of November 31,1994. 

The Chain 

We need a motion to receive and 
file on the last bills. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

So moved. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREV AILED 
The Chain 

Motion carries. Thank you. 

That concludes our Presentations. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The Chain 

Now, for Reports of Co mmit tees. 
Councilman Onorato, Co mmi ttee on 
Finance and the Budget 







Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 
The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

We have a Negative 
Recommendation of Bill 1608, regarding 
the infamous one week vacation timp so 
we’ll dispense with that first 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1686 

Report of the Co mmitte e on Finance anH 
Budget for February 22,1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with a NEGATIVE 

recommendation. 

Bill No. 1608 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending and supplementing Resolution 
No. 21 of 1995, effective February 3, 
1995, entitled: ‘Amending anH 

Supplementing Resolution No. 972 of 
1994, effective January 1, 1995, entitled: 
‘Resolution fixing the number of officers 
and employees of the City of Pittsburgh 
and the rate of compensation thereof, and 
setting minimum levels for riftci anatwi 
positions,’ by increasing the 1995 salary 
for all non-union municipal employees by 
3% above the 1994 rate,’ by granting each 
full-time non-union municipal employee 
who is employed by the City of Pittsburgh 
as of December 31, 1994, one additional 
week of vacation in the calendar year 


1995, only.”—NEGATIVE 

RECOMMENDATION— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO) 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

I would like my eloquent defense 
of this measure to be brought forward in 
the record. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chair: 

Any other comments? 

Mr. Cohen: 

I would like my comments brought 
forward, please. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

The bill is now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bill will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ferlo, 

(Pres’t) 




AYES 2 


NOES 6 


Ms. McDonald 


VOTING NO: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Onorato 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ricciardi 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council not being in the affirmativ e the 
bill was defeated. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1575 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $18,750.01 
warrant in fevor of American Rent A Ride, 
Inc., for damaged leased vehicles for 1994, 
charging same to Code Account No. 46, 
Judgments” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 


Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bill passed finall y 

Also, 

Bill No. 1576 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with an accounting firm to provide 
professional auditing services as required 
by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor 
and Industry in connection with the Job 
Tra ining Partnership Act (JTPA) Program 
and providing for the payment of the cost 
thereof Total cost shall not exceed 
$30,000.00.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like my co mm ent* be 
brought forward on 1576. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you. Any other co mm ent* 1 ? 
Hearing none, the bill is now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bill will vote “aye” when their names 


are called; all opposed will vote “no” The 

Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
repealing Resolutions, approved on 
various dates, authorizing the sale of 
properties in various wards of the City of 
Pittsburgh, in accordance with Act No 
171 of 1984” 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


AYES 7 NOES none 

(MR. RICCIARDI ABSTAINING) - 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1603 


Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1605 

A Resolution entitled,, “Resolution 
providing for the conveyance by the City 
of Pittsburgh of certain property under Act 
No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second Class 
City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984 ” 

Which was read. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing that the City of Pittsburgh enter 
into a professional services contract with a 
law firm with expertise in ERISA 
compliance and IRS benefit filing 
requirements for the purpose of filing 
delinquent IRS Form 5500 for Plan No. 
501, the Union Tuition Benefit Plan for 
the tax years 1992 and 1993; to request a 
reprieve of any late filin g penalties; and to 
ensure the City of Pittsburgh is m full 
compliance of all ERISA and IRS filing 
requirements for the balance of the City of 
Pittsburgh’s benefit plans. Cost not to 
exceed Ten Thousand Dollars from Code 
Account 1063.” 


Also, 

Bill No. 1606 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the filing of a petition or 
petitions for the sale of certain property or 
properties, acquired at tax sales in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, 
“Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
Collection Act”, effective December 11, 
1984.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 


Which was read. 
Also, 


You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 


BUI No. 1604 






passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote M no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

Also. 

BUI No 1592 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the transfer of Thirteen 
Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars 
(SI3,750.00) from Code Account PSTA, 
Public Safety Training Academy, to Code 
Account HSPG, Highway Safety Project 
Grant, Department of Public Safety.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I just 
would like my comments brought forward 


on Bill 1592, dealing with the drunk driver 
bill. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

The bill is now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bill will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald 

AYES 7 NOES 1 

(MR. FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1624 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 7, effective 
January 20, 1995, entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing City Council to form an 
Advisory Board for the express purpose of 
conducting a review of Article 3, Section 
309 of the Home Rule Charter and, at the 
conclusion of said review, the Advisory 
Board will present to Council its non- 




binding findings regarding possible 
Charter Amendments” by changing the 
number of at large City residents to be 
named to the Board from four (4) to six 
(6) ”—(SPONSORED BY MR. 

O’CONNOR AND MS. McDONALD) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1687 Resolution re-appointing 
Thomas W. Armstrong, 5th and Wood, 
26th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, as a 
Member of the City of Pittsburgh’s 
Planning Commission, with a term to 
expire January 1,1999. 

Which was read. 

Also, 

No. 1688 Resolution appo inting 
Loretta O’Brien, 10 Fairfield Court, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201, as a Member of the 
City of Pittsburgh’s P lanning 
Commission, with a term to expire January 
1,1996. 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Prcs’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


What is the pleasure of the body? 
We have a re-appointment of the 
Chairman Mr. Tom Armstrong, who we 
all know very well, and who I believe has 
served the Planning Commission 
admirably; as well, we have a new 
appointment of Loretta O’Brien, who 
many of us have worked with with the 
Carnegie, to the Planning Commission. 
Do we want to interview both individuals 
to act on the re-appointment? What is the 
pleasure? Mr. Cusick. 


The Chain 


Mr. Cusick: 


That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Mr. President, I feel we should act 
on the re-appointment and ask Ms. 
O’Brien to come in. We are all aware of 
Mr. Armstrong and the good work that he 
has done. 






The Chair; 

Would you like to make a motion 
regarding Mr. Armstrong? 

MR. CUSICK moved to approve the re¬ 
appointment of Thomas W. Armstrong. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded die 
motion. 

The Chain 

Is there a second for a discussion? 
What’s the pleasure of the body? Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Well, I had some questions for Mr. 
Armstrong. So, I think it is only fair — we 
can’t put any — that’s such an important 
job and there’s been some problems, I 
think he should come in front of us. 

The Chain 

I would ask, to respect all of the 
colleagues, if there are questions, why 
don’t we bring them both before the body. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I withdraw my motion. 

The Chain 

Very good. 

So, we will act accordingly. We 
will ask the City Clerk to please invite 
these individuals. I believe we have two 
appointments tomorrow for City Court 
Magistrate, actually both re-appointments, 
that may get into some discussion. So, I 


would ask the City Clerk to work with 
Chairman Onorato of Finance to find out 
when the best time is for their interviews. 

Any other discussion on this 

matter? 

Also, relative to the City Court 
Magistrates coming in tomorrow, could 
we have either Mr. Sirabella or Mr. 
Schmitt from CIS available? I think that 
there will be some discussion regarding 
the DJS System versus what Council 
supported regarding bringing the 
Management Information System on line 
regarding Housing Court, and I think we 
would like to have some of those 
individuals present 

Are there any other matters to be 
brought before the body under Motions 
and Resolutions? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President Mr. 
President, our cable monopoly television 
empire, TCI of Pennsylvania, just 
announced that they are raising rates on 



1st of this year. This rate increase comes 
just two months after their last increase. 
Together the increases amount to over 
$2.00 per month for Expanded Basic 
Customer, and they also plan to raise our 
Basic Rates by 47 cents per month for 
Basic Customers. 

Now, how does TCI justify these 
increases, by adding five new channels to 
the lineup. Five c han-n ek that nobody 
wants, so that they can squeeze the 
customer for more money. They never 
asked us if we wanted these channels, they 
never gave us a choice, they just want our 


money. They’re greedy, they’re abusive 
and I’m sick of it 

Two of these channels TCI actually 
owns, “Prime Sports Showcase” and the 
“International C hann el” So, they are 
actually getting twice as much for these 
channels because they don’t have to pay a 
distributor. And, a third channel called 
“Mind Extension University” is a double 
slap in our face. Not only do we have to 
pay for it but we are subjected to lectures 
by Newt Gingrich. Newt Gingrich. If you 
don’t believe me, watch it There’s the 
Speaker of die House spouting his right 
wing rhetoric against working people, 
against poor people, against cities, like 
Pittsburgh, and we have to pay for it It is 
outrageous. It is almost as if TCI 
executives are sitting around a table 
devising new ways to abuse the customer. 

TCI says its latest increase is due 
to the addition of yet another channel, and 
that is called “CNN International” But, 
Pittsburgh Expanded Basic Customers 
already have two CNN C hanne ls, “CNN- 
r it s called and the other one is called 
“Headline News”. Does anyone really 
think that there was a demand for a third 
CNN Channel, of course not. 

What’s more, they’re charging 96 
cents, when, under the Going — what are 
called the Going Forward Rules by the 
FCC, they’re only allowed to charge 20 
cents plus inflation. On behalf of the 
consumers, we can’t sit back and take this. 
We’ve got to keep fighting them until they 
begin to act like a responsible company. 

To that end, I have introduced 
legislation today to, first, file a complaint 
against TCI protesting this latest increase 
before the Federal Communications 


Commission; two, demanding a hearing 
before the FCC immediately. We can’t let 
this bureaucracy continue to ignore our 
protest The FCC is obligated to 
adjudicate our com plaints and if they 
refuse, then we may have to sue them in 
court Third, demand that TCI provide a la 
carte programming to its customers; that 
is, the customer chooses which channels 
he or she wants. If the customer doesn’t 
want Mind Extension University and Newt 
Gingrich, then the customer doesn’t have 
to pay for it Fourth, I think Council 
should seriously consider rejecting TCI 
Basic Rate increase. We do have the 
power to do that on the Basic Rate, even 
though they are allowed an inflation 
adjustment Let them sue us if they want 
to. 

Finally, we have got to re-double 
our efforts to attract another cable 
company to Pittsburgh. Competition is the 
only lasting solution to TCI’s abusive 
practices. We should prepare a package of 
incentives for any company that wants to 
come in and compete with TCI. The 
Franchise Agreement does permit this and 
our customers demand it I do not care if 
it’s Bell Atlantic or whomever, but we’ve 
got to another company here to compete, 
as the only way to permanently bring 
down rates. 

So, I hope that Council will 
support me in this legislation and that we 
move forward and consider these actions. 
Thank you, Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you. Good old TCI, so 
many rate hikes, so little time. 

Mr. Cusick. 




Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, as you are aware o£ 
today I introduced legislation that will 
establish a curfew ordinance in the City of 
Pittsburgh for children under the age - of 
16 and under the age of 16. They can be 
out after 11:00 only if accompanied by a 
parent or an adult or for some other 
organized pr ogr am ming that may happen 
within their community. The fine, up to 
$200.00 and a hundred hours of 
community service should be levied on the 
children. 

I have gone one step further, and I 
would like to add, also, that hundred hours 
also be levied against the parent for repeat 
offenders, and so that the parent then will 
know where their child is in the evening 
hours. This legislation holds both the 
children and the parents accountable for 
their behavior. 

' Council has good reasons to 
regulate hours for minors that are on the 
street. 1 have given you a packet listing a 
number of the reasons, and I hope that 
each and everyone of you will get „an 
opportunity to take a good hard look at 

this 

Last year I spoke at several schools 
in the City and surveyed the children on a 
curfew. It is amazing that the majority 
agreed that there should be a curfew. 

I want everyone to know that I 
think this is a pro-family bill. It is giving 
parents a tool to enforce a law at home. It 
needs to start at home. This bill, when — I 
believe that when a child goes to the 
parent and says, “Mom, can I be out till 
midnight?” Mom now can say, no, and 
the child will reply, “Why?” “It's the 


law ” We need this. I think that we have 
waited and talked too long about a curfew, 
it needs to happen now. 

In recent days the Mayor was 
quoted as saying that he thought that this 
was premature. I disagree with him. I 
think it is time that we had a piece of 
le gislati on that works for our communities 
and works for the residents of our 
communities. 

The Mayor’s reasonings for stating 
that were, because of a House Bill, House 
Bill No. 22. It is a Special Crime Session 
House Bill. What it does would allow us, 
if passed, would allow us to arrest, or hold 
for summary offenses. This is very close 
to passing, probably within the next four 
to six weeks we could see movement on 
this piece of legislation. 

I would like. Council, if you 
would, entertain a motion to send a letter 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee asking 
them to pursue and to pass House Bill 22. 
I will forward a copy of the bill to each 
and everyone of the Members, but I think 
for the most part, that most of us would 
agree that police officers should have the 
powers and the right to arrest without 
warrant, for probable cause, in a lot of 
t hing s, including disorderly conduct, 
public drunkenness, loitering, prowling, 
and the list goes on. We do not have that 
right now. This would enable our police 
officers, when they feel it is probable, to 
arrest someone. 

Like I said, this bill is real close to 
passing. I am going to be up in Harrisburg 
pushing forward on this. I would like the 
President of City Council, next week I will 
make a motion, that he hold it for a public 
hearing. 




The Chain 

Is that wi thin 30 days or after? 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to go one step further. 
I would like to see that four public 
hearings be held and they be held in four 
separate areas in the City, so that everyone 
has an opportunity to give some input to 
this piece of legislation. 

I think we have a good opportunity 
here to pass an effective bill, something 
that is going to work for all the 
neighborhoods of the City of Pittsburgh. I 
believe the Mayor even believes that I do 
not think it is premature to move forward 
on this bill, because if House Bill 22 
doesn’t pass, I still feel we should-move 
forward. That is that, if we can’t arrest, 
then we’ll give the tickets out, and if that 
behavior continues, then they will do the 
community service as stated in this piece 
of legislation. 

People all week long have been 
coming up to me and saying that they 
thought that this was too late, 11 o’clock 
was too late. Well, I wanted to be as fair 
with this piece of legislation, and 1 want 
people to know that, it’s 11 o’clock on a 
school night and it’s 12 o’clock on a 
weekend. 

I look forward to a lot of debate in 
regards to this piece- of legislation. I hope 
that you will bring your ideas, your 
amendments and we can discuss them. 

I would like to ask this Council to 
send a letter to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee asking them to vote in an 
affirmative, so that we could see 


something happen in regards to what is 
going on in our neighborhoods. I think 
that first should be addressed. 

And, secondly, that we also a 
letter to the Mayor asking him to continue, 
and remember the word “continue’’ 
because die Mayor has to be commended 
for die hard work that he has been doing in 
regards to House Bill 22 in trying to get it 
pushed along, and ask him to con tinue to 
support that piece of legislation. 

And, third, I would ask the City 
Clerk to set up four regional meetings 
within our City and we do that as quickly 
as possible, so that everyone has an 
opportunity and knows when these 
meetings are going to be held, I think that 
would be very important to do, and then 
we hold them wi thin that district I do not 
know whether or not they could be 
televised out in the district but if so, 1 
think it would be important that we do 
that, too. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. Are you 
specifically making a motion asking 
Council to pass the resolution in support of 
House Bill 22 and to forward it to the 
elected officials in Harrisburg? 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes. That is right 

The Chain 

Is there a second, specifically on 
that motion? 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 




Mr. Hertzberg: 

Discussion. 

The Chain 

Discussion, Councilman 

Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I wrote 
a letter in reference to this particular Sill 
immediately following the hearings that 
were held here by the House of 
Representatives, because I don’t believe 
that bill goes far enough, in fact, I think it 
is going to create a mine field, because it 
picks and chooses which offenses the 
police are going to have arrest on, and, in 
fact, if ultimately we do pass some 
ordinance, curfew or dinanc e, it wouldn’t 
be included in there, because it doesn’t 
exist right now. I asked them to just 
basically say all summary offenses. That 
way the police don’t have to pull out their 
list and decide, is this one of the ones that 
we have arrest powers for or not, and we 
are constantly adjusting the Code of 
Conduct here in Pittsburgh. 

So, the spirit of it I support very 
much, that the police do need arrest 
powers, and I think right now the police 
are kind of in a gray area a lot of the time 
when it comes to summary offenses. We 
had to pay up for one arrest and detention 
in Point State Park, and the police don’t 
know, there is some support for arrest in 
summary cases where there is a danger to 
the particular offender or to others 
involved in the summary, and how do you 
interpret that. Well, the police don’t know 
how to interpret that. And, I don’t know 
that this particular bill is going to help that 


situanon by creating more confusion by 
not giving them all — 

The Chair: 

Just in response to that I think it is 
a good point I know Mr. Pistella, 
speaking with him at a banquet on Sunday, 
and he was basically saying this 
committee was struggling with the — as 
you just well stated that, just kind of 
bartering and bickering over what 
summary offenses will be included in this 
bill, and I think your point is very well 
taken. It may be that some of the intended 
or hoped for summary offenses, 
specifically the curfew, is not going to end 
up being a part of the bill, and I believe 
right now they are kind of picking and 
choosing various summary offenses that 
are going to be made part of the H.B. 22. 
And, as you pointed out, I think it may be 
very confusing and awkward, not only for 
the police officer but we know who ends 
up getting sued and we’ve seen that in that 
famous six-pack beer case at Point State 
Park which led to the introduction of this 
bill in the first place. 

So, Mr. Cusick, I do not know if 
you want to amend the bill to just make it 
a blanket - 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would then amend my letter, or 
our letter to the State Judiciary Committee 
by saying that we support House Bill 22, 
and would ask them to consider all 
su mm a r y offenses, and hopefully they’ll 
get the message when the letter is 
received. 


The Chain 

I would ask that maybe Mr. 
Hertzberg share his letter with you and 
draft the appropriate letter in that spirit of 
making it all the various summary 
offenses. 

Mr. Cohen: 

With all of us, please. 

The Chain 

Yes. Any other discussion on just 
the specific motion forwarding support for 
HJB. 22, if it is amended, to include all 
summary — Ms. McDonald, discussion? 

Ms. McDonald: 

First of all, I am very leery about 
the legality of curfews and the equity that 
we would see throughout the City. I have 
some serious concerns. I look forward to 
the debate. I choose not to elaborate and 
take up a lot of time right now. Since it is 
being introduced it is very premature right 
now to even have a lot of discussion, but 
you will be hearing quite a bit of 
discussion from me, not from just the legal 
aspect but from the - just the logistics of 
enforcement, how ethical it could be, and 
you will probably hear a lot from the 
community as well. 

But, right now, on the specific 
motion, 1 cannot vote on a motion to 
support a bill when I don’t even have it in 
front of me. So, I cannot support sending 
a letter on a bill that I was not privy to 
reading beforehand. 


The Chair: 

Other discussion on the motion 
forwarding — 

Mr. Cusick: 

I apologize, I just received the bill 
myself this morning at 11:00. I would just 
like to — also, for Council’s information, 
this bill is based on a bill that previously 
was upheld in Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania in Middletown, PA, and I 
think it is a fair bill, 1 think it is one that 
this Council should look at 

The Chain 

The support on the summary 
offense bill, HJB. 22, as amended by Mr. 
Hertzberg’s comments, is not necessarily 
condoning the curfew issue at this point, 
just in terms of - Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

First of all, I agree with Ms. 
McDonald, I haven’t seen the bill. So, I 
may or may not agree with it It sounds 
like the spirit is all right, but could you 
hold it until we see it and read it and then 


Mr. Cusick: 

Hold what? 
Mr. O’Connon 

Your BiU 22. 
Mr. Cusick: 


That’s fine, I will hold it 




Mr. O’Connor: 

We can always put it in tomorrow 
or another day. I would like to see it 

Mr. Cusick: 

I’ll make sure everyone gets a 
copy, too. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I would like to see it before, that’s 
all. 

The Chain 

So, you are withdrawing your 
motion for approval on H.B. 22 urging the 
amendment of it, as Mr. Hertzberg has 
stated. We’ll hold that for next week’s 
discussion. In the interim we can be man** 
available copies of the bill and some 
additional discussion can be presented. 

Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, there is also a 
motion that — and I do not know if thic can 
be done — whether or not we can televise a 
public hearing out in the community. 

The Chain 

Well, we will discuss that We will 
work on that one. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Do I have to do that in the form of 
a motion? 


The Chain 

We did some research on the cost 
associated with televising. There’s less of 
a problem televising the hearing in terms 
of televising and then making it available 
for our City Cable; it is more 
problemsome to televise in terms of a live 
shot We can explore that and I will 
provide the information to Council. We 
did some research actually when I first 
became Council President 

So, we will look at that I do not 
t h i nk the issue of having neighborhood 
meetings is contingent upon necessarily 
that it be a televised public hearing. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would just like to make one final 

co mment 

The Chain 

But, we will explore that and I will 
share the information with Council. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. I would just like to 
make one final comment If House Bill 22 
does not pass, I still plan to move on with 
the curfew legislation. I do not think - I 
still think drat the curfew legislation ean 
work even if we don’t have the law to pick 
up someone and take them in. 

Again, my piece of legislation 
states that you’re given a summary ticket 
and then — the first offense, and then they 
would send a letter to the parents asking 
them to acknowledge that letter, and if 
there’s continual behavior in regards to the 
curfew, breaking the law, then the parent 


and the child will be levied a fine and a 
community service. 

So, my piece of legislation does 
not rely on whether or not House Bill 22 
passes. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Obviously 
there will be a lot of time for some 
discussion. You do not waive Rule 8 on 
your bill, so it will come up the following 
week. That gives us more time to review 
Mr. Hertzberg’s letter to the House and the 
actual content of ILB. 22 that’s presently 
worded, as well I am sure we will get a 
legal opinion regarding your bill on the 
curfew and we will have ample 
opportunity to have co mmunit y meetings 
on the bill in a timely fashion. 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Councilman Cusick, do you know 
when Bill 22 is being voted on in the 
House? 

Mr. Cusick: 

No. Like 1 said, it is in the Senate 
Special Committee right now. But, I had 
talked to Chuck Kolling and he looks 
forward to it to be coming up for vote in 
the very near future. 

The Chair: 

Are there any other matters to be 
brought before the body under Motions 
and Resolutions? Hearing none, motion to 
approve the Minutes. 


MR. COHEN moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, February 21,1995. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. 
HERTZBERG 

Council adjourned. 





(BEGINNING - MESSRS. FERLO AND COHEN'S CCMENTS - CN BILL IK). 
1608, WSXESDRXr 2/22/95) 


Mr. Perlo: 

Motion to appr o v e far purposes of discus s i on . 

Ms. McDonald: 

Second. 

Which motion prev ailed. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I would like to move and discuss it. 

Mr. Sixabella, maybe Director Hmnigan and anyone fran the 
ftAninis tj y nt^ion that might want to ocmiRnt on this part ic ul ar 
bill, please have a seat at the table. 

I r espec tf ully ask that Oou nci Imen toer s give consideration 
and Hisgnss this issue. As you-know. Council unanimously 
<aari ier this year appr o v ed a salary increase of three percent 
effective July 1 similar to what the Administration negotiated 
with the collective bargaining unit be it blue collar, 
collective bargaining or white collar union. 3hat three percent 
takes hold July 1. We introduced in Council and unanimously 
approv ed a resolution granting that three per c ent in similar 
fashion effective July 1 and that is already a matter of action 
by this Council. 

What I didn't know at the time when I introduced that is 
that — again, this bill that is b efo re us today is to give an 
equal consider at ion for the 500 to 600 plus enplqyees that make 
ip the non-union municipal w orker s thro u gho u t the city. Sane of 
them can be characterized as mid-management, up p er- manag e m ent , 
lwer- naxagement, but actually a lot of them are rank and file 
folks behind the c ounte rs, at the desks, underneath the 
inadequate lighting throughout offices around the city who do 
not have the benefit of a collective bargaining proce ss. 

I have been here through three mayors and three city 
administrations so I g^ess having a long view it's in that 
spirit that I offer this and that is to offer at the request of 
this Council for consideration that inter v ene and speak on 
behalf of those employees, in the three administrations that I 
have been here on at least tm occasions separate and distinct 
fran the collective bargaining g r o ups be it blue collar or white 
collar, it is this other group of non-union municipal employees 
who on at least tvro occasions too wage freezes at a time that 
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the two bargaining units got anywhere from a two tsro five 

pta c p n *- wage increase. I'm going back looking at this fzxm a 
long range point of view on betelf of these aiployees. We are 
Couracilmaiters and we serve a specific term. We may or may not 
get re-elected, we're out the door. We have a revolving door. 

My sense being an elected official and I think it's the 
viewpoint of many of ny colleagues is that we are c on c ern ed 
at*n it the quality of the vuxMolCc in temp of taiyloyiiraiL 

long range. We have a v ested in te rest and that 
certainly was Council's intent when it took the action 
independent of the Administration beginning to offer tuition 
benefit program. Knowing that vre can only offer it to this same 
category, it was our hope at that time that if the union wanted 
that benefit it's up to than to collectively bargain and 
negotiate with the Adniiustxation. 

I don't dispute the issue here regarding the executive 
branch's prero g at ive as it relates to collective bargaining 
pr ocess but there is at least precedence by this Council to 
int erve ne an behalf of those who do not have a collective 
bargaining r ep r esentative when and if there's an issue that we 
think we feel we care about or we need to express. Ttat's also 
been true for this Council historically when we have spoken 
through our budgets an the issue of parity involving EBE. In 
other words there is no dispute about collective bargaining 
p rerog a tives by the adninistration. There are issues that cane 
upas a matter of public policy. The exanpie, the HE. This 
Council repeatedly has spoken about the need to inprove the 
quality of the paramedic position because it's a policy matter. 
We're losing seme of our best paramedics to other employment 
opportunities because of the n a t ur e of the jab, the low pay, 
etc. So sometimes collective bargaining issues also transcend 
into broader policy issues that I think Council as a legislative 
body needs to look at. 

The issue here that's before us is to offer one additional 
week's vacation only for this year 1995 for this particular 
group of enplqyees that do not have the benefit of being part of 
a formal collective bargaining unit that could have nagn t i atari 
this with the Adninistration and it matches what the 
Administration off e red through the collective bargaining p roc ess 
to the white collar union representative. I personally feel and 
I knc*j there's a principle d i sagr ee ment with the administration 
and setting aside all the rhetoric I believe it's fair and 
reasonable. I totally find incredulous the Administration's 
view that this is going to cost $500,000.00 in overtime and 
things of that sort, it's kind of like the Pentagon caning to 
the C on gressional table when it canes \xp once a year to talk 
about their budget in terms of the numbe rs and their 
credibility. 
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Again, I of fe r it in the spirit of discussion here and for 
rT^idcyrsrt irrn again I stress that this group of eiplcyees we 
have a vested intere st ed in, they as opposed to the bargaining 
units historically took wage Iroozos when others got benefits 
and lastly, fran a point of view of fairness and who tabes the 
hit, wten the Actainistration, whether it be this A d m i n i s tration 
or any other actainistraticn, has the tough job of balancing a 
budget given the situation we're in and certainly this 

jfcfninistzation and this Council vas faced with it, the first 
group of workers to get the ax because of the fact that they do 
rot have the benefit of collective bargaining and I think the 
Actaunistration would have to adnit that they vere at a 
disadvantage. In other words, when they wanted to make layoffs, 
even if they wanted to lay off a particular category of worker 
and the blue collar or the white collar union, because of the 
Personnel and Civil Service protection, b ec a u s e of the 
collective harg^^ing pr o te c t i on , because of seniority, they had 
a lot pr erog at ives and if they could unilaterally de c i d e to 
stake a cut so what happened? Disproportionately — and I am not 
criticizing the Administration because it's a problem that they 
had and something they had to reckon with. But 
Hi e^ r pTp^rtiion a t-jaiy it is this other group of non-union municipal 
enployees who most often will take the hit when times c^t tough 
and I think that was d ananstr ated this past one year and 
one-half. Again, it's not meant as a criticism of the 
Administration, they have c onst rai nt s with seniority, the 
collective bargaining agreemen t as to who they would like to lay 
off when rfrnpg get tough. I think it's fair and reasonable. I 
was actually a little bit surprised at the strident criticism of 
the Administration when I offered this but I would be happy to 
allow the Administration to co nn e nt or refute why they think 
this is pure idiocy but I would r espec tf ully ask that this 
Council give consi derati on to this. 

*Ihe Chair: 

Would the Afln i n i strat ion like to respon d at this point? 


Hr. SArabella: 

Yes, vre wrnild like to respond and the r espons e should be 
understood to all those employees that are well des erv ed that 
Hr. Ferlo has offered to give grant this benefit of five-day, 
one year benefits. That it is in the issue of and in the 
principles of fairness and reasonableness as Mr. Ferlo states 
that >e're here to talk about what co nt ext this benefit was 
granted during the pretty hard negotiations for four months. 

I think what we need to do is Jacqueline Mo rr o w whose number one 
responsibility was the negotiations to talk to you about the 
co nte xt and what was involved in the four m on t hs of negotiations 
with the eight bargaining units and we continue to negotiate 
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with the firefighters and then we will negotiate this year with 
the police. 


Ms. Marro w : 

That benefit was not a "give me", it was bargained with 
AFSCME. They gave up things to get that. Par each of the units 
we tried to give them sane things they wanted, we tried to get 
seine t h j T^gs that we needed so it was a bargaining p rocess. So 
it under cuts the other unions that did not get this one week. 
Once you start extending it then we're open to requests fran the 
other unions who may think that they de se r v e this too. So it 
was bargained for. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

What specifically — first of all I think we're really 
talking about apples and and oranges but even following your 
logic or train of thought, what was specifically given up? If 
you are going to use that then I would argue that the non-union 
municipal employees that I'm talking about historically also 
have given something up — on at least two occasions a wage 
fr e ez e when the collective bargaining unit did get a wage freeze 
and for the other reasons that I raised. 


Ms. M orr o w ; 


I don't know that can do it in executive session. I'm 
not sure it makes se n se to go through the whole bargaining 
process now for each of these unions, it was a four-month 
process. 


Mr. Sirabella: 

You have to understand — you all do understand in 
negotiations there is give and take and the case of this one 
bargaining unit with €00 individuals there were items that were 
on and off the table. This was so m et hing that the union felt 
was necessary as a "svreetener", a one-year benefit to get his 
union to ratify the con tr act in the tough times and tough things 
that ve have asked far. Other unions asked for other items that 
don't necessarily relate to white collar and farsnen. It's in 
the context. It is not something that we are willing to tell 
you all about what was traded in the executive session because 
then there will be the second guessers. there will be those 
people that said “we don't want to do that" and they are 
represented by their membership and it's the way the system 
works. Now if the systsn is broken into and tried to feel that 
new after the fact, after all of the discussions, after being 
negotiated at the table that we now try to change this, it 
doesn't vrork. There \rere things that received fran the 
bargaining unit that we did not fran others. This was a 
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specific request that we thought we coul d do in the tough times 
to get the contract ratified that the AFSQ5E individual 
thought. Ttere were other things that case out of the other 
employees. You should Jaw that the p arame dics don't have this, 
the police will not have this, the fire, and we'r e arb itration, 
don't have this- All our laborers, our truck driver s, 
carpenters, plumbers, electricians, statio n a ry e ngineers , they 
don't have this benefit and they did not bargain far this 
benefit they did. receive another itsn- 

Now I Jaw you're re presenting — 

Hr. Ferlo: 

— I don't dispute anything you're saying and that's my 
very point. In each category and I r es pec t the fact that it's 
the pre roga t ive indeed maybe burden to engage 

and rrywa up with a collective bargaining p roce ss with the unions 
whether it be police, fire, blue collar or white collar, I don't 
dispute ttet. It may be in each case yew can talk about— I 
don't moan necessarily here but maybe I'm sure in your mind 
you've illustrated or confxsned that in each one of those 
agresnents you were able to win something or able to concede 
something may be work rule change, what have you- I mean, in 
blue collar I know you raised the tool allowance to $390-00 — 
great. Well, there's no such tool allcarance for the white 
collar who sit behind desks for materials or clothing that they 
ngexj and I'm just using that as an i 1 lustration. 

The point is that I don't dispute and I applaud the work 
that tte Administration vis-a-vis collective bargaining and I'm 
not happy about what's going an with the Environmental Services 
workers but again I don't think it's my role here legislatively 
to get involved with the whole issue of collective bargaining. 

I'm only zeroing in and I do think it's a l eg itim a te issue that 
Council can review on the issue of the 500 or 600 workers that 
make up non-union enployees that are separate and distinct from - 
the collective bargaining pr oc e s s that you're involved in be it 
blue collar or white collar. These ca teg o r y waiters have no one 
to speak for them and it's in that spirit. I don't dispute 
anything you've stated about collective bargaining. Hhat about 
the category that I'm talking about. They haven't given 
anything up, they haven't won anything. Whatever they get is at 
the good gr a ce s of either the Mayor unilaterally deciding to 
extend something to that category after collective bargaining or 
that Council feels as a matter of policy or fairness that 
want to take seme action, w® did that unilaterally on the issue 
creating a tuition benefit pr og r am. So I think really we're 
talking about apples and oranges here. 
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Ms. M a rio n 


Tb r espond directly to your point, the problem is that you 
open up the door to the other groups who will new cane in and 
say I wanted that too. I understand your point ixit that 
^■ nytorn itig the credibility- and it undercuts the c losure that we 
ramp together with the other unions. 

Mr. Berio: 

I'm t-airi-ng this action following the closure of agreements 
with blue collar, white collar for the bulk of what's being 
affected. Let me ask you this. Who will take an action or who 
will speak for this group and why is it nec essari l y wrong far 
Council to take a position relative to what the quality of that 
wank force is going to look like? 

Ms. Morrow: 

I don't disagree with that. 


Mr. Berio: 

In other words, you have the b urde n and responsibility to 
go out and bring in c ontr acts with blue collar, white co lla r or 
collective Htyrgairting units of which there are eight plus fire, 
plus now this year you will have police. And you did that and I 
have ny own views about certain things I want out of them. My 
own views right now about what's going on with the t e a ms ters and 
the environmental s er v ice workers but setting that whole issue 
aside, who speaks for over a long period of time the group that 
I'm attainting to address today and that is the 500 or 600 
non-union imminipal workers? There are times the Mayor does it 
because as a ma t te r of policy he or she may have waited to 
affect sanething on tehalf of those waiters who don't have the 
benefit of collective bargaining and historically there have 
been times when Council intervened and w or k ed to speak an betel f 
of the advocates far those folks, so I really think %re're 
talking about apples and or an ges here. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

You understand exactly what apples and oranges is here. 
Fundamentally whenever you have the management core, the 
management core is repre sented by the Acininistration so it is 
clear. You're in a ranaasmsnt position you have certain 
privileges that civil service individuals don't have. You take 
certain chances, you have a higher weekly salary that most 
individuals don't have. You have an ability to get in and out 
of the systsn and you have to take chances. If there is a new 
administration you ray not be there, if there has been changes 
or there's a switch in managanent you may not be there. So 
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there are give and take there in that case. The Afaiaistration 
speaks for that group and that group doesn't need — it's 
certainly understood that it is not a gro u p that we step on on 
tramp upon. The tuition reisbursenent was put in by Council 
s ev eral years ago and of course we support it with money and 
serious money. That is a very good benefit I have to say. Not 
very many people have that kind of benefit. 

Mr. Perlo: 

In that instance it was something that Council as a matter 
of policy felt they wanted to do for this sane c ate gor y , 
non-union mmicipal employees and with the understanding that if 
the unions wanted it be it blue collar or white collar, the 
burden was on than to negotiate with the Administration through 
the collective bargaining p roce ss and I would probably guess 
that if some of those bargaining units got the tuition they 
probably gave up something vis-a-vis vrork — I don't know what 
but they probably did exactly what you're talking about ea r li er . 
Then from a long-range point of view who then takes the action 
to deal with the considerations of this cate gor y? Is it always 
going to be the case that basically they take the table scraps 
and maybe if it's benevolent enough administration they will or 
will not forward over to us after we make the b u dget ctanges an 
equal and like cost-of-living consideration? 

I am looking at this fran a long-range point of view, not 
short-tenn in terms of the fact that I'm here for a four-year 
term. We have employees who — this is their ca ree r, this is 
their life and this is what they want to do, they do it ^11 and 
it's hard to talk about this because the media, the radio talk 
show folks, it's typical that people dung? on city employees like 
"those public employees” and if a n y bod y doesn't think somebody 
needs consideration, I ask them to go behind that tax counter 
down on the first floor rfrrrHrtg critical t-rmpg of the year, if 
you don't think that's a s tr e ss ful job and a problen with that 
job — and I can use that. There is always the attitude that 
scnehor white collar office workers — sure they are not police 
officers and they don't have that tremendous b ur d en and safety 
issue, they're not firefighters but they also deserve s c * "* 
consideration also. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

Certainly, and I started my caum ' i s that in fairness 
raises yes. Those indivictuals deserve the best that we can get 
and they work hard for their m one y and. respect it and they are 
our front line. We are not giving them table scraps. That is 
ridiculous to talk about to talk about those kinds of things and 
that is fundamentally not true 
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Mr. Ferlo: 


What is the p r ocess by which they ^t anything? 


Mr. Sirabella: 

p i' t ' irpKi s is sinply that in fairness they are treated as 
fairly and as appropriately as the front line individuals. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

The only thing that ever considered Director is possibly a 
cost of living, although it's never clear what it vrould be 
because there's a variation between blue and white collar union 
and the cost of living, not necessarily this time, you trero 
successful on that issue but historically police and fire have 
gotten anywhere from three to six p ercen t cost of living 
increases versus the other part of the bargaining unit. The 
white onii»r group that I'm talking about always got the min i m a l 
2.5 per cent and this year far the aggregate year they are 
getting 1.5 per c ent or 3 per c ent e f fective July l r hut again I 
str ess that this category locking at the person frcxn the 
employment, from the fact ttet they are a long-term career 
employee, this category took wage freez e s on at least two 
occasions in the t hr ee mayors that I've been hero when everybody 
else got some cost of living consideration through the 
collective bargaining. 


Mr. Sirabella: 

I'm not sure about that. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I rem e m be r on two occasions. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

I can recall in 1991 there was a pay freez e all across the 
board. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

That's true, bit I can recall on two occasions in the 
tenure that I've been here where this category took freezes when 
others didn't. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

They were several occasions where everybody else had to 
take freezes also according to the unions, both 1990 and 1991 
and maybe 1992. 
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Mr. Ferlo: 


I don't dispute that. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

You should HtStkj that up if you don't dispute it. The 
ym-+rwn line is that these individuals are management enplcryees 
and we represent them. They are front line and respect what 
they do and they have a Lt anendous tuition piixjiAu which a lot 
of individuals by working far the City have gone to law school/ 
have gotten their Master's degrees and we have spent up to 
$20,000.00 a year in tuition. Now do you dispute that? And if 
you don't dispute that, that is a benefit that others do not 
have. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

It wasn't there. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

It does n 't n att er if it wasn't there. If Council put it 
in, the Mayor and Administration are supporting it with money. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

It would not be there if Council did not intervene. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

That's not true because that's a benefit — 

Mr. Ferlo: 

— you weren't here. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

I wasn't here but I can very clearly tell you that it 
doesn't natter what — it was s up p ort ed and funded by this year, 
and I can show you "x" amount of money by the tax dollars. That 
is a good benefit, it's deserving, it upgrades our individuals 
in that benefit, the others have to bargain for it and they 
don't have it so it's very clear and there are other privileges. 
New if you are in that bargaining unit you understand there's 
risk. You put yourself in that bargaining and if you don't want 
to be in that position then you go and. you take a civil service 
test and you get on a list and you get hired, you choose that as 
a profession. We all knew it. We are here today and in three 
years may not be here. In eighteen years of government 
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ex perience I have been a nan-civil se r vi ce enplqyee. I go 
whene v er the change goes and that's the way it work s . 

(AT TOTS POINT I HAS TCMP na&PTT.Y RELIEVED BT HEE£N L- KR3EEEL) 

(ccmTmmy on nest pks wm no loss of ocntext) 

MAR T ANNE HRU5KA 
STSdTJPE REPORTER 
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(CONTINUATION CF COMMENTS ON BUI. NO. 1608) 
Mr. Gotten: 


Thank you. There has been a great, deal of 
discussion about wages, about pay freezes, about 
allocations, about tuition. What haven't discussed 
yet is what is in the hill, and that is an additional 
week of vacation. I do feel like we are going asked by 
the sponsor to look at this in a vacuum. 

What I would like to know is what exactly is 
the current vacation policy far the City of Pitt s burgh 
for non-union employees and hew that vacation p o li c y 
ccxnpares to other unions, how it compares to the private 
sector, frankly, how it compares to other levels of 
government, too, to be able to really have — make an 
informed decision here, we are being asked by the 
sponsor to approve an additional week's vacation, and 
just to follow-up on what Councilman Rirciardi said, as 
guardians of the taxpayers' money we have to know what 
the cost is and what the other benefits are and not look 
at this in a vacuum, but lock at this with what the 
other inf ormation is out there. 


Ms. Mjllluw : 

we did research before we started negotiations 
on what other cities and what industry has in vacation. 
Actually, what the city non-union wo rk er s and what the 
union workers get is as good if not better than other 
industries. It is two weeks after one year goi n g up to 
five vreeks for 15 years. 


Mr. Cohen: 


Hold on one second. On: policy for non-union 
workers is two weeks after one year. 

Ms. Morrow: 

Three weeks after five years, four *eeks after 
ten years and five weeks after fifteen years. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Now, this bill would p ro po se to raise each of 
those one vreek, so it would be three weeks after one 
year? I guess I should direct this to the sp o n so r. 
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Mr. Berio: 


First of all, Br- Cohen, in response, you said 
I jTiriir^ort that somehow I pr e sente d this in a vacuum. 

1 thought I spate for 20 minutes to explain the context 
in which I offered this. 

But in any event, there is uni f or mi ty in the 
bill. Vacation time is decided this would extend 
uniformity of the *HrK-t-_iona3 week acro ss whatever 
category of enployee, whatever their particular tenure 
is. Vacation time is controlled, I don't mean 
controlled, but 1 mean the ability to use vacation time 
is dependent upon the respective department director in 
1 -orms of when it happens, ho* it happens. 

Mr. Cohen: 

In terns of this policy right now, it is 
weeks after one year — 


Mr. Ferlo: 

My resolution is uniformity. 

Mr. Cohen: 

— so under this it would be three vreeks after 

one year. 


Have you looted at how that ccmpares to 
other — certainty other unions? We know how it 
ccnpares to AESCMS, I understand that, but other unions, 
to the private sector and other levels of go vern ment? 


Ms. M orr o w : 

The other unions within the city, I think this 
is pr e t t y standard, I don't know off hand, but I think 
this is standard throughout the city. It is pretty 
standard with private industry. I can get from sy labor 
group the research we did on vacations. 


Mr. Cohen: 

If you would provide that to us, I would 
appreciate it. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Excuse me, but nobody has a better vacation 
policy than this in private industry, believe me. And 
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n obod y has all the days off, very fa*. 

Hr. Miranda: 

Many of our constituents who vrark 20 years in 
private iiriustry won't get six *reks of vacation; five 
pi ire the one that Councilman Berio is pr opo s ing. So 
this is really an extremely generous step and oat of 
line with private industry and the University of 
Pitt sbur gh, far that matter. 

Mr. Berio: 

But you gave it to white collar unions. 


Mr. Miranda: 

We gave it in the context of having than give 
sarething up. 

There are really three issues. Councilman 
Cusick and Ricciardi brought up the issue of cost. 

First there is the cost of an additional week of 
vacation, which is tough to estimate, because in seme 
instances you need people to act in the positi on s, you 
just do, and in other instances, you don't. So there is 
that cost. 

We have passed ar o u nd a little analysis done 
fran one of our staffers, which is probably the imximin 
cost scenario, which is about half a million dollars to 
your constituents. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

That is corpletely fraudulent. 


The Chair: 


Councilcan Cohen has the floor. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Actually if you could walk through that and 
tell us at least what your analysis is, I kno* 

Councilman Ferlo disagrees with it. 

Mr. Miranda: 

First, I agree with Councilman Ferlo beforehand 
that these are tough things to estimate, because it is 
case-by-case basis under which the budget office will 
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rijfljujuia acting pay for people. And in most instances 
wouldn't do it, but there is an issue of fairness there, 
as well, that sonebody is doing another person's job and 
might take on longer hours, more nanaganent su pe rvi sory 
time put in, et cetera. So that is tough to estimate. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

By the way, can I int erje c t an that acting pay 
stuff? That is very, v er y generous. It is a p roce ss , a 
procedure, tradition, that we do in the city. But idien 
somebody is on vacation and so mebod y takes their vrark, 
to give than acting pay is very, very gen e ro u s. Not 
many people do that. You just do the work becaus e when 
you are off, somebody is going to do it far you, or it 
just sits there undone until you came back. 


Mr. Miranda: 

So again, we axe looking, under the maximum 
scenario, we took 687 full time siployees, we estimated 
the average weekly wage far those at six h undr e d 
forty-three dollars and sore change, then the wage cost 
of an additional week of vacation at such was mil tipi ied 
out and it came up to 442,000, we added the city's FICA 
cost and we came up with 475,000 there. 

w Shs cost to your constituents is essentially 
the lost productivity of our work fo rce by same of these 
employees not having s upervis ors at given points 
throughout the year. Vacations are all limped during 
the summer, and so it is not as if we can generously 
spread this out throughout the year; I know fran 
experience that it just does not work that way. 

So are estimating the maxansn cost, not 
including the cost of productivity loss, et cetera, to 
be about $475,000.00. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Cohen, you still have the floor. 


Mr. Cohen: 


That is sane of the information I wanted; 
information, obviously, that need I think to nake an 
informed decision here. 

I think it will be very easy to vote for this 
and to make 687 anplayees and their families happy, but 
we have a different task here, I think a greater task. 
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and that is to try, as guardians of the taxpayers' _ 
money, to sake informed policy decisions that are in the 
best interest of the city, and that is saee of the 

at least that I needed in order to make that 
■in f *' ” ™ 1 ** policy decision. 

Tt v4nc^ i»ifagri fcyt Helen L. Rriebel 

Relieving Stenotype R ep o r t er 
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(cant'd) 
Hr. Cohen: 


And that's sa ne of the infannatian that I needed at least 
to be abi«a xo make that informed policy decision. 

I have to t-j*i i you that I an bothered by an indirect 
injection of ourselves to collective bargaining here and I am 
not saying that it 'was purposeful but I think that indirectly 
will be a result of this and that is that no matter what we do 
here it's going to have a ripple effect an all the other 
collective bargaining negotiations that are going on right nw 
anrf i don't think that's our proper role but given that this 
legislation has been put on the table I think w ought to review 
it with the information that you have given us and make the wise 
decision. 


Mr. Berio: 

With all due r espect to Dr. Miranda, I think he's e ng a g i n g 
in a little bit of voodoo arithmetic here in terms of this 
sBnarandun. We have the obligation to pay 90 percent of the 
costs that are on the p ap er whether they get the v acat i on week 
or not. That is part of the o p erat ing budget we have to pay out 
their issue but the issue is whether or not they are going to be 
working that week, not that we do or do not have the financial 
burden. We have the financial costs and the burden irrespective 
of the issue of the one week's vacation. I do conc ed e and I 
stated earlier that there will be opportunity costs lost and 
there may be a few instances and I think it's only a few that 
will be some issue of people filling in far other people hit 
basically the Adninistration for at least a year has had a "no 
overtime" policy so I don't think it's fair this manarandum and 
that was my earlier nc nra p nt when I said it's like when the 
Pentagon canes to Congress to talk about their, all of a su d d en 
n u mber s get obscured and meaningless bat the other thing is I 
would venture to guess and we kept harping ear li er about the 
tuition benefits, myself included. I would venture to guess that 
a very large p ercentage of the 650 that are in the non-union 
municipal category I've spoken about in fact do not get the 
benefit of the tuition and do not receive the tuition benefit 
because I know if you look throughout the city, it's really 
very much a di scr e t ionary thing on the part of the respective 
department director and I vrould just like to ask Director Parees 
who's here, how nary people actually get the tuition benefit? 

Do you have a rough idea? 

Ms. Parees: 

I don't have a figure for you right now. 
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Mr. Ferlo: 


I was taking a guess. I was guessing that 80 percent of 
the work far ce that makes up the 687 in the non-union mminipal 
that I'm talking about in fact don't actually receive the 
tnitinn toipfit . We kept using these lofty phrases like they 
get the tuition benefit. But I think in fact a very large 
j_fc » j T gnta ge of those siplqyees do not get the tuition benefit. 

Mr. Sirabella; 

You're saying don't receive it or don't take it? 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Don't use it, don't receive it, can't necessarily get it. 
Mr. Sirabella: 

Can't get it? I think it's available to everyone. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I know a director that went to law school with it but 
didn't necessarily extend that tuition benefit to workers in 
Public Safety and I would like to knew. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

If there is a pnT officer today that wants to go to law 
school and they can fit it into their schedule — 

Mr. Ferlo: 

— that's outside the bargaining. I'm talking about of 
this categor y of the 687 that I am trying to give consideration 
to in t er m s of the week's vacation, how mazy of that 687 have 
been or actually are entitled to or have actually received 
tuition benefits? 


Mr. Sirabella: 

I think we can find that out but I think it's a question 
you should all understand. This is available far than within 
the scope of the criteria and the criteria is a very good one. 
It's a liberal one and it's a good program and the intent of the 
program is to enhance those individuals. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I am not disputing that. I'm only making the point. If re 
voted on this one vreek it's uniformity, the people within the 
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687 category would get it, period. The tuiti on benefit is a 
benefit but it is not like it's a dollar figure that actually 
accrues to ***** one of those enployees. It's something that 
they would be interested in, it's sanething that they'd want to 
advance themselves, they have to get approval by the Director, 
it has to be a prrtirniar type of class, etc. It's wt li ke a 
invi frrrmpH art^iai accrued economic benefit that is unifonnly 
given. 

Mr. Sixabella: 

Any one of those individuals can get a dr-ajk in 
gavernnent, in political science, can get a Master's Degree 


Mr. Ferlo: 

— and that is district from tuition benefits. A vote far 
this actually gives something specific, it's a uniform specific 
benefit across the board. 


Mr. Sixabella: 

One thing — just one more cc uuen t — 

Mr. Ferlo: 

— Dr. Miranda, what was your increase in pay from your 
previous salary last year? Wtet was your salary when you first 
started? 


Mr. Miranda: 

It's been the same since I first started. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

You didn't increase your salary in this budget. 

Mr. Miranda: 

No. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

So you were somehow getting something that wasn't budgeted 
originally. 

Mr. Miranda: 

My salary has stayed the sane since the first day I came 

here. 
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Mr. Ferlo: 

What is that? 

Mr. Miranda: 

Pardon me? 

Mr. Ferlo: 

What is your salary? 

Mr. Miranda: 

You'd have to look in the budget,. I f orgo t what that salary 
is. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

— I object to that because Dr. Miranda came to us and took 
a $30,000.00 pay cut to work for this govensnent. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

As far as I'm conce rn ed if he's a great guy pay him 
$100,000.00. I'm only making the point that there were 
significant salary changes in upper echelon not only in Finance 
and Budget and the Mayor 's Office and elsewhere. You did it in 
a slick way by changing job titles under ij-yjrg^m^srt-ion and all 
that other stuff. 

Mr. Miranda: 

No direc t or has in cre ased their salary. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I don't mean directors, I'm about higher level 

managanent p e rsonnel. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

I don't r e m a nb e x the slick but I do interviewing 

Dr. Miranda. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

My only point is — let's not get on our high horse here, 
let's try to keep the debate — 
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Mr. Sirabella: 

— you're on a high horse. I'm not: on a high horse. You 
brought up his salary. Khat the hell does his salary have to do 
what we're talking about? 


Mr. Ferlo: 


I'm making the point that there was inequity in 
consideration in upper level positions, period. 

Mr. Sirabella: 

That's not true. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

It is true. 


The Chair: 

I thought Mr. Miranda was a staff p e r s on and now he's upper 
level managanent. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

Mow he has a title. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MRR Y ANNE HRUSKA 

STENCTTYPE REPORTER 
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(BEGINNING - HR. COHEN'S COMMENTS CN BITI* ID- 1592, WnBESDHT, 
2/22/95) 


Mr. Cohen: 

Let me say that we have Katiy Kraus here, we have 
Lieutenant Steve Starcich from the Tra ff i c Division and vre do 
have the Chief of Police here. 

Mr. Chairman, I had a chance to look at sane of the case 
law on this and it is clearly legal, a fixed check point. The 
United States Suprane Court held it to be so in 1979 but 
actually it's Pennsylvania that has had a number of cases 
recently. The Pennsylvania Suprane Court ruled on it in 1987 
and then the most r ecent is the Superior Court in 1988 but what 
mwc out of that at least firm ny research is that sobriety 
checkpoints are p ro v id ed they are c o ntr olled and I guess 

what I would like to do — I don't know if this gets to what 
you're asking but to ask you whether the c ontr ols that have been 
lain down by the c ourt s are going to be a bided by the police 
farce and I assume that they are but the ones that I was able to 
find is that it has to be a fixed checkpoint knewn to be 
travelled by drunk dr ivers by statistical evidence and that 
seems to get to the point that you were raking Lieutenant. You 
wouldn't just randomly choose a p l ac e, you would choose one 
based on the fact that there have been drunk driving i nc i d e n ts 
there in the past; is that tight? 

Lt. Starcich: 

That's c or rec t . 


Mr. Cohen: 


Second, that it be a momentary stop. That their vehicles 
are not to be searched. That this is a sobriety stop. This is 
a drunk driving stop, it is not to search the vehicle unless you 
see so mething there that would give you probable cause for other 
violation; is that right? You would not be asking the driver to 
get out and search the vehicle unless the d r i ver was intoxicated 
or signs of intoxication or you had evidence of seme other crime 
there. 

Lt. Starcich: 

That's co r rec t . 

Mr. Cohen: 

That only drivers who had signs of intoxication would be 
asked to be pulled over to the berm and take a preliminary 
breath test. Every driver vrould not be asked to do this. The 
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drivers would be asked to be pulled over and the officer would 
check to see if there any signs of intoxication and only then 
would the dr i v er be asked to pull over to the b emn and take a 
breath test. 

Lt- Starcich: 

The initial stops would be less than one minute. In fact, 
they encourage a 30—second stop for a very frri <* f observation and 
contact with a pe rson just to assure us that they are not 
shewing visible signs of being intoxicated. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Obviously this would not be done in a di -sg i' i miTi B t rHy man n oi 
either racially, gend er or ary other way that this would not be 
done. 


Lt. Starcich: 

That's correct, it must be a systematic procedure. 


Mr. Cohen: 

If those co ntro ls are placed on it then I can support this 
bill. Just as Councilman Berio was saying is that drunk driving 
is not a legal offense, it's a deadly offense. In ny view at 
least the inco nven ience of being subjected to a checkpoint of 
one minute or less is far outweighed by the need to protect our 
citizens £ j.\J h drunk driving. And if you can assure us here at 
the table that those controls would be in place that have been 
laid down by the Pennsylvania Courts, then I have no problem 
s upport ing this. 

MY wife's job in the BA's Office is to prosecu te drunk 
driving so I have some sense of how dangerous it can be because 
many of these cases result in obviously injury or death to 
innocent citizens so in ny view this is a gnai i prjrw* -to pa y to 
be able to protect citizens fron drunk driving. 

(END OF OTMENI5) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE H K U 5 KA 
STENCTTYFE REPORTER 
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ONE-HUNDRED 
TWENTY-EIGHTH COUNCIL 

JIM FF,R¥ -A- - P nwidwi f 

LINDA M. JOHNSON-WASLER—.City Clerk 
KURT J. SALAC-. Asst City Clerk 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, March 7,1995 

PRESENT: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

The Chair: 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council's Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 

We are very pleased this morning 
to have a young student, Katie Rouse; she 
goes to the John Morrow Elementary 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr.Riedardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


School; she is in Councilman Dan 
Onorato’s Council District, and her mom 
is here, Ginny Rouse, and Katie is going to 
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Katie. 

Katie Rouse: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America a ^H to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you, Katie, 
very much. I appreciate you coming down 
with your mom. Our City Clerk wants to 
give you our City Flag and the flag of our 
nation. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

Members of Council, we have a 
number of proclamations this morning. At 
this time I would like to call on 
Councilman Dan Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I have 
two just to be read into the record, please. 

As a practice let’s try to 
accommodate the guests that are here first 
as opposed to the read into the records. 







MR. COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1689 WHEREAS, the Jewish 
National Fund owns or manages 92% of 
the land in the State of Israel; has planted 
over 210 million trees, built roads, parks 
and recreation areas; hag turned 

WHEREAS, the Tri-State Region 
Jewish National Fund will honor 
prominent community leader Robert I. 
Giimcher at its 52nd Annual Dinner Dance 
on Saturday evening, March 11, 1995; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Robert I. Giimcher, a 
native of Columbus, Ohio, moved to 
Pittsburgh in 1984 to establish his own 
development company and in a relatively 
short time, has developed and ar-rp^ied 
over 5 million square feet of shopping 
center space spreading throughout the 
United States; and, 

WHEREAS, Robert I. Giimcher, 
President of the Giimcher Group, has 
served the Jewish community in many 
leadership capacities, including serving as 
board member of the United Jewish 
Federation; the Riverview Center for 
Jewish Seniors; United Jewish Appeal 
National Young Leadership Cabinet; and 
was named Yeshiva’s 1990 Man of the 
Year, and, 

WHEREAS, Robert I. Giimcher 
has served several of our City’s secular 
non-profit organizations including board 
member of the Friends of the Zoo and 
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre; member of the 
Maestro Circle of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Society; and member of the 
Alexis de Tocqueville Society of the 
United Way. 


archaeological sites into important tourist 

areas; has built dams and reservoirs to 
increase Israel’s water supply; has 
developed land for housing, industry and 
fa nning and is a major employer of new 
immigrants in the country; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends and congratulates 
the Jewish National Fund for over 52 years 
of service to the State of Israel; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
commends and thanks Robert I. Giimcher 
for his exemplary leadership of the Jewish 
community and the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MS- McDONALD seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

MR- COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1690 WHEREAS, the 
Pittsburgh Opera, Inc., is an independent 
non-profit civic organization which 
performs free concerts and fully-staged 
operas in various locations around the 
City; and, 

WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Opera, 
Inc., is in a collaborative program with 
Rogers School for the Creative and 
Performing Arts, a Pittsburgh Public 
Magnet School, which provides an 
opportunity for students and their parents 
to come to the Benedum Center for dress 
rehearsals and other special performances 
at no charge; and. 





WHEREAS, special student and 
senior discounts are available for all 
Benedum Center opera production; and, 

WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Opera, 
Inc., has been incorporated in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania since 
1940 and has been granted exemption 
from federal income tax under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh Opera, 
Inc., desires to operate certain small games 
of chance and/or conduct raffles to 
generate funds to finance its operations 
and further its purpose. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the 
Council of the City of Pittsburgh hereby 
declare the Pittsburgh Opera, Inc., to be a 
civic and/or service or ganisati on within 
the meaning of the Pennsylvania Small 
Games of Chance Act, as amended. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1691 WHEREAS, The 
Pittsburgh Job Corps Center Community 
Relations Council will host a Scholarship 
Fund Dinner and Auction on Thursday, 
March 2, 1995 at the Sheraton Hotel at 
Station Square; and, 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburgh Job 
Corps Center will honor the following 


persons for their dedication and service to 
the students of Job Corps in the pursuit of 
furthering their education: Lelia Allen, 
Howard Brown, Attorney Norma 
Caquatto, Gary Darlington, John Gaines, 
Dennis Max Lewis, Representative Joseph 
Preston, Jr., and Freida Shapira; and, 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburgh Jobs 
Corps Center is committed to supporting 
young adults in achieving excellence in 
vocational academic living and social and 
physical skills; and, 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburgh Job 
Corps Centers’ goal is to enable students 
to maximize their potential and become 
productive, respected citizens in our 
society. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates and commends 
The Pittsburgh Job Corps Center for 
efforts to educate and communicate with 
today’s youth. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1692 WHEREAS, the Negro 
Education Emergency Drive, more 
commonly known as NEED, will celebrate 
32 years of scholarship support to youth in 
the Pittsburgh area on Thursday, March 9, 
1995 at the Hilton Hotel; and, 

WHEREAS, NEED has assisted 
many committed students in local high 


schools throughout Pittsburgh to overcome 
various circumstances to achieve their 
goals. “A MIND IS A TERRIBLE 
THING TO WASTE” and thro ugh the 
annual NEED dinne r man y lives are 
enriched and many people gain the 
opportunity to pursue their educational 
goals; and, 

WHEREAS, since its funding in 
1963, NEED has provided 14,000 students 
with awards at a cost of more than $8 
million dollars and in 1994, NEED 
provided grants to 490 students. The 
students attended eight Business, Trade 
and Technical Schools and 88 colleges; 
and, 

WHEREAS, under the leadership 
of Executive Director Herman Reid, 
NEED provides education to give students 
the self esteem that one needs to excel in 
the world today, to have knowledge is to 
have power. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the City of Pittsburgh 
congratulates and commends the Negro 
Education Emergency Drive, NEED, for 
their undying commitment to educate the 
youth of today. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. R1CC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time I would like to have 
Senta Burton come forward, Ruquya 
Thomas, Anthony Saunders, Manuel 
Williams, Dona Sorce, Director of the 


Central North Side Council, Ken Lindsey, 
Director of the Jefferson Rec Center. Is 
there anyone else that I mi st&A here? 
latheresa Clancey also. 

Colleagues, Mr. President, you 
might recognize Senta here. Senta had a 
couple of rounds in my office wo rking and 
helping us. She was also very 
instrumental in the Centennial and Day of 
Caring in Riverview Park on the North 
Side, helping coordinate several hundred 
volunteers, and the North Side definitely 
thanks her for that. But, she has moved on 
to another location on the North Side, the 
Jefferson Rec Center, and providing of 
service that we have been talking about for 
years here, and she represents a good 
example of what we should do across the 
City. 

I am going to read the 
proclamation and I think you will 
understand what is going on. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1693 WHEREAS, 

C.AJLLN.G., Concerned Adults Reaching 
to Improve the Next Generation, is an 
after-school program which provides a 
positive climate for youngsters and a 
number of much needed activities. One of 
the aims of the program is to involve 
children in educational and recreational 
activities, thereby decreasing the 
likelihood of involvement with gangs; and, 

WHEREAS, the first component of 
the program is the after-school 
homework/tutoring clinic. Participants 
bring assigned school work and receive 
assistance. Volunteers instill the 
importance of completing assignments 
efficiently, managing time effectively, and 






seeking help when needed. RJJ. assists 
in this leaning process by providing the 
children with books; and, 

WHEREAS, the second 
component includes a combination of 
lectures and open discussions on topics 
such as drugs, violence, peer pressure, 
family, stress adaptation, culture diversity, 
and communication skills and building 
self-esteem. The facilitators of these 
forums are adult individuals from within 
the community; and, 

WHEREAS, the third component 
of the program is recreational activities 
such as arts and crafts, nature walks, and 
educational field trips. F inally ^ the 
children will plan and implement 
numerous fundraising activities which will 
give them ownership of the events 
planned; and, 

WHEREAS, the CJUU.N.G. 
Program establishes a cooperative effort 
between teachers, students, parents, and 
other involved adults. The program is 
truly a community collaboration. Those 
involved include the Central NS 
Neighborhood Council, the Central NS 
Youth Initiative, Open Doors, CitiParks, 
RJ.F., Northem/SW Communities 
MH/MR, the Allegheny Policy Council 
Youth Employment Program, the Light of 
Life Mission and a number of local area 
schools. Additionally, C.A.R.I.N.G. has 
joined forces with other community 
groups such as “Who’s going to watch me 
now?”. Family Fun Nite, and Camp 
Healthy Start; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Senta Burton, 
Coordinator of the C.A.R.I.N.G. Program, 


and the community org anisati ons, schools, 
residents and participants of the program 
for actually becoming involved to help 
bring about positive change in the City and 
for becoming part of the solution, instead 
of simply living in the problem. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR- COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I just want to thank Senta again 
because she is constantly gi ving to the 
community. It was pretty ironic how I 
found out about this. I was at a 
community meeting about some of the 
problems in Central North Side, and it 
kept on coming up about one of the 
positive aspects that was taking place in 
that community was the Jefferson Center 
and what Senta was doing, and I finally 
heard the last name Burton, realizing that’s 
where Senta has been recently; I didn’t 
realize she was down there, and it was 
great to see that she was still contributing 
to the neighborhood and providing a 
service to a lot of these kids. 

At this time, Senta, if you want to 
say a few words and maybe introduce 
someone here to speak. 

Ms. Burton: 

Hi. C.A.R.I.N.G., Concerned 
Adults Reaching to Improve the Next 
Generation, came about as a result of 
caring adults in the community coming 
together and trying to do things for the 
youth. There are a few people in particular 


that I would like to thank in helping me 
with the process of CAJLI.N.G. One is 
Dona Sorce, the Director of the Central 
North Side Neighborhood Council, who 
has been with me through the entire 
process of this happening. Also, the Open 
Doors staffs the Open Doors Program, who 
offers us technical assistance through the 
process. Ken Lindsey and his staff person 
Debbie, who opened the rec. doors and 
basically let us come in and take over the 
rec. center, with all of our brilliant ideas. 
The Allegheny Policy Council, who 
offered us, when we were low on 
volunteers, offered us and paid for two 
student volunteers to come in and work 
with us, which we still have, which has 
been great A special thanks to all the 
parents and community members, and my 
greatest thanks to Latheresa Clancey, a 
parent, who when I took full-time 
employment came in and took over the 
role as Coordinator for C AJLLN.G. 

At this time I would like the 
children to come up and tell you what they 
think of the C AJLLN.G. Program. 

Tony Saunders: 

Hi. My name is Tony Saunders; 
Fm ten and a half. I like the C AJLLN.G. 
Program because it is a fun place to go 
after school, you get to do your homework 
and you get snacks. It is a place to go to 
get better physical and mental skills. 

The C.A.RJ.N.G. Program is a fun 
place to go. You do activities and there 
are visitors that come in to speak to us 
sometimes. Sometimes we do activities 
with the visitors. 

On behalf of myself I would like to 
say thank you. 


Manuel Williams: 

Hi. My name is Manuel. I am ten 
years old. I like CAJELI.N.G. because we 
go on field trips, we do our homework, we 
have guest speakers that come in and talk 
to us about different things such as 
writing, African History, jewelry making 
and etcetera. 

To me C AJLLN.G. is sharing, 
loving and getting along with one another. 

Ruquya Thomas: 

Hi. My name is Ruquya Thomas, 
and I am 11 years old. What I like about 
the CAJLI.N.G. Program is we do fun 
stuff, like go on field trips, like Oglebay in 
West Virginia and skating parties. We 
also have guest speakers. The guest 
speakers talk to us about different things 
like dancing, African-Americans, Black 
History, poetry, and more. 

The CAJLI.N.G. Program lets us 
leam about exciting fun filled things We 
get to leam and have fun at the same time. 
I like the CAJLLN.G. Program because 
of all the special people, too. I hope that 
they have more programs like this one. 

And, that’s what CAJLLN.G. 
means to me. 

Ms. Clancey: 

Hi. My name is Latheresa 
Clancey, Youth Coordinator for the 
C.A.RJ.N.G. Program. What 

C-AJLI.N.G. means to me is being a 
concerned adult reaching out to the next 
generation, and my purpose in the program 
is to reach out and touch them and show 
them love and teach them what it is to 





have the fundamentals to be productive 
members in society with a sense of pride 
and dignity. And, that’s what 
CA.RJ.N.G. is to me. Thank you. 

Mr. Lindsey: 

As the Director of the Jefferson 
Recreation Center, I want to thank Senta 
and L a t heresa for coming in and salvaging 
a program at one of the sites in which 
there has been a lot of violence and crime 
and they have helped us to make that a 
safe place to go. I hope this is for a long, 
long time to come. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time I would like to bring 
up Reverend Sampson Cooper and Mr. 
Jim Bulls, who used to sit in this 
Chambers from 1977 to 1980, a fellow 
North Side Councilman. Please come 
forward. 

Great to have you here this 
morning. Colleagues: 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1694 WHEREAS, the Allen 
Chapel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church locaied at 1810 Fulton Street will 
be hosting the Allegheny/Scranton District 
Conference Meeting of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church on March 9th 
and March 10th; and, 

WHEREAS, members of the Allen 
Chapel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church attending the Conference include 
Rt Reverend Henry Allen Belin, Jr., 
Presiding Bishop, Reverend Arthur L. 
Maura, Presiding Elder, and the Reverend 
Brenda J. Gregg, Pastor; and. 


WHEREAS, at the Conference 
services such as Youth Ministry, Worship 
Services, Outreach , Bible Study and 
Prayer Meetings will be discussed at 
committee meetings; and, 

WHEREAS, one of the themes of 
the Allen Chapel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church is “Draw Nearer to God, 
Draw Nearer to Each Other”; and, 

WHEREAS, the Conference will 
convene to work toward ways in which to 
strengthen the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh welcomes the delegates of 
the Allegheny/Scranton District 
Conference of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church and wishes the 
Conference much success in obtaining its 
goals. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Reverend, would you like to say a 
few words? 

Rev. Coopen 

Yes, sir. I feel highly honored to 
have been asked to share in this 
momentous occasion in the life of Allen 
Chapel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church located on the North Side of our 
City. The Pastor, the Reverend Brenda J. 


Gregg, is far more beautiful than I am, but 
she asked me to share in this occasion 
because she could not be with you this 
morning. 

We are very grateful for your 
support for this congregation, and the 30 
something churches throughout the district 
come to Pittsburgh to help to Tnafo* a 
change in the life of our City. Where there 
is need for progress and growth and 
strength and working together, we’re able 
to do a great and terrific thing. Allen 
Chapel is a leader in that particular area 
concerned with the vital areas of life, an 
after school, nutrition. Every Sunday 
morning they have a breakfast for the 
youngsters and the after school progr am 
for tutoring and also involved in the health 
field in that area. 

So, we salute City CoundlT We 
thank you on behalf of that congregation 
and invite you to share at any of the 
sessions this week. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Reverend Cooper. 

Mr. Onorato: 

We’re going to ask Mr. Bulls - he 
didn’t want to say anything but it’s been 
15 years since he sat on that side of this 
table, so we’re going to ask you to stand 
on this side and address my colleagues. 
Mr. Bulls. 

Mr. Bulls: 

Thank you. We would like to 
thank you for the proclamation, and I 
would like to extend a heartfelt invitation 


to each Member of Council to attend our 
services. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman, I believe 
you have one to be read into the record, if 
the Clerk has it 

MR ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1695 WHEREAS, Jerome 
Henry Charles Schwartz, known by those 
who love him as Jerry, was bom on march 
9m, 1932 in the Spring Garden 

Neighborhood on Pittsburgh’s North Side; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Jerry grew up with h 
is parents, Louis Anthony Schwartz and 
Mary Alvina Fichter, and his seven 
brothers and eight sisters; and, 

WHEREAS, Jerry graduated from 
Perry High School in 1949 and spent two 
years in the United States Army from 195- 
1952; and, 

WHEREAS, on July 2, 1955, Jerry 
married Mary D’Prima at St Peter Church 
and they will have been married forty 
years in July; and, 

WHEREAS, Jerry and Mary are 
the proud parents of Jerome, Jr., Joanne, 
and James; and, 

WHEREAS, Jeny and Mary are 
also the proud grandparents of Christine 
and Kevin Hoffman, and J ennife r and 
Leanne Schwartz; and, 

WHEREAS, Jerry has been the 
maintenance man at St. Cyril of 
Alexandria School for the past 36 years. 




from 1959 - 1995. Additionally, he 
coached softball team* in the Brighton 
Heights area for 17 years. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh, commends Mr. Jeny 
Schwartz on his 36 dedicated years of 
service to St Cyril of Alexandria parish 
and to the Brighton Heights community. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

I would like Reverend John Golden 
and other representatives from the 
Pittsburgh Community Services Agency to 
come forward. 

Members of Council, 
unfortunately, this is probably going to be 
the first of many resolutions like this that 
are going to come to this Council 
Chambers in the next few weeks, if not a 
couple months. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1696 WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 
Community Services has been the 
recipient of Community Services Block 
Giant (CSBG) funding for over 12 years; 
and, 

WHEREAS, through the auspices 
of Pittsburgh Community Services, over 
j 5,000 city residents are served annually 
through CSBG monies; and. 


WHEREAS, twenty neighborhood 
services providers are part of the network 
through which a safety net of services arc 
provided to Pittsburgh’s elderly and 
indigent population; and, 

WHEREAS, Congress plans to 
rescind current appropriations and totally 
eliminate CSBG funding which would 
jeopardize service to those Pittsburghers 
most in need of assistance; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh calls upon Senators Specter 
and Santorum, Congressman Coyne a nd 
all other western Pennsylvania 

congresspersons to vote to preserve and 
expand the CSBG funding base. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 

resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the morion. 
Which morion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. As I stated, 
unfortunately, this will probably be the 
first of any number of different cutbacks, 
whether it be in the human service arena. 
Veteran’s benefits; I mean the whole 
laundry list that will develop as the budget 
debate unfolds and even at the State level 
with the proposal possibly by the Ridge 
Ad minis tration to eliminate the 
Department of the Community Affairs 
Agency and all the work that they do, 
obviously is devastating, it 
disproportionately affects every urban 
areas, certainly the City of Pittsburgh, it 
disproportionately affects residents in our 
respective Council districts. 


This is a very cost effective agency 
that for a long — more than a decade has 
provided and has established a proven 
track record of cost effective service, 
everything from the Home Security 
Program to the food pantries and a whole 
host of other activities that need to be 
carried out Obviously it is devastating, 
and I thought it was important to begin the 
process of having local government speak 
out on this issue as well as others that will 
come before us. 

And, at this time 1 would like to 
introduce John Golden, the Director of the 
Community Services. John. 

Rev. Golden: 

Right, you have seen me a number 
of tunes, both individually and before the 
whole Council, coming to you about the 
Community Development Block Grant 
Well, whenever we send you our 
information or I come to testify, we always 
talk about the other major source of 
funding which is the Community Services 
Block Grant That is the original anti- 
poverty money, going back to 30 years and 
the inception of the Community Action 
Movement, and indeed that is our core 
budget 

My two key pro gram staff are with 
me this morning, that’s their salary and 
their benefits, and they are the ones who 
oversee and provide technical assistance to 
20 agencies with the Community Services 
Block Grant monies and at least until this 
year, another 20 with the CDBG monies. 

Well, you can image if that block 
grant is eliminated, it is not just a matter of 
our own existence as an agency, which I 
think is very critical for this City, it means. 


again, that the least of those among us are 
going to suffer even more. And, so we are 
really asking that you support efforts to 
maintain the Community Services Block 
Grant It may not remain intact There’s 
talk about mer ging with perhaps the 
Emergency Energy Block Grant, what’s is 
called LIHEAP, because that also is being 
up for recension and elimination. That is 
emergency money for persons who have 
utilities shut off and so forth. 

I mean these are incredibly far 
reaching cuts that are being talked about 
So, I think that is fairly self-evident, and 
we are asking that local government, 
which is also going to suffer, go on record 
with our Congressional delegation to 
maintain and even expand some block 
grant, like the Community Services Block 
Grant and/or the Emergency Energy Block 
Grant What it would mean, for example, 
would be that another three quarters of a 
million dollars, the CSBG allocation to the 
City of Pittsburgh, would be gone and 
whatever monies that money leverages, 
would be gone. There are businesses that 
use our agency, a whole list of vendors 
would be affected by this. 

So, I think you got to think about 
the total impact It is not just a matter of a 
self-serving or something about an agency, 
it is talking about the persons affected, the 
other non-profits affected, the business 
community that would be affected, and 
that is across the whole nation, that is not 
just the City of Pittsburgh. 

The second thing is, and it is not 
part of the resolution, per se, but as 
President Ferlo indicated, the most recent 
blow to us in the community action world 
is that the Department of Community 
Affairs is going to be dismantled and its 




various functions parceled out to other 
departments of State Government Well, 
you can see the implication, if now our 
focus through the block giant is diffused 
or a bigger block grant, assuming there is a 
block giant, and if the agency in our State 
that would have received those monies, 
with a long history of support and 
sensitivity is disbanded, dismantled and 
functions parceled out, it is going to make 
it even more difficult to keep the focus for 
the poor, and anybody’s attention, quite 
frankly, much more difficult 

So, we ask your help as well in. at 
least maintaining the integrity of the 
pro gr am s that have been part of the 
Bureau of Human Resources, that is the 
Bureau in the Department of Community 
Affairs that has been administering these 
CSBG monies, that at least that when it is 
dismantled, assuming it is going to be 
dismantled, is kept with some integrity in 
terms of program and intention and 
sensitivity. 

So, I thank you again personally, 
as I have done in other ways, for the help 
you have given us and I mean that from 
the bonom of my heart, and I ask for your 
help again, it probably won’t be the last 
time that I will be asking for it So, I 
thank you. And, my staff may want to say 
something, I don’t know. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Cohen. I think 
Reverend Golden had his bases covered. 
Counc ilman Cohen has a comment Mr. 
Golden, why don’t you hold on a second. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you Reverend, don’t leave 
yet 

I JUSt wanted to thank Co uncilman 
Ferlo for bringing up this resolution anH 
Reverend Golden and his staff for being 
here today. I am glad that Councilman 
Ferlo has kicked off what I think- will be a 
series of resolutions, some of which I plan 
to introduce, and that is resolutions that 
really combat what is ha p p ening in 
Washington right now, and whether it is 
co mmunit y services or the school lunch 
program, actually taking food away from 
poor children, or its die lunch program for 
our elderly, or it is the summer jobs, and 
we are going to talk about that soon, the 
City is supposed to lose 900 s umme r jobs, 
Cancer research. It is unbelievable, they 
are taking money away from the national 
institutes of health for Cancer research. It 
is almost as if there is an attack on the 
very idea that government can improve 
peoples’ lives. 

And, I am glaH that you have 
kicked this of£ Mr. President, because we 
have to take a stand, we have to speak out 
against it every possible way that we can. 
It is almost like they are reversed Robin 
Hoods up there, they are literally taking 
money away from the poor and trying to 
give it to the rich, and it s tinky and I am 
glad you started this off. 

The Chain 

I also think part of today is just to 
begin to sound die alarm. I think, 
unfortunately, I mean we have already 
seen a coalition move swiftly around the 
issue of the air base closing outside the 
City, and we can get into a whole lengthy 



debate about that, in terms of the military 
budget and priorities. But, 1 do think that 
there needs to be an equal sense of 
urgency, s imilar to what the 
Commissioners and others acted. 
Councilman O’Connor offered a resolution 
on that issue a week ago. But, when you 
begin to analyze all the different groups 
that are affected, I mean CSBG almost 
seems minute compared to some of the 
devastating effects, whether it be 
Veteran’s affairs, the Medicaid budget, I 
mean the list is too long to talk about at 
this meeting. 

I must admit, personally I was a 
little bit devastated that our Mayor showed 
up at the breakfast meeting for Senator 
Specter the other m ornin g I could not 
believe it, because I think, unfortunately, it 
lends some credibility to his stature as a 
candidate, not only for President, but it 
begins to legitimize some of the cutbacks 
that the Senator is spearheading, along 
with his party, epitomized by the likes of 
Mr. Santorum and others, Mr. Gingrich in 
the House, and I was very 
concerned about that, because it is creating 
a climate of acceptance, that kind of a 
blase attitude, about what is going on. 1 
am sure he maybe bad some reasons, but I 
was disappointed it was used as a political 
pond to host a breakfast, at the same time 
that party is talking about eliminatin g 
breakfast for young children so most in 
need in our City. 

Having said that, I use that as an 
illustration, the fact that we better get off 
the dime and start issuing a clarion call in 
the City about wbat the devastating impact 
of these cuts are going to be, and they are 
widespread, they affect everything from 
the rights of middle class consumers to a 
whole broad range of issues affecting 


those who have the least in our 
communities. 

So, again, thank you. Mr. Cohen. 
Mr. Cohen: 

Real quick, Mr. Ferlo, if I may. 
This morning we learned in the paper that 
the Republican majority in the House 
wants to take money away from disabled 
children, to take — I forget the exact 
number — but, millions of dollars, 
certainly, hundreds of millions of dollars, 
in fact, away from the program for 
disabled children. Think about that I 
mean what could gov ernme nt do that is 
more important than that, to help people 
who are in need, and they are taking 
money away from it 

The Chain 

Well, I am sure we will have a lot 
more debate and discussion on this point 
Thank you, Mr. Cohen. Thank you all. 

Rev. Golden: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

I believe we have one to be read 
into the record on behalf of all of our 
colleagues, from Counc ilman O’Connor. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1697 WHEREAS, the New 
Leadership Division of State of Israel 
Bonds will present its “Partners with Israel 
Award” to Stacy and Dan Cohen in 
recognition of their demonstrated 
extraordinary dedication and commitment 





to the Jewish people and the State of 
Israel; and, 

WHEREAS, Dan, in addition to his 
extensive responsibilities as Coun cilman 
for Pittsburgh’s 8th Council District, has 
made significant contributions to the 
community by serving on the Community 
Relations Committee of the United Jewish 
Federation and the boards of United Way, 
Greater Pittsburgh Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, and Alpha Drug 
Rehabilitation Center; and, 

WHEREAS, Stacy, an Assistant 
District Attorney in Allegheny County, 
serves the local and Jewish communities 
by supporting the endeavors of the 
National Council of Jewish Women, 
Hadassah, and the Squirrel Hill Urban 
Coalition; she is also a contributing writer 
for Pittsburgh Style Magazine; and, 

WHEREAS, Stacy and Dan met on 
a mission to Israel in 1991, were joined in 
holy matrimony in December 1992, and 
are the proud parents of a son, Andrew. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate 
Stacy and Dan Cohen for receiving the 
prestigious “Partners with Israel Award” 
and for their tireless efforts on behalf of 
both the Jewish community and City of 
Pittsburgh; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Tuesday, March 7, 
1995 as Stacy and Dan Cohen Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh. 


O’CONNOR, JOE CUSICK, JIM 
FERLO, ALAN HERTZBERG, 

valerie McDonald, dan 
ONORATO AND GENE RICCIARDI 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

I think all of us were very pleased; 
it is a great honor to you and your wife, 
and congratulate you and congratulate the 
organizations involved, and we will be at 
the dinner. Any other comments about 
this? We get to pick on Dan Cohen a little 
bit today. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, is that going to be a 
Roast or an awards dinner? 

The Chair: 

Well, we will try to set the table 
and make it a Roast 

Mr. Cohen: 

They’re turning up the heat 
already. 

The Chain 

Moving to Presentation of Papers, 
Councilman Cohen, Committee on Public 
Safety Services. 


SPONSORED 

COUNCILMEMBERS 


BY 

BOB 



Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President 
The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 169S Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with a 
psychologist or psychologists for 
professional services for 1995. Total cost 
not to exceed $60,000.00, chargeable to 
and payable from Code Account 1401, 
Miscellaneous Services, Bureau of 
Administration, Department of Public 
Safety. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be bn the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1699 Resolution providing for 
the tolling of the deadline for reviewing 
the rate filing of TCI of Pennsylvania, Inc., 
for increases in rates for installation and 
equipment and extending the deadline to 
June 23, 1995 — (SPONSORED BY MR. 
COHEN) 


No. 1700 Resolution denying the 
increase in the rate for Basic Service 
proposed in the Form 1210 filed by TCI of 
Pennsylvania, Inc., on February 23, 
1995..—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
COHEN) 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement 

The Chain 

Mr. Cohen, I thought you would 
like to know, our City wide cable was off 
the air two minutes before we started the 
meeting. I don’t know if they were 
anticipating your introduction today of the 
resolutions, but that’s why I delayed the 
meeting by 15 minutes to get the line back 
on. So, we’re back in business. 

Councilman Cusick, Committee on 
Engineering and Construction. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1701 Resolution authorizing 
the Mayor and the Director of Parks and 
Recreation to nam e the wiffle ball court 
located in a section of Moor Playground in 
the 19th Ward to DAVID M. KADAIR 
MEMORIAL WIFFLE BALL COURT.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. CUSICK) 


Also, 





Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Paries, Recreation and 
Youth Policy. 

Also, 

No. 1702 Resolution amending 
Resolution #973, effective January 1, 
1995, entitled, “Adopting and Approving 
the 1995 Capital Budget and the 1995 
Community Development Block Giant 
Program; and approving the 1995 through 
2000 Capital Improvement Program,” by 
amending the title of EC 95-505 “City- 
County Building Renovations” to read 
“Trust Fund T ransfer ” 

Also, 

No. 1703 Resolution further 
amending Resolution #586, effective June 
18,1991, as amended by Resolution #807, 
effective June 28, 1993, entitled, 

“Providing for a Contract or Contracts, or 
use of existing Contracts, and/or an 
Agreement or Agreements or use of 
existing Agreements, for Renovations 
within the City-County Building, 
including electrical service and 
switchgear,” by increasing the total project 
allocation by $200,000.00 from 
$750,000.00 to $950,000.00, chargeable to 
and payable from the City-County 
Building Trust Fund. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 1704 Resolution authorizing 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of 
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh, in the 
amount of Ten Thousand Dollars 


($10,000.00), for the purpose of 
establishing an Imprest Fund for the 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1705 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with 
NeighborFair Pittsburgh, Inc., for the 
purpose of providing professional services 
for the 1995 Community Enrichment 
Program for the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. The total cost shall not exceed 
$70,000.00, and shall be chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account SPP, Special 
Parks Programs Trust Fund, in the 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Also, 

No. 1706 Resolution provi ding for 
the letting of a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for the 
purchase of Emergency Escape Breathing 
Apparatus for the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, payable from Code Account 
SPMTF, Swimming Pool Maintenance 
Trust Fund, Department of Parks and 
Recreation. Cost not to exceed 
$ 22 , 000 . 00 . 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks, Recreation and 
Youth Policy. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1707 Resolution autho rising 
and directing the Mayor to appoint 
Members of Council to participate in the 
negotiations relating to the sale of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball Club in order 



to insure that the interests of the people of 
the City of Pittsburgh are represented and 
to assist the parties directly involved in the 
negotiations to come to an agreement 
which serves the best interests of all 
concerned-—{SPONSORED BY MR. 
O’CONNOR) 

Which was read and referred to the 


MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1708 Resolution authnriTing 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of 
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh, in die 
amount of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000.00), for the purpose of 
establishing an Imprest Fund for the 
Mayor’s Office. 

Also, 

No. 1709 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreeme nts with 
subdivision engineering fiim(s) to provide 
subdivision services for die City of 
Pittsburgh for property located in the 19th 
Ward, Council District 4, part of 5, Parcel 
34-P-l and Parcel 61-C-24, at a costnot to 
exceed $5,000.00. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICC1ARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1710 Resolution providing for 
a Contract or Contracts, or the use of 
existing Contracts for flexible beam 
gmderails at various locations within the 
City of Pittsburgh, at a cost not to exceed 
Forty Thousand ($40,000.00) Dollars, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 


Account 3-01-30-0020-95, Flexible Beams 
Guiderails. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1711 Resolution renewing 
Resolution No. 774, approved by City 
Council and effective on June 17, 1993 
and Resolution No. 342, approved by City 
Council and effective on May 20, 1994, 
authorizing Arch Court, Inc., to construct a 
four-story structure located at 1310 Arch 
Street with 39 units of housing for the 
elderly and one unit for a resident 
m a nag er, with parking to accommodate 
four automobiles, on property zoned M R4” 
Multiple-Family Residence District, 

Ward. (COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 6)— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and 
Use. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. RICOARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1712 An Ordinance 
supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, title 
One-Administrative, Article VII 
Procedures, Chapter 161 - Contracts, by 
adding Section 161.29 - Payment of City 






Council Grants.—(SPONSORED 
MR.FERLO) 


BY 


Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 


No. 1713 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with various 


community organizations for 
operational/administrative expenses, 
maintenance, purchase of equipment; 
and/or minor rehabilitating of 
neighborhood facilities for the benefit of 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh, at a 
cost not to exceed $123,750.00, chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account 1103 


(110304), Miscellaneous Services, 
Department of City Planning. 


Which was read and referred to die 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use. 


Also, 


No. 1714 Resolution vacating 
Mary Street between South 26th and South 
27th Streets, 16th Ward, 3rd Council 
District—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
FERLO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

Also, 


No. 1715 Communication from 
Tom Flaherty, City Controller, submitting 
the Performance Audit for the Swimming 
Pool Division, Department of Parks and 
Recreation, dated March, 1995. 

Also, 


No. 1716 Communication from 
Linda M. Johnson-Wasler, City Clerk, 
submitting the Fourth Quarter travel 
reports for 1994 from various City 
departments. 

Which were read. 

The Chain 

We need a motion to receive and 
file on the last two bills. 

Mr. Cohen: 

So moved. 

RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The Chain 

Moving to Unfinished Business. 
Any Reports of Special Committees? 

The Chair has appointments. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1639 Resolution re-appointing 
William T. Simmons, Esquire, 657 



Paulson Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
15206, as a Member of the City of 
Pittsburgh’s Magistrate’s Court Term 
expires January 31,1999. 

Which was read. 

Also, 

No. 1640 Resolution re-appointing 
Irene McLaughlin, 4307 Stanton Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15201, as a 
Member of the City of Pittsburgh’s 
Magistrate’s Court Term expires January 
31, 1999. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading of the 
appointments, what is the pleasure? We 
have interviewed both of them. 
Councilman Cusick. 


Mr. Cusick: 

I thought it was very clear at the 
Wednesday meeting that we were asking 
for an explanation of why that designation 
hasn’t been given to her. 

The Chain 

That is on a need to know basis, 
and we don’t need to know, I guess. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I think we do need to know. 

The Chain 

Well, in relation to appointment*^ I 
will suggest we move on them, but we will 
do another follow-up letter to the 
Administration on this issue. 

Mr. Cusick: 


Mr. Cusick: 

1 would like to ask if we had 
received from the Administration any 
information in regards to Magistrate 
McLaughlin and her status as a magistrate 
and, if why, she hasn’t been appointed as 
the Housing Magistrate, designated? Has 
there been any correspondence from the 
Administration in regards to that? 

The Chain 

The letter just says that she has 
been re-appointed. There is no Housing 
Court Magistrate. 


I would appreciate that 
The Chain 


Any other comments? Roll call 
vote on the appointments. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 





Which was read 


And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the re¬ 
appointments were passed finally. 

The Chain 

The magistrates are reconfirmed. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Chain 

Moving to Reports of Committees. 
Committee on Finance apri the Budget 
Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
BUI No. 1717 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Finance and 
Budget for March 1 , 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affir mative recommendation, 
BUI No. 1548 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
transferring the amount of $75,000 from 
C A 25, Utilities, to CA 1017, 
Miscellaneous Services, Office of the 
Mayor.”—(SPONSORED BY MR 
COHEN) 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legaUy 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1619 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, in 
the amount of One Thousand One 
Hundred Fifty-Six Dollars and Fifty-Three 
Cents ($1,156.53), in payment for utility 
costs for the Sheraden Senior Citizen 
Center, for the benefit of the City without 
previous authority of law ” 

Which was read. 




Also, 

Also, 

Bill No. 1620 

Bill No. 1626 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Noble Manor Lanes, in the 
amount of One Thousand Four Hundred 
Eighty-Eight Dollars and Ninety-Five 
Cents ($1,488.95), in payment for services 
in connection with the bowling program 
for the Pittsburgh Goal Getters, for the 
benefit of the City without previous 
authority of law.” 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Noble Manor Lanes, in the 
amount of One Thousand Four Hundred 
Eighty-Eight Dollars and Ninety-Five 
Cents ($1,488.95), in payment for services 
in connection with the bowling program 
for the Pittsburgh Goal Getters, for the 
benefit of the City without previous 
authority of law.” 

Which was read. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 




Also, 


Bill No. 1718 


Bill No. 1675 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a w ar r an t in 
favor of Sargent Electric Company, in file 
amount of Three Hundred Thousand Three 
Hundred Sixty-One Dollars and Eighteen 
Cents ($300,361.18) for October, 
November, and December 1994 street 
lighting bills.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bm? 

Hearing none, the biU is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bin wiU vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed win vote 
“no”. The Clerk win caU the roU. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bUl passed finall y. 


Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
March 1, 1995, transmitting one resolution 
to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1627 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
vacating a portion of Melbourne Street 
between Beehner Road and Tesla Way in 
the 15th Ward, 5th Council District of the 
City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of file bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 


AYES 8 


NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 1719 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for March 1, 1995, transmitting two 
resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

Bill No. 1547 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the Office of the 
Mayor to initiate and operate the City of 
Pittsburgh Growth Initiative, dedicated to 
attracting jobs and businesses to 
Pittsburgh.”—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
COHEN) 

Which was read. 

Also. 

Bill No. 1623 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution for 
authorization providing for the fifing of an 
application with the US Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission for 
a grant in connection with deferral of 
employment discrimination charges 
(EEOC-706 Project), and providing for the 
deposit of funds into a bank account .” 

Which was read. 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I would 
just like to thank my colleagues for their 
support on the Pittsburgh Growth 
In i ti a ti ve. I would like my comments 
brought forward on that please. And, 
soon after, very soon after this bill passes 
today, I look forward to meeting, first of 
all, with Valerie McDonald, who is the 
head of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion, 
and also Deputy Mayor Cox and his 
assistant Steve Leeper, to your 
comments and put them into action and 
make sure that this Pittsburgh Growth 
Initiative gets off the ground. So, I want 
to thank you. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. I would 
like my comments brought forward on this 
bill, which were far more extensive than 
the one liner attributed to me by Mr. Belko 
in the Eost Gazette in yesterday’s article, 
which is a closing line, and says. I’m 
looking at this with one eye closed.” 
Now, what that is supposed to convey to 
my constituents about my feelings about 
the bill, I have no idea. But, in any event, 
they were extensive comments. I was very 
supportive of the bill. I thinV i 
embellished the bill to the extent of 
making sure the Administration has a 
strategic plan for development given the 
fact that we have given them 500 acres of 





land and 50 milli on dollars. But, I will 
keep the other eye open. 

(REMARKS — SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I would just like to say, I want my 
comments brought forward as well, and I 
commend Councilman Cohen for his 
initiative. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman Cohen. 
Mr. Cohen: 

You made the joke before I did, 
Mr. President. 1 said I was going to rely 
on your opened eye, not your shut eye. 

The Chain 

Very good. The Post Gazette was 
portraying me as a Cyclops. 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well, Mr. President, that might be 
one of the better comments they have 
called you in the last couple of years. 

The Chain 

I've been called worse. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Absolutely. I would like to have 
my comments. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. Any 
other comments? Any other good one 
liners? 

You have heard the reading «nH 
title of the bills, there is no other 
discussion, the bills are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pies’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR O’CONNOR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1720 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for March 1, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1656 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the Director of the 
Department of General Services, in her 
capacity as the Superintendent of the 
Bureau of Cable Co mmunicating to file a 
complaint with the Federal 
Communications Commission challenging 
the reasonableness of the proposed 
increase in the rates of TCI of 
Pennsylvania, Inc., in the FCC Form 1210, 
dated February 22, 1995 and to demand a 
hearing in connection therewith.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President When 
this came up last week at the S tanding 
Committees Meeting, I asked about our 
Citizen’s Cable Advisory Board and 
whether they had had a chance to go over 
this and give us their recommendations on 
it, and we were told that their meeting 
would be held last night, so that they 
would have a chance; in feet the mee ting 
is not till next Monday. And, 1 think- this 
way they will be able to take a look at this 
one, as well as the other bills that you have 
introduced today, Mr. Cohen, if we could 
hold off a little while, I don’t think there is 
any danger of running into a Statute of 
Limitations problem or anything if we 
would hold a week. 


So, I would respectfully ask you to 
consider that 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes. 

The Chain 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President 
Councilman Hertzberg did bring up the 
idea of putting this before the Cable 
Advisory Committee, and I think that that 
is proper. 1 actually tho ugh t the meeting 
was last night and then I was just informed 
this morning that it is not until a week 
from today. 

1 do not mind holding this one 
week, with the proviso that I won’t 
necessarily take their advice but I would 
like to hear their advice. I am full speed 
ahead on this bill, and that is to file a 
complaint against TCI for their outrageous 
rate increases. But, I have no problem 
with having the Cable Advisory 
Committee, who is composed of all of the 
members that we have put on the 
committee to take a look at this, and I 
would very much like to hear their advice. 

So, I will second Councilman 
Hertzberg’s motion to hold on that. 

The Chair: 

We need a motion to reco mmi t 
Mr. Cohen: 

Is it recommit? 




If I may just say one other thing 
and that is, the other bills that Mr. 
Hertzberg mentioned, I introduced two 
bills today, I did not waive Rule 8, they 
are not coming up until a week from 
tomorrow, but one is to reject TCTs Basic 
Rate increase of 47 cents per month, and 
the second one is to give us another 30 
days to get information from TCI about 
their equipment charge increases. That 
hasn't come up in the media but actually 
they have also raised, not only Expanded 
but also equipment charges. So, those 
two, and I look forward to having a Cable 
Advisory Committee and this Council 
recommitting them. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I just want to mak e my co mments 
and my thoughts known today, and that is, 
regardless of what the review committee 
recommends, I feel that the ultimate 
review committee, which is my 
constituents and myself and my bill, I am 
ready to follow Councilman Cohen's lead 
at any moment to file the complaint and to 
protest the rate increases. 

And, one thing for everyone 
listening, because I was at a community 
mee ting last ni ght and this cam e up as a 
big issue, and die perception out there is 
that Council has control over these 
increases. I think we should constantly 
make that clear that we do not get to vote 
on them or we do not get to approve these 
rate increases. I wish we did because I am 
sure there would be enough votes to say no 
to them right here. The most we can do, 
and Councilman Cohen has brought it 
forward, is go through the proper channels 
of filing a complaint and a protest to these 
increases. And, the one thing to keep in 
mind is that this agreement with TCI does 


expire in 1999. That sounds like a long 
way away but that is only four years and 
hopefully by then there will be other 
competition through the telephone lines, 
because that is going to be the only 
answer. 

But, I think that, what you heard 
last Wednesday, is that we will use every 
legal channel that we can to possibly stop 
TCI from doing this because their track 
record speaks for itself. 

The Chain 

Councilman Ricdardi. 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President Also as 
a courtesy, I will support the recommittal; 
however, my position is very clear and 
consistent, and that is to follow the lead of 
Councilman Dan Cohen in fi ghting these 
rate increases. Just yesterday I received 
several letters from my district from 
constituents asking us to come forward 
and protect their interest I shared those 
letters with Mr. Cohen, we're writing a 
proper response to those letters. But, my 
constituents from District 3 have m ?de it 
very clear, and that is to go full steam 
ahead in order to object to what they 
consider unreasonable increases in their 
bills. 

The Chain 

I will vote for the recommittal, 
although I do not understand what the 
purpose of the reco mmit tal is at this point. 
We pretty much unanimously took a very 
affirmative action regarding whatever 
advocacy role we can play. I do think 
maybe initially we could have had the 



Advisory Committee review some of these 
recommendations, whether they were Mr. 
Cohen’s or others that may come from the 
A dminis tration. 

I will vote for the rec ommittal if 
that is the pleasure of the body but I am a 
little bit perplexed as to what it is going to 
achieve at this point 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Well, 1 mean as long as we have 
this Cable Advisory Council we ought to 
let them do something. I mean that is the 
point of having this, and I know just about 
the entire membership a nd they take their 
jobs very seriously, and 1 think it would be 
quite a slight to them and a slap in the face 
to them if we’re to act on matters that they 
are involved in and hat hey have been 
examining without even listening to their 
opinions, and that we are not in such a 
time frame hat we have to file these things 
immediately, I mean, and give hem he 
opportunity to meet and discuss it They 
have been meeting regularly, hey are 
familiar with all he subject matter, and 
hey meet with our Director of General 
Services, Mr. Cohen has participated in a 
large number of heir meetings, as has 
TCI, and I think we owe them as 
volunteers, volunteering heir services, to 
at least give hem he opportunity to 
review this stuff and give us heir input 
before we vote on it lam not saying it 
should change anybody’s votes or — and I 
am not saying it would change mine, but I 
think we — we appoint hese people, and 
we have a large number of commissions 
that we appoint, and we ask people to 
serve this City voluntarily, I think we 
ought to take their service seriously and 


give hem he opportunity to give us heir 
opinions. So, that’s all it’s about 

The Chain 

Thank you. Counc ilman Cohen. 
Mr. Cohen: 

Just real quick, Mr. President 1 
think hat is fine, and I do not think — 
there’s no time problem in terms of 
holding his a week. Remember here are 
two aspects of his bill, one is to file a 
complaint with he FCC, and he other is 
to demand a hearing before hem. I spoke 
with Deborah Miskovich, he Head of he 
Cable Bureau, his mo rning and I’m sure 
that she will begin prepa ring that demand 
to he FCC right now any way, if nobody 
has any objection to that So hat we 
really won’t be delaying anything here. 
So, hat’s fine. 

On he bill, however, to reject heir 
Basic increase - and Counc ilman Onorato 
is correct about he addition of hese 
channels, his is all that we can do is file a 
complaint with he FCC. But, I’ll tell you, 
we’re going to demand a hearing before 
hem and we’re going to go down to 
Washington if we have to. 

But, on he Basic Rate increase of 
47 cents, and that also is included in he 
Expanded Basic, because if you 
remember, to get he Expanded Basic 
Rate, you have to add he Basic tier, plus 
he Expanded Basic tier, we do have he 
authority to reject hose rates. And, I am 
introducing that into Council today. There 
is a time deadline on that. We do have to 
do that within 30 days of heir notice to us. 
So, we have to be careful and make sure 
we don’t lose that time deadline. 




The Chair; 

Well, let’s make sure the Advisory 
Committee that meets next week also has 
the benefit of the other resolutions that are 
being introduced today. 

Mr. Cohen; 

Yes. Thank you. And, one last 
thing, and that is, we are moving ahead on 
the Cable Summit Director Miskovich is 
giving us a list of the major cable 
operators nationwide other than TCI, and 
we are going to be inviting all of them to 
Pittsburgh to try to get another company in 
here to compete. 

The Chair; 

Very good. All in favor of the 
recommittal? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chair: 

The bill is recommitted. Thank 

you. 

Councilman Hertzberg, Co mmit tee 
on Parks, Recreation and Youth Policy. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1721 


Report of the Committee on Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Policy for March 1, 
1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1621 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with various community 
organizations for 

operational/administrative expenses, 
maintenance, purchase of equipment 
and/or min or rehabilitation of 
neighborhood facilities for the benefit of 
the residents of the Chy of Pittsburgh, at a 
cost not to exceed $97,000.00, chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account 1805 
(180505), Miscellaneous Services, 
Recreation, in the Department of Parks 
and Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1622 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with Brashear Association in 
the amount of $10,000.00 and with 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy in the 
amount of $20,000.00 for 
operational/administrative expenses, 
maintenance, purchase of equipment, 
and/or minor rehabilitation of 
neighborhood facilities for the benefit of 
the residents of the City of Pittsburgh, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account 1801 (180109), Miscellaneous 


Services, in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation.” 


The Chain 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, on Bill 1621, we 
had some discussion last Wednesday. I 
would hope that under the leadership of 
Mr. Hertzberg we continue with the efforts 
to try to consolidate all of the small grants 
under one umbrella non-profit 
organization. 1 know he made a comment 
that the URA is actually developing one, 
or they have already, this is new, and that 
hopefully we can have one umbrella group 
And, what I envision — for example, the 
requirements of insurance for a lot of these 
small groups and having the Federal ID. 
number, there are just too many 
requirements that they just do not have — 
maybe what we could possibly do is have 
one large insurance policy that the non¬ 
profit group purchases that they can all fell 
under and they can commit a small part of 
their money they are receiving to the 
premium, which would be minimal 
because of the volume involved. But, I 
hope that we do establish that with the 
Parks and Rees. Departments and with the 
Planning Department, who oversees some 
of the loans, because the numbers we are 
talking and the requirements we are asking 
for, the just don’t meet each other and they 
just don’t make any sense for some of 
these small groups. And, I hope that can 
be resolved this year. 


Thank you very much. I have also 
been working on that Today I did 
introduce a bill which would hopefully 
satisfy the concerns of these groups. 
There are about 51 organizations that we 
are voting on today to receive very small 
amounts of money, most of them are 
sports and community festival related 
activities. The bill I have introduced today 
would amend the City Code and the 
ordinances to specifically allow these to be 
paid by way of an invoice if they are 
$5,000.00 or less. It would greatly save 
three or four months worth of contract 
effort on the part of the Law Department, 
everybody else. 

So, that bill will be up next 
Wednesday. So, I would ask that the 
Administration hold off on their past 
practices of issuing contra cts and wait till 
we discuss and hopefully vote on the 
ordinance, which will come up next 
Wednesday. 

Any other discussion? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 






AYES 8 


NOES none 


The Chain 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1722 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for March 1, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1556 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements, or use of existing 
Agreements, with a Consultant or 
Consultants, for Construction Inspection 
Services for Various City Projects; cost 
not to exceed $300,000.00, chargeable to 
and payable from Code Account EC 95- 
414.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like my comments to be 
brought forward on Bill 1556. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 


The bill is now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bill will vote “aye” ’when their nam es are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Ms. McDonald 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES 2 

VOTING NO: 

Mr. O’Connor Mr. Ricciardi 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1617 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the County of Allegheny 
for the reimbursement of the City’s share 
of the cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, 
South Portal/Route 51 Intersection, at a 
cost not to exceed $750,000.00, chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account EC 95- 
288” 

Which was read. 


Also, 


Bill No. 1618 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements, or use of existing 
Agreements with a Consultant or 
Consultants for engineering services in 
connection with the Design of Phase II of 
the Reconstruction of Fifth Avenue; and at 
a cost not to exceed $800,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC95-532” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading anH 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to make a few 
comments on Bill 1617, in regards-to the 
Liberty Tubes interchange. 

We had added some stipulations, 
and I would just like to state what those 
stipulations are once more, and that is that 
the grade separation option and no other 
option will be earned forward for this 
construction; that the intersection of 
Pioneer and West Liberty will be included 
on the project, and that the public hearing 
held on April 18th will be held in the 
community most affected by this 
construction. 

And, also, I don’t know if at this 
time is it appropriate to ask this body to 
consider adding a fourth amendment to 
this, and that being that once this 
feasibility study is done that this Council 
be forwarded a copy of that study. 


Would you like to make that in the 
form of a motion? 

The Chain 

Could you just clarify what you 
mean by the feasibility study? 

Mr. Cusick: 

The study that is going to be done 
in regards to the Liberty Avenue 
Exchange. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

What we’ll spend upwards of a 
million on. 

The Chain 

I thought you were referencing the 
Pioneer Avenue issue, but you are - 

Mr. Cusick: 

No, the entire project 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Do you want to make a motion to 
waive Rule 8 and waive the Rule in 
writin g ? 

The Chain 

Motion to suspend the Rules. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
AH in favor? 




WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 


The Chair: 


The Chair: 

Aye on the motion to allow Mr. 
Cusick to offer this as a friendly 
amendment from the floor. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

The Chair: 

All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chair: 

All in favor of the amendment 

then? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you very much, Mr. 
President- That’s fine. Thank you very 
much. 

The Chair: 

I would ask that Councilman 
Cusick be in touch with the appropriate 
parties on this issue of the public hearing 
location, that seemed to still be up in die 
air last week. I had thought it was on die 
18th, Mr. Reginella was insisti ng that it 
was the 17th, I’m not sure which. Is it the 
18th? 

Mr. Cusick: 

It is the 18th, and I will notify all — 


Do you know all your location yet? 
Mr. Cusick: 

— all Members of Council because 
they have shown a great deal of interest, 
and I hope that you will be able to also 
attend that meeting. 

The Chain 

Could I ask the Clerk’s Office to 
please notify the agencies involved and 
find out the exact location and please 
notify all Councilmembers and the 
neighborhood groups that are affected 
most direcdy. 

Any other discussion on this bill or 
any other matter? Hearing none, the bills 
are now ready for final action. All in favor 
of the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Cleric will call the 
roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finall y. 


The Chair: 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
The Chain 

Are there any matters to be brought 
to the body under Motions and 
Resolutions? Councilman Hertzberg, then 
Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President Last 
June I made a request to our Controller 
Tom Flaherty to do an audit of the 
Swimming Pools Division of Paries and 
Recreation. Yesterday the Controller 
released the results of the audit, and my 
requests to him included his feedback on 
the cost and desirability of opening the 
City's pools Memorial Day weekend, as is 
customary with most of the -pools, 
including the County’s pools, and also the 
elimination of what goes on in a lot of the 
City’s pools, that is an evening break in 
which the pool is totally closed down 
between the hours of 4:45 and 6 o’clock. 

The audit, which everyone on 
Council has been provided, was a very 
comprehensive audit, it involved 120 site 
visits by members of the Controller’s 
Office; they reviewed such things as 
accounting techniques used to count how 
many people come in and out of the pool, 
which is very important for us to figure 
out what exactly it costs and how many 
people are using our pools. They checked 
out the physical condition of the pools, the 
rest rooms, the grounds that surround the 


pools, they checked out how the personnel 
was performing and whether they were 
getting in on time or late, checked on how 
the water quality was being monitored; 
they checked on collection of pool pass 
fees, also, of course, the hours and the 
days of operation of the pools. 

And, 1 want to thank the Controller 
and all of his auditors for the excellent job 
they did. 1 also want to thank Parks and 
Recreation, the Director, Faith Gallo, and 
everyone there who cooperated one 
hundred percent in this audit, it is in the 
best interest of everyone to get this kind 
of critical review. 

We have 32 pools in the City of 
Pittsburgh and virtually every 
neighborhood in the City of Pittsburgh is 
served by a pool and I believe that is a real 
asset that the City of Pittsburgh has that 
we need to promote, but we need to do it 
effectively; we need to operate our pools 
more effectively. 

We did see last summer the results 
of the efforts that we made in the area of 
personnel and lifeguarding and that we 
were able to keep the pools open 
throughout the entire year last year and 1 
commend our Parks Department on being 
able to do that. 

But, there are some other things 
that came out of this audit, including 
recommendation by the Controller that the 
pools do open up the Memorial Day 
weekend as is the custom in most other 
pools. A cost estimate was given of 
between 150,000 and $200,000.00. That’s 
a lot of money, I understand that, but when 
we look at our total operating budget, 
which is over 300 million dollars, it really 





isn’t that large as a percentage of our total 
operating budget 

Also, the Controller recommended 
and I believe Parks has accepted the 
recommendation, of eliminating the 
practice in many of the pools of being 
closed during the hours of 4:45 to 6 
o’clock, so that when the average working 
person comes home from work and is hot 
and wants to take a swim and cool of£, this 
summer they will be able to do that at all 
the pools. 

Some of the other concerns 
addressed by the Controller’s audit 
included crime problems at some of the 
pools. Recommendation concerning 
concessions. We have people at our pools 
that, not surprising, they are hungry for a 
snack or something else, and there is 
virtually nothing that you can get wi thin 
the pools themselves, which is kind of 
unusual; if you go to pools outside the 
City, concessions are a very popular item. 
He has recommended that we get into that 
business with either neighborhood groups, 
who could make some money for their 
own causes, or for some other types of 
concessionaires. He has also 
recommended that the practice and the 
sales of pool passes be expanded, that it be 
marketed a little bit better. 

And, my plans are to hold a, if I 
can borrow Mr. Cohen’s phrase, a summit 
with the top people on the topic and see if 
we can implement some of these 
recommendations. 

The Chain 

Very good. Any other comments 
about this? Councilman O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connon 

Briefly on this issue. On this issue 
I want to commend — I saw Mr. Flaherty’s 
people - I use Schenley Park a lot - they 
did an excellent job. I think some very 
good ideas came out, and I would like to 
add one to it, I think a lot more of the 
scheduling might go to the head guards at 
the pools. A lot of times it came from 
Downtown, the scheduling of each pool, 
and 1 think the guards should have 
flexibility; just as Mr. Hertzberg said, 
some pools are busier at different hours, 
and I think they ought to do that And, I 
commend the idea of some snacks or food, 
whether they be local people, for non- 
profits would be a great idea, or some 
small business person who would want to 
get involved, and I think it would be an 
asset to the pools. And, I commend Mr. 
Flaherty and Mr. Hert zb er g . 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. On a 
different issue. Councilman Onoraxo. 


Mr. Onorato: 

I just want to make a motion that 
we televise the public hearing on March 
28th, 1995 at 2 pjn., regarding the 
pa nh a n d ling legislation, there’s two 
pieces. If we could have a motion to 
televise. 

The Chain 

Second? 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 




The Chair: 

All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREV AILED 
Mr. Onorato: 

If I can just add one other thing to 
that. I am also making sure that everyone 
gets an invite on both sides of the issue, 
for and against the legislation. So, we 
should have some lively debate, and the 
televised hearing will let the people at 
home at least watch it, because I think 
there are good points made on both sides. 
But, it is an issue that must be discussed 
and I am glad to see that it is on the table, 
and I look forward to everybody’s input on 
the 28th. 

The Chair: 

Are you inviting neighborhood 
business organizations? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. We have merchant 
organizations, we have the County Social 
Services and we have the homeless 
shelters and the soup kitchens. The 
ACLU, believe it or not. I’m inviting 
them. And, also anyone else that has 
expressed concern for or against in any of 
the articles or to my office by letter, they 
will all be invited. 

The Chair: 

Very good. Councilman Ricciardi. 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President, and 
colleagues. There is a concerted effort by 
the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
to cut back on expenses. On that note, the 
Department of Public Works is very 
instrumental. For example, in the past, 
when it came to the construction of 
basins and/or manholes, that work, the 
majority of the work, was contracted out 
and some of the work was done by our 
Construction Division; however, now 
unde r the leadership of Director 
Kraszewski and others, the divisions 
themselves are starting to do some of that 
work. For example, today on the South 
Side of Pittsburgh on 15th Street, the 6th 
Division is constructing a manhole. That 
means that is less money that is being paid 
out to outside contractors and we are ri nipg 
that in-house. 

I really think the Department of 
Public Works really needs to be 
commended, from the Mayor to the 
Director to other supervisors in the 
divisions and most importantly, to the men 
and women and, in this case, the laborers 
who are doing the work. So, I just really 
want to point that out to all the colleagues 
here today. 

The Chain 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you, Mr. President If you 
could excuse me, I have a little bit of a 
cold here. 

First of all, I would like to thank all 
of the Members of Pittsburgh City Council 
for their support on the reward to catch the 





individuals that vandalized St Pius* 
Church on the evening of February 28th. 
The Police have yet to catch what they 
think are juveniles that had done this act 
on the church. 

I would also like to thank the 
community and the parishioners for 
supporting the church and getting out there 
and removing the graffiti, a lot of work 
went in to doing that, and they need to be 
commended for coming together and 
seeing when the church was in such need. 

I would also like to recognize the 
AOH, the County Board of the AOH; they 
had donated $500.00, along with one of 
their divisions donating $200.00. And, 
again, to mention that this Council has put 
up a $1200.00 reward for the apprehension 
or information leading to the apprehension 
of these individuals that desecrated the 
church. I believe that we were all shocked 
that someone would do that to one of our 
churches. It is not common for something 
like that to happen here in Pittsburgh. I 
think that this Council has sent a clear 
message that we are not going to tolerate 
that And, again, 1 just wanted to thank- 
everyone for rallying around the 
Brookline, not only St Pius Church, but 
the Brookline community and showing 
their support 

I also would like to make mention 
of a few of the festivities that will be going 
on throughout the week and related to the 
St Patrick’s Day; that is that it was kicked 
off this weekend on Sunday at the Hyatt 
with a communion breakfast We had the 
pleasure of liste ning to the great Mayor 
Tom O’Malley from Castle Shannon as 
our emcee, and it turned out to be a very 
nice morning. 


But, there is a lot more going on 
this week. I believe it is Friday ev enin g 
we will have a Shamrock party, hosted by 
the Mayor, and on Saturday, our pa rade 
will be kicking off at 10 o’clock on March 
11th, and we hope that a lot of the 
residents of foe City of Pittsburgh will 
come down and see what is supposed to be 
foe biggest parade held for St Patrick’s 
Day. 

I would also like to make mention, 
and I think that it is not only a great honor 
to him but it should be a great honor to 
this City, that Lieutenant Pat McNamara 
was nominated and will be foe Grand 
Marshal of foe 1995 St Patrick’s Day 
Parade. We all realize what Pat has done, 
not only for his membership as President 
of foe FOP but as a life long resident of 
the City and has done just a great amount 
of work all his life and his dedication, and 
I hope that people will be down there just 
to recognize some great accomplishments 
from one individual. 

Also, on March 17th at the Hyatt 
the Nights of Equity will also be hosting a 
gala dinner and celebrating their 100th 
anniversary here in foe City of Pittsburgh, 
and if anyone would like to join in that 
celebration, I suggest that they give my 
office a call and I would be more 
happy to let them know where they can get 
tickets to that celebration. 

Again I think that you will hear 
again from myself and Councilman 
O’Connor next week, when we will be 
very proudly introducing some resolutions 
about some of the festivities that will have 
already happened and some that will be 
occurring on St Patrick’s Day. Thank 
you. 


The Chain 

Thank you. We may want to 
remind our residents that the parade route 
will go down Grant Street and to the 
Boulevard of the Allies, and a lot of our 
residents, especially with small children, 
used to showing up on the Fifth Avenue 
corridor, don’t do that this year or you’ll 
miss the parade. Maybe somebody could 
just outline the parade route from Centre 
and Crawford. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, I would just like to 
make one mention. On Thursday, I 
believe at 10 o’clock and in the Gold 
Room, the crowning of Miss. Irish S miling 
Eyes will take place and the one that was 
chosen was Maureen Kennedy, the proud 
parents are Bob and Mary Kennedy, which 
I think a lot of us know, and the uncle 
Marty Madigan, and we would like to, if 
we could, send Maureen a letter of 
congratulations horn this body in regards 
to that Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Very good. Again, the parade 
route is the traditional parade route> but I 
believe it will take a left at Grant, come 
down Grant to the Boulevard of the Allies, 
ending up back down towards PPG and the 
Hilton. 

Mr. Cusick: 

That’s going straight down Fifth 
Avenue. 

The Chain 

We might want to remind our folks 
about the parade route. Councilman 


O’Connor. You want equal time on the 
Irish today. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, on Irish Day, Joe and 1 have a 
lot of proclamations to do on Tuesday, but 
also the parade route — and we guarantee 
no snow this year and the weather, it looks 
like it is a favorable forecast 

A couple comments I had. I would 
like to commend Councilwoman 
McDonald for her efforts at East Hills, the 
former shopping center, trying to — and, 
again, it abuts the City and it is not City 
property — to bring the postal service up to 
800 jobs in and it would be such an asset 
to the whole region and that community, 
and I just want to co mmend you on t hat 
effort. I don’t know if you want to say 
anything about it 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. Bob, thank you very much. I 
felt there was enough press, I didn’t want 
to belabor the point But, I do appreciate 
that, as Bob also is an easterner of the City 
of Pittsburgh. There is a small portion of 
that East Gate Commerce Center that is 
the City of Pittsburgh but it directly affects 
the East Hills residents. My understanding 
is that the majority, the overwhelming 
majority of these jobs, are clerical or 
typists in nature and if you want to talk 
about job opportunities for folks that are 
not Ph.D. in Physics but that are regular 
working people that have skills that are 
necessary, like such as this, this is a 
golden opportunity, and it just makes 
sense. When I see the idiocy and mean¬ 
spiritedness that is going on nationally, 
and I am being very kind at this point. 
Every morning when I hear more bad 




news, the adverbs and adjectives get worse 
and worse with me. But, a lot of the 
idiocy is that going on, I want to 
encourage our U.S. Government, our U.S. 
Postmaster, to invest in communities like 
this. One of the highest unemployment 
rates are going on there, and when you talk 
about the County politics, heck, 
Wilkmsburg and Penn Hills is die County, 
Pittsburgh is the County. 

So, I would just hope that they 
would look upon that East 
Commerce Center as a very viable location 
and work with the communities, with 
them, to ensure that the operations run 
smoothly. And, again ^ the community is 
just welcoming, they’re hoping in open 
aims that there is an occupant there. And, 
when you see business and you see 
employment and you see hope, crime ki nd 
of like walks the other way, crime t ?nds to 
settle in on vacancies and despair, that’s 
where it’s best suited. So, occupancy and 
a bit of business sense and a bit of «*sh 
flow going on kind of is the best deterrent 

So, thank you very much. 
Councilman O’Connor, for those remarks. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Councilman O ’ Connor, do you 
have other points to bring up? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, I had one other point to bring 
up. I’ll tell you I’ve introduced a 
resolution authorizing and directing the 
Mayor to appoint a member or members of 


Council to participate in negotiations 
relating to the sale or not sale of the 
Pirates, 'whatever is meant to be. 

I would like to applaud and 
commend all Councilmembers on their 
support, I think, of the Administration and 
the Rigas family in hoping to get that d ea l 
through. This has been going on for three 
months, and we have all sat very patiently 
and quietly back and supporting the 
Administration. 

But, as of last Tuesday’s briefing, I 
was very unsatisfied with that briefing, 
and I won’t go into detail, but I am 
concerned about how the direction of these 
negotiations are going. I particularly did 
not Rule S this issue today, so — for two 
reasons. One, to send a message to the 
negotiating team that Council is getting 
frustrated and serious about getting 
involved, and the other is that we would 
have a week before we openly Hisn res it 
next Wednesday, for the owners and the 
Administration and myself to find out how 
to implement such a proposal. 

I am just asking Council this week. 
I’m not asking for or against support right 
now, but I am asking you to consider what 
is going on and what is happ ening in my 
proposal, and we have a week to think it 
over, and also the Administration and the 
negotiating team, the owners, Mr. Rigas, 
or any outside, which my greatest fear is 
starting to work with outside owners, 
would finalize this deal and hopefully put 
it to bed before next Wednesday. 

But, until then I would like your 
consideration. 



The Chain 

But, we will be discussing this 
resolution next Wednesday. 

Mr. O’Connor; 

Next Wednesday, right 
The Chain 

Other discussion, on this point or 
another point? 

Mr. Onorato: 

On this point, on the Pirate issue. 
First let me comment that sitting on the 
Stadium Authority I get to hear this 
discussion twice, because any lease 
concessions, if there are any that are 
involved, will have to be approved both by 
the Stadium Authority and this body. 
Councilman Hertzberg will start 
experiencing this with his new position as 
a Member of the URA; he’ll be dealing 
with the issue twice, as a Member of URA, 
with any of the loans or any other money 
that might be involved. 

The point that I want to make clear 
to people listening is that I think the 
A dminist ration has been extremely 
involved, and I think this body has been 
involved to the point that we can be 
involved when it comes to negotiating 
contracts. 

But, I want to make it clear that the 
current owners of the Pirates have 
requested that the City step back a second 
during these initial negotiations with other 
individuals. They literally asked the 
Mayor’s Office to step back and not sit at 


the table at this point until they can look at 
all options. 

I also want to point out, tho ugh, I 
find it is interesting after several weeks 
now when they hired an investment 
banker, the only names you hear are the 
same names that this City threw up several 
months ago and disregarded and several of 
the same names in the investment banker 
binder were the same names that had been 
disregarded. The way I look at it is, there 
is the Rigas family, who I believe is still 
the buyer and front runner in this whole 
deal, and now there is this group out of 
Virginia, which everyone knew existed 
because they currently have been trying 
for a team for several months and several 
years, and 1 stated publicly that I am very 
skeptical of anyone involved with that 
Northern Vir ginia group because of their 
interest to move the team to Northern 
Virginia. 

I look forward to discussion on Mr. 
O’Connor’s bill, I think it will further the 
discussion, but right now we are waiting 
for the current owners and Mr. Rigas to 
say, yes, we have a deal; we don’t have a 
deal, or, we have a deal if the City can 
help with this part And, this body will 
have plenty time to discuss any issue that 
finally gets passed or that the Mayor 
recommends. The Mayor cannot cut a 
deal by himself, as everyone knows here. 
There will be plenty debates at the 
Stadium Authority, there will be plenty 
debate at the URA, and I know there will 
be plenty debate right here in this Council 
Chambers regarding the public 
participation of this deal. 

I think the one thing that everyone 
here is united and that is keeping the 
Pirates in Pittsburgh. The City is currently 








from the Mayor, Mayor’s Office, and I 
think it is going to take a little stronger 
negotiation, more face to free negotiation. 
Everything Mr. Onorato said we’ve heard 
for three months, nobody — again J I’ll give 
it one more week before 1 go into the 
details. 

The Chain 

I guess I view the resolution as 
being extremely counterproductive at this 
point, especially the public discourse that 
is going to happen next Wednesday, but it 
is your prerogative to introduce the 
resolution. 

Councilman Cohen. If we are 
going to continue debating this issue then I 
am going to open up and 1 am going to 
have some comments about this issue. I 
am trying to understand procedurally. We 
have a formal resolution that Councilman 
O’Connor has submitted; if we are going 
to have lengthy discussion now, then I’ll 
have to - what’s the pleasure of the body? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Point of procedure, Mr. President 
The Chain 

Counc ilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

If Counc ilman Cohen doesn’t 
mind, just a point of procedure. I think 
you are right, I think it would be 
counterproductive to have a major debate 
now, and I know I already made some 
comments, but you’re probably right. 
Instead of opening this up over the actual 


negotiating, I think we should wait and I 
think it gets dangerous. 

I just think we should clarify one 
point, and that is, I don’t think the Council 
has been sitting back. I can’t speak for 
everyone here, but I know I haven’t As 
my role on the Stadium Authority and as 
Chairman of Finance right now. I’ve been 
very active with being briefed in what’s 
going on with the negotiations, but there’s 
a certain role that this body plays in 
negotiations, and that was the only point I 
was trying to make. I did not mean to cut 
in on Councilman Cohen, but 1 agree with 
your point, the discussion probably should 
stop. 

The Chair: 

I just think procedurally we are 
going to be sending some very mixed 
messages to the public right now and it is 
going to be very counterproductive, and I 
would like to just have my say very 
quickly. I don’t think we should convey to 
anybody in the public, or anybody 
involved right now — and let’s set aside 
the politics of this issue and the politics of 
the moment We as a legislative body, or 
individually, other than maybe Mr. 
Onorato, who also sits on the Stadium 
Authority Board, I don’t want to in any 
way convey to my constituents that 
somehow I have been directly and 
intimately involved in this negotiation 
process because I haven’t As a 
Councilmember I have asked from the 
beginning to be briefed and be informed 
but I do not want to convey in any way 
that I did any due diligence to dete rmin e 
that Rigas was the best person. I am 
trusting that the Administration, I have 
faith in the Mayor personally and his 
leadership, I have faith in his 



A dminis tration, that they went through a 
proper due diligence to decide that Mr. 
Rigas and Company were the best folks to 
proceed with this whole elaborate, 
complicated, difficult negotiation process, 
and I do not want to do anything at this 
point to disrupt them. 

That is why 1 think this resolution 
and the discourse that is going to happen 
next Wednesday, is going to be extremely 
counterproductive. If we are going to cut 
bait and formally intervene, now that’s a 
different story, but I don’t think we’re at 
that point yet, and I think any thin g we do 
at this point, as far as I am concerned, is 
grandstanding and involving ourselves and 
intervening in the process, that I don’t 
think we’re a part of anyways. Basically 
the Administration is steering the ship, 
along with the others who are involved, 
and I think we got to give them any 
opportunity to steer the ship. 

That is why, I reiterate, I fully 
support the Rigas folks and I think they 
need to deal with the complications of who 
is going to finalize the losses and all the 
other intricacies of this financial deal, and 
I think - and I am saying this respectfully, 
I think we are really going to muddy the 
waters by not knowing all the details and 
involving ourselves in this negotiation 
process when we haven’t been - the train 
has already left the station, now you’re 
asking us to board the train even though it 
has already left the station. I don’t 
understand the process. But, we are not a 
part of it. I mean, I think our role 
legislatively is to be briefed, whether it be 
daily or weekly, so that we can be apprised 
of the situation but this body did not go 
through the process to determine who the 
most viable owners could be or should be, 
and I think we are just going to really 


complicate it A lot of the business 
community and some of the individuals 
involved are persnickety, at best, and I 
think the personalities of Councilmembers 
involved in this process, with some of the 
individuals from the corporate community, 
I think would be very counterproductive. I 
respectfully disagree with the intent or 
purpose of the resolution. 

Mr. Cohen, do you want to 
respond. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I will abide by what 
appears to be a Council majority and that 
is to have this bill take its course, and 
that’s fine with me. 

The Chain 

That’s fine with me, too, because 
that’s the process. 

Any other comments? Any other 
points under Motions and Resolutions? I 
just have one favor of the Administration, 
maybe Councilman Cohen could follow¬ 
up on this as the Chair of Public Safety. 

In response to Councilman 
Cusick’s curfew bill, it will be up for a 
discussion tomorrow, I believe; I believe 
he wants to have one or more public 
hearings. I would like to ask any of my 
colleagues, if they would like to have any 
kind of a public hearing in their respective 
Council district I would like to at least 
have one maybe north, south, east and 
west I would like to do this over the next 
few weeks. 

But, we did approve unanimously a 
resolution that I introduced last year in 




October asking for the Chief of Police and 
Director of Public Safety, who at this point 
is the Deputy Mayor, for a specific 
Implementation and Impact Report We 
asked for detailed information, which is 
enumerated in this Council resolution. 
The presumption was that the 
Administration was going to introduce a 
curfew bill, and prior to that we wanted to 
have all this documentation. It is well 
spelled out This information I think is 
very germane to the public debate and 
dialogue to this Council, and I would ask 
that the Administration please respond and 
convey this information as we go out into 
our neighborhoods to debate and review 
Councilman Cusick’s proposal. 

If any of you are desirous of 
hosting the meeting, I would like to at 
least have a minimum of four public 
hearings; I would like to do it during the 
evening hours. I would like to ask that it 
be cable cast, not necessarily live but at 
least replayed. I certainly would like one 
out in my area, and with Councilwoman 
McDonald; you may want to have one 
north of the river. Maybe we can share 
one in the East End neighborhoods. And, 
we need to get out maybe and share it 
And, it would be a great opportunity for 
folks in the western neighborhoods to be 
represented, and I know Councilman 
Cusick would like to have one in possibly 
the Carrick community. 

So, if you could please work with 
me and the City Clerk on that I would 
appreciate it Counc ilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would just thank you for bringing 
that up and I was going to do that 
tomorrow. I will be deferring to you 


tomorrow to hold several public hearings 
throughout the City of Pittsburgh. 

I just would like to make note that 
I would like — and this is with your 
agreement, Mr. President — to hold the 
first of the many public hearings in 
Canick High School the first week of 
April, and those details are being worked 
out now, and I will be more than happy to 
not only share it with this Council, that we 
would also take it one step further and 
make sure that we have a very clear ad 
taken in the newspaper in regards to these 
public hearings because they are very 
important 

As some of you may have seen. 
The Post Gazette came out with an 
editorial this morning and I hope that you 
will have the opportunity to take a look at 
that I want everyone to realize that this 
legislation is very much open for any 
scrutiny, any of your concerns and that is 
the whole idea of holding these public 
hearings in the communities, so that the 
community gets a chance to let us know 
how they feel about having a curfew here 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

Again, I just want to state that I 
really want this to start at home, I want 
this to work at home before it goes any 
further than that. That is my intention, 
that will happen, and when it doesn’t, then 
that the City step in. But, I think there is 
going to be a lot of debate, a lot of good 
debate. We are going to hear from a lot of 
our youth on what they would like to see 
happen in their communities, to provide — 
whether it be progr amming or other 
recreational type of programming to go on. 

So, I look forward. I would also 
ask that the City Clerk will notify every 



community group in the City of Pittsburgh 
in regards to this, and I think you can do 
that through out City Planning 
Department And, I will look forward to 
the debate. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. The first 
meeting of the Home Rule Charter 
Advisory Board, pursuant to the 
legislation approved by this Council, 
introduced by Mr. O’Connor and Ms. 
McDonald, is Thursday, March 9th at 6:30 
pjn., here in City Council Chambers. 
That is reviewing the issue of — on 
expected vacancies in Council. 

Any other discussion? Hearing 
none. Til entertain a motion to adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 

Council adjourned. 





(GOQdL'S CCWMENTS CM SHI, MO. 1547) 
(Wednesday, March 1, 1995) 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Move far approval far 
purposes of discussion. 

Mr. Berio: 

Second. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very such. I want to ttenk my 
colleagues who attended the public hearing last week on 
the Pittsburgh Growth Initiative and the discussion that 
took place afterwards with the Mayor's office. 

We had 22 speakers, including 7 em nrm\n 
development leaders, 4 labor leaders, 3 business leaders 
and 5 connunity group leaders, all of whan s upporte d the 
idea of putting into place an aggressive marketing ann 
to a t tr ac t wealth to our region.- That is what th?g will 
be, Mr. Chairman, an aggressive, dynamic sales office. 

The big difference between what this is — I 
realize there has been a lot of discussion about this, 
but to try to focus it down, what this is and what we 
are doing now is that the Pittsburgh Growth Initiative 
will use our best sales f arce, that is, Pittsburghers, 
to make calls on c o rp o r at ions, not wait far those gaiie 
to cane to us. That is what we have to do: We have to 
be more aggressive in attracting wealth to our region. 

If the bill passes, I lock forward to working 
with the Murphy Administration, also Val erie McDonald, 
who is the chair of Council's ooranittee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Pranotion, to put this into 
effect. 


There are two bills that you read, 

Mr. Chairman; one is the funding bill and the other is 
the bill to create the Pittsburgh Growth Initiative. 

The funding bill is $75,000.00 which is start up money. 

I want to make that very clear, that that would be start 
up money for this effort. It canes from the utilities 
account which has a surplus due to the mild winter that 
we have been having. Of course, this effort will cost 
more than $75,000.00, and the rest of the money will 
cane from the private sector. 
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Just yesterday I sEft with the enonrmir 
development manager of a very lar g e c orporat i on in town 
that preliminarily — I want to make that clear, it is 
not a to deal yet — but preliminarily offe red 
$25,000.00 for this eff ort if it meets their criteria. 

I think it will. I have also received calls fran other 

rvi i |v mi<as who are i nterest’Pri. 


The Ifayor and this Council have w o rk ed very 
hard on economic development. In the case of the Mayor, 
the $50 million development fund that we appr o ve d last 
month, certainly working very hard on assembling real 
estate for «rnpan ieg who came into the area and also I 
think have worked out a pretty good response tean. He 
all know that we have to r e verse the tr end of population 
loss arti job loss that we have been experiencing the 
last 14 years. He are especially losing our young 
people. They back for holidays with their 
Pittsburgh parents and iji*nripjr«ii.g f but they don't stay 
in Pittsburgh b ecaus e they can't find a job. A r ece nt 
study by the E nterpri se Corpor a tion of Pittsburgh showed 
that we have a huge deficit of people in Pittsburgh 
between the age of 25 and 40. He have to stop that 
tren d of losing our young people. He have to attra c t 
the kind of business that Clark Candy r e pr e sen ts, 
manufacturing business, the kind of business that makes 
a product, that ships it around the oo untry and around 
the world and brings money into the region. That is 
what would be so devastating by losing Clark Candy. Not 
only do you have the personal devastation of 170 Clark 
Candy work er s potentially losing their jobs — that in 
itself would be tragic — but just as tragic would be 
the 680 people who silently lose their jobs. Every 
manufacturing job creates four other s up po rt jobs, and 
every lost manufacturing job takes down four jobs with 
it, that includes janitorial services, delivery, repair 
services, printers, accounting se r v ices, et cetera. The 
ripple effect of losing a company like that is great and 
the wealth drain even bey on d those work e rs is felt 
everywhere as more and more Pitts burghers move away from 
our region. 

The Pittsburgh Growth Initiative is intended to 
reverse this tr end, to bring trealth in, to create jobs, 
to expand the size of the economic pie, not fight over 
how to divide it. 

I know we had a great deal of con v er sa tion, 
discussion, at the public hearing, so I will not belabor 
the point, but I would very much appreciate the s up p ort 
of my colleagues. 1 have gotten the s upport of my 
colleagues already on this. Many of you have had very 
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good advice and I lock forward to working with you to 
get this implemented. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

First of all, I wculd just like to say that I 
think you did a g reat job an this. It is a long awa ited 
piece of legislation. But like you just stated, we need 
to start mdcing on this now. I mean, Clark Candy is 
one of the most important things that are «yvt»»g cn right 
now. And in o rd er far this to work and to show ttet we 
are serious about that, we need to save a company that 
is just on the outskirts of the city and very possibly 
brin g than back into the city. Whether or not we do 
that in coop erat ion with the URA, our envelopment fund, 
who knows. But the Mayor and the famiggirms n«=>d to 
she** that we are ^>ing to keep in our region 

here so that when people do want to cm* here and play 
in our market, they are going to realize that we are 
very nuch ccnmitted to them and we want to see tfrpm 
stick around far a very long p=»nM of time. 

I want to again you far sanething I 

think which is long awaited. I look forward to working 
with you in the future on this. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. 


Mr. Onorato: 


Other discussion? 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I want to nonnpui'l you, Dan, an this 
legislation. It is no more evident than yesterday when 
we dealt with Clark Candy, the Air Force Base, the 
Pirates and possibly Iron City. Wten I see Mr. Carlow 
and what he is doing, his managanent style, I don't see 
how Iron City — I think we should jump on that. 

Saneone should be on tap of that to make sure they are 
not next. 


I am just curious, though, is there a way_ 

and it is more you see with the Air Force axxi it is 
more of a regional problem, how does this _ I 
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don't: think it was brought up — co ord inate, whether it 
be with the county, the federal g pvemue nt? Have we 
seen this person? Have talked how he or she would 
work with especially the canity, I would say, as a joint 
effort? 1 think we have done a terrible job in this 
region as lobbyists. We -get very little fran 
Harrisburg. Wte get nothing from the federal government 
to a mo un t to anything. When 1 say "nothing,** rr«i«n ar i 
to other regions. I think that study — we ought to 
have a study to show when election time comes ar o un d, 
maybe we could use that for our benefit. I think the 
federal government is taking us for g rante d. They just 
know how we are going to vote in Allegheny Oounty, so we 
are the last pe rso n that they co urt . 

How can ttet person — again, the social 
pu-ugra m s we have out there, there are 100 social 
prograns all going in di ffer e nt directions. We are 
probably duplicating servi ces so such. I don't know if 
that is going to be in the job description or have we 
talked to the county? How will that p e rson really have 
an open door? I know we want to start a new dialogue 
and it is such better, I am just talking about the 
coun t y , but tre need Harrisburg help, federal help. Have 
we look into how that can work? 


Mr. Cohen: 

Yes, but we don't have anybody in mind yet, and 
2 want to make that very clear. 1 have not interviewed 
anybody. I won't even not be in that position to do 
that. That really will be up to the Mayor's office. My 
goal is to get the legislation passed and then conduct a 
very broad range search pro c e ss far the right person or 
the right firm to be able to do this. 

But you are absolutely right. Councilman. On 
the issue of the base closing, although it is the public 
sector — and have to sake that very clear — the 
loss of the base at the International Airpor t really has 
the same effect. That base brings wealth into our 
region, too. Now, it brings, again, pnhl ir money, but 
it has the same effect. Obviously we are trying to get 
private sector *realth in and private sector jobs. 

But this per s on, whoe v er it is, or firm, las to 
be able to work with every level of government to .have a 
coordinated marketing plan. Ba-difference, though, is 
that it's got to be more aggressive, it's got to be 
somebody who cajihs in and rolls up or her sleeves 
and gets Pittsburghers to volunteer to solicit 
corpor a tions to bring than in. 
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Mr. O'Co nnor : 


I certainly s up po rt it, bat I like — once it 
happens, hew we can expand it and do the job? I mean, 
it is easy to talk aboat, and you know, I realize you 
are not doing this just for hype, but how does the job 
get done? It is a very difficult task. 


Mr. Cohen: 

I consider this the first step, not the last 
step. If % get this passed, then we really start 
moving to get this put into place. 

Mr. O'C on n or : 

I certainly cxm i en d you for taking the first 

step. 

Hr. Qnorato: 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hert z be r g: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I don't know if 
anyone is here from the Mayor's office or if you could 
tell me if there were any problans with the second bill, 
I be li e ve, or is it the first? Whi ch e v er prwi deg the 
funding source, which seems like a kind of odd account 
to tap into; utilities. Any respon se ? 


Mr. Cohen: 


Yes. The Mayor's office s upports it coming out 
of this account. It is my understanding, at least I 
spoke with both Deputy Mayors about this, they supported 
it. Depxty Mayor Sirabella said that if they were to 
cane up with another funding sour c e they would let me 
knor before this meeting. So frankly, what I said is. 
This is the money I think we need to get this started. 
You tell me where it ±rcm ." 

Thanks. 

Mr. Qnorato: 


Councilvranon McDonald. 


346 



Ms. McDonald: 


I kind of ditto the i hum made by ny 
colleagues. I think this is excellent work b e ca use you 
knew, Dan, I am about jabs, period. But 1 do want to 
■ ensure that whatever initiatives there are, that they be 
coordinated with the schools, because it is no good to 
bring any type of hrrsinpss v e ntu re and we don't have the 
labor skills out there to fm the needs. I really 
don't case to have everyone caning fr om an over God's 
green earth into the City of Pittsburgh far eaplcyment 
when have people already here that desper ate ly need 
jobs but may not have the skills. 

So I would just hope that this whole initiative 
wxild be a collaborative and a coordinated effort, not 
only with schools, but with labor, just to make sure 
that our residents can be gainfully aiployed, that they 
have the skills that are necessary. And I would also 
look forward to the Siyor working very closely with this 
ramrittee, with the entire Council, not just me as 
chairperson, but with the entire Council, because it is 
very inp o r tant that re do build jobs. But we need to 
knew — you knew, the left hand needs to know what the 
light hand is doing, and sanetimes that doesn't happen. 
So there needs to be a lot more conBunication involving 
this initiative. 

Mr. Qnor at os 

Councilman Ricciazdi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you very laich. Councilman Cohen, I would 
just like to counend you far your fine work and thought 
in this entire proce s s. I think that we need to be 
pro-active. 

I had an opportunity, Mr. Cohen, to hear you on 
radio, and I think you are right. With all due respect 
to Cleveland, I am not sure if Cleveland has more 
resources, even in tP i i us of its lab™- pool, than we do 
here in the City of Pittsburgh. 

Again, I think it is a great irfag because, as 
Miss Mc Donald has stated, jabs is where it is at. If 
saoeone has jobs, I think it carrel nfps with everything 
else, even the crime issue and even problems in the 
household. 

Ttoe only question I would like to ask you, if 
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you could please r espond to, is I do believe if, for 
erearple Monroe vi lle, if a ccupany is recruited and even 
if they locate than in Monroeville, I do believe it 
helps the City of Pitt sbur gh, be c ause we have to look at 
ourselves as a region. But in tens of the e x pe nses 
being paid out, it is true that this initiative could 
bring in b usi n es se s outside the City of Pittsburgh, and 
in that case, have we thought out how we are going to 
wrk m aybe w ith other imnicipalities, Allegheny County, 
maybe SPKPC to also s u ppor t this initiative? Because 
obviously there needs to be more r eso u rces than what we 
put forward if are going to do this job the right 
way. 


Again, it is not going to affe c t sy support for 
the legislation, but I am hoping you put seme thought 
into long-range planning. Maybe you can just respond to 
that. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Let me resp on d to Cleveland real quick, because 
I think that has been — a lot of discussion has been 
arrond Pit tsbu rgh versus Cleveland. 

I have tried to make it very clear that 
Pittsburgh has it all over Cleveland when it comes to 
quality of life, when it comes to vibrant ne i gh borhoods, 
when it comes to health care p ro vider systaa, foundation 
ccnnunity, et cetera. We've got it all over Cleveland. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

And good water, also. 

Mr. Cohen: 

And good water. And a better football team. 

But there is one thing that they have Amo well in the 
last five years and vre've got to be able to do it better 
than they do, and that is that they have been marketing 
their region aggressively. That is why I couldn't 
understand, given that Pittsburgh has so much gmi te r 
assets than Cleveland does, why is it that Cleveland was 
Mo. 3 in the country last year in bringing in new plant 
investment or had $7 billion in new or a nno u nced 
construction over the last five years? That is nine 
Pittsburgh International Airpor t s in private 
construction there in the last five years. 

So vre have the assets nuch better than they do, 
and I think if we market our region better, we will do 
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better ‘than they will on the job attraction frcnt f ‘too. 

In t *»r n « of working with other regional grasps, 
absolutely. I mean, we had at the p a toli c he arin g lan ce 
Shaeffer, the h«-»d of the Greater Pittsixtrgh Chanter of 
Oonneroe, we had a letter from Robert lfe hrabian who did 
the regional economic revitalization initiative This 
p erson has to work closely with oth er mm i ripfri it ies at 
the county and other emmni c development gimps. And 
that is in the legislation. We can't view ourselves as 
an inland here. Xf a company moves into Monroeville, 
although we would rather have than move into the city, 
it still benefits the city. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Hank you far your fine mrk. 


Mr. Qnarato: 


Any other discussion? 
Mr. Ferlo: 


Yes. I join in the chorus here of applaud ing 
Mr- Cohen for his work, because I think he has helped to 
focus Council overs ights and b egun to place a priority 
on exactly what is our econranc development agenda in 
this city, and with the coDmitsent of the Murphy 
Adainistraticn and this Council, how best can we 
naximize, utilize, limited rescxirces that ire have. 

I gpggg X an getting somewhat sour an these 
kind of lofty goals that we aspire to seme of these 
initiatives we get involved in. I wcxild be happy, 
vi s - a-v is this legislation, the resolution, if it does 
nothing more than yield a targeted strategic plan that 
is needed and X think to some extent still lacking. We 
have already given the Administration, r epr i orit i z i n g 
the city b u dge t , a significant amount of money on not 
only the 50 million plus growth capital fund that will 
hopefully be matched by the private sector, so %re have 
been giving than money, vre have given them land. They 
have amassed close to 500 acres of land. A lot of that 
land is prime land available for ccnmercial or 
industrial use, as well as along the riverfront far 
possibly sane large housing development initiatives. As 
well, if we look at the track r ecord of this Council, we 
have repeatedly ap pro v ed capital bond funds for 
infrastructure support far various kinds of economic 
development issues and initiatives, and the last is too 
long to even talk about. As veil, ire have the tax 
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exaipL financing as a new tool to assist developments, 
similar to the Union Switch and Sigral initiative and 
Second Avenue. 


I guess what I am saying, I am voting far this, 
bat 1 don't want this money and this plan to kind of be 
watered down and lack focus. In approving the 
resolution, it really doesn't define the specific s cope 
of s er v ices, nor do X think it should or was necessarily 
int en d e d to do. And that is not meant as a criticisn, I 
am just saying at some point we need to move from the 
resolution today and take that s y n er g y that it s u gges t s 
and really develop a carprehensive strategic plan. But 
I want that plan not to p ro duce sene fancy brochures 
that, far instance, the Conventioneer Visitors Bureau is 
good at. I don't want it to buy billboards in other 
cities in empty inringt-r-iai sites saying, "Gome to 
Pittsburgh. We are a great town." It saoehow has to be 
utilized to develop the specific strategic plan to help 
close the deal, to bring the deal to fruition, whatever 
the deal is, whe th er it is a new conpany here or 

whether it is retention of an existing ccnparry here in 
the city. But it's gat to be directly related to the 
c u r r e nt land posse ss , the land banking we terve done, 
the c urrent growth fund ttet we have set into motion. 

In other wards, it's got to be t ar ge t ed and focused in 
on that specific thing. I don't want to see this thing 
be all over the map and, you know, things of that sort. 

So having said that, I applaud the initiative 
and I look forward to having this Council be a partner 
with the Aininistratian, as we terve been for the last 
year and a half, in trying to maximize how we move our 
city ahead. 

Hr. Qnorato: 

Let me just add ny comments. 

I applaud the initiative. I am in full support 
of it. I feel very confident that this will be in 
cooperation with the Mayor's office, it is not just a 
separate program, especially because the Mayor's office 
is responsible far negotiating any con tra cts with any of 
the individuals that might be hired out of this 
particular initiative. 

I also believe that the city o ver the last 15 
years, vre have pretty much bottomed out and we are an 
the verge of exploding with economic growth here. If 
you look at what ha p pened in the last just year, for 
exanple, the development fund is only, what, two month s 
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old or one month old? We also teve the land banking 
that probably is reaching the point where we have 
■Finally assembled all the land, now it is tine to move. 
We hear about literally hundreds of housing developments 
that are going to be taking off in the next several 
months with ground breakings from the North Side to 
South Side, to the East End, and hopefully the West End 
at this point. Between all of these diffe re n t - issues 
that are happening, I really believe in the next five 
years you are going to see a change in this city. 

Whereas in the past it has been the change in the 
skyline Downtown, I think you are going see a change in 
the npjj ghhn rtfyK^ s and in the industrial districts arid 
that ycxi are going to see economic growth. I would even 
bet that by the census year 2000 you will see a snail 
net plus in population in this region from what all the 
statistics are showing. The last census actually showed 
the lowest decre ase in the city probably in the last 
three decades, and they anticipate with these new 
housing developments that the city could actually have a 
potential net plus by the year 2000. 

So I think we are poised. 1 think this 
legislation, if it doesn't do arything else, what it 
does is sends a signal to the public that this body here 
is serious about growing the region with Pittsburgh 
being the ecananic engine of the regiim. Far that 
reason alone and the PR it is b r in g i ng and the attention 
it is drawing to the issue, I think we will give 
everybody hope ttat we know what the prohlan is and are 
going to address it. 

Councilman Berio. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I forgo t to make one other point and it is not 
ex pressed n ecessarily in the resolution, but one of the 
reasons I am s upp o rti ng this initiative is it will bring 
together kind of a dedicated corps or leadership group 
that is broader than just the expertise of this Council 
or others, and I would like to sugges t that this group 
be a sounding board and give seme guidance to this 
Council on other related ecananic development 
initiatives, such as, you know, how we prioritize the 
Strategy 21 requests, what actually gives us the most 
bang for the buck. At times I have criticized — and I 
don't want to get into a discussion about Washington's 
landing or Second Avenue — but I would like to have 
this group also inject itself and exp ress its views on 
hew we prioritize what development funds we have and how 
best to get the most bang for the buck, whether it be 
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the Strategy 21 request, whet h er it he the annual $4 
million Department of Gcnnunity Affairs requests, you 
foot?, where we have had competing kind of proposals. I 
would like to hear fran this group an this issue. 

I know Mr. Cohen, when he articulated load of 
the categories of the prioritisation, of this group 
specifically focused in an manufacturing and 
specifically did not deal with the issue of tourism, per 
se. I do think relative to the growth fund we teve 
established, we really need to decide and cut bait on 
this issue of the Co nventi on Ce nter carridar. I have 
long been a pr o ponent of the needed expansion of the 
Convention Center. I would like to see that be part of 
a broader development zone, looking at the bus station 
situation, looking at the barrier, I call it the Berlin 
Wall, the W&yne Bridge, in terms of the Kail of 

not be able to encourage expansion acro ss the av enue. I 
would still like this group to give se ne guidance and 
look at the issue, albeit it is not manufacturing, but 
in terms of prioritizing the reso u rce s that we have. 1 
think need — and I have been a proponent and I will 
continue to lobby far — the nee d ed expansion of the 
Convention Center, a s econd hotel in that corridor, 
making the bus station a new facility that would be 
intennodal and have linkages with not just with 
^railways, but other kinds of transporta tions into the 
Doaitxxtn cor ri dor, and making it a broader development 
p ropo s al, similar to what the stadium was in twmg of 
being a broader development issue far Downtown 
Cleveland. 

Having said that, I hope this group is put 
together quickly. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. I ap preciate e v er y bod y 's support 
and look forward to working with you on it. 

On the convention tourisn issue, I want to make 
it clear that this particular initiative is not intended 
to focus on that, just because of your point earlier, 
that ve have to have a narrow focus to be able to be 
effective at it. But at the same time, I agree with 
you. 


A reporter here I think-asked us all the 
question recently, let's say we had $100 million — boy, 
wouldn't that be great? — and we had a choice between 
applying that to a new stadium or a new Convention 
Center. I at least — and I have a feeling a lot of the 
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my colleagues — said a new C onventi on Ce nter . ‘ The 
reason is for the 'very reason why we need to do this. 
There are two ways to bring wealth into a region: One 
is tourism, and obviously a co nv e nti on center is a 
n ec essary item to that; the other is bringing in money 
by selling a p rod u ct out of the region. That is what 
this is focused on. We need a con v e nt ion center to 
bring wealth into our region. A stadium — we shouldn't 
call it a "st ad i um " — a ballpark, a new ballpark, a 
modern replica of Forbes Field would be fantastic, but 
that waild be the result of economic development, not 
the cause of economic development. A con vent ion center 
would actually cause it. 

(EH) OF REMARKS.) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Stenotype Reporter 
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(Pres’t) 


The Chain 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

I want to welcome our Superior 
Court Judge, Patrick Tamilia, who is in the 
audience. Welcome, Judge. Thank you 
for being here today. I know you are here 
for a special proclamation. 

At this time would you all please 
rise for the Pledge of Allegiance and 
would you please remain standing for a 


moment of silent prayer so that we may 
have peace throughout the world. 

We would also like a special prayer 
this morning for F.O.P. President, 
Lieutenant Pat McNamara, who is back in 
the hospital and we wish him recovery. 

We are very honored and pleased 
to have two students here tins morning, 
from my own turf, out in Council District 
7. We have Kara Tarawaly, who is in 
Grade 4. Her mom is Karen West She 
lives on Stanton Avenue in Council 
District 7. And, Thomas Sand, who is also 
in Grade 4. He is from Momingside. 
And, there Principal Paula Howard is here, 
and they are from Fulton School. And, 
they are going to lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Kara Tarawaly 
and Thomas Sands: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Actually before, Paula 
Howard, I have a little surprise for you 
here, if you would like to come forward 
with your two students. I am going to 
uphold the Office of the President Personal 
Privilege here. 







I would like to present Paula 

Howard, who is the Principal at Fulton 
School with a special award, and 1 would 
like to read the following, and ask for my 
colleagues' endorsement 

This is presented to Paula E. 
Howard, who is the Principal Academy of 
Geographic and Life Sciences. It is an 
Outstanding Community Service Award, 
and it is for outstanding co mmuni ty 
service rendered to emergency fire vic tim * 
of the North St Clair apartment fire the 
evening of February 14th, 1995. 

I am asking my colleagues to 
approve this. Is there a motion? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

So moved. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

Moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. I would 
like to present this to our Principal, and on 
behalf of herself, her teachers and her co- 
workers, I think you are familiar with a 
tragic fire that we had the following night 
of an even more tragic fire, and Principal 
Howard was instrumental in opening up 
the school. All of her staff, I know the 
janitor, all of her folks worked hard, the 
Red Cross was there. There were a lot of 
families displaced as a result of that large 
apartment fire. And, it is not often you get 


the school that just opens up within 

minute s of the fire and becomes kinds of 
an emergency operation center. 

And, I just thought it appropriate, 
since we had Paula down here today with 
her students, we also pay a little tribute to 
Paula, the Principal, and also her co¬ 
workers for their really stellar performance 
during a community emergency. So, 
Paula, thank you very much, I appreciate 
it 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

At this time I would like to move 
to Councilman Cohen, who has a number 
of guests in the audience. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President Good 
morning, everyone. Would all the folks 
from CISD please come up. The Critical 
Incident Stress Debriefing Team. 

Ladies and gentlemen. Members of 
Council, it is my honor to present this 
proclamation to a team called CISD, 
which is the Critical Incident Stress 
Debriefing Team. This team really began 
way back with the Regatta accident 
occurred, if you recall, which I believe was 
the summer of 1986, and after that they 
put together a study, kind of a pilot study, 
to research the effects of a tragedy like that 
on our rescue workers, and since then have 
come together to include police, fire, 
paramedic, doctors and worked very hard 
in coming to workers and counseling them 
on the stress that occurs from tragic 




incidents. Flight 427, of course, was the 
most tragic recently and one of the more 
recent events, where they provided this 
kind of service. 

So, for this reason I would Hfcp to 
present the following proclamation: 

MR- COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1723 WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh 
Critical Incident Stress Debriefing (CISD) 
Team is a cooperative effort of the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, 
the Center for Emergency Medicine of 
Western Pennsylvania and the City of 
Pittsburgh Department of Public Safety; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh CISD 
personnel offer counseling services to 
emergency workers after a critical incident 
such as a line of duty death, suicide, or a 
disaster, and, 

WHEREAS, recently, Pittsburgh 
CISD personnel counseled over 700 
on-site and emergency workers in 
connection with the tragic crash of U.S. 
Air Flight 427 where 132 people perished; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Pittsburgh CISD has 
performed over 500 critical incident stress 
interventions, providing services to over 
4000 persons; and, 

WHEREAS, all Pittsburgh CISD 
interventions are performed free of charge 
as a community service by the team, which 
includes approximately 112 firefighters, 
police officers, EMS personnel, nurses, 
physicians, and social workers from 
emergency departments of hospitals, and 
finally, mental health professionals; and. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh supports and commends the 
Pittsburgh CISD Team for its fine work in 
the counseling of emergency workers. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much. Members of 
Council. As you see, we have got a core 
of the team here with us, and let me just 
tell you who they are. We have Dr. Karen 
Evanczuk, who is the Clinical Director, 
right here, of the CISD Team. We also 
have Dr. Fran Geigle-Bentz, who is a 
CISD Team Member, a Chair of Research, 
a Professor at the University of Pittsburgh. 
James Bayster, who is a Pittsburgh 
Firefighter. Rich Boland, who is a CISD 
Team Coordinator. Ron Roth, who is a 
physician at the University of Pittsburgh, 
also Associate Medical Director of EMS 
and a CISD Team Member. We have 
Regina Martin, I believe, a police officer. 
Thank you for being here. Karen 
McLellan, a police officer. And, who am I 
missing? Rob Carr, with the Pittsburgh 
Paramedics. Did I miss anybody? Great 
Congratulations. I am going to give this to 
Karen to say a few words. 
Congratulations to all of you. 

Ms. Evanczuk: 

Thank you very much. I would 
like to thank Councilman Cohen and all of 
City Council for the support and 
encouragement that the team has gotten 



through this proclamation, we appreciate 

that, and we would just like to say that we 
would like to continue our commitment to 
the emergency workers of the City of 
Pittsburgh and to the surrounding areas in 
all of Allegheny County and we look 
forward to your support, and thank you 
very much. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much. 
Congratulations. 

The Chain 

Moving right along. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Would the people from NOW 
please come up now. Pretty bad, I know. 
You know, it’s early Tuesday mo rning 
too. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Who writes your stuff? 

Mr. Cohen: 

Nobody, as you can tell. 

Members of Council, ladies and 
gentlemen, this is also a very serious 
subject; in fact, an issue which has been 
ignored for many years, and that is spousal 
abuse and child abuse. Spousal used to be 
referred to as just a domestic dispute, one 
that would be ignored by authorities, 
something for husband and wife to, quote, 
work out. But, spousal abuse is no longer 
being ignored because it is violent, it is life 
threatening and it occurs all too often. In 
fact every 15 seconds in the United States 


of America a woman is battered through 

spousal abuse. And, then, of course, there 
are the children. The incident of child 
abuse is much higher in a home where 
spousal abuse occurs. Well, the National 
Organization of Women is doing 
something about it and I wanted to bring 
them here to commend them for it and to 
tell you a little bit about a rally that is 
coming up. So, let me read this 
proclamation first 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1724 WHEREAS, in this 
country, every 15 seconds, a woman is 
battered; and, 

WHEREAS, in this country, every 
year, an estimated 2-4 million women of 
all races and economic circumstances are 
battered by a spouse or in timat e partner; 
and, 

WHEREAS, in homes where spousal 
abuse occurs, children are abused at a rate 
that is 1,500% higher than the national 
average; and, 

WHEREAS, in this country, 50% of 
all homeless women and children have 
fled their home due to domestic violence; 
and, 

WHEREAS, in Pennsylvania, 
800,000 women annually are victims of 
domestic violence; and, 

WHEREAS, in Pittsburgh, on 
Wednesday, March 15, 1995. at the 
City-County Building, women who are 
victims of rape and domestic violence will 
be honored at a rally and memorial. 





NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh supports the campaign to 
stop violence against women; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
commends the Pittsburgh chapters of the 
National Organization for Women for 
bringing this issue to the public's attention. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much, Members of 
Council. We have with us this morning 
Stephanie Bimberg, who is the Vice 
President of Squirrel Hill NOW. We have 
Janet Bouma, who is the President of 
North Hills NOW. Thank you for coming 
in. Selene DePackh, who is a Board 
Member of North Hills NOW, and David 
Gibson, who is also a Board Member of 
that organization. 

I just want to thank you so much 
for organizing this rally on Wednesday for 
such a very important issue, and have you 
please come up and accept this 
proclamation and say a few words. 
Congratulations. 

Ms. Bimberg: 

On behalf of the National 
Organization for Women, I want to thank 
Councilman Cohen and the entire City 
Council for helping us publicize this 
problem. The first step to change is 


knowledge and when everybody knows 
what is happening, I think things will 
begin to change. 

I also want to invite you all to the 
rally, which will be on the steps of this 
building tomorrow. T hank you so much. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Great 

The Chair: 

Thank you and we will all be at the 
rally tomorrow. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I don’t know if we said what time 
it was. At 5 o’clock on Wednesday. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 
Councilman Cusick, you have a number of 
guests in the audience. Cathy, would you 
like to escort your guests forward, please. 

Mr. Cusick: 

We have with us today, Jane 
Quiroz, Kelly Timms and Mike Radley of 
our Department of Paries, Andrea Lauglin 
of South Park Runners Association. 
Please, come up. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1725 WHEREAS, 
twelve-year-old Kelly Timms has Spina 
Bifida, a condition which causes an 
abnormality of the spine; and, 

WHEREAS, eleven-year-old 

Beechview resident Jane Quiroz, was 



bom with Proteus Syndrome, an 

abnormality of the bones that has made 
her left leg lock in a bent position and 
caused her to undergo a heart-lung 
transplant in April of 1992; and, 

WHEREAS, despite their physical 
challenges these two gifted athletes, 
whom both attend Carmalt Elementary 
School in Brookline, have excelled in the 
sport of wheelchair racing; and, 

WHEREAS, Kelly Timms who 
started racing in 1988 set three national 
records in the Junior Wheelchair 
Competition and is the female wheelchair 
record holder for the Great Race 5K; and, 

WHEREAS, Jane Quiroz has placed 
admirably in several races such as the 
Brookline Breeze, even without the 
benefit of a racing wheelchair and 
equipment: and, 

WHEREAS, the South Park 
Runners Association supports the efforts 
of challenged athletes and has 
implemented a campaign to raise $3,000 
to cover the costs of a racing wheelchair 
and equipment for Jane Quiroz. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby recognizes and 
commends the outstanding achievements 
of these gifted young women and the 
efforts of organizations such as the South 
Park Runners Association for their 
commitment to challenged athletes. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
hereby declares Tuesday, March 14,1995 
as Jane Quiroz and Kelly Timms Day in 
the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR- CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 


Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you very much. I think it is 
ironic that I stand before you today, not 
only to honor these two young women but 
to talk about two very important diseases 
that have affected their lives, and I think 
that they need a round of applause for just 
their commitment, the struggles that they 
have every day. 

Like I said, I think the ironic part 
that we are talking about a disease that is . 
- here around St Patrick’s Day, that 
traditionally affects Irish people, and that 
is Spina Bifida. I would just like again to 
congratulate you. 

I am going to ask a few people to 
come up here and say a few words about 
their fund raising efforts, but before we do 
that, we would like to give Jane and Kelly 
an opportunity to say a few words. 

The Chain 

Councilman, if I could just cut in. 
We have a number of family members 
here in the audience — 

Mr. Cusick: 

Please, come up. 

The Chain 

— and I know you are taking 
pictures, but we would also like to get a 
picture of all of you. So, if you could hold 
off. We have a photographer, and I am 
sure you would all like to get in the 
picture. We have a friend here, military 
personnel, it looks like a family member, 
others who are taking pictures. You are 
welcome to join. 




Mr. Cusick: 

Come on, come on, everyone. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Excuse me. 

Jane Quiroz: 

I would just like to say thank you 
for this award, I feel greatly happy to all 
these people who have helped me for my 
fund raiser, and I am very thankful to all of 
you. I would just like to say that I think it 
is wonderful that people like you can get 
together to do something very special for 
people like me and Kelly. I thank you all 
and I think you guys are wonderful. 
Thank you. 

Kelly Timms: 

I would just like to thank 
everybody that helped me with my fund 
raisers and my dad for helping me with my 
coaching, and I would just like to thank 
you for this award. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Kelly, and Jane, I think that 
everyone in this room would agree that 
you two are the wonderful ones. 

Would you like to please come up 
and say a few words. Mike. 

Mr. Radley: 

Well, good morning, and I would 
like to thank, first of all, the Members of 
Council for this recognition today and 
Councilman Cusick for sponsoring this 
proclamation. Indeed it is an honor to be 


among these fine athletes. And, as a Race 
Director, I want to commend these young 
ladies for being involved in sports, but not 
only them, their parents, their teachers and 
all that support them in the Wheelchair 
Racing, the adaptive athletics that we 
sponsor here at the City and all the races 
that are sponsored throughout Western 
Pennsylvania. We think it is wonderful 
that you are out there participating and 
competing and we are glad to have you in 
among the ranks of the runners. 

Just two quick points, stories that 
you may not know about these kids that 
are very outstanding. Kelly, as you heard, 
is our record holder in the Great Race 5K, 
and she and Jane this year participated in 
the 5K and we awarded First Place to the 
Wheelchair Female Winner, that was 
Kelly. In a very heartwarming and 
unselfish act, Kelly turned around after she 
received her medallion and re-awarded the 
medallion to Jane. So, I want to thank 
you, Kelly, for thinking of your fellow 
wheelchair athlete and doing that for us. 

In Brookline in August of 1994,1 
met Jane and her dad, as they come out to 
do the Brookline Breeze, and she faced 
two challenges that day. The first 
challenge was, she picked for her first road 
race one of the hilliest courses in the City, 
and that’s the Brookline Breeze. So, that 
is the first challenge that shed faced. And, 
the second one was, she attempted and 
completed the Breeze in her everyday 
wheelchair. So, this is something t hat 
most wheelchair athletes, adaptive 
athletes, do not do, they compete in a 
racing wheelchair. And, a little later on, 
Andrea Lauglin is going to speak to you 
about the effort of the South Park Runners 
to get Jane a racing wheelchair. 



I want to personally thank Sharon 

Morrison, who came to us with the idea of 
having a fund raiser to get a racing 
wheelchair for Jane, and once again, 
everyone here present for the time you 
have given us to tell the story about the 
adaptive athletes, the challenged athletes, 
we have here and wish them all the luck in 
the future. Thank you very much. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Ms. Lauglin: 

Hi, I am Andrea Lauglin with the 
South Park Runners. Thank you, Mike, 
and thank you, Mr. Cusick. On behalf of 
the South Park Runners, 1 would like to 
say that we are delighted in helping to 
assist Jane in her dream with obtaining a 
racing wheelchair. The magic number that 
we need to reach is actually $2,525.00. As 
of today, I am happy to report that through 
various donations, the total amount raised 
is 1,338. So, we are over halfway there. 
That means we only have $1,187.00 to go. 
And, I am very confident that we will be 
able to reach that mark by the time the 
racing season is in full swing. As a matter 
of fact, I am so sure of it that I would like 
to personally invite both Jane and Kelly to 
compete in the South Park Runners 
Mayflower 8K on May 21st To motivate 
you to the start line I have brought two T- 
shirts. We hope you wear in training. Of 
course, “South Park Runners’'. 

And, again, we are absolutely 
delighted to be part of making your dream 
come true. God bless both of you and best 
of luck. 


And, now I would like to turn it 

over to Sharon Morrison. Thank you 

Ms. Morrison: 

Thank you, Andrea, and thank you, 
Mike, and thank you. Council, for giving 
us this opportunity. I just want a special 
thanks to Mike and Andrea for making the 
fund possible and not just loo king the 
other way. Thank you. And, best of luck 
to Jane and Kelly, the two winners, I know 
they will reach their goals. Thank you 
very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you 

Mr. Cusick: 

I want to thank everyone for 
coming down today. If anyone would like 
to make a donation to Jane, please feel free 
to call my office at 255-2131 and we will 
make sure that we will get you in touch 
with the right people. 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Joe, I won’t call you. I’ll see you 
after the meeting and I’ll make a donation. 
I think I would like to get together with 
some Councilmembers and I think we can 
put you real close to your number. 

The Chair: 

Thank you Good luck and keep 
the faith. 

Well, in case anybody hadn’t 
noticed, we had a great St. Patrick’s Day 





Parade and St Patrick week is about to 
unfold, and at this time we have a lot of 
honored guests, both from Court 9 and the 
Parade Committee, and 1 would like to call 
on Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Cusick to bring 
their guests forward. You may want to 
bring them all up together and do both 
proclamations — three proclamations. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. Gavin, other members of the 
Knights of Equity that would like to come 
in and share on this honor. 

First of all I would like to start by 
saying, I have been involved all my life in 
the Irish community, whether it be the 
dance or other parts of the arts as long 
back as I can remember, my father also 
being a member of the Knights of Equity 
for well over 20 years, and it is what I like 
to call my group. I was an officer in the 
Knights of Equity for two years and it has 
been a real honor to be a part of the 
organization, along with Mr. Gavin and 
others that are here today. I would just 
like to read this resolution. 

MESSRS. CUSICK AND O’CONNOR 
PRESENT 

No. 1726 WHEREAS, on Friday, 
March 17, 1995, the Knights of Equity 
Court No. 9 and the Daughters of Erin 
will celebrate their 100th Annual St 
Patrick's Day Banquet and Dance at the 
Station Square Sheraton; and, 

WHEREAS, the Knights of Equity 
was founded in 1895 for the spiritual, 
material, and social development of 
Catholic Irish-Americans, the teaching of 
Irish history and culture, and the defense 
of the cause of freedom of the people of 
Ireland: and. 


WHEREAS, today members of the 
Knights of Equity and Daughters of Erin 
constitute a vast and energetic society, 
directing their efforts toward mutual 
assistance, helping the church, working 
for the cause of liberty for Ireland, and 
denouncing discrimination in all its 
hateful forms. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby extends its sincere 
best wishes for the success of it's 100th 
a nn u al St. Patrick's Day Banquet and 
Dance; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council extends its gratitude and 
appreciation to the Knights of Equity 
Court No. 9 and the Daughters of Erin, 
and all persons participating in the week’s 
centennial festivities. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to invite Jack Gavin, 
our past Worthy Sir Knight and past 
national Worthy Sir Knight, come up and 
say a few words on behalf of the 
organization. 

Mr. Gavin: 

Mr. President, Councilman Cusick, 
Councilman O’Connor, and distinguished 
Members of Council, this is a great 
privilege that I can accept this award. Our 
current Sir Knight, Tom Manion, couldn’t 
get out of work today, so they had asked 
me to take this proclamation, and this is 
going to be read on Friday evening at our 
100th anniversary, and it is at the 




Sheraton. Our 100th convention will be 
here in the City of Pittsburgh tire first 
week of October. 

And, not to belabor this but the 
Knights of Equity was founded in 
Cleveland, Ohio, 100 years ago to combat 
discrimination against the first generation - 
- or against actually the immigrant Irish 
that came to this country. There were 
signs from Cleveland and throughout 
Pittsburgh to Philadelphia and in the 
northeast, “If you are Irish, do not apply”. 
Thank the good Lord that we have put this 
discrimination behind us because we 
organized, we worked together as a team, 
and we started with the Labor Movement 
and we started in politics. Now the last 
bastion of domain that we have to break is 
occurring in northern Ireland, where 
discrimination up until this past year was 
blatantly, blatantly — how should I say it — 
abused. Fortunately with the peace 
process the last domain that we have is 
going to come to an end. Our organization 
and other organizations, like the Ancient 
Order of Iberians, our brother 
organization, were part of breaking this 
discrimination and we are very proud of it 

Again, thank you very much, and I 
wish you a very, very, very happy St 
Patrick's Day. 

The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor, do you 
have any words at this time. 

Mr. O’Connor 

Jack, I want to congratulate all of 
you and emphasize those words. We hope 
the peace process that President Clinton is 
pushing that weTl finally stop the 


discrimination in the north and that Ireland 
is finally free. 

Would Miss Smiling Irish Eyes 
come up with her court, George Swanson, 
any members of the Parade Co mmi ttee. 
Who are we missing? Kevin, you are here, 
right Maureen Kennedy is here and 
Kathleen Reilly with a court, and I will 
read this proclamation. We had a great, 
great weekend. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1727 WHEREAS, Pittsburgh's 
annual St Patrick's Day Parade, 
sponsored by the Irish Society for 
Education and Charity, Inc., will be held 
on Saturday, March 11,1995; and, 

WHEREAS, the St. Patrick's Day 
Parade was first held in 1869, and has 
grown in size and splendor since 1950, 
annually drawing thousands of 
enthusiastic Irish marchers, and tens of 
thousands of spectators to downtown 
Pittsburgh, and becoming the oldest and 
largest parade in Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, the spectacular 1995 
parade will feature 23,000 participants, 
twenty-five musical marching bands and 
bagpipers, cartoon characters, die 
County's Mounted Police Force, the Irish 
Wolfhounds, the Irish Setters, traditional 
Irish costumes, and creative floats; and, 

WHEREAS, Miss Smiling Irish 
Eyes of 1995, Maureen Kennedy, and her 
court members Kathleen Redly and 
Bonnie Gillespie, will reign as queens of 
the parade, exemplifying the strength, 
vitality and beauty of Pittsburgh's Irish 
community; and, 

WHEREAS, the parade will begin at 
9:30 a.m. at the Civic Arena, be led by 
Grand Marshall Patrick Francis 
McNamara down Centre Avenue, Sixth 
Avenue, Grant Street and the Blvd. of the 
Allies and conclude at the State Office 




Building, where the reviewing stand will 
be located. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend all 
of the organizers of and participants in 
the annual St. Patrick's Day Parade and, 
in the spirit of Pittsburgh's Irish 
community, does hereby declare the 
week of March 11 to March 18 to be "St 
Patrick's Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

SPONSORED BY COUNCILMEN 
BOB O’CONNOR AND JOE 
CUSICK; CO-SPONSORED BY 
COUNC3LMEMBERS DAN COHEN, 
JIM FERLO, ALAN HERTZBERG, 

valerie McDonald, dan 

ONORATO AND GENE RICCIARDI 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

And, I would have the Chairman of 
the Parade, Kevin Donohue, please come 
up and accept this plaque. 

Mr. Donohue: 

Thank you. Bob. Council 
President, Jim Ferlo, Counci linen and 
Council lady. This is a great honor to 
come down here with the Parade 
Co mmi ttee and receive this. This parade 
just didn’t happen, it started way back in 
September of last year and continuous 
meetings got us to where we were on 
Saturday, which in my opinion was the 
best parade that Pittsburgh has had on a St. 
Patrick’s Day affair since I was a child. 
There had to be close to - there was — 


over 25,000 participants, and I would have 
to say there was 150,000 people down here 
Saturday watching that parade, and what I 
felt so great about was seeing all the young 
families there participating in the fun. 

With that, I would just like to 
thank all of you. 

Maureen Kennedy: 

I would like to say thank you to the 
Parade Committee and then the S miling 
Irish Eyes Committee for achieving me 
and my court, Kathleen and Bonnie, 
they’ve been great Thank you. 

Kathleen Reilly: 

I would just like to thank everyone 
and to tell you how honored I am to be 
able to represent the Irish heritage along 
with Maureen and Bonnie. Thank you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

What can I say, the parade was the 
greatest It was absolutely — it was 
wonderful to see so many people out on 
the street I would like to make a couple 
mentions here today, and because it is so 
great is because of people like Kevin and 
his committee, the Parade Co mmi ttee, but 
we cannot forget the General, General Pat 
Landy, who leads most of the parades here 
in Pittsburgh each and every year and does 
just an outstanding job. 

I would like to congratulate Miss 
Irish Smiling Eyes and her court, you’re 
very beautiful and we are very proud to 
have both of you here today with us. 

And, I would like to make special 
mention of a Brother Knigh t of Equity, 




Patrick McNamara, who couldn’t be with 

us today. I think that is what made it so 
special to see Pat lead off the parade, and 
he has been such an important part of the 
Irish community for as long back as I can 
remember, and our prayers are with you, 
Pat, if you’re watching. 

The Chain 

You’re not going to mention that 
Sl Patrick was a Ro maic now, were you? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Actually somebody yelled at the 
Bishop, and he went, the Bish, you have to 
be quiet about that, at least this week. 

It was a great parade and a great 
turnout and the Gods were really smiling 
down on us, and I think if anyone deserved 
to be the Grand Marshall and maybe made 
it such a special day, was Pat McNamara. 

I would like George Swanson to 
come up and say a few words, the Vice 
President of the F.O.P. 

Mr. Swanson: 

Council President Ferlo, 
Councilman O’Connor and Cusick, the 
Parade Committee, if Patrick were here, 
it’s hard to say what Pat would say, but I 
know what he told me, he told me he was 
really honored and he was proud to be 
chosen as the Grand Marshall of the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. It was a hell of an 
honor that you bestowed upon him and I 
thank you for your foresight in picking 
him. Unfortunately, today he couldn’t be 
with us, he’s not feeling well. As Jimmy 
said, he’s back in the hospital, they're 
working on him. and if you could all 


extend your prayers and thoughts for 

hopefully he will be able to pull out of 
this. This is his third bout with Cancer, as 
everyone knows, and we miss him dearly 
because he is not around every day like he 
has always been in the past 

But, again, thank you all very 
much. The F.O.P. itself appreciates what 
you have done for him and he himself 
appreciates it Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, George. Thank you 
all. I would like to welcome Michael 
Lamb also out there, who is very active in 
the Irish community, our Deputy 
Prothonotary. Welcome, Michael. 

And, we’re going to get a little 
equal time here now with the ISDA, and I 
would like to bring up Councilman 
Onorato. If Judge Tamilia and his guests 
would come forward, please. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you, Mr. President, and 
colleagues. Yes, at this time we are going 
to have Pennsylvania Superior Court 
Judge, Patrick Tamilia, and Pat Tessicino, 
come forward, please. Judge Tamilia is 
also the President of the ISDA. 

Before I read the proclamation, let 
me just say, if I can add to the Irish Day 
Parade. I believe that was the largest 
crowd I have ever seen walking down 
Grant Street, and the celebrations that took 
place in the street hours following the 
parade in Market Square. It was just a 
great sight to see the City celebrating in 
Downtown, which truly is a safe place, 
and I thank the Irish Parade Committee for 




keeping Downtown so vital. It was a great 
showing. Thank you. 

And, I would just like to also say, 
in this Chambers, I think you really see 
what Pittsburgh is all about, which just a 
few weeks ago we were celebrating Black 
History, today you see the celebration of 
the Irish. We have a proclamation today 
from the Italians on something that is 
coming up in about 14 days. Pittsburgh 
truly is made up of a lot of different ethnic 
backgrounds, and that is what makes thic 
place so special because the pride 
everyone takes in their background, yet the 
cooperation we have among each group. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1728 WHEREAS, The Italian 
Sons and Daughters of America for over 
60 years has established a famil y and 
community picnic at Kennywood Park; 
and, 

WHEREAS, For more than 33 years 
in conjunction with that picnic, ISDA has 
treated orphans and special children to a 
day at Kennywood Park as members of 
the ISDA extended famil y; and 

WHEREAS, To fund this program, 
which will fete over 800 special children, 
the Annual Fair Lady Frolic will be held 
on Sunday, March 26, 1995, at the 
Pittsburgh Hilton at noon; and, 

WHEREAS, The success of the Fair 
Lady Frolic is essential to guarantee 
fulfillment of its theme, "Love a Child; 
Make a Difference.” as it applies to the 
800 children from most of the Pittsburgh 
area institutions. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh resolves to extend its 
support and appreciation to ISDA for this 
undertaking and encourages the 
Pittsburgh community to participate in 


making the Fair Lady Frolic on March 
26th at the Pittsburgh Hilton an 
overwhelming success. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

If I could just add before I turn it 
over to Judge Tamilia, one thing about 
Italian Day at Kennywood in the summer, 
a lot of times people forget what is 
happening that day. It is a celebration for 
the Italian and it is the largest day at 
Kennywood historically, but there are 800 
children that are also there, and that is a 
story that should be told. 

There was a time where I did not 
realize this was happening and I told 
myself that I am going to make sure we 
get this message out because it is a great 
story, 800 children with special needs are 
treated every year to an entire day at the 
park, and that is, lunch, the dinner and the 
free rides that are provided to them and 
they look forward to this. 

And, I want to thank the ISDA for 
continuing to do this over the years. And, 
at this time, the President of the ISDA and 
also the Pennsylvania Superior Court 
Judge, Patrick Tamilia. Judge. 

Judge Tamilia: 

Thank you. Councilman, President 
Ferlo, Members of Council. I have 
appeared in this Chambers on other 
occasions, like petitioning for group 





homes and when Mayor Murphy didn't 

want them, when he was a community 
advocate, and I think I swore in Mayor 
Caliguiri when he became a Councilman. 
And, Mayor Caliguiri was one of our 
officers, as was lima DiCenzo, you may 
not remember her, but she was an 
illustrious Member of this Council. Sal 
Sirabella, who is Deputy Mayor, is also an 
officer of the Italian Sons and Daughters 
of America. 

The Italian Sons and Daughters of 
America personifies I think what we must 
do more in this country today. We 
organized back about 1930 at the old 
Kingsley House. I was on the Committee 
for the County Commissioners’ 2001 
Project, and I was the Chair of the 
Criminal Justice and Public Safety 
Committee, and one of the big things that 
our committee said is, stop building jails 
and build community centers where we 
can bring people in who need help, where 
the community can help them to grow and 
prosper and become part of this. And, that 
has been kind of the theme of the Italian 
Sons and Daughters of America. 

In addition to the 800 orphans we 
feed every year at Kennywood, we also 
give 180 scholarships to children of ISDA 
Members. At Christmas we have what we 
call a “Shoe Box” Program, where we give 
3,000 shoe boxes with little things that 
people and institutions need. We go to the 
institutions and give them those kinds of 
gifts. Each lodge, and we have maybe 300 
lodges, not only in Pittsburgh but in most 
of the eastern part of this country, gives 
scholarships and they do individual things 
for their children and the people that are 
shut-ms. In Cleveland we run a home for 
the elderly. Villa Rosa. 


So, it is possible, with community 

activism and with self-guided and self- 
serving — it’s really self-serving — 
dedication to the needs of our community, 
that we can help and we don’t have to 
always look to the Federal Government 
because they’re going to let you down 
every time. 

I have been in public work all of 
my life and the theme of this year’s Fair 
Lady Frolic is “Love a Child: Make a 
Difference”, and you saw the people from 
NOW, who were here. If children were 
not abused, if children were not neglected 
when they were infants and they got the 
kind of love and attention they needed, we 
could stop building jails, we wouldn't 
need mental institutions. We could do 
many, many other things. We could fulfill 
the potential that these children have when 
they’re bom, which we deny and we 
repress by not giving them what they need. 
And, in this small way the Italians in this 
community, the Italian-Americans — and 
we’re really mixed up, my wife is German 
and we’re married to Irish — but, there is 
no pure Italian in this community but we — 
and you can belong even though — Franco 
Harris belongs to the ISDA. It is not the 
kind of thing where we are putting forth 
our Italian first, we’re saying, give the 
Italian culture and family to the 
community, let it be used to make the 
community better and stronger, and that is 
what this is about 

And, I appreciate, Dan, that you 
have done this, that you brought this to the 
attention of Council because it is a story 
that I think should be told, not because it 
gives us any glory but because it helps the 
communities understand better ways of 
doing things. Thank you very much. 





Pat, do you want to say anything? 
She’s the Chair Lady, she doesn’t want to 
speak, but this woman is working very 
hard to raise about $45,000.00 that we 
need to do this. 

Ms. Tessidno: 

I just would like to thank all of you 
for this opportunity to receive this 
wonderful presentation. And, hopefully if 
some of you would like to come to the 
fashion show on Sunday, March 26th, we 
would like to see you there. Thank you. 

Judge Tamilia: 

We’re trying to get a thousand 
people there. Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Judge, very much. 
And, Judge, I am all Calabrese, by the 
way. 1 am all Calabrese, just so you know. 

At this time I would like to call 
forward Robert Abraham, Frank Heller, 
Gail Hendricks, Donna Pollen, David King 
and Hany Dobroski. 

As they are walking forward, 
colleagues. Mr. President, this is probably 
one of many proclamations we are going 
to see in this Chambers over the years as 
the great debate goes on of what the 
Federal Government should do, shouldn’t 
do, should cut, shouldn’t cut, what should 
be funded, and I feel strongly about this 
particular one, and I appreciate the support 
that I am receiving from my colleagues. 
This is about the Amtrak and the Federal 
Train System. I am going to read the 
proclamation, which is fairly long, and 
then hear a few words here. 


MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1729 WHEREAS, the federal 
government has expressed its intention to 
drastically further reduce funding for 
Amtrak, and, 

WHEREAS, Amtrak has responded 
by announcing severe service reductions 
which would dramatically diminish 
Amtrak's overall viability and restrict 
travel options to the American public, 
and, 

WHEREAS, each year Amtrak 
pumps $800 million into the national 
economy in direct salary payments and 
$500 million in goods and services 
purchased, of which Amtrak annually 
spends approximately $75 million for 
goods and services in Pennsylv ania and, 

WHEREAS, the taxes on the 
salaries and the sales of supplies to 
Amtrak exceeds its annual federal 
subsidy of $912 million, while 
stimulating the economy, providing 
thousands of jobs and maintainin g a 
national transportation system, an d, 

WHEREAS, since 1971, federal 
subsidies to Amtrak have declined while 
federal subsidies to highway and air 
travel have increased and, considering 
inflation from 1982 to 1991, aviation 
subsidies were up 97% and highway 
subsidies were up 25% while subsidies to 
Amtrak were down 36% . and, 

WHEREAS, in FY 1994 the federal 
subsidy for highways was almost $20 
billion and the federal subsidy to aviation 
was more than $8.6 billion while the 
federal subsidy to rail passenger was only 
$912 million, and, 

WHEREAS, Amtrak directly 
employs nearly 25,000 people in addition 
to the tens of thousands of equipment 
manufacturers and supply workers who 
depend on their employers' Amtrak 
contracts, the taxes on which salaries and 
on the sales of supplies to Amtrak 


exceeds the federal investment in 

Amtrak; and, 

WHEREAS, Amtrak employs over 
3,500 Pennsylvania residents whose 
annual earnings are approximately $109 
million; and, 

WHEREAS, Amtrak is an important 
component in meeting the Clean Air Act 
requirements to reduce the emissions that 
are destroying the ozone level and 
polluting our environment while 
simultaneously providing a means of 
reducing highway congestion; and, 

WHEREAS, one rail line can carry 
the equivalent of 16 highway lanes and 
yet the cost of improving existing rail 
rights-of-way is lower and has less 
environmental impact than building a 
new airport or highway; and, 

WHEREAS, Amtrak is energy 
efficient, consuming just 54 % of the 
energy per passenger mile that domestic 
airlines consume, a factor which has 
increasing importance as the United 
States continues to become more 
dependent on foreign oil as demonstrated 
by the fact that last year, for the first time 
in history, we imported more than 50% 
of our oil; and, 

WHEREAS, no transportation 
system operates without subsidies, 
although Amtrak's coverage of operating 
costs from revenues has risen from 53% 
in 1983 to 79% in 1991; and, 

WHEREAS, ridership on Amtrak 
continues to grow efficiently; Amtrak’s 
62 billion passenger miles in 1993 were 
24% above the inter-city passenger miles 
handled by the private railroads in 1970 
when there were twice as many trains on 
a much larger route structure while 
further growth has been restrained by 
funding reductions; and, 

WHEREAS, ridership in 
Pennsylvania for FY 1994 was over 4 
million passengers; and. 


WHEREAS, the overall extensive 

economic and environmental benefits 
provided by Amtrak combined with its 
importance as a growing and dependable 
part of our national transportation system 
warrants increasing federal support for its 
continued growth, rather than a 
reduction. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh DOES HEREBY: 

1. Urge the President and Congress 
to support the necessary funding to 
m ai nt a in Amtrak's existing route 
structure and service levels and to 
support its continued growth. 

2. Request the President and 
Congress to treat Amtrak fairly as a vital 
segment of our transportation system and 
to refrain from making profitability 
demands or other unfair or unreasonable 
economic demands on Amtrak that it 
does not make on the other transportation 
modes. 

3. Request Congress to enact 
legislation to excuse Amtrak from paying 
the fuel taxes which are not required of 
the airlines. 

4. Request Congress to provide 
federal legislation permitting the use of 
highway trust funds or establish an 
alternative dedicated source of funding 
for inter-city rail service. 

5. That a true and correct copy of 
this RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF 
AMTRAK be sent to each Member of the 
Pennsylvania Congressional delegation 
and to the President of the United States 
advising them of our action and 
requesting their full support for Amtrak. 

SPONSORED BY 

COUNCTLMEMBERS DAN 

ONORATO, JOE CUSICK, JIM 
FERLO, ALAN HERTZBERG, 

valerie McDonald, bob 

O'CONNOR, GENE RICCIARDI. 






MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. R1CC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Real briefly, colleagues. I 
understand that there are going to be a lot 
of tough cuts, cuts that probably are 
necessary; however, if you look at the 
National Railroad System and just look 
across the ocean to Europe and what they 
have done with the high rail trains, and 
also in Japan, what they have done with 
high rail trains. We can no longer 
continue just to build these super 
highways, which this City has experienced 
in the last 30 or 40 years and seeing how it 
just guts entire neighborhoods, if it’s the 
East Street Valley, Route 65, the 
Parkways, you name it It is major 
relocation and all it does is encourage 
more cars to come into the urban centers. 

Amtrak and a rail system, a good 
rail system, is not only good for 
transportation and the economy but I think 
it is very vital to the national interest of the 
United States and it has been proven over 
and over again on other continents that this 
is the way to go and I would hate to see us 
eliminate the rail system and rely totally 
on just air travel and on automobile or bus 
travel. 

At this time, who would like to be 
the spokesperson and say a few words? 

Ms. Hendricks: 

Hi. my name is Gail Hendricks and 
I am an Amtrak Ticket Agent. I would 


like to thank the Pittsburgh City Council 
and especially Councilman Onorato for 
your interest and particularly for your 
resolution and support of Amtrak. Of 
course, my interest is quite personal in 
Amtrak but I also extend an interest in rail 
passenger service as a vital service to the 
community. It is something that I believe 
we really shouldn’t let die and if we don’t 
show interest and support at this time I 
have a feeling that we will lose the service 
or a good bit of it here in Pittsburgh. We 
do serve the community, we have a 
particular group of the co mmunit y that 
uses Amtrak, Senior Citizens, students, 
families with children. We would like to 
see service improved and also service to 
Pittsburgh to grow. With the support of 
the community and especially with 
institutions such as Pittsburgh City 
Council, I think that is very significant and 
meaningful. 

I, once again, would like to thank 
you for your time and attention, especially 
to this resolution. 

Mr. Heller: 

I, too, would like to thank the City 
Council for showing their interest in 
Amtrak and its service in Pennsylvania 
here. 

Just a couple more facts about 
Amtrak in Pennsylvania. There are 60 
frequencies every day within the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and they 
do haul over four million people a year in 
the Commonwealth. The City of 
Pittsburgh, the station there regularly 
serves well over a hundred thousand 
people a year. That is quite remarkable 
when you consider that four out of the five 


services that utilize Pittsburgh are totally 

reserved trains. 

We have a very successful story in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, it is 
called “The Pennsylvanian Train”. It runs 
between Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and New 
York daily. That train regularly hauls 
about 550 people every day. It is a very 
successful service, it is one of the most 
successful 403(b) stories in the Amtrak 
history. 

The Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania currently in its present 
budget also has money set aside for a 
second Pennsylvanian train between 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and New York. 
Amtrak has not chosen to do anything with 
that, and we would like to see the second 
tram. 

Again, I would like to thank you 
for your support of Amtrak and we 
certainly appreciate it, particularly with the 
critical funding that is going to be coming 
down the line in the future. Thank you 
very much. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Most importantly, trains are a lot of 
fun. You forgot to mention that. The best 
way to travel. Amtrak. 

If there are any public meetings or 
any Congressional hearings you would 
like Councilmembers to attend, please let 
us know. 


Mr. Hellen 

Fine. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Good luck. 

At this time I would like to call on 
Councilman Ricciardi and Councilman 
Cusick. We have a friend, a gentleman 
who has been very patiently waiting for 
the last hour. Steve, would you like to 
come forward and your other guests. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

I would like to invite Steve to 
come forward. Colleagues, this is a very 
special resolution today. There is no 
denying the fact that here in the City of 
Pittsburgh there are hungry people and 
there are special people such as Steve out 
there that are making a difference. And, 
on that note, I would like to read a 
resolution and then ask Mr. Cusick to 
present it to Steve. 

MESSRS. RICCIARDI AND CUSICK 
PRESENT 

No. 1730 WHEREAS, V & S Auto 
Parts, a family business owned by Victor 
Sr., Victor Jr. and Steve Lundnski, will 
sponsor the 3rd Annual Great Oil 
Giveaway to benefit St Paul of the Cross 
Monastery Food Bank on March 17th, 
18th and 19th at V & S Auto Parts Store, 
2116 Brownsville Road; and, 

WHEREAS, V & S Auto Parts will 
perform their famous Oil Change Service 
featuring Monarch and Fram Oil filters, 
including their 25-point visual check-up 
and chassis lube, in exchange for a 
donation of $10.00 or more worth of 
non-perishable food items; and. 




WHEREAS, according to Father 
Dan, C.P., of St. Paul of the Cross 
Passionist Monastery, many individuals 
and families who came to die Passionist 
Monastery benefited from this creative 
way to offer help last year; and, 

WHEREAS, the goal this year is to 
increase participation and exceed last 
year’s $3,000 worth of donations to the 
Food Bank. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby congratulates V & S 
Auto Parts for their thoughtfulness, time 
and generosity with this effort; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares March 17th, 18th and 19th, 1995 
as "V & S Auto Parts Days" in the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

MR. RICC1AKDI moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Colleagues, not only does Steve 
and V & S Auto Parts donate such a large 
amount of food items to St Paul’s 
Monastery, but it costs them to raise this 
type of benefit to St Paul’s. 

So, I would like to ask Mr. Cusick, 
who is also personal friends with Steve, if 
he could present this resolution. Thank 
you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. Councilman Ricciardi. 
Steve is not only a great part of the Canick 


community but he has become a good 
friend to me and to others. 

This past Christmas I went to Steve 
and asked him for some help in trying to 
get some toys together and some thing* for 
a family that were a little less fortunate 
this year, and Steve was there and 
continues to be there whenever called on. 

I think that a lot of you will 
remember Steve from the days of Chilly 
Billy, when Steve’s name was Stephen, 
and he was the castle prankster and he 
entered our homes and provided us a form 
of entertainment and something that 
Pittsburghers got used to, and Steve 
continues to do that in his community and 
that is through his love for his fellow 
Pittsburghers. 

And, Steve, I am very happy to 
present this to you. Thank you. 

Mr. Luucinski: 

Thank you. I would like to thank 
Councilman Ricciardi, Counc ilman 
Cusick, City Council President Ferlo and 
all Members of City Council for this 
award. 

Hunger in America and hunger in 
Pittsburgh is a need that everyone needs to 
address, and I hope that this weekend, 
March 17th, 18th and 19th, that everyone 
viewing these proceedings today will join 
my family. Bill Cardfile and many 
Members of City Council to help promote 
St. Paul’s Monastery Food Bank. 

As my family has always taught 
me, my mother and my father, and as I 
have taught my children Stephen and 
Zachary, that we all must work together. 




that no man is an island and that everyone 
is in some way our brother's keeper, and if 
you can help us, it would be very 
appreciated- Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I just 
wanted to say that I have just recently had 
the privilege of meeting and getting to 
know Steve Luncinski and he is a dynamo, 
absolutely a dynamo. I had the great 
privilege of riding with him at the St 
Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, and I 
want to tell you it was an interesting 
occurrence, because I was sitting there in 
the back of the car waving to people, 
hoping that they would wave back and 
recognize me, and Steve was in the front 
of the car and everybody was saying, 
“Hey, Steve. How are you, Steve?” 
Everybody was acknowledging Steve. So, 
if he runs for political office, we’re all in 
trouble, or at least I’m in trouble. 

I just want to say that he does a 
terrific job and this is just a terrific effort 
for the hungry in our community, and I 
want to congratulate Councilman Ricciardi 
and Councilman Cusick for proclaiming 
this day to be V & S Auto Parts Day in the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Steve, for all your hard 
work in the community, it is very much 
appreciated. 


At this time I would ask the Clerk 
to read the proclamation from Mr. Onorato 
and Mr. Cohen. 

MESSRS. COHEN AND ONORATO 
PRESENT 

No. 1731 WHEREAS, Title m of 
the Older Americans Act of 1965, the 
Senior Nutrition Program, provides 
essential nutritional services to 
Pittsburghers over the age of 60 at 18 
sites City-wide and through the 
Home-Delivered "Meals-on-Wheels" 

programs for the homebound elderly; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Senior Nutrition 
Program is an integral component of a 
comprehensive aging service system 
aimed at maintainin g the independence 
and dignity of older American?; by 
supporting family and community-based 
caregivers who provide health services to 
the elderly in their homes; and, 

WHEREAS, the Senior Nutrition 
Program is a positive example of a 
public/private partnership in which 
private firms and local volunteers 
supplement and enhance a base of federal 
financial support; and, 

WHEREAS, the older Americans 
who participate in the Senior Nutrition 
Program pay for the costs of the program 
themselves as much as their own 
financial situation allows, contributing 
SI 71 million nationally in addition to 
volunteering their own labor to carry out 
the operations of the program; and, 

WHEREAS, the so-called "Personal 
Responsibility Act of 1995" proposed by 
the current Congressional leadership 
originally called for the consolidation of 
major nutrition programs, including the 
Senior Nutrition Program, into Food 
Assistance Block Grants to the states at 
sharply reduced funding for each 
program; and. 





WHEREAS, the "Personal 
Responsibility Act of 1995" originally 
did not provide a federal funding floor 
for the Senior Nutrition Program that 
would guarantee that this important 
nutrition program is not severely cut or 
removed altogether. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh opposes any potential future 
attempts to reduce the current level of 
funding for the Senior Nutrition P ro gram 
because of the very detrimental effects 
that such cuts would have on Pittsburgh's 
elderly citizens. 

„ AND, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh urges the President of the 
United Stales and Pennsylvania's 
Congressional delegation to oppose the 
"Personal Responsibility Act of 1995" 
and any proposed reductions in the 
funding for the Senior Nutrition Program. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

I think the resolution is self- 
explanatory, thanks to Mr. Onorato and 
Mr. Cohen for leading the charge, 
yesterday I saw them on the news, it 
looked good, and I think we really need to 
be out front on the issues involving other 
human service cutbacks. 

At this time I would like to move 
to Presentation of Papers. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 


No. 1732 Resolution amending 
Resolution #314, effective May 16, 1994, 
entitled, “Providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements, or use of existing 
Agreements, and/or a Contract or 
Contracts, or use of existing Contracts, 
and providing for the purchase of 
equipment and materials in connection 
with Major Court Renovations;” by 
increasing the total project allocation by 
$50,000.00 from $50,000.00 to 
$100,000.00; chargeable to and payable 
from the following Code Accounts; EC94- 
122, and EC95-122. 

Also, 

No. 1733 Resolution adopting 
Official Sewage Facilities Plan Revision 
for the Greenfield Terrace Housing for 
Seniors located on Lydia Street at the 
intersection of Alger Street in the 22nd 
Ward of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Co mm i tt ee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR. CUSICK moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bills 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1734 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the Mayor to issue and the 
City Controller to countersign a warrant in 
the amount of Twenty-Four Thousand 



Ninety-Four Dollars and Ninety-One 

Cents ($24,094.91) to the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania representing the final 
payment required for unclaimed funds for 
the year 1986. 

Also, 

No. 1735 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the Mayor to issue anH the 
City Controller to countersign a warrant in 
the amount of Ten Thousand Seven 
Hundred Sixty-Eight Dollars and Forty- 
Eight Cents ($10,768.48) to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
representing the initial payment required 
for unclaimed funds for die year 1987. 

MR ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the 
bills only until or after the cal endar day 
following the meeting in which the hills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MIL RICC1AKD1 seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1736 An Ordinance amending 
and supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, 
Title One, Administrative, Article DC, 
Personnel, Chapter 191, Retirement and 
Severance Pay, by amending and 
supplementing Section 191.09, Retiree 
Life Insurance. 

Also, 

No. 1737 Resolution providing for 
an extension of the Professional Services 
Agreement with Sedgwick James for the 
administration of the City's Workers' 


Compensation Program for a period of 

three months beginning April 1, 1995 and 
ending June 30,1995, at cost not to exceed 
One Hundred Seventy-Five Thousand 
Dollars ($175,000.00) from Code Account 
44, Workers’ Compensation, Department 
of Finance. 

Also, 

No. 1738 Resolution carrying over 
balances or portions thereof remaining in 
certain code accounts for the year 1994 to 
the same or to other code accounts for the 
year 1995.—(SPONSORED BY DAN 
ONORATO) 

Also, 

No. 1739 Resolution providing for 
the filing of a petition or petitions for the 
sale of certain property or properties 
acquired at tax sales, in accordance with 
Act No. 171 of 1984, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chain 

We have one Unfinished Business 
matter, and that is the appointment of 
Loretta O’Brien. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1688 Resolution appointing 
Loretta O’Brien, 10 Fairfield Court 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201, as a Member of the 





City of Pittsburgh’s Planning 
Commission, with a term to expire January 
1,1996. 

Which was read. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1658 


The Chain 


Roll call vote on the appointment 

The ayes and noes were talc*n 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


AYES 7 NOES none 


And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmati ve the 
appointment of Ms. O’Brien was 
approved. 

The Chain 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the insurance of a warrant in 
fevor of Consolidated Rail Corporation in 
the amount of $21,242.48 in payment of 
Railroad Flagging Services required for 
the Bridge Safety Inspection of the South 
12th Street Bridge; charging the same to 
Code Account EC 94-57.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hear ing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


Ms. O’Brien is appointed to the 
Planning Commission as a new member, 
and we wish her well. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


MR- ONORATO PRESENTED 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


Bill No. 1740 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for March 8, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 


AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bill passed finally. 




Also, 

BUI No. 1660 

A Resolution entitled. Resolution 
supplementing the City of Pittsburgh 
Rules of Council by amending Rule XV, 
providing a deadline of 30 days for 
Council's President to schedule public 
hearings.”—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
HERTZBERG AND MR RICCIARDI) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? I believe Mr. Hertzberg has an 
amendment to offer. Councilman 
Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
President. On Bill No. 1660, first, I would 
like to have my comments forward. 

(REMARKS- SEE ADDENDUM) 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

And, we received an opinion from 
the Solicitor, and that is what this 
amendment is about And, I am going to 
move to amend by substitution, by adding 
an additional sentence, that has been 
circulated to everybody. 

The Chain 

Move to amend the existing bill 
that we have with the additional language? 


Mr. Hemberg: 

Yes. 

MR RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

Seconded. All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

On this bill, any comments? 

Mr. Cusick: 

1660, yes, I would like my 
comments brought forward. 

(REMARKS- SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you, 

Ms. McDonald: 

Comments brought forward, Mr. 
President 

(REMARKS - ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Any other comments? Hearing 
none, the bill is now ready for final action. 
All in favor of the passage of the bill will 
vote “aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 




Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 5 NOES 3 

VOTING NO: 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ferlo 

Ms. McDonald (Pres’t) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1671 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of SS,000.00 to Ronald Bonasso, 
and Joanne Bonasso, do Marsha A. 
Landers, Esquire, Williams Savor & 
Zhukas, 300 Sixth Avenue Building, Suite 
275, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 in full and 
final settlement of an accident which 
occurred at the intersection of Midland and 
Clemshaw Avenues.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1672 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $5,000.00 to Logan & Logan, 
3201 Grant Building, Pittsburgh, PA 
15219, in full and final settlement of an 
Employment Discrimination Claim filed 
by their client Charles Morrison.” 


Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1673 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the periodic issuance of 
warrants in favor of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania to pay the City of Pittsburgh 
JTPA Program’s share of the statewide on¬ 
line computer system cost for the period 
July 1, 1994 through June 30, 1995. The 
total of the warrants will not exceed 
Twenty-Six Thousand Two Hundred 
Ninety-One Dollars ($26,291.00) ” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

Ms. McDonald (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

(MR. RICCIARDI ABSTAINING) 



And there being two-thirds of the 

votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1674 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the conveyance by the City 
of Pittsburgh of certain property under Act 
No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second Class 
City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

BUI No. 1741 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services and 
Budget for March 8, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1676 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a Contract or 
Contracts, or the use of existing Contracts 
for concrete repairs for the Department of 
Public Works, payable from Code Account 
3-01-40-0050-95, Concrete Repairs, at a 
cost not to exceed Fifty-Seven Thousand 
($57,000.00) Dollars, Concrete Repairs, 
Department of Public Works.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


BUI No. 1677 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a Contract or 
Contracts, or the use of existing Contracts 
for repairs and emergencies at various 
facilities for the Department of Public 
Works, at a cost not to exceed Seventy 
Thousand ($70,000.00) Dollars, payable 
from Code Account 3-10-40-0040-95, 
Major Repairs and Emergencies, 
Department of PubUc Works.” 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


Which was read. 
Also, 




Bill No. 1678 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a Contract or 
Contracts, or the use of existing Contracts 
for Asphalt Repairs for the Department of 
Public Works, payable from Code Account 
3-01-40-0030-95, Asphalt Repairs, at a 
cost not to exceed Ninety-One Thousand 
($91,000.00) Dollars, Asphalt Repairs, 
Department of Public Works.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1679 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a Contract or 
Contracts, or the use of existing Contracts 
for Play Area Safety Improvements for the 
Department of Public Works, payable 
from Code Account 3-01-40-0054-95, at a 
cost not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty 
Thousand (S250,000.00).” 


Bill No. 1681 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a Contract or 
Contracts, or the use of existing Contracts 
for fence repairs for the Department of 
Public Works, payable from Code Account 
3-01-40-0070-95, at a cost not to exceed 
Fifty Thousand ($50,000.00) Dollars.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I would just like my comments 
brought forward on Bill 1679, please. 

(REMARKS- SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 


Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1680 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a Contract or 
Contracts, or the use of existing Contracts 
for the installation of picnic shelters at a 
cost not to exceed Thirty Thousand 
($30,000.00) Dollars, payable from Code 
Account 3-01-40-0080-95, Erect Non- 
permit Pre-fab Picnic Shelters. Department 
of Public Works.” 

Also, 


Any other comments? Hearing 
none, the bills are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O'Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 




AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finall y 

The Chain 

Under Pl annin g Zoning and Land 
Use, the Chair Presents. We have three 
bills that have a negative recommendation, 
if we could take those first 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1742 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for March 8, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with a NEGATIVE 
recommendation. 

Bill No. 1498 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, Article m. Chapter 921, Section 
921.02, Zoning district Map Nos. 7 and 8, 
by changing from “Rl” One-Family 
Residence District to “AP” 
Residential/Commercial Planned Unit 
Development District all that certain 
property bounded by: McKinney Lane, 
the “AP” zoning district boundary line 
located along the northerly side of 
McKinney Lane and east of the City of 
Pittsburgh and Greentree Borough 
municipal boundary line, the “S” zoning 
district boundary line located north of 
McKinney Lane, and Lot 4, Block 18-S in 
the Allegheny County Block & Lot 


System, 20th Ward.”—NEGATIVE 

RECOMMENDATION 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1682 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 459 of May 7, 
1992, entitled Resolution providing for an 
Agreement or Agreements with the 
Oakland Transportation Resource Center 
to provide ^miniqrmwg/npp ratiTig 
support to the Agency in an amount not to 
exceed $15,000.00,’ so as to change the 
name-of the group to the OAKLAND 

TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT 

ASSOCIATION, a nd _ to change the 

BUmose. of the fimds_to per mit the 

acomsition of BIKE RACKS FOR THE 

OAKLAND _NEIGHBORHOOD 

CHARGEABLE TO AND PAYABLE 
FROM THE 1992 CDBG Program”— 
NEGATIVE RECOMMENDATION 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1683 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
approving a Conditional Use Exception 
under Section 993.01(a)A(7) of the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning, 
Article V, Chapter 993, to Thomas M. 
Zilles for authorization to convert an 
existing two-story structure located at 248 
South Euclid Avenue into a 50-bed work 
release facility to be operated by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Corrections 
on property zoned “C3” Commercial 
District, 8th Ward.” (Council District No. 












9)—NEGATIVE 
RECOMMENDATION 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

I would like to respectfully ask that 
we entertain a motion to recommit Bill 
1682, which was the use of the block grant 
money for the bike racks. Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Only I asked for information on it 
and it hasn’t come yet, and I think we all 
need a little more detail. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

Right, I think we need some more 
discussion. 

Motion to recommit has been maHt* 
by Mr. O’Connor and seconded. All in 
favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

The bill is recommitted. On the 
two remaining bills, 1498, on the 
McKinney Lane, Bill 1683, on the 
corrections facility, which we were 
opposed to, is there any discussion on 
these two bills? Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

On 1498, I would like my 
comments brought forward. 


(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

I would like my comments brought 
forward on 1498 and 1683. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Let’s bring all comments forward 
on both bills for all colleagues. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to just ask Mr. 
Hertzberg if he would reconsider giving 
Mr. Kossman a couple weeks to try to 
work out and iron out some of the 
problems in regards to this piece of 
legislation. After talking to the Mayor and 
Ms. Hirsh, it seems that there could have 
been some type of compro mis e^ and I 
would only ask only if he would be willing 
to hold for two weeks? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

No, I am not willing to do that I 
do not see any compromise available on 
this. The situation there is such that it will 
take millions of dollars before the 
problems being experienced by the people 
on McKinney Lane are ever going to be 





resolved and it might be millions of dollars 

that the City should have spent, and also 
the developer, as well, has a lot to resolve 
before we can do anything in this 
particular area because any further 
additional development on this road is just 
exacerbating a situation that is already 
intolerable. And, so, I don't see that there 
is anything that can be done but to vote no 
on this. I am asking all my colleagues to 
vote no on this again 

The Chain 

Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. I am pleased to see 
that Councilman Hertzberg, who 
represents the district, is unwilling to 
reconsider the bill. I just believe, from 
listening very closely at the public hearing 
and doing some research on it, that the 
developer has a very poor track record in 
the neighborhood and if he has a poor 
track record I am not sure if continued 
negotiations or discussions with him 
would help at all. So, 1 am willing and 
very pleased to see that we are going to 
hopefully defeat this. 

The Chain 

Thank you. I have spoke clearly in 
opposition to the zoning bill and I do not 
agree with the zoning bill as it worded; 
however. I am going to abstain on this bill 
because I differ with my colleague Mr. 
Hertzberg; that I do not think it is a 
situation where absolutely something 
cannot be worked out I respect his view 
point, I respect his advocacy on behalf of 
these residents. I am opposed to the 
present bill; however. I am abstaining 


because I would like to see the bill tabled. 

So, then if the Mayor’s Office and the 
residents, with Mr. Hertzberg. could reach 
some accommodation, as the last letter that 
I received, one of the residents had 
suggested, with their closing remarks, 
about downsizing the size of the building 
and some other points, to mitigate the site, 
I saw that as an opening where the 
residents would give some consideration 
to development 

In the present form I do not support 
the bill; however, in terms of the 
practicality of trying to see some good 
development that is not detrimental to the 
neighborhood, I am abstaining, and I 
respectfully disagree with my colleague, in 
hopes basically that the bill would be 
tabled and brought back later if it is 
something that the residents would 
support 

Any other discussion? Let’s do 
this separately on Bill 1498, regarding the 
McKinney Lane rezoning. Let’s have a 
roll call vote on that 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

VOTING NO: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 0 NOES 5 

(mr. cusick, ms. McDonald and 

MR. FERLO, PRES’T, ABSTAINING) 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council not being in the affirmative, the 
bill was defeated.. 





The Chair: 


Bill 1683, regarding the corrections 
facility, any discussion? This was the 50- 
bed facility that we all unanimously voted 


Roll call vote on the Bill 1683. 


m a n a g er, with parking to accommodate 
four automobiles, on property zoned “R4” 
Multiple-Family Residence District, 22nd 
Ward” (COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 6)— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO 

Which was read. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


VOTING NO: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYESO 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES 8 


And the majority of the votes of 
Council not being in the affirmative, the 
bill was defeated. 


Bill No. 1629 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the submission of an 
application to the Department of 
Community Affairs for Emergency Shelter 
Grants Program for fiscal year 1995.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 


The Chain 

Bill 1683, Conditional Use, is 
defeated. The remaining two bills, I 
believe. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1711 


Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Cleric will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
renewing Resolution No. 774, approved by 
City Council and effective on June 17, 
1993 and Resolution No. 342. approved by 
City Council and effective on May 20, 
1994, authorizing Arch Court, Inc., to 
construct a four-story structure located at 
1310 Arch Street with 39 units of housing 
for the elderly and one unit for a resident 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 



The bills having received the 

legally required number of votes are 
passed finall y. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 1743 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for March 8, 1995, transmitting sundry 
resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1661 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Resolution #973, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, ‘Adopting and 
approving the 1995 Capital Budget and the 
1995 Community Development Block 
Grant Program; and approving the 1995 
through 2000 Capital Improvement 
Program,’ by increasing a Line Item.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1662 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
for the EPA Brownfields PUot Program, at 
an amount not to exceed Two Hundred 
Thousand ($200,000.00) Dollars.” 

Which was read. 

Also 


BUI No. 1663 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh to submit an 
application to the Pennsylvania Office of 
the Budget for a Grant of Strategy 21 
Funds in the amount of $2,500,000.00 for 
the Heinz Hall Renovation Project” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1664 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement with 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh providing for the designation of 
$2,500,000.00 in Foundation Grants for 
the Heinz Hall Renovation Project as the 
local share for a grant applied for in an 
application for Strategy 21 Funds filed 
with the Pennsylvania Office of the 
Budget” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1665 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh to submit an 
application to the Pennsylvania Office of 
the Budget for a grant of Strategy 21 
Funds in the amount of $13,500,000.00 for 
the Three Rivers Stadium Project” 

Which was read. 

Also, 




Bill No. 1666 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement with 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh providing for the designation of 
$13,500,000.00 in Stadium Authority and 
other public funds for the Three Rivers 
Stadium Project as the local share for a 
grant applied for in an application for 
Strategy 21 funds filed with the 
Pennsylvania Office of the Budget” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1667 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh to submit an 
application to the Pennsylvania Office of 
the Budget for a grant in the amount of 
S2.000.000.00 for the Duquesne 
University Environmental Research and 
Education Center Project” 

Which was read. 

Also. 

Bill No. 1668 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement with 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh providing for the designation of 
$2,500,000.00 of private funds for the 
Duquesne University Environmental 
Research and Education Center Project as 
the local share for a grant applied for in an 
application for Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Program Funds filed with the 
Pennsylvania Office of the Budget.” 


Which was read. 

The Chair; 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President, I would like all my 
comments brought forward on Bills 1663 
through 1668. 

(REMARKS -SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

I would like my comments brought 
forward on 1661,62 and 68. 

(REMARKS -SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Any other comments? Hearing 
none, the bills are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 




Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Preset) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 
BUI No. 1744 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for March 8, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
Bill No. 1656 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the Director of the 
Department of General Services, in her 
capacity as the Superintendent of the 
bureau of Cable Communications, to file a 
complaint with the Federal 
Communications Commission c hallenging 
the reasonableness of the proposed 
increase in the rates of TCI of 
Pennsylvania, Inc., in the FCC Form 1210, 
dated February 22, 1995 and to demand a 
hearing in connection therewith ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman Cohen. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President. This 
bill was recommitted at the urging of 
Councilman Hertzberg in order to get the 
advice of the Cable Advisory 
Commission. That meeting was last night. 
I was not present at it but Deborah 
Miskovich was. I spoke with her this 
morning. They certainly had an extended 
discussion on the whole issue of TCI and 
cable but they had no opposition at all to 
this bill. 

I want to make it clear what is 
going on with TCI, however, and that is 
that the President, or the General Manag er 
of TCI, came to City Hall on Thursday to 
meet with Deborah Miskovich and Ashley 
Schannauer from our Law Department 
They are threatening us, they are saying 
that we better not file this bill, we better 
not file a complaint against TCI, we better 
not reject their increase in the Basic 
Service, which we do have authority over, 
we better not go ahead and lower our late 
fees, because if not, then they’re going to 
raise rates, they’re going to file suit. I say, 
go ahead and file suit, so that we have a 
chance of bringing this before a judge. 
And, we have to fight TCI tooth and nail, 
because they’ve gone too far, and they’ve 
gone too far because they’re a monopoly, 
they’ve gone too far because they are an 
abusive monopoly. 

I don’t care how powerful they are, 
but let me make it clear, this is just one 
more step that we’re taking today with this 
bill. They are going to increase the 
pressure on us, every one of us, to not take 
the next steps, and the next steps are 
rejecting their Basic Rate increase. 
TheyTl say. you don’t have substantial 
support you don’t have this. They got 




their team of lawyers saying that we can’t 
reject their Basic Rate increase. That’s 
coming up next That’s coming up 
tomorrow. And, 'when it comes to the late 
fee, they’re going to say, you can’t reduce 
the late fee because cable companies all 
over the country have a $3.00 late fee and 
a 20-day billing cycle, even though every 
other company, utility, department store, 
whatever, has a 30-day billing cycle. 

So, that’s what’s coming up. This 
is the first step. Everybody has been 
supportive on this. I just ask, when TCI 
starts putting the pressure on us for the 
next steps, that we stick together as a body 
and say, enough is enough. 


Any other discussion? Hearing 
none, the bill is now ready for final action. 
All in favor of the passage of the bill will 
vote “aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Cusick Mr. Onoiato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


The Chain 


AYES 8 NOES none 


Very good. Councilman 

O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 


I’m not sure how much pressure 
they can put on us but I’m sure my 
constituents are putting a lot of pressure on 
me to keep the prices down. 

The Chain 

Any other discussion? Mr. 
Onorato, do you want to make your point 
about our limi ted role on Council? 

Mr. Onorato: 

The North Side stands united 
against TCI. 

The Chain 

TCI, “treachery, consumer 
nightmare and indifference”. 


Bill No. 1745 

Report of the Committee on Public Safety 
Services for March 8, 1995, tr ansmit tin g 
one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1698 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with a psychologist or 
psychologists for professional services for 
1995. Total cost not to exceed 
$60,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account 1401, Miscellaneous 




Services, Bureau of Administrating 

Department of Public Safety ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call die roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Bill No. 1659 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Contract or Contracts, or 
use of existing Contracts for roadway 
construction and associated infrastructure 
improvements for Alger Street, beginning 
at Lydia Street, and thence along Raff 
Street which ends adjacent to the proposed 
Greenfield Terrace Housing for Seniors; at 
a cost not to exceed $150,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC94-118.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman O’Connor. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onoiato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


Mr. O’Connor: 

I just want to thank my colleagues 
for their support. This is the final stage — 
almost the final stage, I think we have one 
more piece of legislation that will allow 
Greenfield to finally get its first Senior 
Citizen housing. 

The Chain 


MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1746 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for March 8, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 


Any other discussion? Hearing 
none, the bill is now ready for fi nal action. 
All in favor of the passage of the bill will 
vote “aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


Ayes: 




Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onoraio 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


be at Reizenstein Middle School, 7 pan. 
That’s the day after Easter weekend. April 
17th, Reizenstein. April 18th will be 
Langley High School, 7 o’clock. I tried to 
get some geographical representation 
around the City. We have asked Director 
Miskovich to - Cable to televise the 
public hearings for a re-broadcast at a later 
time. They will not be a live public 
hearing. 


The Chain 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 


MOTIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS 


The Chain 

We have a very brief post agenda 
following this on the City’s Directional 
Signage Pr o gram. My specific focus and 
concern is to get an update on the 
expenditures and progress to date, but also 
specifically to look at the issue of the cost 
being asked of neighborhood merchants 
and neighborhood business district 
organizations for directional signage to 
neighborhoods. That’s what I’m having a 
problem with. So, we will focus in on that 
very briefly following this meeting. 

We have a confirmation now in 
relation to the public hearings on 
Councilman Cusick’s Legislation 
involving curfew. They will be at — April 
5th — all the public hearings will be in the 
evening at 7 p.m.; there are four scheduled 
to date. April 5th will be at Carrick High 
School at 7 p.m.. April 11th will be at 
Perry High School, 7 p.m., April 17th will 


If any interested organizations or 
individuals residents are interested in 
speaking on the issue of curfew, or Mr. 
Cusick’s legislation, please contract the 
City Clerk at 255-2138. I have asked the 
Cleric’s Office to send a mailing out to 
block watch groups, neighborhood based 
organizations, merchant groups, other 
interested parties, a copy of Mr. Cusick’s 
bill and also a copy of the legislation we 
approved last fell requesting specific 
information from the Administration on 
various aspects of a potential curfew, and I 
thought that would be helpful by way of 
notifying people of the public hearing. 

Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would just like to bring up a point 
here. Recently the NAACP had brought 
something to my attention and that is what 
type of sensitivity training is there 
currently for police in dealing with the 
African-American youth, what is done 
now, what can we do, and I would like to 
have Council send a letter to the 
Administration to ask them to either 
investigate and get back to us and let us 
basically know what they are doing as far 
as sensitivity training, and I think it will be 
helpful for us in the upcoming public 
hearings. 



Hie Chair: 

We will forward a communication 
to the Mayor and to the Chief of Police to 
respond to the question Mr. Cusick is 
asking. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would appreciate it, Mr. Ferlo. 
The Chair: 

Any other comments? Mr. Cusick. 
Mr. Cusick: 

I would like just to bring up, and 
veiv briefly, I would like to ask the 
Administration — I am very happy for the 
residents of Voskamp. I would like to ask 
the Administration to give me an update 
on what is going on on Pioneer Avenue. 
We are having some similar problems up 
there, and I would just appreciate if tins 
Council could send a formal request for 
some update information in regards to 
Pioneer Avenue. 

The Chain 

All right. If you help draft the 
letter, we’ll send it off on behalf of 
Council. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Any other comments? The Home 
Rule Charter Advisory Board had one 
meeting. I believe, and they will meet 
every other Wednesday starring March 


22nd at 6 pjn. here in Council Chambers. 

The public is invited. They are meeting 
March 22nd, April 5th, 19th, May 3rd, 
May 17th, May 31st. You can call the 
Clerk’s Office for the times and all that 
They are looking to give City Council 
some sort of a recommendation or 
recommendations. A tentative date for 
some report back to Council is June 14th. 
So, they are hard at work. They have set 
up a rigorous schedule. If there are any 
interested folks that want to have some 
input, please call the Clerk’s Office. They 
will give you an update on the various 
dates that the Home Rule Charter 
Advisory Committee will be meeting here 
in Council Chambers. 

Any other comments? We need a 
motion to approve the Minutes. 

MR, CUSICK moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, February 28, 1995 
and Tuesday, March 7,1995. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 

Council adjourned. 




(BEGH9QNS - KESS8S. HER3ZBERS, CD5KX AND 16. lEDOBOD'S 
COMBES CN BUI, JO. 1660 , WEDNESDMT, 3/8/95) 

TTi ii I raVinmn 

nr. aertzoecg: 

Motion to appLiwe far discussion. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Second. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. C hairman . Currently the City Charter contains 
provision far pnhlir hearings, it does not c ont ain provisions 
far the time frann in which hoar-inrjg sust be scteduled 

and held. It also contains a provision that says you ca mry t act 
on any legislation while there is a hearing pending. So 

as a result there is a pnrhgnriai far abuse here, a potential far 
delay under the current pr o vis i on s, Ohat being that a public 
hearing can be scheduled at such a time solely at the will of 
one memb er of Council which would be the Council President, that 
the whole process can be delayed. What this rule would do would 
be to give us a deadline. Set a 30-day deadline and I have had 
sane discussions with President Ferlo about the bill. He 
expressed a conc ern that it could violate the City Charter and 
wild require an amendment to the csiart&r and a vote. I ran 
that by the City S ol i citor and I received an opinion today which 
in part is in agreement with Council President ferlo and part 
isn't and I'm in agreement with this opinion which says that we 
need to amend it a little hit to maioe a provision far a 
situa t i o n where it may be unfeasible to hold a hearing within 30 
days which on occasion does happen and I would propose to anend 
this by next Tuesday. Here's the Solicitor's opinion. 

I'm respectfully declining to withdraw this. I received 
the Solicitor's opinion this morning and I distributed it and 
it's ny aai personal opinion as a lawyer which is pr e tty much 
the same as our Solicitor that this is within our rule-making 
powers and that is all it is, it doesn't really change the 
Charter in aiy manner at all which does provide that i^xai 
petition a public he a r ing will be held within in a reasonable 
time. I think it's quite consistent with that provision wh ich 
is the only provision that addresses these time frama*. and I've 
got to respond. 

ttie Mayor's Office had nothing to do with this, this 
legislation. They had no influence upon me and I had no 
discussions with the Mayer's Office. Also, an the issue of the 
Berlin Way public hearing scheduled in May, I think as far as I 
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know the re c or d shows that that was a particular matter that was 
scheduled. It was held for awhile then scheduled for a p u b li c 
hearing at an extremely late date. If the matter nee d ed to be 
held, it shogl d have been br o u ght, to the table and we should 
have found out why it was being held and if re rere agreement re 
would have held it but that's not what happened there. 


Mr. Cusick: 


First of all I want to say I will not be voting far this 
piece of legislation. I would agree with Council President 
Ferlo that at sane point that I did use holding a public hearing 
down the road as a threat to certain parties that were involved 
in the liberty Tubes interchange. The reason I did that is 
l- i pnause I didn't feel that this Council or this Councilman was 
p roperly given the information needed to make a decision on 
whether or not that interchange wodoed for South Pittsburgh. 

As far as Berlin Kay goes, I have had the opportunity to go 
down there and I have heard what Mr. Ferlo said. He should have 
the sane privileges that we have had in the past and ttet is to 
have our piblic hearings when we want than to happen. That's 
all Mr. Berio's asked in regards to Berlin Kay. He hasn't said 
that he is against it, he hasn't' said he's far it, he said he 
needs time to make that infonmed decision. 

I think again Council is giving up something that we can 
use to get whether it be information or things that re need and 
re should not be giving up this useful tool and I think that a 
lot of us or those who vote for this will be kicking themselves 
down the line far even suggesting or even entertaining this 
idea. It's one of the few things re have left on Council and it 
gives us porer and frankly I think that this President and the 
presidents in the past have used it in that vay and not used it 
against one another and I think re should vote this down. 

The Chairs 

Any other discussion on the bill? 

Mr. Cusick: 

I'd like to respond to that. That is that they should have 
the right to have a piece of legislation come up before this 
table instead of someone pulling the legislation. 
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Ms. IfcDanald: 

I 1ave a question about the Ch art er and hot? it reads. I 
have not read over the G arte r about this particular itsn but 
just suppo se — first of all I'm going to vote it down because I 
lave no problem with what has been going on. I think Council in 
general through all of its presidents have been very good at 
making sure that the public is heard within a reasonable amount 
of time. If I felt there was abus e in the past or even 
potential abuse I would say "Sure, it's nice". But just as a 
matter of questioning, if indeed the President, whoe v er that 
would be now or in the future, if they decided "I don't want to 
hold a publi c hearing for 60 days instead of 30 days" would the 
majority of Council be able to overrule and say we went a 
hearing within 30 days? 

Mr. Hertzbecg: 

Mo. Because c ur re nt ly the only provisions that we tecve say 
that the President shall schedule hearings; that's what it says. 


Ms. McDonald: 

I think that the majority of Council can — I ran into this 
an school board as far as presidency. If the majority of ary 
body so ch oo ses to desire something I believe legally they are 
within their right to be able to schedule. So again, I have a 
problem with even whether this is necessary and legally why it 
vrould even be nece ssary. 

Mr. Onorato, I'm speaking fran exper i ence. It has h ap par y ^ 
when I was on the body of the School Board is that the 
majority — our solicitor was v er y clear when I had asked one 
time and I was not President at that time but I had a sk pd and he 
was very very clear if the majority of ary governing body so 
chooses for seme action so be it the President is at the will of 
the entire body there fo re, if there is abuse, the majority of 
the body can overrule and rectify without a change in 
legislation. 

The Chair: 

Your point is vreH taken and maybe by Tuesday's final vote 
should have a respon se by the Solicitor. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

We will submit that to the Solicitor. 


The Chair: 

It's a good question and I'd like to see be a nswe re d too. 
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Mr. Hertzberg: 

The City Charter at 306-D currently says "The powers of the 
Council President shall be to schedule public hearings of 
Council and preside at them." 

The Chair: 

It will continue to say that even after your resolution 
becaus e you're changing the rules not the Oerter. 

(END OF OTMOTES) _ 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HROSKA 

STQJOTYPE REPORER 
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(COUNCIL'S CaMMES CN BTU, no. 1498) 
(Wednesday, March 8, 1995) 


Mr. Ferlo: 


Mr. QiaiiTMii, I would like to make a notion to 
appro ve for p ur po ses of discussion. 

I would like to speak on this hill, but it is 
in Cou nc i lma n . H e rtzbe rg* s district. I would like to 
defer to him first at this tine. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

* Thank yew very nuch. I second it for 

discussion. Actually, I do have a few questions for 
Mr. Bram or Hiss Hirsh or both of you. 

Mr. Qnorato: 

Director, Mr. Brown, please em* to the table. 
Mr. Her tzber g: 

Excuse this brief div ers ion an the comments. 

First of all, the provisions in our zoning 
ordinance that would require a greater than majority 
vote on this bill, if you could explain what the 
situation is here, Mr. Brown. 


Mr. Brown: 

According to the Code, an area of 150 feet is 
delineated from a property that is proposed to be 
changed, then there are four categories that determine 
whether seven votes are needed by Council to afpiwe the 
bill or a mere majority. 

The areas I have calculated, I sent a copy of 
the calcu latio ns up to Council, and under tfe fourth 
category, one property aansr is opp osed within that 
area, and the area of their opposition, the area of 
their land, what it amounts to m e to 25 p*r n en t_ of 
the area in the four th group. Therefore, sev en votes 
wuld be needed fran Council in order to ap prove the 
zone change. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

If you haven't already done that, would you 
submit your written documentation on that to the City 
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Clerk so that it is a part of the record on this bill? 
Mr. Brown: 

Absolutely. 

Mr. Bertzberg: 

In the public hearing there was oonoam brought 
up about fill that had been placed in the "Rl" lots 
here. Do you know if that is an appropriate use in an 
"Rl"? 


Mr. Brown: 

Sane time ago the pr o perty owner of that "Rl" 
site, which I believe is now owned by Kdssman — vrell, 
it is owned by Kossnan now, but when it was an 
individually owned property, they did file a land 
operation permit application far filling the rear of 
their lot. That was approved, I don't rTtiM i bpr when; a 
year or two ago. And I don't know if the permit is 
still active or not; I would have to check with the 
Building Inspector. 


* m - Tl, ■ ^V. ri mi ■ 

Hr* c 6 E t3 BDBC g» 


As far as the Planning Ccrataissian's 
re L Xjnm p n ri at . i nm s to City Council after the Planning 
Commissions's proceedings, I see there axe a ranter of 
conditions iapased, sane of than sesn to relate to the 
Parkway Center Mall. It is ny understanding, co rre c t me 
if I am wrong, that Parkway Center Mall is not owned by 
the individual that owns the property in fr o nt of us 
that are being asked to rezone. 


Ms. Hirsh: 


That is true, and the conditions related to the 
Parkway Center Mall were in the nature of advice and 
consent and see if yai can work with. They weren't 
requirements; unlike the requirement with reg ar d to the 
curb cut, they vrere "See what you can do about," because 
e ve rybody understands that, you know, mitigation is the 
order of the day here. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

2—B here has the developer designating a 
contact person for the residents of McKinney Lane 
regarding ongoing operations or managanent problons at 
Parkway Center. In fact, the developer here isn't in 
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charge of things at Parkway Center Hall an y more. 


Ms. Hirsh: 

He would be in charge of that building. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

He would be in charge of the particular 
building here that we are rezoning, but this 2-B in the 
conditions deals with residents' c on cer ns about ongoing 
o p erati ons or management problems at Parkway Center. My 
understanding is that you are referring to the mall 
there. 


Ms. Hirsh: 


He still does own the Center. 


Mr. Brcwn: 

He sold the office canplex in Green tr ee 
Borough. To sy un d ersta nding, he still owns the mall 
portion, the ccwirircial entity, which is within the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

At the Planning Ccranission vote, I see you had 
one ue rab er oppo se d and one mpir b er abstaining on that 
vote. 


Ms. Hirsh: 

Right. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I have spent a great deal of time thinking 
about this particular bill. In fact, I think I have 
been thinking about it in ny sleep. It has occupied By- 
time. It is a very tough, hard vote for me being City 
Council District 2, 20th Ward. 

Both side have brought up very good points, 
both the residents who vrere all opposed and the 
developer who has requested the rezoning. I am usually 
the first one to ccnpliment people for new developments 
in this city, knew buildings, the creation of jobs, but 
I am hesitant in every single case and no matter what 
the cost is to vote in favor. 
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If we go back to the history of this property 
before any of this st ar t e d, before the Parkwa y Center 
wail and before such of the other development that is 
there, what the residents of McKinney Lane had ws a ^ 
nflf fr g r se rene se t t ing- Their entire street vas zoned 
"PI" - Be property that is now the Parkwey Center Mall 
was zoned "HI". 

There ana X7 l*™prmiMrs chi McKinney lane righ t 
now. a few of them purchased their homes before 

axy of this development started. 

Now, currently we have put these 17 Irmas .in a 
type of a qiiarrant-i npri f isolated neighborhood - They are 
isolated by all the canmprr . ial developnent that has gone 
an there. And I am — I don't profess ary special 
knowledge an planning, but there is a real hodgepodge of 
development there, including a mall with a rmnftRr of 
retail outlets, a wnnfaar of office sp ace s, a golf 
driving range for golfers. Sane of these are in the 
City of Pittsburgh and seme are in Greentree Borough, 
and that may be wiy we have such a hod ge podge- It might 
not have been done in a collaborative manner. But that 
is the situation. 

In 1990, developer of such of this, 

Mr. Kossman, went to purchase a hone on McKinney Lane 
moving out past the boundary of what had previously been 
z o ne d « «far what he seeks to have that zoned, which was 
the "AP" zone. To try to push the boundary out, he 
bought what was a home, what was zo n ed "Rl n . 

Transcribed by: Helen L. K r i e b e l 

Stereotype Reporte r 


399 






(CONTUSED - CCWCmEMHERS' COfSNXS ON Bill, NO. 1498, 
HEOESnsr, 3/8/95) 

Mr . HDT t »> nwj; 

Ihe rest of the people on the s tr ee t oppo se it, the rest of 
the neig hb orhood which is nearby which is named "Chicken Hill" 
or our official neighborh ood which is called R i dyn i iHiL and I 
think that's what we would call McKinney lane also, they were 
altogether o pposed it and it has really gotten to the point with 
McKinney Lane and with all these people where 1 think it's time 
far me to call a step to all this and I hope the zest of Council 
will follow me on this that until a umber of things are 
i up rov ed that twpppnpri there since all this development, it's 
hap pe n ed until these things are straightened out first until the 
many problems that we have up there are resolved, I'm going to 
be voting no on this. I'm not going to emt-Amr* to step on 
these people, I think they've been ste p p ed on enough. * I think 
our own dncujpntatirm fmn the City of Pittsburgh evidences that 
vre have r ep r e s ented and ptunised to than over the past that what 
is being done to you now is as much as we're going to do to you. 
Starting, I have a letter dated the Third of August of 1979 fr om 
then Planning Director Lor c ott which stated to the residents. 
This was addressed to a gentlemen who lived on Banburg S tr e e t, 
Mr. George Wagner. Hanburg S tr ee t is actually down the road off 
of Ri dg emo n t. "The City's intention in the Ridgan ont 
residential area as ^11 as the homes along McKinney lane is to 
keep these areas as str ong residential neighborhoods. The City 
anti c i pat es and enco u rage s only very low density residential 
uses, possibly recreation uses to be developed in these areas in 
the future. " It ends with, "As long as existing residential 
caunmities are not threatened, the City will encourage these 
two new developments which will generate additional tax revenues 
at a time when the cost of city services are escalating." Well, 
these residential cauuunities are threatened. They are under, 
threat right new with the c ur re nt conditions and I'm looking at 
a letter dated December 23, 1981 from then Mayor Richard S. 
Caliguiri that has a statement that "The City has xk> plans to 
alter the residential ctoracter of McKinney Lane from what it is 
raw fran the mall entran c e to the end of the s tr ee t ." That's a 
pretty plan promise of r ep r e sen tation not to do what the bill 
preposes to do. It also includes a statement about a taiporary 
fence and this is a letter dated 1981. "A temporary fence is in 
place nw during construction but a permanent fence or other 
su i ta b le arrangement will be required to assure the safety of 
public and the stability of the slope once cons tru c ti on is 
ccnplete. The fence was done 14 years and that's an 

typical of this entire development as it is impacted an the 
residents of Mc K i n ney Lane. A lot of things were i &p r 
that it vrould make them more g^ f r » f j 4hi<a and they really have 
not happened. A traffic study was done, the traffic study was 
just in relation to the particular intersection at McKinney and 
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the mall when the entire area is congested including Gceen tr e e 
Road and all of the way down to the parkway and its an entire 
area of conges t ion these and I think the Planning Gcnmission 
ad dr e s ses that. Again, these are things that are going to have 
to be resolved in ny opinion now. We have to stop this now, get 
it u nder co ntro l b efo re we continue ary f ur ther. 

I also have a February 12, 1982 let te r frcxn then Planning 
Director L ur oot t in which he reiterates "McKinney Lane will be 
p re se r v ed as a residential s tr e et . There are no further 
mnriifinations planned for McKinney lane, specifically the area 
in front of the residgizes. The City has not changed its 
intentions for the Ridgemo n t residential area or McKinney lane, 
both of which will be pre se r v ed as strong residential 
neighborhoods." 

Finally, a letter dated January 18, 1983 from Paul Intoff 
who was BB1 ftTpPT-jj p faandpT Tt- . at that time Brmn p ming this fopno 
again stating that "...have talked to the developer's «iginpc»r 
about removing the snow fence and erecting a permanent type 
barrier such as Cyclone fencing." That was in 1983 on the s?™* 
issue. 


So I won't repeat myself ary further but those axe ny 
contents, I am voting no and I am asking the rest of Council to 
follow me and vote no on this until current problems there are 
remedied. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

like Mr. Hertzberg I spen t all night looking at this 
folder. We had a lot of eloquent and moving testimony an the 
part of residents who came down last week, I see some of these 
residents out in the audience today. 1 would like to assure 
than that there's justice in the world and t h ere will be justice 
swiftly. It will be executed by this Council today and that is 
with a "no" vote on this development. 

I believe in quality development and as I looked at the 
site yesterday in the tour that Mr. Hertzberg arranged, I 
believe there can be quality development on the site but what I 
heard from residents at the public hearing and what I've heard 
in letters and ccranunications of which have filled this -Friirior 
since this issue came to Council is really a trail of broken 
promises and bad faith ccmnitted on these residents by previous 
ackni ni strat.ions, previous commissions, p re vi ous co u ncils and who 
all was a part of it is probably not as relevant to today's vote 
but i t's ju st accepting the fact that it's hard to have quality 
development notwithstanding the nine conditions that the 
Planning Ccnmission pit on this a ppro v al proce ss until such time 
that there's a clearing of the air and sane direct dialogue in 
negotiation with the adjoining property owners all of whan have 
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residential hones and I don't think that's happened. The 
Planning Gannission attempted to politic ar o un d the issue in 
hoping to try to ap pro v e it with a set of conditions that will 
hopefully be sanething that people can accept either the 
residents or ultimately this Council and although that nay have 
been well intentiored I think they failed in that respec t . 

I'm a little disappointed in the Adninistration and the 
Mayor's Office, the Development Department of the Mayor's Office 
and others who I think should have gotten involved in the 
p roce ss to sit down and negotiate with the adjoining pr ope r t y 
owners. When we have had c ontr o v ersies in the past and I can 
point to many exanpies, in addition to an up and down vote on 
the actual approval, we have gotten legally binding memocanduns 
of f niwrfttJ itiding stipulated in co v en ant s and the deeds between 
adjoining homeowners and/or a n e ighbo rhoo d g r o up representing 
them and the developer; that hasn't h ap p en ed here. There are 
sane set of conditions that may or may not be legally binding, 
may or may not actually be ccnmitted. It's unclear based an the 
track record previously the developer and it's certainly clear 
from the residents that there's not good faith and there's a 
total distrust in the likelihood of some of these things being 
done whether it be the planning or significant tr ee s or the 
curbing or other issues that the Cannission attaipted to ad dr e ss 
aixi I think that's unfortunate because t&en I was out there 
yesterday it M ad like both sides of the issue need to be 
expanded. I think there still can be some quality development 
of an office nature if the massing and size is similar to the 
one office building No. 12 that we saw, but I don't think it can 
happen the atmosphere of what has transpired to date and I don't 
think t h ere is enough ass uran ces in the approval proce ss today 
that would guarantee the residents quality development and 
development that would not be detrimental to the quality and 
welfare and residential nature of their street and for that 
reason I will vote "no" on the bill although procedurally I 
would prefer to see this bill be tabled and brought back when 
and if there can be sane accamndat i on and legally binding 
stipulations with the residents and I think it's un f or tu nate 
because I believe there can be quality development. It's 
unfortunate that the end of McKinney lane doesn't even have a 
pr op er paving and curbing, there are not sidewalks for young 
chil dr en to appr oach the h o mes as opposed to just having the 
benefit of a car and driving there. It's not safe and I don't 
think the City's has really rolled up their sleeves and g ott en 
into being a pa rtn e r with these residents and that there may be 
alternative exiting out of that lane. I'm just suggesting that 
and I really believe this bill should be tabled and/or voted 
"no" but I really think proced u rally tabled until such time that 
the Councilman could vrark out with the residents, the developer 
and mor e i m p or tantly the iteyor's Office sane accomodation and 
not seeing that happen, not being comfortable that the 
conditions are going to be legally binding, I s u pp ort the notion 
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of development and on the site hot I can't in good conscience 
vote in favor of the today and I concur with ny colleague 
Mr- H a r t a fae rg . But I think it's unfortunate and I wxild call an 
the p'* n * T » gt " 1 ' :a ^ m and the Mayor specifically to and 

be involved in aiy future resolution of the l e gi t i mat e concerns 
-and nri+AciaBR that have been raised by the pr operty owners and 
it's unfortunate. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. I have been very sensitive to the residents' concerns - 
since it is very disruptive. At this point if this is going to 
be f orced for a vote I will abstain. I cannot necessarily vote 
this down. 1 have a problem with voting down 0 ^ .11 j i rt i mi ties for 
to be gainfully oployed and this is an opparOsxiQr for 
pfnpio to be gainfully enployed. It is aixti-afployment — 
that's what I look at it as but you have to balance that cut 
with the concerns of the people who live there; that's 
unferstaxrlahle. I don't believe that there has been healthy 
dialogue and I would feel such more ca nfort able tabling it to 
see if we can work it out with the residents and with the 
development ocnpany. I would like to see expansion of 
h ici n p eepc so there can be enployment? that is a noncern I have. 
By < " *"> * <-» !' ■ > is there's a multitude of people in ny district who 
have no flff p nraa to enplqynent right now. And I appreciate trees 
and I appreciate greens, I appreciate all that stiff tut people 
have a hard a ^y ra g iating anything when there's no monies 
coming in. Hvig piara is an area that peo p l e can get to 
transportation wise so I'm a lot of difficulty with this and 
again, I can't say I'm wholeheartedly aapassioned in voting it 
down frg c ffl ffs p I do want business there so I will abstain but I 
would hope that this Council body as President Berio has 
suggested is to t a b! ** it and see if we can work something out. 

The Chair: 


Any other discussion? 


Btr. O'Gonnar: 

I think I'll echo the feelings of ny two former colleagues. 
I know that area quite well way before it was developed. This 
is — I think this project could work and gainfully eipLcy a lot 
people. Unfortunately there's proba b l y 14 years of bad blood, 
there's been change of ownerships in sane of the buildings so 
therefore the residents are very frus trat ed of what's going on 
there. I think there can be some dialogue and evidently there 
is no dialogue or if there was it's very poor. looking at it 
yesterday I would look for the residents to look far an access 
road. How can we benefit if this thing were to go through, ha/ 
can it benefit you the residents whether it be an access road 
down by in the middle to give you your e gr e ss in and out so that 
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you n e v er have to Heal with all the traffic hazards. All the 
past premises would have to be brought up to date and you would 
have to be satisfied and Councilman Hertzberg, if that day canes 
then I would ze-loak at it. Right now again I'll be voting with 
Councilman Hertzberg but I would ask you and the Planning 
Caunission and Councilman H e r tzberg to readdress it but I'm 
nrmffgrned that he "arfp an att enp t to meet with the developer and 
neighbors and the developer did not want to meet with the 
neighbors so evidently soybe they didn't get the message that 
this is not the Council of the 1980's where, you know, whatever 
so mebod y wan ted it went through. This is a new Council and we 
are very pro-development but vre also are pro-neighbcn±t3od and 
it's worked in almost every one of our neighborh oods. We 
resolved mazy, mazy issues that I don't think azy development in 
any of our zieig hb orhoods that haven't been w o rk ed out where 
can basically agree 90 percent. If they aren't willing to meet 
halfway and make up for all the past mistakes that it's going to 
take awhile then I don't see this project going anywhere. But I 
would hope that Councilman H e rtzb erg and the neig hbor s can work 
to make sure we «*»=> up with the passed things and get it up to 
a level playing field and maybe they would readdress it. Until 
then I'll be voting "no". 

The Chair: 

Director, would you like to content? 


Ms. Hirsh: 

Yes, and e very body is accurate. There really is 15 years 
of v er y bad blood here and in fact I'd just like to say on 
behalf of the Administration and the Planning Caunission staff 
and Iteyor's Office staff did try very hard to work something 
out. I think that this Council action may help in creating a 
situation where that kind of dialogue can happen. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Director, I just want to add ay comments and 
that is that I think the project could be a good project but to 
date I don't think that there has been enough give and take 
especially fzrzn the developer. As far as I am conce rn ed there 
should have been a plan developed addressing the 17 homeowners, 
addressing their reeds because obviously there's a major 
congestion prcblen right new. There's a major cannercial inpact 
on the residential area and knowing the history and the bad 
blood that aryo ne that wants to do development I think that's 
part of their due dili^nce and part of their plan to bring to 
this table if they want passage. I don't see azy signs of even 
a try to deal with the hemeewners and there was no discussion. 

We were up there the other day and it was a disgrace what the 
road looks like and maybe the City has sane of the blame but 
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whsi a developer moves in especially far a project of this size 
I think they have an obligation to address the inpact of what 
that winding is going to cause, esp ec iall y on a dead-end 
s tr eet, that hasn't taken place so at this point 1 would have 
to vote no until I see better crmnimication in addressing the 
hcneowners and I think Mr. Hertzberg is right, this is 

too pcsnature to even with and I will vote "no" to give an 
outright grant far somebody to go in these and do something 
wten they didn't address the needs of the residents. 


Mr. Cohen: 


I will be brief- This is a difficult vote for. the reasons 
frankly that Valerie McDonald.restated and that is that this is 
development and we want to encourage development in our city. 

At the time this is a city of neigh b or h oods and maybe it's 
Yxx ~p uBf> this is a «qn?m neighborhood that it d eserv e s even more 
vigilance than seme of our larger neigh b orh oods in the sense 
that this is a noighh n rh nnH that has been threatened, ttet's 
been under siege for a long time and although I find this a 
difficult vote too, I am also going to be voting "no" far mary 
of the reasons that lave been stated here but there's a bad 
history. There's a history of b r oken promises and at this point 
we need more than premises either verbally or in writing. We 
need action and ataexmplishmerrt, we need deeds and I hope that 
this action by Council will send a message and a message that is 
that the developer has to completely redo this and if he wants 
to come back, ccue back in a way that will protect the 
neighborhood. So I agree with the Chairman that this is 
premature but at this point we have to do everything to protect 
the neighborhood, thank you. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I'd like to s u gge st procedurally — first of all I'm going 
to vote "no" as I clearly indicated from the beginning but 
procedurally we do have the power to recarnnit this hill back to 
the Planning Conmission and to the Mayor's Office for a furt h er 
r eport and rec o nmRndation and I believe either we should table 
this or send it back for further review so vre can keep alive 
sane hope that there could be some dialogue or discussion. 
Obviously we have a skilled Councilman who is not only an 
attorney but obviously has the residents' interes t s at stake and 
I'm sure he can help play a role of — helping ranediate or 
Cane to sane likelihood that there could be quality developments 
and still address the needs of the residents and maybe I'm naive 
and that's not possible, I don't know but if I lave to vote 
today I'm going to vote "no" although ny "no" vote is not 
necessarily that I'm not for sane development an the site, ty 
"no" vote is expressing the frustration of the residents and I 
think it's a mistake that re vote this up or down and kill it 
today without the ability to extend the time period in which we 
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can try to cane to aryyinmndatT.on with the legitimate gHt-it-igm 
of the residents and I'd like to r espec tf ully ask him to 
consider that if we withdraw the motion to ap p r o ve and ask that 
refer this back to the Oaunission and to tte Mayor's Office 
for further report and recaomendatijon under his leadership. 

nr* Bertznerg: 

I have nrmsidpred that and I am not foreclosing any 
possible ever the type of development plan but now the time it's 
going to take to be at that stage when it may be appropriate in 
my m ind makes the idea of reccumitting it an obsolete kind of 
vote and an unnecessary vote and not the right vote at this 
stage. The p rop er vote is "no" and let's get this back to 
groun d zero. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I agree very such with Mr. Berio in T- p yrH c to not just 
that ve vote "no" today but that we send it back to the Planning 
Cam t issi on , to the Mayor's Office and ask that it be irriicort at 
again to see if w couldn't cane up with sane type of pgiprrancp 
in regards to this. It seems to me that Mr. Kbssnen was willing 
to take a fl o or off the structure as a giJi|im inco an d there nay 
be other things that can be gained out of further talks with 
him. I would tope that like Mr. Berio said that we would ask 
this be held for a ppr-irH of time. 

The Chair: 

As a point of procedure. Mr. H p r t-y i^ r rj maris> the motion, he 
is refusing to withdraw it, it's on the floor. 

Mr. Ferlo: 


I made a notion to approve the bill and it's still on tlie 
floor and that's what we're voting on. 

The Chair: 


I'm sony, correction. Councilman Ferlo made the wr t. in^ 
and it was seconded by Councilman Hertzberg and it is not being 
withdrawn so all in favor of the bill? 

rot i. CALL 

AXES 0 NOES 6 ABSTAIN 1 
(NECSnVE RECOMMENDATION) 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HRUSKA, SlimJTYBB KE PTWHmw 
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(m. O'CONNOR'S cosmos ON RTT.T, NO. 1679) 
(Wednesday, March 8, 1995) 


Mr. O f Connor; 

I ant glad to see this hill Srisshelm Park was 
included. You are making me a chanpion up there because 
I premised the kids last simmer and they thought it 
would be done next week. U nfortu nately, they have to 
wait a couple months. 


We work hard to keep our premises with you. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I do see safety area s ur face in here and I 
think that is an excellent program. We are putting out 
$250,000.00 for a lot of enmnmities. 

I want to thank you and the Adooinistration, 
especially Councilman Cohen for 1 think leading the 
charge an this. 

So a lot of kids will be a lot safer this year. 
Unfortunately, we can't do than all at once; a lot of 
people were asking w*y we can't do than all tomorrow. 


Mr. Kraszewski: 

We are doing the right thing. We have about 
160 facilities. We have about 60 done prop erl y. We are 
doing the right thing, but it is going to take a while 
with budgeting and cooperation in working with this body 
to prioritize. This are going to be sane tough 
decisions to make as we go along. 

Mr, O'Connor: 

Again, I hope you share; the whole city gets 
equal tre a tm ent , that the heavier use stould be first. 

I believe you are doing that and I just want to thank 
you for that. 

(END OF REMARKS.) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 
Stenotype R e porter 
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(COUNCIL'S CCMEnS ON BUI, NO. 1680) 
(Wednesday, March 8, 1995) 


Mr. O'Connor: 

Discussion. I see you are doing Highland 
Park — what parks are these? ' 


Mr. Kraszewski: 


It is in the legislation, let me see here. It 
is just the larger facilities, be c aus e you need the 
room. You need to have the type of growth situation to 
make it work. 


It is Schenley and Highland. Use reason for 
that, this is the type of concrete foundation and vrooden 
superstructure. They are generally associated with a 
grove. 


Mr. O'C onnor : 

Are these no/ grov e s or are these fixing the 
old ones? 


Mr. Kraszewski: 

These are revitaliy.ing. 

Mr. O'Gonnosr: 

Kehahbing sane existing ones. You keep than in 
good shape. You don't have any pictures? 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

No, I don't have pictures with me, but I can 
provide those to you. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I was curious. I didn't know if you were 
building new ones or what type they were. 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

They are the type with the concrete foundation 
and the vrood superstructure generally associated with 
the larger grove. 

(END OF REMARKS) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Krirebel, Stenotype Reporter 
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(HEGDNDG -DR. O'CCHOR'S aMJEHES CN Bill. HO. ‘1683, WEENESEftY, 
3/8/95) 

Mr. O'Oannar: 

An I reading this correctly, is it 50 beds? 

Ms. Hirsh: 

Yes. 

Mr. O'C onnor : 

Is this the same neigh b o rh ood that a couple years ago 
turned down in East liberty a senior citizens apartment for the 
Highland Building? 


Mr. Berio: 

The ccnramity was split. The fumwiial group in East 
Liberty opp ose d changing the Highland Building from ccnmercial 
into elderly residents. A majority of the neighborhood 
s up ported but it was split. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I was carious where the balance is. M y other issue I agree 
with Oouncilwonan McDonald. The east, I think it should be 
brought to the attention that first of all nothing this big 
should ever be allowed in the n ei gh bo rh ood. Again, if it's a 
snail five, six or eight people, we have to be very agreeable 
that especially on the East End we seemed to be overwhelmed with 
institutions. As good as they may seem and as good as their 
work is I don't mind any one on ny s tr ee t but don't put two or 
three there. Hopefully the Planning Commission is addressing 
and in how they will be spread out. 

(END GF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HRUSKA 

STENQTXFE REPORTER 
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(BEGINNING - IG. KECMALD'S AM) Ml. O'CONNOR'S OCMS0CS CN B ILL 
NO. 1668/ WOMSDAY, 3/8/95) 


Ms. MCDorald: 


Will this generate jobs in the city? 


Mr. Birru: 


Yes. As a natter of fact this is a very interest project. 
This was a ppro v ed by the Go v er n or same tine in D ece m ber, This 
is kind of analogous to wtet OS) is doing with robo t ics, Pitt is 
doing with engineering and hio medical research and Duquesne is 
getting into a new market in the env i ronmental sciences to 
really make Pittsburgh a center of envirorxnental research and 
development. In this particular project with $4.5 million what 
they plan to do is build a new s tr ucture of about 5,000 square 
feet where 2,500 square feet will be used for private companies 
to came in and do research primarily in the envi r onmental 
remediation and so on. So that facility to the tune of 50 
percen t of 2,500 square feet is taxable propert i e s so that 
should again leave about $103,000.00 by way of the three taxing 
bodies and it should create also about 68 full-time jobs. So 1 
think it has a future for Pittsburgh in making the city the 
center for envirunnental research. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I consider this an excellent seed money for just what you 
said. The development projecting jobs for the future. I toured 
IXtquesne University and I was there for a couple projects. I 
don't think they get the credit they deserve. Maybe we don't 
see it the way it is located but it's not only the research 
they're doing but it's a fantastic facility. The money and the 
construction they have done in the last four or five years, the 
new fields, the new foundations, the Ranges Center, the new 
arena and schools it's amazing and I would s uggest a n y one in the 
neigh b or h ood to take a walk through Duquesne which really has 
done a lot in the last four or five years so I congratulate you 
in working this project out because it's a seed for the future 
for a lot of our — hopefully we have the education for our 
children to take the o p p o rtu nity for these jobs. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HKUSKA 

STENOTYFE REPORTER 
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Good morning, everyone. City 
Council's Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 


We are very pleased to have a 

young man here, Jordan Reber, he is from 
Ml Washington; he is at Sterret Classical 
Academy in the 6th Grade, he’s 11 years 
old. He is going to lead us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. His mom and dad are here, 
Linda and Kevin. Welcome to the Council 
Chambers. He is from Council District 2, 
Councilman Hertzberg’s District And, his 
little sister Leah is here also, and we want 
to welcome her. 

Please lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Jordan Reber. 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you, Jordan. 
Our Clerk would like to give you and your 
sister a flag of our country and the flag of 
our great City as a remembrance of your 
visit here in Council Chambers. Thank 
you very much for coming down this 
morning. 


Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 


PRESENTATIONS 











The Chain 

We have some very honored guests 
in the audience, and I want to move 
quickly to the proclamations. 

And, at this time 1 would like to 
call on Counc ilman Dan Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Would Mister Rogers and the other 
folks from QED Co mmunicati on^ come 
up here please. 

Members of Council, very honored 
guests, we have a very, very special honor 
this morning and that is to take a moment 
to honor public broadcasting when its 
funding is in peril. And, with us this 
morning are two very, very important 
individuals, one is Mr. George Miles, who 
is the CEO and President of QED 
Communications, and the other, I certainly 
don’t have to tell you Mho he is, he’s a 
legend in television, a legend in 
educational programming for children and 
a legend for Pittsburgh, and that is Mister 
Fred Rogers, and I would like to see a 
round of applause for Mister Fred Rogers, 
please. 

Mister Rogers and Mr. Miles and 
everybody that is here this mo rning. , 
Pittsburgh is Mister Rogers’ neighborhood 
and we can’t forget that This issue about 
cutting back funding for public 


broadcasting is as much an issue about 
Pittsburgh as it is about public 
broadcasting. Regardless of what you 
think about government funding for public 
broadcasting, for a moment, think about 
this: QED Communications, and, of 
course, that’s QED, QEX and QED FM, 
they are economic generators for the 
Pittsburgh region. QED was the first 
public broadcasting station in the entire 
United States of America. They employ 
over 200 - QED, QEX, QED FM, they 
employ over 200 people in the Pittsburgh 
area, and beyond that this is an 
organization that brings wealth into our 
region. It brings wealth into our region 
because it sells a product, and in this case 
the product is quality programming. 
Quality programming such as “Mister 
Rogers Neighborhood”, quality 
programming such as “Black Horizons”, 
which was the first African-American 
series of its kind which started here in 
Pittsburgh. This is quality programming 
like the broadcasting of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony. Public broadcasting is 
important to Pittsburgh’s economic future. 

But, beyond economics it is 
important to our children’s education, and 
I don’t have to tell you why. Forty-six 
percent of the programming of public 
broadcasting is dedicated to children. That 
is much, much higher than you will see on 
the other stations. Without government 
support — think about it — without 
government support, we would not have 
public libraries, we would not have public 
museums, we would not have public 
universities, and we certainly would not 
have public television and public radio. 
We need it. 



I believe, Mr. Miles, you described 

it as “Big Bird sitting on a three-legged 
stool,” and that three-legged stool 
includes, one leg, the membership 
contributions, because people who listen 
to public television and radio contribute. 
We wish all of them did. 

The second leg of the stool, of 
course, is corporate and foundation 
funding. But, that third leg of the stool is 
federal funding for public broadcasting, 
and that is an important leg, and if that is 
taken away, like many in Washington, the 
Republican leadership in Washington, 
want to do, then that stool will become 
very unstable, and that means that we will 
have in peril a very, very important 
economic generator and a very, very 
important quality prog rammer for 
children. 

And, that is why I would like to 
read this resolution: 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1747 WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 
television station WQED 13 is the first 
public broadcasting station in the country 
and has taken the lead in educational 
programming in this area and the rest of 
the nation; and, 

WHEREAS, Mister Roger's 
Neighborhood, produced by Family 
Communications Inc. right here in 
Pittsburgh, has nurtured children's 
self-esteem, through "television visits" 
between Mister Rogers and his young 
viewers; and, 

WHEREAS, with his kind and 
trusting ways. Mister Rogers has created a 
calm, safe place for young children to 
leam about themselves, about others, and 
about the world around them; and. 


WHEREAS, 46% of WQED 13's 

schedule is devoted to helping the very 
young prepare for school and once they are 
atten d ing school, to provide their schools 
with quality instructional progr amming ; 
and, 

WHEREAS, WQED 13, WQEX 16, 
WQED FM and Pittsburgh Magazine, 
employers to over 200 Pittsburgh area 
residents, serve also as local community 
msntutions as well, producing public 
interest programs such as Black Horizons, 
the longest running minority affairs 
program on television, sponsoring 
Agewise Weekly, which presents 
information specifically geared to the 
elderly, and spearheading the Musical 
Kids Awards, winch recognizes musical 
talent in area children; anH ; 

WHEREAS, QED Communications 
reaches oyer 2.8 million viewers per year 
with quality programming while serving as 
an exporter of Pittsburgh, for example, by 
broadcasting the Pittsburgh Symphony to 
over 200 radio stations; and, 

WHEREAS, public television is 
available to all people in the community 
regardless of ability to pay, as compared to 
cable television, which is unaffordable to 
many people; and, 

WHEREAS, the new leadership of 
Congress have announced their intent to 
dra mati c a lly reduce or e liminate federal 
funding for public bro adcasting 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh strongly urges Congress anH 
the President to oppose e liminating the 
budget of the Corporation of Public 
Broadcasting; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
commends and thanks WQED, WQEX, 
WQED-FM and Pittsburgh Magazine for 
exemplary service to the people of the City 
of Pittsburgh. 




MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. Members of Council. I 
would like to present this proclamation to 
George Miles, the President the QED 
Co mm u ni c at ions, and then we will hear 
from Mister Rogers. Mr. Miles, 
congratulations. 

Mr. Miles: 

Thank you. I would just, first of all, 
like to say thank you for the Council for 
approving this great resolution, and thank 
you. Councilman Cohen, for supporting 

thig 

Two thoughts occurred to me. I am 
probably one of the luckiest individuals in 
the world to be able to work in the 
Neighborhood in the shadow of one of the 
giants of this business, and that is Fred 
Rogers, and I am so proud to be part of 
this Neighborhood. 

The other thing is thar 35 I was 
thinking about it today, this battle for 
fellow support, is a tough battle for all of 
us, and we are continuing the fight And, 
many days, last week was one of those 
days, where sometimes I feel a little down 
and the energy is being sapped from me to 
really continue to fight But, it is days like 
this, when we get the support from our 
co mmuni ties and support from our 
Council, to suppor ting public 
broadcasting, it really re-enexgizes me to 
continue this fight 

And, I really do want to thank- the 
Council and the people in Pittsburgh for 
supporting QED. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 


Mr. Cohen: 

And, now I am thrilled to introduce 
Fred Rogers. 

MisterRogers: 

“It’s a beautiful day in this 
neighborhood.” And, I thank you for 
helping to make it that way. 

When I was taking my seat ba ck 
there, there was a young lady who said, 
“Won’t you be my neighborhood?” Thank 
you for that We have felt very welcomed 
here. And, we thank you, Councilman 
Cohen, as well as all of the Council 
people, as well as everybody who has 
helped us over the last 42 years since 
WQED was founded. It was the first 
community sponsored television station in 
this whole country and it was meant to be 
non-commercial and educational, and I 
hope we can always keep it that way. 
Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I also just wanted to introduce two 
other people who would not come to the 
microphone, and that is B. J. Leber and 
also Bill Isler. T hank 
you very much for coming down. 

I also very much want to thank C. J. 
Liss in my office for putting this together. 
Thank you so much for coming down. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes? 

The Chair: 

Councilman Ricciardi. 





Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. First of all, I would like 
to thank Mr. Cohen for taking the 
initiative and lead on this particular issue. 
Several nights ago I was able to view 
Mister Rogers many, many years ago, 
several years ago in front of a 
Congressional committee, I believe they 
ran it, and you were very successful there. 
I do not mean to put the burden on you 
three individuals, but maybe that we 
should continue this fight and maybe you 
three should take the lead on it, Mr. 
Cohen, and maybe even a visit to 
Washington, D. C., because Mister Rogers 
was very, very convincing in that 
Congressional committee hearing, which 
was — how many years ago. Mister 
Rogers, 1 am curious when that occurred? 

Mister Rogers: 

That was 26 years ago. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

And, your testimony in front of the 
one Congressman was very convincing, it 
was very sincere and it worked and maybe 
it could work again with you and Mr. 
Miles and Mr. Dan Cohen taking the lead 
on that Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Very briefly, Mr. President Mister 
Rogers also accompanied the Vice 
President of the United States, Mr. Gore, 
in Washington, I think just a few weeks 
ago, to rally behind this effort 

And, this proclamation will be sent to 
our entire Congressional delegation, 
including our two Senators, and the 
President So, thank you. 


The Chain 

Thank you. And, Mister Rogers, we 
want to wish you a happy birthday, I 
believe your birthday was this week. So, 
happy birthday. 

Mister Rogers: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you all, and we will forward 
the resolution to all Members of Congress, 
both in the Senate and in the House; this is 
a very important battle that is unfolding 
and really much of the furor is around 
public television and saving it, but also 
part and parcel of that battle is trying to 
preserve many of the other social service 
and human service p r ogr am s that are so 
vital. So, we are very much united with 
this cause and in support of this initiative. 
Thank you all. 

At this time I would like to call on 
Councilman Joe Cusick. This a 
proclamation co-sponsored by Mr. 
O’Connor. Mr. O’Connor is in Harrisburg 
today at a League of Cities Meeting, and 
he apologizes for not being able to be here 
today. Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Would Peter Gilmore and the other 
Members of the Gaelic League, please 
come forward. Peter, you are going to 
introduce everybody for me. 

Good morning. I would like to 
read this resolution, and this is Gaelic, so 
Peter is going to help me with this. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1748 WHEREAS, since its 
founding in 1893, Coniadh na Gaeilge (the 
Gaelic League) has worked to promote the 
use of the Irish language among all 
segments of the Irish population, north and 
south; and. 





WHEREAS, the Gaelic League of 
Pittsburgh has worked locally for more 
than a decade to promote the Irish 
language and culture through the 
co-sponsorship of classes at the 
Community College of Allegheny County 
and the Irish Centre of Pittsburgh and 
language immersion weekend programs; 
and, 

WHEREAS, British Government 
educational authorities have denied funds 
to Meanscoil Feirste, a 

co mmuni ty- ini t i a t ed and community-run 
secondary school in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, in which all subjects are taught 
through the medium of the Irish language; 
and, 

WHEREAS, school examinations and 
reports by school inspectors demonstrate 
that Meanscoil Feirste students receive a 
quality education; and, 

WHEREAS, Meanscoil Feirste 
provides students who have 
community-based Irish-medium 

elementary schools organized with an 
opportunity to continue their education 
through the medium of Irish; and, 

WHEREAS, the Gaelic League in 
Ireland and in Pittsburgh is 
parents in raising the funds needed to keep 
the school's doors open. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend die 
Gaelic League of Pittsburgh for its 
dedication to Ireland's language anH 
culture; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does 
hereby endorse the efforts of the Gaelic 
League of Pittsburgh both to raise funds 
for the m ai nt enance of Meanscoil Feirste 
and to call attention to the mean-spirited 
refusal of state support of the school by the 
British Government 

CO-SPONSORED BY COUNCILMEN 
JOE CUSICK AND BOB O’CONNOR 


MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I wasn’t going to attempt that We 
went over this several times; it is like Irish 
dancing for me, I tried it several times and 
that doesn’t work either. So, I thought that 
Peter would help me out with the 
resolution today. 

I would like to bring up to the mike 
here, is Peter Gilmore from the Gaelic 
League, and Peter is going to explain just 
what is going on in Northern Ireland in 
regards to the schooling. Peter. 

Mr. Gilmore: 

(Gaelic presentation was made). 

You could not expect me to get up 
and not say something in Irish. 

Mr. President, Members of the 
Council, we are very appreciative of the 
honor shown here through thig resolution. 
We are, of course, appreciative of the 
recognition of our own efforts, but even 
more importantly, we appreciate the 
recognition of the Gaelic language as 
being integral to appreciation of Irish 
culture, and thank you for the support of 
the school, which is near and dear to our 
hearts. 

We are a local organization and all 
of our activities center here in Pittsburgh, 
with classes co-sponsored at three of the 
CCAC branches, with classes at the Irish 




Center, with lectures and workshops and 

so on. But, this particular issue touches a 
cord. Some 15 years ago Irish-speaking 
parents in West Belfast, an area where the 
unemployment rates can be as high as 80 
percent, organized through their own 
initiative elementary schools where the 
Irish l a ng uage is the medium of 
instruction. These schools have fo c*» d an 
uphill battle to receive support from 
British educational authorities. As you all 
know, of course, Belfast and the six 
counties of Northeastern Ireland are part of 
the United Kingdom. 

The first elementary school 

established after some seven years struggle 
began to receive state support In the late 
1980’s a middle school was created, again 
at the initiative of the community, and in 
the two year’s of its existence never 
received a penny from the British 

Government That folded. In 1990, this 
present school, Meanscoil Feirste, or the 
Belfast Middle School, was established. It 
is now five years old. It has gone from 
nine students to close to a hundred. 

All of the reports of school 

examiners have indicated that students are 
doing very well indeed through the 

medium of the Irish language but yet the 
British Government still refuses to give 
any money. The government’s official 
line is, well, when they get to 300 
students, then we’ll consider giving them 
the grant. 

Well, the school may not make it 
to 300 if its doors are forced to close. It 
takes obviously a considerable amount of 
money to keep a school going and they 
have been able to do it for five years 
through grants received world wide and 
through the efforts of the community. 


Well, we are determined to do a 
little fund raising here in the Pittsburgh 
area. We pledged this morning for liberty 
and justice for all, which seems like a very 
good idea. We live in an age that has been 
blessed by the example of the work of men 
like Martin Luther King and Nelson 
Mandela, and it seems to us that in the 
1990’s the recognition of a community’s 
desire to learn the elementary subjects 
through their own language is something 
that ought to be recognized. 

So, we thank you very much for 
your recognition of these efforts. 

With me today are — we’ll take the 
first row first. Peggy Dague is Vice 
Chairman, Joe McNamee, together with 
his wife Betty, who couldn’t be here this 
morning, are really — are stalwarts, 
without Betty and Joe McNamee it is 
doubtful their would be a Gaelic League in 
Pittsburgh today. Jack Weber, former 
Chairperson, Gene McLaughlin, Pat Ward, 
Connor Hughes and Pat Coyne, who is 
presently our Treasurer and also a former 
branch Chairperson. 

Again, (Gaelic closing). 

Mr. Cusick: 

Before Peter sits down, I passed 
our earlier a letter that the Gaelic League 
would like this Council to support, and I 
hope you have had a chance to read it. I 
am going to ask Peter to come back up 
here and read the letter and, again just 
give a brief explanation of the letter and 
what the hopes are for it. 





Mr. Gilmore: 

Before I read the letter, let me 
explain it. It begins: To Whom It May 
Concern, which may seem a bit odd to 
you. Certainly I would be a little hesitant 
to sign a letter that had that kind of 
salutation. The point of it is this, we 
would like very much to have such a letter 
on City of Pittsburgh stationery signed by 
as many Members of the Council who 
would be willing to do so, that we can then 
put in the hands of the parents of the 
school committee, that they can then take 
to those figures in the British educational 
setup to help them argue on behalf of their 
school. 

I confess, I do not know who the 
appropriate person would be in the British 
bure aucr acy, it is hard enough to know 
who to see in the Allegheny County 
bureaucracy. So that is the reason then it 
is addressed “To Whom It May Concern”. 

“As Members of the Council of the 
City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, we 
respectfully request reconsideration of the 
denial of state support to Meanscoil 
Feirste, 

“It is our understanding that in five 
years, this community-initiated school has 
grown from nine to 100 students, and 
offers a high standard of instruction in 
each of the 13 subjects taught there. 
Further, it is our understanding that the 
results of student examinations and state 
inspections have confirmed the school’s 
high quality and professionalism of 
instruction. 

“We would point out that denial of 
state support to Meanscoil Feirste appears 
unjust and unduly harsh and gives the 


perception of being punitive to one section 
of the community. 

“We note that our expressions of 
support for Meanscoil Feirste have come 
from Dr. Christopher McGimpsey, Belfast 
City Councilor and Honorary Secretary of 
the Ulster Unionist Party, and from 
women of the Shankill Road who are 
organizing Irish language classes.” 

Let me interrupt myself at this 
point to say, that these are references to 
people who are representatives of an 
opinion and loyalist community and a 
Protestant community in Belfast. 

“Together with our constituents in 
The Gaelic League of Pittsburgh, we 
believe that the Irish language represents 
an avenue for community reconciliation 
and greater awareness of a shared heritage, 
irrespective of politics or creed. In this 
context we find the denial of funding to 
Meanscoil Feirste particularly unhelpful 
and seemingly in contradiction to the spirit 
of the peace process, which we all 
earnestly endorse.” 

And, I want to go back to that point 
very quickly. There are segments in the 
loyalist community which today and have 
always had warm feelings for the Irish 
language and it really is unhelpful on the 
part of the British Government to seem to 
be being unfair, to be persecuting the 
nationalist community because of their use 
of the Irish language, when the Irish 
language can, in fact, be and has been in 
the past a means of unifying both 
elements, both traditions in the 
co mmuni ty 

And, that’s the letter. 


The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, can we do that in the 
form of a motion? Thank you. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

All in favor of circulating the letter 
with our individual signatures? 

Ms. McDonald: 

I do not believe in state support of 
any private or parochial schools. I’m sorry. 

The Chain 

I would like to suggest we have the 
discussion under Motions and Resolutions 
about the letter. So, there’s no 
disagreement with the proclamation at this 
point. We’ll have an opportunity to 
discuss it 

But, I would like the gentleman 
maybe to respond with an additional 
comment after the picture, if you would 
like, having raised the same issue in the 
hallway prior to the meeting. If you could 
address that similar issue I raised with the 
Councilman. 

Mr. Gilmore: 

In the context of the United States, 

I personally agree wholeheartedly with 
Ms. McDonald. But, the educational 
system in Northern Ireland works 
differently. There are different kinds of 


schools. There are schools that are 

organized by the community, there are 
schools that are operated by one or another 
churches and the government provides 
support to all of them. There is not the 
kind of public school system that we know 
and appreciate, I hope, in the United 
States. 

So, that is the system that is 
already in place. I would feel very 
uncomfortable and I think the Gaelic 
League would as an organization coming 
to the Council asking Council to support 
any — ask any government anywhere to 
support a private school of any kind ; but 
that is not exactly the way it is, that is not 
the way it operates over there. That is the 
structure that is in place. They do not have 
our public school system. It is up to 
churches and the local community to 
initiate the school. 

So, this is a community school. 
This is a school that has been set up by 
parents in the absence of any other kind of 
school in which they can give their 
children education to the meaning of the 
Irish language. It is a non-sectarian 
school, and it is not a church school. It is 
a community school that is looking for 
state support 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. We will 
have some more discussion on this. I 
appreciate it 

We have a number of guests in the 
audience this morning. At this time I 
would like to call on Council woman 
Valerie McDonald. 




Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you, Mr. President I would 
like to call all members of Westinghouse 
High School forward. All of them. Oh, 
boy. 

The Chain 

You, too, O. B. 

Ms. McDonald: 

This is indeed a pleasure. Now, I 
want to tell you, I did not go over the 
names before I came in but I am going to 
do my best So, now Ms. Jones is going to 
correct me. Just like Joe had a little prep 
there, I am going to ask if you would 
correct me if I mispronounce your names 
or the student whose name 1 
mispronounce, just yell it out the way it is 
supposed to be pronounced. 

I will read the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1749 WHEREAS, Westinghouse 
High School Girls' Basketball T eam 
overcame a 16 point deficit to defeat Perry 
High school by a score of64-62 to become 
the City League Champions; and, 

WHEREAS, under the leadership of 
Coach Phyllis Jones, the team members 
include: Tamica Hunter, Tanesha Carter, 
Dayna Banner, Danyelle Booker, Josina 
Brooks, Marlene Williams, Nicole Bey, 
Nakeya Nelson, Alexis Wilkes, Ruqqayah 
Ismaeli, Carlisa W illiam^ Adrienne 
Lockett, Kenya Littrice, Keona Brown, 
Ja*NaIe Bennett, Tionda Jennings, 
Myneesha Miller, Ebonie Chestnut, 
Khadijah Waalee, and Brandi Peele are 
champions off the court as well with 14 of 
the 20 girls on the honor roll with a G.P.A. 
of 3.0 or higher, and. 


WHEREAS, Coach Jones has been 
with the Bulldogs for 5 years, however, 
this is her first Championship Title. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates and commends 
Westinghouse High School Girls 
Basketball Team for a Championship 
season both on and off the court 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

And, I would like to have Ms. 
Jones say a few words, the Principal, Mr. 
Young — okay — Coach Webb, and any of 
the student representatives, whatever so 
choose. 

But, before I do that — now, this is 
on the lighter side. There is a father in the 
a u di enc e. His nam e is Oliver Banner. 
They call him O. B. I would like Him to 
come forward, too, because this mao has 
been ragging me — I’m going to say 
something political. Okay. I don’t care. I 
got the mike. He was ra gging me for 
months because he was in charge of the 
sign crew for my campaign He was the 
lawn sign/window sign mair anH he said I 
never, never commended them during my 
swearing in on November 22nd. He has 
never let me forget it 

I wish to commend Mr. Oliver 
Banner, on the lighter side, for the sign 
team. But, I am glad he is here because he 
is definitely a dedicated father and he 
keeps me in touch as to what is going on at 





Westinghouse High School and with the 

students there. 

Now, Ms. Jones. 

Ms. Jones: 

It is indeed an honor to be here. 
We would like to thank elected officials 
such as Valerie McDonald for allowing us 
to be here, and we accept this resolution 
on behalf of our Principal Mr. Lester 
Young, our Assistant Coach Mr. George 
Webb, and the players and our families 
and our friends and our community. 

Like we said before, Mr. Webb and 
I have often discussed about the girls 9 
basketball team, this is one of the best 
basketball teams that we believe, any way, 
in the history of George Westinghouse 
High School. Like it was said, they not 
only achieve on the court but they achieve 
off the court, which is the most important 
We do stress academics first, the sports 
come second. 

One thing I do want to say is, the 
success of the team often comes behind — 
and you don't hear this a whole lot any 
more — it was the parents of these young 
ladies who supported this team, and it 
made my job a lot easier. And, it is not 
often heard of any more but these parents 
are to be commended, also our Principal 
and, like I said, Mr. Webb, who really 
stuck behind us 100 percent These girls 
are to be commended, they really are. 

I will turn it over to Mr. Webb and 
he’ll turn it over to Mr. Young. 


Mr. Webb: 

Actually I wasn’t going to say 
anything but Mr. Young brought me up. 
So, Ms. Jones is a very young basketball 
coach but she’s old in knowledge. When I 
say that, she assisted me some years 
before, and 1 would like to say that, what 
you see here is just the be ginning. These 
young ladies have a corps group that I 
think is going to erase all the records that 
they have set already. 

Ms. Jones has done an outstanding 
job in leading these young ladies, not only 
athletically but academically. And, this is 
one of the thing s we stress more than 
anything else, that the young ladies be 
well-read, they do their work, they 
sacrifice a lot This is some of the things 
that people don’t understand. In order to 
be a great athlete you have to sacrifice, and 
these young ladies sacrificed a lot and it 
worked out, because in the end they won a 
City Championship which was one of the 
main goals. Ms. Jones leadership has been 
outstanding and I would like to say that 
because she’s standing here and I would 
say it anywhere else. She’s done a 
wonderful job with the young ladies and 
they are going to remember her as long as 
they live. Thank you. 

Mr. Young: 

First of all, I would like to thank 
the City of Pittsburgh, City Council and in 
particularly, Councilwoman McDonald, 
who has always been an adamant 
supporter of George Westinghouse High 
School from the time that she was on the 
School Board and probably before. We 
hope to see her around for quite some 
time. 





And, as far as the team goes, I have 
probably the best job in the City of 
Pittsburgh being the Principal of George 
Westinghouse High School and being 
associated with the Lady Bulldogs. This is 
a team that doesn’t just win games when 
they can, they win games any time they 
want to, and I have a suspicion that they 
will probably do it consistently for the 
next couple of years. Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. And, thank you, Mr. 
Young, for coming out in full force. And, 
ladies, you look beautiful. I just wanted to 
say that I was having difficulty this 
morning with my hair. One piece decided 
to have a min d of its own and it just didn’t 
want to lay down, but you all look 
beautiful. So, let’s get a picture. Thank 
you. 

For this next resolution I would 
like to ask to come forward the Reverend 
Dr. Leroy Patrick. Reverend Patrick, of 
course, is no stranger to city politics or any 
politics. 

I am going to read the resolution. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1750 WHEREAS, Rev. Dr. 
Leroy Patrick, founder of the Bethesda 
Center, Inc. will celebrate 20 years of 
partnership with families; and, 

WHEREAS, Rev. Dr. Leroy Patrick 
served as pastor of Bethesda Presbyterian 
Church from 1951-1985 and Executive 
Director of Bethesda Center. Inc. from 
1975 until he retired in 1985; and, 

WHEREAS, Rev. Dr. Leroy Patrick 
served on the Pittsburgh Public School 
Board during the 1960's and he has also 


been politically active for a number of 
years. He chaired the Allegheny County 
Black Political Organization and was also 
a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention; and, 

WHEREAS, Rev. Dr. Leroy Patrick 
is a 1959 graduate of Lincoln University. 
He is a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Golden Shield Lodge, Saint 
Cyprian Consistory and S ahar a Temple, 
where he is a 33rd degree mason. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes Rev. Dr. Leroy 
Patrick for empowering families by 
addressing the social, emotional, and 
educational needs of individuals wi thin the 
community. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Congratulations, Dr. Patrick. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I’m going to let you have the 
podium because I know - 

Rev. Dr. Patrick: 

Well, I have to mak e one 
correction. I wish — 

Ms. McDonald: 

I knew it 




Rev. Dr. Patrick: 

I wish it were not necessary. But, 
you say, the Reverend Dr. Leroy Patrick is 
a 1959 graduate of Lincoln. I wish it were 
1959. Actually it is 1939. 

The Chain 

We were trying to be polite. We 
were being polite, Dr. Patrick. 

Rev. Dr. Patrick: 

We’ll keep the ‘59 here, however. 
This helps my ego. 1 need this sometimes. 
Oh, yeah. 

It is a pleasure, Councilwoman 
McDonald, and Members of Council, and 
Mr. President, to accept this honor that 
you have bestowed upon me today. I 
accept it, not only for myself but for a 
church, which I had behind me for those 
35 years, for a community center, which 
helped me so much in meeting with the 
boys and girls, young men and women of 
the Homewood-Brushton community and 
for the total community with which I have 
worked for many decades now. 

My working years are behind me, I 
retired in 1985. So, I have been retired for 
some ten years now. But, I am conscious 
of the fact that all those years I had behind 
me the Homewood-Brushton community 
and even the City of Pittsburgh, 
particularly when I was a Member of the 
School Board and that final year when I 
was the President of the School Board. 
So, I have a long history then of activity in 
this community as I have tried to make the 
Civil Rights life come alive and as I have 
tried to make the politics of this City more 
humane and bringing it to the being of the 


communities which with I have been 

associated. 

And, I have been very conscious of 
the feet that in spite of all that one may 
have done over these decades with my life 
here in Pittsburgh, I sometimes feel I marte 
very little yardage. I sometimes feel that I 
am still on the 50-yard line, as it were, but 
I cannot go back now, it is too late. 

We are living in a - to repeat some 
remarks that I made on Saturday night 
when some friends were doing a similar 
thing, honoring me at a dinn er — we live in 
an era that is much meaner than it was 
when I was doing the bulk of my work in 
my professional capacity. There is a 
meanness in the national temper today that 
was not there. 

The news media is making much 
of the feet that there has been a revolution 
— feat is fee word they like to use — in 
Washington. I fail to see fee revolution. 
You recall fee statistics are feat about 38 
percent only of the electorate voted in this 
November election and of that 38 percent 
fee Republicans got a bare majority. So 
that we really have them getting about 20 
percent, if you give them fee benefit of fee 
doubt, which means that one in five voters 
in this country only went in Republic, fee 
other four did not So, what do you say, if 
they are taking a hundred people and 80 
percent say they did not do this and 20 
percent say, we did, that’s a revolution. It 
is not a revolution, it is rather a 
continuation of what is actually the 
political mainstream of American life, 
namely, that conservative element which 
has always been present in American life. 
The only period of significance, when 
liberalism had its heyday, was during the 




Revolutionary War, when we had the — I 
hope I am not speaking too long here. 

Ms. McDonald: 

No, go on. 

Rev. Dr. Patrick: 

— the Declaration of Independence, 
which promulgated the equality of man 1 
this kind of egalitarianism that was on the 
lips of everyone, and during that period 
were quickly lost once the war with 
England was won and the conservative 
stance of American life reappeared and has 
been with us for decades and really until 
the coining of the Roosevelt era. From the 
Roosevelt era until, roughly, Carter era, 
we had some liberalism. There was in 
disperse, of course, others, some 
conservatism even there. 

But, by and large, conservatism is 
in the mainstream of American political 
history and it is liberalism which is the 
aberration. Well, now if liberalism is the 
aberration, then we who consider 
ourselves liberal must right all the harder 
to see that such gains as we were able to 
make in these decades of the Roosevelt 
era, beginning with that era, that they are 
not completely lost. 

There is a concerted effort, as you 
all know, by the conservative stance of 
American life to return to a status quo, 
which was bad for the country and which 
was absolutely worse for the Black 
American, for the African-American, 
which is nothing in the past which we 
want together. We have a monarch come 
now in this day of Civil Rights and the 
observance of our Civil Liberties and the 
appreciation for jobs and for housing and 


so on. We have laws on the books, we 
must concern ourselves and there are those 
who must see that those laws are enforced. 

We stand then at an era in 
American life when we must, must fight 
all the harder for the rights of man, as it 
were, and to see that in this nation we shall 
have a government of the people for the 
people by the people. 

The nation was founded, as I said 
in a note to — they didn’t print it and I 
don’t know whether they will print it — to 
the paper. This country was founded by 
white men for white men of white men, 
even white women were not included. 
Was it Abigail Adams, who asked her 
husband, who was in the Constitutional 
Convention, to try to get into the 
Constitution a provision for giving women 
their rights, and she was not able to get 
that in, he was not able to get that in, and it 
took a 14th Amendment, almost a century 
later, before we, who are black, became 
citizens. 

So, I have said that this country 
was founded by enslaving one race and by 
annihilating another and it has had that 
kind of conservative stance throughout its 
history. Therefore, we must work all the 
harder, we who would mak e of this nation 
a greater nation, we must work all the 
harder to see that the gains we have made, 
that they will not be turned around by 
anyone, particularly by those who consider 
themselves, quote, the elected leadership 
elites of this country. 

But, as I’ve said, these are the 
essence of remarks I made on Saturday 
night. I thank you for giving me a chance 
to say this because I think it needs to be 
said and I think the public news media 




is not saying it in the way that it should be 

said. 

So, thank you again, Mr. President, 
and Council, for the honoring you have 
given me here today, I appreciate it. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Dr. Patrick. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Well-spoken, very well-spoken. 

Is Michelle Massie in? Michelle, 
come on up. Do you have any famil y 
members with you? 

Michelle Massie: 

My mom. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Come on. All members of the 
Michelle Massie family. 

The Chair: 

Ail her fan club, any friends or 

family. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, fan club. Do you have a fan 
club with you, Michelle? No, just those 
two. 

MS. MCDONALD PRESENTS 

No. 1751 WHEREAS, Michelle 
Massie, a 16 year old junior at Allderdice 
High School, recently won a Black History 
essay contest sponsored by Integra Bank; 
and. 


WHEREAS, Michelle Massie 

received S250 dollars in contest winnings 
which she donated to Allderdice Library to 
begin a multi-cultural library. Michelle 
donated her money because when she went 
to do research on her essay about Alex 
Haley she found no books on Him in the 
school library: and, 

WHEREAS, Michelle has played a 
major role in 80 books being added to the 
Allderdice Library which include books on 
Blacks, Native Americans, Asians, Jews 
and others, which include titles such as 
"Dismantling Racism," "Dancing Voices: 
Wisdom of the American Indian,” and 
"Schindler’s List" just to name a few; and, 

WHEREAS, Michelle is a gifted 
student with a G.P.A. of 3.3. She is the 
District Chairperson of Youth Crime 
Watch, Vice President of her Junior Class 
and Drum Major for the school band. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Michelle Massie 
for her unselfish desire to share the 
knowledge of other cultures with her 
fellow students. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

This is something that we all can be 
very, very proud of. I mean this is one of 
these unsung acts of heroism. 

So, Michelle, I am going to give you 
the mike. 

Michelle Massie: 

I would just like to thank all of the 
adult leaders of Pittsburgh for recognizing 
that the youth have something to offer to 
this City and that we will be the future 
leaders of this City. So, it is nice that you 







can recognize that we have something to 
give back. 

I would also like to stress the need for 
a multi-cultural education in the City of 
Pittsburgh throughout the public schools, 
the parochial schools and the private 
schools. 

America is growing and Pittsburgh 
has such a diverse population that we 
should be learning about everybody that 
contributed to this City and to the 
American culture, because American 
culture is just a mixture of everyone else’s 
culture, so why should we just learn about 
one section of the United States when we 
can leam about everybody that belongs 
here. 

So, thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Michelle, I think all of Council wants 
to applaud you for your leadership. 
Definitely. 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, you said really what I 
was going to say. I just want to thank 
Valerie McDonald for bringing this young 
lady down here. I am sure it must not 
have been easy to give up that $250.00, 
but believe it or not, you actually got more 
in return and we all got more in return, and 
that is, doing such a wonderful thing for 
Allderdice and for the community, and it 
is just great to have you down here. Thank 
you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Next I would like Eddie Givner and 
James Henderson to come forward, as well 
as Jennifer Germany of Youthbuild, and 
any other representatives that would like to 


come forward, so they can be commended 
on an act of heroism. All the 
Youthbujlders coming, huh. You see that 
they are ready to work. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1752 WHEREAS, nine people 
including a woman and child were 
stranded in a burning apartment building 
located at 120 N. Homewood Avenue in 
Point Breeze; and, 

WHEREAS, two young men, Eddie 
Givner, 24 years of age and James 
Henderson, 19 years of age, cousins, both 
students of Youthbuild, Pittsburgh, Inc. 
were having lunch in the apartment 
building when the smoke detector alarmed. 
The two gentlemen saw fire in the hallway 
and they jumped out of the first floor 
apartment window; and, 

WHEREAS, once out of the burning 
building Eddie Givner and James 
Henderson heard screams and cries that 
were coming from the building. Acting 
quickly they climbed telephone poles, 
broke apartment windows and helped 
bring five of the nine people to safety, 
including the woman with the baby on the 
third floor; and, 

WHEREAS, Eddie Givner and James 
Henderson risked their own lives to save 
the lives of others; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Eddie Givner and 
James Henderson for their unselfish act of 
heroism. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Again, when you talk about the youth 
and what are they doing. No, they're not 



hanging out on the street You only see a 

minority of our youth, when you parade 
around the streets and see than hanging 
out and doing nothing and then the nneHja 
picks up on this. That is the small faction 
of our community. This is the majority of 
our youth, people who desperately want to 
have the same opportunities afforded to 
them as everyone else and are w illin g to 
work hard through such organizations as 
Youthbuild, to be able to compete in the 
job market and to make good citizens of 
themselves, including saving the lives of 
other community members. 

Do you want to say anything? Come 
on over. 

Mr. Givnen 

Yes, I do. First of all, I would say, it 
is an honor to be here and to thank die 
City, the City Council, and my mother and 
God because without those two it wouldn’t 
be possible to do what I’ve done. 

Now — well, I don’t need this. I 
don’t need this. 1 think I’m going to take 
it from the heart 

But, like I said, I would like to thank 
my mother, God, my girlfriend, 
Youthbuild, my colleagues, for supporting 
me in doing what I did and everything. 

And. I would like you guys know 
about the Youthbuild Program that we’re 
in. Like this lady said, yeah, we’re not all 
out here on the streets doing bad, 
everybody has good in them. As you can 
see, I’ve did a good deed. People might 
look at me as if, well, he doesn’t do it 

But, we need everybody’s support to 
keep this program going on. The more 
support we get, the more people we can 
get into these programs, the more kids, 
young adults, teenagers, will be off the 
streets and everybody will have something 
to do. 


Mr. Henderson: 

I just want to say, thank you, 
everybody, and thanks to the Youthbuild 
for giving this award and die City and 
everything. 

And, like you said, yeah, we need 
some support for our program so we can 
keep it going on, so kids that really want 
to do something with their lives can do it 
Without the support they can’t do it 
Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Ayes ha Alexander: 

1 am the Chairperson at the 
Youthbuild of Pittsburgh, and as they were 
just saying, we heard some disappointing 
news this morning, that they’re talking 
about cutting the funding for Youthbuild, 
and I feel that is very upset ting because 
this is one of the only programs we have in 
our communities to help get the gangs off 
the streets, all the violence off the streets 
and here they’re talking about cutting it, 
and as soon as they see everybody han ging 
on the streets again j not doing no thing 
with themselves, they want to just beat us 
up, throw us in jail, like they always do. 
But, I feel it is upsetting that they’re 
talking about cutting our funding. We 
need everybody’s help, the whole 
community, every community to get 
together, help keep this program going. 
That’s all. 

Mr. Givnen 

I would just like to introduce the 
person who made Youthbuild possible. 
Ms. Germany. 

Ms. Germany: 

We are here trying to make young 
people make a difference in their 
community. And, I think when the call 
came through that Eddie and James were 
not at work my first thought is. they're 





not back from lunch yet Little did I know 
that they were moving in to doing die 
things that we’re training them to do, is to 
make the decision when it is important to 
make the decision, and we didn’t know 
what that decision was but they were 
screaming over die phone there was a fire, 
litde did we know that the weeks we spent 
in leadership training and giving to your 
own community, was going to take affect 
at that time. 

I think Youthbuild Programs across 
the country are worried at this time. So, 
the young people, we make 
announcements to them every morning of 
what is happening in this country because 
we’re building young citizens that need to 
be voters and they need to be informed on 
all fronts. 

So, forgive us if we’re making a 
forward statement this morning in light of 
both of these awards, but the cuts are 
serious. We need die support of all 
communities. We would like to see this 
program in every community, and we have 
— our phone rings 24 hours a day with 
people around this country trying to do the 
same thing. 

So, we want not to build jails, we 
want to have preventive kinds of 
programs. And, the cuts that we heard was 
that the House had passed a 416 million 
dollar cut in AmeriCorps, if it passes the 
Senate this week, we will not have 30 of 
our young people sitting here, who are 
already standing in front of you that are 
from AmeriCorps, and we are doing a 
good job. Come out and see us. 

The Chain 

Here, here. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. I have a resolution that 1 
presented on Sunday. I would like for two 
gentlemen to come forward, Mr. Sylvester 
Johnson, Jr., and Mr. James Tillman. 
Also, family and friends of Mr. Tillman 
and Mr. Johnson, please also come 


forward. Is Ms. Tucker here? I want 
everybody that is part of this group. 
Everybody who is part of this group, come 
forward. 

And, 1 am going to preface reading 
the resolution by asking Ms. Linda 
Johnson-Wasler to please stand since she’s 
also part of the family. That’sright I told 
you, I told you. 

Mr. Sylvester Johnson is the father of 
Ms. Linda Johnson-Wasler. And, also, 
before 1 read the resolution commending 
Mr. Tillman and Mr. Johnson, I do want to 
say, at the event on Sunday commending 
the soldiers there were a few other 
African-American soldiers, part of this 
group, that were there that were not 
mentioned but should be included. And, I 
will just read all of the names: Staff 
Sergeant Sylvester Nathaniel Johnson, 
Staff Sergeant James Savin Tillman, Staff 
Sergeant Milton Porter, Sergeant Edward 
Jones and Corporal Earl Goodson. 

Your Mr. Goodson? Are any of the 
other soldiers — just Mr. Goodson. 

Now, I am going to read the 
resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1753 WHEREAS, on Sunday, 
March 19, 1995, the Ninety-Second 
Infantry Division World War II 
Association will honor two soldiers of the 
Buffalo Division - SSG. Sylvester 
Johnson, Jr. and SSG. James T illman. , both 
bom and raised in Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, the Ninety-Second 
Infantry Buffalo Division of the United 
States Army was called to active duty on 
October 15, 1942, with the division 
headquarters located in Fort McClellan, 
Alabama; and, 

WHEREAS, the mission of the 
Ninety- Second Infantry Buffalo Division 
was to maintain pressure on enemy forces 
in the coastal area of the Ligurian Sea in 
order to prevent the movement of enemy 




troops to the Bologna area where the Fifth 

Army planned to make its major thrust 
through the Gothic Line into the Po River 
Valley; and, 

WHEREAS, SSG. Sylvester Johnson, 
Jr. and SSG. James Tillman were 
outstanding Buffalo Soldiers. Both men 
have received decorations that include: 
The Combat Infan tr yman 's Badge, The 
Good Conduct Medal, and The European 
Theater of Operations Ribbon. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes SSG. Sylvester 
Johnson, Jr. and SSG. James Tillman for 
their perseverance, patriotism and selfless 
dedication to the idea of freedom; ami 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares Sunday, March 19, 1995 as 
Buffalo Soldier Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCLARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

And your name will be added, Mr. 
Goodson. You know what, I’m going to 
change this. So, Pm going to keep it, 
because Pm going to make them right. 
And, then I do have the proclamation from 
the Mayor’s Office. 

This is history. You know when I 
first went on Sunday, I didn’t know what 
was going on, I said, I have some 
resolutions, and then I read the program 
md I read the history, and it ma de me feel 
very good inside. It made me feel so 
Droud to see history. I mean this was a 
regiment. And, remember, we had a lot of 
•acism that made black units — and they 
were segregated, you could not be in the 
white units. They separated everyone. 
Well, this is the historical black unit. 


They had calvary men and infantrymen, 

and this was an infant ry unit, and they 
risked their lives for a country that did not 
welcome them with the same degree of 
equality that they did the other soldiers, 
and yet they still fought and yet they still 
were proud and yet they still held their 
heads up high. I think that goes beyond 
the call of duty, and I think it is just 
something extra special about these 
soldiers. So, I am very proud, and I am 
very proud that we have an historical 
figure herself, Ms. Linda Johnson-Wasler, 
the first female City Clerk, and that she is 
part of this family. 

So, I want to commend them. I 
understand that Mr. Johnson himself is an 
advent swimmer, and Mr. Tillman — and 
they are both very religious people, and 
like I said, I am just very, very proud of 
them. 

And, I would like for Mr. Tillman to 
come forward, and if he would like to have 
a few words, and then Mr. Johnson anH 
then Mr. Goodson, if you would like to 
say a few words. 

Mr. Tillman: 

Councilwoman Valerie, we know her 
as that, and also Jim Ferlo, City Council 
President, and all the Councilmembers, I 
would just like to give thankc to some of 
the ones that help make this possible for us 
to receive these awards. Lieutenant 
Colonel Pat Tucker, Mariams Jackson and 
Sergeant Brown. We also got some 
proclamation from the Mayor Murphy, it 
was passed out to us. And, I would like to 
thank the City Council for giving us that — 
made the 19th of March, I believe, yes, as 
the Ninety-Second Division Day in 
Pittsburgh. That was a great honor. We’re 
thankful. 

And, I would like to say in brief, we 
listened to Valerie as she told some of the 
things about the Ninety-Second, and I tell 
you, I was only 21 years of age, but when 
we were called to duty, I was somewhat 
against war but I know that I had to do my 
part, and when I got in the Army I was in 




the Ninety-Second Infantry Division, the 
only black division that we had, and they - 

- I’ll tell you how we got in there was 
because of the papers, the black 
newspapers and our black politicians, they 
demanded United States put men in their 
fighting units because all of us were 
mosdy working. So, they made up the 
Ninety-Second and they carried us down 
and we trained for Africa, they said that 
we could take the heat, and that’s why 
they made the Ninety-Second up. But, 
after that campaigning was over, then they 
said, well, they want to break us up, but 
our people came in again, said they had 
served, they had been training for six 
months, you cannot break them up now. 
So, they said, well, we’U make mountain 
fighters out of them. 

So, after a year and a half — we had 
the hardest training, a year and a half is a 
long time to train - then we went 
overseas. And, I’ll tell you segregation 
was bad at that time, and the Army, as 
Valene said, was segregated, and after all 
that year and a half training in the 
mountains in Arizona, the best training the 
Army had, it was still a question whether 
we would fight or not 

But the thing about it, we did fight 
and we lost over 2,000 men, and we come 
through three major campaigns, many 
were wounded and they made a great 
sacrifice for this country. And, I promised 
on the battle field — yeah. I’m a preacher’s 
son - and 1 promised, if I get oft if the 
Lord let me get oft I would serve him the 
balance of my days. So, I have been 
serving in the church as the Assistant 
Pastor to my father, who is 104 years of 
age, and I have been serving for 50 years 

— yeah, 50 long years — and the one thing 
I wanted to come home to, I wanted to 
come home and marry because 1 didn’t 
think I’d ever get home, but I said. Lord, 
just let me get home and marry and raise a 
family and join the church, and the Lord 
blessed me, my wife is here, I had four 
sons. 

So, I have been proud the way that 
the Lord has blessed me and I am proud 


the way I served. I am serving now under 
another banner but I go to our reunion and 
I recognize the flag and I recognize our 
country. So, we thank you for this honor. 

Mr. Johnson: 

Giving honor to my Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ and to the Council and to the 
Mayor’s Office and all that are responsible 
for this day. This is a day of history, it’s 
50 something years ago but we’re being 
finally recognized, and I hope that library 
that the young lady talked about will have 
some of this history. 

I am standing on the backs of men 
who served in the Buffalo Division, we 
call it the Ninety-Second Division. It 
come out of the feet that in 1866, the first 
regular Army commissioned was the Ninth 
and Tenth Calvary on horseback, and out 
of that were infan try re giments called the 
24th and 25th Infantry. They were finally 
disbanded. They fought during the French 
and Indian War and the Indians dubbed 
those men Buffalo soldiers, and we’re 
standing on the backs of those men today 
who served valiantly back during the 
Spanish-American War, the First World 
War, the French and Indian War and the 
Second World War and some of them are 
still living and I am thankful to be one of 
them. 

I thank my family who’s here with 
me today, and I just appreciate this day. 
Thank you. Council, and thank all those 
who thought of this to be a day of 
recognition. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Goodson: 

I would like to thank Council, City of 
Pittsburgh, Council lady McDonald and 
everyone else that is involved with this 
program. 

I graduated from Westinghouse High 
School and got a job with the City of 
Pittsburgh and right after a year with the 
City of Pittsburgh I was drafted into the 
Army, sent to Fort McClellan. 
Fortunately, by having an education I took 



a test and become a tank driver. I served - 

I didn’t go across seas. I got hurt in 
Louisiana and spent quite a number — a 
couple of years in the Veteran’s Hospital 
And, ’when this p ro gram came up I had 
blacked it out because when I got 
discharged from the Army 1 had so many 
bad experiences, that 1 just dropped it, and 
I didn’t realize that they had this prog ra m 
last Sunday and then 1 walked in and seen 
my division on the brochure, it just rang a 
bell, I said, well, that’s me. But, for some 
reason, after going through what I did in 
the war and after 1 got discharged, 1 came - 
-1 was in Aspinwall Hospital for about 18 
months, and after I got discharged from 
Aspinwall Hospital, I come back to the 
City of Pittsburgh and I was currently 
employed with Environmental Services for 
37 years as a Supervisor with 
Environmental Services. 1 served under 
three Mayors in this building and I was 
appointed to my supervisory position by 
each Mayor. So that told me that it wasn’t 
politics, it was qualification, and that’s 
why I tell the young people today, get their 
education because it goes a long way. 
And, 1 would like to thank all of you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

That’s right Thank you, Mr. 
Goodson. And, these are all Pittsburghers. 
Lieutenant Colonel Tucker. 

Lt CoL Tucker: 

I am Lieutenant Colonel Patricia 
Tucker, and first I just have to give honor 
to God for helping, he inspired me to do 
this for Brother Johnson and the other 
soldiers. And, I wanted to let you know 
that I knew that this was the first time that 
they had been honored and it gave me 
great pleasure to do this because it has 
been over 50 years since they have been 
discharged from the service. And, I am a 
graduate of Command and General Staff 
College, that’s a military college, for 
anyone that knows, and in my course of 


trai nin g for that, we had very little military 

history that talked about the black soldiers. 

So, I am going to make the public 
aware, we need our history put back into 
the history books -1 mean — put back into 
— we need it added to the history books 
because it is not there, and it is sad that it 
is 50 years later but at least it was done 
before they passed away, because there 
was a commemorative service for the 
Buffalo Soldiers in 1994 in Washington, 
D.C., but a number of people didn’t even 
know that there were black men that 
served in World War I, World War II, 
so it gave me great pleasure to do this. 

And, when I sent out the invitation 
I said, this is an extension of Black History 
Month, and the reason we had to do that 
there was just too much tied up in 
February, and you know February is the 
shortest month, so we had to extend it into 
March. 

So, hopefully we can do something 
about that, too, because it shouldn’t be just 
a monthly thing that we recognize our 
black heroes. 

And, I would like to thank Council 
and I would like to thank Mayor Murphy 
for helping us to give these gentlemen 
their recognition. 

I also would like to thank 
Marianne Jackson and Twanda Carlisle for 
all the help that they gave me because we 
were in tune with each other through FAX 
and through the telephone and they really 
helped us to do this, and I would like to 
thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 





Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Mr. Onorato. Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I would just like to address the 
three gentlemen teal briefly and thank you 
personally. I think the three of you 
represent what it really means to be an 
American hero and I appreciate what you 
have done. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you all and congratulations. 

At this time I believe we have one 
to be read into the record on behalf of our 
colleague Councilman O’Connor. At this 
time if the City Clerk could please read 
this into the record. We have a couple 
from Councilwoman McDonald also. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1754 WHEREAS, on Saturday, 
March 18, 1995, Reverend Thomas J. 
Jackmon, Sr., The Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of Prince Hall Masons of 
Pennsylvania, will be hosting a town 
meeting at Reizenstein Middle School; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Reverend Thomas J. 
Jackmon will speak on the Social Ills that 
confront our communities in hopes of 
working together as a community to find 
solutions to the problems that plague our 
neighborhoods: and, 

WHEREAS, Reverend Thomas J. 
Jackmon recently retired from a career 


with the U.S. Government after being 
employed for 37 years. He has also served 
two yean on the Board of the Chester 
County Community Action Board, 
representing the Paoli area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes Reverend Thomas 
J. Jackmon for his Community 
Involvement 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1755 WHEREAS, on March 25, 
1995 Renaissance Publications will host 
its 10th annual Black Extravaganza, a gala 
salute to honor African Americans who 
have had an impact on the quality of life 
for all Pittsburghers; and, 

W HEREA S, this year the Black 
Extravaganza will pay a special tribute to 
nationally known "Men of Distinction" 
from Pittsburgh which include: 

Stanley Tmremine 
Don Marbury 
Robert Mosley 
Adam Wade 


WHEREAS, the stellar line-up of 
1995 Black Trailblazers include: 

Honorable Cynthia Baldwin - Law 
William A.G. Fisher - Education 
Julia Gaines - Business 
Helena Hughes - Education 
Frankie Mae Jeter - Community 
Empowerment 

Helen Wright - Nursing Education 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 


of Pittsburgh, recognizes the 1995 Black 

Trailblazer Awardees and "Men of 
Distinction" for their service to the African 
American community and hereby 
proclaims March 25, 1995 as 

TRAILBLAZER DAY in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1756 WHEREAS, the City of 
Pittsburgh’s children are its most valuable 
resource; and, 

WHEREAS, many children face 
illnesses which require treatment at 
Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, the future of children's 
health care depends upon our commitment 
to providing children with the best health 
care possible; and, 

WHEREAS, Children and Hospitals 
Week™ is a week of educational 
programming to increase public, parental, 
and professional knowledge of the 
importance for improving the ways in 
which the emotional and developmental 
needs of children are met in all health care 
settings; and, 

WHEREAS, the overall theme of 
Children and Hospitals Week™ j S 
"Commitment to Caring," which reflects 
the united commitment of health 
professionals and parents for quality 
pediatric care. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby encourage 
citizens to participate in activities in 
recognition of Children and Hospitals 
Week™; and. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 

the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does 
hereby declare March 19-25. 1995, as 
Children and Hospitals WeekTM - m the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution 

MR RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

1 would like to say hello to Joey’s 
mom, Mrs. Cusick, in the audience today. 
Welcome. 

MR ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1757 Resolution providing 
that the City of Pittsburgh enter into a 
professional services contract with Capital 
Management Enterprises (CME) for the 
purpose of preparing and analyzing a 
request for proposal for City Workers’ 
Compensation services at a cost not to 
exceed Thirty Thousand Dollars, from 
Code Account 44, Workers’ 
Compensation Program, Department of 
Finance. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 

MR RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1758 Resolution granting unto 
Andrew Slywczuk, 1201 Sarah Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15203, his 
successors and assigns, an encroachment 
to construct, maintain and use at his own 
cost and expense, a fire escape in a portion 
of the right-of-way along Enon Way in the 




17th Ward, 3rd Council District of the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

Also, 

No. 1759 Resolution granting unto 
Ernest Stem and Family, Fulton Building, 
101 Sixth Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
15222, their successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense, a sign 
marquee over a portion of the right-of-way 
along Sixth Street in the 2nd Ward, 6th 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1760 Resolution authorizing 
the City of Pittsburgh to submit a grant 
application to and execute relevant 
agreements with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Resources 
under the provisions of the Pennsylvania 
Rivers Conservation Program. The 
maximum planning grant available under 
this program is $50,000. 

Also, 

No. 1761 Resolution providing for 
the designation as an Historic Structure 
under Section 513 of Chapter 1007 of the 
Code of Ordinances that certain structure 
located at 121-123 First Avenue (also 
known as 120-122 Boulevard of the 
Allies), designated as Block and Lot 
Number l-G-125, in the First Ward, City 
of Pittsburgh. 

Also, 


No. 1762 Resolution providing for 
the designation as an Historic Structure 
under Section 513 of Chapter 1007 of the 
Code of Ordinances that certain structure 
located 125 First Avenue, designated as 
Block and Lot Number l-G-201, in the 
First Ward, City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Planning, Znning and 
Land Use. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chair: 

Under Unfinished Business we 
have Bill 1687. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1687 Resolution re-appointing 
Thomas W. Armstrong, 5th and Wood 
Streets, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15222, 
as a Member of the City of Pittsburgh’s 
Planning Commission, with a term to 
expire January 1,1999. 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

Is there any discussion on the re¬ 
appointment of Mr. Armstrong to the 
Planning Commission. Hearing none, I 
would ask for a roll call vote at this time. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 



Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Preset) 

AYES 6 NOES none 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the re¬ 
appointment of Mr. Armstrong was 
approved. 

The Chair: 

The re-appointment of Mr. 
Armstrong is confirmed. 

Are there any other matters under 
Reports of Special Committees or under 
Unfinished Business? Hearing none, we 
will move to the Reports of Committees. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chair: 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1763 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for March 15. 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1625 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $20,000.00 to Thomas B. 
Benamati c/o John D. Ceraso, Esquire, 
Legal Arts Building, 1092 Fifth Avenue, 
New Kensington, PA 15068, in full and 
final settlement of alleged police brutality 
occurring on or about December 2,1989.” 
Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1704 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh, in 
the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000.00), for the purpose of 
establishing an Imprest Fund for the 
Department of Parks and Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 






Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Preset) 

AYES 6 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1708 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh, in 
the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000.00), for the purpose of 
establishing an Imprest Fund for the 
Mayor's Office.” 

Which was read. 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when then- 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
‘ho”. The Clerk will call the roil. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 


Ms. McDonald 

AYES 5 NOES 1 

(MR FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

And there not being a sufficient 
number of majority votes of Council being 
in the affirmative, the bill was tabled. 

The Chain 

Excuse me for a second. I 
apologize. I thought it was a resolution. It 
is actually issuing a warrant to the 
Mayor’s Office. 

I just want to clarify. I just want to 
continue my objections on this notion of 
giving a credit card. I also think it violates 
other sections of the code as it relates to 
the payment, both for travel and other 
procedures in place in the Controller’s 
Office. 

But, having said that, the bill, 
1708, in effect, is tabled at this time. If 
someone comes back in the room we can 
bring it back up or we can wait till — 
recommit it 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Which should be pointed out, 
because it is a warrant and it needs six 
votes then, Mr. President, correct? 

The Chain 

Yes. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. 





The Chair: 

non-profits through the Grants and 
Donations Program by departmental 

Thank you very much. I apologize 
for that. Bill 1708 is effectively tabled at 
this time but can be brought back later. 

invoice is just a great idea. As a matter of 
fact, yesterday we were contacted by a 
block watch in the 29th Ward, which is 

Also, 

Canick here in the City of Pittsburgh, that 
they still have not received their 1994 
funding. 

Bill No. 1709 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with subdivision engineering 
finn(s) to provide subdivision services for 
the City of Pittsburgh for property located 
in the 19th Ward, Council District 4, part 
of 5, Parcel 34-P-l and Parcel 61-C-24, at 
a cost not to exceed $5,000.00.” 

So, I just want to congratulate and 
thank you, Mr. Ferlo, for changing the 
code in such a way that we could help our 
non-profits instead of slowing them down 
through a bureaucratic mess. Thank you. 

The Chair. 

Thank you very much. Other 

Which was read. 

comments? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 

Also, 

the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 

BUI No. 1712 

roll. 

An Ordinance entitled, u Ajq Ordinance 
supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Title 
One-Administrative, Article VII 
Procedures, Chapter 161 - Contracts, by 
adding Section 161.29 - Payment of City 
Council Grants”—AS AMENDED— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO) 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Which was read. 

(Pies’t) 

The Chain 

AYES 6 NOES none 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the biUs, is there any discussion on 
thebUls? Councilman Ricciardi. 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Also, 

Thank you, Mr. Ferlo. The bill 
sponsored by you allowing us to pay our 

Bill No. 1734 




A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the Mayor to 
issue and the City Controller to 
countersign a warrant in the amount of 
Twenty-Four Thousand Ninety-Four 
Dollars and Ninety-One Cents 

($24,094.91) to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania representing the final 
payment required for unclaimed funds for 
the year 1986 .” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1735 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the Mayor to 
issue and the City Controller to 
countersign a warrant in the amount of 
Ten Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-Eight 
Dollars and Forty-Eight Cents 

($10,768.48) to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania representing the initial 
payment required for unclaimed funds for 
the year 1987.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 6 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmati ve 
the bills passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1764 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
March 15, 1995, transmitting one 

resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation, 

BUI No. 1710 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Contract or Contracts, or 
the use of existing Contracts for flexible 
beam guiderails at various locations within 
the City of Pittsburgh, at a cost not to 
exceed Forty Thousand ($40,000.00) 
Dollars, chargeable to and payable from 
Code Account 3-01-30-0020-95, Flexible 
Beams Guiderails ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 



Hearing none, the bill is now ready 

to and payable from Code Account 1103 

for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

(110304), Miscellaneous Services, 

Department of City Planning.” 

Which was read. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

The Chain 

Ayes: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 

AYES 6 NOES none 

names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

Ayes: 

Bill No. 1765 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for March 15, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 6 NOES none 

Which was read, received and filed. 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Bill No. 1713 

MR. ONORATO FOR MR. 

O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

A Resolution entitled. Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with various community 
organizations for 

operational/ administrative expenses, 

maintenance, purchase of equipment; 
and/or minor rehabilitation of 

neighborhood facilities for the benefit of 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh, at a 
cost not to exceed $123,750.00. chargeable 

Bin No. 1766 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for March 15, 
1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 




Also, with an affir mativ e recommendation, 
BUI No. 1699 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the tolling of the deadline for 
reviewing the rate filing of TCI of 
Pennsylvania, Inc., for increases in rates 
for installation and equipment and 
extending the deadline to June 23,1995 
-(SPONSORED BY MR. COHEN) 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1700 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
denying the increase in the rate for Basic 
Service proposed in the Form 1210 filed 
by TCI of Pennsylvania, Inc., on February 
23, 1995 ”—AS AMENDED— 

(SPONSORED BY MR. COHEN) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President. These 
are the two bUls on TCI. I have offered 
substitute bills, actually prepared by 
Ashley Schannauer in our Law 
Department as a result of the discussions 
that we had last Wednesday. 

If I could just briefly describe 
them. If you recall last Wednesday we 
had two bUls up also, one was on the Basic 


Rate increase of TCI, which we rejected 
preliminarily on Wednesday; the other is 
for the equipment and installation charges, 
which we extended the deadline last 
Wednesday but because of the reason for 
rejecting the Basic Rale increase, ’which is 
that TCI did not provide notice to its 
customers, I have offered a substitute bUl 
to reject their installation and equipment 
increases as weU 

So, both of these substitute bills, 
which are in writing in front of everybody, 
are bills that reject TCI’s Basic Rate 
increase and its equipment and installation 
charges, the major reason being that TCI 
did not provide notice to the customers, 
proper notice, under the Federal 
Communications Commission 

Regulations. For the Basic Rate increase, 
of course, it is also that TCI did not 
provide sufficient support for the 
reasonableness of their request and that it 
is not in compliance with FCC 
Regulations. 

So, I would like Council to support 
these as all of you have in the past; this is 
a rejection of their rates, their Basic Rates, 
that we are allowed to, obviously because 
we need to send a message to TCI that 
we’ve had enough and we’re not going to 
take it any more; we’ve had enough of 
their abusing their customers; we’ve had 
enough of their adding junk channels and 
m akin g us pay for them; we’ve had 
enough of their outrageous rate increases; 
we’ve had enough of their late charges 
before our bills are even late; we’ve ha d 
enough of waiting on the phone for an 
hour to try to get in touch with TCI. 
We’re going to say no on these bills where 
we legally can say no, and we legally can 
say no to TCI with these bills, and I 
appreciate Council support 


The Chain 


AYES 7 


NOES none 


Thank you, Mr. Cohen. Are you 
offering an amendment? 

Mr. Cohen: 


And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the 
amendment passed finally. 


Yes. I just described them, Mr. 
President 

The Chain 

And is there a motion? 

Mr. Cohen: 


The Chain 

The bills are amended. Is there any 
further discussion on the legislation? 
Hearing none, the bills are now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bills will vote “aye” when their nampg 

are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 


Motion to amend by substitution. 
MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

It has been seconded. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Any other discussion on the 
amendment you have before you? Hearing 
none, we will take a roll call vote on the 
amendment 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferio 

Ms. McDonald (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

The Chain 

At this time I call on Mr. 
Hertzberg, Councilman Hertzberg. 
Committee on Parks and Recreation. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 


\yes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferio 

(Pres’t) 


Can I defer to Councilman Cusick. 
I think he wanted to — 






The Chain 


Mr. Hertzberg: 


Well, it depends. What are you 
deferring on? 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like if Council would 
reconsider Bill 1708, at this time? 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

No problem. Moved and seconded 
for reconsideration. All in favor? 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Roll call vote again on Bill 1708. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes 

Mr. Cohen Ms. McDonald 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

AYES 6 NOES 1 

(MR. FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affi rmati ve 
the bill passed finally. 

The Chain 

Councilman Hertzberg, Co mmi ttee 
on Parks and Recreation and Youth Policy. 


Thank you, Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. 
MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 


Bill No. 1767 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Policy for March 
15, 1995, transmitting sundry resolutions 
to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve reco mmendati on 
Bill No. 1701 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor and the Director of 
Parks and Recreation to name the wiffie 
ball court located in a section of Moor 
Playground in the 19th Ward to DAVE) 
M. KADAIR MEMORIAL WIFFLE 
BALL COURT”—(SPONSORED BY 
MR. CUSICK) 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1705 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with NeighborFair Pittsburgh. 
Inc., for the purpose of providing 
professional services for the 1995 
Community Enrichment Program for the 




department of Parks and Recreation. The 
otal cost shall not exceed $70,000.00, and 
hall be chargeable to and payable from 
"ode Account SPP, Special Parks 
>rograms Trust Fund, in the Department 
>f Parks and Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

\lso, 

Sill No. 1706 

\ Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a Contract or 
Contracts, or the use of existing Contracts 
for the purchase of Emergency Escape 
Breathing Apparatus for the Department of 
Parks and Recreation, payable from Code 
Account SPMTF, Swimming Pool 
Maintenance Trust Fund, Department of 
Parks and Recreation. Cost not to exceed 
£ 22 , 000 . 00 .” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 


Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

Ms. McDonald (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1768 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for March 15, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1702 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution #973, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, ‘Adopting and 
Approving the 1995 Capital Budget and 
the 1995 Community Development Block 
Giant Program; and approving the 1995 
through 2000 Capital Improvement 
Program,’ by amending the title of EC 95- 
505 “City-County Building Renovations” 
to read “Trust Fund Transfer”.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1703 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Resolution #586. effective June 
18,1991. as amended by Resolution #807, 
effective June 28, 1993, entitled. 

‘Providing for a Contract or Contracts, or 




use of existing Contracts, and/or an 
Agreement or Agreements or use of 
existing Agreements, for Renovations 
within the City-County Building, 
including electrical service and 
switchgear,’ by increasing the total project 
allocation by $200,000.00 from 
$750,000.00 to $950,000.00, chargeable to 
and payable from the City-County 
Building Trust Fund.” 

Which was read. 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

1732, Mr. President, I would like 
my comments to be brought forward. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 


The Chain 


Bill No. 1732 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution #314, effective May 
16, 1994, entitled, ‘Providing for an 
Agreement or Agreements, or use of 
existing Agreements, and/or a Contract or 
Contracts, or use of existing Contracts, 
and providing for the purchase of 
equipment and materials in connection 
with Major Court Renovations;’ by 
increasing the total project allocation by 
$50,000.00 from $50,000.00 to 
$100,000.00; chargeable to and payable 
from the following Code Accounts; EC94- 
122, and EC95-122.” 

Which was read. 


Thank you. Other comments? 
Hearing none, the bills are now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bills will vote “aye” when their names 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call tire roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


Bill No. 1733 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan 
Revision for the Greenfield Terrace 
Housing for Seniors located on Lydia 
Street at the intersection of Alger Street in 
the 15th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh.” 
Which was read. 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


MOTIONS 

RESOLUTIONS 


The Chair: 




Under Motions and Resolutions, 

are there any issues to be brought before 
the body? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I would 
Like to just take a moment to talk about the 
situation with the Crime Lab, I am very 
concerned about that situation and how it 
will affect Public Safety. 

As my colleagues know, drug test 
errors have been uncovered at the 
Allegheny County Crime Lab; not only 
that, a supervisor has resigned, an 
important supervisor, John Padden, who 
was the lab's Drug Chemistry Unit 
Supervisor. The Crime Lab Director Mr. 
Charles Winek says that the situation there 
is grave, which is an update horn what he 
said last week, where he said it was not 
that senous; this week he is saying, in fact, 
it is very serious. 

The impact on the Criminal Justice 
System could certainly be dramatic. Up 
until no* we assumed that the drug test 
results at the Allegheny County Crime Lab 
were true and reliable. In feet, many of us 
may recall that a couple of years ago 
Councilman Gene Ricciardi moved to save 
the Crime Lab when it was having fun ding 
problems, and that, of course, brought it 
bade and we assume that its tests were 
reliable but now we have reason to suspect 
that they are not reliable. Was it just one 
employee or was it more than just one 
employee, and even that one employee 
apparently did hundreds of tests. The 
ramifications of that I think are obvious, 
and that is that people arrested of drug 
charges may have gone unpunished, and 
on the other hand, people convicted of 
drug charges may have been wrongfully 


punished. We could have hundreds of 

lawyers who are coming to court to try to 
retry their cases of their clients. 

So, I think it is incumbent upon us, 
Mr. President, to be briefed on this 
situation because it is a very serious 
situation. I would like to make a motion 
to send a communication to Dr. Winek, the 
Head of the Crime Lab, and also to the 
County Commissioners to report to us on 
exactly what the extent of the damage is, 
and secondly, what actions are being 
taken to mak e sure that all of the past drug 
tests are being taken care of and that future 
drug tests are true and reliable. 

The Chair: 

There is a motion on the floor, is 
there a second? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Second for discussion. 

The Chair: 

Second for a discussion. 
Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. I obviously support 
this initiative by our Public Safety Chair, 
Mr. Dan Cohen. It is correct that this body 
several years ago realized the importance 
of our Crime Lab, when we believed that it 
was in need of funding and that we would 
have the stop gap measure. 

Including all the problems that Mr. 
Cohen has stated, there are other ones, 
such as theft of evidence, something that 
we should all be very concerned about. 




It is very important that the Crime 
Lab has reliability and credibility, and I 
think this is an important step, because we 
have to know in our own law enforcement 
here in the City of Pittsburgh, that once we 
suspect someone of a crime that the 
evidence is properly maintained and the 
evidence is properly processed, and I think 
this is the first step by this body and 
hopefully this Administration, the Murphy 
Administration, in really becoming a 
partner with the County to see what the 
problems are. Obviously I do not know 
what the problems are in depth because I 
don’t work at the Crime Lab and I have 
not had discussions with them, but I find it 
very disturbing when one of our local 
newspapers mention that the head of the 
Crime Lab said that they were certified 
and the certification branches said they 
were not certified. 

So, again, I don’t know the details 
in that, but I would hope that if there is a 
certification here in this nation and in the 
United States that the Crime Lab should 
apply for certification because that would 
once again give back the credibility to the 
Crime Lab when it comes to court 
proceedings. So, obviously I support this 
initiative. 

The Chain 

I support the resolution. I think we 
have to recognize, as we have this past 
discussion when Mr. Ricciardi brought 
this up a couple of years ago, that we have 
a municipality from police and public 
safety point of view that 
disproportionately needs the services and 
the accuracy of the Crime Lab. 

But, after looking at it and 
reviewing the situation for the last year 


and a hal£ I agree with Commissioner 
Foerster ■wholeheartedly that the State 
really, as far as I am concerned, should 
take over the responsibility for Crime Lab 
activity, much as they do in all the other 
counties across the State. I think we are an 
anomaly. It doesn’t make sense to me 
financially, and now with the latest 
revelations about die possible inaccuracy 
and other kinds of issues that have been 
brought to light, I think that is all the more 
reason. And, in fact, I would go so far as 
to suggest, in the interim that we actually 
enter into some kind of private contract 
with any number of private labs that I 
think could sufficiently perform the 
services, possibly even at a more cost 
effective cost 

So, this is one area where I believe 
that privatization and/or purchase of 
service contracts should be looked at, at 
least in this interim period, until such time 
that the State is persuaded either by 
advocacy or by legal action. I mean we 
are supposed to have a uniform judicial 
system, and I would think that the Crime 
Lab is certainly an integral part of whether 
or not you are going to have an effective 
prosecution, whether it be drugs or semen 
or any other kind of valuable evidence that 
would have to be entered into a court 
situation. 

So, legally I think the County is on 
strong ground to insist that it be indeed a 
state funded/state system as in most the 
other counties. But, in the interim I would 
really call on the Commissioners, and I 
will wait for the discussion, to really look 
at maybe some type of purchase of service 
contract. There are any number of 
Pittsburgh based to Pittsburgh area based 
labs that could perform any number of 
these services. 


So, I 'will support the resolution 

with that commentary. Mr. Ricciardi, then 
Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Mr. President, you raise a very 
interesting point, one that really should be 
followed up by Public Safety Chair Mr. 
Cohen. However, maybe if we lack that 
much confidence in this Allegheny County 
Lab, that we should actually go to die 
Greensburg Lab and not really think about 
contracting out because as tax payers and 
as State tax payers, there’s a Greensburg 
Lab, so — 

The Chair: 

Did I say contracting out? It could 
be private, it could be entering into a 
relationship with other labs, whatever — 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Right But, 1 am also pointing that 
out, that initially, however - because you 
are looking at long term, Mr. President, 
and I think we have to look at that, but 
obviously in no way we should muddy the 
water for this particular resolution. 

But. I would like to add a litde spin 
to that, Mr. Cohen, and that is, that if we 
do lack confidence in this particular lab, 
this Administration should consider going 
to the Greensburg Lab right now. 

The Chair: 

Mr. Cohen. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, both of you, because I 
think those are obviously friendly 
amendments. 

Two points. Let me suggest this 
course of actions. One is, let’s send this 
communication to the Commissioners and 
to Dr. Winek asking them the things that I 
suggested, what the damage is, what their 
actions to control the damage are, and 
third, I would like to add the friendly 
amendment of Mr. Ricciardi’s, what 
actions are taken to become certified. 
There is only one — my unders tanding is, 
there’s only one certification agency for 
the entire United States, and this County 
Lab is not certified. 

So, let’s send that communication. 
Because of the urgency of it, let’s ask for a 
response within ten days. Once we get 
that response back, if it’s not satisfactory, 
then I suggest we do move forward and 
push to have another lab, whether that’s a 
private lab or whether it’s another lab 
outside of Pittsburgh — I’d hate to see that 
but we may have to — see whether we 
should urge them to go to another lab. 

So, let’s send this first and get it 

back. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

We will ask that you as Public 
Safety Chairman help draft the parameters 
of the communication with the Clerk’s 
Office. 

Councilwoman McDonald. 






Ms. McDonald: 

I look forward to getting some 
communication, but I do have to differ 
some from my colleagues because I am a 
student of the Pittsburgh Crime Lab and I 
do have a Master’s Degree in Forensic 
Chemistry. So, a lot of these concerns are 
concerns, but I see a little bit more into it 
because I am from that arena, and 1 do 
know about the certifications and the 
training, and my main contention is that 
this person was brought on without 
postbaccalaureate training in any kind of 
Forensic Science. That is what appalls 
me, is like on the job training, 1 do not 
know of too many that had on the job 
training, it just does not work. 

So, what I want to engage in is 
what you had initially had proposed, is 
some dialogue on what is going on and 
what happened and to what extent. 

I have the greatest confidence in 
Dr. Winek, as I had studied really under 
Dr. Winek and many papers, he is very 
expertise in that arena, and I would like to 
see what checks and balances he is going 
to put in place to ensure that this does not 
happen again. 

But, in response to looking at 
private labs and what have you, this is not 
to support the County Crime Lab, it is just 
an objective opinion, is that before we just 
go ahead and say let’s use another lab, 
please be aware that the County Crime 
Lab is very well respected in the Forensic 
arena, they have the top of the line 
equipment as compared to other labs and 1 
would say including Greensburg. 

But, I would like to hear, before we 
push for any privatization, before we push 


for another lab, let’s first — the jury is still 
out as to what happened, and let’s first be 
acknowledged as to what happened, what 
do they plan on doing, before we - I do 
not like knee jerk reactions, they don’t 
work. 

The Chair: 

I just want to clarify one point on 
the issue of the funding, which I believe 
the Crime Lab is over a million dollar 
budget, and I have raised the same point 
with the City Magistrate and the City 
Court System. 1 mean if we have a unified 
court system, I do not understand why the 
municipality of the City does not get 
reimbursed from the State for die 
operation of our City Court, and the same 
principle applies for the County Lab, 
whether it remains a reformed and 
improved County Lab, whether it be a 
purchase of service contract from private 
or public, or whatever the animal is going 
to look like in the future, I still think 
fundamentally there is a budgetary issue 
here, that Commissioner Foerster is 
correct, and I do support him on that point 

Mr. Cohen, for closing co mm ents. 
Mr. Cohen: 

Very briefly. Because of Valerie 
McDonald’s expertise in this area, I would 
love it if we could maybe together send a 
letter to Dr. Winek, and when we get the 
results back in ten days, you would 
certainly be able to tell us whether those 
are good results or not So, let’s get the 
information first, I agree with 
Councilwoman McDonald. 



The Chair: 

Very good. Mr. Cusick, do you 
have another point on this issue? 

Mr. Cusick: 

No. 

The Chain 

All in favor of taking this action? 
WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Mr. 

Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to bring up what we 
had started the meeting with and - 

The Chain 

Can 1 make a suggestion on this 
whole issue because I think it is going to 
get into a complicated discussion that 
some of us are not entirely familiar with. 
Could you draft a letter, basically the letter 
that you are asking Councilmembers to 
sign and maybe meet individually with 
each one of us on the issue? I think that 
would be helpful in regards to - 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like briefly just to 
comment because Councilwoman 
McDonald did bring up some good points, 
and that is, in no way are we asking 
Council to support a system that probably 


most of Council, or some of Council may 

be against 

The way that their education 
system is set up in Ireland is much 
different, much unlike the United States 
and what is currently going on. It would 
be like the State of Pennsylvania saying to 
the Public School System, don’t teach 
African-American History, and that is the 
way I view it And, I do understand and 
respect where you are coming but to me 
this is looked at as a form of 
discrimination, it is just a political and a 
stance that I am asking and it is a 
contradiction to the spirit of the peace 
process. And, I look forward to meeting 
with each and every one of you and would 
respectfully ask for your signature on the 
letter. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Just to clarify. We did as a 
legislative body take a non-binding 
resolution with your earlier proclamation. 
I believe the second letter is kind of an 
advocacy effort on behalf of the local 
Gaelic League to advocate on the issue, 
and I think what would be effective is a 
typed out letter on the Clerk’s letterhead 
for each Councilmember’s signature, those 
that wish to sign, and I think it would be 
equally effective. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I will ask Mr. Gilmore from the 
Gaelic League if he would put together 
some information so that Council can 
make a more informed decision. 

The Chain 

Very good. Councilman Ricciardi. 





Mr. Ricciardi: 


Thank you, Mr. President Very 
briefly on two points. First, Mr. Cusick, I 
will be signing the letter in support of the 
Gaelic League of Pittsburgh, I do not have 
a problem with that at all. 

And, as a courtesy to this body, 
tomorrow I will be making a motion to 
untable Bill 1714, that is vacating Mary 
Street, between South 26th and South 27th 
Street However, this time it will have the 
correct accompanying information with 
the correction petitioners, not like the past 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

I will refrain from any 

commentary. 

Any other comments or issues to 
be raised? 

We need a motion to excuse the 
absent Member and to adjourn. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to excuse Mr. 
O’Connor for absence from the meeting. 

MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR 

HERTZBERG 


Council adjourned. 




(MR. COSICK'S OCMEHS ON mx. NO. 1732)' 
(Wednesday, March 15, 1995) 


Mr. Cusick: 

I just tranced to mate a statement zeal quick. 
We have been waiting for this far a long time. I want 
to shc*r ay appreciation to the Director. 

Basically have vra addressed the problems with 
the tennis courts? 

Mr. Reginella: 

Absolutely. This will be total reconstruction 
of the Moore tennis co urt s, of which there are three, I 
understand. It will mean removing the pr e sent co urt 
surfacing, pr e pa r ing the subbase and reconstructing the 
co urt s in their entirety. It will also cover the 
installation of the fencing. The co urts would be color 
c od e d, sealed, painted and what have you with the 
appropriate drainage facilities, as well. 

Mr. Cusick: 

So we will prat new fencing up there? 

Mr. Reginella: 

That is correct, as part of the undertaking 

yes. 

(END OF REMARKS.) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 
Stenotype Reporter 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH COUNCIL 


JIMFERLO- 


UNDA M. JOHNSON-WASLER__City Clerk 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, March 28,1995 

PRESENT: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cnsick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricdardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


The Chain 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world 

We are very pleased this morning 
to have a young lady, her name is Leah 
Ginsen she goes to Phillips School; she is 


m the 4th Grade; she is nine years old. 
She is going to come forward and lead us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Her mom is 
here, Lisa. Good morning. And, she is in 
Councilman Ricciardi’s district. And, 
Leah, you are going to lead us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Leah Ginsen 

1 pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Leah. We appreciate 
you and your mom coming down today. 
The City Cleric would like to give you the 
flag of our country and the flag of our City 
as a remembrance of your time here in 
Council Chambers. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a lot of guests in the 
audience today and one of them hag to take 
an airplane, so the President is going to 
take a personal privilege here and go first 

I would like Harriet Henson and 
the folks to come forward. Good morning, 
Candice. 






Ms. Candice Henson: 

Hi. Good morning. 

The Chain 

Members of Council, I would like 
to move the following resolution: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1769 WHEREAS, the Coalition 
of Residents/Tenants to Save Public and 
Assisted Housing is a conglomerate of the 
nation's leading grassroots public and 
assisted housing advocates in the nation 
which came together to discuss how to 
save public and assisted housing which for 
millions of Americans is the only program 
preventing them from being homeless and 
living on die streets; and, 

WHEREAS, the Coalition of 
Residents/Tenants to Save Public and 

Assisted Housing has come together to 

organize the nation's public housing 
community residents to protest the 
Congressional budget cuts and the "HUD 
Blueprint" at a massive rally in 
Washington, D.C. on April 5,1995; and, 

WHEREAS, the Coalition of 
Residents/Tenants to Save Public and 

Assisted Housing will be asking the 

President and Congress not to turn their 
backs on the needs of the 4.5 million 
public and assisted housing residents in 
the Untied States when marching on the 
U.S. Capitol and lobbying senators on 
April 5th; and, 

WHEREAS, the "HUD Reinvention 
Blueprint" is really an attack on our 
nation's poor and an attempt to decimate 
public housing, including the Housing 
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh which 
is Pittsburgh’s landlord of last resort 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby urges Pittsburghers to 


support and attend the national rally in 

Washington D.C. on April 5,1995; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh that 
Wednesday, April 5th, 1995, is hereby 
declared to be "Save Public and Assisted 
Housing Day" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. We have 
Harriet Henson here this morning, who is 
no stranger to these Council Chambers. 
She is Director of the North Side Tenants 
Re-organization, and I know this Council, 
with both past Administrations and this 
current Administration, has been very 
supportive of the leadership of herself and 
her group in trying to transform housing 
within the Califomia/Kirkbride area, and 
she has been a leader, fortunately, for us, 
not only locally but more importantly, she 
is a national leader seeking very badly 
needed reforms within peoples’ perception 
of what we call Public Housing. 

And, at this time I would like to 
bring her forward and also I would like to 
also introduce Candice Henson, who many 
of you on Council know because she is 
one of the newer board members at the 
Housing Authority Board of Directors and 
serves along with myself and others on the 
Housing Authority Board. 






At this time I would like to 
introduce Harriet 

Ms. Harriet Henson: 

Good morning, and I would like to 
first thank Councilman Ferlo for 
recognizing us in this manner. Last week 
at the Housing Authority Board Meeting, 
for the third month in a row I came to the 
Public Housing Authority to talk about the 
cuts that are getting ready to happen at 
HUD and at the Federal level, and three 
months ago national leaders from around 
the country came together all of whom 
represent residents of Public and Assisted 
Housing and we decided that because what 
the current Congress is doing with the 
contract with America, that basically, if it 
goes through, what they are proposing, a 
lot of low income residents will be placed 
in the street 

We decided to have a national 
march, the original date was set for May 
the 18th, our committee then got back 
together and figured out that they were 
going to — they meaning this current 
Congress — they were going to do all of 
what they had to do in the first hundred 
days. So, we had to go back and the 
second date that we decided to have our 
national march will be April the 5th, and 
what we passed out this morning to City 
Council, we passed you out three 
documents, one that talks about die actual 
news release, talkin g about the march, the 
second one is a copy of the “Blueprint” 
that I received last week from Secretary 
Cisneros, and the third is just more of a 
detailed document showing how over the 
next five years this current Administration 
plans to revive HUD. 


What residents and tenants around 
the country are afraid of is that, the 
information that you have in front of you 
today is what the Democrats are 
proposing. We still have not heard what 
the Republicans are proposing, and when 
the Republicans first received this 
“Blueprint” they said that indeed the cuts 
were not deep enough. 

So, basically next week what we 
are going to be doing, we are going to be 
appealing, in particular, to Senator Bond, 
who is head of the A pp ro p riations 
Committee, and also Senator Connie Mac, 
who is in charge of authorization. We are 
going to a tt em p t to meet with both our 
State Senators, our U. S. Senators, Senator 
Specter and Senator Santorum, at least to 
let them know how residents in the 
Pittsburgh area fed about these cuts. 

So, Once again a we thank you for 
your support and wish us luck. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Again, I want to thank 
Harriet and NTR, as well as Candice on 
the Board of the Housing Authority. 

I think everybody in this room 
wants to see badly needed changes within 
so called Public Housing, and I don’t think 
anybody wants to see changes more than 
the people who live within the Public 
Housing community, but the answer is not 
to totally decimate and eliminate the 
Government’s role in providing 
opportunities for individuals with less 
income, by just, as Republicans would 
have it, just totally eliminate an y 
involvement of Government in assisting 
the housing market, or now the Democrats 
envisioning the issuance of so called 


vouchers. We know for a feet that many 

individuals, especially those with young 
children, four or five in a household, are 
not likely to find decent, affordable, 
quality housing for a three or $325.00 
voucher, that’s just not going to happen. 

So, again, it is disproportionately 
burdening urban areas like the City of 
Pittsburgh. So, again, 1 will be down there 
also in Washington with you and I would 
hope that we reach out to others within the 
Metropolitan T enant s Or ganisati on other 
resident councils, to also be supportive. 
Thank you very much. 

I would like our representatives 
from the Building Construction Trade s, 
other local unions, other groups that are 
here for the Prevailing Rate issue, to come 
forward, please. Richie Stanizzo, let’s 
shake a leg here. I would like you all to 
come forward if you are in support of this 
resolution Gentlemen, Brothers and 
Sisters. Now I’ve struck a cord here. I 
don’t think you guys had your morning 
coffee or something, I don’t know what’s 
up. Mr. LaQuatra, how are you. If you 
want to stand back here. Gale. 

These gentlemen are no strangers 
to Council Chambers, obviously. This is 
one of those group photo opportunities 
we’ll hold for in a little bit How are you 
doing, Mark. Don’t forget to go to 
Exercise Warehouse through Mark 
Matchi. 

Members of Council, I would like 
to move the following resolution: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1770 WHEREAS, the City of 
Pittsburgh has an interest in seeing to it 


that employees working on public projects 

are properly compensated and earn a 
living wage; and, 

WHEREAS, Prevailing Rate Laws in 
Pennsylvania and Pittsburgh enable 
employees on public projects to receive a 
fair wage for their efforts; and, 

WHEREAS, Prevailing Rate Laws 
assure the existence of privately financed 
hospitalization plans and pension plans; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the elimination of 
Prevailing Rate Laws will result in the 
payment of substandard wages, 
elimination of private pension plan 
contributions and the elimination of 
privately financed hospitalization plans; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the failure to provide a 
fair wage and benefits will result in 
additional burdens being placed on public 
funds through the loss of tax revenues to 
Pittsburgh and the Commonwealth. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby condemns any effort 
to eliminate Prevailing Rate Laws in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
directs the City Clerk to send copies of 
this resolution to all Allegheny County 
State Senators and representatives and 
Governor Ridge urging them to vote 
against any legislative attempts to 
eliminate Prevailing Rate Laws. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution 

MR- HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 





The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. Thank you 
very much. I also asked Mr. Pokora to 
come up. Deputy Controller, on behalf of 
our City Controller, Tom Flaherty, 
because as you know this Council a few 
years ago amended the City Code to also 
ask the City Controller to take some 
responsibility in monitoring and actually 
making sure that contracts are actually 
paying out the Prevailing Rate. We had 
some past problems. I won’t mention 
Mistick or any other names, but the point 
is, so I wanted the City Controller here to 
do that 

All these men — we also have 
women, by the way, in the Building 
Trades but they are not here this mo rning . 
But the fact of the matter is, these Brothers 
that are here this morning are no strangers 
to these Council Chambers. I think 
everybody at this table in front of me, all 
Councilmembers, have been extremely 
supportive of the Building Construction 
Trades. So, really there’s no pride of 
authorship on this resolution, it’s on behalf 
of all of us here in Council Chambers. 

As you know, a few decades after the 
Hoover passage of the original Davis- 
Bacon Act federally, Pennsylvania, I think 
some time in the early 1960’s, passed the 
Pennsylvania version of the Prevailing 
Rate Law. I view the bill, as a City 
Councilmember, and as somebody who’s 
fought hard for improvements in my 
neighborhood, I view the Prevailing Rate 
Law m Pennsylvania is not only pro¬ 
employee or pro-worker bill, I also view it 
as a pro-consumer and a pro-taxpayer bill. 
The fact of the matter is, first and 
foremost, because of the existing of the 
law, we can be assured that our tax dollars 
are coming back to communities 
throughout the 67 counties on construction 
projects over S25.000.00 and that 
individual workers are skilled, that they 
have been approved thro ugh an 
apprenticeship program, that they can earn 
a decent living wage that has health care 
benefits and has the ability to have a 
pension when somebody reaches 62, 65 


and they want to be able to spend a few 
years of their life going fishing or 
whatever they want to do. Can’t go to the 
ball games until we get that straightened 
out 

But, anyways, the feet of the matter 
is, it is not only something that really 
assists the employee but we know for a 
feet that quality work gets done when you 
have a skilled work force because of the 
level of the apprenticeship t rainings and 
we have seen a lot of fly by night 
contractors come in that in the end actually 
cost the consumer and the taxpayer a lot 
more money, and I think everybody on 
this Council is sick and tired of jobs being 
created that are miniminn wage or 
practically near the minimum wage that 
don’t really provide health care benefits, 
pension benefits, and things of this sort. 

So, it makes good sense from 
business, from the taxpayer and from the 
consumer to have and to support a 
meaningful Prevailing Rate Law. Now, 
t h a nks to the notion of the Newt Gingrich 
so called revolution, there is a move of 
foot once again anew in fee Congress to 
eliminate fee Federal Prev ailing Rate Act, 
and obviously fee wanna-bes here in the 
State are also — wear their ugly hat agai^ 
there are a number of bills feat are being 
offered in fee legislature feat would seek 
to repeal fee Pennsylvania Prevailing Rate 
Law and I think we need to stop feat and 
we need to uniformly organize across the 
Commonwealth to assist fee men anH 
women feat are here today to achieve that 
goal. 

So, at this tim e I would like maybe 
Richie, on behalf of fee Building Trades or 
others who are hear, if you would like to 
say a few words, maybe explain fee 
resolution, also what we can do to assist 
you further in fee lobbying effort. 

Rich Staniso. 

Mr. Stanizzo: 

First of all I want to thank City 
Council on behalf of the 3,000 members 




that live in the City of Pittsburgh of the 

Trades Council and die 15 local unions 
that are based here. 

What has precipitated the need for 
this proclamation resolution is that there is 
a lot of misinformation being bantered 
about the State off saving a lot of money if 
you do away with this law. The only 
accurate study is the Utah Study that we 
have in our possession that says that that’s 
not true, but this resolution and your 
support will go a long way in helping us to 
support our position and ensure that the 
construction workers in Pittsburgh or 
Allegheny and the Western Pennsylvania 
will continue to be able to go into the 
outside communities, which we are forced 
to do, like going to In diana Township or 
Indiana County and go to work, that we 
will be able to make a liv ing wage and be 
able to come back into our home town and 
spend that money. 

Again, thank you very much for your 
support 

Mr. Pokora: 

I would just like to say, on behalf of 
the City Controller’s Office, we were 
proud last year when Council instilled the 
ability to monitor the Prevailing Wage 
Law in Pittsburgh on Pittsburgh contracts 
in the Controller’s Office. We have 
worked hard at it, we have got a good crew 
down there now and they are working hard 
at it and we want to keep the Prevailing 
Wage here in Pittsburgh and on Pittsburgh 
contracts. 

The Chain 

My colleagues, do you want to say a 
few words, or anybody else? You are 
welcome to come forward. We have got a 
lot of different unions represented here 
today from all different levels of the 
construction building trades. I don’t know 
if any of my colleagues have a comment. I 
think on behalf of all of us, we would like 
to certainly assist in the lobbying effort. If 
you have a day where you are going to 
Harrisburg to specifically put on a full 


court press, we would like to be invited; I 

am sure any of us would be willing to 
participate. 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thanks, Jim. As you know last week 
I missed a meeting. I was at the 
Pennsylvania League of Cities and 
Municipalities meeting and I went 
representing Council, and I thought I was 
going to see a lot of nice things and there 
were some cost cutting measures and how 
to help the cities, but to my surprise — and 
I’ll quote one of their cost unfunded st?te 
mandates, to repeal modified various state, 
particularly the Pennsylvania Prevailing 
Wage Act, should be repealed. And, that’s 
coming from our neighboring Mayors and 
C ouncilmembers and boroughs all across 
the state. So, I was very concerned about 
that 

And, we did not join that organization 
this year for the first time. So, I am not 
saying we should join it but I think- we 
ought to look at how to lobby them, 
whether we should join so that we have a - 
- the bigger cities, the only ones that were 
supporting this measure and against thi^ 
were some groups in Philadelphia. A 
couple of Councilmembers there and 
myself, after we had heard about it, you 
know, we just went up for the meeting. 

So, it might be smart for us to get 
together and see how we should lobby 
these people on their behalf and our 

be half 

The Chain 

Very good. Good point Councilman 
Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, to repeat what you said 
in other terms, you get what you pay for. 
and that's why we need to keep Prev ailin g 
Wage; we need quality construction in our 
work and I am a hundred percent behind 






this. Thank you for bringing it up. Thank 
you, everyone, for coming in. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much Councilman 
Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President Very 
briefly. Many of us here proudly voted for 
the Prevailing Wage Bill that you 
introduced, Mr. President, several years 
ago. I think we need to do everything we 
possibly can to fight what is going on in 
Washington and in Harrisburg. When you 
put the buses together, let us know because 
we’ll get on those buses. 

It is a matter really of human dignity, 
in my mind, at least; you know, be able to 
have a living wage arid to be able to live a 
dignified life, and that’s why I support 
this. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Having talked 
to some of the representatives here today 
who are lobbying various State Senators 
from around the 67 counties, as well as 
State House Reps, it was clear to me that 
some of the elected officials in Harrisburg 
are not even fully understanding of what 
the Pennsylvania Prevailing Act is, in the 
first place; I mean they are supposed to be 
authorities but a lot of them very — in an 
ignorant fashion, really are asking basic 
questions about the law and the rate and 
how it is administered and things of this 
sort So, I think they really need to do 
more homework and I would hope that 
appropriate chair people of various 
co mmi ttees in the House or the 
Pennsylvania Senate would conduct public 
hearings and this Council Chambers is 
always available to them for a formal 
public hearing if they want to have a 
committee session. 

But, I am sick and tired of elected 
officials, especially in Harrisburg, who 
themselves make the Prevailing Rate, they 


themselves have a decent job, they have a 
decent pension plan, they have health cate, 
and I think it is a little bit two-faced for 
diem to come down on people like this, 
when they sit behind that big desk in 
Harrisburg and they, in fact, are earning 
the Prevailing Rate. 

So, having said that, thank you. We 
can’t get Brother LaQuatra up here, he’s 
shy today, but I know he’s here, and I see 
my buddy Jack Manion in the audience, 
too. So, thank you all for coming down 
and let us know what we need to do. 

1 apologize to Mr. Cohen and his 
guests, and at this time I would like to call 
on Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

No problem, Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Would the good folks from the 
CASA Program please come up; then, 
Dave, we’ll get you next 

Members of Council, members of the 
audience, it is my privilege to read a 
proclamation dedicated to a group called 
CASA, which stands for Court Appointed 
Special Advocates. 

In the Juvenile Court System, as 
many of you know, there is always a 
lawyer for one parent, a lawyer for another 
parent, a representative of the county but 
the problem is that there is nobody who is 
an advocate for the child, and the Juvenile 
Court has to exist for the best interest of 
the children, and this is just a wonderful 
program. I happen to know about it 
personally because my own father is a 
CASA advocate and he went through a 
very, very long and difficult training 
session and is working in the program, and 
I am happy that we have many people who 
are volunteers here to support the program; 



it really is terrific. And, 1 would like to 

read the following proclamation: 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1771 WHEREAS, thousands of 
children in the Pittsburgh area appear in 
Juvenile Court, not because they have 
committed a crime, but because there have 
been allegations of neglect or abuse by 
their parents or other caregivers; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allegheny County 
Court Appointed Special Advocate 
Program (CASA) was established to 
advocate on behalf of innocent children in 
the court system; and, 

WHEREAS, CASA volunteers are 
members of the community Mho are 
chosen to participate in the program 
because of their good judgment, their 
excellent interpersonal skills, their 
flexibility in attending court hearings, and 
their availability to visit the child and 
family as often as necessary; and, 

WHEREAS, CASA currently has 18 
volunteers who serve 45 abused or 
neglected children; and, 

WHEREAS, CASA is currently 
conducting its third training session for 18 
new volunteers, which will double its 
capacity to serve children when die 
volunteers are sworn in by Administrative 
Judge Max Baer on April 3,1995; and, 

WHEREAS, to further its mission 
and to honor its dedicated volunteers, 
CASA is hosting a Dessert and 
Champagne Buffet on April 22, 1995, at 
the Frick Art and Historical Center. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the CASA 
program, its administrators and volunteers, 
and thanks them for their exemplary 
service to Pittsburgh's children. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


MR. R1CC1ARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much. As I said, we 
have a number of people here today who I 
would like to introduce. Before I do, let 
me just say one other thing and that is that 
Judge Max Baer is mentioned here, and 
Judge Jaffe, as a Juvenile Court Judge, is 
also very much involved in this prog ram 
and I can tell you that after speaking to 
both of them, that they say that this CASA 
Program has helped them tremendously in 
being able to meet out justice in the 
Juvenile Court Sys tem, and the reason is 
the CASA volunteers do a tremendous 
amount of work, visiting the famili es, 
visiting different relatives, friends, et 
cetera, and put together a report for the 
judge that the judge finds in most cases to 
be very, very helpful. 

So, the people that we have here 
today, we have Coleen Vuono, who is a 
volunteer, along with other activities. 
Coleen, thank you for coming down. We 
have Shirley Blake, a volunteer; Tom 
Donohoe, who is going to speak in a 
moment, who is a Board Member of 
CASA and an attorney. We won’t 
necessarily have to rely on that Karen 
Khan, Board Member; Reverend Betti 
Logan, Board Member; Nicole Molinaro, 
who is the Volunteer Coordinator — put up 
your hand, Nicole - with the CASA staff. 
Stephanie Nale. 1 hope I am pronouncing 
your name right Jennifer Olbum, Karen 
Pillar, Martha Steketee. Did I miss 
anybody? Did we get everybody? 
Wonderful. 

Then I would like to present this to 
Tom Donohoe, as a Board Member of 
CASA, and say congratulations, Tom, and 
to all of you. 

Mr. Donohoe: 

Thank you. Councilman Cohen. 
Thank you. 





I am a Membe the Board and I am 
here for the Chairman of the Board, Mary 
Joe Meehan. Mary Joe was on a ski 
vacation last week and she lost an 
argument with a tree, she broke her leg 
and she is recovering in a hospital and 
cannot be here. 

But, on her behalf she asked me to 
thank the Members of City Council, 
Councilman Cohen, and tha nk you for 
raising your voice in support of CASA. 
CASA is really a voice in support of 
children in the court system at a time when 
they are their most vulnerable and when 
they need someone to stand up and tal k for 
them. So, thank you for standing up in 
support of CASA today. 

She also asked me to remember to 
thank the Juvenile Court in Allegheny 
County and especially the Juvenile Court 
Judge and in particular the dedicated 
volunteers of CASA and their Board and 
the members of Allegheny County who 
have welcomed CASA into the 
community. So, on all of their b ehalf 
thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I also wanted to thanlr aside from 
Max Baer and Judge JafFe, Judge Cheryl 
Allen Craig, who is also very, very 
supportive of this program and has done 
certainly a lot for CASA. 

Thank you all very much. Let’s get a 
picture and then we will let you go on your 
way. 

The Chair: 

You should thank your dad for 
volunteering also. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thanks, dad. 


Would David Brewton and Richard 
Gillcrese come up, please, and anybody 
else who wants to protest cuts in summer 
youth employment 

Members of Council, I am also very 
honored to present this proclamation. The 
folks to my left here organized a rally 
yesterday and it was a rally to protest the 
cuts that are coming out of Washington for 
the Summer Youth Employment Program. 
I thought it was a very successful rally and 
I wanted to just bring you down here today 

tA trAfi ftk* #1 --—_!-_!_ __ 


As all of you know I’m sure one of 
the many cuts coining down that the 
Republican majority is putting forward are 
cuts in the S umm er Youth Employment 
Program for 1995 and for 1996. To the 
City of Pittsburgh it would be devastating, 
it would mean 2,000 jobs and 2.4 million 
dollars, but to the youth of the City of 
Pittsburgh it would be even more 
devastating. It would mean the loss of a 
chance to start a career, to learn the gVilU 
to start a career. It would be the loss of the 
positive alternative to drugs and crime. It 
would mean the loss of the self-esteem 
that comes with having a job, and it would 
really mean the loss of hope in the future 
for many of our youth. 

And, it is not surprising though when 
you see what else is coming out of 
Washington these days. Councilman Ferlo 
just had a proclamation on cuts in Public 
Housing. We see cuts in senior nutrition, 
we see them taking food out of our kids’ 
mouths for the School Lunch Program, we 
see cuts for disabled children, we see cuts 
in cancer research at the National Institutes 
of Health. It is unbelievable that we 
actually have to stand here to protest cuts 
in programs that are so positive, that are so 
positive for Pittsburgh and then ask 
yourself, why is Congress putting these 
cuts forward. It is not for even deficit 
reduction. The reason is because they 
want to give a tax cut to people who make 
over $200,000.00 a year. That’s the 
reason. And, we have to make it very 
clear that that’s what is going on and we 
got to fight against it The time for back 


room negotiating is over and the time to 

fight hard has begun. 

So, I want to thank you for coming 
down and read the following 
proclamation: 


MR. COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1772 WHEREAS, Title E of the 
Job Training Partnership Act, the Summer 
Youth Employment Program, provides 
federal funding for approximately 1,000 
summer jobs for 

economically-disadvantaged youth aged 
14-21 in the City of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, the young people who 
participate in this progr am get invaluable 
work experience and build their own 
self-esteem through the private firms , 
non-profit organizations, local community 
groups, and governmental departments 
with which they work for eight weeks 
during the summer in addition to making a 
reasonable summer income to help out 
with family expenses; and, 

WHEREAS, die Summer Youth 
Employment Program is a positive 
example of a public/ private partnership in 
which many private firms agree to match 
federal funds and pay half of the wages of 
the youth who participate in the pr ogram 
so that the youths can continue their 
employment for 10 hours a week during 
the school year, and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh’s S umm er 
Youth Employment Prog ram was one of 
six such programs nationally to receive a 
Presidential Award for Outstanding 
Community Service Projects at a 
Department of Labor ceremony on 
October 21,1993; and, 

WHEREAS, the "1995 Supplemental 
Rescission Bill" (H.R. 1158) which 

recently passed the U.S. House of 
Representatives cuts ail of the 1995 and 
1996 funding for the Summer Youth 
Employment Program, resulting in a loss 
of approximately $2.4 million in federal 


funding for the City Pittsburgh and 

1,800-2,000 summer jobs over the next 
two summers 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh opposes the "1995 
Supplemental Rescission Bill" because of 
the devastating effects that this bill will 
have on Pittsburgh’s population of 
economically-disadvantaged young 
people. 

AND, BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh urges the U.S. Senate, the 
President of the United States and 
Pennsylvania's Congressional delegation 
to oppose the " 1995 Supplemental 
Rescission Bill" and to thereby send our 
economically-disadvantaged young people 
a message of hope and support, not one of 
disinterest and abandonment 

SPONSORED BY 

COUNCDLMEMBERS DAN COHEN, 
JOE CUSICK, JIM FERLO, ALAN 
HERTZBERG, VALERIE 

McDonald, bob o’connor, and 

GENE RICCIARDI 

MR, COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

- particularly, it’s Senators, Senator 
Santorum and Specter, since it is in the 
Senate right now. 

Thank you very much. And, by the 
way, this was co-sponsored by all 
Members of Council. I want to thank you 
for your co-sponsorship. 

We have here David Brewton, who is 
the President of Breechmenders and also a 
major organizer of the rally yesterday. 
We have Mr. Richard Gillcrese of Urban 




Youth Action. Thank you for coming 
down. And, also Alexis Harrell, who is 
from the Youth Employment Alliance and 
who did so much to organize that rally 
yesterday. 

Who wants to speak hear today? 
David, fire us up, will you. 

Mr. Brewton: 

Thank you, Dan. I’ll fire you up by 
making it brief. The rhetoric and the 
reality don’t match. We’re saying, 
Welfare reform; we’re saying, eliminate 
dependency, and then you cut the p rogr a m 
that would do more to eliminate that 
dependency than any other p r o gr am . It’s 
an insanity, and if you listen to talk radio 
you’re going to hear, well, let them get 
jobs like we did. Well, they’re living in a 
different world and the jobs are not there 
without the public’s support, and we need 
to be increasing this fund not cutting it out 
altogether. So, we appreciate Council’s 
support Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Richard Gillcrese. 

Mr. Gillcrese: 

First of all, good mo rning to 
everyone, and let me thank you for this 
proclamation and for your concern. As a 
youth representative for the Youth 
Employment Alliance and a person who 
works with young people for some 30 
years, it is like really important that not 
only this situation be remedied but 
situations in the future about these young 
people. We have got drive-by shootings 
going on in neighborhoods, we have got 
kids going on to selling drugs because they 
cannot find employment 

And. I recently got a chance to be 
involved with the Gang Peace S ummi t and 
a number of other youth forums where 


young people got to speak out and talk 
about the situations in the City of 
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, and I 
really challenge this City Council to see if 
you can come up with an endowment 
program that would start to address youth 
employment and career education in the 
City of Pittsburgh, and I think that 
working with some of the foundation 
community, that you could set up some 
kind of fund that would not only takp 
advantage of the situation right now and 
get these state legislators and the Federal 
Government to put their money back into 
the program but also you would have your 
own. City of Pittsburgh/Allegheny County 
fund to help young people with the idea of 
jobs and career preparation. 

So, I think this City Council has an 
opportunity right now, in all of this 
problem right now we have an opportunity 
to step forward and show our young 
people that we care about them, 
particularly those African-American 
young people who cannot get jobs out 
here, arid I think this is an opportunity for 
you and I hope that you will take 
advantage of this opportunity and do 
something. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I also did want to thank Barbara 
Parees, who is the Director of our 
Personnel and Civil Service Department 
She could not be here this morning but she 
was at the rally yesterday and I think that 
they are doing everything they possibly 
can. 

These folks who are doing this, 
they’re reversed Robin Hoods, that's what 
they are, because this program is for 
funding for poor kids to try to get a 
meaningful job. What is wrong with that? 
So, what they are doing is they are taking 
money away from poor kids to try to fund 
a tax cut for the rich. 




And, I thank you all for supporting 

this resolution. 

The Chain 

Councilman, do you have one to be 
read into the record. 

MESSRS. COHEN AND O’CONNOR 
PRESENT 

No. 1773 WHEREAS, the greater 
Pittsburgh area has the second oldest 
population in our nation; 

WHEREAS, Council Care Adult Day 
Services was founded in 1983 as a project 
of the National Council of Jewish Women, 
Pittsburgh Section, is now a Division of 
the Jewish Association on Aging, and is 
currently one of Allegheny County's 
largest providers of adult day care 
services; and, 

WHEREAS, Council Care Adult Day 
Services serve our area’s frail older adults 
by offering a blend of health care, social, 
recreational, and therapeutic daytime 
programming; and, 

WHEREAS, Council Care Adult Day 
Services assist the families and caregivers 
of these individuals by providing a high 
quality option for respite from full-time 
caregiving; and, 

WHEREAS, on April 2, 1995, 
Council Care Adult Day Services will host 
a gala fundraising event at The Carnegie to 
fund scholarships for older adults who are 
unable to afford the full cost of attending 
Council Care. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Council Cate 
Adult Day Services staff and volunteers 
for caring for Pittsburgh area frail adults 
and their caregivers. 

SPONSORED BY COUNCILMEN 
DAN COHEN AND BOB O’CONNOR 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Jerry, do you want to come on up. 
Jerry is a little nervous today, 1 told him he 
didn’t have to be. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1774 WHEREAS, Jerry "The 
Iceman" Contristano, Jr. began delivering 
ice with his father in the 1920's in 
Pittsburgh at the age of 11 by horse and 
buggy; and, 

WHEREAS, Jerry and his brother 
Louie carried on an age-old family 
tradition by personally deOvering ice to 
Downtown area bars and restaurants; and, 

WHEREAS, after the untimely 
passing of his brother, Louie, Jeny 
continued to faithfully serve his 
community of Beechview and the 
businesses of downtown Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Jerry was recently 
honored by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette as 
a person that makes Pittsburgh a 
wonderfully distinctive place. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend and 
honor Jerry "The Iceman” Contristano, Jr. 
for his years of dedicated service. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 




MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I grew up all my life in the 
Beechview area and Jerry has been always 
around, always helping out, whether it be 
in the community, but has really continued 
something that I think that Pittsburgh is 
famous for and that is it’s tradition. Jerry 
delivers 

— he still does — deliver ice to Downtown 
businesses, where they probably could get 
it cheaper and replace Jerry by machine 
but choose not to because of his dedication 
to his job and knowing that Jerry will 
make sure that the ice is there. You got to 
remember, Jerry has been around when ice 
was a necessity- 

Mr. Contristano: 

On the third and fourth floor, I carried 
it up there. It came down in a box. 

Mr. Cusick: 

So, we want to give you a chan ce to 
just briefly tell us about that 

Mr. Contristano: 

I’m not too good of a talker. Thank 
you. I appreciate it. Yes, but who should 
be here today is my brother Louie. I’m the 
one that found him almost six years on the 
floor, the dog was by him He’s the one 
that started Downtown. When I told him 
I says, where you going to go with this 
business, I said, it’s done. We were 
finished up on the hill, they tore all the 
houses down. He said. I’m going 
Downtown, I says, to sell it to who, I said, 
everybody got ice machines? And, he just 
started from one restaurant Then when he 
passed away and I’m here today, which I 
wish he was here. He should be here, my 
brother Louie. 

So, I thank you for inviting me down 
here. I don’t know what to say. I come a 


long ways. But, I thank you. That’s all I 
can say. 

The Chain 

Thank you. We want to thank you 
for 50 years of service. 

Mr. O’Connon 

You look in pretty good shape. You 
must have been carrying a lot of ice 
you’re not out of shape. Go ahead. Keep’ 
going. Keep it up. 

Mr. Contristano: 

That’s them two glasses of wine that 
keep me going every day. Thank you for 
helping me. Thank you. 

The Chain 

F inall y the “The Iceman” cometh to 
Council Chambers. Thank you, sir, and 
congratulations. 

Mr. Contristano: 

Thank you. I appreciate it 

The Chain 

We have a lot of distinguished 
honorees in die audience today, some very 
dynamic women. At this time I would like 
to introduce Councilwomen Valerie 
McDonald to bring her guests forward. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Would Ms. Barbara Rogers please 
come forward. Do you have a fan club 
that you would like to bring up with you. 
Come on up. 

The Chain 

If family members would like to 
come forward, please come forward for a 
photo. Stand with your honoree. 




Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. Thank you. I am going to read 
the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1775 WHEREAS, in 1986 
Barbara W. Rogers developed The 
Christian Life Skills Mentoring Program. 
This program seeks to establish mentoring 
programs in churches with a life skills 
curriculum infused in the mentoring 
process; and, 

WHEREAS, under the leadership of 
Barbara W. Rogers, The Christian Life 
Skills Mentoring Program provides 
training in life skills in order to equip 
parents, grandparents, and other caring 
adults with the skills necessary to help our 
children succeed in life; and, 

WHEREAS, Barbara W. Rogers is 
committed to both Church and 
Community. She has been a volunteer 
with the Pittsburgh Public Schools, the 
Carnegie Library, Homewood Brushton 
Ministerium, and with Alma Blery, where 
she works with the Young Mothers 
Helpers Program; and, 

WHEREAS, Barbara W. Rogers' goal 
is to train adults to serve as natural helpers 
to families and youth and to assure that 
youth will be successful in life. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh salutes Barbara W. Rogers 
for an outstanding Mentorship Program. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

1 wanted to comment, this month is 
Womens History Month, the month of 
March, and I do have resolutions that are 


commending women in our City of 

Pittsburgh area for their accomplishments 
and there are many areas that there are 
accomplishments, sometimes we only 
think political, sometimes we think this or 
that, but you know what, this is grass roots 
right here, and oftentimes we overlook the 
grass roots efforts that are going on in our 
churches, that are going to possibly be the 
salvation for many facets of our 
community. 

So, 1 want to commend people like 
Barbara Rogers for all of her efforts and 
for a job well done, and 1 would hope that 
she would be a role model for others to 
follow. 

Ms. Rogers: 

I want to thank you for this honor and 
I want to thank all of those who came from 
my church this morning, Lincoln Avenue 
Church of God, every single one of them 
has helped in our program in some way, 
including my daughter Deborah, who is a 
mentor to a 13-year old girl who lives in 
Homewood. 

And, 1 want you to know that we are 
going to continue no matter what to work 
at utilizing the human resources, 
particularly in the African-American 
community, because that is our most 
priceless, is helping one another, and we 
will continue to nurture these efforts 
within the churches within the community 
because we believe that the human 
resources that are there can make all the 
difference in the world 

I want to thank God this morning 
because he is the one who has given me 
this vision and the enabling and the loved 
ones to support and help me in these 
efforts. Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. 




The Chain 

I believe Councilman Cohen is going 
to help out with a couple of photos here. 
If you want to group together a little bit 
He has two different cameras he was 
given, so - 

Ms. McDonald: 

I would like to call forward Minona 
Clinton. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1776 WHEREAS, Minona 
Clinton was instrumental in the 
organization of the Labor Movement; and, 

WHEREAS, in the early 1980's 
Minona was one of the first African 
American women involved in die Labor 
Movement Minona was committed to the 
struggle for equality for all people; and, 

WHEREAS, Minona Clinton assisted 
disadvantaged people with the education 
and training necessary to obtain 
employment She was one of the 
organizers of the Job T raining Partnership 
Act - JTP A; and, 

WHEREAS, Minona Clinton believes 
education is the key to success, and that 
anyone can be taught to learn. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council in the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Minona Clinton 
for being a pioneer of the Labor 
Movement and paving the way for today's 
society. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I do believe this wo man is one of the 
unsung heroines that we have in the City 


of Pittsburgh and she was on a bit of a 
sabbatical in Ohio but she is back in 
Pittsburgh, and what makes me the most 
proud is that this is my aunt. 

The Chain 

You pulled a fast one. 

Ms. McDonald: 

That’s right, I’ll admit it, I have no 
shame. Yes, this is my aunt and she is a 
historical figure in the Labor Movement 
So, I want to thank you. 

Ms. Clinton: 

When I received the call and asked if 
I would agree to be so honored, I said, 
well, I have to think about it I’ve gotten a 
little shy, I don’t admit it often but I have, 
and if you know Valerie, that’s sort of - 
that doesn’t seem like the roots that she 
came from. I wasn’t in the past, but as I 
have retired — semi-retired, then I’ve 
gotten a little where I’m standing back. 

But, what I want to do, I want to 
express my appreciation for the honor and 
the privilege of the recognition this 
morning. The Labor Movement — I get 
angry. I get angry because I know the 
Labor Movement has been the backbone 
of this community. It has been one of the 
backbones of this co mmunit y anH you 
have a lot of unsung heroes, and I’m not 
speaking of myself, but there are a lot of 
other people that have made great 
contributions to this community from the 
Labor Movement and they are not being 
recognized, and I hope this is the 

be ginning 

I was glad to see the Building Trades 
this morning. I’ve worked with them over 
the years. The guys that were up here this 
morning, they must have been babies 
when I came along. But, anyway, I was 
glad to see the Building Trades, that 
you re working with the Labor Movement, 
and that’s important, and teaiy. Thank 
you. 



The Chair: 

Thank you, Minona. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I'm getting razzed up here by the 
President 

Dr. Estella Smith. Dr. Estella Smith 
is one of my role models, she doesn’t 
know it but I watch her. Come on closer 
over here, Estella. 

I’ll read the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1777 WHEREAS, Estella W. 
Smith, Manager of Community Relations 
at Duquesne Light Company, is a woman 
of distinction; and, 

WHEREAS, prior to the position 
Estella currently holds with Duquesne 
Light she was the Director of Investor and 
Bank Relations in the company's Treasury 
Unit She also was the President of 
Heritage National Bank. Ms. Smith has 
also been an educator in the school 
systems in Indiana and Tennessee for 15 
years. In addition, she served as an 
Assistant Professor of Education at the 
University of Pittsburgh and was an 
instructor in the School of Education at 
Memphis State University; and, 

WHEREAS, Estella is a Board 
Member of the Girl Scouts of 
Southwestern Pennsylvania, the Urban 
League of Pittsburgh and The Pittsburgh 
Symphony Society. She serves as a 
Trustee of Community College of 
Allegheny County. Estella has been 
recognized by Ebony Magazine as one of 
the "100 Most Promising Black Women in 
Corporate America." She recently was 
awarded The Leadership Award in 
Business and Industry by the YWCA of 
Greater Pittsburgh and the Whitney M. 
Young, Jr. Service Award by the Greater 
Pittsburgh Council. Boy Scouts of 
America; and. 


WHEREAS, Estella W. Smith has 

earned a Doctorate and Masters Degree in 
Education at Memphis State University. 
Her Bachelor of Science in Education was 
received at In diana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council in the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes Estella W. Smith 
for her leadership and co mmitm ent to the 
communities of Allegheny County. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. I want to let her speak. 
Dr. Smith: 

Thank you very much. I am very 
honored and accept this award with much 
appreciation and humility. I am 
committed to Pittsburgh, I am committed 
to the County in which we all live and the 
young people, in particular, that we have 
an obligation to serve and to help. Thank 
you, again. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Dr. Smith. 

Ms. McDonald: 

And, I would like to call Dr. Anna 
Lou Blevins. I am very proud to be able to 
present this as she is indeed an historical 
figure; in fact, I was just at the Pitt 
Alumnus — Alumni Award Ceremony last 
Friday, but after knowing who you are, 
just -1 don’t know, it makes me feel good 
to even be part of this. 

I will read the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 





No. 1778 WHEREAS, for more than 
two decades Dr. Anna Lou Blevins has 
been directly involved in teaching 
research, administration, and the formation 
of educational policy in national and 
international sectors of the world; and, 

WHEREAS, Dr. Blevins has been 
cited in the Bicentennial archives of The 
History Of Women At Pitt as the first 
African-American female to earn the rank 
of Professor at the University of 
Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Dr. Blevins' experience 
and training include: Professor, University 
of Pittsburgh, Administrator/Policy-Maker 
as Deputy Commissioner for Higher 
Education, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; Curriculum Director, 
Minneapolis Public Schools; 
Teacher/Principal in Minneap olis 
Minnesota, Tokyo, Japan, and Casablanca, 
Morocco. She has been a lecturer and 
distinguished visiting scholar in Africa, 
the Philippines, and Egypt, just to name a 
few places; and, 

WHEREAS, Dr. Blevins has written 
a number of publications and has received 
numerous awards including Pi Lambda 
Theta’s Distinguished Teaching Award 
and has been nominated for the 
Chancellors Distinguished Faculty Award; 
and. 

WHEREAS, Dr. Blevins' current 
research targets selected variables 
impacting learning and relational 
childrearing practices. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes Dr. Anna Lou 
Blevins for being a Distinguished 
Educator and worldly scholar. Dr. Blevins 
is an outstanding leader in the Pittsburgh 
area. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 
WTiich motion prevailed. 


Dr. Blevins: 

Councilwoman Valerie McDonald, 
and to the distinguished Council here at 
the Pittsburgh City, and to friends who are 
here today, I am so honored to receive this 
accolade. I think you just need to know 
that the quality of life and the survival of 
young children has been my pre¬ 
occupation for more than three decades 
now, and I have tried diligently to weigh 
this pre-occupation into my career as a 
professor, into my commitment as an 
Ordained Minister and as a missionary and 
personally as a citizen, where I serve as a 
world advocate for children and famili es 

I have been very blessed at the 
University; that the University itself has 
recognized that the co mmunit y is indeed a 
viable place and an alive classroom where 
learning can take place, where models can 
be constructed for the survival of yo ung 
children, where we can reconstruct ways in 
which children and infants and babies can 
live healthy lives and leam in a way in 
spite of their affli ctions with drug 
addictions and Cocaine. And, also we 
have been able to get the University to 
recognize that these co mmitments that can 
occur wi thin the classroom of the 
community are legi timat e educational 
priorities. 

I feel so humble and so grateful as I 
approach the dust time of my career that 
you have chosen to honor me. Thank you 
so gratefully. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Dr. Blevins. 

Dr. Blevins: 

I have friends here also from my 
church. So, may they come up. 

The Chain 

If you would like to come forward, 
please do so. 




Dr. Blevins: 

Not only Mends, but one student. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Tell her husband to come up. 

Dr. Blevins: 

Oh, yes, Mr. Heflin. Let me just say 
this to you. Last year Mrs. Heflin, who is 
a nurse at the University Center — and Mr. 
Heflin permitted this — joined me in South 
Africa, where we took about 14 people, 
who went over to a mission site and we 
trained, under his wife’s leadership, Fran 
Heflin, nurses in the basic literacy skills in 
the health profession so that they could 
qualify for health certificates to work in 
the center of a compassionate care center 
where we were serving more than a 
thousand people. 

So, Mr. Heflin, you belong here. 

The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor and Mr. 
Hertzberg, I believe, are co-sponsoring the 
next proclamation. If you would like to 
come forward. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I never knew Mr. Heflin to be 
bashful. I’m surprised it took so much to 
drag him up here. He taught me how to 
make chicken in 1969 in East Liberty. We 
opened our first restaurant in 1969 in East 
Liberty. He was the boss. 

Would Don, Algia, T amar a and Mina 
come up please, from NeighborFair. We 
have Don Carlson, Algia Gary, Tamara 
Dudukovich. And, everyone knows Mina. 

MESSRS. O’CONNOR AND 
HERTZBERG PRESENT 

No. 1779 WHEREAS, NeighborFair 
Pittsburgh Inc. created the Neighborhood 
Associates training program in recognition 
that real estate professionals are important 


partners in stimulating residential 

investment in Pittsburgh neighborhoods; 
and, 

WHEREAS, since 1993 PNC Bank 
has demonstrated its commitment and 
investment in city neighborhoods by 
sponsoring Mis six-month educational 
program to provide real estate agents with 
the tools and knowledge they need to sell 
homes in the city; and, 

WHEREAS, NeighborFair Pittsburgh 
trains its Neighborhood Associates in the 
many advantages of living in the City of 
Pittsburgh and Me variety of affordable 
financing packages available to home 
buyers in Me City of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Me 54 agents currently 
active in Me program, by virtue of Meir 
Neighborhood Associates experience, last 
year sold more than 350 properties ranging 
in price from $4,500 to $413,000 an 
located in every region of the City of 
Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Mese sales contributed 
to an overall 5% increase in Me number of 
homes bought and sold last year in Me 
City of Pittsburgh and testify to Me vitality 
and desirability of city living. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that Me Council of Me City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend 
Neighborhood Associates for Meir 
outstanding efforts to promote Me 
advantages of owning a home in Me City 
of Pittsburgh: and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED Mat 
Me Council of Me City of Pittsburgh does 
hereby declare Tuesday, March 28, as 
'Neighborhood Associates Day" in Me 
City of Pittsburgh. 

SPONSORED BY COUNCILMEN 
BOB O’CONNOR AND ALAN 
HERTZBERG 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt Me 
resolution. 




MR- HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

There’s a couple very important — I 
know Alan has been doing different 
s emin a r s across the City, but a couple 
weeks ago I put out a press release. One 
important item here — and I don’t want to 
make this a City/County issue — but last 
year the City of Pittsburgh had a five 
percent increase in the number of homes 
sold, the County was actually down 12 
percent. And, what we are t raining to do, 
and NeighborFair has a printout that 
shows — and, again., I think if somebody 
wants to live in Monroeville and have a 
big yard and live near a mall that’s fing 
but the tax structure, the educational 
system is basically the same. And, we 
have printouts that my aide will be 
distributing to the media because I was on 
the “Honsberger Show” anH we had a 
pretty lively discussion about that last 
week. 

But, there are a lot of things like that 
that are unknown, and I think a lot of the 
realtors, especially from the suburbs say, 
high taxes, crime, issues like that and scare 
people away and I think what they’re 
doing is really trying to keep us on a level 
playing field. I don’t think it is a County 
versus City but people who want to live in 
the City or County should make an equal 
choice and I believe it is very equal. My 
son goes to East HilIs, I was there 
yesterday, it is a wonderful school and our 
tax base — I’m not saying any of the taxes 
are cheap but they are basically on die 
same. 

So, I encourage people to look at that 
before they make a determination. 

And, Algia, you are from PNC and I 
understand the program would not be 
possible without you. So, do you want to 
come up and say a few words. 


Mr. Gary: 

Fust I would like to say thank you 
and that PNC is a proud sponsor of the 
Neighborhood Associates Program, a nd I 
would also like to thank Mina, Tamara and 
Don Carlson from the Neighborhood 
Associates Program and NeighborFair 
Pittsburgh for allowing the bank with the 
opportunity to participate in such a needed 
program. Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Carlson: 

I also would like to thank City 
Council for this. As the President of the 
NeighborFair Board of Directors, in this 
day of it being fashionable to make cuts in 
budgets. City Council has seen fit to 
m a int ain the budget of NeighborFair 
Pittsburgh. And, as it has been said many, 
many times, if the core is not healthy then 
the hole is not healthy, and we feel as if it 
is very important to keep the core of this 
region and the City of Pittsburgh healthy. 
Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Donald. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Mina, you do all the hard work. 
Come on up and say a few words. 

Ms. Gerall: 

Actually I thought Don said it all. 
Thank you for continuing to fund us so we 
can do these programs. The truth is that if 
we talk about regionalism but we don’t be 
careful to maintain the core, then 
ultimately over time the region does go. 
So, what we try and do is maintain and 
build on the residential tax base in the City 
to help make sure that the core stays 
strong. And, we thank you for your 
support and we hope to see more in the 
future. Thank you. 




Mr. O’Connor: 

Tamara, you pull all those figures 
together real quick, do you want to come 
on up. Take a chance and be on TV. This 
is a long day anyhow. 

Ms. Dudukovich: 

As the Councilman mentioned, one of 
the things that really prompted us to seek 
to recognize the work of our 
Neighborhood Associates is that 1994 was 
an especially strong year for home sales in 
the City of Pittsburgh, sales increased in a 
number of price ranges, especially the area 
that people tend to think 0 f as being the 
direct competition with the suburbs’ 
prices. Homes priced between a hundred 
and $125,000.00 increased by 41 percent 
And, so what we are finding is that more 
and more people are listening and pa ying 
attention to the City being a viable option 
and a good place to locate and live, work 
and play. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Alan, do you want to tell us about 
some of your programs you have been 
working on. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

No, I just want to detail some more of 
what we are talking about here with the 
cost of housing in the City of Pittsburgh. I 
mean first you start with the cost of the 
house itself. Most of the homes that you 
buy in the City of Pittsburgh, if you 
moved them outside of the City of 
Pittsburgh you might be paying twice as 
much money. So, right off the bat you pay 
less per square foot for a house in the City 
of Pittsburgh than you do in a lot of the 
suburban areas. 


Our Real Estate Tax is competitive 

and a lot of times lower than much of the 
rest of the County. Our water cost is 
actually lower than much of the 
surrounding municipalities. Our sewage 
cost is lower than a lot of the surrounding 
municipalities. You don’t have to pay for 
your refuse to get picked up as you do in a 
lot of the surrounding municipalities. You 
don’t have to pay when you get picked up 
by our excellent EMS service, I hope you 
don’t, but if you do, you don’t have to pay 
for that either. 

And, NeighborFair is the organization 
that can give you all these figures and 
prove that to you. You can always win a 
debate, they’ve got the numbers. Housing 
is less expensive in the City and they get 
the message out and I hope it will stay on 
everyone’s agenda on Council to keep 
getting that message out 

And, PNC, I appreciate the help that 
you have given the NeighborFair Program. 
You have taken the money and stuck it 
back into the City of Pittsburgh. We 
appreciate that with NeighborFair and also 
with all the Community Reinvestment Act 
Loans that you make. They make loans 
that are just basically portfolio loans, they 
take it out of their money, they lend it at 
an extremely low rate, under great terms, 
just to show their commitment to the 
neighborhoods, and we appreciate that. 
And, I hope you have a good time at the 
lunch tomorrow. 

The Chain 

Th a nk you. Counc ilman Thank you 
all for your hard work and helping us 
promote the City. 

I believe we have one to be read into 
the record honoring a gentleman from the 
South Side. 

MR. RICC1ARDI PRESENTS 

No. 1780 WHEREAS. Paul Pachuta 
will celebrate his 80th birthday on March 
24,1995; and. 




WHEREAS, Paul Pachuta was bom 
in Homestead and has been a South Side 
resident for over 55 years; and, 

WHEREAS, Paul Pachuta is a retiree 
from Jones and T jmoMfa Steel 
Corporation where he worked for over 44 
years; and, 

WHEREAS, Paul Pachuta was 
married for 49 years to the late Mary 
Fedor and they had three children, Mary 
Jane, Paul and Carole. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby wishes Paul Pachuta 
a Happy 80th Birthday and declares 
Friday, March 24, 1995 as "PAUL 
PACHUTA DAY" in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 


Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

.Are there any matters under 
Unfinished Business or Reports of Special 
Committees. Hearing none, moving to 
Presentation of Bills. 

Councilwoman McDonald, 

Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

Ms. McDonald: 


Mr. President 
The Chain 


Thank you, Ms. McDonald. 


ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1781 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title, and interest, if any, in and to the 
publicly-owned property in the 13th Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh being 
as Block & Lot Nos. 174-N-203 and 174- 
N-208, under the Industrial Land Reserve 
Fund. 


No. 1782 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and 
between URA and Primary Care Health 
Services, Inc., for the sale of Block 174-N, 
Lots 203 and 208 in the 13th Ward of the 
City of Pittsburgh for $1.00 plus costs - 
Industrial Land Reserve Fund (green 
space). 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1783 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority for use of a 
space at 300 Mifflin Road as a Community 
Onented Police Station, for a term of two 
(2) years, made effective and retroactive 
April 1, 1995, at no cost to the City other 
than use of telephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1784 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with the Care Network 
for the leasing of a space at 2734 Murray 
Avenue as a Community Oriented Police 
Station, for a term of two (2) years, made 
effective and retroactive January 1, 1994, 





it no cost to the City other than the use of 
:elephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1785 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with Sal Williams, 
owner, for use of a space at 108 
Miltonberger Street as a Community 
Oriented Police Station, for a term of two 
[2) years, made effective and retroactive to 
February 1, 1994, at no rental cost to the 
City. The City shall assume the cost of 
utilities, not to exceed One Thousand Two 
Hundred ($1,200.00) Dollars per year. 

Also, 

No. 1786 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with the Pittsburgh 
Board of Education for space at Arsenal 
School as a Community Oriented Police 
Station, for a term of three (3) years, made 
effective and retroactive to October 1, 
1993, at no cost to the City other than the 
use of telephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 1787 Resolution providing for 
a lease agreement with M and M Realty 
for use of space at Apt. 4A-170 Reed 
Roberts Building A, as a Community 
Oriented Police Station, for a term of two 
(2) years, made effective April 1, 1995, at 
no cost to the City other than the cost of 
repairs, not to exceed One Thousand Six 
Hundred ($1,600.00) Dollars, and the use 
of telephones and telephone line 
maintenance. 


Which were severally read and referred to 
the Co mmit tee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1788 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $1,321.86 warrant in 
favor of Gregg Baliski for automobile 
damage, charging the same to Code 
Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1789 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $960.00 warrant in favor 
of Dolores and Alfred Blumstein in 
settlement of claim for sidewalk damage, 
charging the same to Code Account No. 
46, Judgments. 

Also 

No. 1790 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $1,000.00 warrant in 
favor of Seymoure Krause, M.D., in 
settlement of claim for property damage, 
charging the same to Code Account No. 
46, Judgments. 

Also, 


No. 1791 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 






$10,000.00 to Robert G. Beck, do Colin 
E. Fitch, Esquire, Marriner & Crumbrine, 
800 Washington Trust Building, 
Washington, PA 15301, in full and final 
settlement of alleged police brutality on or 
about October 31, 1993. 

Also, 

No. 1792 Resolution providing for 
an agreement with Steve Homza, C.P.A., 
for professional services for the City 
Controller’s Office services in connection 
with the Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report for 1995, at a cost not to exceed 
$25,000.00, chargeable and payable from 
Code Account 1048, Miscellaneous 
Services, Department of City Controller. 

Also, 

No. 1793 Resolution providing for 
new and/or existing Agreement (s) and/or 
Contract (s) for the provision of analysis, 
design, development, prog ramming 
and/or training services in conjunction 
with the feasibility, development, 
enhancement or implementation of 
automated systems for various City 
Departments. Cost not to" exceed One 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000) for 
the Bureau of Information Systems, 
Department of the Mayor, payable from 
Code Account 1043, Miscellaneous 
Services. 

Also, 

No. 1794 Resolution provi ding for 
a contract or contracts, or the use of 
existing contracts, for the furnishing and 
delivery of computer products to provide 
Braille and speech access to current 
graphical user interfaces such as Microsoft 
Windows at a cost not to exceed Thirty- 


Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00) for 
the Bureau of Information Systems, 
Department of the Mayor, payable from 
Code Account 1045, Equipment 

Also, 

No. 1795 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the City Controller to create 
a special trust fund, to be designated as the 
Pittsburgh Gun Task Force Trust Fund 
(PGTTTF), for the deposit of grant monies 
received from the U.S. Department of 
Justice, or other federal/state government 
agencies and authorizing the use of monies 
deposited into said Trust Fund by the 
Department of the Mayor, Bureau of 
Information Systems, for any and all 
expenses and salaries associated with the 
purchase of new/replacement computer 
equipment, supplies, software and/or 
communications equipment 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1796 Resolution granting unto 
Joseph Gullo, 2031 Smallman Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15222, his 
successors and assigns, an encroachment 
to construct, maintain and use at his own 
cost and expense, two metal grates at 2000 
S m al lman Street in a portion of the right- 
of-way in the sidewalk area in the 2nd 
Ward, 6th Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Also, 

No. 1797 Resolution granting unto 
Michael N. Sobei, 5004 Castieman Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 15232, his 
successors and assigns, an encroachment 


to construct, maintain and use at his own 

cost and expense, a wall in a portion of the 
right-of-way on Castleman Street in the 
7th Ward, 8th Council District of the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

Also, 

No. 1798 Resolution granting unto 
Birmingham United Church of Christ, 25 
Cairick Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylv ania 
15210, their successors and assigns an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense, a 
handicap ramp in a portion of the right-of- 
way along Canick Avenue in the 29th 
Ward, 4th Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Public Works, Water 
and Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1799 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority (URA) 
providing for the designation of URA as 
the City’s agent for acquisition of certain 
property owned by CSX Transportation, 
Inc., on the North Shore of the Ohio River. 
Acquisition cost will be S450,000. 

Also, 

No. 1800 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with the 
Oakland Transportation Management 
Association to provide matching funds for 
the Bike Oakland Project in an amount not 
to exceed $15,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from 1993 Existing Project 
Authorization funds. 


Also, 

No. 1801 Petition from the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh Housing 
Authority requesting a public hearing 
before City Council to discuss the 
problems associated with the current 
Administration of the HACP and the 
Metropolitan Tenants Organization. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Pl annings Zoning and 
Land Use. 

The Chain 

I would like to ask for a motion to 
waive Rule 8 on all three bills so we can 
move them along. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bills 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

hTR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 


The Chain 

It has been moved and seconded. 
All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you. We will have all three 
of those bills up for discussion tomorrow. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 







The Chair: 

Moving to Reports of Committees. 
Committee on Finance and the Budget 
Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1802 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for March 22, 1995, transmitting 
two resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1737 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an extension of the 
Professional Services Agreement with 
Sedgwick James for the administration of 
the City’s Workers’ Compensation 
Program for a period of three months 
beginning April 1, 1995 and ending June 
30, 1995, at cost not to exceed One 
Hundred Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars 
($175,000.00) from Code Account 44, 
Workers’ Compensation, Department of 
Finance.” 

Which was read. 


The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the biU? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bills will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed wifi vote 
“no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald 

AYES 7 NOES 1 

(MR FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The biU having received the legaUy 
required number of votes passed finall y. 

Also, 

BiU No. 1739 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the filing of a petition or 
petitions for the sale of certain property or 
properties acquired at tax sales, in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, 
“Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
Collection Act”, effective December 11. 
1984” 

Which was read. 




The Chair: 

You have heard die reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the biD? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bills will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

vacating Mary Street between South 26th 
Street and South 27th Street in the 16th 
Ward, 3rd Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh (SPONSORED BY MR. 
FERLO) 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


Thank you, Mr. President First, I 
would like to thank my colleagues for their 
initial vote last Wednesday in Committee 
Session, I look forward to approving this 
bill today. 


AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1803 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
March 22, 1995, transmitting one 

resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1714 


This is a perfect example though of 
this body working very closely with 
business interest in the City of Pittsburgh 
to make sure that they are able to survive 
out there. 

Also, I would like to commend Mr. 
Lagatutta, who is looking for additional 
parking and this way he will relieve the 
neighborhood of the parking problem that 
is occurring, but also of the cooperation 
we received from the residents, especially 
that house that is most impacted, or would 
be most impacted by this parking lot. 
After I met with them they realized that it 
was best for the entire neighborhood 
co mm u ni ty if we did vacate this property 
and they were also willing to absorb some 
inconvenience in the future. 


And, I think that is total 
cooperation. City Government, the 




business community and the residents 
working together to make this a very nice 
place to live here in the City of Pittsburgh 
and to make sure that all interests are 
really protected Thank you. 


and I am sure they are accurate, and there 
are so many editorial comments by 
sportswriters, I usually don’t agree with, I 
just pass it along. 


The Chair: 

Thank you very muck Any other 
discussion or comments? Hearing 
none, the bill is now ready for final action. 
AH in favor of the passage of the bill will 
vote “aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finall y 


But, I wanted to read a portion for 
the public record and for posterity. It is an 
editorial comment, and actually it is really 
to me more of an historical co mmentar y 
on the Pirate situation by Bob Smizik in 
the morning paper this morning, the 
morning Post Gazette, at least, and he 
starts out by giving kind of a general 
history of the actual takeover of the Pirate 
organization back when Mayor Caliguiri 
was in office, over ten years ago. And, I 
would like to read on from that it says, 
“The Pirates are for sale again. Turns out, 
baseball was not saved for future 
generations in 1985. Lots of other things 
turned out differently, too. 

“The two million dollars the 
owners each advanced toward the saving 
of the team no longer seems a gesture rich 
with generosity. In 1985, when baseball 
franchises didn’t have anything 
approaching their present value, two 
million dollars seemed like a lot of money. 
In today’s climate, it’s barely more than 
the long-term price of a luxury box. 


MOTIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS 


The Chair: 

Under Motions and Resolutions, I 
wanted to very quickly, first, then I will 
call on others. It is not often I get to read 
the sports pages but when I do I usually do 
not have a lot of comments about them 
because usually they are quoting the stats. 


“In 1985, it was generally believed 
these owners were in baseball for the short 
term. They certainly were not to be in it 
any longer than it took the 20 million 
dollars — the City’s contribution toward 
operating expenses — to run out That 
money was exhausted by 1991. 

“But they liked the feel of 
ownership. They liked the use of the 
owner’s box behind home plate. They 
liked being on the inside. It was fun 
running a baseball team. 




“These people got their two million 

dollars worth a long time ago. They have 
over-stayed their welcome to the point of 
jeopardizing the team's future in 
Pittsburgh. If the team is sold, they say 
they want their two million dollars plus 
interest. The two million dollars, rather, 
should go toward the massive debt these 
owners have run up. What they should get 
in exchange for their two million dollars is 
the use of a luxury box for the next ten 
years. Nothing more. 

“And their intentions, once 
seemingly so noble, look insignificantly 
darker today. Were they in this for the 
good of the City or for their own ego 
gratification? 

“When their operating expenses 
ran out, they didn’t blink — or consider 
selling. They started borrowing to keep 
the team running. Their debt today stands 
at 60 million dollars. Most people would 
worry about being so deeply in debt But 
not these guys. That debt will just be 
passed along to the next owner. 

“And what do we have for this 60 
million dollar debt? A not-very-good 
baseball team and one that offers no hope 
for quick improvement The much-touted 
Pirates’ minor-league system is average, at 
best 

“Vincent A. Sami is Chairman of 
the Executive Board of the Team and 
clearly the leader of the current owners. 
He is a tough man who keeps his own 
counsel. Although Sami’s group 
announced the team was for sale last 
summer, no one is even certain they will 
still want to sell. For sure, they have been 
excessively slow to come to agreement 
with prospective buyer John Rigas. 


“That’s too bad.” And, in closing 
Mr. Smizik comments, “These men have 
outlived their usefulness with the Pirates. 
They should have gone quietly long ago. 
There’s nothing worse than yesterday’s 
hero who doesn’t know when to fade 
away” 

I just want to say — because I think 
many of you received from the Pirates 
these tickets. There’s supposed to be a 
shindig with all the big wigs prior to the 
opening game. It is on the Gateway 
Clipper. And, as for as I am concerned — 
and I read the invitation, it says, the 
Pirates will cordially invite you and a 
guest to our *95 Opening Day Pre-game 
Party, Party Liner — which is a great boat, 
and my comments have nothing to do with 
the Gateway Clipper Organization — but, it 
will be permanently docked outside of 
Gate C at Roberto Clemente Park. 
Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Will begin 
at 3:30 pm. 

Well, to Vince Sami and Mark 
Sauer, I would like to say the following, 
take your cocktails and your hors 
d’oeuvres and put them in the river. 
That’s first of all. 

And, secondly, I, at least 
personally, in terms of my buying power, 
I’m going to boycott the counterfeit Bucks 
until that we have a new owner and until 
the current Pirate Management Group 
agrees to accept both the Rigas/City of 
Pittsburgh offer that’s been offered to 
them. 

And, that’s all I got to say about 
the Pirates. 





Any other comments before we 
approve the motion to adjourn and the 
Minutes? Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to make a couple of 
comments in regards to — and compliment 
the Administration on what they have 
done in the past few days in regards to 
Pioneer Avenue. 

As you all have heard, the Mayor 
has — and the Administration have said 
that they will claim some responsibility on 
the paper street that lies behind the Pioneer 
Avenue homes that have been slipping 
away down the hill. 

I think that the Administration 
realizes that we have a big problem out 
there and even though we are not legally 
liable we have a moral obligation to the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh- I am 
very happy to hear that I know that — and 
I spoke to some of the residents yesterday 
— that they are very happy and very 
encouraged, that they know that they 
won’t come home some day and their 
home be over the hill because of a small — 

I think, a very small retaining wall needed 
to stop and prevent any further damage to 
their property. 

Second, I would like to bring up, 
and as everyone is aware, we will be 
holding public hearings on curfew in the 
very near future. The earliest one on April 
5th at Canick High School. That one 
hopefully being accessible for all of the 
South Hills neighborhoods. I encourage 
whether you are opposed or in favor of 
curfew that you come out and be heard on 
that evening. This will be a formal public 
hearing. On Tuesday, April 11th at Perry 


Traditional Academy, the North Side will 
then get the opportunity to speak publicly 
on curfew. And, on Monday, April 17th, 
1995 at Reizenstein Middle School, the 
East End will then get their opportunity to 
be heard. And, on Tuesday, April 18th at 
Greenway Middle School, ag ain 3 the West 
End will then have their opportunity to be 
heard. These are very important hearings. 
I hope that the community groups, the 
residents that feel stronger, for or against, 
come out and let us know how they feel 
about his whole thing. And, I thanir you, 
Mr. President, for setting these so quickly. 

The Chain 

Thank you. And, if people would 
like to speak at the public hearings on 
curfew they need to contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at 255-2138, at the various 
neighborhood locations. 

I do want to thank you, Mr. 
Cusick, as well as Councilman Onorato, 
for your leadership in intervening on 
be h a lf of the residents, both at Voskamp 
Street as well as on Pioneer Avenue. I 
don’t think without your leadership anH 
really dogging the whole issue we would 
have really gotten to the hope for a 
resolution that we have, both in the North 
Side as well as given the situation in your 
district. 

Any other comments? Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Just a reminder that today at 2 
o’clock there is a public hearing on the 
panhandling legislation and that will be 
televised. So, if anyone is watching or 
wants to watch, they can. It is still not too 




ate to speak. If they want to come down, 
hey can ask maybe the President at the 
learing to be heard. I think the list is 
ibout between 15 and 20 individuals. So, 
rven at the last minu te I would like and 
mcourage people to come down and 
participate. 

rhe Chair: 

Very good. Again, that public 
pealing is at 2 o’clock this afternoon. If 
you would like to speak, please attend the 
public hearing here in Council Chambers. 

Any other comments before we 
close out? 

We need a motion to approve the 
Minutes and a motion to adjourn. 

MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, March 14, 1995 and 
Tuesday, March 21,1995. 

MR RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 

Council adjourned. 
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The Chain 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

I want to welcome our young 
people from Sheraden, from the Sheraden 
Community Center, who are out here this 
morning. Good morning. The 
Councilman welcomes you. We 


appreciate all the hard work you are doing 
in your neighborhood. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 

We are very pleased this morning 
to have two students, Kesi Chen and Laura 
Smith. Kesi is in the 4th Grade and Laura 
is in the 1st Grade. They go to Brookline 
Elementary School. Barbara Aaron is 
here, one of the school aides. And, 
Laura’s mom and dad are here, Scott and 
Nancy Smith, and we want to welcome 
you. And, our two students here are going 
to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Kesi. 

Kesi Chen 
& Laura Smith: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you. You did a beautiful 
job. Our City Clerk would like to present 
you with a flag of our nation and the flag 
of our great City. And, we want to thank 
you and Brookline Elementary School and 
also Scott and Nancy Smith for coming 
down here today and for leading us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 





PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a number of guests in the 
audience today, and at this time I would 
like to call on Councilwoman Valerie 
McDonald. Councilwoman McDonald 

Ms. McDonald: 

Just one to be read Thank you. 

The Chain 

One to be read into die record Thank 
you. Councilwoman McDonald 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1804 WHEREAS, On Thursday, 
March 30, 1995, WPTT Television, The 
Greater Pittsburgh Commission for 
Women and Magee-Womens Hospital will 
host a "Women's History Month" p r o gr am ; 
and 

WHEREAS, The program will honor 
The Girl Scouts of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania; The Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation; The National 
Council of Negro Women; Pittsburgh 
Action Against Rape; Community College 
of Allegheny County, Women's Center 
New Choices Program; and Girls Hope, 
Inc.; and 

WHEREAS, Women's History Month 
is celebrated each year in the month of 
March. This is the fifth consecutive year 
that WPTT and The Greater Pittsburgh 
Commission for Women have participated 
in Women In History Month and the third 
year for Magee-Womens Hospital. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends WPTT, The 
Greater Pittsburgh Commission for 
Women, and Magee-Womens Hospital for 
their commitment and dedication in 
promoting Women In History. 


MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 

resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed 
The Chair: 

Councilman Bob O'Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Would Kevin Mario come up from 
“Greek Week”, and Pat Siger. Pat, do you 
want to come up. 

This is University of Pittsburgh 
“Greek Week” in the City of Pittsburgh 
and if you see a bunch of kids out canning 
and collecting money, this is the reason 
they are out there. 

Kevin Mario is the Business Manager 
for “Greek Week” and Pat is a recipient 
from the Family House. 

MR O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1805 WHEREAS, die University 
of Pittsburgh's Greek community, 
comprised of twenty-two fraternities and 
fifteen sororities, 2,000 men and women 
strong, has contributed greatly to the well 
being of our community and has provided 
a positive experience for countless 
university students over the years; and, 

WHEREAS, the University of 
Pittsburgh's Greeks have, through their 
dedication and hard work, raised over a 
million dollars for charitable organizations 
such as St. Francis Hospital's Courage to 
Come Back Campaign, Spina Bifida, 
United Cerebral Palsy, Pennsylvania 
Special Olympics, and, for this year’s 
charity. Family House, to name but a few, 
and, 

WHEREAS, the University of 
Pittsburgh Greeks, in celebrating "Greek 
Week" from March 30, 1995, through 
April 13, 1995, with a series of events 
designed to promote and enhance the 




Greek community^ relationships among 
themselves and with the residents of the 
City of Pittsburgh, will highlight the 
themes that govern their purpose: 
education, leadership, scholastic 

recognition, intragroup cooperation, 

interaction with the academic and local 
communities and co mmunit y service 

endeavors. 

„ NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh acknowledges and 
commends the University of Pittsburgh's 
Greek community for its outstanding 
public service to the citizens of the City of 
Pittsburgh and, furthermore, wishes them a 
successful "Greek Week"; aid, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
proclaims March 30, 1995, through April 
13, 1995, as "Greek Week" in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Kevin, before we start, you are in 
trouble. It is a tradition to brmg T-shirts 
down, and a couple of my 
Councilmembers, their wives are looking 
for them probably more than them. 

Mr. Mario: 

I left those in the car. I’ll get them. 
Mr. O’Connor: 

We’ll make sure we all get them. 
Yes, I have been active - and Family 
House. I have been active for many years 
in “Greek Week” and these young men 
and women do an outstanding job. 

I think this is our second time for 
Family House, isn’t it? 


Ms. Sigen 
Yes, it is. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

When was the last year? 

Ms. Sigen 

It was nine years ago. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Nine years ago. I remember that. 

Kevin, come on up and accept this on 
our behalf and congratulations. 

Mr. Mario: 

Thank you very much. Counc ilman 
O’Connor. I would just like to thank 
everyone who made “Greek Week” such a 
great success, and also our charity Family 
House, I would like to thank them very 
much. 

And, in reference to the canning Hat** 
tiie last date to give donations is April 
10th. So, just make sure everyone is 
aware of that 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Any more events co ming up? 

Mr. Mario: 

Yes, there is. Yes, there is. April 7th 
and 8th is the Dance Marathon, the 24- 
hour Dance Marathon, and our formal to 
end “Greek Week” is April 13th, which is 
a Thursday. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Ms. Sigen 

It is important for me now to just say 
how grateful we at Family House are to 
these over 2,000 young men and women at 





the University of Pittsburgh. Their efforts 

have been tireless. We are extremely 
grateful. Their contributions, not only in 
terms of time and volunteer time and 
money, has made a great difference in the 
lives of the over 18,000 guests that we 
serve to date at Family House. So, thanlf 
you, Kevin. 

The Chair: 

Co uncilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much, Mr. President 
I just want to very briefly commend 
Councilman O'Connor for this resolution, 
also thank the University students for all 
that they have done this week, but 
particularly the charity that they have 
chosen, and that's Family House. I have 
learned a little bit about Family House 
through Pat Siger, who is doing such a 
terrific job heading it, and I thinlc you have 
done a great job choosing them and I just 
wish Family House the best of luck in the 
future. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you all. I appreciate your bard 
work. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Would Kelly Reddy, Man Friedman 
and Maureen Anderson please come up. 

Actually probably the toughest part of 
“Greek Week" is, I think we get over 30 or 
40 applications and it is trying to finals 
who the winners are in the charity the 
pick. 

This second resolution really pertains 
to Family House and part of “Greek 
Week”. So, I will just read the resolution 


and let you explain what you are doing 

about the Dance Marathon. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1806 WHEREAS, Family House 
has been a home away from home since its 
inception in 1983 for over 15,000 families 
and patients facing life- threatening 
medical crises and, as one of the first 
institutions of its kind, serves as a 
much-emulated model for similar efforts 
throughout the world; and, 

WHEREAS, supported entirely by 
Pittsburgh community dollars and the 
caring and tireless efforts of volunteers. 
Family House provides not just a place to 
stay, but offers the strength and spirit of 
companionship so vital to the preservation 
of hope and the quick recovery of 
critically ill patients; and, 

WHEREAS, this non-profit 
corporation, operated by a voluntary board 
of directors, offers comfort and support in 
beautifully decorated facilities in three 
residences - Family House McKee, 
Family House Neville, and the Family 
House Inn — conveniently located near the 
hospitals of the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, and, 

WHEREAS, students at the 
University of Pittsburgh, joining together 
in a first-of-its-kind event to raise money 
for a charity, will participate in a Dance 
Marathon on April 7 and 8, 1995, at the 
Fitzgerald Fieldhouse to collect funds for 
the local philanthropy which provides an 
affordable and caring haven for its guests. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize and 
congratulate Family House for its 
unparalleled program of providing a 
supportive environment for adult patients 
and their families who are in the midst of a 
medical crisis and the numerous 
volunteers and contributors who have so 
generously donated their time and 
resources; and. 




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does 
hereby declare Saturday, April 8, 1995, as 
Family House Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh in honor of the University of 
Pittsburgh's unprecedented fund raiser on 
behalf of Family House. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

And, that’s going to be a 24-hour 
Dance Marathon, and I think , Valerie, 
you’re going to start us off in Council? 

Ms. McDonald: 

I’m going to start it off. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Or you’re going to do the whole 
thing? 

Come on up and tell us more about 
what you’re going to do. That’s this 
weekend? 

Ms. Reddy: 

Thank you very much. Councilman 
O’Connor. This weekend on April 7th and 
8th, starting at 7:00, we are going to have 
a 24-hour Dance Marathon for all students 
at the University of Pittsburgh, you are 
invited to attend. We have 250 dancers so 
far and we are very excited, it’s our first 
event Pitt Greeks play a very large role, 
as well as other student organizations on 
campus, and we’re just hoping to see a lot 
of you there. So, if you have some fiee 
time, please stop up and see us. 

And, our T-shirts aren’t in yet So, 
we’ll be sure to deliver those soon. 

Mr. O’Connon 


That’s the only reason I do this, is for 
the T-shirts that they give you. 


Mr. Sigen 

Yes, thanks for letting me know. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Who else do we have here? Matt, say 
a few words. 

Mr. Friedman: 

I just want to thank everybody for 
having us down here. And, I just want to 
remind everybody, there’s going to be 
various local bands performing at the 
Dance Marathon and other forms of 
entertainment, plenty of food. So, it is 
open to the entire community; it’s a 24- 
hour event, and we encourage everybody 
to come out and support Family House. 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Ms. Anderson: 

As the Dance Marathon Coordinator, 
I just want to let everyone know over the 
age of 30, that we will have some “Beach 
Bum” Music for those 24 hours, and I 
really do invite everyone to come out and 
see the fun and festivities. The Greeks as 
well as the whole Pitt co mmuni ty have 
really worked very, very hard the last year 
to really get this together, and I am very, 
very impressed that we have such a wealth 
of students who are so committed to give 
their time and their monies and their 
efforts, along with their busy schedules, to 
really come out for a great cause. And, we 
look forward to a great weekend, and 
anybody who wants to dance, there’s a few 
of us who remember the “Twist” and the 
“Limbo”, and we’ll all dance together. So, 
please come out, and thank s again. 



The Chain 

Thank you. 


The Chain 

The Chair Presents, to be read and 
adopted It’s a short one. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1807 WHEREAS, Paulin* 
Fields joined the Momingside Ladies 
Auxiliary to Post 3945 VFW of the United 
States, as a charter member in 1974, on the 
eligibility of her husband, Thomas "Ed" 
Fields. Ed served with the Army Engineers 
Corps in Europe during World War II. 
Pauline served two terms as president for 
the Momingside auxiliary and held various 
offices throughout the years; and, 

WHEREAS, Paulin* is presently 
Auxiliary Treasurer and has served as 
Patriotic Instructor, Reservations 
Chairman for the Loyally Day Banquet, 
and Naturalization Chairman. On the 
District level, Pauline has been a delegate 
and a color guard On the State level she 
has a been a deputy at Highland Drive 
Hospital, Reservation Chairman for the 
State Convention Banquet, and Chairman 
for Flowers and Decorations at the 
Convention in 1994 held here in 
Pittsburgh: and, 

WHEREAS, Pauline was bom in 
Crete, Nebraska, and attended Doane 
College, working for the F.B.I. In 1941 
she met her husband at Fort Belvoir, VA. 
Ed and she have been married 52 years, 
and have one daughter, Sheryl, son-in-law 
James W. Whalen, and three 
granddaughters, Kylie, Lindsay, and 
Shannon, all of whom have been a Poppy 
Child. Pauline has two brothers, Edward 
and Lambert Bosak. Pauline is a member 
of Sacred Heart Parish and belongs to the 
Momingside AuA.R.P. 3947. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 


of Pittsburgh does hereby p i that 

Saturday, Apr il 8, 1995 be designated as 
PAULINE B. FIELDS DAY, in the City 
of Pittsburgh for her outstanding record of 
community service and for her dedication 
to the woithy goals and activities of the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

The last one. Bill Neal and the 
Champions, please come up. Kenny 
Durrett. Kenny, it looks like you could 
have played last night with those guys, 
huh? We have John Wilbome and Donna 
Ervin. I need the stool. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1808 WHEREAS, The 
Champions Association Inc., established 
in 1974, has served the community of 
Pittsburgh for twenty years, helping 
people to help themselves through practice 
and friendly competition; and, 

WHEREAS, The Champions 

Association Inc.'s philosophy is that 
"Champions are not bom, they are made," 
through desire, det erminati on and 
dedication; and 

WHEREAS, The Champions 

Association Inc., proudly presents The 
20th Annual Kenney Durrett Pittsburgh 
City League All-Star Basketball Games,^ 
competition between The Pittsburgh City 
League versus The W.P.I.A.L. Top Boys 
and Girls, and Senior All Stars; and, 

WHEREAS, this competitive and 
exciting event will take place at Taylor 






AUderdice High School, Saturday, April 
15, 1995, from 10:00 ajn. to 8:00 pm., 
and is part of The Champions' annual 
efforts to improve the lives of young 
people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend The 
Champions Association Inc. for twenty 
years of dedication to the people of 
Pittsburgh, and their annual competitions 
that raise the confidence, skill and spirits 
of our youth. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares Saturday, April 15, 1995, to be 
The Champions Association Inc. Day" in 
the City of Pittsburgh, and encourages all 
people to mark this day by attending the 
20th Annual Kenney Durrett Basketball 
Games at Taylor Allderdice High School. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

This is an outstanding event and it 
goes for actually 12 hours, all day at 
Allderdice. Last year I was there for quite 
a few hours. They have teams from all 
over the City and it is nice to see 
competition among City youths and 
W.P.I.AX. — and it’s nice to beat them, 
too. But, congratulations, and let’s have a 
great tournament 

Bill. 

The Chair: 

Bill Neal. 

Mr. O’Connor: 


Bill Neal. He’s out in the streets 
beating the bushes all the time. He’s a 
great guy. 

Mr. Neal: 

Well, thank you very much. 
Councilman O’Connor. I would 1iV<» to 
thank you and City Councilmembers once 
again for supporting us. 

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to welcome Councilwoman 
Val McDonald to Council, and also a quiet 
prayer goes out for Duane Darkins, who 
was a major part of everything that we 
have done over the last 20 years. 

I would like to encourage everyone to 
please come out and be a part of this 
program at a time when our young people 
are oftentimes in the wrong direction. 
Kenny Durrett has come tack to the City 
after a tremendous basketball career and 
provides an opportunity for young high 
school players to participate in a quality, 
well-organized program. Annually from 
this program anywhere between two and 
five youngsters receive Basketball 
Scholarships to go on to college. 

So we want to keep that effort up and 
we want to encourage everyone to be a 
part of it And, I would like Kenny to say 
a few words. 

The Chair: 

You’re welcome. 

Mr. Durrett: 

Thank you. Bill. Thanks, everybody, 
from Council for having us and supporting 
our efforts here. 

As Bill said, it is a very important 
opportunity for a young person to be able 
to participate in a game like this. Myself, I 
had an opportunity to go on to college and 
be able to graduate and fortunate enough, I 
played professional basketball. But, if you 
watched the games last night, it is very 
important and it would be really nice to 




see some kids from Pittsburgh be in one of 

those games one time. And, this is giving 
some kids some opportunities. I hope we 
can keep supporting it and it will keep 
getting better. Now that “Dapper Dan” is 
not here, we have an opportunity so these 
kids can be able to go a lot farther in their 
lives. Thank you. 

Mr- O’Connor: 

Come on up, Val, and get a picture 
with us. I know Kenny is from your 
neighborhood. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yeah. 

The Chain 

Hey, Bob, you don’t have to be 
ashamed to be short next to Kenny DurretL 
We just won’t let you play Center, Bob, 
that’s all right 

Congratulations. Keep up the good 
work. Thank you. 

That concludes our Read anH 
Adopteds. At this time we will move to 
Presentation of Papers. Councilman 
Cohen, Committee on Public Safety 
Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, and Linda 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 1809 Resolution providing for 
an Agreement or Agreements with the 
Pittsburgh Mediation Center for 
professional services. Total Cost 
not exceed $20,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account 1401, 
Miscellaneous Services, Bureau of 
Administration, Department of Public 
Safety. 


Which was read and referred to the 

Committee on Public Safety. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR* HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. COHEN FOR MR. CUSICK 
PRESENTED 

No. 1810 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements, or use of 
existing agreements, and/or a contract or 
contracts, or use of existing contracts in 
connection with major renovations of 
recreation centers and Senior Citizen 
Centers; and providing for the purchase of 
equipment and materials for said centers, 
at a cost not to exceed $50,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC95-111. 

Also, 

No. 1811 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts and for the purchase of 
equipment and materials in connection 
with the rehabilitation of various 
sw immin g pools, at a cost not to exceed 
$100,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC95-103. 

Also, 

No. 1812 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 





contracts for street tree planting at various 
locations, at a cost not to exceed 
$150,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from the following Code Accounts: 
EC95-143 and CDEC95-143. 

Also, 

No. 1813 Resolution adopting 
Official Sewage Facilities Plan for the 
Manchester Supportive Housing located 
on Page Street at the intersection of Blake 
Way in the 21st Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1814 Resolution amending and 
supplementing Resolution 971, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, "Making 
Appropriations to pay the expenses of 
conducting the Public Business of the 
City of Pittsburgh and for meeting the 
debt charges thereof for the Fiscal Year 
beginning January 1, 1995," by making 
certain corrections. 

Also, 

No. 1815 Resolution amending 
and supplementing Resolution 972, 
effective January 1, 1995, entitled, 
"Fixing the number of officers and 
employees of the City of Pittsburgh and 
the rate of compensation thereof, and 
setting minimum levels for designated 
positions" by making cer tain corrections. 

4 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the 
bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 


MR HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, if I can just explain 
briefly on the motion. I think 
Councilman Ricciardi has two bills 
dealing with the Water Authority andthe 
plan that the Mayor has, and he is going 
to be waiving Rule 8 on those two. All 
four bills will be on tomorrow’s agenda 
for the purpose of being held for a 
Recessed Meeting of tomorrow’s 
meeting, which will be recessed on 
Monday, this Monday coming up. 
Tomorrow’s meeting will be recessed 
and reconvened on Monday to talk 
specifically on the budget adjustments 
and the Water and Sewer Authority plan. 
We will have a separate meeting just to 
deal with those bills. So, that is why I 
am waiving Rule 8. 

The Chain 

Discussion on the motion? 

Mr. Cohen: 

Discussion, Mr. President 
The Chain 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Just, do we have a time on 
Monday? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Ten o’clock on Monday. Yes, 10 
o'clock here, and it will be, like I said, it 
will be reconvening the Wednesday 
meeting. This would also take into 
consideration Council President Ferlo’s 
budget summit, and I think we ran 
handle all of this at this meeting. It will 
be a public meeting, on television, as a 
regular Wednesday meeting. 


The Chair: 

I would ask, though, that for that 
Monday session, where it basically is a 
budget summit meeting on the changes to 
the budget as well as the proposal for the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, 
that we also invite the City Controller 
Mr. Flaherty to be a part of that 
discussion and also a subsequent task 
force that may come out of die budget 
deliberation vote on Monday regarding 
further changes that we will be 
reviewing. 

So, if there is no objection, we will 
ask our City Controller Mr. Flaherty to 
attend this session also. 

Councilman Ricciardi, did you 
have a point on this? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

No. 

The Chair: 

All in favor of the motion? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

So, please be mindful, we’ll recess 
Wednesday’s session, we’ll have a 
special budget session Monday at 10 
am., specifically on the two bills just 
introduced by Mr. Onorato and 
subsequent bills related to the issue that 
Mr. Ricciardi will be offering. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And, Mr. President, just for anyone 
listening, if there are no objections on 
that Monday meeting, that would be the 
preliminary vote and die final vote would 
follow the next day on the bill, all four 
bills. 

The Chain 

Yes. Very good. Thank you. 


Also, 

No. 1816 An Ordinance 
supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Tide 
Two, Fiscal, Article IX, Property Taxes, 
Chapter 263, Real Property Tax and 
Exemption, by creating a tax relief 
program for certain residents sixty-five 
(65) years of age or older and a process for 
application thereunder.—(SPONSORED 
BY ALL COUNCDLMEMBERS) 

Also, 

No. 1817 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $3,713.76 warrant in 
favor of Gary Butler for automobile 
damage, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1818 Resolution repealing 
resolutions, approved on various dates, 
authorizing the sale of properties in 
various wards of the City of Pittsburgh, in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984. 

Also, 

No. 1819 Resolution amending 
Res. No. 709, Item A, eff. 9-23-94, which 
repealed Res. No. 30, eff. 2-3-94, which 
authorized the sale of a 2 sty. alum. sdg. 
hse., 613 Lowell Street, 12 WD, 124-P- 
232, to Pearl M. Taylor, for $500.00. The 
reason for the amendment is to change the 
amount to be forfeited from $100.00 to 
correctly read $200.00. 

Also, 

No. 1820 Resolution amending 
Res. No. 302, Item F, eff. 5-9-94, which 






authorized the sale of 102 Genitt Street, 
12th WD, 125-D-45, a vacant lot, to 
Walter J. Anderson & Francis Anderson, 
his wife, for $350.00, to correct the 
spelling of the name of one of the 
purchases to correctly read Fiances 
Anderson. 

Also, 

No. 1821 Resolution approving 
conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh of 
certain property, under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984, to the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority. 

Also, 

No. 1822 Resolution providing for 
the riling of a petition or petitions for the 
sale of certain property or properties, 
acquired at tax sales in accordance with 
Act No. 171 of 1984, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Co mmitte e on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1823 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement and amendments 
thereto with the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority to provide for the 
creation of a fully operating 
authority—-(This resolution provides 
the Authority to acquire control of the 
Water and Sewer System pursuant to a 
lease providing for up front, lump 
sum, all inclusive rent payments and 
provides that upon expiration of the 
term of the lease, the Authority will 
have the option to acquire the water 
system). 

Also, 


No. 1824 Resolution authorizing a 
Capital Lease Agreement and amendment 
thereto with the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority to provide for the rental 
of the Water and Sewer system by the 
Authority and the option to acquire and 
the terms thereof—(This resolution 
provides the Authority to acquire 
control of the Water and Sewer System 
pursuant to a lease providing for up 
front, lump sum, all inclusive rent 
payments and provides that upon 
expiration of the term of the lease, the 
Authority will have the option to 
acquire the water system). 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

MR. RICCIARDI moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Because we are moving 
expeditiously on this, I would ask that 
Mr. Ricciardi work on getting a comfort 
letter from legal counsel, either the 
Solicitor or file Water and Sewer 
Authority’s legal counsel, because we are 
going to be moving on these bills 
quickly. 

The Chain 

Under Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use, the Chair Presents. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1825 An Ordinance amending the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title 9, Zoning. Article 
I, Administration, Chapter 903. 


Definitions, Section 903.02, Specified 

Definitions, by amending the definition 
of "family" and by crating a definition 
for "Family Residential Facilities for 
Handicapped Persons" in Subsection 
903.02(f)— (SPONSORED BY MR. 
FERLO). 

Also, 

No. 1826 An Ordinance amending 
the Pittsburgh Code, Title 9, Zoning, 
Article HI, Districts and District 
Regulations, Chapter 927, 929,931, 932, 
934, 937 and 941 to allow "Family 
Residential Facilities for Handicapped 
Persons" as permitted uses in residential 
districts— (SPONSORED BY MR. 
FERLO). 

Also, 

No. 1827 An Ordinance amen ding 
the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning 
District Map No. 12, by changing from 
"Ml" Limited Industrial District to "Al" 
Commercial-Residential Associated 
District certain property having frontage 
on the southeast comer of South 
Twenty-Seventh Street and East Carson 
Street and identified as Lot 51 Block 
12-M in the Allegheny County Lot & 
Block System, 16th Ward, ” Council 
District #3. (This Ordinance is 
transmitted as a result of favorable 
Planning Commission action on March 7, 
1995). 

Also, 

No. 1828 Resolution Renewing 
Resolution 672 of 1994, authorizing the 
Pennsylvania Department of Military 
Affairs to construct a five-story skilled 
nursing domiciliary care facility known 
as the Southwestern Veterans Center at 
7060 Highland Drive, with parking to 
accommodate 180 automobiles on 
property zoned "I-M" 

Institutional-Medical District, 12th Ward, 
Council District #9. 

The Chain 


I would like to ask for a motion to 
waive Rule 8 on these bills. All of these 
bills I am submitting require either a 
public hearing or a report and 
recommendation from the P lanning 
Commission. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

The Chair: 

Moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. That 
concludes our Presentation of Papers. 

Are there any reports under 
Unfinished Business or Reports of Special 
Committees? 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chain 

I am going to actually put Mr. 
Cohen on the spot. Give us an update 
regarding this late fee, the TCI situation. 
He has been trying to negotiate some kind 
of reform and I think it would be good to 
hear from him. 

Mr. Cohen: 






Thank you, Mr. President If 
Councilmembers recall, last December 
City Council lowered the late fee from 
S3.15 a month to $1.57 a month, and the 
reason was because, in our estimation, 
TCFs late fee was both too high and too 
early. Too high because of the 
information that we had at the tim* 
particularly utilities, they charge a smaller 
late fee, and too early because TCI 
operates on a 20-day billing cycle as 
opposed to a 30-day billing cycle and 
many of us received many complaints that 
that made it difficult, especially for people 
who did their bills once a month, to make 
sure that the TCI bill was in at the 20th 
day as opposed to the 30th day. So, more 
people were charged with late fees than 
should have been. 

We also did not have information 
from TCI as to why they charge the $3.15 
late fee. Three dollars, and then 15 cents 
because of the franchise fee. Since then 
TCI has provided us with information as to 
what their bad debt numbers are, what 
their administrative expenses are for the 
late fee and that was prepared by KPMG 
Peai Marwick. I think everybody has a 
copy of that 

Since receiving that I had a 
meeting with the head of TCI, Councilman 
Hertzberg was there, too, to ask them 
questions about the report and to see 
whether they could expand the billing 
cycle from 20 days to 30 days. That has 
become a very, very important issue, and I 
made it clear to them that we would not 
even consider going back to their late fee 
that they had charged prior to last 
December, unless they would expand their 
billing cycle from 20 days to 30 days. 


That meeting took place, I believe 
it was on Friday - or perhaps Thursday. 
Councilman? I think it was Thursday. 
And, we just received a memo from TCI 
yesterday afternoon saying - and I am 
very happy to report - that they have 
agreed to expand the billing cycle. 

Frankly, we do not have a closed 
agreement yet because this has been the 
first memo from them after our meeting 
but I hope to be able to report to Council 
soon that we have put the pressure on TCI 
to get them to expand that hilling cycle. 
So that when a person receives their bill 
they don’t have to pay it for 30 days, just 
like their Kaufmann’s bill, just like their 
credit card bills, just like their utility bills. 

We are close to an agreement on 
that and I will be able to announce that 
soon. 

The Chair: 

Very good. There was some issue 
in that letter regarding the April 1st 
deadline. Could you clarify that? 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes. Our bill lowering the late fee 
gave them some tim e — because 
remember, the whole reason was that we 
did not have any information from them as 
to wiiy their late fee was at that level. So, 
we gave them until April 1st for the 
legislation to go into effect The 
legislation has gone into effect April 1st, 
and I would ask Council to keep that in 
place, for the moment, so we can continue 
to keep pressure on TCI. But at the same 
time that pressure will hopefully allow us 
to expand the billing cycle and to do that 
soon. 





The Chair: 

Is it anticipated that a resolution or 
some type of offering will come in next 
Tuesday for introduction, because I am 
just concerned about whether or not that 
will cause a late fee to be spread out to the 
other rates? 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes, 1 think we will be able to 
announce one way or the other by next 
Tuesday. Either we reach an agreement on 
that, expanding the billing cycle, or we 
don’t, in which case I would ask that the 
late fee be kept in place where it is now. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. We will 
look forward to some introduction of 
amendment or resolution next Tuesday. 

Any other comments or 
discussion? Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I think the important direction 
where Mr. Cohen is going is, it is going to 
benefit everyone and not just the few that 
are late payers, though. 1 congratulate you 
and Mr. Hertzberg on working that out 
Hopefully you can come to a good 
resolution. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 


I voted for the original resolution 

Mr. Cohen offered, but there is one 
caution, and I made it clear when I voted 
for it I voted for it because Mr. Cohen 
was going to use it as leverage to advocate 
a change in the billing cycle. If that 
doesn’t happen or if it doesn’t happen to 
the satisfactory level that we wanted, I am 
still concerned about the late payment, 
because as I expressed initially, I do not 
want individuals who do pay their bill on 
time to bear the burden of additional rate — 
an additional increase because of late 
payment fee. 

So, someone needs to reconcile 
that, or we need to cut bait and vote just up 
or down on the issue of whether or not we 
want keep the change in the late payment 
in place. And, if that’s the case, I am not 
going to vote for it because I don’t think it 
is fair for those who are paying their bill to 
necessarily pay the additional burden 
based on the KPMG report 

Maybe you can speak to that 
Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I agree with you, as 
the sponsor of the bill, to reduce the late 
fee. I would not — and as you said, we did 
that as leverage to expand the billing 
cycle. If TCI in the end won’t sign on the 
dotted line to say that they were going to 
expand that billing cycle, then I will not 
come back in to repeal that late fee 
legislation. We’ll keep it in place and 
we’ll have a fight on our hands. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any other 
comments or discussion on any other 




m a tter ? Hearing none, we will move to 
Reports of Committees. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1829 

Report of the Committee on Finance anH 
Budget for March 29, 1995, transmitting 
two resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 


into a professional services contract with 
Capital Management Enterprises (CME) 
for the purpose of preparing and analyzing 
a request for proposal for City Workers’ 
Compensation services at a cost not to 
exceed Thirty Thousand Dollars, from 
Code Account 44, Workers’ 
Compensation Program, Department of 
Finance.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bifis? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote w aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Bill No. 1738 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
carrying over balances or portions thereof 
remaining in certain code accounts for the 
year 1994 to the same or to other code 
accounts for the year 1995.”— 
(SPONSORED BY DAN ONORATO) 

Which was read. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


Also, 


MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 


Bill No. 1757 


Bill No. 1830 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing that the City of Pittsburgh enter 


Report of the Committee on Public Works. 
Water and Environmental Services for 




March 29, 1995, transmitting two 

resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1758 


Hearing none, the bills are now 

ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their n a m es are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. Hie Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Andrew Slywczuk, 1201 
Sarah Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylv ania 
15203, his successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at his own cost and expense, a fire 
escape in a portion of the right-of-way 
along Enon Way in the 17th Ward, 3rd 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


Also, 

BUI No. 1759 


THE CHAIR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1831 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Ernest Stem and F amil y^ 
Fulton Building, 101 Sixth Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15222, then- 
successors and assigns, an encro achment 
to construct, maintain and use at their own 
cost and expense, a sign marquee over a 
portion of the right-of-way along Sixth 
Street in the 2nd Ward, 6th Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bUis, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 


Report of the Committee on P lanning 
Zoning and Land Use for March 29, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

BUI No. 1582 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the designation as an 
Historic Structure under Section 513 of 
Chapter 1007 of the Code of Ordinances 
that certain structure known as Engine 
House Number Three, more paiticularlv 
located at 1416 Arch Street (Block and Lot 
Number 23-F-406) in the Twenty-Second 
Ward, City of Pittsburgh.” 


'Which was read. 





Also, 

Bill No. 1583 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the designation as an 
Historic Structure under Section 513 of 
Chapter 1007 of the Code of Ordinances 
that certain structure known as 
Sunnyledge, more particularly located at 
5136 Fifth Avenue and all of the property 
designated as Block and Lot Number 52- 
L-35, in the Fourteenth Ward, City of 
Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1760 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the City of Pittsburgh to 
submit a grant application to and execute 
relevant agreements with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Resources 
under the provisions of the Pennsylvania 
Rivers Conservation Progr am . The 
maximum planning grant available under 
this program is $50,000 ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1799 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement with 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
(URA) providing for the designation of 
URA as the City’s agent for acquisition of 
certain property owned by CSX 
Transportation, Inc., on the North Shore of 


the Ohio River. Acquisition cost will be 
$450,000.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1800 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with the Oakland 
Transportation Management Association 
to provide matching funds for the Bike 
Oakland Project in an amount not to 
exceed $15,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from 1993 Existing Project 
Authorization funds.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Under Bill 1800, this is in relation 
to purchasing with Capital Bond Funds, 
bike racks for University property, I 
specifically asked for a legal opinion, and 
the Solicitor called yesterday to say t hat 
she cannot have a legal opinion at least for 
another week. And, I would respectfully 
ask — because there is some question 
about whether or not Capital Bond Funds 
can be used for this — I would respectfully 
ask that there be a recommittal of Bill 
1800. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

So moved. 



MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

“aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The Chair: 


It has been moved and seconded. 

All in favor? 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

The Chain 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Bill 1800 is recommitted. 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

Is there any other discussion on the 
other bills? The historic designation? 
Councilman Cohen. 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

Mr. Cohen: 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

I would just like my comments 
brought forward on the historic 
designation of Sunnyledge on Fifth and 
Wilkins, Bill 1583, please. 

Bin No. 1832 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for March 29, 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

1995, transmitting sundry resolutions to 
Council. 

The Chain 

* 

Thank you. Councilman 

O’Connor. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Bill No. 1783 

Comments brought forward, too, 

please. 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a lease agreement with the 
Urban Redevelopment Authority for use of 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

a space at 300 Mifflin Road as a 
Community Oriented Police Station, for a 

The Chain 

term of two (2) years, made effective and 
retroactive April 1, 1995, at no cost to the 

Thank you very much. Any other 
discussion? Hearing none, the remaining 
bills are now ready for final action. All in 
favor of the passage of the bills will vote 

City other than use of telephones and 
telephone line maintenance.” 

Which was read. 





Also, 


Also. 


Bill No. 1784 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a lease agreement with the 
Care Network for the leasing of a space at 
2734 Murray Avenue as a Community 
Oriented Police Station, for a term of two 
(2) years, made effective and retroactive 
January 1, 1994, at no cost to the City 
other than the use of telephones anH 
telephone line maintenance.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taW»n 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


Bill No. 1785 A Resolution 
entitled, “Resolution providing for a lease 
agreement with Sal Williams, owner, for 
use of a space at 108 Miltonberger Street 
as a Community Oriented Police Station, 
for a term of two (2) years, made effective 
and retroactive to February 1, 1994, at no 
rental cost to the City. The City shall 
a ssum e the cost of utilities, not to exceed 
One Thousand Two Hundred ($1,200.00) 
Dollars per year.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading anH 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Abstention on Bill No. 1785. I 
have a conflict of interest. As an attorney, 
I represent the owner. “Aye” as to the rest. 

The Chain 

The bill is now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bill will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. O’Connor Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 




AYES 6 NOES none 

You have heard the reading and 

titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

{MR. HERTZBERG ABSTAINING) 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 

Also, 

vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

Bill No. 1786 

The ayes and noes were taken 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a lease agreement with the 
Pittsburgh Board of Education for space at 
Arsenal School as a Community Oriented 
Police Station, for a term of three (3) 
years, made effective and retroactive to 
October 1, 1993, at no cost to the City 
other than the use of telephones and 
telephone line maintenance” 

agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

Which was read. 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 

Also, 

passed finally. 

Bill No. 1787 

The Chain 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a lease agreement with M 
and M Realty for use of space at Apt 4A- 
170 Reed Roberts Building A, as a 
Community Oriented Police Station, for a 
term of two (2) years, made effective April 

1, 1995. at no cost to the City other than 
the cost of repairs, not to exceed One 
Thousand Six Hundred ($1,600.00) 

Dollars, and the use of telephones and 
telephone line maintenance.” 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 

MOTIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS 

The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions, 
are there any concerns to be brought 
before the body? Councilman O’Connor. 

Which was read. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

The Chair: 

Yes, I just want to talk about the 
baseball for one minute, and I want to 
make it clear, it has nothing to do with the 




sale of the Pirates. Okay? So we don’t 
bring that up. 

As we have all heard over the 
weekend, the baseball strike was settled. I 
don’t know if it is good or bad for the City 
of Pittsburgh. Hopefully it is good that 
people are back — the ball players arc back 
and we’re going to have baseball in town 
in three weeks. 

But, I would like to call a post 
agenda, with Mr. Sauer and/or Sami, I 
think, Mr. Cox and a representative from 
the URA, really, to let us know how this 
agreement affects small markets. I know 
we were here a few months — I guess, six, 
eight months ago, talking about their 
business plan, how to run a small market, 
and I would like to see how this affects us 
and what their plans are to run it With or 
without a sale, I understand the present 
ownership, or management will at least 
run it for this season, no matter what 
happens. 

So, I would like to be - besides 
reading in the paper what’s going on, 1 
think it would behoove all of us to know 
how the Pirates are going to operate and 
what — this new agreement, how it affects 
small markets. 

The Chain 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Just to elaborate on Mr. O’Connor, 
and I’ll be more than happy to work with 
him, too, on the info that I have. 

For my colleagues, I met with Mr. 
Sauer end of last week. He gave a briefing 
on the status of the strike. And, I think 


that would be a good suggestion by 
Councilman O’Connor, that Mr. Sauer, 
now the strike is over, to see how it does 
affect it It appears that the small markets 
have lost again, once again, because 
nothing really has been settled. But, he 
could obviously elaborate more on the 
details of the — not even the settlement, 
just of the strike being over and what it 
means for our City. 

And, I would just like to make one 
final comment, and that is. I’m hoping 
that, with the settlement of the strike, that 
at least it will speed up the sale, because 
the unknown factor is now e liminat ed 
from the equation. 

No one seemed to know a week 
ago what exactly a small market franchise 
was worth. It appears right now that we 
didn’t get what we were hoping for but at 
least we know where we stand financiall y, 
and maybe now, with that unknown being 
eliminated, this sale could go through, and 
that’s what I’m hoping happens. 

But, I would like to work with 
Councilman O’Connor to set up the 
meeting with Mr. Sauer. I don’t know if it 
should be in a post agenda or even just in a 
meeting with four, three at a time, 
whatever, but we can work the details out. 
1 think it is a good suggestion. 

The Chain 

Well, if this situation doesn’t make 
Mr. Sami cut bait, I don’t know what will. 

But, I would ask that maybe you 
and Councilman O’Connor corroborate 
and decide whether or not you want a post 
agenda or some other dialogue session, 
and let us know. 



Mr. O’Connor; 

Well, I think it really benefits all of 
us to be educated because there are a lot of 
decisions coming down in the next few 
months that will affect the residents of the 
City and we should be as well-informed as 
possible. 


The Chair: 

Thank you very much. Any other 

points? 

We have a brief post agenda 
meeting following this session regarding 
the situation of Washington’s Landing. 
The gentleman who is involved in that 
proceeding would like an opportunity to 
address Council. I have asked him to 
please attend the session, and we will wait 
about five minutes for a recess following 
this meeting, and if you want to attend, it 
would be fine. 

Other discussion? I need a motion 
to approve the Minutes and to adjourn. 

MR. ONORATO moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, March 28,1995. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 

Council adjourned. 





(HR. CCHEN'S OCMffiNTS CN RTU. NO. 1583) 
(Wednesday, March 29, 1995) 


Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. We had a 
public hearing an this historic designation, as well, 
far a beautiful hone called Sunnyledge at the earn er of 
Fifth and Wilkins in the 8th co un c i l district. This is 
one of the few ranaining Fifth Avenue mansions and I 
thought it ires well p resen t ed as to how his terrin this 
mansion is. And the owner of the house has agreed to 
the historic designation, there is no opposition, so I 
urge Goundl to vote for it. 

(END CF REMARKS) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 
St em type Reporter 
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We are very honored and pleased 

this morning to have a 5th Grader, a young 
man, his name is Max Rudolph; he lives in 
Councilman Bob O’Connor’s district; he’s 
in the 5th District He attends Yeshiva 
School. And, his dad is here. Bill 
Rudolph. And, Max is going to lead us in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Max. 

Max Rudolph: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all 


PRESENT: 


The Chain 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cnsick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Mr. O’Connor 

ABSENT: 

Ms. McDonald 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr- Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


Thank you. Thank you. Max. We 
appreciate you and your dad for coming 
down today. We would like to give you 
the flag of our City and the flag of our 
nation as a r em e mbr ance of your time 
down here. Thanks very much. 


The Chair: 

Good morning, ladies and 
gentlemen. City Council’s Legislative 
Session will now come to order. 

Would you please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chair: 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have a 
number of guests in the audience today, 
and our first guest is a great Pittsburgher 
and a great humanitarian. At this time I 
would like to call on Councilman Bob 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 











Are you talking about me, Jim? 
The Chair: 

I’m talking about your guest 
Mr. O’Connor: 

1 didn't think he was talkfag about 
me. 

The Chain 

“Myron Cope on sports.” 

Mr. O’Connon 

Would Myron Cope please come 
up. 

This is a special day for us in 
Pittsburgh, and I think it is a little bit of a 
sad day, too, but we want to make sure 
Myron stays active and I’m sure he’ll be 
talking to us. 

I have a resolution sponsored by all 
Councilmembers and I would like to read 
that 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1833 WHEREAS, in 1968 
Myron Cope, a recognized sports writer, 
was offered an opportunity to make a few 
extra dollars on the side by creating a 
sports image for WTAE-Radio, 
broadcasting a mo rning sports 
commentary from his home or hotel room, 
if he was on the road; and, 

WHEREAS, despite the initial 
programs which elicited a deluge of calls 
from listeners complaining, “I cannot 
stand waking up to that voice in the 


morning,” Myron Cope’s radio show 
became a Pittsburgh tradition, producing 
exceptionally high ratings and running for 
almost 22 years, until the legend of radio 
talk shows chose to retire in April 1995; 
and, 

WHEREAS, WTAE management 
occasionally winced at some of his 
opinions, it chose not to interfere; and the 
successful morning programs led to Myron 
Cope doing an afternoon radio 
commentary, telecasts and Steeler 
broadcasts; and, 

W HEREA S, Myron Cope has 
received many professional awards, 
including EJ\ Dutton Prize for “Best 
Magazine Sportswriting in the Nation,” 
the American Federation of Television ^ 
Radio Artists’ designation as “Pittsburgh’s 
Most Outstanding Sportscaster,” the 
National Association of Sportswriters and 
Sportscasters’ “Pennsylvania Sportscaster 
of the Year” for 1979, and the Pittsburgh 
Jaycees’ “Pittsburgh Man of the Year in 
Communications” in 1980. In 1983, the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame namp-H Myron 
to its Board of Selectors, the first such 

appointment for a member of the broadcast 
media; anri t 

WHEREAS, upon its 100th 
anniversary, the Hearst Corporation, 
parent company of WTAE, selected 
Myron Cope as one of 54 people “who 
represent the achievements of all their 
coworkers over the past century;” and, 

WHEREAS, the ingenious Myron 
Cope created the Terrible Towel, the 
easily-recognizable good-luck charm of 
the champion Steelers and their fens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 



of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate 

Myron Cope for his significant 
contributions to the field of sports 
broadcasting and his successful career 
with WTAE, commend him for his tireless 
efforts on behalf of such community 
organizations as the Pittsburgh Chapter of 
the National Society of Autistic Citizens, 
and wish him only the best on his 
retirement; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Tuesday, April 11, 
1995, as “This is Myron Cope on Sports 
Day” in the City of Pittsburgh. 

SPONSORED BY 

COUNdLMEMBERS BOB 

O’CONNOR, DAN COHEN, JOE 
CUSICK, JIM FERLO, ALAN 
HERTZBERG, VALERIE 

McDonald, dan onorato and 

GENE RICCIARDI 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

You know I was explaining to 
Myron as we came up, I said. I’d call you 
up, read the proclamation and you have to 
say a few words, then my secretary said, 
that’s pretty stupid, asking him to say a 
few words and what to say. 

Congratulations. Thanks for 
everything you’ve done for Pittsburgh for 
so many years. 


Mr. Cope: 

Thank you, Councilman. 

The Chair: 

Bob, you weren’t trying out for 
Myron’s job there, were you? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

We might be in competition, the 
three of us. 

The Chain 

Welcome, Myron. 

Mr. Cope: 

Thank you. Thank you. Members 
of Council, and thanks to the City of 
Pittsburgh for this recognition. I was bom 
in Pittsburgh, raised in Pittsburgh, have 
spent all of my life except seven months, 
in Pittsburgh, never wanted to leave; it’s 
just to me the greatest place in the country. 
The people, the topography, everything 
about it suited me. And, to make the 
point, and I have never spoken of this on 
the air, but first — well, I’ve had numerous 
opportunities to leave Pittsburgh and not 
too small markets either. But, first, as a 
m a gazin e writer, numerous invitations to 
come to New York. But, heck, I never 
went by the theory that the grass is greener 
somewhere else, if you’re happy where 
you’re at and you’re making an “ookle- 
dookle” [sic] buck, why leave the place 
you love. 

As a broadcaster, overtures from 
New York, St. Francisco, Atlanta. 
Cleveland. The New York job would have 
included the New York Jets’ Broadcast; 






the St Francisco job, the St Francisco 
49er’s Broadcast And, an overture from 
Cleveland, with the hated Brownies' 
Broadcast, can you believe it And, from 
Atlanta, from the Ted Turner Network. 

So, I had plenty of opportunities to 
leave, believe you me, but I never so much 
as turned any of them into a negotiation 
because Pittsburgh was always where I 
wanted to be and always where 1 want to 
continue to be. 

So, it is a particular honor for me 
to accept this resolution and know. Bob, 
that this is “Myron Cope on Sports " Day. 
Thank you so much. 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Yes, Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. Myron, do you think 
we need to spell “ookle-dookle” [sic] for 
our stenographer, Cheryl, at all, to help her 
out? 

Mr. Cope: 

I think your stenographer is a 
woman of such obvious imagination, she’s 
up to spelling it 

Mr. Ricciardi: 


Great And, I just would like to 
say, Myron, you are Pittsburgh, and I wish 
you the best in your retirement 

Let me also say that I’ve served on 
Pittsburgh City Council since 1990, and 
this is the first time that my staff came 
running into this room and are looking 
forward and waiting in the wings to get a 
picture of you with them, and that’s never 
happened with any other guests in these 
Chambers. So, I hope you don’t minH 
they’re waiting in the background there to 
get a picture. Thank you, Mr. Cope. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I think before you leave, I would 
like all Councihnembers to come up. This 
is a shared proclamation. So, if we could 
all get a picture with you, I think we’d all 
want to be there. And, I hope some of the 
sports players listened to your co mmentar y 
about leaving, none of the ball players. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Myron, and God bless 
you and good luck. We want to thank you 
also for your work with the Vintage Grand 
Prix and a lot of other non-profit 
organizations I know you spend a lot of 
time with. Thank you very much for your 
efforts. 

We have some wonderful folks in 
the audience today, they are here to honor 
an individual who is deserving of an 
honor, and I would like to call on 
Councilman Cusick, please. 


Mr. Cusick: 




Could I have the guests from the 

Brookline area. Mrs. Phyllis Kadair, 
Conine Kadair, Angie Joseph, Tony 
Guarino and Barney Dipofi. Did I say that 
right? 

The Chain 

Could we have the Kadair family. 
I believe we have other guests here also, 
from the community, you are welcome to - 

Mr. Cusick: 

If there are other members of the 
family, please come up, friends. 

The Chain 

Or friends. Is Yvonne here for 

that? 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yvonne. Come on up. Betty. 

We have a number of people here 
today to honor a man that played a very 
important part of the Brookline 
communin' and Pittsburgh overall. I 
would just like to read this proclamation: 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1834 David M. Kadair resided 
in Brookline for over 30 years living with 
his wife and son only a short distance from 
Moore Park; and, 

WHEREAS, twenty-five years ago 
Mr. Kadair recruited a group of young 
children from the area and began wiffle 
ball games in a half-court basketball area 
that had previously been left unused; and. 


WHEREAS, Mr. Kadair formed a 
wiffle ball league that has become 
extremely competitive and well-known; 
and, 

WHEREAS, due to the dedication 
and sacrifice of Mr. Kadair many young 
children have in the past and will in the 
future spend many hours of enjoyment 
participating in a positive athletic 
endeavor, and, 

WHEREAS, during the summer of 

1994 Mr. Kadair passed away suddenly; 
and, 

WHEREAS, today the children 
that play wiffle ball in that area of the park 
do so because a long time ago, David 
Kadair had a vision, that along with his 
spirit is alive and doing well. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby honor and 
commend David M. Kadair and his family 
for his years of co mmi tment to the youth 
of the City of Pittsburgh and hereby 
dedicates a section of Moore Playground 
to be dedicated as “The David M. Kadair 
Memorial Wiffle Ball Court”. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Wednesday, April 12, 

1995 as David M. Kadair Day in the City 
ofPittsburgh. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 




Thank you very much. I am very 
honored today to have several guests with 
us. We just had up here a gentleman that 
has become a very important part of 
Pittsburgh for many years, Myron Cope, 
but there are a lot of people out there also 
that don’t have the name that Mr. Cope 
has but yet put a lot of time in their 
community and towards making positive 
things happen for our young. Mr. Kadair 
was one of those people. Not only was he 
involved in a WifQe Ball League but 
boxing was, from what I understand, his 
first love and it has always been one of my 
loves. I am sure I would have enjoyed his 
company as many of the residents of the 
Brookline and residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh bad the chance to do. 

At this time I would like to ask Mr. 
Tony Guarino to come up and say a few 
words, but before I do that ; I would just 
like to, on behalf of the City of Pittsburgh, 
give you a sign. 

Mr. Guarino: 

Good morning. As Joe mentioned, 
my name is Tony Guarino; I am a local 
committeeman in the 19th Ward, the 36th 
District in Brookline, and on behalf of 
Mrs. Phyllis Kadair, Dave’s loving wife, 
and his son Danny unfortunately could not 
be with us this mo rning and his lovely 
sister Corrine, and family and friends, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the City of Pittsburgh, Mayor 
Murphy, Department of Parks and 
Recreation, City Council, Joe Cusick, Bill 
Urbanic, for all the help that you folks 
gave us putting this together. 

I am pretty lucky, I was able to 
spend my formative years at Moore 
Playground in Brookline. I don’t know, 
some of us here in the room know where it 


was at, some of us may not, but it has been 
a legend for a long time and I was pretty 
lucky to spend my formative years up 
there. 

And, I would like to also take this 
opportunity to thank the City of Pittsburgh 
for the work that has been done there 
recently, they have really dressed that 
placed up tremendously. It is important 
that we maintain that well-polished image, 
as people come up and down that busy 
Pioneer Avenue every day anH they see 
that well-polished image of Moore Field 
and Brookline in the City of Pittsburgh 
and what residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh can do. Not only at Moore but 
all the way across the City, because the 
character that we develop there at young 
ages, the young children develop a certain 
character coming out of Moore Field and I 
am proud to say that I am a graduate of 
Moore Park University, and I am sure 
there are a lot of other universities around 
the City that can say the sam e thing 

But, I do not want to be 
longwinded. I am certainly appreciative 
and I am honored that I was ag freH by 
some of my constituents in our district that 
we could get this thing off the ground for 
David, I knew David a long time, that’s 
family. David was Pittsburgh, like Mr. 
Cope and a lot of the families from 
Downtown that migrated up to Brookline. 
So, again, thank you very much for your 
time, and at this time I will proceed on. 
Thank you, Joey. 


Mr. Cusick: 

Phyllis, would you like to come up 
and say a few words. 




Mrs. Kadain 

I want to thank everybody for 
recognizing my husband. He worked very 
hard and he believed in many thingc and 1 
think the people believed — anything that 
he said was okay with them. And, 1 know 
he would be looking down on us today and 
saying, thank you very much. 

Mr. Dipofi: 

What a wonderful place Pittsburgh 
truly is, what wonderful people we have, 
and Davie always exemplified this fed 
The one thing that we shared that we 
didn’t like long speeches. So, I’ll be very 
brief. 

I am grateful to all the people who 
made this occasion, and I prefer to think 
that David is really not gone, just — just 
getting a nice sun tan somewhere. That’s 
aU. 

Mr. Cusick: 

We are very honored to have 
Father Root and Yvonne Boris with us 
today, and if you would like, please join 
us. 

The Chain 

Good morning, Father. 

Father Root: 

Good mor nin g- Good morning. I 
would just like to say that I have been the 
Pastor of Our Lady of Victory Maronite 
Church in Brookline for the past three 
years, and so Davie was just a new 
member of my own personal family and 
my spiritual family but a deeply devoted 


man to, not only to the City of Pittsburgh 

but to the Lebanese co mmuni ty as well. 
He worked very hard for our people, he 
believed in people in general. So, we 
appreciate everything that the City has 
done to recognize Davie and his 
accomplishments, and we thank you from 
the deepest part of our hearts anH we 
continue to work along with the City of 
Pittsburgh and being proud to be members 
of this community as well. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Before we end, I just thought — we 
have a gentleman with us today, has 
always been known and probably is the 
finest attorney in the City of Pittsburgh, 
and that is the Honorable John Dougherty 
Would you, please. 

Mr. Dougherty: 

Mr. President, Members of 
Council, especially you, Councilman 
Cusick, I knew Davie for many years, as a 
classmate. Unfortunately I didn’t spend 
most of my days in Moore Park with 
Davie, we spent them in more colorful 
areas of the City which we certainly would 
not forget, but I thank you for allowing us 
to honor the memory of Davie, not only as 
a family man, as a brother, as a father, as a 
husband, but more importantly, as a friend, 
and in that vein, that’s how I remember 
him. Thank you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would just like at this time to ask 
if anyone would like to join us tomorrow 
at 3 o’clock at Moore Park, there will be a 




dedication and hanging of the sign ar> ^ all 
Council and anyone who would like to 
come and join in the festivities, please do. 
Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. At this time I would 
like to call on Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I have one to be 
read into the record, please. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1835 WHEREAS, Hillel: The 
Foundation for Jewish Campus Life of 
Pittsburgh - Jewish University Center, 
under the leadership of Sh erman Shrager, 
President, and Rabbi Art Donsky, is a 
major force in the rejuvenation of college 
student involvement with Jewish issues 

and affair s; anH 

WHEREAS, on April 7 and 8, 
1995, the Hillel Foundation celebrates 
Jewish Campus Life Shabbat, with 
students, volunteer board members and 
professional staff speaking in Pittsburgh 
area synagogues about the current state of 
Jewish campus life; and, 

WHEREAS, the students who 
participate in the Jewish Campus Life 
Shabbat are creating a thriving multi¬ 
faceted Jewish community on campus; 
and. 


WHEREAS, the Hillel Foundation 
will hold its first-ever Campaign Kick-Off 
on Wednesday, April 12, 1995, on the 
University of Pittsburgh campus. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the Hillel 
Foundation for its service to Jewish 
college students; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares Wednesday, April 12,1995, to be 
Hillel Day in the City of Pittsburgh 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1836 WHEREAS, there are 
151,237 children between the ages of 5 
and 14 in Allegheny County and fewer 
than ten percent of these children 
presently wear bicycle helmets; and, 

WHEREASj the most common 
cause of death and serious disability in 
bicycle accidents is head injury with 
seventy-five percent of the 1,200 annual 
deaths from bike accidents in the U.S. 
caused by head injuries; and, 

WHEREAS, the number of bicycle 
deaths has increased 27 percent in the last 
ten years; and, 

WHEREAS, each year in this 
country of the 50,000 children who sustain 
head injuries in biking accidents, 1,200 die 
and of the 25 bike- 


elated deaths in Allegheny County last 

rear, eight were children; and, 

WHEREAS, one in seven children 
rnder age 15 suffers a head injury in a 
jicycle accident; and, 

WHEREAS, one-third of the 
;hildren involved in biking accidents are 
eft with permanent disabilities that leave 
hem unable to bathe, dress or walk 
inattended; and, 

WHEREAS, every year, head 
nj lines to youths from b iking and 
skateboarding accidents account for 
>00,000 emergency room visits; and, 

WHEREAS, estimated costs 
tssociated with biking-related head 
njuries totaled $100 million last year in 
he United States and $12 milli on in 
Pennsylvania; and, 

WHEREAS, a survivor of a severe 
?rain injury typically feces five to ten 
/ears of intensive services and the 
economic cost of treatment for brain 
njured patients totals approximately $25 
million per year; and, 

WHEREAS, of those brain-injured 
jatients who survive, approximately 
70,000 to 90,000 will endure life-long 
debilitating loss of function, and 2,000 
■vill exist in a persistent vegetative state; 
rnd, 

WHEREAS, the death rate from 
bicycle injuries exceeds the death rate 
from accidental poisoning, falls and 
firearms injuries in young children; and, 

WHEREAS, bicyclist deaths are 
more likely to occur during the summer 


months, especially July and August, with 

about 65 percent occurring between the 
hours of noon and 9 P.M. and the peak 
time being between 3 P.M. and 6 P.M.; 
and, 

WHEREAS, because most children 
were not wearing safety helmets in our 
Commonwealth and the human and social 
costs associated with bike accidents were 
so high that Pennsylvania enacted a law to 
require all children under the age of 12 to 
wear an ANSI or SNELL approved helmet 
when operating, or riding as a passenger 
on, a bicycle, tricycle, or other pedacycle; 
and, 

WHEREAS, bike helmets are the 
most effective safeguard against head 
injuries with research indicating that a 
helmet can reduce the risk of head injuries 
by 85 percent, and brain injuries by 88 
percent; and, 

WHEREAS, City Council 
President Jim Ferlo has launched "Project 
Safe Summer" and has convened a 
coalition of organizations, institutions and 
advocates who will participate in a week- 
long bike helmet distribution and safety 
program aimed at area youth; and, 

WHEREAS, this project has 
already enlisted the support and 
participation of the Pittsburgh Bureau of 
Fire and the Pittsburgh Firefighters, Local 
No. 1, KDKA Radio, Allegheny County 
Health Department, ACHD Safe Kids 
Coalition, Boys & Girls Club, Program To 
Aid Citizen Enterprise (PACE), Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Community Affairs 
Department, Allegheny County Medical 
Society, Children's Hospital, Southside 
Hospital, Allegheny General Hospital, St. 
Francis Health Center, West Perm 






University Hospital, Gateway Health Plan, 
AD 1 Agency, Three Rivers Coin, Shady 
Skates, Mercy Health System, and Former 
Pittsburgh Steeler Dwight White of WR 
LAZARD & Company, among others; 
and, 

WHEREAS, in addition to their 
on-going efforts to promote bike helmet 
safety awareness, these organizations have 
joined with Council President Ferlo to 
support a week long series of events 
regarding bike safety for children, 
culminating on SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 
1995 when thousands of Pittsburgh area 
youth will receive education on bicycle 
safety and a FREE BIKE HELMET which 
will be properly fitted by Pittsburgh 
Firefighters and trained volunteers at over 
50 Pittsburgh area fire station and other 
neighborhood locations during the hours 
of 11:00 AM. until 2:00 P.M. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Pittsburgh that the week of Monday, June 
5th through Saturday, June 17th, 1995 is 
declared "PROJECT SAFE SUMMER- 
WEAR YOUR HELMET WEEK" in the 
City of Pittsburgh; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
urges all young people under 12 years of 
age to attend the bike safety training and 
helmet distribution day at their local fire 
station or neighborhood location on 
Saturday, June 17, 1995, and remember ... 
"Wear your helmet, It*s Common Sense, 
It's the Law". 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. This is a 
major project that I am helping to convene 
and initiate City wide and I will be 
forwarding information to every colleague 
about this. There will be some upcoming 
organizing meetings. I needed the official 
proclamation for some of the foundation 
and corporate request efforts. It will be 
co-sponsored by KDKA Radio. And, I 
want to especially pay a “thank you” to all 
the hospitals and other institutions that 
have agreed to be part of this day, along 
with the Pittsburgh Firefighters. And, I 
will be informing you more in the coming 
days about this event on June 17th. 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I want to thank you for your time 
and effort on the cause of bike helmets. I 
just bought a couple of them and they 
aren’t cheap. So, your efforts are greatly 
appreciated and greatly needed also. We 
need them for safety and I know not 
everyone can afford them 

The Chain 

Well, we think probably that day 
we may be able to actually provide 
helmets for about 7,000 young people at 
all the neighborhood fire stations, as well, 
not only providing the helmet but 
involving them in an educational effort, 
and I think it is going to be a very exciting 
event and I will be asking for everybody's 
assistance on this effort 





I believe that Councilwoman 

McDonald has two to be read into the 
record. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1837 WHEREAS, on Friday, 
April 7, 1995, Hand In Hand, Inc., will 
celebrate their 24th Annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Scholarship Awards 
Banquet at the Sheraton Hotel Station 
Square; and, 

WHEREAS, the purpose of Hand 
In Hand, Inc., is to perpetuate the 
philosophy and ideas of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., by providing young people of all 
races an opportunity to achieve their full 
academic potential through scholarships 
and grants; and, 

WHEREAS, under the leadership 
of Alifeda Tyson, Hand In Hand, Inc., will 
honor eight outstanding citizens that go 
beyond their jobs to help others, not only 
in the Pittsburgh area but across the 
country; and, 

WHEREAS, this years awardees 
include: 

- Joseph LaQuatra - President and 
Business Managers of Laborers District 
Council of Western Pennsylvania. 

- Audrey E. Sumpter - Member of Myral 
Chapter 110 OES Pecola Court #53. 

- David J. Lucovich - Operations Manager 
McDonald’s Corporation. 

- Thelma Lovette Morris - Active with 
Urban League of Pittsburgh and also 
works with the Children’s Museum. 

- Harriet Henson - Executive Director 
Northside Tenants Reorganization, 
completed 4.5 million dollar renovation of 
Brighton Place. 


- Constance (Connie) Parker - Executive 
Convenor of Black Womens Political 
Crusade. Member of B-PEP and member 
of Deborah Grand Chapter of Eastern Star. 

- Reverend Joseph Garlington - Senior 
Pastor of Covenant Church of Pittsburgh. 
He is widely recognized for his teaching 
and Music Ministry. 

- Bev Smith - Host of her own BET Talk 
Show. Bev has earned several 
distinguished awards including an 
International Award for Community 
Service. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes Hand In Hand for 
their commitment to the youth of 
Pennsylvania; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
commends Hand In Hand for reco gnizing 
each awardee for their outstanding 
community involvement. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. BDERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1838 WHEREAS, on Sunday, 
April 7, 1995, friends of Connie Parker 
will honor her with a special salute at the 
Sheraton Hotel, Station Square; and, 

WHEREAS, Connie Parker is an 
excellent representative of black women; 
she exemplifies strength, dignity and 
integrity towards a commitment to remove 




unconstitutional bathers that hinder the 
enjoyment of human and civil rights by 
minority citizens, particularly blacks and 
women; and, 

WHEREAS, Connie is a member 
of Homewood AME Zion Church where 
she is an ordained Deaconess, Life Matron 
and Member of the Home Mission and 
Overseas Missionary Society of the AME 
Zion Church; and, 

WHEREAS, Connie believes that 
the keyword to achievement is integrity. 
This leads to commitment and 
responsibility, and the development of a 
spiritual consciousness; and, 

WHEREAS, in the political and 
social circles, Connie is the Executive 
Convenor of the Black Community of 
Pittsburgh, where she is the recipient of 
many prestigious awards; and, 

WHEREAS, Connie is recognized 
and appreciated by all walks of life in the 
Black Community of Pittsburgh, where 
she is the recipient of many prestigious 
awards; and, 

WHEREAS, Connie is an 
exceptional role model in the black 
community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby recognizes Connie 
Parker for her unse lfish commitment to 
family, church and community. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 


Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair; 

Thank you very much. Moving to 
Presentation of Papers, Councilman 
Cohen, Committee on Public Safety 
Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Cohen. 

MESSRS. COHEN AND HERTZBERG 
PRESENTED 

No. 1839 Resolution am ending 
and supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, 
Title Four, Public Places and Property, 
Article II, Communications, Chapter 425, 
Cable Communications, to delete the 
establishment of a maximum late payment 
fee for the untimely payment of bills for 
cable television service and codifying 
service standards.—(SPONSORED BY 
MESSRS. COHEN AND 
HERTZBERG) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmit tee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR- HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 


Which motion prevailed. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1840 Resolution transferring 
the amount of $1,000.00 from Code 
Account 1001 (100107), Salaries, Regular 
Employees, City Council, to Code 
Account 1001-1 (100115), Miscellaneous 
Services, Supplies, Equipment, Etc., City 
Council.—{SPONSORED BY 

MR.CUSICK) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1841 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 159, effective March 22, 
1995, entitled, “Providing for a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the County of Allegheny for the 
reimbursement of the City’s share of the 
cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, 
South Portal/Route 51 Intersection,” by 
providing for the partial front funding of 
said project 

Also, 

No. 1842 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements, or use of 
existing agreements with a consultant or 
consultants for design services in 
connection with the reconstruction of Ft 
Duquesne Boulevard from Stanwix Street 
to Tenth Street; providing for a 
Reimbursement Agreement or Agreements 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation; providing 
for a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Pittsburgh Cultural 
Trust at a cost not to exceed $900,000.00, 


chargeable to and payable from Code 

Account EC94-1124. 

Also, 

No. 1843 Resolution providing for 
a Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership 
for an art program for Strawberry Way, at 
a cost not to exceed $20,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC 94-441. 

Also, 

No. 1844 Resolution amending 

Resolution #530, effective July 18, 1988, 
entitled, “Providing for a contract or 
contracts, or use of existing contracts for 
structural renovation of Phipps 
Conservatory,” by increasing the total 
project allocation by $115,000.00 from 
$1,127,500.00 to $1,242,500.00. 

Also, 

No. 1845 Resolution amending 

Resolution No. 723, effective May 28, 
1993, entitled, “Providing for a contract or 
contracts or use of existing contracts for 
the reconstruction of Grant Suect/Liberty 
Avenue - Phase 3; providing for a 

Reimbursement Agreement or Agreements 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation,” by 

providing for a Cooperation Agreement 
with the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 

Also, 

No. 1846 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts, and/or an agreement or 
agreements, or use of existing agreements, 
and providing for the purchase of materials 
and equipment in connection with major 




repairs and emergencies to park facilities, 
at a cost not to exceed $200,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC95-144. 

Also, 

No. 1847 Resolution further 
amending Resolution #973, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, “Adopting and 
approving the 1995 Capital Budget and the 
1995 Community Development Block 
Grant Program; and approving the 1995 
through 2000 Capital Improvement 
Program.” by creating a new line item, 
Phipps Conservatory. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 1848 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with 
\ .M CA of Pittsburgh for the purpose of 
providing professional services for the 
1995 Community Recreation and Senior 
Citizens Programs for the Department of 
Parks and Recreation. The total cost <^11 
not exceed $23,000.00, and shall be 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account 1810, Miscellaneous Services, in 
the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
Also, 

No. 1849 Resolution providing for 
a lease or leases and/or license or licenses 
for the use of certain property for a 
community recreation center located at 
200 Tabor Street at a yearly rental cost not 
to exceed Nine Thousand Three Hundred 
($9,300.00) dollars, payable from Code 
Account 1801, Miscellaneous Services, in 
the Department of Parks and Recreation. 


Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks, Recreation and 
Youth Policy. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1850 Resolution flmpnHinp 
Resolution No. 130 of 1994 to change the 
code account into which proceeds from the 
public auction of artwork from the Bureau 
of Cable Communications will be 
deposited. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1851 An Ordinance 
supplementing the Pgh. Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, Article V, Chapter 981, Use 
Regulations, by adding: Section 12, 
Spacing Requirements for Community 
Treatment Facilities. 

—(SPONSORED BY MR ONORATO) 

Also, 

No. 1852 An Ordinance 
supplementing the Pgh. Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, Article V, Chapter 993, 
Exceptions, Section 01 (a) Conditional 
Uses Permitted by Council Approval, by 
adding (56) Family Residential Facilities 


for Persons with Disabilities.— 

(SPONSORED BY MR ONORATO) 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning Housing and 
Land Use. 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the 
bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR RICCLARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1853 An Ordinance amending 
the Pittsburgh Code, Title Two, Fiscal, 
Article I, Administration, Chapter 215, 
Fire Loss Claims, Section 215.02, 
Municipal Certificate for Payment of 
Claims, Section 215.02, Municipal 
Certificate for Payment of Claims and 
Section 215.03, Fire Escrow Trust Fund, 
Subsection (1), to comply with the 
provisions of Act 93 of 1994 concerning 
an increase in the escrow limit and the 
procedure for submission of loss reports. 

Also, 

No. 1854 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $905.78 warrant in favor 
of Laura Lips for auto damage 'when 
struck by a Public Works truck, charging 
same to Code Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1855 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $936.45 warrant in favor 


of Beverly Feeney for automobile damage 
when a City refuse truck struck a parked 
car, chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1856 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $1,060.37 w an an t in 
favor of Brian Maron in settlement of 
claim for auto damage by a City fire 
vehicle, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1857 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $1,029.12 warrant in 
favor of Carl Stone for auto damage by a 
City Police vehicle, charging same to 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1858 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of certain property under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act” 
effective December 11,1984. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Bridget. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1859 Resolution amending 
Res. No. 973, effective January 1, 1995, 
entitled, “Resolution adopting and 
approving the 1995 Capital Budget and 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program and approving the 1995 through 
2000 Capital Improvement Program,” by 
amending Item 1, Department of Council, 
by changing line item Bloomfield Garfield 
Corp./Ft Pitt Field Repairs to read 





Bloomfield Garfield Corp ./College 
Opportunity Program.—(SPONSORED 
BY MR. FERLO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1860 An Ordinance amending 
the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning 
District Map No. 18, by changing from 
“R2”, Two-Family Residence District, to 
“RP”, Residential Planned Unit 
Development District, certain property of 
the Jewish Home and Hospital for the 
Aged having frontage on the southerly side 
of Browns Hill Road identified as Lot 150, 
Block 88-S in the Allegheny County Lot 
and Block System, 15th Ward. (Council 
District No. 5) 

Also, 

No. 1861 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with the 
Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership (PDP) 
for salaries and related costs of 
implementing the “Pittsburgh’s Picking 
Up” Program, at a cost not to exceed 
565,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from the Dept of City Planning, Code 
Account NPA, Project No. 03-35-05-6420- 
95. 


Also, 

No. 1862 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with the 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy for the 
Community Self-Help Beautification and 
Community Gardening Programs in 
Community Development Neighborhoods, 
and for the development of floral beds on 
highly visible, vacant lots in the City at a 
cost not to exceed 5100,000.00, chargeable 
to and payable from the Department of 
City Planning (NPA). 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Planning, Zoning anH 
Land Use. 

Also, 

No. 1863 Communication from 
Paul Hennigan, Director, Department of 
Finance, su bmitting the Summary 
Actuarial Report for the City of Pittsburgh 
Pension Funds as of January 1, 1994 
(report dated: March 7,1995) 

Which was read. 


The Chain 

On the last bill, we need a motion 
to receive and file. 

Mr. Onorato: 

So moved. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chain 


It has been moved and seconded. 

All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you. The bill is received 
and filed from Director Hennigan in the 
Finance Department 

Moving to Unfinished Business or 
Reports of Special Committees. 

Could we get a clarification on the 
cable bill that was introduced today. My 
specific question is, procedurally. in terms 
of the deadline, I had made the suggestion 
to Councilman Hertzberg and you 
yesterday that we would recess this 
meeting today, vote on your waive Rule 8 
cable bill tomorrow, if you need it as a 
final approved bill. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I do not think that is necessary, Mr. 
President. I think if we get a preliminary 
vote tomorrow that will accomplish the 
purpose that we need to accomplish. The 
good news is that Councilman Hertzberg 
and I were able to get an agreement from 
TCI to expand the billing cycle to 30 days. 
By waiving Rule 8,1 think that will solve 
the problem. 

The Chain 

Very good. I just wanted to clarify 

that 

Any other reports of special 
committees or Unfinished Business to be 
brought before the body? If not, moving 
to Reports of Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Counc ilman Onoralo. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1864 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for April 5, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmat ive recommendation. 

Bill No. 1788 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $1,321.86 
warrant in favor of Gregg Baliski for 
automobile damage, charging the same to 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1789 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $960.00 
warrant in favor of Dolores and Alfred 
Blumstein in settlement of claim for 





sidewalk damage, charging the same to 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

Also 

Bill No. 1790 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $1,000.00 
warrant in favor of Seymoure Krause, 
M.D., in settlement of claim for property 
damage, charging the same to Code 
Account No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Also, 

Bill No. 1792 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement with Steve 
Homza, CJPA., for professional services 
for the City Controller’s Office services in 
connection with the Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report for 1995, at a 
cost not to exceed $25,000.00, chargeable 
and payable from Code Account 1048, 
Miscellaneous Services, Department of 
City Controller ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1794 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or the 
use of existing contracts, for the furnishing 
and delivery of computer products to 
provide Braille and speech access to 
current graphical user interfaces such as 
Microsoft Windows at a cost not to exceed 
Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($35,000.00) for the Bureau of 
Information Systems, Department of the 
Mayor, payable from Code Account 1045, 
Equipment” 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 


Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1795 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the City 
Controller to create a special trust fund, to 
be designated as the Pittsburgh Gun Task 
Force Trust Fund (PGTFTF), for the 




deposit of grant monies received from the 

U.S. Department of Justice, or other 
federal/state government agencies and 
authorizing the use of monies deposited 
into said Trust Fund by the Department of 
the Mayor, Bureau of Information Systems 
for any and all expenses and salaries 
associated with the purchase of 
new/replacement computer equipment, 
supplies, software and/or communications 
equipment” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onoralo 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 
Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
Legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for April 10, 1995, transmitting 
two resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1814 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending and supplementing Resolution 

971, effective January 1, 1995, entitled, 
‘Making Appropriations to pay the 
expenses of conducting the Public 
Business of the City of Pittsburgh and for 
meeting the debt charges thereof for the 
Fiscal Year beginning January 1,1995,’ by 
making certain 

corrections.”—(AS AMENDED) 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1815 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending and supplementing Resolution 

972, effective January 1, 1995, entitled, 
‘Fixing the number of officers and 
employees of the City of Pittsburgh and 
the rate of compensation thereof, and 
setting minimum levels for designated 
positions’ by making certain corrections.’ 1 - 
—{AS AMENDED) 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 


MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bin No. 1865 




You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, Bill 1814 is one of 
the budget adjustment bills. The other 
authorization language regarding non¬ 
union retiree health benefit amen rim ppt is 
in writing in front of us in your 
amendment package. I make a motion to 
amend. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chair: 

It has been moved and seconded. 
You have it before you. It basically puts 
into writing our request yesterday 
regarding other authorizations will be 
added to the back of the City’s Oper ating 
Budget 

Is there any other discussion on 
this matter or other issuer that may have 
come up relative to these bills? 
Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I would just like my 
comments brought forward on the Water 
and Sewer Authority bills. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I would just like the same, Bills 
1814,1815, 1823 and 1824, my comments 
brought forward. 


(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Counc ilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

We’re not voting on 23 and 24 yet, 

right? 

The Chain 

I thought they came under Gene’s 
committee but — 

Mr. Onorato: 

They did. They are not up on the 
table right now. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

They were all put together for 
discussion. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Yes. 

Mr. Cohen: 

My apologies, Mr. President. 

The Chain 

That is all right, Mr. Cohen. We 
know you have other things on your nrrinri 

What else? Any other comments? 
Mr. Cohen: 



A lot of bills this morning, Mr. 

President, I assume. 

The Chain 

Other discussion? 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, point of order. 

The Chain 

Point of order. 

Mr. Cohen: 

It is somewhat confusing because 
1823 and 24 are included with 1814 and 
15. Are we only voting on 1814 and 1815 
right now? 

The Chain 

We have a point of order. I am 
going to ask Mr. Onorato to clarify the 
bills that are on the table. 

Mr. Onorato: 


And the two adjustment bills have 

to do with changing the actual personnel 
listed in the “Fixing the number of 
employees” in the first bill on the actual 
operating budgeted code accounts, which 
we had lengthy discussion about 

And, Mr. Onorato earlier amended 
the two budget resolutions for the 
language involving other authorizations on 
the employee retirement health benefit 
Those are the bills that are on the table at 
this time. 

Discussion on those bills? 
Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Aye on all bills except Bill 1823 
and 1824, 1 abstain. I would like to just 
state — 

Mr. Onorato: 

I am sorry, Mr. President They 
are not on the table right now. 

Mr. Cusick: 


Yes, what happened was, you have 
a separate package that was brought over 
from yesterday’s meeting. In that package 
there are two committees. You have the 
Finance and Budget Committee and you 
have two bills that fall under the Public 
Works, Water and Environmental 
Services. The Clerk has read the two 
Finance bills that came over separately 
with the original Finance. So, we do not 
have the Water bills on the table as we 
speak. We are only voting on the budget 
adjustments with the other Finance bills. 

The Chain 


They are not on the table? 
Mr. Onorato: 


No, they are not on the table. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Mr. O'Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 




AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 

legally required number of votes are 

passed finally. 

The Chain 

Councilman Ricciardi, Committee 
on Public Works, Water and 

Environmental Services. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

And hopefully you have the two 
PWSA bills. 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

We do. Thank you, Mr. President 


The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Ricciardi. 
Now, both of those bills need five votes in 
order to pass today. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

Bin No. 1866A 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
April 5, 1995, transmitting two resolutions 
to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1796 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Joseph Gullo, 2031 
Small man Street, Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, 15222, his successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
maintain and use at his own cost and 
expense, two metal grates at 2000 
Smallman Street in a portion of the right- 
of-way in the sidewalk area in the 2nd 
Ward, 6th Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

No. 1798 A Resolution entitled, 
“Resolution granting unto Birmingham 
United Church of Christ, 25 Canick 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15210, 
their successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense, a 
handicap ramp in a portion of the right-of- 
way along Carrick Avenue in the 29th 
Ward, 4th Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 





Ayes: 

Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


and amendment thereto with the Pittsburgh 

Water and Sewer Authority to provide for 
the rental of the Water and Sewer System 
by the Authority and the option to acquire 
and the terms thereof.” 

Which was read. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Mr. O’Connor 


AYES 7 NOES none 


The Chain 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 
BUI No. 1866 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
April 10, 1995, transmitting two 
resolutions to Council. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
BUI No. 1823 

A Resolution entitled. Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement and 
amendments thereto with the Pittsburgh 
Water and Sewer Authority to provide for 
the creation of a fully operating authority.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1824 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Capital Lease Agreement 


You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President, and 
colleagues. I believe the bills before us is 
a win-win for all residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh and welcomed news. Basically, 
we have to keep in mind that residents of 
the City of Pittsburgh pay taxes and they 
also pay water rates and they demand and 
are mandated certain services from this 
Council. Look in to the years 2000, what 
these bills will do, they will stop double¬ 
digit rate increases over and beyond the 
rate increases which might be needed for 
Capital Improvements, which means the 
water rate payers would not be getting hit 
as hard as other authorities have hit them, 
such as ALCOSAN. 

Also, it is a welcomed news to the 
taxpayers because it really gives an influx 
of 85 milli on dollars to the City coffers. 
That is money that will go to erase the 
deficit and help us out with the budget. 
Meaning: Without these bills there could 
be possibly layoffs; without these bills 
there could be a reduction or a possible 
e liminati on of City services, and without 
these bills, probably for the first time since 
I have been on Council since 1990, we 
might actually have to talk about tax 
increases, something that I believe 




Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1866 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
April 10, 1995, transmitting two 

resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1823 

A Resolution entitled. Resolution 
authorizing a 

Cooperation Agreement and amendments 
thereto 

with the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority 

to provide for the creation of a fully 
operating 

authority.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1824 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a 

Capital Lease Agreement and amendment 
thereto 

with the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority 


Sewer 

System by the Authority and the option to 
acquire and the terms thereof.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President, and 
colleagues. I believe the bills before us is 
a win-win for all residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh and welcomed news. Basically, 
we have to keep in mind that residents of 
the City of Pittsburgh pay taxes and they 
also pay water rates and they demand and 
are m a n d at ed certain services from this 
Council. Look in to the years 2000, what 
these bills will do, they will stop double¬ 
digit rate increases over and beyond the 
rate increases which might be needed for 
Capital Improvements, which means the 
water rate payers would not be getting hit 
as hard as other authorities have hit them, 
such as ALCOSAN. 

Also, it is a welcomed news to the 
taxpayers because it really gives an influx 
of 85 million dollars to the City coffers. 
That is money that will go to erase the 
deficit and help us out with the budget 
Meaning: Without these bills there could 
be possibly layoffs; without these bills 
there could be a reduction or a possible 
el imin a ti on of City services, and without 
these bills, probably for the first time since 
I have been on Council since 1990, we 
might actually have to talk about tax 
increases, something that I believe 




everyone on City Council has always 
opposed. With these bills it will give us 
three years to talk about and hopefully to 
succeed in Mayor Murphy’s Development 
Fund; with these bills it will give us three 
years to hopefully succeed in Mr. Cohen’s 
Pittsburgh Growth Initiative; it will give 
us time to hopefully see the RAD, the 
Regional Asset District, continue to 
flourish with the increase of the sales tax. 
So, with these bills what we are doing is, it 
is a win-win with the Authority, and with 
the City it is a win-win, with somewhat of 
a question mark, and the question mark is, 
needing to work together with the 
Administration, and the City Controller 
Tom Flaherty continues to prove that he is 
a professional and giving us the right 
numbers, and we can win-win altogether 
by passing these bills today. Thank you. 
The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connon 

First of all, I want to make sure my 
comments are brought forward. 

(REMARKS—SEE ADDENDUM) 
Mr. O’Connor: 

With all due respect, I think 
Councilman Ricciardi has brought up 
some important issues. I think it is to his 
credit and the Water Department for 
bringing a plan to us, although I do agree 
that it is a three-year fix. It is only a quick 
fix. What he is not describing is at the end 
of three years there is going to be a bigger 
hole. 

As far as the water rates, I 
presented a plan yesterday that if we 


would take the time to look at it, instead of 
selling the house, we’re taking a Home 
Equity Loan, or a second mortgage. And, 
also in that plan, 1 agree, the way it is 
structured now, Mr. Ricciardi, there will 
be in ten years, six percent and then ten 
percent increases. I am prepared to put in 
an amendment that does not have to 
happen, there is enough revenue, that deal 
can be changed so there would not be any 
increase in water rates, at least pertaining 
to this payment 

I have been on Council three years, 
I have never had so many phone calls and 
responses from the business community 
saying how outraged they are that we 
would sell such an asset for such a small 
price. I think we have — what 1 have asked 
for yesterday and I will ask again, I think 
we should hold this two weeks, work out a 
better deal. I would like you to consider 
the proposal 1 had, along with our own 
Budget Department We pay our Budget 
Department to analyze it, they give us a 
recommendation and then we do not pay 
attention to it I think we ought to rethink 
that We can borrow against the asset, or 
if we do have to sale, let’s not sell it for 85 
million. I have had calls, and I am a small 
businessman, I was in — but I am used to 
dealing in $10.00 items, $2.00 hamburgers 
and $10.00 buckets of chicken. I have had 
calls from big companies saying, this 
Water Department is worth the low of 120 
to a high of over 200 million dollars. We 
are selling out for a very, very cheap price. 

I came here this morning actually 
to really almost wage war with the Mayor 
and Mr. Miranda, but I had a meeting this 
morning with them, and I think we are 
actually basically trying to go in the same 
direction, I think there are just different 
alternatives we should be looking at. I do 
not think we are that far apart. That is 





why I have asked, and haven’t received 
yet, an extra week or two to workout. If I 
get that week or two, and my plan or some 
other plans do not work, I would be 
willing to consider this. 

But, besides all the caiu I have 
received — and again ; I tell thgm j you’re 
singing to the choir, why don’t you call 
some of my colleagues, but it doesn’t 
work that way I guess. My last call was 
from my secretary, Marlene’s 12 year old 
son, who said, my favorite game is 
Monopoly and the biggest asset in the 
Monopoly board and you never sell is 
utilities. So, it is coming from big 
business to small business. 

Again, Mr. Ricciardi, you did 
mention this is a quick fix and it won’t 
require any movement for three years. If 
everything comes, if Riverboat Gambling 
comes, if our development plan comes, 
which I credit everyone for, but I do not 
believe in their wildest dreams that they 
think they would make up this in three 
years I think if we don’t come up with an 
ulterior other plan, we are really going to 
hurt, not only the taxpayers, but a lot of 
City employees are going to start hurting 
much quicker than two years. 

So, I would respectfully ask to try 
to hold this and work out a better deal for 
everyone. I think it can be a win-win but I 
think it has to be re-looked aL 

The Chain 

Do you have a motion on the floor 

or — 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Motion to hold two weeks. 


The Chain 

Is there a second on the motion? I 
think the motion is actually a motion to 
recommit How about a second? 


Mr. O’Connon 

Motion to recommit Do you 
second? 

The Chain 

I would like to have some Anther 
discussion on this whole thing but — 
discussion on the recommittal? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well, I am not talking about the 
bills, but if I can discuss here the same 
thing. I am going to discuss why we 
shouldn’t recommit Mr. President 

The Chain 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, with all due respect to 
Councilman O’Connor, lis tening to both 
Councilman Ricciardi and Councilman 
O’Connor, I think a lot of their points are 
accurate. This is just a philosophical point 
of view, that you are either on one side or 
the other. Today I have to say that I 
disagr ee with the characterization of 
Councilman O’Connor’s description of 
this deal and why I think this deal should 
go through now and it should go through 
today and not be reco mmi tted 

One, I would like to explain one 
thing. Councilman O’Connor refers to 




when he was a small businessman. Well, I 

can remember when I was auditing and 
working as a CPA, there was a thing called 
a related party footnote. A related party 
footnote was put into the financial 
statements anytime a company sold 
something to itself, to put everybody on 
notice that this was not a real sale, this was 
not an arms l eng th transaction talcing place 
here. 

And, for the people of Pittsburgh 
watching, that’s both the residents that pay 
this and the business owners, 1 want to 
make it very clear, the only revenue source 
that is on the table is from a sale from thic 
City to a Water and Sewer Authority, 
which is also this City. The rate payers of 
the Water and Sewer Authority are the 
taxpayers to the City of Pittsburgh. You 
cannot sell an asset to yourself and pretend 
there is a profit, it just doesn’t exist. We 
could have given this away to ourselves. 
We could have sold it for 100,000 more to 
ourselves, or we could have kept it We 
chose to set up an Authority in 1984, for 
whatever reason and there was this 
payment plan called a lease. I think fi was 
ridiculous and I think that it was a back¬ 
door tax that we were hi ding b ehind. You 
talk to any resident in the City of 
Pittsburgh and ask them what they think of 
their water rates in the last five years, and I 
guarantee you you are going to hear a 
response that “we’ve been gouged”. One 
of the reasons for these increases, and 
definitely for the future increases is to pay 
back this lease arrangement that was 
entered into in 1984. 

The reason that I adamantly 
support this deal today and think it should 
go through because I view it as correcting 
a mistake that was made. A mistake 
where we are charging the rate payers for a 


sale of an asset that the rale payers already 

owned under the name of “City of 
Pittsburgh taxpayer”. Please let’s get that 
point on the table. We are not filing thic 
to West Penn Water, we are not selling 
this to Joe Private Citizen down the street 
to run a Water and Sewer Authority, we 
are selling it to ourselves. Dan Onorato, 
citizen of Pittsburgh, taxpayer of 
Pittsburgh, is also a water rate payer of 
Pittsburgh, so are the residents of my 
district and the residents of every district 
sitting at this table, including you, Mr. 
President 

The reason I think we should go 
forward is because, yes, it is true, there is a 
future payment dial we are eliminating. 
Councilman O’Connor is absolutely 
correct In year four no more money is 
coming to the City of Pittsburgh. We hear 
this number of 434 million dollars, but to 
compare apples and apples, the fair mar ket 
value, or the present value of that number 
is really 62 million dollars. We are giving 
back, if you want to call it, 62 million 
dollars to the Water and Sewer Authority. 
Meaning, we are giving 62 million dollars 
back to ourselves. They’re the same 
people. We are not creating this artificial 
profit We’re saying, let’s stop this hoax 
and get back to the business of running a 
true Authority. And, the way you do a 
true Authority is put everything under one 
roof. We started fins in the budget process 
by transferring over the employees. We 
all know that year after year after year we 
had this indirect cost number that we 
would bill the Authority and they would 
pay us. And, anyone that worked in the 
Water Department ten years ago, 15 years 
ago, 20 years ago, and I have many in my 
district, before the Authority was created, 
the one thing they always tell me, 
investigate the Water Department, our 





rates are too high because you’re milking 
it, you’ re using that as a back-door tax. I 
believe that I believe it very strongly. I 
believe this bill corrects that I believe 
Councilman O’Connor’s intentions are 
very good. But, I don’t believe that this is 
truly a sale and that we’re giving away the 
store. We’re keeping the store but putting 
a different roof on it. That’s the only 
difference here. 

And, I also want to clarify one 
thing. I would be more than happy to 
return every phone call from a business 
owner that came to Councilman 
O’Connor’s office and explain my side of 
it. I’m not ashamed of it 1 had a total of 
two calls yesterday. They were from 
residents. They were not from business 
owners. When I explained to the one 
individual I got back to what the situation 
was, he had a different — he was sin ging a 
different tune at that point, because he, 
too, is a rate payer and a taxpayer. 

I believe the City of Pittsburgh 
residents win. This is truly a win-win 
situation for everyone. It also puts the 
pressure on the Water and Sewer 
Authority to operate. We have the 
officials sitting in this room today. I am 
going to hold them accountable year after 
year because now when they raise the rate 
it better be directly related to water. It 
better not be related to indirect costs, it 
better not be related to some lease 
payment that was created just to generate 
revenues for the City. 

But, let me make one final point, 
and this is why I agree with Councilman 
O’Connor. This is surely a short-term fix. 
This does not address the ongoing 
problem. Today, as we speak, the City is 
running at a deficit, a very large deficit 


that is growing at an unbelievable speed. 
At the end of year four we could be 
looking at a 50 million dollar deficit once 
again. If we didn’t do this deal that deficit 
could be 150 million dollars. The point is, 
this is not solving our deficit problem. 
What this does is give us time and correct 
an Authority abuse that was in place. 

Two things are happening here. I 
am not fooled, I am not schmuckered that i 
think we are fixing the City’s problems by 
this deal. I know we’re not, and I know 
there’s a deficit that has to be ad dre s sed. 
And, I am talking on the grounds that we 
have to find probably 20 million dollars in 
expenditures to cut or 20 million dollars in 
new revenues in the next three years. If 
we don’t do this, regardless of what we do 
on this deal today, up or down, if we don’t 
find the changes that are necessary, this 
City will be bankrupt in five or six years. 
We have to make very important and 
tough decisions regardless of this deal. 
The only thing this deal does and the only 
reason I support it is because I really 
believe it puts everyone in the position that 
it should be if you are creating an 
Authority. And, I’d like to end. 

The Chain 

The motion on the floor right now 
is the motion to recommit — 

Mr. Onorato: 

And, that’s why I don’t think we 
should recommit, Mr. President. 

The Chain 

I understand. I just want to clarify 
something. I made it clear yesterday 
emphatically that I am in favor of both of 




these resolutions, 1 will vote in favor of 

that today. I would vote in favor of it if it 
comes up next week. I was respecting Mr. 
O'Connor's right and I also do not 
necessarily disagree with the notion about 
rushing to judgment. 1 do not think it 
hurts necessarily to review additional 
numbers that Mr. O'Connor’s plan 
presents. I don’t happen to agree to it, 
because I think what he has presented — I 
think I expressed myself yesterday - I 
think part of it is recommittal and it is for 
further discussion on other alternatives. I 
think it is also partly in consideration for 
the staff of the Budget Office contribution 
to the discussion, not only on the actual 
deal that we are voting on but also the 
other financial aspects involving the City’s 
budget deficit and whether or not certain 
changes are going to be in the 

expenditure activities. 

1 do not think it is unreasonable 
and I do not see the great time crunch here. 

1 agree with Dr. Miranda and others that 
we do have a time crunch in late July, but 1 
do not think, having another week, another 
Wednesday session discussion, whether it 
be on the dynamics of this or the financial 
aspects, is unreasonable. 1 happen to be 
principally in disagreement with 
Councilman O’Connor and I 
wholeheartedly support the proposal that is 
on the table. 

I have also had some discussion 
and I am concerned about some other 
issues that have come up, regarding the 
issue of competitive negotiated bid on this 
deal and some other issues that I think; I 
would like to personally have a discussion 
with the Mayor about prior to a final vote. 

So, I am making it clear, I am 
emphatically in favor of this deal but I do 
not think it is unreasonable to allow yet 


another Round Robin, a discussion in a 

Wednesday session. And, that is why I 
was respecting Mr. O’Connor’s 
discussion. 

So, let’s try to deal with the 
recommittal and get it out of the way anH 
then have a discussion on the merits of the 
two bills. 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Real briefly. Just in response to 
that I agree with you, I don’t think it is an 
unreasonable request by Councilman 
O’Connor. I believe it is an unnecessary 
request I think that they pointed out over 
and over yesterday from the 
Administration that the plan that was 
presented was reviewed and already 
rejected. We have had this for at least ten 
days, the bill in front of us, not 
Councilman O’Connor’s, the bills in front 
of us, and I am just making decisions as 
one Councilmember, that we don’t need 
any more time. 

The Chain 

I certainly respect that I am just 
trying to focus in on whether or not we 
think it is of any merit at this point to 
recommit. Mr. O’Connor obviously has 
articulated his justification for 
recommittal. I have said it clearly. I’m 
emphatically for the bills but I don’t think 
it is unreasonable to have more discussion, 
partly because of the disservice that the 
Post.. Gazette and others have done when 
they have written articles on this issue that 
have nothing to do with the actual facts 
involving what the transaction is all about, 
including Mr. Honsberger’s editorial last 






night, where he makes it sound like we’re 
selling this to some private interest; 
nothing of the sort 

Let’s go around, starting with 
Councilman Cohen and then Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I will 
speak to the recommittal and then speak to 
the actual substantive issue later — 

The Chair: 

We should have, Mr. Cohen, 
pointed out, we had asked a number of 
things. We did receive a - albeit, brief 
legal memo from bond counsel regarding 
their general view that this was legally 
permissible. I do not know if we received 
a budget memo. But, going back to your 
request 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, we had a three and a 
half hour public discussion on this issue 
yesterday, not to mention the hours and 
hours and hours of private discussions that 
we have had with the Finance Director, 
with the Budget Director, with Mr. Glenn 
Cannon, the Executive Director of the 
Water and the Sewer Authority. Unless — 
this Council voted yesterday not to hold 
the bill, which is the exact same motion as 
a recommittal today, I don’t know what 
happened between yesterday and today. If 
there is something that happened I would 
like to know about it You had mentioned 
something related to competitive versus 
negotiated bid. Let me make my position 
very clear on that issue, and that is that 
this bener be a competitive bid. That was 
what Mayor Murphy has told us, that’s 


what he ran on and it is a very, very 
important issue, because actually if this is 
a negotiated bid, then that means that 
taxpayers of the City of Pittsburgh will 
lose millions of dollars. 

This is an uncomplicated bond, it is 
one that should be done by competitive bid 
and it better go to the lowest bidder. 

So, I do not know what the new 
information is out there but if there are 
Members that are pushing for a negotiated 
bid, I will oppose it in the strongest 
possible terms because that will mean 
more greater cost to the taxpayers. 

So, I do not know if that is it or if 
there is something else going on there but 
we had a three and a half hour discussion 
on these bills yesterday and I think to 
recommit them at this time would be a 
disservice. 

The Chair: 

Just to clarify that one point 
Probably the only Counciknember here is 
myself who has not voted on negotiated 
bonds. I voted no on several occasions on 
negotiated and at the same time there is 
concern about MBE participation in a 
competitive arrangement 

But, having said that. Councilman 

Cusick. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Well, I would like to hear what that 
concern is because this is news to me. 

The Chair: 




The concern is that if it is 

competitive, some assurance that there will 
be within that competitive pool a 
commitment for MBE participation. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Will you continue to go around the 

table. 

Mr. Cohen: 

No, no. I’m not done here. 

We do have laws on that Mr. 
President, and the laws are pretty clear, 
which I supported on the MBE/WBE 
participation. I do not know if there is a 
plan to — I do not know why there would 
be any reason to circumvent those laws. I 
mean under competitive bid they would 
have to comply with those laws, too. 

The Chain 

I understand. My reference would 
be to the Mayor’s Executive Order on 
MBE, which is not necessarily the 
parameters of the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority. But, I will let Mr. 
Ricciardi refer to that later. 

Have you concluded, Mr. Cohen? 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes, I am. I am against the motion 
to recommit for those reasons. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 
Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 


Well, I am one of the people that 

Councilman Cohen is opposing, because I 
differ. I think a negotiated bid would be a 
savings to the taxpayers for one purpose. I 
mean if you take the bond and you throw 
them out on the table and you get the 
chance to walk around, most bond people 
are not going to take a look at these bonds 
because they don’t actually get an 
opportunity to see what’s inside. And, 
because this is such a complex deal, 
complex deal, that I think a lot of people 
will turns their heads and walk away from 
the bonds and I think it will end up costing 
the rale payers of this City, the water rate 
payers of this City additional monies, and 
for that reason — 


Mr. Cohen: 

I would love to see one bond 
holder walk away from an 85 million 
dollar deal, an 85 million dollar deal. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. Cohen, I did not — Mr. Cohen, 
I would appreciate it if you would let me 
have the floor. 

Mr. Cohen: 

If there’s a bond counsel that 
would walk away from that, I’d like to 
know who it is. 

The Chain 

Excuse me. Councilman Cohen, 
you will be allowed to speak again. 

Mr. Cusick: 




There are other concerns, and those 
are, as you stated earlier, Mr. President, 
and that is MBE participation. I am very 
concerned on what type of MBE 
participation there will be, because if I am 
correct, the Executive Order that the 
Mayor issued in regards to the 
MBE/WBE, the board would no longer 
have to go along with. Is that correct? 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

Well, I will address that when it is 
my turn. 

Mr. C aside 

And, quite frankly, I don’t feel that 
the questions that I had asked, the answers 
were given to me were properly done. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, I would like to make 
some c omm ent* on the motion to 
recommit 

The Chain 

Yes. Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I am 
going to be voting no on any recommittal 
of this. I share very much Councilman 
Cohen’s co mment s on the three and a half 
hours spent in public debate on this 
yesterday. 

I think we have some very sharp 
officials that have reviewed this. They’ve 
sought consultation from outsiders on this. 
Personally I have a little bit of a 
background in these kinds of transactions 
and in these kind of financial dealings. I 


am satisfied that all the alte rnati ves have 
been reviewed and that the right decision 
is being made here. 

The Chair: 

Very good. Other comments? 
Let’s try to stick just to the issue of the 
reco mmittal 

I am going to ask at this time we 
vote on the recommittal I do not think 
there is a feeling here at all in support of 
the recommittal. So, let’s just vote that up 
and down with a roll c all vote on 
recommittal. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Just one last comment, Mr. 
President I am sorry. But, that is that j in 
this competitive bond it has - 

The Chair: 

Excuse me. Mr. Cohen, you will 
have ample tim e to talk on that issue. We 
are voting just on the issue of 
recommittal. 

Mr. Cohen: 

That is what I am discussing, too. 

In the competitive bid bond it has a 
50 percent MBE/WBE participation. That 
is actually in the bond document So, I do 
not want any misimpression to go out 
there that somehow there is less 
MBE/WBE than any other bond. 

The Chain 


Roll call vote on the recommittal 

Mr. Cusick: 

Aye. 

Mr. Cohen: 

No. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

No. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

No. 


The Chain 

You made a motion and you are 
not even voting for it? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

WelL that’s why I tried to stop the 
motion, because I put a motion up because 
I think this is a bad deal. I do not want to 
get into any side deals. My issue is not 
bond issues and things like that, which are 
coming up. 

The Chain 

That’s fine. The issue is whether 
or not you want it recommitted. If you 
don’t want it recommitted, let’s withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Well, that is why I was trying to 
get your attention and you said no. 

The Chain 


Would you like to withdraw your 
motion. 

Mr. O’Connon 

I am not falling into the games of 
somebody getting a couple contributions 
for — 

The Chain 

Excuse me. Point of order. 

I would ask that Mr. O’Connor - 

Mr. O’Connon 

So, I would respectfully like to 
remove that 

The Chain 

Excuse me. I would like to ask 
Mr. O’Connor to remove his motion on 
recommittal. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Thai is what I tried to do. 

The Chain 

Please. 

Mr. O’Connon 

I would remove that if that is the 

way — 

The Chain 





Now, let’s limit the discussion on 
the bill regardless of what aspect, be it 
bonds, be it finances, be it the budget We 
will go to Mr. O’Connor and then I will 
defer to my other colleagues. 

Mr. O’Connor; 

Again, this is the easiest sweetheart 
deal that was ever brought up. Any bond 
person can do it and there are milli ons of 
dollars out there for somebody to make. 
So, my idea to hold this is only to look at, 
and we look at a better alternative than to 
selling the house. 

I will mention a couple things. Mr. 
Onorato and I went back and forth here. I 
believe we are worried about saving some 
water rates in the future. 1 don't know that 
anybody has even said we’re going to cut 
any water rates. But, if we stop Mrs. 
Smith’s water rate from going up $1.00, 
that’s fine in the future but don’t forget 
you might be saving a big office building 
across the street thousands or hundreds of 
thousands of dollars on their water bill, 
too. So, 1 don’t know that it's always an 
even fairness. 

And, no one has come up. I think 
the key that everybody is missing here — 
we’ve all agreed, we need a quick fix. I’m 
just saying, mortgage the property, don’t 
sell it. But, nobody’s answered me the 
one question, how we’re going to make up 
in three years — which we all agree there’s 
going to be a problem — in three years, 
where do we make up the eight to ten 
million dollars. If you would study my 
plan a little bit more, this flow of money 
would at least be there. 

So, you’re going to have two 
choices, either that, raise rates, tax rates. 


whatever, nobody wants to talk about I 
know — most of my colleagues are a little 
younger than I am - time goes fast Three 
years to you might seem like a long time, 
fellowrs, but it is going to come around real 
quick and I’d hate to be sittin g in these 
shoes without that ten milli ng dollars three 
years from now. 

The Chain 

Other discussion? Coun cilman 
Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. First, I 
want to thank Coun cilman Gene Ricciardi 
for his efforts. He took what I thought was 
a mundane committee assi g nm ent on 
Water and Sewer Authority and has really 
turned it into something exciting, with 
everything that you’ve done. Gene. I 
thank you very much. 

What we are talking about here 
with a cash crunch, I think probably the 
biggest reason for the eash crunch has 
been solved, in my opinion. The biggest 
reason why we have been running the 
deficits that we have been r unning is 
because of the bogus revenue forecasting. 
That’s the biggest reason. We are running 
20 million dollar difference in the revenue 
forecast in what we actually receive in 
revenues. Mainly because our technique 
for forecasting revenues was no technique. 
It was a technique that had no basis in 
economics whatsoever. This is the first 
year we have actually gone out, used and 
approved economic technique to forecast 
revenues. 

So, I think the biggest problem has 
been solved. But, there are additional 
problems. That’s not the whole thing. We 


have a problem with expenditures still, and 

we’re going to have to get that under 
control, but I don’t think that’s as serious 
of a problem. We’re going to have to look 
at different ways to be more productive 
with what we have. In addition the 
problem can be solved in the manner 
suggested by all of us over and over again 
That is to increase our tax base. Things 
have been done, things continue to be done 
and 1 believe they’re all going to be 
successful. 

I think the concept of us giving up 
a stream of revenue in return for this quick 
fix is an over-simplification, I think it is a 
misrepresentation. I really think it is an 
unfair way of looking at the idea. We’re 
giving up this str eam of revenue as if 
we’re giving up some money that is 
coming in from some private company or 
from some foreign land. It is tax, it is just 
like tax revenue, the revenue that our rate 
payers are paying for water. There is 
absolutely no difference in it So, this idea 
that you are giving up a stream of revenue, 
it sounds appealing but it is a total 
misrepresentation, and I am sorry for the 
people that are out there that think that is 
what we are doing, it should not be 
presented that way, it is not that way. 
We’re helping you, we really are with this 
move. We’re going to ultimately keep the 
cost of your water more under control, 
because you might see your taxes staying 
level but you see your water bill totally out 
of control, it is going to affect you in just 
the same way as if taxes were raised, and 
that has been what has been going on with 
the Water and Sewer Authority in the past 
It is going to stop if we vote for this bill. 

And, again, the comparison, don’t 
sell the house, 1 mean I can use that 
comparison. I think it is applicable. We 


should sell this house, this isn’t the house 

we want We don’t want to mortgage this 
house, we want to sell this house, we want 
to sell it to file Water and Sewer Authority, 
so that they have everything they need to 
operate. They need to have the house. So, 
let’s sell the house. 

The Chair; 

Alrighty. I don’t know if it is time 
to sell the house, but I do want to see the 
Water and Sewer Authority move into its 
own apartment, and that is what I consider 
this vote about 

The reason why I am so adamantly 
in favor of this, since the Administration 
and Council decided that they want to 
work towards a so called wo rking utility or 
operation utility, is it makes good sense. It 
is not fair for the water rate payers to 
suffer, not only the burden of future rate 
hikes tied to the operating capital 
infrastructure repairs to the system, but 
then on top of that, wreaking havoc on top 
of that to also pay for this str eam of 
payments over file next 20 something 
years, they have to come back to the City 
and basically kind of a cruel hoax on the 
City taxpayer and that is the additional 
payments as well as bills that can’t even be 
substantiated having to be paid by the 
Water and Sewer Authority. 

The rate payer should reasonably 
expect that their rate hikes now and into 
the future are directly tied to the burdens 
of operating the Water and Sewer 
Authority, albeit we would like to see it 
operated in a more business-like fashion. 
We have not sold the system. If we 
wanted to sell we could probably create an 
investor-owned utility or sell it to West 
Penn Water and probably get a half a 





billion dollars and be out of the water 
business. We are not proposing that 
Maybe 30 or 40 years from now that may 
be something that this City may want to 
look at but that is not what is on the deal 
on the table right now. 

The other thing I think very — and 
clear, the City has a lot more options to 
raise revenues or to curtail governmental 
operations to deal with the burden of the 
deficit that exists now into the future. The 
City Water and Sewer Authority only has 
one revenue stream and that is to hit up the 
ratepayers. It is not fair to burden the rate 
payers for the operational cost of running 
City Government If we are burdened by 
additional cost r unning City Gov ernment 
we on this Council, together with the 
Mayor, legislatively have 20 options at 
raising revenues or cur tailing operations, 
that has nothing to do with the burden that 
the rate payer pays, and it is just an unfair 
deal that we knew was not workable when 
the previous Councils and previous 
Mayors decided on this kind of balloon 
payment that they created back when they 
set up the first operational lease agreement 
with the Water and Sewer Authority in 
1983, 1984, and now we have a great 
opportunity to correct it It makes good 
sense financially. 

And, I think we are clear that this 
is a temporary windfall. It may 
temporarily deal with the budget deficit 
realities that will balloon into maybe 33 
million dollars this year, but it does not 
fundamentally address the fact that as a 
municipality, including in 1995, in this 
budgeted year, we are going to continue to 
have a 15 to 20 million dollar budget 
deficit, on top of what we are carrying 
over from previous years. 


So, if we are committed to not 
raising revenues, then we have to continue 
to change the operations of City 
Government That’s why I asked for that 
budget meeting time, three and a half 
hours that we spent, and that’s why I am 
hopeful that this working group that will 
work through the s umm er months will 
help to formulate the Mayor’s preliminary 
budget that will actually fundamentally 
deal with the feet that we take in less 
money than we are obligated to spend, or 
have the burden of spending. 

I am voting on the Water and 
Sewer Authority deal because it m a kes 
good sense, freestanding, separate from 
the feet that it is a windfall that will 
temporarily help us out 

Having said that, I will turn to 
Councilman Ricciardi, then we will go 
back to Councilman O’Connor. 

And, could you clarify, Mr. 
Ricciardi, the PWSA Board has actually 
voted on a competitive bond issue and you 
will commit that will include some 
element of MBE participation? Could you 
clarify that 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thai’s correct Thank you, Mr. 
President 

The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority Board of Directors had a special 
meeting attended by Councilmembers 
Cusick and Mr. Ferlo also, voted to 
approve Resolution No. 45 of 1995, which 
states that we are going to competitively 
bid the bonds. 

Several months ago I voted by 
resolution and I sponsored a resolution 



creating a financing team At that time 

part of the financing team was Dr. Rowan 
Miranda, Finance Director, Paul 
Hemugan, Cliff Merkell of the Finance 
Department and also our Financial 
Advisor Myles Harrington. 

At that time it was recommended, 
on not just the deal and the structure of the 
deal, but to go competitive on the bonds. 
In the past I have voted both ways. I have 
voted for negotiated issues, I have also 
voted for competitive issues. Usually 
obviously you look at the size and the 
complexity of the manner of the bond. In 

this Case it Was Obvious tO that finartring 

team, who obviously I defer to because of 
their skills and their judgment, that it 
should have been competitive. And, that 
is why Resolution 45 was drafted such that 
it should be competitive. 

Obviously I respect those that say, 
should we look at the negotiated side, 
would we get a better deal? However, our 
financing team looked at it, we’ve had to 
pay Financial Advisor, it should be 
competitive. 

Mr. Cohen is absolutely correct, 
he’s done his homework. Inside the bond 
deal itself will be 50 percent MBE/WBE 
and local participation, a higher percentage 
than any other bond issue by the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority and 
City Government than in the past So, I 
think Mayor Murphy has lived up to his 
commitment to the taxpayer, one that was 
alluded by Mr. Cohen. We’ll have 
MBE/WBE participation, we’ll also have 
local participation. 

As a matter of fact, colleagues, if 
you look at the Pittsburgh W*ater and 
Sewer Authority track record in bringing 


all people in from the City of Pittsburgh, 

from die minority community, from the 
women community, you’ll see our 
percentages are much higher than the 
City’s. As a matter of feet, we’re in 
double digit And, we don’t do that by set 
asides, we don t do that by quotas. We do 
that by working with our primes and our 
general contractors to make sure that they 
go out for the best possible dollar, and 
they found out that everyone in the City of 
Pittsburgh and in Allegheny County has 
met our expectations. 

So, we have a track record, and the 
track record is that we’re going to have 
solid participation. 

On the other note, I just think this 
is a good deal. I mean Councilman 
Hertzberg has really stated it eloquently 
and very emotionally. He’s absolutely 
right, let’s not fool ourselves about this 
revenue stream. The taxpayer is the rate 
payer is the resident of the City of 
Pittsburgh. So, I really think this is a win- 
win situation. 

But, I am going to say it one more 
time, without this agreement you are going 
to see double digits, rate increases in the 
year 2000 and beyond above what possibly 
could be needed and this City will have to 
make some tough decisions. Talk about 
tax increases, possibly even talk about 
layoffs. This is a pro labor bill before. If 
you really care about City workers you 
will vote today for this, and also, if you 
care about continuing City services you 
will also vote yes on this today, because it 
is just a very important matter today. 

As a matter of feet, since I have 
been here since 1990, it is probably the 
most important vote I believe I have taken 




and probably will take in the near future. 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

Councilman Cusick. Mr. Cohen, 
we will let Mr. O’Connor have the last 
word on this. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you, Mr. President I just 
want to say that in regards to the idea that 
Director Cannon came up with in the City 
selling the assets to the Water and Sewer 
Authority, I applaud him. , I applaud the 
Board for taking action. 

For the most part 1 think it is a deal 
that the City must do, and I think that it 
benefits us. Mr. O’Connor yesterday 
talked about a good business deal. I think 
this is a good business deal because it will 
continue business here in the City of 
Pittsburgh, and I agree with my colleague 
Mr. Ricciardi. 

I do have some questions in 
regards to the bonds, and to be quite frank 
about it. I’m not prepared today to vote on 
this piece of legislation. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Great Councilman Cohen has his 
hand up and then we will let Mr. 
O’Connor — 

Mr. Cohen: 

I’ll give Mr. O’Connor the last 

word. 


Let me just say a couple of things, 
and ask for my comments to be brought 
forward. 

(REMARK -SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

First of all I do want to commend 
Councilman Ricciardi on his leadership on 
this issue because he has lead this Council 
on this issue in a way that is going to 
benefit both the rate payers and the 
taxpayers. 

I am voting for this because I want 
to get our budget back on track and also to 
avoid water rate increases and tax 
increases. The term that has come up at 
every budget session, every budget year 
that I have been on Council hac been 
“indirect costs” and we always saw that 
indirect cost between the Water and Sewer 
Authority and the Water Department. 
Well, what did that mean “indirect cost”? 
Well, it meant that there were two aspects 
of our water operations, one was the Water 
and Sewer Authority and the other was the 
Water Department. So, you had two sets 
of books, you had two sets of employees, 
you had two sets of assets. It didn’t make 
any sense. So, this Council a couple of 
months ago voted to put all of the 
operations under one roof and it only 
makes sense to put all the capital assets 
under one roof. That’s what this is. It is 
not selling to another utility, it is not 
selling to the electric company or the gas 
company, it is selling to the Water and 
Sewer Authority which is a City agency. 

So, to say that we’re selling this 
asset implies that somehow we’re selling it 
to an irresponsible party. That’s not 
what s going on here. We’re selling it to 




another City agency and in a way that win 

keep water rates steady and will also avoid 
future tax increases. 

So, that is why I am voting for thfo, 
But, at the same time I agree with other 
Councilmembers, like our Finance Chair, 
Mr. Onorato, who have said that this is 
not going to put our fiscal house in order. 
It’s not It’s a good first step, that’s for 
sure, but at the same time, if we don’t have 
a specific concrete plan for the next 
decade, not just the next year, but the next 
decade, to be able to cut expenses and 
increase revenues, then we’re going to be 
back in the same position a few years from 
now that we are today. 

So, that’s why I look forward to 
working with my colleagues, to working 
with Mayor Murphy, who I think is doing 
an excellent job in moving forward to 
redevelop this City and to bring jobs and 
people back into this City, because that’s 
what is going to make this work in the 
long run. We have been sitring on an 
eroding tax base for many, many years 
now, and although we are looking at the 
expense side of the ledger right now, we 
have got to look at the revenue side and 
we have got to say we’re going to bring - 
we’re going to attract jobs, especially 
manufacturing jobs, and we’re going to 
attract people back into our region, 
because if we don’t do that, then we’re 
going to be in trouble. But, I think we 
have made some initiatives to do that j 
including the Mayor’s Development Fund, 
including the Pittsburgh Growth Initiative. 
We have to work as hard on that as we are 
on this side and together I think we are 
going to bring this City back on a financial 
track. Thank you. 

The Chair: 


There s a possibility that one of 

these bills may end up being recommitted. 
I just want to clarify, there’s two bills. 

1823 is the bill authorizing the 
Cooperation Agreement amendments. Bill 

1824 is the Capital Lease Agreement. 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Hopefully the last word. 

I don’t think I disagree with 
anything anybody said here, including Mr. 
Cohen, what he just then remarked. If 
things go up and our economic 
development packages start working, 
that’s fine. We’re looking at not taking a 
water rate. So, the water customers think 
they’re getting a benefit Well, somebody 
is going to pay on the other end, and that 
be the City taxpayer. Curious enough 
there are some corporations Downtown 
who pay probably no taxes and pay very, 
very high water bills. I think we are 
protecting them maybe even a little more 
than we’re protecting average Mrs. Smith 
out there. 

One last effort here. What I am 
asking to do. I think we are all on the 
same page and we are going in the same 
direction. All I have asked for is, 
of giving the whole ball of wax, take a 
piece of it, save this revenue stream, don’t 
touch it for ten years, it’s an ace in the 
hole in case you need it If all the revenue 
things come in as we predict, wipe it out 
But, I am curious, fellows — you know, we 
don’t want to touch this water rate, we act 
like we’re really doing something wrong 
taking this money, that the deal was made 
in 1984. Well, why are we taking the 85 
million? Why don’t we just forgive the 




whole thing. So, I think we want our cake 
and eat it, too. 

I beg to differ with the way — the 
approach we’re going. I don’t think I have 
the support I just hope all these wishful 
t hinking , gambling, and whatever other 
revenues come in and manufacturing come 
in, so that we can lower taxes in three 
years. 

Mr. Ricciardi was right, if we don’t 
patch the hole it is going to get worse. I’m 
saying patch half the hole and start 
working it out I don’t think I have the 
support but I wish we would reconsider. 


The Chain 

Other discussion? Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I just want one clarification, and I 
apologize, Councilman O’Connor, because 
I did tell him he would have the last word. 

I just want to just clarify one point 
It is my understanding, and the only 
reason that the City is accepting the 85 
million, that refers to capital expenditures 
that had to be paid for that were pre-Water 
and Sewer Authority that should be paid 
by the Water and Sewer Authority 
pursuant to the agreement The part that 
we’re not taking the 62 million is 
pursuant, in my opinion, to the bogus 
write-up of the lease.. And, I think there is 
the difference in the numbers, seeing the 
numbers. But, we could just disagree on 
that, but that’s why I think there is a 
difference of what we’re accepting and 
what we’re not accepting. 


The Chain 

I would like to ask for a two- 
minute recess prior to the vote, if possible. 

And on the motion of MR. CUSICK 

Council recessed. 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, April 11,1995 


And the hour of recess having 
expired. Council reconvened. 


The Chain 

I would like to call the Legislative 
Meeting back into session. Thank you for 
die opportunity to be recessed briefly. 

At this time I would like 
Counc ilman Cusick — 

Mr. Cusick: 

I will be voting for the bill today, 
and I just want to explain my reasons for 
voting for it After talking to Dr. Miranda, 
he had assured me that there will be 
MBE/WBE participation, local 
participation and that when the numbers 
come in he will then prove to me, which I 
still disagree with, but I think this is a 
good plan to get the City on the right 
financial track and for that reason I do not 
want to become an obstructionist and I 
will go along with this today. 

The Chain 




We are taking a roll call vote on 
the bills that are on the table. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Can 1 have a point of order? 

Ihe Chain 

You can raise a point of order. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, point of order. I just wanted 
to know, is this a public vote, whether it is 
a bond issue, negotiated, Mr. Ricciardi, 
later? 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

Yes. Thank you. We have already 
taken a public vote, where the media was 
in attendance, Mr. O’Connor, Resolution 
No. 45 of 1995. This will be a competitive 
bid. And. with all due respect to Mr. 
Miranda, who I have a great deal of 
respect for, he doesn’t have to assure it, we 
have already voted that there will be 50 
percent MBE/WBE, local participation, 
and again, we have a much better track 
record of bringing everyone involved in 
the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, 
than the City or the County has. So, those 
assurances are not needed, it will be 
mandated. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Are your bylaws 50 percent or 25? 
The City is 25. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

No, on this bond issue, Mr. 
O’Connor, it is going to be a 50 percent 


MBE/WBE and local participation, and 
local participation. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

So, you are including all that 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Absolutely. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I think that’s Mr. Cusick’s concern, 
local people can deal on it Is that — 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

They will be. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Absolutely. 

The Chair: 

The Water and Sewer Authority is 
an independent body, once we take this 
vote it is really up to that body to decide 
what they’re doing. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

But it is a public vote so we would 

want — 

The Chair: 

Absolutely. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

With all due respect to Mr. 
Ricciardi — 

The Chair: 




Things have changed after votes 
have been taken. So, let’s clarify thaL 

The bills are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 6 NOES 1 

(MR. O’CONNOR VOTING NO) 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1867 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for April 5, 1995, 
transmitting two resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1628 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning, by creating a Stormwater 
Management Regulatory District to be 


identified as the Monongahela River 
Stormwater Management District under 
Chapter 986 “Environmentally Sensitive 
Land Regulations” in accordance with 
watershed management plans adopted by 
the County of Allegheny and approved by 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Resources as required by 
the Pennsylvania Stormwater Management 
Act (Act 167 of 1978) and secondly by 
defining boundaries for that 18.53 square 
mile portion of the Monongahela River 
Stormwater Management District that is 
located with 14 wards of the City of 
Pittsburgh identified as wards numbered 1 
through 5,7,14 through 19,29 and 31.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1828 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
Renewing Resolution 672 of 1994, 
authorizing the Pennsylvania Department 
of Military Affairs to construct a five-story 
skilled nursing domiciliary care facility 
known as the Southwestern Veterans 
Center at 7060 Highland Drive, with 
parking to accommodate 180 automobiles, 
on property zoned "I-M" 
Institutional-Medical District, 12th Ward.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 




their names are called; all opposed will 

vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


Also, 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciaidi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finall y. 


BiH No. 1782 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and 
Primary Care Health Services, Inc., for the 
sale of Block 174-N, Lots 203 and 208 in 
the 13th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh for 
$1.00 plus costs - Industrial Land Reserve 
Fund (green space).” 

Which was read. 


The Chain 


MR. HERTZBERG FOR MS. 

McDonald presented 
Bin No. 1868 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for April 5, 1995, transmitting two 
resolutions to Council. 


You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, die bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills wfil vote “aye” when 
their names are caUed; all opposed wiU 
vote “no”. The Clerk wiU caU the roU. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
BiU No. 1781 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the URA to acquire all of the 
City’s right, title, and interest, if any, in 
and to the publicly-owned property in the 
13th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh being 
designated as Block & Lot Nos. 174-N- 
203 and 174-N-208, under the Residential 
Land Reserve Fund.” 

Which was read. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 




The Chain 

Councilman Cohen, Committee on 
Public Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. President. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

The Chain 

Ayes: 

Thank you, Mr. Cohen. I believe 
we have a number of amendments to 
address. 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. O’Connor 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

AYES 5 NOES 2 

BUI No. 1869 

VOTING NO: 

Report of the Committee on Public Safety 
Services for April 5, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1669 

Bfil No. 1670 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Title 

Six, Conduct, Article I, Regulated Rights 
and Actions, by adding Chapter 602, 
Solicitation.”—(SPONSORED BY Mr! 
ONORATO)—(AS AMENDED) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the Director of 
City Planning and the Chief of the Bureau 
of Building Inspection to develop 
reasonable regulations regarding the 
number of panhandlers permitted on the 
sidewalks and streets at any given time of 
the day, and providing for the distribution 
of information cards, vouchers and tokens 
for homeless people ”—(SPONSORED 
BY MR ONORATO)—(AS AMENDED) 

Which was read 


Bill No. 1809 




A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

providing for an agreement or agreements 
with the Pittsburgh Mediation Center for 
professional services at a cost not to 
exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($ 20 , 000 )” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Onoialo. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, first I would like to 
deal with the amendment ^ then I will talk 
about the bill. 

On Bill 1669, I have in the 
amendment package — I am going to 
amend by substitution. You have the bill 
there with the amendments, and if you 
look—just so 1 can explain before we vote 
— under 602.01, Item D, we’re adding in 
the words “there is a need to protect the 
public from intimidation and imminent 
danger”. This amendment is pursuant to 
the Solicitor’s opinion, recommending that 
we add this. 

On Page 2, under Section 602.03, 
Item D is removed, dealing with private 
property. Once again, this is being 
removed at the request and pursuant to the 
Solicitor's opinion. She points out, and I 
agree, that the private property laws 
already permit the private owner to take 
actions that we can’t take on the public 
properties. 


These two particular amendments I 

would like to address before we address 
Councilman O’Connor’s. So, I make a 
motion to amend by substitution. 

The Chain 

On those two specific points? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. 

The Chain 

There’s a motion on the floor to 
amend. Is there a second? 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Second for discussion on these 
amendments? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, just the amendments. 

The Chain 

I believe all colleagues have been 
in receipt of a legal memo from the 
Solicitor. Roll call vote on the 
amendments. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 




Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Preset) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the 


Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, referring to the 
Solicitor’s opinion, we requested this and 
it was in our office on Monday, I thank her 
for having it up here on time — 

The Chair: 

Are you speaking on the bill now? 
Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, on the bill. 

The Chain 

Then I suggest procedurally we 
take other amendments, resolve them 
then speak on the bill. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Then I will refer to the Solicitor’s 
opinion to address Councilman 
O’Connor’s amendment. 

The Chain 

Mr. O’Connor, are you offering an 
amendment at this time. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Yes, I would like to amend Bill 
1669 to say, “It shall be unlawful to solicit 
money or other things of value within —” 
and I’ve changed it to 


five feet of an entry way of a privately 
or publicly-owned building.” Building is 
defined in the City Code, which means a 
structure having a root supported by 
columns or walls for the housing or 
persons — so, this not only deals with a 
business, but your own home, apartment, 
office complex, almost everything in the 
City. I feel there should be no solicitation 
within - the Solicitor thought 10 feet was 
unconstitutional, I am moving it to five 
feet, which is from here, less than to Mr. 
Hertzberg. I think it intimidates — 


The Chain 

I think you’re going in the wrong 
direction. Are you saying 15 feet or five 
feet? 

Mr. O’Connon 

No, five feet I’m sorry. Within 
five feet of an entrance way. If this is a 
doorway to a building, resident’s home, 
apartment, I feel we should have at least a 
five foot buffer, that no one should 
panhandle or ask for money, solicit, within 
five feet of that doorway, which I think 
whether - the Civil Liberties I’m sure 
would not be for that but I think it is 
protecting not only business owners but 
people who work in small businesses. It’s 
very intimidating Downtown, it’s very 
intimidating in peoples’ homes. I think we 
should have at least freedom of moving in 
and out of our place of choice, whether it 
be a resident or a business. 

Mr. Onorato: 



Discussion on the amendment 

The Chain 

We need a second to Mr. 
O’Connor’s amendment Is there a second 
to the amendment? 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

There’s a second for purposes of 
discussion at tins time. Mr. Onoiato. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, on the amendment I mean I 
would love to say that I could support this, 
and 1 wish we could do it And, let me 
explain from the Solicitor’s opinion first 
and from the research. Councilman 
O’Connor, what he is trying to do, I wish 
we could have a total ban on this, but 
obviously you’re not allowed, the 
Supreme Court has ruled that panhandling 
is constitutionally right under Free Speech, 
First Amendment My bill specifically 
was dealing with action, which is time, 
place, manner, and you’re allowed to 
regulate under those particular criterias, 
and we’re dealing with aggressive 
panhandling. Under this amendment 
we’re actually talking about a mini ban, 
five feet out from the property line. And, 
the Solicitor addresses, on Page 4, the first 
paragraph, about five, six sentences down, 
“In the event that the 10 feet from an entry 
way is in a public area as defined in 
Section 602.02, then it is within the scope 
of the Ordinance already.” Her point, 
what she is saying, regardless if it is 10 
feet, five feet, three feet, if it is aggressive 


panhandling, even if it is within one feet of 

the building, this ordinance covers it 

Now, What Counc ilman 

O’Connor’s amendment is trying to do is 
to just not allow any of it wi thin five feet, 
and I don’t disagree with hin^ 
unfortunately it appears that it won’t 
withstand the court challenge because the 
court has already ruled on the banning 
issue, that you can’t ban, even if it’s 
within one feet So, the question of how 
far away really isn’t the issue, it’s the 
issue, are we regulating the type of 
conduct or are we regulating the type of 
speech, and 1 want to make sure — and I’m 
going to vote no against the amendment, 
only because I want to make sure this bill 
is solid when it gets challenged by the 
ACLU, because I want to go after 
aggressive panhandling, I want to stop it in 
the City of Pittsburgh. And, according to 
the Solicitor’s opinion, she feels my bill 
would stop an aggressive panhandler even 
within two inches of a building on a public 
sidewalk, if it’s aggressive, and I want to 
stick to that issue. 

And so, with all due respect to 
Councilman O’Connor, I will be voting no 
to the amendment because I’m afraid it 
might open up a window to challenge the 
entire bill. That’s why I’m voting no. 

The Chain 

Mr. O’Connor, do you want to 
respond? 

Mr. O’Connon 

Yes. How about on a MAC 
Machine, where are we at? 

Mr. Onorato: 





Do you know what year that court 
ruling was? 



That’s still in there. That’s left 


the bill. And, the court has ruled, 
according to the MAC Machine, the feet 
that it is a captive audience that has to use 
this machine in this area, you can put an 
exclusion around there. And, it is in the 
bill, we are not allowing people to solicit 
around MAC Machines, based on court 
opinions. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

No panhandling at all? 


Mr. Onorato: 

Right That’s in the bill. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

So, the next challenge will be to 
get them out of the front door of my 
business so that I can stay in business? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Actually the challenge of 
pa nh a n d ling in front of a business has 
been brought in front of the court and the 
court ruled that peaceful begging, 
panhandling is allowed, but the issue of 
aggressive you can address in an 
ordinance. If they are inside the door, that 
goes with the private property issue, and 
under Private Property Law you have a 
right to get them out of the opening of the 
door inside. But, outside on the sidewalk 
comes under this ordinance and deals with 
aggressive action, not panhandling action, 
aggressive panhandling action. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Let’s see. Page 2, you’ll see all the 
different Supreme Court cases. Court of 
Appeal cases, U.S. Court of Appeal cases, 
and Federal cases. They are from, let’s 
see, one, 1980, 1984, 1990, 1992. So, 
relatively recent cases have addressed the 
issue of what’s peaceful begging, what’s 
aggressive begging and what’s allowed. 
So, it is relatively recent, like last three 
years. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

To be honest with you, I don’t 
want to interfere with your bill because I 
support it, but I think it is time we start 
chal lenging , this is the 90’s, 95, and I 
t h i nk the mood of the country has changed 
a lot to protect the innocent and not to 
protect the troubl emaker s 

Again, I will ask for a vote. I 
would like to take this to the Supreme 
Court, keep these people out of the 
doorways of private homes and private 
businesses that people work hard and try 
to keep their job. I don’t know if I have 
support on it but I would like to just vote 
on it, if we could. Again, I don’t want to 
interfere with your legislation. In feet. I’ll 
tell you what, I will hold it to respect your 
legislation, to a later time — 

Mr. Onorato: 

I thank you. 


Mr. O’Connor: 


Mr. O’Connor: 


— but I think something should be 

looked at. I’m sure other cities are, where 
there’s a growing problem. 

The Chain 

I hesitate to help you out on a legal 
matt er but, does your bill contain a 
Severability Clause — 

Mr. Onorato: 

No, and I don’t want the 
Severability Clause, for this reason, Mr. 
President, because I’m afraid that even 
though that language is in there the court 
could throw the entire bill out based on 
one clause. I don’t have full faith in the 
Severability Clauses. I know that 
technically it says if one part is ruled 
unconstitutional, the other part remains in 
effect I have seen in the past where entire 
bills have been thrown out to be redrafted. 
I would like to try to do it right the first 
time. And, based on die case history that 
is out there, it appears that we’re on target 
And, let me just read the summary of the 
opinion: “In light of the history of laws 
and ordinances which have attempted to 
regulate the activity of panhandling and/or 
begging, the proposed ordinance appears 
to follow the best examples of the most 
recent line of cases, with a few changes 
mention and that’s our amendments **- 
the ordinance should withstand a 
constitutional challenge.” And, I think 
that this will be challenged by the ACLU. 
This is a bill we want to fight as it goes up. 
I think it is a reasonable balance. It is 
addressing aggressive panhandling, not 
panhandling in general, but it is time we 
send a signal to the business community 
and other people that invest their money in 
this town and provide us with a service, 
that we do understand their needs and we 


understand the needs of an individual’s 

right to beg, however, there’s going to be 
rules and regulations of how to do it. 
Thank you, Mr. President 

The Chair: 

Mr. O’Connor, do you have a final 
comment before we vote on the proposed 
amendment? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes. I will remove it I will 
remove my amendment I will be 
supporting this legislation, I — 

The Chair: 

Are you withdrawing your 
amendment that’s on the floor? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, I would like to withdraw my 
amendment 

The Chain 

Mr. Ricciardi, are you withdrawing 
your second? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Second. 

The Chain 

Now we are on the bill. Mr. 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

On the bill. I will be supporting 
this, and I think it is a step in die right 
direction, but also I would like this to be a 




challenge to some of the social 
organizations we have out there, that why 
can’t they go out and do a little more for 
those who need it, and that way we should 
be able to remove this problem and really 
help those who need the help. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I know you withdrew this bill. 
Bob, but I did want to make a comment, I 
didn’t get a chance to, and that’s the 
danger of that bill. I think it goes a little 
further than what you intended because — 

The Chair: 

You mean his amendment. His 
amendment 
Mr. Hertzberg: 

Yes, his amendment would have 
prohibited any organization. If United 
Way was doing a door to door campaig n 
they couldn’t do it in the City of 
Pittsburgh, and that’s the reason for Mr. 
Onorato’s comments as well I think 

On the bill itself. I abstained in the 
preliminary vote on this. I awaited the 
Solicitor’s opinion on it and I have 
reviewed it carefully. I have also had 
discussions with some advocates for the 
homeless. I have received correspondence 
from the American Civil Liberties Union 
on this. I am going to be voting — I have 
made a decision to vote in favor of this 
bill. It has been a very difficult decision to 
make, because I think there are excellent 
arguments on both sides of the issue. And, 
the last thing I want this vote to be seen as 


is any kind of vote to hurt homeless 
people. The bill never mentions that in it 
It is not my intention that homeless people 

be disc riminated againct 

And, that is the first argument that 
is raised against almost every single 
amendment that we ever make to our City 
Code when it involves conduct, is that the 
people that enforce the laws are going to 
abuse them. If that is the case then we 
shouldn’t enact any kind of laws to 
regulate conduct Because if someone that 
is in charge with enforcing them is going 
to abuse them they are going to abuse 
every single law in the books. So, we 
have to give our trust to the people that 
enforce these laws or else there’s no point 
in even going at them, and I feel that our 
enforcement community is fully capability 
of enforcing this law. 

One of the issues raised by the 
American Civil Liberties Union is that this 
is a content-based distinction. I think that 
is inaccurate and I am hopeful that any 
judge that reviews this bill will agree. The 
restriction here is not a restriction of 
speech, it is a restriction of conduct 
That’s the whole point of this. It uses the 
word “aggressive”, it defines the word 
aggressive in a number of manners but to 
summarize, it is some conduct that is 
going to make a person reasonably believe 
that they reasonably put them in some kin d 
of fear. And, that’s conduct, that’s not 
speech. 

Also, in the penalty I think we 
have actually taken a step here to ease the 
penalty on this kind of conduct. Currently 
the laws that stand for harassment or 
disorderly conduct contains a fine 
provision in addition to the imprisonment 
provision. We passed this law in the City 



of Pittsburgh there no longer is authority 

to fine a person for aggressive 
panhandling, they could only receive 
public service or imprisonment 

Probably the biggest reason I am 
going to be voting aye for this though I 
think is for the business community, it 
came out in force and is in need in this 
City of some help. And, 1 want to send 
them a message that we’re on their side, 
we’re on file side of everybody, we’re on 
the side of Constitutional Rights as well, 
but 1 want the businesses in file City of 
Pittsburgh to know that we’re going to do 
what we can within the laws and wi thin 
the laws of the Constitution to help them. 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. Other 
discussion? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I would 
like my comments brought forward from 
last week. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
Mr. Cohen: 

Just to summarize very briefly, I 
want to commend Councilman Onorato for 
working very hard on this bill — these two 
bills, remember there are two bills, the 
other one involving the vouchers, which I 
think is a very commendable bill and I can 
support. 

As I said last week, I will not be 
able to support Bill 1669, not because I 
disagree with Councilman Onorato, in 


feet, I agree with him very strongly that 
aggressive panhandling should be 
prohibited and he has worked very hard to 
craft a bill that would do that^ would 
prohibit aggressive panhandling. I just 
disagree with him on one aspect and that is 
that I do believe that State Law already 
makes aggressive panhandling illegal. So, 
for that reason I will be voting against 
1669. 

But, I will be voting in favor of his 
other bill, which involves vouchers, and I 
hope that program really gets off the 
ground because I think that is a very 
positive program. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 
Notwithstanding a final vote on this bill, 
the actual bill regarding the panhandling 
provision. Bill 1669, it goes back to Mr. 
O’Connor’s earlier point, there is still a lot 
that we need to do in terms of just the 
system and its Mures in terms of the large 
sums of money that public dollars are 
allocated to and/or foundation dollars to 
social welfare agencies. I think they need 
to grapple with the issue in more creative 
ways than they have in the past I think 
this Council, regardless of the passage of 
this bill today - because I don’t think we 
are going to resolve much, we may have a 
legal fight, it may be that we win in terms 
of maybe it will be constitutionally upheld 
as appropriate, but in the meantime we’re 
going to go on for several years during this 
legal battle that may ensue and still have 
the problem. I don’t know that we’re 
actually going to resolve from an advocacy 
point of view the problem. 

So, I would hope that we are 
committed also to continue to work on this 






problem on the other side of the coin, and 
that is trying to interact with these 
individuals, many of whom, aside from 
those who are legitimately out hustling for 
a drug or alcohol addiction or benefit, that 
there are individuals who have serious 
problems, and I think we need to continue 
to work at the creation of bridge housing 
opportunities and deal with the holistic 
approach to these individuals. That in 
itself is not necessarily going to resolve 
the so called aggressive panhandler, it may 
be that this bill is a vehicle or a tool to do 
that, that remains to be seen. 

I still think there needs to be some 
education outreach to the employees, 
especially, as well as students, because I 
think we have indicated through a public 
hearing that a lot of the so called 
pa n ha n dl in g activity happens in the 
Downtown corridor and various parts of 
the business district in Oakland, Walnut 
Street and parts of the Murray Avenue 
shopping district in Squirrel Hill. So, it is 
a localized problem, it is not something 
that is really in every single 88 
neighborhood and every single little 
business district. That’s just not the case, 
and I think we need to create some other 
public awareness education advocacy 
things to suade individuals from 
contributing. That is why I supported the 
bill on tokens in terms of having a way for 
an individual who is really feeling guilty 
or they actually sincerely want to help 
somebody, I like the idea of the token, I 
think that could be expanded even more so 
than an agency that is listed on the one 
card he’s showing. 


I want to thank Mr. Onorato for a 
lot of hard work that went into this, and I 
know what he had to do but I think I am 
going to have to do a lot of the same in 
amending my bill on curfew to makp sure 
that we protect the Constitutional Rights 
of the residents but that we also have a job 
to make sure that our streets are safe, and I 
think that his legislation continues to move 
us in the right direction. 


The Chain 

Any other discussion? 
Councilman Onorato, do you have any 
closing co mment^ 

Mr. Onorato: 

No. 

The Chain 

Roll call vote on the bills. The 
bills are now ready for final action. All in 
favor of the passage of the bills will vote 
“aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ferlo 


With that, are there any other 
discussions on the bill? Councilman 
Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 


Mr. O’Connor (Pies’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 




MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

The Chain 

Other issues or discussions under 
Motions and Resolutions? Coun cilman 
Cusick. 


Mr. Cusick 

Thank you, Mr. President I just 
wanted to make — again to allow people to 
know tonight there will be a public hearing 
held out in the community at Perry 
Traditional Academy in regards to the 
issue of curfew. It will be at 7 o’clock, 
and that’s Perry Traditional Academy. 
Reizenstein Middle School, at 7 o’clock 
on April 17. Greenway Middle School at 
7 o’clock on April 18. I would like to ask 
that we try to get as many people to these 
hearings and ask the residents to 
participate. This is a unique situation 
where the public hearings have been taken 
into the communities. I hope that people 
would take the opportunity to speak to us 
in their neighborhoods, and I thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. If any 
individual resident wants to speak at the 
public hearing this evening on the curfew 
bill at Peny or the other public hearings, if 
you could please call the City Clerk at 
255-2138 to register. 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

If someone hasn’t signed up, please 
still come to the public hearing, I’m sure 


that we’ll see tit that they get an 

opportunity to speak. 

The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connon 

I just wanted to make sure my 
comments are brought forward on 1823 
and 24. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
Mr. O’Connon 

And, one 30 second thought, I 
probably could have got your vote had I 
thought about this earlier, if we had to 
raise S100.00 in this City and we raised — 

The Chain 

Are you back on the Water and 
Sewer or back on the - 

Mr. O’Connon 

No, back on the water. If we had 
to raise $100.00- 

The Chain 

I thought you were panhandling for 
a hundred bucks. 

Mr. O’Connon 

— so we went out to get $100.00, if 
we raise the water rates $100.00, 30 and 
40 percent of the water payers are 




hospitals, universities, institutions, that 
pay no taxes, so the residents would only 
have to pay about $60.00, Downtown and 
the big offices, 40. If we go out on a tax, 
whatever, and we had to raise $100.00, the 
poor residents of this City would have to 
pay the whole hundred percent I wish I 
had thought of the university, I might have 
got your support on it 

The Chain 

In the City Budget, we have 20 
revenue sources that do not come off the 
backs of the City residents or property 
owners or pay the Wage Tax. But, I don’t 
know if we want to strike up this debate 
again, but I do respect your observation. 

Excuse me. Let’s just have a little 
bit of point of order. I am go ing to call on 
you, Mr. Cohen, but we do need a motion 
to excuse the absent Member and approve 
previous Minutes. Is there a motion on 
that? 

MR. RICCIARDI moved to excuse Ms. 
McDonald from absence from the meeting. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. RICCIARDI moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, April 4,1995. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Now, Councilman Cohen. Let’s 
please remain patient for just a few more 
minutes, please. Councilman Cohen. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Earlier this morning there was a 
Conrad train accident, luckily nobody got 
hurt but at the same time it did affect 
traffic on the busway, on the East Busway. 
This is just from news reports. Obviously 
this is a serious matter for the public safety 
of the City, especially given that we have 
had Conrail train wrecks in the past, some 
of which have been harmful to residents of 
our communities; of course, the 
Bloomfield train wreck comes into mind 

What I would like to ask is that we 
get reports from Conrail and from Public 
Safety of the City on exactly what 
happened, why that train accident 
occurred, what the affect of traffic was «nH 
what can be done to make sure that it 
doesn’t happen ag ain in the future. 

So, I would move that we send a 
letter to Conrail and to the Chiefs of Fire, 
of Paramedic and Police to give us a report 
on that accident and how it can be avoided 
in the future. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
WHICH MOTION prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Great Very good. 

Any other co mment* or 
discussion? Counc ilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President, and 
colleagues. I will be very brief. I would 
just like to give a brief summary on how 




our collection of past delinquent* are 

going in the Water Department. 

Thus far we have collected 32 
million dollars since the termination 
notices have been sent out in January. 
That's 32 million dollars. Plus we have 
another 844 individual households that 
have signed up for the payment plans. 
That means within the next year we will 
get 1.76 million just from those 844 
people. Also keep in mind that the people 
now that have paid up realize that if they 
miss their payment on their second bill 
that they will receive a termination notice. 
So, not only have we collected nearly 32 
million dollars with a commitment of 
another 1.7, but we are telling these people 
that you have to pay in the future. So, our 
delinquents are going to decrease and the 
revenues should also increase. We had 
targeted 1500 to be shut off in the first two 
weeks, of that 312 have been shut off. The 
reason we did not shut off this week there 
has been so much movement and activity 
by the rate paver that we had to slow down 
to let everyone have a chance to pay up or 
get on a payment program. 

Let me also say that the second 
round of shutoffs will, once again, begin 
this Monday, April 17th, and we have 
scheduled 500 to be shut off next week. 
These are 500 people we have not yet 
heard from. 

So, I think it is going to be a 
successful program, and again, it is not an 
April Fool’s joke. We are very happy with 
the commitment of nearly six million 
dollars, but we’re going to shut off this 
Monday, April 17th, 500 private 

residences and it should be done within 
five days. 


The Chain 

We asked — I asked, at least, for a 
listing, a computer printout of the 
delinquents. I don’t know if we received it 
yet but we would like a copy of that 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

We can get that to you, Mr. Ferlo. 
Obviously it’s very bulky and we mi ght 
just want to make it available for someone 
to come look at We’re talking about tens 
of thousands of pages. 

The Chain 

I know that 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

But, Til have it set up in a special 
room where anyone could go down there 
and look at it 

The Chain 

Very good. Thank you. Any other 
discussion? Motion to adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 

Council adjourned. 





(BEGINNING - OCUBUL'S OCM-ENIS CN BTTIfi NO. 1814, 1815, 1823 
AND 1824, M3NDRT, APRIL 10, 1995) 

De Chair: 


All four bills are can the table. I'd like to have the 
Administration open up with a p re sent ation and then will go 
around the table for any discussion. 

We will talk about the operating correc ti ons and then move 
in the Water and Sewer Authority. We will vote individually on 
the bills. Before we have any discussion can I have a notion to 
amend by substitution. We have substituted bills regarding the 
two b u dge t co rr ec t io n mem o s . 

Mr. Berio: 

I don't think they are substitutes, I think they are 
f urth er c or rec t ions. Motion to to ap p r o ve the anendments, the 
correction memos. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Second. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Now they are all on the table and the amendments are in 
front of you wrapped with the yellow tag. If we can start then, 
let's talk about the budget adjustment mmng first. 

Mr. Berio: 

Can first get a clarification as to what these 
correction mates are and then vote on them and then have a 
discussion on the actual anendpd bill? 

Mr. Rullo: 

Item One is a correction of a typogr ap hical wrn r that 
appeared in the corre c t ions memo; Item 15 in the non-salaried 
section of the c or rec t ions mem o . 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Is Item One c or rec ti ng Bill No. 1814 or 1815? 
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Hr. Rullo: 


I'm not certain which hill. It should read Code Account 8 
instead of Code A c c oun t 48. 

Mr. Petto: 

That's 1814. 


Mr. Rullo: 


Itan 2 in the amendnents for today, the budget correction 
nano does rot address item by item, pay increases proposed far 
July 1, 1995. 

The Chair: 


And that's Bill No. 1815. 


Mr. Rullo: 


Yes. We have attached in the a m en dme nt s for today the 
increases in the aggregate by payroll code account reflecting 
the chan g es between 1994 and 1995. 

Mr. Berio: 

That includes the collective bargaining percentages. 

Mr. Rullo: 

Yes. 

The Chair: 

And Item 3 is also Bill No. 1815. 

Mr. Rullo: 

Correct. Item 3 is since there really wuld be two salary 
and wage rate schedules in effect in 1995, one prior to July 1st 
and one after July 1st, we will need to include twD wage and 
salary schedules. 

The Chair: 

Motion to appr o ve the a m en dments? All in favor? Opposed? 
The ayes have it. The bills are amended and we're talking about 
the two bills now regarding the budget adjustment. 







Mr. Miranda: 


Overall the budget c or r ec t ion memo gives us an op portu nity 
to make changes in mistakes and sene of the things that te may 
have left out in a pre t ty s tr e ss f u l budget pr oce s s near the end 
of the year. I'd like to start by saying that the tadget isn't 
balanced. We have not added any ex p end i t ures or added major 
revenues at this point from the original budget that was 
submitted. There are major changes that would like to 
explain. One is that we've included a $3.3 million item on 
nunicipal obligation for non city water agencies and I believe 
ttat stems from Councilman Ricciardi's amendment to have the 
City continue paying that and so w have to add that to the 
b ud ge t and that happened to some extent after the original 
budget. 

The se c on d item is Act 77 Tax Relief and Capital 
Development Fund Transfer. We budgeted $6.1 million original ly 
in the operating budget far 1595. The $6.1 million is no longer 
nee d e d in the b u dge t hreause the debt service payment will be 
paid out of a bond indenture directly and will not go through 
the City of Pittsburgh at this point. The state directly pays 
it into the trustee and then the debt s er vi ce is subtracted out. 
So there's no reason to b u dge t for it and con se quently there is 
no code a c co unt that's going to be used to pay anything out of 
that. 


The third issue is city pension plans far miniimm municipal 
obligations. We over stated those. We had a feeling we would 
need to transfer than be c a u se our final mutters had not couple 
in fran the actuaries and we're requesting — 

The Chair: 

— excuse me, what are you reading fran? 


Mr. Miranda: 

I'm reading fran ny co v er letter to City Council of April 
3, 1995. 

The Chair: 

They were distributed to everybody's office so the clerk is 
going to make more copies. 


Mr. Miranda: 

The third itan is to transfer seme authorization out of 
pension code accounts. I want to be clear about that. What 
that does not do is, it doesn't reduce a iybod y 's pension 
benefits. It keeps us within the scenario of being fully funded 



Mr. Merczoerg: 


I have no other questions an that item although I have sane 
on the other ones. 

Hie adjustments related to the Pennsylvania American Water 
Company reimbursement. It looks like a wash kind of thing where 
we are paying exit and getting it back in fron the Water 
Authority, why was that emitted? 

Mr. Miranda: 

Councilman Ricciardi trould be the best person to speak an 

that. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you Mr. Ber tzber g. teybe the r ecord should be clear 
on the Non-Salary Section, Item 15, Page 3 and the Revenue 
Section, Item 2 and 3 c on c ernin g the non-departinentals. 

Muni c ipal Obligation for non-city water agency. Maybe just same 
history and background and Councilman Ferlo also knows it very 
well but several of our neighborhoods south and southwest here 
in the City of Pittsburgh do not have water from the Pittsburgh, 
Pit tsb u r gh Hater and Setsr Authority Hater, instead they have 
the Pennsylvania American Water Ganpany which is fifty cents of 
a rate per 1,000 gallons. Throughout history this body, each 
mem be r of this body s upport ed subsidizing those taxpayers south 
and southrest of the City of Pittsburgh in order so they would 
be paying the same rate. It's a good policy in terms of 
fairness but it's also a good policy in t P T ms, of orntw n io 
development because as we know many businesses both r m n* n r ial 
and others use water here in the City of Pittsburgh. What 
hap pene d Mr. Hertzberg during the changeover of the Authority 
being of an operating authority, obviously everything was on the 
table at that time and this subsidy of $3.3 million is a big 
number so that also was on the table. At this point under your 
leadership and Mr. Cusick who obviously was looking out far the 
best interests of your neig h bo rh ood s and this body as a whole 
de c i d ed that it should not be on the table. That the subsidy in 
effect should continue and should be by the Pittsburgh 
Water and Sev^r Authority so in effect when we were at that time 
doing the changeover it was in there having the Pittsburgh Water 
and Serer Authority the ability to wipe it out. At that tine 
Mr. Ferlo also brought it up we made sure that it would need to 
cane before this body. So what in effect happened though since 
everything was an the table it was reflected that it was wiped 
out so we have to make sure the record clearly reflects that. 

But I vould like to make it clear that this body, each and every 
t nH i Jv-r of this body has supported — we will i it a i ii p cc 
policy — that those people that do have Pennsylvania American 
Water Co np a n y be subsidized far the aHrH-t-jn naj payment, it's 
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Mr. Hertzberg: 


I u nd er s ta nd what it is I lave no problem with it but I 
don't see it in writing to farm part of the legislation that 
v^'re voting on. 

Mr. Ferlo: 


There's an attachment to the April 3rd memo fran the 
Artorini strati on. 

The Chair: 

While are getting copies do you want to start Director? 
Mr. Hemnigan: 

This is in response to your request earlier in the year 
that follcxwip on your proposa l to pr o vi de the non-union 
enployees who retire at age 60 with medical benefit coverage. 

The first point that I would like to wake is that I think 
we all need to be aware that the City tes nego tiated seven of 
nine union contracts within the past year and none of the unions 
other than the two that are currently provided with retiree 
health coverage received retiree health coverage and I think 
it's i mport ant far us to have this discussion in that context. 
Specifically should Council decide that same retiree benefit 
would be appropriate far non-union enplqjees, what we are 
xeccnmending is that only those employees, non-union employees 
who are at least 60 years old and have at least 20 years service 
be provided with the benefit. As you know, the i*hrn- management 
health group met over ten mo n ths, 22 mgert-ingg and we are in the 
process of instituting a new health care pmg i am for mos t of our 
employees. The new health care program will two HMD's 

and a Point of Service fran Blue Cross and and what we're 
suggesting is that for those employees who are at least 60 with 
at least 20 years of service, they would be pro v i ded the lowest 
cost managed care program that the City will be offering. And 
the City's cantrlixition vrould be based on the age of the 
retiree. For those retirees that are at least 60, we would pay 
80 percent of the lorest cost nanaged care program. For those 
employees that are at least 61 years of age we would pay 90 
percent, and far those onplayees that are 62 years of age we 
would pay 100 percent of the retiree co ve r a ge. There's also a 
corresponding ratio that we would pay for the spousal coverage 
and for those that are 60 it would be 40 perce nt ; those that are 
61 it vrould be 45 percent and those that are 62 it would be 50 
percent. 



The Chair: 


Director, looking at Bill Mo. 1814 where this is __ 
a part of I don't see it actually in the hil l hit I see it in 
-ranTinano. Ate we proposing this verbally today? Maybe I 
should ask Mr. Miranda becausel don't see under tte 

u nless I'm missing it, under Bill no. ioi4. 


Mr. Miranda: 

We would like it. to be included in the appropriate vehicle 
whether it's other authorization in this case. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

X would netke a mot ion to a mend to add this other 
authorization language to include the — 


Mr. Ferlo: 

— it's presently in the bills that are on the table today. 
It's presently part of the correction package that has been sent 
over. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

The g ppgjfig language isn't, that is the problem. There 
are referents to it and it's not there and I want to be sure 
we're extra clear and when I look back over the history of this 
it's anything but clear. I really think 1*2 have to make sure 
it's written, it's in the re c ords and there's confusion over it 
in the future. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Second to clarify. 

The Chair: 

All in f av or ? Opposed? The ayes have it. New on the 
wording that was in the memo is part of Bil l No. 1814. 

Other discussion on this particular issue? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Is it in one of our changes where are shewing increases, 
decreases, expenditures, et. cetera? Is it reflected within 
here is an increase or a decrease? 
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Hr. Miranda: 

Again the budget was submitted to City Council and 
introduced by the Mayor b ef ore a decision was made to issue a 
tax and r e v en u e anticipation note. And Hr. Hsnnigan and I cane 
to you in ItenpnftRi at seme point to do that note so this is a 
(xji lection to that budget. He would have liked not to teve 
issued a tax and revenue anticipation note but we had no choice 
because we wouldn't have been able to meet our early payrolls in 
January. 


Hr. O' Connor : 

On No. 16 maybe Hr. Hsnnigan — is this a $2,300,000.00 
health and life insurance? Did we short the budget an health 
and life i n s u r an ce? 


Hr. Hsnnigan: 

This is in response to seme tran s fer s that were taken out 
of that code acco unt last year and then what we were doing was 
carrying over the authorization and continuing to pay the bills 
and when you look at the two-year cost of the health insurance 
program, ve had-transferred more money out of that code acco unt 
last year and did not put it back in and what this does it evens 
us up for the taro-year period 1994 and 1995. 

Hr. O'C on n or : 

CXrr life ins uran c e and health care costs did not go up $2.3 
million. 


Hr. Hsnnigan: 

Absolutely not. 

Hr. Hiranda: 

It's paying for the amount that we didn't pay last year. 
Hr. O'Co nn or: 


Wien will the new — I know you have sane new plans to save 
sane money and all that, Wien will vro show sane of the results 
fran that? 


Mr. Hsnnigan: 

The new health care program will begin on July 1st of this 
year and vro're going to start the open enrollment p rr rey s at the 
end of this month. 
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Mr- O'Cannar: 


Did we budg e t that savings? 

Mr. BMiigan: 

That is included in the figure and what we are projecting 
fear the year 1995 is somewhere in the area of $1 million to $1.5 
miii-inn reduction in cost off the 1994 n u m ber because it's only 
one-half year in 1995. 

Mr. O'C on nor: 

So in 1996 we will really see the fruits of your labor. 

Mr. Hennigan: 

$3 millio n reduction. 

Mr. O'Oo nn ar: 


Thank you. 


The Chair: 

Real quick D ire c to r, this entire iwm that I just read the 
expenses, revenues and all the changes is revenue neutral? 

Mr. Miranda: 


Yes. 


The Chair: 

On this particular bill Councilman Hertzberg's am e n e faent of 
the other authorization should have been here and will be here 
with the verbal amendment you made and if we could have that in 
writing by tanorrow. 

Mr. Hennigan: 


Sure. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 


On Page Tteo on here. Public Safety and Police, there are 
three items here and they all seem related to hor se s for the 
police. We budgeted something but not enough far that, is that 
where vre are? 
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Hr. Miranda: 


That's correct. Mr. Sirahplla and the Police Chief and the 
Mayor made sene derisions with respect to the use of h ear se s and 
we had not budgeted far ttet. 

Mr. Hertz be r g : 

What did we do purchase one horse or vre are going to be 
purchasing one horse? 


Mr. Miranda: 

I am not prep ared to speak on that. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. Sirabella, can I ask you a couple of questions about 
horses; are you prepared? 

There are three items in the budget changes and they all 
seem to relate to horses in the Public Safety Department and I 
was wondering, purchases of hor se s. How many horses are we 
going to be purchasing? 

Mr. Sirabella: 

I believe vre're negotiating with the County to get se vera l 
horses. The main cost of this is not necessarily the h o r s * * * 
but the training of the horses. The City has been working with 
the County to assist us. The County program of course has been 
in place for nary, many years and I think there's a total of ten 
horses that vre'll be purchasing and ttat is built in to Q f 
this miscellaneous se r vi ces. We have a purchase of horses at 
5,000$.00 and that certainly is not the cost far all tsi horses. 
However, there are seme donations in there but the training and 
all that follows will be given to us in kind from the County. 

Mr. Hertz be rg: 

We are planning to use mounted police both in the Downtown 
and in same of our parks, am I correct? 

Mr. Sirabella: 

Mounted police both in Downtown and in the paries, yes. we 
have recently pr om ot ed two individuals to sergeant who are 
assigned to the mounted police. 
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good policy but I really want to make it known that Coun c i lm an 
jjertzberg and Councilman Cusick have both lobbied me to make 
sure that their constituents are paying the same rate. 


Mr. Cusick: 

I'd like to in and again thank not only the board of 

the Pittsburgh Hater and Sewer Authority but the Executive 
Director for — I guess I look at it as taking a moral 
obligation in doing the right thing. I appreciate that the $3.3 
million will Hp ip the rate payers in the south of Pittsburgh is 
on the table today. 

me Chair: 


Other discussion on the bill? 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Dnp o th er topic and that is nan-deparonentals, judynents and 
interest on j u dgements. I see a reduction there and — 

The Chair: 

— do you want to give the lumber? 

Mr. Her tzber g: 

I tan No. 20, I'm surprised to see that in light of the tw 
verdicts that we had against us this year. 

Mr. Miranda: 

That acc ount is based on what we plan an a cash basis 
budget. It's based cn what vre plan an paying out in 1995 so I 
am not saying that judgments accounts won't need mare money in 
the future as these cases are finalized. We have gone to the 
law Department and asked than what is their belief an what will 
be paid out of that a ccount and this is the number we've cane up 
with. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I'll defer to you on this but you're aware of delay damages 
and ho* they wark and that they're based on the total of the 
verdict not the cap under the Municipal Tort Claims Act so I 
don't know if in the end end up ahead of the game by putting 
these things off very far with what runs an them with delay 
danages which is I believe two points over prime. 
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The Chair: 


Cn this particular issue or an the hill yet? 


hr. Cohen: 


I also was going to ask about the same issue. I don't 
understand how have a decrease in settlements for our 
lawsuits in light of the Jodzis case and other cases that have 
cane dwn. It seans to me that are having mor e money going 
out in settlement costs than less so although I heard your 
explanation I'm not sure I cmpletely agree with it. 

hr. Pullo: 

It is ny understanding that the Jodzis case will not be 
settled until 1596 that the City will be filing an appeal. 


hr. Cohen: 

ttiat's up to the Court, that's not up to the City you 
realize that. An appeal can cane down quickly or it can take a 
long time so I'm not sure I'd be so comfortable that's not going 
to happen but even if that didn't h a ppen we still have a lot of 
other settlements that this Council has voted for. I haven't 
added all the numbers up but it sure seans to me that it 
increases the amount of money that we have to victims 
rather than less. 

hr. Miranda: 

Our approach is essentially to go to the I^w DeparOnent and 
ask than given the things they are seeing coming down the 
pipeline what's a reasonable estimate so we're not really 
disagreeing with you but that is really our approach far 
bud^ting far this item. 


hr. Cohen: 

We will have an oppo rt unity to talk with Jacqueline h arrow 
about that ourselves and I'll do that, thank you. 

The Chair: 

Other discussion on Bill No. 1814 which is in front of us 
right now? 

hr. Ferlo: 

Procedurally are you asking for a vote now? 
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ISe Chair: 


No. I *n‘n ready the line itan and then all of the bills 
are on the and I will can far a roll call vote on each 

hm separately because I have a funny feeling that discussion 
an any one of these Hills can re fe r back to a previous bill that 
we're talking about wniess wants to call the vote now we 

can do that. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

I want to ask the C ontr oller's Office and our own budget 
staff to join the table and engage in same discussion about sene 
of the budget i sg»y*s that we are discussing here today. 

Die Chair: 


Let me read through the bills, get the details on the 
table. Any discussion on the details then we can talk about the 
overall policy in general. 

I will m o ve to pill No. 1815. All four bills are an the 
table. On Rill No. 1815 once again there's a co v er letter 
that's marked 1815 and behind the co v er letter are items. Itan 
No. 1, Mayor's Office, zero changes. 

Itan No. 2, Mayor's Office. Net change of a $528.00 
increase, title change and pay rate change. 

Itan No. 3, CIS. It's zero dollar amount change/drop title 
elimination. 

Itan No. 4, the Con tr oller's Office. A $25,000.00 
decrease. Die decrease was reclassified to Miscellaneous 
Services/ Profession. 

Itan No. 5, Department of Finance, $41,885.00 decrease. TO 
eliminate the vacant position. 

Itan No. 6, Department of Law. It's a $15,000.00 increase. 
Dus position is to assist in delinquent real estate tax 
treasury sale p roce s s. 

Itan No. 7, Department of Per sonn el. It's $4,632.00 
increase. To correc t pay rate change omitted from the budget. 

Itan No. 8, Department of City Planning. A $36,289.00 
increase. To reflect current staffing after the elimination of 
the "REPP" Trust Fund Residential Parking. 
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Itan No. 9, Department of City Planning. A $13,327.00 
increase. To reflect current staffing after the elimination of 
the “REPP" Trust FUrel. 

Itan No. 10, Department of City Planning. This is a 
$4,390.00 increase. To adjust for wage rate change for the 

Union i ' a u LmjL. 

Itan No. 11, Department of City Planning and Item No. 12, 
Department of City Planning. A $34,953.00 increase to reflect 
current staffing level. 

Item No. 13, Department of City Planning, zero dollar 
effect. To reflect pay step in-grade. 

Item No. 14, Dep artmen t of City Planning. A $520.00 
increase. To c orrect the step in-grade. 

Page Three, Itan No. 15, Department of EM5, zero dollar 
effect. Reinstating the EfE Minority Hiring Prog ram . These are 
trust fund positions. There is no inpart on the General Fund. 

Itan No. 16, Department of Police. A $494,145.00 increase. 
To implemen t Police Bureau restructuring plan. 

Itan No. 17, Department of Police. A $100,688.00 decrease. 
To inplanent Police Bureau r es truc t urin g plan. 

Itan No. 18, Department of Police. A $4,941.00 decrease. 
The rate of pay was mistakenly calculated. 

Itan No. 19, Police. A $940,000.00 increase. Adjustment to 
account for buyout of retiree's vacation and personal days. 

Itan No. 20, Dep ar tm ent of Police. A $578,000.00 increase. 
Adjustment to acco unt for staff level change. 

Pa^ Four, Itan No. 21, Department of Police. Zero effect, 
reflect current staffing levels. 

Itan No. 22, Police. A $53,371.00 decrease. To reflect 
c ur r ent staffing levels. 

Itan No. 23, Police. Zero effect. To reflect current 
staffing levels. 

Itan No. 24, Police. Zero effect. This job title was 
mistakenly excluded fran the budget. 

Itan No. 25, Department of Fire. A $98,306.00 ircrease. 

To reflect current staffing levels. 
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Item No. 26, Department of Fire. A $888,924.00 increase 
Tt> reflect staff levels. 

Item No. 27, of Fixe. A $88,718.00 decrease. 

Tb reflect **» iwn t L staffing levels. 

page Five, Itan No. 28, Department of Fite. $916,515.00 
dacxease. Ttese ch a nge s doe to an arbitration ruling 

rr yating yufj HttJp 1 ioiite rwnte in battalion C h i ef positions. 

Item No. 29, Department of Public Works. A $4,390.00 
increase. Tt> adjust for wage rate change for the union 
contrac t. 

Itan No. 30, Department of Parks and Recr eation. Zero 
effect, title change per Tahnr relations agreanent. 

Itan No. 31, Parks and Recreation. Zero dollar effect. Tb 
reflect title and rate changes. There is no inpact to the 
General f\and. 

Any discussion an any of the detailed bill. Bill No. 1815? 
Mr. Efedo: 

The only actual warm bod y addition, the part-time law clerk 
in Law relative to real estate — the neighborhood policy 
r m iTiina t r»r in the Mayor's Office is already an the payroll? 


Mr. Miranda: 

Yes. It was already an the payroll and it wasn't made 
solid, it was an an as needed and nobody new has been hired in 
that position. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

Residential sticker parking you are putting it back. 

Mr. Miranda: 

That's right. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

An I looking at this right? Are these all fcwdget mistakes? 
Mr. Miranda: 


Here's the thing. Whether it's a mistake or not is subject 
to ultimately each of you have to nake your own opinion. 

Budgets axe really assumptions about the future and we have low 
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certainty about how many retirees vrxild accept police 
retirenent. Each of those pe rson s to cash out pits a huge 
burden on the budget and that's what this is. We have the 
luxury given that sane of our costs in other areas came in lc*er 
such as the pension thing to move things ar o un d within the 
existing appr o pri ati on to try to fund this but I mild call it 
more of a revised estimate with lower u ncertainty because ve do 
3am how many police are retiring. 

Ur. O'Connor: 

How such of this was due to the delay by not retiring 
people in Octo ber and Novenber when they wanted to but it to 
January and February when you have to pay the full benefits and 
five vreeks vacations and all. Was it a $300,000 mistake? 


Hr. Miranda: 

Here's the thing. We would have ted to pay out their 
vacation pay no matter what but certainly you're right that when 
people waited until January they got additional money and I 
mild put that amount closer to under the $200,000.00 range. 

Mr. O'Conn or : - 

Sanebody go ofe d. I don't blame the officer far staying. 

I'd stay so I could get all these benefits too but are we 
prep ared not to do that in the future because we've ted for two 
years officer s asking us when can they retire and then all of a 
sudden don't retire then when we should in Noventer they wait 
two more months to get all these benefits. 

Mr. Miranda: 

We also have the police union cooperating with us on major 
initiatives such as health care and it was a matter of trying to 
push people out the door versus not doing that and that's what 
it came dcwn to and there are all other t y pe s of involved 

such as morale and so forth and it's a gray area and how much 
pushing you want to do. 

Mr. O'Connor: 


Are we on line now for the officers that are due to retire 
this year that vre'll give than a fair — after the six or eight 
months into this year that they should? 

Mr. Miranda: 

We don't anticipate a prcfolsn of this nagnitude. 
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Mr. O'Cannor: 


Are all these neuters we're talking about, are they neutral 
revenue? 


Mr. Miranda: 


That is correct. 

The Chair: 

Other rii craiggion on Bill No. 1815? 


Mr. Cohen: 


I would like someone fran the Administration to speak 
publicly an the issue of the increase in ccmnandexs. That is 
line Item 16 fran police and of course it could affect. 17 cm the 
police lieutenants. 


Mr. Miranda: 

That is a subject for Mr. Sirabella to discuss. 

Mr. Cohen: 

He was just here. 

Mr- Ferlo: 

Can we clarify sanething? The original agreement with the 
FOP an the retirement of the officers, I believe e v er y bod y was 
going to be out on the three-quarter pay. I thought it was at 
the end of 1995. 


Mr. Mirancte: 

It's the end of 1995. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

How many other officers who anticipate will take early 
reti r em ent , do you know? 

Mr. Miranda: 

I believe it's 72 officers. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Is the Admini stration continuing that agr eemen t? 
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Mr. Miranda; 

Mo. I don't believe by Iaw we are allowed to continue the 
ag r eane n t past 1995. 


Mr. Ferlo: 


That wasn't armathing that you continued to bargain in this 
most re ce nt discussion. 


Hr. Miranda: 


No. 


The Chair: 


Mr. SirahfiI3fl will be caning and vre can move cn because all 
four bills are going to ranain on the table. Other questions? 

Mr. Cohen: 

That is the major one ttet 1 wanted to know about and 
don't have to have discussion now but before the vote if vre 
could Mr. Pair. 

The Chair: 

Any other discussion on Bill No. 1815? 

Well move then to the Water and Sewer Authority bills . 
Procedurally I will leave both of these bills on the table so we 
can talk about the budget in general. 

Mr. Miranda, if you want to have sa neone open up and do an 
explanation of the Water and Sever Authority bills then we will 
open up for discussion. 


Mr. Cannon: 

Basically what you have in terms of legislation is an 
aut h o r ization one to enter into a capital lease with the 
Pittsburgh Hater and Sewer Authority and Tfco, to a m en d a 
cooperation agreanent which you approved *in January and those 
vere in the package that the City Solicitor sent up to you on 
Friday and the cooperation agreanent is lined so you can see 
what the changes are between what you approved in January and 
what we axe asking you to app ro v e now. 

Essentially there vere tvro pa y me nt s in the old cooperation 
agreement that came from the authority to the City. One was a 
revenue stream for paying off general obligation debt that the 
City inc ur red prior to the creation of the authority and the 
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other is called an additional payment which is a lease payment 
that the Authority pays the City far the privilege of caperating 
the system. 


What we have proposed jointly the City Budget Office and 
ourselves is that we enter into a lease purchase agresoent with 
the City ttet would be far 30 years; a capital lease. And that 
the lease would allow us then to take the revenue stream 

of about $7.5 million dollars that canes over here annual and 
use it to pay f tofa t service an a bond issue which we believe 
M-aiiri generate $85 million and pay that in an installment 
transaction to the City of ap pr ox i matel y $60 million the first 
year and then $10 million the next t *x> years. 

Now on the side of the authority in our existing lease 

agresoent and the trust indentures that have funded 
the authority at this point in time, there is language that says 
that the $7.5 million dollars will gra* annually tied to the 
i i - tf i reipim" pr-inc* index. If that *^i'i »pH on for the life of the 
authority which is 40 more years there would be some rather 
onerous rate hikes required to fund that thing and would 
essentially triple the operating budget of our authority. So 
looking at a benefit far the City and a benefit for the 
Authority, the Authority sees a savings significantly of $62 
million. Keep in mind that our rate payers are the City 
taxpayers, they are one in the same so we burden than in one of 
two ways either with increased water rates or increased taxes. 
But an increasing stream like that wuld put such a burden on 
the Water Authority that it would collapse under the weight so 
whether you do this now or you would have to do this a few years 
it would have to be done. At sane point the relationship 
between what we are paying and what are getting in return far 
that can seriously be questioned. That would have to be dealt 
with anyway. In tens of the City you can see what happens here 
at the end. The City gets ap p r o xi mately $50 million to $60 
million iraoediate cash infusion which improves your negative 
fund balance, let's you liquidate liability and avoids a cash 
crisis in the future that you will be facing here in the next 
few months. So e ss ent ially that is the deal. It is a proposal 
to enter into the capital lease to modify the cooper at ion 
agreement which vre did in January and that's what we would be 
asking Council to appr o ve those tw> docu men ts. 

The Chair: 

Ary other presentation? 


Mr. Miranda: 

We have Myles Harrington 
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Mr. Ricciardi: 

Could we have copies of that: particular graph, those 
rr-aw e are very difficult to read. Does e very one have this 
copy? How about if we have som eone fran the City Clerk's Office 
maybe xer o x this and get it to the ap propr i ate people. 


Mr. H ar r in gton; 


is technical s up port for what Glenn just explained. 

He indicated that the payments were currently about $7.5 million 
which you see here. The sum of these tvro payments that Glenn 
just described canes to ap proximately $7.5 million and as you 
can see when you look at the combined payments and what they 
were scheduled to be fran now until the Year 2034, you can see 
they ivfe $22.7 million of annual pa y m ent s fr a n the Water 
Aut horit y to the City. So this was what Glenn indicated would 
have required a m m of substantial rate hikes by the Water 
Authority over time. And it is these rate hikes that vrould be 
avoided by the Water Authority and as Glenn pointed out the 
prese nt value savings to the Water Authority Ir an entering into 
the p r opo se d transaction would be $62 million. Nor one thing 
here is on this schedule, it says FV factors, zero p ercen t . The 
actual FV factor is 6.18 p ercent and not zero p erce n t. And what 
we've done is we've taken the annual s avi ngs to the Water 
Authority and then present valued it back to the present and 
roughly $62 million is the p re s ent value savings to the Water 
Authority. Are there any questions about this at all, this 
analysis? And the pro po sa l is to replace the previous schedule 
of payments with the new schedule of payments in Column 4 which 
is basically the c urr e nt total peyment that is made annually. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Can you clarify — I asked Mr. Miranda this when I met with 
him last vreek. On Column 1 on the city financing charge amounts 
I raised the issued about those numbers reflecting the original 
lease agreement as apposed the 93 am e nded agreement. I am 
trying to understand hc*r you are using those l umbers instead of 
the 93 unless you are going to pay back somewhere in the 
neigh b orhood of $4 million. 

Mr. Miranda: 

You have the idea of what we're going to do. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Where is that rep r e s ented financially? 
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Mr. Mirancte: 


It will be a part of the agreement between the City and the 

USA. 

Mr. Ferlos 

Is it in the agreanents that we have today? Where is that 
written? concern is the first- column numbers reflect the 
m-irpnai agreement. There was actually a refinancing of that 
ricfrrt - in 93 so I was perplexed because pursuant to this agreanent 
I would pi TBs m e that the accurate — that the uuirivrs up three 
are wrong and that the numbers are diff erent based on the 93 
refinancing and when I asked the Administration did they make a 
mistake or did they intend to make whole by payment of the $4 
million? 


Mr. Harrington; 

You are correct. This is the original stream of payments 
before the $4 million transfer in 1994 and as part of this 
tr a nsac t i on it is contemplated that the City of Pittsburgh will 
receive in effect a credit — or I should say the Water 
Authority will receive a credit against the lease payments that 
they have to make under the new lease such that the $4 million 
in effect from an accounting standpoint is ret ur ned to the Water 
Authority and hence we can restore the original stream of 
paynents. the stream of payments that existed before the Water 
Authority transferred $4 million to the City and in effect the 
City is giving back from an acco u n t ing st an dpoint the $4 million 
and hence we wind vp with our original stream of payments. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

What I'm asking where is that, is that an a m e ndment to the 
cooperation agreement? Is that just an ackninistxative caveat 
that you just pay this? 


Mr. Miranda: 


That's right. At this point it vrould be included in the 
bond documents with the FWSA and let me give you an exanple of 
why. Tb do this transaction the City wuld have to leave behind 
sanewhere in the vicinity of about $7 million in a debt service 
reserve fund that wuld stay at the PWSA. So one of the options 
available to us is essentially to say that $4 million of that — 
scrap $4 million from that amount. So there are various ways 
for us to adjust this administratively ixit it is a liability on 
our books presently because it was a def e rred revenue. It is to 
sane extent receivable on the PWSA's books and it's on the 
acco u nting books and it vron't go away, it vrould be adjusted for 
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as we do our negotiation of the finalizing of the de t ai l s of the 
transaction. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

You are contemplating actually amending further the actual 
uu upraffl ti on agreement of which we have a draft copy. We already 
appr o v ed a rry ^yrr ^ i-irrn agreement and now you're asking us to 
amend the cooper a ti on agreement further — 


Mr. Miranda: 


— I talked to Mr. Cannon and I believe Mr. Rullo has 
raised the issue of with other people involved and we don't 
think it is a natter of material significance and the City's 
cooperation ag r eeme nt at this point. It is an accounts payable 
to us right now and how we address an acc ount s payable — 

Mr. Ferlo: 

— in tgrms of our annual financial r epor t in terms of the 
City's oper a ting budget does it make sense to rid ourselves of 
this obligati,on or are we going to continue to cany it on the 
books? 


Mr. Miranda: 


No, it would make sense far us to rid ourselves of the 
obligation. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Ate we able to do that? 


Mr. Miranda: 

We can do this with this tra n s action. There are several 
avenues available to do it and I just described one in the 
instance of the debt service. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

In consunuating this deal whatever the final deal looks 
like that is your intent. 

Mr. Miranda: 

Yeah. What I'm doing Councilman is conceding that you have 
spotted a problem with that schedule and we will it and 

it's a problem we had anticipated and we will address this in 
the final version of the bond documents at the EW5&. 
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The Chair: 


you Mr . Harrington? 

Hr. Harrin gton; 

T+ii<s is a g r a p h which demonstrates what the payments would 
have been versus what the revised stream of payments will he 
under the p ro p o se d capital lease and this steeply sloped line 
indicates the inpact of having an annual increase in the 
afViirionai payment to the rate of inflation and as you can 

see out here it gets to the $22 million ranc^. And this in 
e f fect reflects debt service on bonds to be issued by the Water 
Authority by which they raise the funds to mate the lease 
payments to the City. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Can you clarify? The charts that you are shewing are rate 
j u na figpg only pursuant to the existing \ * »at ?on agreanent 
that we have based on the payment back to the City. It doesn't 
include rate increases that would be anticipated on capital 
T p f > ^c. r rn f? tiTrg> of new bond issues. The Administration sometimes 
using this phrase to displace future rate increases. This does 
not Hig piao* future rate increases pursuant to capital bonds 
that the Authority is likely to let cut for infras truc ture 
repairs. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

That's correct. Unfortunately the media has either 
mi<y?harag?ter ized or actually blundered when they stated that if 
this agreement goes t hr o ug h that there would not be rate 
increases in the future. Obviously all of us are opposed to any 
rate increase but what we're happening is without this bill, in 
the year 2006 and all the way through to the year 2025 — I 
realize that sounds a long way off but most people in this room 
will still be living in the city — we're talking about 
double-digit rate increases over and above borrowing money and 
naybe increase costs at the Authority. So what we're saying is 
if we don't do this agreement betv^en the City of Pittsburgh and 
the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, in the Year 2007 vre 
need a 13 p e r cen t rate increase over and above any other and I 
think Myles is going to discuss that now. But Councilman Ferlo 
is correct. It was mischaracterized in the media and ve really 
need to get this clarified for the media new. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

My point is the line is actually more dramatic of a Mt. 
Everest nature, if it's actually reflective of both the increase 
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is 'tied to the indirect p ay me n ts back to the City and if it 
actually included payments related to debt service. 

Hr. Ricciardi: 

We were fearful that we would be criticized if ve shoed 
that rir j w wt- jg increase that ve are really trying to sell the 
agreement over and above what vre thought it was vxarth and I 
think Hr. Ityles Harrington is going to discuss that nw. I 
didn't realize that was a part of your next pr e se ntation. 

Hr. Harrin g to n: 

As with or without capital barreling, on top of any rate 
increases in c onn ec t ion with the capital barrel ing f these are 
arHii-innal rate increases which would have had to be in effect 
in o rder to meet the requirements of the payment to the City. 

Hr. Ricciardi: 

We didn't want to parallel what ALCOSAN has been doing with 
their double digit increases and that's the reason this 
agreement is good far the Authority. 

Hr. O' Conn o r : 

On that issue if you look at the Year 2010 which is 15 
years from now are you saying the increase will be 16 percent as 
of today's costs? 

Hr. Harrington: 

What we have done is we've taken today's revenues and vre 
have determined how nuch would you have to increase today's 
rates, using today's revenues , to make the pa y ment for example 
required in 1998 and then we increase on top of that rate 
increase we would have to have a noth e r six p ercen t and on top of 
that another ten per ce nt so in other wor ds it is not — for 
example a ten perc ent increase relative to today, it is a ten 
p er ce nt increase relative to the rates in effect in 2001. So in 
other words if we looked at this relative to today's rates the 
rate i n c re ases would be substantially higher so this is a more 
conservative pre sent ation of the rate increases required than 
what you s u ggested. 

Hr. O'Co nn or: 

I thought one of the reasons we privitized this to run a 
better ship than the City — at least that is why I voted it 
thinking you could run a better store than the City d id and now 
you're telling me you can't and didn't you know up fr on t that 
all this was in here? I question your integrity when we had all 
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these discussions that this n e v er came up when voted to write 
this off - 

Mr. Miranda: 


X think that questioning our integrity is a little 

nm^iripring we weren't here when the agreement in 
1984 was with the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority so 
those are awfully strung words. What we're doing is — first of 
*n the system is not privatized, it's essentially A municipal 
authority that has been created. The Authority is 
running on a profit-making hagjg as it stands right- now. It's a 
ironey-making entity as it st a nds right now. What has happened 
is that the fund balance has been plundered over the years 
whereas the City has received cash from the Authority far in 
chip cases expenses that have been concocted. What the Murphy 
Adninistration has Hrmg is to get that authority run more Lite a 
business and we've dome it in a couple of ways. First, we've 
consolidated the Water Department over there. There were some 
rmi nri impn^arg he r e, of Oouncil supported us as I believe 

you did Councilman O'C onno r in that move, but that was the first 
jib jar step to running it like a business. Previcaisly you had a 
situation where whatever the Water Dep artmen t spends at the City 
we get reimbursed for and that's no way to run a business 
letting so mebod y else decide what the total will be. By 
consolidating it we far the first time in the history of the 
city had a situation where the entity that's financing and doing 
the rate hikes actually gets to con tr ol its operations, that's 
the first major step. The second major step, in the past the 
City took money out of the IWSA without the MSA cutting 
anything in exchange far it. What tre're proposing is that IWSA 
gets con tr ol of the assets for the period defined under the 
lease. We're not foregoing than f o r e v e r but they're getting 
control of those assets and so the situation in 1993 year end 
was $4 mi 11 ion as Councilman Ferlo pointed out was stripped out 
of the stream of payments but the JWSA got nothing in return. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

You say you want to run it like a business, when the Water 
Department took this over as a business these things were in 
place. This was whatever you want to call it, a payment or rent 
for the utilizes they are using. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

You mean the Authority? 

Mr. O'Connor: 

When made this move which I think most of us voted, this 
was never brought up and I question it and before we get into 
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the dptallg and I have a lot of things on details iwt why wasn't 
this brought up before ve made this big decision? 


Hr. Miranda: 

It was a two-stage decision to get the City oat of tusiness 
of the FW5A. Stage One was an op p o r tu nity we had open given 
that the labor co ntr acts were not signed. We coul d negotiate 
with labor given that we're negotiating it. It would have been 
nice to wait until 1995 but the opportunity wasn't there and the 
labm- co ntra ct would have been signed already. So moved the 
water Department, that was Phase I. This is Phase II of getting 
the city out of the Authority business and that is saying that 
we're not going to go back to you year after year with haphazard 
bi iis for benefits fron ten years ago as has been done in the 
Masloff Administration. We're getting out of the business. We 
no longer have the luxury to wait for the payment stream of $7 
million forever, we'd like it near. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Mr. O'Connor raises a good point hoover it has to be clear 
at this table that nothing was ever hidden in the past. That in 
order to reinvent govenuent it's difficult to snap your fingers 
and tomorrow you'll have an oper a ting authority and as Mr. 
Miranda pointed out, we are going in stages to have an operating 
authority. The first stage was the Water Department tra n s fer to 
the Water Authority and it is operating as a private business 
because in the past the Water Department didn't collect. Over 
the last mon t h we've collected $2.5 million because w're having 
shut offs. 

(AT THIS POINT, I WAS TEMPORARIES RELIEVED BS HELEN L. KRIEBEL) 
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE WITH NO LOSS GF CONTEXT) 


MARS MME HRUSKA 
STENOTYPE REP OR T ER 
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(CUNI'iNUED COSmOS) 


Mr. Riociardi: 

Uje s econd phase, obviously, is maybe the lease 
t tf n ynMiit ' ^ jmd that is, you knotff should the City of 
Pittsburgh rmtim** to taOce money through the back doors 
into their city co ffe r s at the expen se at water rate 
increases, and that is what we are trying to step here. 

X am going to the put ny pppsidmnt in somewhat 
of an awkward position, if I may/ and that is that Mr. 
Fferlo and I have always condemned and criticized the 
aHHi-Hon*! payments. We have always said that that was 
using the Authority as a cash cow. We have always 
stated that it was taking water rate dollars threwgh the 
back d " >nr r in o i* te r not to make the tough decisions. 

Now, in effect, by our vote today we can send out a 
nessag es Did we really believe that in years to come? 
Mr. Ferlo has continuously pointed that out. 

But Mr. O'Connor, in no way can anybody's 
integrity be questioned. This is just another phase, 
arr *th g, r dimension, of making the operating Authority 
operate. We are giving it the pc*rer to make tough 
discussions. It has p ro v e n that it can make tough 
decisions through water shut-offs, sanething past 
adninistrations would have never even considered. 

Mr. O'C onnor : 

I credit you, Mr. Riociardi, for taking this 
action to shut off the deadbeats in not paying. In 
fact, 1 c onrand you and the Water De par tme n t far doing 
this. X question, though/ why all the sudden they are 
doing it now that it is separated fran the city and why 
it wasn't done before? 

It certainly looks like ve *rere afraid 
politically to shut them off. X knew since I have been 
here, before you and since you have been here, e v er y bod y 
says, "Wty don't we shut them off?* 1 I rBiw i ijei the old 
director sitting there hiring agencies to go after than, 
but nobody would make the tough decisions, which I 
credit you far now. But again, why wasn't it done six 
months ago? The thing I question, again, why wasn't it 
done before? That money is caning in new that the city 
doesn't have anything to do with it. And why wasn't 
some of this brought to our attention before? It is 
like irate a deal, no* you saying "Well.** When you 
lease a property in business, a AAA net lease, you pay 
the taxes, et cetera. It is like making the deal and 
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saying, "Hell, I don't want to pay the taxes or hay the 
insurance." 


Hr. Ricciardi: 

The riwii was made in 1984. It is a legal 
d oc u me nt , ore that needs to be respec t ed and abided by 
by the City of Pittsburgh and the Water and Sera: 
Authority. ^ should have maybe n e ver been made, 

but now that it is made, we have to deal with the 
document before us. 

Hr. Qnorato: 

On that issue, Mr. Ricciardi, that is the point 
I wanted to sake clear here. 

The scheduled rate increases that *ere just up 
here, that was from the 1984 agreement. What we did 
last year in the budget was only dealing with employees 
being transferred to the Authority. I think that is why 
that issue did not came up. No one here at this 
table — I don't even think Councilman Ferlo was here in 
1984 — dealt with the original transfer and that 
race t rack that was set up. So that was so meth i n g that 
we were handed as we came to Council. It was already in 
place. 

Hr. Ricciardi: 

Let's be very blunt: In 1984 when they set up 
that sweetheart agreement for the City of Pittsburgh, 
they weren't worried about what was going to be 
h ap pening in the year 2005-2034, because in all 
likelihood they 3uiew they were not going to be here, the 
burea u c rat s at that time. 


Hr. O'C onnor : 

Let's ran a ifaar those wards. Who will be here 
in ten years is a very import ant part of this whole day. 


Hr. Qnorato: 

There is a good chance that CocsnciljJBn Ferlo 
might. Councilman Ferlo? 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Joe Mistick used to say I vrouldn't be here as 
long as the bricks on Grant Street. 
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Anyways, I do agree with Councilman O'Connor to 
one extent an the basic principle, and that is I thirfc 
the Administration clearly has made sane de c isi o ns and 
is on a course towards major op erational changes in 
govemnent, one of which we are talking about today 
regarding Pittsburgh Water and Seer* I do think it is 
enc ait upon than to kind of pit their cards on the 
table, because Council as a l egislat ive branch needs to 
be a part of that: process. May be this hap pened here in 
kind of a bifurcated way, where first they presented the 
changes that Mr. Ricciardi pres ent e d regarding making 
the Pittsburgh Water and Sevrer Authority more 
operational, and they probably knew at the time in 
po^otnhtar’ that they were planning this, but didn't 
present it. I don't know if we need to get hung up on 
that. 


I still ranain ccm&itted to ny earlier 
opposition in of the issue, but now that a 

majority has decided, it makes good sense to me that if 
you are going to have a tracking authority, make than 
fully x egjrmsi M** operationally, because I think the way 
to evaluate the i^ i' fnyma n ce of that aut horit y, whether 
it be management-wise, operationally, financially, is to 
irake sure that they actually have within their control 
all the tools that are needed to p er fo rm the services- 
So that is why, you know, following the iteter and Sever 
Authority board meeting, I was at the last board 
neeting, I have supp or ti ve statements far the 
proposal that is on the table today. 

And the other thing, and I repeatedly stated 
it, no one beat the drum more loudly than Michelle 
Mrtdoff — that is going back more than a d ecade — cn 
this issue of individuals and institutions, department 
buildings, what have you, not paying their water bill. 
So, you know, I don't see — you didn't need to g> to an 
authority necessarily to make sure that people be 
prudent and pay their water bill. That is no different 
right now than the Finance Department taking legal 
action for people that aren't paying their various 
taxes. We go after them. There are ways to deal with 
people. 


Having stated that, I think vre need to move on 
this whole issue, but I think vre need to understand what 
the financial realities are and the proposal that is 
being presented today. 

But if we are going to have a utility, let's 
make it fully operational in terms of what the 
discussion is that is on the table. 
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Mr. Ricciardi: 


With the prote c t i on s that you sp on sored with 
your amendments r if you recall the amencknent, co n c ern ing 
t!aTiring about water rates, making it m o re ad vert ised, 
bringing people in, let it in, discuss it. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

As Mr. Ricciardi pointed out earlier, I think 
at least six years ago I ccnplained repeatedly during 
the budget, but there las never been a way to deal with 
it, the additional payments was totally a racket. The 
additioral payments was a political way far previous 
adninistratioRS to avoid tax increases, basically rip it 
off the Water and S&&r Authority, put it back into the 
operating fund. We all know it. One of the reasons why 
I do s upport the p ropos a l that is on the table today is 
becaus e it would end that p roced u re. We either bite the 
bullet and have to raise revenu es and be forthright and 
explain to the public why axe doing that, if that is 
the case, or we don't. But this kind of racketeering 
that has been going on where previous ackninistrations 
vere basically — in addition to the additional pa y men t s 
which was a racket, previ ous finance directors, 
actually, as Director Miranda uses the phase 
"co n coc te d," that is probably very acc urate . They 
basically wxild send over invoices. I don't think it 
was ever clear at the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority what they %rere actually paying for when they 
got these various bills, but obviously they had to pay 
it. That is actually more money that came back to the 
operating fund. 

Either the Water and Sewer Authority should run 
business like when there are rate increases based on 
capital fund, or whatever, the ratepayers should know 
it. When city govemnent has to raise revenues for its 
op e r at ion, tre should be able to say it, look the public 
in the eye and be able to justify it. That is one of 
the reasons why I s u pp ort the p ro po sal that is on the 
table today. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Tto things, Mr. President. Keep in mind the 
markups vexe 50 percent, which vrexe outrageous, so that 
is even putting salt in the wound. 

Mr. Onorato: 

That is pursuant to the '84 agreement. 


587 



Mr. Ricci ardi: 


Right. Even though this is helping the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority go operati onal , it 
is not just cutting the line. It says, "We understand 
that this revenue stream has been a part of city 
government, has been relied an," and that is the reason 
by cutting it off, it is going to be an $85 million —^ 
in effect, really, a payment, a gift, or any other word 
that you use for it. 

So we are also saying to the city that we 
understand you always relied an this, so let's get 
together and up with a reasonable number, and that 
is the $85 million that is going to really help us. We 
are not going to have to talk about tax increases. We 
are not going to teve to talk about layoffs. We are not 
going to have to talk about cutting tax services. In 
effect, what we are going to be doing is what the 
pr^ident says, our pr e s i de nt, and that is that if you 
are r espon s ible far the water rates, ttet you should be 
responsible far any liabilitfaB there. But if you need 
aHHit-imai se r vi ces, in the city side, you should be 
a bl** to bite the bullet and make decisions on that end. 
There shouldn't be this con nec ti on . I think l at e r on 
that is going to he the weakness, if I may say, 

Mr. O'Connor, in probably ytwr reasoning or your debate 
later an, and that is that you believe this relationship 
staild continue. We think it should stop. 


Mr. Onorato: 

I knew Councilman O'Conn or wants to r espond, 
but real quick, can you do the taro charts then iro will 
open it wide open and I will go to Mr. O'Connor after 

this? 


Mr. Miranda: 

Vty main objective is to get all of yai to vote 
on this transaction today and to finalize the vote on 
the transaction tomorrow. But tro vcnild at least like a 
preliminary vote ap pro v ing this transaction today. Here 
is what I have to say to try to convince you: 

First is our negative fund balance, which is 
the excess of liabilities over resources c urrent ly 
available. This is not the general obligation bonds 
that vre have to pay, in the vicinity of $500 million. 
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Mr. Berio: 


You have your city budget hat an, not Water and 
Sewer let an. 


Mr. Miranda: 

That's right. Bus is not our waiters' ccnp — 
this is the city of Pittsburgh — it is not our workers' 
ccnp liabilities, it is not axything long term. It is 
in the current course of business what ^ tetve to pay. 
That n u m b er we are fore cas ting, and C ontro ller 
F la her ty's audit will show that number to be 
appro x i m a te l y in the negative $40 million range, and 
there are sane things that change that, such as the type 
of acco un ting policies used. 

Mr. Cusi.cks 

Is it high 40's? 

Mr. Miranda: 

Roughly in the mid to low 40's, perhaps. Bus 
vre will find out an May 1st. 

Our problem is primraily due to twp m ipg caning 
in under budget. Now, this doesn't say that revenues in 
1994 were less than r e venues in 1993. Khat this says is 
revenues in 1994 vrane $23 million less than what was 
budgeted far in 1994. You can see in each of these 
years that anoint has grown. That is what I rai i $23 
million in overly optimistic revenue assumptions. 

We did a couple of things with the blessings of 
City Council and supp or t of City Council. We had the 
Pennsylvania Economy League fore ca st the revenues for 
us. They did an outstanding job, and that really 
di sciplines the whole fiscal policy process. It just 
gets an entity to says, "Here is the amount ttet is 
reasonably available." We met with Dave Keller of City 
Council to go over sa n e of the estimates to see if he 
had major disagreements, and then vre adjusted them based 
on sane of that language in those discussions. So that 
was our first step. So are camnitted to reverse this 
trend of using dummy revenues to balance the budget. 

That is where most of the problem stems firm . If we got 
all $23 m il lio n that was budgeted, we would be in better 
shape right no*, not great shape, but considerably 
better shape. 

In January of 1995, ve didn't have enough money 
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to make our first two payrolls. Given that we get our 
property early in the year, in February primar ily, 

this is a big signal that the city's got financial 
problems. For the first time in the city's history, we 
borrowed far operating p u rpose s and we have to pay that 
ey back this year- That is where. Cou ncilm an 
O'Connor, the $525,000.00 in interest co mes from, from 
having to do this. As you can see, this is really not a 
good sign far the city to have to barrow 25 million to 
pay its bills that early in the year. 

Hr. Qnorato: 

That will be paid off by when? 


Hr. Miranda: 

I believe it has already been paid off. This 
is our general fund cash floor far 1994/1995. This 
little blotch there is what we call "the cash crash. H 
What will happen there is the city will run out of money 
somewhere in between Sept ember and Octobe r to meet 
operations. The rrr i t-ieal number far the city is really 
can it make one-month of payroll , and that is about $13 
million. As you can see, if that is the measure that is 
used, we drop into the $13 million range somewhere in 
August, we dr op to Point G. 

I can go over each of these points with you 
real quick. We ended the year with $4 million in tax. 
The TRAN, the tax revenue anticipation note, pit us up 
over 30 million. It was a $25 million note. The Point 
B was the first installment of real estate taxes. Point 
C is the payment of $25 million in debt service. Point D 
is the s econd installment of ta*es, Point £ is the 
repayment of the TRAN, which *s did a little bit earlier 
to save on interes t costs, actually. That enabled us to 
save about $100,000.00, I believe. Point F is third 
installment in real estate taxes, and then Point G is 
where the trouble starts, when ts have to meet our 
pension obligations and our general obligation debt 
service payments. 

What this says to me, if you look at December 
31st, we are basically — if we let operations conti nue 
and the banks were generous to us, vs would overdraft by 
$30 million cur checking account. So ary number short 
of $30 million — getting $30 million from this 
transaction today would put us at the zero point. 

What I am roughly saying is nobody in this city 
is likely to get paid after N ovemb e r 1st if this 
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tr a n section ar sene other proposal does not hon g cash 
in the door. Our best solution at this point, looking 
at all the options we have available, is this 
transaction. There is an opportunity cost to this 
transaction we have already spoken about, so we are 
adnitting that. But the benefit is it lets us continue 
our operations. 

The reason we have s tru ct u red the tran saction 
currently to bring $50 million to the city this year, if 
you just add $50 million to this bottom point right 
here, we would have a beginning cash balance of $20 
million in January. $20 million is the beginning cash 
balance at the beginning of 1993, so that is not a great 
cash balance for a city the size of Pittsburgh. Fifty 
million would be better. But b rin g i ng in 50 would pit 
us at the 20 million mark which would allow us to 
continue oper a tions next year. So no matter under 50 I 
would argue is feasible far us to really continue our 
operations without running into the sane problen early 
on next year. That's essentially where we are at. 

I've got Doctor David Miller here fran the 
Pennsylvania Econcny League, because if this option 
doesn't work, our only other option available to us 
s hort of rf ram nian cuts, and I mean draconian, would 
involve seme t hing in the vacinity of laying off 400 
police officers, shutting down 20 fire stations, is the 
types of numbers we are talking about, is to go to the 
court for an unfunded debt petition. 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Relieving Stenot y pe Reporter 
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Mr. Miranda: 


We would rather rot go to the court for that unfunded debt 
petition and Doctor Miller is available here to talk to you 
about that. 

The Chair: 

If you can rr™. to the table six and Mr. O'Conncx, you have 
the floor. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Xy first question I think you've answered a lot it but. 
What led us up to this tough decision. The big picture you're 
saying is we don't have at least 30 — in November you're 
saying the City will go broke in Novsiter. 

Mr. Miranda: 


Absolutely. 


Mr. O'Co n nor: 

You n ppd $30 million there in cash tat you did mention 
whether we are pro or con about the sale . You happened to 
uKUtion that we probably wouldn't be here today if we weren't in 
debt. 


Mr. Miranda: 


That's cor rec t . 

Mr. O'Co n nor: 

So I asked ny colleagues to reason that we are not here to 
play big bro ther cr uncle to the Water Department. So if we 
were to play on a level playing f i e l d and we had a ma gi c wand to 
solve our budget problems we would probably accept this revenue 
stream anH that is a very important point and he's agreeing with 
that. 


Mr. Miranda: 

I would say this, it depends on hew badly — 

Mr. O'Connor: 

— if X c t” * up with another source of $30 million you 
wouldn't be here today discussing this. 
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Mr. Miranda: 


A r™p\t* of things. First, that escalator mates those 
payments really unreasonable. I don't think the Water Authority 
C TR il ri have paid us those p ayments in the future at that 
escalating rate, that is the first thing. Second is, if vre're 
an this course of get t ing the City out of the EWSA's tesiness I 
probably would be here today. Maybe not as early as you had 
mentioned. The main motivation is our cash crisis to go ahead 
and do this. 

Hr. O'Co nno rs 

Who analyzed this and how did we arrive at this decision to 
sen? 


Hr. Miranda: 

We were looking far options to address our cash needs. Hr. 
Harrington who is our financial advisor talked with Hr. Cannon 
and nyself. Mr. Cannon was the first one to make this pr oposal 
to the City back perhaps maybe six months ago to mate this 
p ropo sa l to the City. The idea I think he would vouch far that. 

Hr. O'Co nn or; 

Hr. Cannon is making a very good deal for the Water 
Department. He is the Water Director so I uimmid him on that. 
Who has analyzed this deal in the city whether it be band 
brok ers , whether it be bankers? 


Hr. Miranda: 

The Mayor hired nyself and Paul Hennigan to do that type of 
analysis and we have analyzed it from the City's end and we 
don't rely on band broker s to do that for us. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

You have had no outsiders look at this. 


Hr. Miranda: 

We have had Doctor Hiller fran the Pennsylvania Econcny 
League look at it from the st an dpoint of is it a reasonable 
thing to do given the options we have available. We have had 
him as our consultant on this and he's available to answer your 
questions. 
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Mr. O'C onn ors 


How d i d you arriv e at the $85 mill ion figure? How do I 
know that's a good deal? 

Mr. Berio: 

I don't object to the Bcjusuuy Lpagne being at the table 
alth ou gh i don't like it. We hire the Administration to present 
proposals to us. I didn't engage this think tank individual^ 

We hired them specifically to do the revenue L^i eeastin g so I'm 
not to object because there are individuals that want to 

raise questions here but as far as I am concerned the 

n-i o r a t ion hag 4 gjiia to the t able and can fend for its elf 
either good, b ad or indifferent on whether or not it's prudent 
or reasonable to do whatever it is you're proposing. 

Hie Chair: 

On the Councilman's point of order we voted to fund the 
B uuij cn y League consulting study, whatever you vent to call it, 

Mr. O'Connor agk pd him a question and if there's no objection 
fran the colleagues I have no problem with the Economy league 
being here. 

Mr. Bertzberg: 

No objections. 

Mr. O'C onnor : 

Looking at this figure we are giving up — a matter of 
whether we agree it's fair or not — we're giving up $494 
million for a quick $85 million. Now I've had people analyze 
it. How did you came up with — why is it 85 and not 120? 

Mr. Harr i ngton; 

Hie quickest response to that question is the Economy 
T^vyjno is not in a position where it has reconmended the $85 
million. He $85 million was provided by the Administration in 
their negotiations with the Water Authority. Quickly, is the 
$85 million a reasonable figure in light of the transaction? I 
think the answer to that yes it is a reasonable number fcxit the 
Econony League's position is to conment on the reasonableness of 
the $85 million not whether it should be $85 mill i o n or seme 
other number. 

Mr. O'Co n n or : 

If this was a business deal would you take $85 million in 
exchange for $494 mill ion? 
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Hr. Harrington: 

First I think the $494 million is related to a di ff erent 
revenue stream which is going to generate I think slightly over 
$300 million to the City so the value of the tran sacti on to the 
City is fair- and reasonable in light of the present value, $62 
million of the change so I don't think that is an unreasonable 
nanber. I think as Director Miranda has indicated that there is 
an overriding cash question facing the City right now and a need 
to develop a short cash infusion that is cping to provide 
sane shart-tenn stability to the City so they can vrork out .sane 
long-term ways to cut the annual deficit between revenues and 
expenditures. 

Hr. O'Connor: 

I would ask scnehow that we analyze this and figure the $85 
million is a good offer, a fair offer. 


Hr. Miranda: 

Here's the app roach we use; we anticipated these concerns. 
Hr. Harrington ran the n u mb ers far us. The key cons tr aint was 
we didn't want to burden the Water Authority with rate hikes, 
that was the key constraint. The Mayor emptasized that this 
transaction couldn't burden the rate payers any mor e than what 
they will be burden if unfunded mandates such as reservoir 
co ve r s , etc. go t hrough . That's the reasonableness of the 
number $85 million. Could it have been $95 million or $100 
million or $40 million? Sure. The problem was the key 
con s tr aint was the debt se r vi ce bud^t. We went to the 
Pennsylvania Beamy League to give us they're a good govemnent 
entity that has been ar o u nd here for 50 years plus to give us a 
neutral un d ersta nding of whether this is a reasonable avenue to 
pursue. 

Mr. O'Conno r : 

Are vre giving up the ownership of the re se r v oir and the 
land and the water use and things like that? 

Hr. Miranda: 

We are not giving up the ownership. We are essentially 
leasing that ownership. We are giving the rights to the 
ownership far the IVJSA over the next number of years but the 
ownership is the City of Pittsburgh' s. If we could pay than 
this money back and get than to undo the transaction, we could 
get the ownership back but it's essentially you letting me lease 
your car and giving it to me to do whatever I want with it for 
the next five years. 
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Hr. O'Co nnor : 


So tbaf was inadp in 1984. In other w o rd s this whole thing 
was set up in 1984 that the Hater Dep ar tm e nt vrould pay far the 
use of the syst em s ; righ t? This was a deal negotiated in 1984. 
So we're going hack and the Hater Department is making a much 
better far themselves, that is one of ay questions. I 

think we may be s h or t ch an ging the taxpayers of the city and 
bmefiting the Water Department. • What other options vrere there 
this? Again, I would vote far this if it's a last last 
thing we had and I don't mean to be condanning you far bringing 
the i d ^a to the table, it's certainly something vie should be 
looking at but what other cookie jars are there or assets that 
we should be looking at before we sell our final asset? 


Hr. Hiranda: 

There are no other major assets that we can think abort. 

He have looked at parking garages but the debt covenants 
restrict you — you'd lave to pay off all the debt so there's 
not a whole heckuva lot of money to be made fron going ahead and 
doing those m o v es. 


Our philo so phy is as follows: We prod uce d a balanced 1995 
budget which we've submitted to you and we're going to live up 
to that balance. This sale is primarily to help us with 

a deficit that's been built up over the last five years, most of 
which vs have not created this deficit. So on the one hand 
we're trying to live under a balanced budget day to day and on 
the other end we've had this $50 million or $40 million s tr apped 
on us that we did not ask for and that's what this proposal is 
meant to do. Mr. O'Connor, I know you're fond of referring to 
cities running as a business and 1 share that enphasis with you, 
ve have that in cumiun but the way I'd like to put it to you 
is — this transaction — without this transaction the going 
concern emphasis of the City of Pittsburgh as an entity is under 
jeopardy. Can it meet its day-to-day obligations and it cannot 
without this or another solution that we welcone to hear. 

Mr. O'Co n n o r: 

He have another solution but I will save that. Why don't 
ve go out on our own bond issue, get the $50 million and pay it 
back in the next 15 or 20 years? 

Hr. Harrington: 

This is a borrowing which is going to be approximately a 25 
year borrowing of the Water Authority and it's going to be 
repaid by the Water Authority. In the case of the City going 
out and doing a long-term b or r o w ing of 25 years to fund 
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operations, that is sanething that wold be cc np l e tely 
unacceptable to the capital markets. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

So the capital mark e t would not accept us doing it bit yet 
I think we're doing it any ho w because we are giving up this 
40-year r e venue stream. 


Mr. Harr i n g t on: 


Bear in mind that the i mpr o v ements to the water system 
since 1984 are in fact owned by the Water Authority. These 
assets that irere in the ground in 1984 when the Water Authority 
was created are c urrent ly not technically owned by the Water 
Aut hori t y . So wtat you're doing here is sanething that does 
have a high degr ee of logic to the capital markets in that this 
Water Authority is taking poss ess i on of the balance of the 
assets which it does not currently own. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

My point is *e're doing the sane thing although legally 
probably can't go out and do it-instead of us making the hard 
decision to go out and b or r o w m one y . If we didn't have this 
cookie jar, if we did it ourselves then we can take this revenue 
stream far the next 25 years and pay off and get ourselves out 
of debt and still have the assets caning in. 


Mr. Miranda: 

You cannot issue ^n e ral obligation bond s far operating 
purposes without getting into the distress categ ory . 

Mr. O'Connar: 

But are — vre can't do it so we have the Water 
Department nw that it's a separate entity doing it far us and I 
don't knew that w are getting a very good — not only a pay 
back of $85 million which we aren't sure is a good solid n u mb er . 
It sesns like we made a reasonable deal that what we needed and 
what would benefit them. That's how we a i i i m-xi at a number. I 
don't like the way we backed into it. 


Mr. Miranda: 


Here's the situation. I would agree with a lot of what you 
have to say if we vrexe selling the water assets to the City of 
Cleveland. In fact are rate payers are one in the samp with our 
property taxpayers. We are giving the rate payers a little bit 
of — we're avoiding future rate hikes fo r the rate payers and 
reducing the stress an the property taxpayer. Our citizens are 
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one in the sanp and your arguments would be more cancelling to 
me personally had we been selling the assets another entity 
that's thpn going to take then and raise rates and make all 
kinds of nzey with it. We don't have that situation here. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

We presuming they don't do that. We are presuming this was 
a fair deal and Cnmf?npgrso n Ferlo had those questions at the 
board it would be an open meeting so hopefully ire are tracking 
with a good partnership. The assets you're saying on the Water 
Department — the problan I look at if we are sitting here in 
the Year 2003 or 2004 — let's do three years from vaa when this 
is over, 1999, if everything gets rosy real quick and you 
balance the budge this year, we will be losing $7 million can i n g 
in so how do we mate up that additional seven? In three years 
from now we're going to be in a whole seven if everything warks 
out even with whate v e r you're going to do. I would hate to be 
sitting here three years from now and saying "Gee, ire can't 
balance the budget now, how are we going to balance the txrjget 
without the $7 million? 


Mr. Miranda: 

If you take the analogy to a corpor ati on, what corporation 
would be willing to go out of existence in August to say "I'd 
rather go out of existence but four years from nw I'll get that 
$7 million strewn of pa y m ents ." That's the unfortunate 
trade-off that ire have to make here. 

Mr. O'Co nnor : 

This is probably one of the biggest decisions we'll have to 
rake so there is a lot of money and I think you would agree to 
that. What are we going to do in three years that ire are not 
doing now? Have we analyzed that in how we're going to solve 
the problan, besides the $40 million? The $40 million will get 
us on even keel and actually — the other problan I have is 
you're getting 15 — ixv it's going to be 60 and Mr. Cannon said 
ten and ten. 


Mr. Miranda: 

It will probably be 15, 15, 15. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Although you will be getting $15 million you will really 
only be getting ten because you're going to be missing five. 
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Hr. Miranda: 


For tMO ^ears we get $7 million mace approximately. 

Mr. 0 f C onnor : 

It is not a 15 and 15, it's only going to be a seven and 
seven savings. 


Mr. Miranda: 

That's right. 

Mr. O'Co nnor : 

We are going to be facing severe problems next year. 

Mr. Miranda: 

Absolutely. 

Mr. O'Conn or : 

What axe you going to do about it? 

Mr. Miranda: 

We have done a bunch of things and taking sene actions when 
a twdget that has already been put tog et h e r like we had last 
year is kind of difficult because a budget to seme extent is a 
contract. City Council passed it and we have to live up to what 
was passed in the budget. We had layoffs, we didn't fill 120 
general fund vacancies, we had non-per sonn el reductions in the 
General Fund that were five p ercen t cuts. Unfortunately most of 
those as with across-the-board cuts are one-time savings so you 
defer purchasing things but this enabled us not to run out of 
cash — again had $4 million. 

We had enplcyee health care cost savings that Mr. Hennigan 
has talked about which un f ort un ately won't Jack in until July 
but we're grateful far them anyway. We're $1 million under on 
our wrker's com pen sation costs. We ted hoped to get as much as 
$4.5 to $6 million in better revenue raising collections but a 
combination of seme problans with seme of our la r g es t 
and sane things just didn't h ap pen. We did okay, we got $1.4 
m il lio n from the courts fran Don Machen's efforts and have EMS 
reimtarsements fran Blue Cross which is approxi mately 
$600,000.00, so we had $1.9 million there. 


We did a couple of these consolidation initiatives which an 
the one hand imnediately they wn't save you any money but it 
takes liabilities off of our books. We had the zoo 
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nrivitization which saved us about $750,000.00. We estaraate 
that just the general fund ispact of this plan is about $14.6 
million. It wasn't a $28 mill ion type of cut as ve may have 
said. Now here's the problem with this $14.6 mill i o n. The 
problem is there were other things that happe ned t hat c ost us a 
Jjot T nrtr r * m one y . There were retirements that weren t bud ted 
last year, police longevity pay that wasn't budgeted last year. 
«| Wa n > uw a $1 million leasing authority that was 

budgeted for January 1, 1895 by the Masloff AAninistr ation which 
we had to pay last year, so all of those— it ws a clever 
little ginmick to put it on January 1, 1995 because they didn't 
budget far it in 1994 bat we had to send the money over to 
Integra I believe in 1994. All of those things erased same of 
the m o v es that we made. 

The ire pay increases which were already negotiated in 
the 1995 b" **j =* cost us about $4.5 million alone so it's a 
r^accir case of going two steps f orw ard and one step backward. 
The cuts have not been the meat cleaver types of cuts bit they 
were a soli d step and our main enphasis was can take the 
initiatives pppHg d to put us in a balanced tadget position for 
1995 an! I think it was a reasonable first step. Near all 
p p pppgcog ar r p sfi fritvigs work this way. You do the easier things 
first such as we won't fill vacancies then you do mpan sa. t hings 
such as laying off people and then ywi get even meaner an d 
that's the stage we're coming to. When Paul Hennigan and I have 
meetings with Deputy Mayors Ook and Si ra b ella and Mayor 
every two weeks or so and we're right now proposing a plan to 
help us get a balanced budget in 1996 to deal wi th san e of these 
problems and at this point I think it would be pranature to 
Hica-irec; g o ne of the initiatives but v^'re going an a course 
where we're trimming where we can. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

You had a $28 million financial plan in August and you're 
saying you met it halfway. 


Mr. Miranda: 

We can probably meet it about halfway b ecaus e the $28 
million is a yearly problem. 

Mr. O'Cannor: 

I think I would give you fair- narks far that if that's true 
and I see the b u dge t analysis says that you've cut some but yet 
the hard dollars our budget office is questioning whether it be 
$3 million or $14 million so that may be far another day. 
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Mr. Miranda: 


Your budget office would concede the fact that had we not 
taken sane of the st ra p s that we did we would have gone over the 
budget and we would have run out of cash. 


Mr- O'C onn or: 

I c cra nen d you far the half the effort or crming up with a 
lot of plans and not really making real tough dec isi on s. 

How many people retire fran the City every year? 

Mr. Miranda: 

The number is about 200 people, not c ount ing the police or 
the paramedics. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

They have to be replaced. 

Mr. Miranda: 

Normal a t tri tion is about 200 people a year. 

Mr. O'Co nnor : 

Without including police and fire. You said 72 police so 
you're saying non police probably 100 normal retirees that we 
couldn't fill t hr o u gh attr i t i o n if you took 100 of those again 
you're not firing anything and not laying anybody off but 
attrition possibly 100 enployees that saves about $4 million? 


Mr. Miranda: 

It would save considerably less. 
Mr. O'Co nn or: 


With benefits? What is the average enpicyee, 25 plus 
benefits? 


Mr. Mixanda: 

Let's say $2.5 million. 
Mr. O'Co nn or: 


Is that all? That is not a big — before and we can get 
into the 1996 budget. Before we go any further, the 95 budget 
that we're in the now and we talked and we had a big sunmit here 
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whexe we were asking far quarterly updates and in January, 
February and March we should be due that. How soon could you 
have give us an analysis of what this budget is, the first 
quarter? Are we meeting our budgets or are we going to be 
removing this prdblan? Hew are we right now? 

Mr. Miranda: 

fje are meeting most of our budget assumptions the on e area 
whsxe we have not met our Hidept assumptions.* Right now we're 
budgeted at about $6.5 million and *re're probably going to be 
exceeding $9 million this year and that is the one major area 
where we will not have lived within our means. 

Mr. O'Co nn or: 

Wet I'm asking far — couldn't we wait — you say we're 
going to be cash problems in Novenber and without this Novauber 
is the cut off date. 


Mr. Miranda: 


Councilman O'Co n nor, I don't want to use the *rord danger 
but from a budget office standpoint. Die danger point is really 
ri ght-, around August when it drops below $10 million because you 
don't have enough to make one month's payroll. 

Mr. O'C o nnor: 

Since this is such an i np a rta nt decision on all our parts, 
why can't we wait at least for your first three months, first, 
quarterly review which should be able to do in a couple of >reeks 
and then Mr. Flaherty's audit cotes out May 1st. I raiFnbPL 
last year we had these negotiations, he was right, he was wrong, 
the situation is this bad, isn't that bad. Wry aren't we doing 
this so we are not going in blind and we know the exact numbers? 


Mr. Miranda: 

Here's a couple of answers to that. We have this major 
financial accounting systems project with the City Information 
Systsns which we have vrorked on for the last sev e n mo nt hs and 
that system is meant to give us meaningful quarterly updates. 

At this point we don't have meaningful quarterly updates. The 
only thing we can tell you on a quarterly basis based an the 
Controller's r ep ort s is a reasonable estimate an the revenues. 
Are they collected canpared to last year where do they stand? 

So we can do that on a quarterly basis. The problem with 
expenditures is whatever number you have there doesn't 
include — it only includes cash out the door. It doesn't 
include any caimitznents that let's say the Planning Department 
or the Finance Department or Parks has made tut hasn't been gone 
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out the door. So those ex penditure quarterly stat emen ts aren't 
that meaningful if they're not prep ared on a basis to include 
seme ill . un i n a nces . 


Mr. O'C onnor : 

Wry in this city with all' of this money and are a $340 
million business, you know yourself there's probably not one 
business that do esn 't give you monthly u p date s of profit and 
loss besides cash flow and we can't even do it on a quarterly 
basis. We buy ccnputers-every month and it seems like we're 
buying rw c on pu ters. 


Mr. Miranda: 

Tour request is a reasonable one and many cities the size 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh is a large city, it's an important 
city and you have dec ent finance managanent infonration systans 
and we don't p re sent ly have that at this point. The 
Controller's Office really does a wonderful job prod uc i n g t*ro 
report s on appropriations and revenues but as far as getting a 
feel far how the entire system will project out at the end of 
the one year that's still difficult to do. But the acco unt ing 
system that we -have in mind will help us get to a lot of that 
and it will make us a very modem city. 

Mr. O'Co nn or: 

Well, I'm suggesting that we shouldn't be voting on this 
until May 1st. Tcu did ask us for one alternative and briefly 
give me two minutes to give you an alternative. We've worked on 
it — our budget office — and I'd like to look at an 
alternative — again not that you have to say yes or no but is 
it vrorth holding this far a week or two to study? 

This was a confcination of my efforts and our b u dge t office. 
What vre're looking at is the City's financial — the general 
obligation debt which the Water Dep artmen t has two payments for 
us right new. If yrxi took those pa y m ent s — right now they're 
paid out as $26 million until the Year 2008. Are you following 
this? The city financial charts. You should put up the big 
chart in case anyone wants to know what we're talking about. 

If you lock at the left-hand column next to the dates 
there's two sets of payments. One payment would be made> ending 
the Year 2008 for $26 million. We're suggesting you go out on 
a — take that as a band at$17.7 million. Then we took the 
a ddit i o nal payments, if you took only four years, took those 
figures which would add up to $21.7, if you took a payment 
schedule it vrould give the City 18.7 in cash, again totaling 
36.4. No? I heard the n u mber you just mentioned, we need 40 to 
survive so the sinplest thing to do if you needed that would be 
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to take one p or e year and we'd give you another $6 million so it 
would put you righ t in the ballpark of what you need. If you 
did that as an interest payment just taking the next year where 
we w ou l d give up these payments which we are doing now anyhow, 
we're giving up the whole 40 years. Instead of giving up the 40 
years I'm saying give up the smaller payment which is not that 
nuch — give up the four big payments of 51, 53, 55, 57. If you 
need it to 59 you could do that too then the benefit to the 
Water Department the payback could be holding back to next year 
which would be $6.2 million. What that would do is give you 
close to $40 million give or take whatever you need it to pay¬ 
off the City debt and get us a fresh start far 96 but in the 
Year 2002 which gentlemen — there are no ladies at the table — 
there are — I know ny colleagues our children and Mr. 

Ricciardi, your kid will be about eight years old and all of us 
have children e xcep t one that would be a young age and this 
payment plan would kick back in and that's sa nething I would 
like you to consider. 


Mr. Miranda: 


I have a couple of things. First, I think Mr. Ricciardi's 
daughter would have to pay higher water rates as a result, 
that's the first thing about this plan. The s eco n d is the plan 
d oe sn't work and it doesn't work primarily becaus e of the 
problem Mr. T ur ne r encountered when he accelerated $4 million of 
the Pitt sburgh Water and Sewer Authority's money in 1993 earlier 
than it was s upposed to. What happened was from a gap basis 
standpoint it gets — you have a debt to cash and a credit to a 
liability called a deferred revenue. That debt and cr e d it axe a 
wash and it would leave us with a negative $40 million fund 
balance so Mr. O'Connor is cauect that while it would help us 
with our cash problems it would not help us with our fund 
balance problens because it is not a sale of the assets or a 
sale of the lease of the assets. We've looked into this with 
the accoun t ing firm over at the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority, we've looked at it with KPtG Peat Marwick at the City 
of Pit ts b ur gh, we've looked at this with Doctor Miller's staff 
at the Pennsylvania Ecancny League and I have talked to many 
profe sso r s in the acco unt ing profession. The pcoblsn with this 
approach is it's a def erre d revenue and to do a capital lease 
you have to forego c ontr ol of the assets and that's the only way 
you would debit cash and credit fund equity which is what needs 
to be done to help our fund balance. So what I'm saying is it's 
only the cash part of the problem is fixed, it doesn't raise the 
fund balance part of the problem so I would urge you to try to 
either withdraw. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Our problem is cash. We can talk about the other problems 
but also eight years from now it puts you hack in a good 
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situation and hopefully all of us are still here i eight years 
and we would not face the loss of six, seven or ten million 
dollar r e v enues. Again, with all due r espec t to the one group 
who works with the Hater Department, this is a great deal for 
the Hater Department and I don't question that. When ny kids 
went to college and I didn't really have the money in the bank I 
did not sell ny house which if I had to I'd sell ny shoes to put 
ny kids through college but I had ny home which may be 12 or 13 
years paid into it. X did not sell that house and rent a cheap 
ap artm e nt . X lent cut and got a home equity loan against the 
asset and hopefully once that heme equity loan is paid off and 
ny house will be paid off way before ny home equity loan will 
but I still have ttet asset and what I'm urging you to look 
at — at least not one day. TVro vreeks from now we analyze this 
and you say "0' Con n or you're wrong". Fine, I'll take ny hits 
but I urge everyone to don't give this asset awsy in one day 
without further options whether it be this one or something else 
and this comes not just fran me but from our budget department. 
We are giving up — whether it be fair or not this was the deal 
made. Now maybe down the road once we're on a better streak, 
better financial situation, if you want to play Santa riaug and 
let the Water DeparOnent off the hook, fine but as a business 
deal I urge ev e r y on e to hold this, let's look at it much harder. 
And this number here camp fran you $494 million as o p p osed to a 
quick fix of 85. 


Nr. Miranda: 

But that's not a valid ccnparison. You're carparing 
current dollars That is the protblan. There's no inclusion of 
the time value of money and your assunption of carparing — the 
number is as Councilman Berio pointed out $62 million is the key 
number that ve're talking about. A lot of which we would have 
had a tough time ^tting out of water rate payers. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

_We did all this, at least I did it and I have a lot of 

respect for Mr. Cannon. They are going to go o ver and run this 
like a business, cut out all the waste, run it more efficient 
and hopefully we don't have to co ver the reservoirs and all 
those things. I think with the new laws and hopefully there's 
same support in the new governor both federal and state we won't 
have these crazy unfunded mandates that — okay let roe take away 
that, if we can foresee at least let's go six years down the 
path, is that a fact or not that we will be getting $6.2 million 
at least to the Year 2001? That is not a pie in the s)y figure. 

Mr. Miranda: 

Xhat's correct. It would be caning though with the rate 
increases that ve jxit on the chart which are exorbitant rate 
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increases. If we did one or tre major reservoir covers in the 
$100 million ra nge, you're talking abcut 30 to 40 per c en t rate 
increases in addition to this payment. 

Hr. O'Connor: 

If they have to co v er the res erv oirs that's all our 
preplans with all of the water payers are going to pay out of 
the nose, that's a big problem. If they run it as an efficie nt 
^icintwc — last year what did the Water Depardnent give us last 
^ar? 


Hr. Miranda: 

It should be roughly about $7.7 million. 

Mr. O'Co nn or: 

Did you take that money? 

Mr. Miranda: 

Yes, we spen t it. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Three years fm» now you're not going to get that seven. 

Mr. Miranda: 

That's right. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Doesn't that frighten you? 

Mr. Miranda: 

What frightens me is running out of cash in August because 
we won't police, re won't have basic public safety pro t ection 
and re're signaling to every major business that re can't get 
our act together. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I'm asking you to consider this option re came up with that 
will give you the $40 million to pay the police officers and the 
retirees and everyone else that has to do business with the City 
and then in six years hopefully re will straighten out our 
fiscal problems. 
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Mr. Miranda: 


Here's the trade-off. I think your idea of bringing in 
sene money to help us with the situation is a sound one. What's 
not really sound in this is you're looking at it straight from a 
cash s tandpoint not from the standpoint of which the credit 
markets look at which is the gap basis. What you are going to 
do is by doing this you're going to keep our fund balance in the 
negative range for the next t hree two four years no natter what 
by doing it this way and I am saying to you if it's a choice 
betsreen doing it this way and doing it the Murphy Mninistration 
vray is pitting us within a good chance of laving a positive fund 
balan ce in a couple of years but it's the sag** a mo unt of money 
is what we're talking about I would urge this City Council to 
vote for the approach that we have proposed. I have looked into 
the accounting treaooent of this — I an an accountant by 
t rain ing and I have talked to many people in this and this is 
not feasible from the standpoint of eliminating our f u nd 
balance. It ad d s cash but it also adds a liability at the same 
p o i n t. So film our standpoint of just hewing narrowHuinded 
book aepe rs it doe sn 't work. 

Mr. O'Oomar: 

With all due respect some of the business people I know is 
what's in this pocket they pay their bins and if there's 
nothing what they bring in here they pay out of this pocket. I 
beg to differ with you because all we're doing is making a 
sweetheart deal for the Water Department and how are we going to 
pa y pol ice and fire without this $7 million four years now? 

n atter w hat the vater rates are, I hope they're low. i hope 
Mr. Cannon runs a good ship and he can hold the line or e v en 
lc*rer costs but who's going to pay without this $6 million how 
are we going to pay far our police fire? 

Mr. Miranda: 

The beauty of the whole transaction, what we're taivjng 
about is either it's our water rate payers or our property 
taxpayers. We're essentially talking about one in the same 
person, so you're constituents are benefiting when we do this 
deal and that's the incident. As far as what we do about the $7 
mill ion in the future, this City Council approved the Murphy 
Development Fund Initiative and that will start bearing 
fruits in the $7 mill inn range and we're confident that it will 
and those are the initiatives that we're looking at to grow the 
city out of this problem. That's our best long-run bet. 


Mr. O'Co n n o r: 

With all due respec t the Mayor controls the board so I 
think they would make the best decision for the city. You're 
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saying again nark your words — you're giving up a haphazard 
stream of money. We are giving up 40 years of a stream of money 
and I can't get that through. It's like if you again you hit 
the lo tto and so mebod y gives you $100,000.00 you are going to 
blow it. You're better off taking $10,000.00 a year for ten 
years, most of us. 

Mr- Ricciardi: 

The Board composition is made up of seven m a tter s. Four of 
the three mtt** re don't work for the Administration. Joe 
Pr es t on, Bob Provo with one of our trades. Gene 

Ricciardi, elected official and Ann Davis a consumer advocate so 
really in effect Mayor Murphy can pick up the phone and only hit 
three people that directly work for him, that really should be 
known. 

Also Mr. Mirancfa and I'll end with this. We've tried this 
plan in the past and it didn't help our fund balance so it's not 
so m e thing we can say that maybe it will work We've tried it 
last year and we saw what happen ed with the nr Titers and all this 
plan is identical to the one we've tried under the Masloff 
Administration and they had an idea and it helped us with cash 
but what did itdo with our fund balance. I have one question. 
If we didn't do this agreement today, what happens in August? 


Mr. Miranda: 


The first thing I would do is I'd impose immediate and I'd 
ask the Mayor to unilaterally inpose immediate recisions on the 
capital -budget because this is gong to pre vent us from going to 
the bond markets far the next couple of years because when you 
go the bend mark e t and you show than that cash graph which I 
would do they're not going to lend you anything, so that would 
be the first step that we would take immediate recisions on the 
capital budget. We wouldn't probably have enough money to do a 
street resurfacing prog ram , that's the first step. Second, we 
vould lock at seriously at the p rocess of an unfunded debt 
petition be c au se the kind of steps we could take would have to 
jeopardize public safety in the short run to go ahead and try to 
cane up with $50 million in cash. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Time out. We're giving you $40 million so don't accuse me 
of leaving the cookie jar. I'm substituting — I hope to answer 
Mr. Ricciardi's question. I'm giving you $40 million. This 
plan was giving you 50 and 10 and 10 so we're only a few million 
off but the difference in this plan is after six years you will 
continue to get $7 million. 
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Mr. Ricciardi: 

The difference in this plan Mr. O'Connor — 
Mr. Miranda: 

— we vrould not Mr. O'Connor by your own plan. 
Mr. O'Co nnor : 


Go to the chart, I beg to differ with you. You have two 
^ hartS * you please show him the chart on the right? This 

is the payment schedule — this is guaranteed focm the 

Water Department. Cn the right-hand side after year four and 
year five we start $6 mill ion. You're six and we get sixty-two. 
That's when it would kick back in. 


Mr. Mirancte: 


Yes, I under sta nd it. 


Mr. O'Connor; 

The only thing I'm giving up is on a short range is 
$800,000.00. This is really going down and that payment doesn't 
have much to do with it. 


Mr. Mirancfa: 

I would ap p eal to Mr. Ricciardi's argument that 

it's the Artninistration's position. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

If I nay. The difference in this plan that Mr. O'Connor 
not only is it ^ing to help us with cash but at least in the 
plan before us today by resolution and that is that we are not 
going to see double-digit rate increases above and beyond rate 
increases t hat axe needed to borrow money far coital 
laprovenents. The plan before us today that Mr. O'Connor has 
showed us is only going to take care of one aspect and that's an 
unnediate influx of cash. We are still going to be talking 
about a fund balance prob lan, we're still going to be talking 
about a deficit problan, ve're still going to be tal k i n g about a 
aouble digit problan in the future and we tried it in the past 
and it's just not worth it plus it's not fai r and it's not 
biting the bullet as Mr. Ferlo our President continues to say 
and that is that the Authority should be responsible to the rate 
payers if they need an increase and the tax and the City should 
be responsible to the taxpayers if they need additional 
revenues. let's separate people's responsibilities. We've tried 
this and it just didn't work. 
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Mr. O'Gomar: 

Toot doable digit does not take effect until the tear 2007. 
Let's back up. Even if it's six percent in the Tear 2001 when I 
cai h i would like to bring in the $6 million If — although 
Mi n te d yew may be saving the Water Department if thisis 
righ t and if they don't do a good jab in holding costs the 
would have 5.9 increase, what did the taxpayers have? We may 
have Hmihic digit on that side too so this is a bro-way street 
tere and so far it's only been one way tal k i n g about the water 
rates. 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

In the future Mr. O'Connor we're going to see hopefully Mr. 
Oohen's Pittsburgh initiative kick in, we're <^ing to see Mr. 
Murray's development fund kick in and we're going to need time 
to see if sane of our policies that we're setting th e .gro undwork 
for row work in the future b ecause if this doesn't happenwe're 
going to be cash poor and we're going to h ave a problem and even 
with your plan we're still going to have a problan in the 
iimediate future and it's not fair to — I don't think the 
Authority can m n i - imiP to borrow under the scenario- 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I'll sunnerize. What I'm trying to al lu de to, if the 
Murphy Afcnimstraticn kicks in whether it be Mr. Oohen's 
initiative or whose, in three years, four years things start 
working and we all want that. I can pit this into an anenctent 
if you take that money that at the Year 2001 r a t her than raise 
the water five » pnt we cnuld eliminate this and give 

this back to the Water Department so we could do both. If we 
wanted to play rich uncle to the Water Department %e could 
easily iminatia these payments but in the me a n time in case 
eve r yt hing isn't rosy — riw'rhoat gambl i n g/ initiatives c om i n g 
in. No matter how hard we try I certainly want to ui iiHFS id the 
Administration for going in the right direction. If the econony 
doesn't go right and things aren't working right and I think you 
would agree to this, we're going to be in ’worse shape six years 
ir on now and this could be an option. If it's rosy and things 
are working well then why not? We can always work a deal where 
we could transfer this for one dollar and not affect t he wate r 
rates if we want to play Santa Claus to the Water D ep a r tment. 
This is an ace in the hole that I beg you all to look at. Don't 
give up this ace in the hole. Work it out in this way and in 
fact I would like if Mr. Flaherty's office is here or Mr. 

Keller, can this — can we barxw this money real briefly. 
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Mr. Barrington: 


Excuse ne. Can I make cue point that I think is fairly 
important and tesn't been mentioned yet? This is a tra n sacti o n 
that has to benefit the Water Authority in order to enter the 

sorbets to raise the money. And to singly strip cash it 
has to netke sense to the Water Authority. There has to be some 
consideration received by the Water Authority and in this 
pr opo se d plan it's not clear to me what the benefit is to the 
Water Authority. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

First of all, can this being done? 


Mr. Keller: 


I think it could. There are options that could be used. 

We could sell one asset such as the treat men t plant or something 
that is the value of this and also as far as the 

<amr«nir benefits Councilnan O'Connor was talking about giving 
up one of the year's payments, I believe it's Year 2000. 

Mr. O'Canncr: 

Benefit to the Water Department would be — they would in 
the Year 2000 not make a payment. In other wards that is a $6 
million benefit* If that isn't rosy enough we can add more to 
it. I'm fair, I don't knew if they have been fair. I am 
willin g to make it a good deal. Tb me a good business deal is 
when both parties are happy. In this side the taxpayers are 
getting the short end and the Water Dep artmen t is getting the 
very positive end. I'm saying can't vrork it out where 
whatever they want back for their revenue if it be eight 
per ce nt — seme benefit I agree with you. There has to be a 
benefit for the Water Department. 


Mr. Miranda: 

Your perspective is a good one ex c e pt you're f or ge tt ing one 
thing and that is that vre raimed down a pretty bad deal down the 
throats — the IW5& in 1984 by making than live up to the 
schedule that escalates like Mount Eve re st like Councilman Ferlo 
said. Add to that again the r e se r v oir things, you're talking 
about — the main pr oblem is the assumption is not clear. The 
assunption is that you've already saddled the WSk with 
something that they will find very difficult to live up to and 
then vre're saying we're ready to nake a deal let's both benefit 
after you've saddled than with this. 
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Nr. O'Connor: 


In 1984 so mebody made a deal. You took the deal last year, 
you took the $7 million. You didn't say you didn't vent it 
because it's not a fair deal. You took the money and spent it 
and pRid us. Let's not play angels here. You took the money 
and you'll take the money this year, won't you? If this 
doesn't go through you are not going to say this isn't a good 
deal, lower the water rates and lay policanen off. He want to 
run like a business, it has to be an up fr o nt business deal 
for both of us. I am willing to give than the benefit. I'm 
saying give us two weeks to work the numbers with you. This has 
to be a dea l far both of you and it's certainly going to cost 
less to go out an a $40 million than a $80 million bond. In 
fact with these rate payments against the asset you can go to 
any bank and get a good deal. 

Tte Chair: 

Nr. O'C onnar * s plan is an the table I think everyone 
understands what he's suggesting. He'll go ar o u nd the table and 
have cements on both. Before I call on s omeone if I can make 
an observation because since this was released and I was briefed 
a week ago I've been winking with our budget staff too and 
trying to un de r s ta nd the deal and I put on ny old auditing hat 
and reviewed it. I thank Councilman O'Connar far putting in the 
time and caning up with an alternative plan however I see one 
major flaw in Nr. O'Connor's plan and the way this has been 
portr a y ed in the media too. I trould hope we would get all the 
facts on the table and I'd like to clarify what I mean by that. 

The one thing that should really be expo se d here is the 
o utr ageo u s deal that liras cut in 1984 and let's don't for g et this 
is not an arm's length transaction where we're selling something 
to an independent party. The person buying this asset, the 
per so n selling this asset is the sane per so n. If it's the Hater 
Authority they're paying it through vrater rates. If it's us 
they're paying it through the taxes; it's the same people. We 
sold an asset to ourselves for an o utr ageous amount and the 
factor in this is an unbelievable weight and I wish that's the 
story that cones out here. What I see and the reason I support 
the original bill that's on the table and this is the only 
reason, the reason I support this is because it's now starting 
to rectify the mistake that was made in 1984 and if there's 
anyone listening fron the Northside who I repres ent I had two 
calls today in r esponse to an article in the paper today that 
when I talked with than they didn't understand this. He are 
going to eliminate fixed rate increases if we do this that 
relate specifically just their paying for the purchase of this 
lease. And let me phrase it that this is a cap ital lease and if 
I'm not mistaken from ny accounting days a r^a pttai lease was 
just like the purchase. This is a purchase price they're 


612 








paying. We are basically changing the purchase price to 
ourselves and reducing the amount. I don't lave a problem with 
that. I do agree with Councilman O'Connor that vre will lose 
this cash flow that's caning in, we will lose it when the year 
is out but I don't mind doing it because it's based on 
increasing the tax rate s which are the same people that I 
r e p re s ent and I don't want a back door tax through the Water and 
Sarer Authority. If it is going to be treated then debate 
that issue here at the table which I'm oppo s ed to at this point 
and I'd rather look at ex pendit ures but we'll get to that point 
later. The reason I s u pp ort this deal is becaus e I really 
believe a change is — whoever did this hill in 1984 far 
whatever r eason it's out of line and I want to make it clear 
that I'm not disagreeing with any of Councilman O'C onnor 's 
n u t ters because what he said is accurate but I just disagree in 
how should deal with it because I want to get rid of these 
fixed rates to pay far an outrageous purchase that was made in 
1984 disguised as a capital lease. 

On top of that the other thing that disturbs me is that we 
sit here and vre're debating over the issue of the Water and 
Sewer Authority, City, who should be doing what. When we stress 
the issue that both the rate payers and the tax payers are the 
same people, one would even question why do we even sell this to 
ourselves but that is something that is done and we can't stop 
at this point. I think one of the main advantages of the 
Authority is that it's easier for the Authority to crack down on 
the deadbeats than it was far this body and for the 
a dm i n i s tration. Maybe it was political reasons, I don't know 
but for same reason it didn't happen when it was over here. 

Under an independent authority and I think it was ever y one who 
mild agree that the crackdown has been overwhelmingly popular 
in our districts becau se people are fed up with paying for 
people who are not paying. But in this particular here to 
look at these nu m bers that I guess would project it op pos ite 
iron 1994 is outrageous and what really frustrate d me an the 
reports out there is not $400 million ccnpared to $85 million. 

If you're going to talk about the $85 million we're talking 
about giving back $62 million. Sixty-two million dollars is the 
present value of that $400 mill ion. Eighty-five million dollars 
is the present value of the payments and it appM-ps to me the 
way vre arrived at this n u mb er because Councilman O'Connor a sk ^ d 
this and I don't it was a very good answer, why did we arrive at 
$85 m illi o n, not $100 million? I believe the reason we a r r > 
at that is bec a u se we figured out what the amount was that we 
could take that could eliminate these and live within the cash 
payment that's going out. So eliminate these, we take in the 
$85 million which is the number and the $62 million which is the 
present value of the $400 million represents these inrTpa<a»g 
that vre're eliminating. To me that's a very good move and I 
will be supporting the original plan based on those reasons but 
I will end with this and I talked to Director M i rand a today. It 
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iVm ag not iirringt e our running dpficnt problsn. We 
ejjjninate the 1994 deficit of $50 million and let me st ress 
that's 31, 1994 of $40 million when the Controller 

gives it to us. fte'U take $50 million from this payment and 
eliminate it. We'll take $15 million the second year and 
there's a g ood g foa n ne that we mnlri be running at a $20 million 
deficit in 1995. If you take the $15 million that's caning in 
that puts us at a $5 deficit into this year. If ran 

at another $30 million or $40 million the following year we 
still only have $15 million caning in. When this deal is over 
and and done, if we don't do anything else by year three we 
could have another $30 million deficit and this money is already 
spent. That's a given. However, it gives us three years to 
soke the ch a nge s necessary and there's only tso wys to do it. 

You either increase r e v enue or you decrease the expenses and 
that's scne thing this body has to be very active with the 
Mayor's Office- The Mayor prepares the bud^t fcwt I'm going to 
be asking the President as Chairman of Finance and anyone else 
that wants to get involved with our budget people to sit in with 
the iteycr's budget people and cane up with a joint plan and 
neybe that's when we bring in the businesspeople fran outside 
and the exper t s. Tb up with a plan and say if don't 
waste t axes what do we have to do or do you want to raise taxes 
and put all tte plans an the table and they should be debated 
here at the table. But at least this gives us sane leadway to 
do this. But to do what Counci limn O'Connor claims, the only 
reason I'm against it is that it gives us sane money tut it also 
keeps these in effect and I personally don't want these 
increases in effect. 

Mr. O'Co nn or; 

Can I stand c or rec t ed? I did cane up with another option. 
If we're so worried about the water increases starting in the 
Year 2001 or looking at that chart what you're saying is in the 
Year 2004 that's when the ten p erce nt kicks in. I'm saying 
barrow this $40 million that I am suggesting you take nw. You 
still have a r e ven ue stream until that year. This does not 
affect anything. If the Water Department does its job runs a 
good cost, maybe sells water which I think Mr. Cannon is c apab le 
of doing whether it be the ai r p or t or any new boroughs, if 
they're okay maybe they want to keep it and not raise the 
prices, we can keep our stream or if all the econonic benefits 
that we're working on and I contend the Mayor far doing, if they 
kick in we can forgive this thing. So we'd still hold this card 
so if you take the Year 2004 we can put in an anerctent that 
can review it in the Year 2004. 

The Chair: 

How much $40 million you're saying. 
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Mr. O'Connor: 


This plan we came up with can fluctuate fran $36 million to 
$45 million and not inte rfere — you are doing the sane thing. 
Instead of selling the house you are taking a hone equity loan, 
that's all I'm saying. 

The Chair: 

We already sold the house. 

Mr. O'Conn or : 

Mot the assets. 


The Chair: 

In 1984 the capital lease is just pret ty such like a 
purchase. At the end of the lease they own it. 


Mr. Miranda: 


No, we am it. Which lease? Are you talking about the 
tra n sa c tion — it wasn't an original capital lease. It was an 
operating lease where the Authority could use our assets would 
give us a certain aomt of mon e y . 

The Chair: 

Hw cone you call it a capital lease and all the wording 
that I read? 


Mr. Miranda: 

The new one is the capital lease. 

Mr. O'Co nncii : 

With ny plan we get enough money up front and the only 
thing vre're losing is the ten million fran the next two years. 
We're holding our assets — we are not giving up our asset but 
may be losing our you know what. 

For your argument and I respect that, I think you have a 
good point where in the Year 2001 or 2004 we will have the 
roney, then let's make the decision to say everything is working 
in our favor, let's not raise the water rates, let's not take 
these payments or lewer those payments or whatever that nay take 
tut unlike that Councilman the Year 2004 which is nine years 
away to be able to nake that decision. 
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The Chair: 


So in your plan it would include the tso per c e n t and the 
six per ce n t increase. 

Hr. O'Co nn or: 

Yes, in 2001 or 2004 you will have that r e v enue stream 
nrrryipg in. You can always make the decision like he didn't make 
last year — I don't want to take your $7 million. 

The Chair: 


You and I disagree. Hr. O'Connor is referring to a revenue 
stream still coming in and I call that artificial revenue 
stream. Today X think it's artificial. We sold something to 
ourselves and we are bringin g the revenue. 


Hr. Miranda: 


Hr. O'Connor, I didn't not take the $7 million revenue. 
Hr. O'Connor: 
we all did. 


Hr. Cusick: 

I'd like to make a quick stat ement and that is I think far 
the most part this Council has to accept this deal far several 
different reasons. One it gets our head above the water and 
two, X think it's the most re sp on s ible thing that we can do at 
this time. X think that it has been brought up several times 
not only by Councilman Ferlo, Counci limn Qn ora to and this is 
something that I hope you will be able to onrmrit to us today and 
then we'll put a diking group t o get h e r to deal with our 
revenues and our expenditures. 

I appreciate what Hr. O'Gannar said before but I do think 
this is a good ixisiness deal because X think we're out of 
business if we don't do the deal and I applaud you because you 
war two hats and I know this is probably s ometimes very 
frustrating for you also because you can see sane of the pluses 
for both the Water Authority and the pluses for the City and you 
have to in seme way equal that out. I hope that move along 
with this today and that we sit dewn tan or ro w , as early as 
tomorrow to start working out sene of our financial and fjgral 
problems that the City is facing no* and in the future thank 
you. 
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Mr. Hertzberg: 

I know you waited hard on this. I remsrber I was appointed 
to a re-apportionment cannissiotn once and I stayed up all night 
working on an alternative plan and got one vote, ray c**n, but I 
think if we go back to your analogy on the house, don't sell the 
house, you have to look at whether it's desirable to sell the 
house or not. Do we want this house? The ans*rer is no. As 
part of our whole plan to divest ourselves and move the whole 
operation to tte Water and Sewrer Authority it's something ve 
should be doing anyway so let's do it. And when we're talking 
about and you're talking about a revenue stream as if this money 
is cooing in from some foreign land, it is not. It is c an i n g 
from city residents, it is caning from city taxpayers. So 
built this bogus lease in fran 1984. Ever y body knows it's no 
good. The Hunters here are just drawn out of thin air and it's 
trade it into tte cash cow that e very one crap la ins about. Let's 
get rid of it. This is tte right way to do it. Hem did we 
develop the purchase price? That causes me sane hesitation 
because there should be a way we can go out and appraise it, 
what would somebody else pay for all this stuff? Would that be 
the right way or not but 1 don't know that it matters b ecau se 
either way tte sour ce of tte funds is all tte same. It's the 
taxpayers in tte City of Pittsburgh and what are going to do if 
we go into this plan and in the Year 2000 or whatever when this 
thing kicks back in under your plan Bob, we'll be conpetitive 
everywhere. Hopefully we'll keep our other taxes under control 
but suddenly we'll have the highest water rates in the whole 
country and that's not acceptable to me either. So 1 think the 
best thing to do is get everything over to tte Water and Sev^r 
Authority, make it accountable for its rates. Its rates won't 
go up based on the fact that tte City of Pitt sburgh needs more 
cash flow. It's rates will go ip because rates should go ip 
because maybe they need to go out and they need to spend more in 
capital and I think this is heading in that direction. I think 
tte Mayor is for the first time as a Jteyor addressing tte 
problem of our declining loss in tax revenue. He's addressing 
it head on and he's trying to do things about it and this is the 
direction we should be moving in. How are we going to increase 
revenues in ways? That is by getting more tax base. Getting 
more people, getting more businesses in tte city. That's the 
long-term approach and this is all part of that plan to do that 
and I'm on board with this plan. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I agree with what Councilman Hertzberg just said. Tte way 
this authority can operate like a business is if it takes 
revenue in and expends what it needs to expend without having 
big brother over there taking a great deal of mon ey fran it like 
it's been done in many years. Mr. Chair, is this a risk that 
we're taking today? Yes, it is. But it would be a much greater 
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risk to the pecple of Pittsburgh if *>e didn't take this step. 
Obviously we have a very serious bud^t d ef ici t that Mr. Miranda 
outlined and that budget def i c i t is hurting the people of 
Pittsburgh e v er y dsy and there's no question that the sale of 
r frocp /-r»pii-aT assets to the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
^n‘n cany us a long way in solving cur short-term defic i t and 
ai«ar> aiip»j us to avoid future water rate iifcj.fia ses. So for that 
reason I think we would be insespons^ de not to vote for this 
sale. However, the point that Oai nri lnwn Onorato marie ear, 
is one that I want to and that is that this one step 

will not solve our budget problems and we can't look at it as i f. 
it will. It will not corplgtely put cwr fiscal hous e in order 
in the long run and we have to take specific concrete steps nw 
in cider to be able to have a balanced budget in 1997 and beyond 
and I know Director that you agree with me an that of course. 

The plan le - m p s more difficult be ca u se of the ste p vre t ake 
today axd we have to acknowledge that. It b uxines mo re 
difficult of the loss of an annual stream of revenue of 

$7.5 to $8 million but as I said b ef ore, our losses w ill b e much 
greater if we didn't take the step Ixrt I want to see from the 
ftAninigtra^ion a gpggific plan in writing before I take a f i n a l 
vote on this hill. I want to see a plan for the next ten years, 
rot just the next three years and that means realistic revenues 
and realistic expenses. Just like a family that finds itself in 
debt, we have to create a plan to chart our progress on a 
ronthly, on a quarterly and on a yearly basis and Mr. Chairman, 
when you talk about the ocnmittee that you're setting up, I want 
to he a part of that caunittee. But we also hav e to ask 
ourselves how did we get into this mess in the first place? 
Because unl ess we acknowledge our problens we aren't going to 
solve rYm and our problem is and let no one think otherwise 
that in the last 15 years we have lost more population, we have 
lost more jobs, we have lost more per capita incane than any of 
the top 25 regions in tie United States of Am e ri c a . That's the 
problen. Our tax base has eroded and it continues to erode so 
the City has scrambled far as long as I have been on Cou ncil to 
find ways to divide and re-divide the same shrinking economic 
pie and unless we increase the size of that pie are going to 
continue to have these problems. 


As Director Miranda said, revenues have c ou p l e in u nder 
budget this year. That is not a s u rpr i se and I'm sure it's not 
a surprise to him. They have in the past and they will con tinue 
to in under budget as our tax base continues to erode. So 
what is the solution? The solution is to attract jobs, to 
attract people to our region. Enlarge the size of the pie and 
not keep fighting over how to divide that pie and that's what 
Mayor Murphy's development fund is all about, that's what ny 
Pittsburgh Growth Initiative is all about that Council s upport ed 
and the good news is that we have terrific assets. We as a city 
have terrific assets. We have great natural r e sour ce s , have 
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vibrant neighborhoods, we have a very dedicated* labor farce, we 
have a s tr ong coaporate camunity and a foundation cxnniniity 
etc.. What the Mayor is doing and what vre're doing and what we 
have to do is to reverse this trend of population loss and job 
loss. In fact in ny view Mr. Chairman that is more inport ant, 
much more inpartant than this vote that we will take today 
h p cai igg this vote will help us get back on track on the 
short-tem. It is not going to help us get back on track in the 
long unless we attr act jobs and peopl e back to our region. 

Finally let me say this. There is another way to get a 
short-tenn windfall and I am not putting this up as an 
alterative like Mr. O'Co nn or had one. That short-term windfall 
far the City of Pittsburgh should have been, should have cane 
fran Washington to the enporexment zone legislation. 

In T*>r-exr*vrr of 1594 Washington gave the following amounts 
to the following cities: In a single package: Ho Cleveland, 

$90 million, this hill before us today is for $85 million; 
Baltimore, $100 million; Detroit, $100 million; Atlanta, $100 
million; Phi’iaripiphWnamdEn $100 million; What did the City of 
Pittsburgh get? Vfe got $3 million that we have to share with 
all the towns in the Mon Valley so for the City of Pitt sburgh 
we're lucky if we get one-half million dollars. Pitt sburgh 
isn't getting its fair share fran Washington either and that in 
ny view is a very inpartant part of the package because it used 
to be said that when Washington sneezed Pittsburgh caught a 
cold. Well, bec a u se of this City's lack of aggressiveness and a 
lack of fight in Washington, we have haven't caught a cold we 
have caught pneumonia and it's getting worse so what I am saying 
today in the s tron gest possi b l e terms that I can is yes let's 
vote vote for this but have to put our fiscal house in o rder 
in the long term with specifics and two, we have to have a more 
a ggress ive focused effort in Washington to be able to get our 
fair share. Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

First of all I think we have said it repeatedly and I think 
we need to reiterate the water rate payer is the city taxpayer 
is the rate payer is the taxpayer is the rate payer and right 
itw they have burden an their shoulders depending an what 
particular part of the month they are paying what particular 
bill. My vote today is separate and distinct in rpnn a of the 
logic and the rational for either vote. The changes to the 
corre c t ion memo on the op erat ing budget I s upport because of the 
changes in the discussion earlier. The p ro p o sa l that is on the 
table right now about the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority I 
s u ppo rt irrespective and independent fran the fact that it's an 
windfall of revenue back to the op e r a ting budget so ny vote for 
that is far the rational I talked about <**^1 i«=*r just in twni s — 
since Council by najority and the Administration have rfg cidpri 
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that they want the Water and Sewer Authority to be more of a 
working utility along the lines of trsinpfs s ^ 
prijcipies then it nates sense also to give than the taden of 
the infrastructure so that ary fu t ur e burden to the crater rate 
payers is directly related to the npprfs of the Water and Sewer 
Authority to sate repairs and corr ec t the systems so they have 
water and sewer services operational and then in evaluation of 
that authority wtetter it be a fisca l aud it, financial audit or 
performance audit can be quantified because we have pit the 
burden on that d? trac to r on that boa rd and far that reason it 
tnavog sense. The other reason it makes sense and I h ave sai d 
this for seven years that I've been here, I've alwtys resented 
the fact that they it an indirect cost back to the City, 
recovery payment back to the City, it has been a coaplete scam 
and a fr aud on the rate payers as well as the City taxptyers 
because that's a hidden income that canes back to the City's 
opera ting tofo * and it was n e v er clear to the rate payers what 
that burden is so it mates sense fina ncially - 

I don't like charts but there's one chart that everybody 
stould have freaked out about and it's this chart, th e last 
tine the City of Pittsburgh bonx*red money to run its operating 
government was in the year 1794 when a few townspeople got 
r« w j3 t’ h g»T- pitched in because they vranted to set up a Clerk's 
Office and they agreed they would pay themselves back later and 
that's the last time the City of Pittsburgh's operating kudget 
went out to borrow money. We have succeeded up until this past 
January in not having to go out and pay interest on money that 
we need to run the City's operating budget so to me this is the 
one alarming cata str op h ic chart that I think we need to focus in 
on and unfortunately and I think it's well meant, today's 
discussion and I supported having a separate budg et summit 
meeting we're having here today b ecau se it gives us a three and 
one-half hour p* ricd of time where vre can have same frank 
discussion about where we're going in terms of all the policy 
changes. It took the pr opo s al the IWSA and the corrections memo 
to uci ' u? 1 over to kind of give us the forum that we ne ede d but I 
would still encourage us to have a continued discussion. Not 
necessarily in of holding up votes today but I think what 

we need is to have a working group with Chairman Qnorato that 
can work with the Administration beginning as we leave these 
chanters because it is clear and I have a couple of specific 
questions to the Controller's staff that are here today if they 
could join the table and I want to ask a couple q ue stions to 
nake me feel more comfortable on voting this. It's very clear 
that notwithstanding this windfall but we will receive some cash 
a mo unt of money back to the city budget. I want to be clear. 
First of all I asked for either a comfort letter either legal 
counsel or bond counsel or somebody independent, I'd like same 
ca nf o r t letter about the transaction itself and I don't knew 
that we received that yet and if there's going to be a final 
vote tomorrow I want that letter. That's Number One and Number 
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Ttoo — 


Mr- Miranda: 


— mfm t in the sen se of details of the t ran saction. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

That it's legal and it's got to he something ttet DCA is 
going to approve . The con ce r n I have and may be you can ansv^r 
this or the C ontr oller's office staff. Is it clear emphatically 
that the proceeds that we get will be able to be applied to the 
City's fund balance in terms of the CAFR Repor t ?. 


Mr. Miranda: 


Yes. 


Mr- Ferlo: 

So we will be able to deal with deficit reduction and it 
will show that under the gap. 

Mr. Miranda: 


In 1995. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

I guess it was the third week in March that's when I had a 
p re ss statenent a couple weeks ago we received the year-end 
r epo r t from the City C ontr oller's Office. The year-end r epor t 
recognizing that it was an a cco unt ing of both revenues and 
expenditures and that was also another red flag that we needed 
to look at. I know you're waiting to make sane kind of 
statene nt relative to the consolidated annual financial report 
sometime around May 1 but that also is a baraneter going back to 
Mr. O'Connor's earlier eo nagm about having acc urate r eports and 
a sense of our spending and whe th er or not we're meeting the 
obligations we have becaus e when you look at that r ep ort and I 
don't renenter the specific ranters but it would suggest that 
even this year alone we're going to be anywhere fr om 15 to 25 
million dollars out of sync. In other words, we wilrcontinue 
to contribute to the City's operating budget deficit 
notwithstanding this windfall under the' Pittsburgh Water and 
Setrer Authority proposal. Because those figures are pretty 
drastic when they show a great reduction in revenue from real 
estate receipts. There are a lot of expenditures that the 
Administration didn't book until January. I know that CAFR will 
book them for fiscal year 1994 but the operating year and 
statenent fran the Controller's Office I think there was a 
January payment on health care and possibly Duquesne Light, 
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Equitable Gas — 

Mr. Poknra: 

_there were $8 million in 1 labilitie s■ 


Mr. Perlo: 

It's worse than actually year end animal Controller's 
report. 


Mr. Pokora: 


I think our gap basis is going to sho? that it isn't as 
bad. We're looking at ap pro xim ately 33 to 34 million dollar 
fmxi budget deficit far 1994. 

Mr. Perlo: _ • .. 

Notwithstanding this windfall, re have haven't systenucaiiy 
changed the City's operating twdget as has been pointed out 
aariiw from Mr. Ctarato. We have not dealt w ith t hat and the 
votes that we are giving today may facilitate getting sane 
windfall mo ney with a vote an Pittsburgh Water and Serer 
Authority and the budget co x rerticri manos just basically 
actually stipulate what our actual expenditures are goi ng to be 
in various itaos but to ge th er we keep saying the Aininistration 
is going to do this. I still see this as kind of a tre-way 
str eet here because if a majority agreed that we're not going 
to raise taxes and generate other revenues then re 're really 
talking about making sane significant changes in tr-mts of hew 
the City's operating budget and what actually city gjveM en t 
looks like and re haven't really initi ate d that discussi on and I 
guess to sane extent I agree with Hr. O'Co nnor 's e a rl ie r 
cc t poms when ha says that when there's major changes in the 
operations of govemnent as we have knewn them in the past such 
as the water and sewer oper at ing authority deal, it has to be a 
two-way s tr ee t . This Council legislatively needs to be involved 
in of those decisions and I think this rerking group that 
gets famed really needs to think pr e t t y fund amentally on how it 
wants to do business differently in the city gjveuiuent if a 
majority is cannitted to not raising taxes or raising revenues 
and I almost think we need to actually cone up with each and 
every suggestion and same of them may be radical. Sane of them 
may even talk about charging for garbage pickup or contracting 
it out. It nay talk about not running the QE syston as re knew 
it. Now I may not before those but I really think this rerking 
group if we're sincere about the op er ating budget needs to 
actually talk about all those things, otherwise re're going to 
be here in the sane table at the end of the year with a 20 to 25 
million dollar budget deficit. We will begin depleting the 
revenues fran this windfall and re may get through another 
mayoral election without a tax increase but re're not ^ing to 
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dagl ultimately with the prablon. So I would hope that the 
charge to this working group is to actually come up with a 
mater of proposals that we can actually lock at regardless of 
how distasteful they may appear. I think we can prioritize 
after that what's acceptable but I'd like to give the charge to 
that ccmnittee to think very broadly about governmental 
oper a tions and I hope that we keep that in mind going into it. 

On this thing the rate payer — and the other thing about 
this deal is that if the rate payer paying the water hill, that 
burden an that rate payer should be reasonably tied to what the 
actual functions are of the Pitt sburgh Water and Se^er 
Authority. The b ur d en that falls an the t ax pa y er should that 
burden financially fall an the tax payer based an the 
operational per forman ce of services based on city g over nn en t and 
to the extent and that's why I talked about this schizophrenia 
earlier. If □coicil is deciding it wants to change servi ces or 
cut back services or add servi ces thm the tax payer should 
reasonably know what they're getting for their dollar and the 
rate peyer at the Water and Sesrer Authority should know what 
they're getting far their dollar and it should be a separation 
between the taro and that's really fundamentally wty I support 
the proposal that's on the table. 

The Chair: 

Other discussion? We have all four an the hill^ an the 
table. Hr. O'Conn or . 


Mr. 0'Conn or : 

Before we close this bill. What is your yearly H iri g pt- in 
the Water Department? Ballpark. 

Hr. Miranda: 

About 50 to 60 million dollars. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Ten percent of that is caning back to the City in lieu of 
rent or whatever for the structures that somebody — our tax 
base maybe it was our fathers or grandfathers pa id far an this 
infrastructure. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

And the nu mber continues to increase though. 

Mr. O'C onnor : 

It's an inflationary growth so it should stay the same. Do 
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you think if we <±> this deal that we will lower water rates 
since you're getting a ten per cen t windfall? 

Mr . Miranda: 


Mr. Ricciardi, Mr. Ferlo and Mr. Qnarato and yourself have 
gone to great pains to say that this is not a deal that 
oi iTivinat-jac; future rate hikes, period. What it doe s is r educ es 
rate hikes to the schedule tre produced than what they would 
otherwise be. Depending an the stringency of federal mandates, 
depending an how our infrastructure enables, it's an aging 
infrastructure, those types of things will entail capital 
expenditures which rail include sane type of rate increase. In 
fact, just to pay the current debt on the books of the FW5A 
rates hikes have already been assumed through a nother ten to 
fifteen years just to pay what we currently owe so so me minimum 
duuunt of rate hike is going to go an, it's just that it vran't 
be as large as wtet it was in the past. 

Mr. O'Gannor: 

There are other options that we can cap it at no increase. 
In other wards if as you say 15 years from now we may have to 
raise the rates ten percent, we can put it in an amendment to 
lower that so it would never happen. There are ways to work 
that. You are going to give us numbers today, right? 

Mr. Poknra: 

That's correc t . We can give you a ballpark figure today. 
Mr. O'Co nn o r : 

We went through that last year. 

Mr. Poknra: 

In January. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Nobody including nyself wanted to believe you. 

Mr. Poknra: 

We looking at a 34 million dollar negative fund balance for 

1994. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Then w have another $20 million? 
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Mr. Poknra: 


That is total. 

Mr. 0'Connor: 

Oir total problem is $33 million. All I'm asking far, what 
harm w«ld it be far one week to hold this one week far us to 
keep working privately on whether it be this plan or other plans 
with all the options and I think ny colleagues have save good 
concerns. They don't want to use this as a cash cow, they don't 
vent to raise rates, etc. What is the rush? I'm asking you to 
hold it one week. 


Mr. Miranda: 

First, I support the Mayor's position is not to hold it and 
to move an the transaction. I'd like to rationalize it by 
saying that the narkst far tax exa rp t paper is pretty hungry 
right no* and we're going to get s ane very low rates as we've 
structured the transaction right now. Moreover currently as it 
stands it's going to be like sanebody stealing h™* plate as 
far as the squeeze play becau se we won't get the money until 
probably just given the schedule of the bond transaction until 
the m i d dl e or end of July and that's puts us very close to that 
low b lotc h that I showed you an the graph. So as it stands we 
submitted the transaction ten days ago or so and we 
Council in separate sessions and individually on this 
transaction. Ten days have gone by and we would like the 
transaction to move at this point and we see little benefit in 
playing with alternative scemrios given ttet the accounting 
rules essenti ally are driving us to do it this way. 

Mr. 0'Connor: 

It's been a long meeting and I don't want to drag xt out 
too much longer. Mr. Cohen asked far three to ten year plan so 
he kncws what he's facing tw> or three years fran now as far as 
a gi^ntic tax rate or a gigantic cut. 


Mr. Miranda: 

What I can provide is a five year financial forecast to 
you. Otherwise if you make me go out to ten years I'll have to 
include sane gambling revenues as Philadelphia did. I can give 
you a range of what the gap closing initiatives will have to be. 
What i can't give you is again because Council hasn't given us 
blessings of what those cuts will be but I can at least forecast 
toyou what the size of the gap will be that we'll all have to 
cane together and a ddr ess. I fully appreciate your conments and 
I agree the problem still is there and I accept Councilman 
Ferlo's invitation so and does Deputy Iteyor Sirabe>n* and we 
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will be working with you more closely with your budget: staff to 
try to reach sane agresnent and the types of steps we need to 
take. 

Mr. CTCo nn or: 

Wiat I would like to do then because Councilman Cohen has 
asked far it and a lot of us want to know the five year — I 
would ask far a vote of one week to work with Mr. teller and 
yourself to see if whether this alterative that he and I came 
up with is close to working. Maybe it isn't but X think it's 
sanething you ought to consider. It's basically what you're 
doing only an a different scale. I don't think it has to be one 
plan against ano t her. I wish had a little more tine to 
analyze it including yourself. 


Mr. Miranda: 

I would like to say that for t hree months I've w o rk ed on 
this transaction since the beginning of this year and in all 
honesty we 1eve looked at this approach and the problan as Mr. 
Pokora will point out is that the current s tru c t ure does not 
solve our fund balance problan. 

Mr. Bokora: 

The current proposal by the Akninistration far the Water 
and So w er Authority is a two win situation that ad dr e ss es the 
cash problem Director Miranda estimated we will get August txzt 
it doesn't ad dr ess the negative fund balance that we're 
projecting of 34 million dollars. Your plan would address the 
cash flow but not the negative fund balance. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

We are not delaying anything. I am saying very clearly 
that this is a windfall. We have to have a working group that 
is going to meet prior to the Meyar's preliminary b u dge t address 
in November b ec au se I am saying very clearly, I offered very 
distasteful notions of different changes in geverment that I 
iryself may not even be able to support. I'm saying that that 
working group with this administration has to do that this year 
prior to the budget address for 1996 independent of this 
financial situation we're discussing. There's no anoke and 
mi n o rs here. We have a $33 million plus deficit — 

mr. Hertznerg: 

— point of order. 

Mr. Ferlo: 
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— ny point of o rd er is that I think we should move on the 

bill. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

My point of or der is Mr. O'Connor what you've been getting 
at is to hold this far one week if you want to make a motion to 
hold make it, I don't think you lave a se cond and if not let's 
vote on it. 

Mr. Qnorato: 

Is there a se cond to hold far one week? We'll take two 
bills at a tine. The first two bills, Bill Mo. — 


Mr. Berio: 

— I just want to make clear. The only reason I'm not 
seconding his motion to hold far one week is that I have a 
coamitznent fran the Administration to have a serious working 
group that is going to look at seme systasic changes. 


Mr. O'Oonnar: 

I agree with Mr. Berio and I think what I am asking is, 
this other plan would hold that and hold us all accountable 
before we give the s t or e away. We have 40 million dollars in 
cash and we do what Mr. Berio said. Get out our shopping o r der 
and if that happ e n s before January we all win. 

The Chair. 

On Bill Mo. 1814 and Bill No. 1815 are the two budget 
adjustment bills. If we can terve a roll gall vote on those two 
bills. Mr. Cohen had his question answered. 


Mr. Cohen: 

I did have an earlier question and I'm sorry to hold 
Council up but I did have a question for Deputy Mayor 
about the ccnmanders and I believe it was on the bill. 

(AT TH IS POINT, MS. EHXEBEL RELIEVED ME OF STENOTYPING THE 
MEETING) 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE WITH NO Tfigg QF CONTEXT) 


MAP? ANNE HRU5KA 
STENOTYEE REPORTER 
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(CONTINUED CEMENTS) 


Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. Sixabella, I had just a couple of questions 
fyyrlipr about the police ccmnanders, because this, 
obviously, is an inpartant restructuring of the Police 
pppatlinent. 

The change in < ^ that you are asking us 

fran today is Urn 11 to 20, and then from police 
lieutenants, 38 to 36. If you could, first of all, just 
explain the increase in ccmnanders. 

Mr. Sixabella: 

Tb explain the increase in ocrananders, I t h i n k 
we need to look at just the dwingraphic s of what is 
happening in today's police farce due to retiranents. 
Right now today, we have 50 percent of cur police 
officers have less than three years' e xper i en ce and 80 
percent at the end of this year will have less than five 
years' experience. That brings into light ta«K) s pe ci f ic 
anaag that we "pprf to improve on; one is to increase 
supervision, and two to increase — and aggressively 
increase — the training that takes place with our 
police officers. 

In the area of increasing supervision, we feel 
st r ongly that at this point in tine we need to increase 
not only at the iximan de r level, but also the lieut enant 
level, and also, as we just did recently, prc im t e d 41 
seargents. With that increase of supervision coupled 
with a very aggressive training cnrrimluni that is being 
developed and is ongoing, bit is going to get a lot 
stronger, we feel we can tackle the prob lqns and we 
think with the o pp o rtu nity that we have nor with a very 
young police force. 


Mr. Cohen: 

How many of these contenders are going into — 
obviously, they are all in supervision, really, bit how 
nary are going into training? 

Mr. Sixabella: 

Training, themselves? 


Mr. Cohen: 

Who would be in charge of the training? 
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Mr. Sixabella: 


Train ing, there will be an individual 
resp o n s ible for the Training Academy. The Chief has to 
make final designations. Wtet are looking at 
fundamentally is right new there are nine 0, there are 
11 budgeted. With the retirements that are expected in 
the next two months, we will have 19 ccnmander 
positions, that is up 4 fr an prior to last year's cut. 

We teve relooked at that and we felt there is a need for 
that kind of supervision. That supervision also nee ds 
to cone with it not an increase, but a full ccnpliment 
of lieutenant vacancies. Right now with the praDOtian 
of 5 lieutenants into ccnmander levels, we have 16 
vacancies in lieutenants. We will be filling those 
lieutenant positions shortly. There is a list that is 
expiring soon and « will make appointments by Friday 
from that list. There is another list that will be 
caning with other requirements that are ne c es sary in 
fp nift of our ripnrr p - a jShieg , in i-p t th q of the natter of 
people — demog raph i cs as lieutenants. And we also have 
41 sergeant positions we recently promoted. They are 
all in training toge th er. We think that that with, 
again, need to i ncre a s e our training far individuals, 
not only the Acadeny training, but also the in-service 
training. 


Mr. Cohen: 


Mr. Chairman, 1 would like to ask that order be 
maintained at the table, please. I know this isn't the 
Water and Se^r Authority issue, which is inport an t, but 
this is public safety, which is also inportant. 

What you are saying. Deputy Mayor, is that you 
will have 19 contenders filled, that 16 lieutenants 
shortfall, if that is the right tern, vacancy, that we 
have now, will be filled, so that we end up having 38 
lieutenants and 19 contenders? 


Mr. Sixabella: 


Exactly. The situation is we have 11 vacancies 
in lieutenant. We are promoting 5 into contender levels 
because chose fran s ergean t and lieutenant lists. 
Therefore, will have 16. There is a lieutenant list 
that expires on April 15. We will be naking 
appointments fran that list. There is a new list that 
will be out after that approximately 30 to 90 days with 
a whole new testing list. We have developed that 
through Per sonn el. 
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Mr. Cohen: 


T+iarik you. I wanted that hi dge t change to be 

explained. I appreciate it. Deputy Mayor. 

.(H© OF REMARKS.) 

Tr anscri bed by: Helen I*. Krieb el _ 

Pelleting Stenotype Reporter 
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(H0GMJHG - 1R. CXHEN'S COMNTS OJ BUIS NO. 1669 AND 1670, 
WEENESDHY, APRIL 5, 1995) 


Mr. Cohen: 


Thank you, Mr. Chair. You and I have discussed this 
several tines. I do believe that there is such a thing as 
aggressive panh a ndlin g and certainly it goes on in air city 
occasionally. It ay district t here are four business districts, 
major irm n erc ial districts, ne i ghborh ood business districts, 
Forbes Avenue in Squirrel Hill that I share with Councilman 
O'Co nnor , Walnut S tr ee t in Stadyside, Liberty Avenue in 
Bloomfield and Craig Street in North Oakland and I have gotten 
complaints an occasion about aggr e ssive panhandling. I oiuuaiJ 
the s ponsor far putting these forward. I have r e se r va tions 
about one bill and the voucher bill I'm very much in f avor of. 
And ny res ervat ions are that I think that the bill duplicates 
state law and you and I have discussed this and I think re 
disagree on this but existing state law already prohibits 
aggressive panhandling and it did ask far a legal opinion at the 
public hearing which was a reek ago I believe and I an not happy 
that re don't have a legal opinion for this so barring — 
because re don't have a legal opinion I did ny own legal 
research and d iscovered that I believe the state law does do 
what your bill at tempt s to do and that is to pr ohibit this kind 
of cond u ct. It's not as specific but at the saie tine it does 
prohibit this co nd u c t. As I read the aggressive panhandling 
bill, not the voucher bill, it really prohibits three kinds of 
cond u ct. One is physical contact with a citizen. TWo is 
following a citizen and three is any attempt or threat on ttet 
citizen to put that citizens in fear of bodily ham and the 
harassment section of the State Crime Code does exactly that as 
I read it and that is Section 2709 of the Crimes Code here of 
Pennsylvania, harassment is bro k en up into three sections which 
pretty much track the sections in this bill. One is it says a 
person cauoits a summary offense when with the intent to harass, 
annoy or alarm another person. The first one with the 

physical contact. Diff erent words certainly but I think it gets 
to the same conduct and that is it says it says first of all "if 
he or she strikes, shoves, kicks or otherwise subjects the 
per so n to physical contact or attaints or threatens to do the 
sane so it is not just a physical touching or anything s tr o n ger 
than that but actually attainting or threatening to do the 
and I do think it covers the first section of your definition of 
aggressi v e ness . 


The second is following a per s on being solicited and it 
does say in Section Tre of the State Code Harassnent Section, 
"... following a person in or about a piKi i n piaro qx- piar-og . h 
A nd the third in the bill that will be before us is putting a 
person in fear of eminent bodily ham and I agree with Mr. 
Onorato that that is the kind of language ttot is used in the 
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criminal cod e and I don't see it as being unconstitutional but I 
do think that the assault statute which is also in the Crimes 
C od *» Section 2701 on Single Assault which says# “attenpts to pit 
another in fear of e min en t serious bodily bam does 

that’. So my p m rt en* with that bill is that I think it does 
duplicate law and there are certainly instances where 

the p">have arrested panhandlers because as you said the 
arm has cmglained about it that where the police have arrested 
panhandlers for being aggressive.* I heard a re port this uoming 
unconfirmed reports so I have asked far information about it 
that a panhandler was arrested just this week, an aggressive 
panhandler, so I think the law is there and far that reason I 
can't s up por t this hill because it is a duplication. On the 
hill about the vouchers though as I said fron the beginning I 
think it's a very creative idea. I want to oauoend Mr- Onorato 
for putting this forward. I think that this is a very 
constructive i d*** far addressing a problem and I appreciate Mr. 
Onorato taking out the one section about the Bureau of Building 
Inspection and limiting the matter of than on the street. That 
was in this Mil and with ttet taken out I can s upp o r t that 
ttenk you. 

(END of cowans) 

PREPARED BY: MUST AJWE HROSKA 

STQCTYPE REPORTS* 
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Mr. Ber tzbe rg: 


I have no other questions on that itan although I have same 
on the other ones. 

The adj us tm e nts related to the Pennsylvania American Water 
Ccnpany r ein b urse nent. It looks like a wash kind of thing where 
we are paying out and getting it back in fran the Water 
Authority, why was that anitted? 


Hr. Miranda: 

Councilman Ricciardi would be the best person to speak on 

that. 

Hr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you Hr. Bertzberg. May be the r ecord should be clear 
an the Man-Salary Section, Itan 15, Paige 3 and the Revenue 
Section, Itan 2 and 3 concerning the non- depar ta aenta ls. 

Municipal Obligation far nan-city water agency. Iteybe just sane 
history and background and Councilman Ferlo also knows it very 
vrell but sever al of our neighborhoo ds south and southrest here 
in the City of Pittsburgh do not have water fran the Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority Water, instead they have 
the Pennsy lvania American Water Crapany which is fifty cents of 
a rate per 1,000 gallons. Throughout history this body, each 
mem b er of this body s upport ed subsidizing those taxpayers south 
and southwest of the City of Pittsburgh in order so they would 
be paying the sane rate. It's a good policy in teens of 
fairness but it's also a good policy in tezms of eopnenric 
development because as we know mary businesses both fwinmriai 
and others use water here in the City of Pitt sburgh . What 
happened Hr. Hertzberg during the changeo v er of the Authority 
being of an operating authority, obviously everything was on the 
table at that time and this subsidy of $3.3 million is a big 
number so that also was on the table. At this point under your 
leadership and Hr. Cusick who obviously was looking out for the 
best interests of your neigh b orhoods and this body as a whole 
d ec i d ed that it should not be on the table. That the subsidy in 
effect should continue and should be made by the Pitt sbur gh 
Water and Sevrer Authority so in effect when we were at that time 
doing the changeover it was in there having the Pittsburgh Water 
and Sarer Authority the ability to wipe it out. At that time 
Hr. Ferlo also brought it up we node sure that it would need to 
come before this body. So what in effect happened though since 
everything was an the table it was reflected that it was wiped 
out so we have to make sure the record clearly reflects that. 

But I would like to make it clear that this body, each and every 
matter of this body has s upporte d — we will ran it a faimocg 
policy — that those people that do have Pennsylvania American 
Water Ccnpany be site id i zed for the additional payment, it's 
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Mr* Miranda: 

No, it is not. The inpact of this wculd be paid out of 
existing code accounts. 


just put it in as other authoriza tion s and it doesn't 
nathenatically inpact an ary of the frwnkj fct figures* 


Mr. Hennigan: 

I think what Di r ector Miranda is saying is the inp a ct is 
already related within Code Account 45 which is front where we 
pay health benefit costs. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 


Thank you. 


The Chair: 

Director, I am locking at ycwr letter of January 27, 1995 
which is part of the package that ca me over and it has the 
warding that you described. I want to note sure that I'm 
following it. The plans should be sufcmitted to Council no later 
than January 15th and shall be retroactive far any non-union 
employee who retires after January 1st. The plan that you're 
proposing, you Mid it would be — would that be retroactive. 

Mr. Hennigan: 

What Council had said when we discussed this e a rl i e r in the 
year is that those employees who retired prior to this new 
pr o posa l being pr e se nted, they would r e c e i v e the benefits 
retroactive with what currently exists. I wpuld propose that 
whatever action Council would take new that it would be 
proactive. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I think we need a further c l arificat ion based on just 
diien Simt that we approve d. We need an explicit stateme nt fro n 
the Actninistxatian that would be included in the kwdgert under 
other authorizations pursuant to this issue of additional 
nan-union retiree health programs. You make a reference to what 
the ptugr<au might look like but for purposes of am ending and 
correcting the budget we need a specific statement and it's not 
clear yet, we still have that. You reference it in your January 
27th memo which is kind of a narrat ive explanation of what you 
intend to do but far purposes of correcting the budget it should 
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be explicitly 1-jgf.grf what the benefit is or is not. I don't see 
that at this point. 

Hr. Hennigan: 

Councilman that specific benefit is listed an Page T\x> — 
Eligibility and Dependent Coverage. 

The Chair: 


This is Page TWo of the January 27, 1995 letter 
Mr. Fedo: 

It should be written in such a way that it would reflect an 
amendnent to the budget and not be a p arag r aph extra cted out of 
a nano from the Administration so if we could fine-tune that 
before a final vote. 

The Chair: 

We need the authorization language by tanarrow if this is 
voted on today and it comes up tanarrow. This is not the 
language that will be put into the b u dg et . Ary other discussion 
an this particular amendment? 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Generally on the total am en dme n t. 


The Chair: 


I meant on this particular amendment that Mr. Hennigan was 
refe rrin g to. If not will move to discuss — 

Mr. Berio: 

— just one clarifying question. How does this relate to 
if at all relate to the Adnin.i stration's plouuuiiajujil a couple 
days ago about a early retirement program? And could you 
reconcile the two? 


Mr. Hennigan: 


Sure. As you kncx* we presented a proposed to the affected 
union leaders last week and asked for them to respond to our 
proposal this vreek. This particular bill addresses the 
non-union and what we proposed is if there is an early 
retirenent program for municipal employees, those non-union 
individuals who may becom e eligible for this pending your 
action, one of the incentives that we are p rHpryin g to provide 
for the early retirement program is a $350.00 a month allowance 
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that can be used toward health care. If that is adopted then vre 
would pujp o s e in the early retirsnent incentive program reducing 
the monthly allowance far health care by an amount equivalent to 
what they would be receiving through this program. 


Hr. Berio: 

When would you that the AAninistration would forward 

to sane whatever it would be needed, a correction mano 

to the on your proposal far early retirement? What's the 

fran»» you gave the collective bargaining unit to respond? 


Hr. Hennigan: 

We would like to hoar- fran the labor leaders by this 
niursday and if we receive a positive indication from the labor 
liaariprrg then we would like to formally announce the program an 
Monday, April 17th and then the sign-up period vrould be May 1 
through June 15th. 

Hr. Berio: 

Procedurally and recognizing that sane of the people that 
would be included in that early retiranent are not necessarily 
in the collective bargaining unit but also would be nan-union, 

Tn-i jn i *un i f inanageuent, personnel. What would be the 

procedures? Is the ftfjrwin-i<g trg ti on going to at sane point 
issue sane budget c oll ec t ion or are you just going to use 
existing code acco unt s? A re you asking far Council to approog 
the early retirenent plan? Is it something that the Pension 
Board needs? The reason why I'm asking is I want to law hew it 
relates to the actions that ve are taking today. 

Mr. Hennigan: 

We would need to cone to Council and ask Council to 
authorize the incentive expenditures from the General Fund. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Unlike the past administrations you're saying that instead 
of raiding the pension fund your proposal includes the City 
naking whole the monetary expenditure by'the operating budget 
funds. That is different than in the past administrations. In 
order to do that are you prop osing that you do that within 
budget to code acco unt transfers or are you caning back for 
further c or rec t ion to the 1995 budget? 

Mr. Hennigan: 

In terms of the correc t ion the co r re ct ion will not involve 
an increase in expenditure to the City. In terms of what code 
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acc ount the incentive is paid out, that may be the so-called 
correction. We may have to shift authorization. 


hr. Miranda: 

We may need to come back to you for transfers a cr o ss code 
acco un ts later on. 


Hr. Ferlo: 

Do you have a dollar figure on that yet of what you 
anti c ip a te in 1995? You don't know that yet at this point. 

Hr. Hennigan: 

We do not. We knew that there are at least 500 employees 
that will be eligible. 

Hr. Ferlo: 

You knew when I met with you I e x pre sse d c oncern that the 
Ad minis tration as part of this process should do some type of a 
survey or an audit of individuals who would be in the pool of 
potential ap p licants and then actually evaluating what the 
impact will be. Not only financially with Hr. Hiranda but 
opera tionally in t e r ms of how function. You are approving 
this before you actually have gone through that exercise 
necessarily. You're deciding financially it maloag sen s e but I 
don't knew that ycxi've actually gone through the operations 
sides an eval u ated whether or not that makes sense. 

Hr. Hennigan: 

We make a list of all eligible retirees available to each 
of the directors and are hoping to receive sane feedback from 
than prior to — 

Hr. Ferlo: 

— the issue this Council should be concerned about is not 
only the financial one fait progranetically we should be 
conce rned about the operations side. Financially it may be 
something that makes sense. Operationally it may make sense 
dependingan how many and what specific positions the 
Adninistration is cannitted to filling. I assime part of your 
agenda is not to fill positions and through attrition 
eliminate sane positions, progranetically I think this Council 
would like to knew is that a Barks and Rec worker, is that a 
Public Works operator, is that a EMS, EOC phone operator? I 
think procedurally we'd like to knew that at soie point — at 
least I would. 
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Mr. Hennigan: 


And we would too. 

Mr. Miranda: 

We can come back to you and brief you- Right nw there's 
so mx± uncertain about who would take it, who vculd not. 

Mr- Ferlo: 

Right, but what's before us today is a correction nano. 
When you send over a correction maoo it automatically reopens 
the which also actually means that this Council can make 

any fu rther refinanent to the budget because of this action 
you've taken. The early retirenent procedure you're proposing 
is rot a correction maso but is just going to rob Peter to pay 
Paul within qyjgtiwg code acco unt s. Biat sort of keeps us out 
of the picture in tams of talking about the actual positions 
that we « wy lose ^vr-a fionally in terms of governmental 
functions. 


Mr. Miranda: 

We Mpu lrf be happy to connit to coming back here and 
briefing you once we have a clear indication of who is doing it. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

That process hag to include the directors or key people that 
are asked to marage various functions of govenraent in all due 
respect to the Budget and Management Department where often 
tines you evaluation is going to be more fiscal as opposed to 
the burden of a director to actually run the Police Bureau or 
run the Public Works D epartmen ts. So I hope there's equal 
footing between the people that you are asking to run these 
departments and carry out all these functions and then not just 
review it. 


Mr. Miranda: 

Mr. Sirabella has gone out of his way to make sure there is 
equal participation of the directors that are involved. In fact 
we've had a meeting with than on Friday and vre've started that 
process. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

I'm letting you know ahead of tine just so it doesn't get 
in this thing where I'm looking like an obs tr uctionist when 
we're asking to vote on something. I'm concerned operationally 
that unless I know how it's going to affect operationally 
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functions of go ve rnm en t be it the Parte Department, Public 
Works, what have you. I'm going to be reticent to vote an the 
actual early pension plan notwithstanding the fact that it may 
be something that's a good idea. 

The Chair: 


I want to get back to the four bills. Just so that we can 
get co ntr ol over this p rocess here's what I'd like to do. Rill 
No. 1814 is the first bill and everybody has it in front of 
than. I'm going to read a brief summary of the items, they are 
nu mb ered, so ve can look at every adjustment being mack* today. 
We'll do it far Bill No. 1815 and go right through. You can ask 
questions as re go through that and we'11 hit every hill. 

On Bill No. 1814 does e very on e have it? It's a memo with 
the atta ch ment just like during the budget proceedings. It 
starts with Number 1. The cover letter is April 4th to 
President and M ai teis of Council, it's marked R*n no. 1814. 
Behind the co v er letter is the bill and I'm going to read the 
line itans. 

Item No. 1 Department Controller and I'm going to read the 
explanation. If anyone has a question of information in the 
mid dl e just stop me and we'll talk about it. 

I ten 1, Department Con tr oller, the explanation for the 
increase, the increase r e prese nts a reclassification from the 
salary a c c ount . 

Next Itan, No. 2 is the Finance Department. We have 
$144,000.00 increase and it represents an increase in funding 
for professional se r vi ces. 

No. 3, City Planning, a $25,000.00 increase. Tte 
explan ation — correction nee ded to reflect retention of the 
"HPPP" z onin g function with the City. These costs were formally 
in the "KEEP" Trust Fund. 

No. 4, City Planning, an increase of $12,000.00. Correction 
needed to reflect r e tent ion of the "RFPP" zoning function with 
the City. These costs were formally in the trust fund. 

No. 5, General Services. A $149,000.00 increase. Increase 
to reflect te rm i n ation payment far Gateway View Plaza Lease. 

No. 6, Public Safety and EMS. A $20,300.00 increase to 
revise the calculation based on the current staffing level. 

No. 7, Public Safety and Fire. A $172,500.00 increase. Tb 
adjust for wage rate change per union contract. 


639 



No. 8, Public Safety and Fixe. It's $9,500.00. To adjust 
far wage change per union contract. 

No. 9, Public Safety and Fire. It's $80,353.00. To revise 
the ra1 < -ii1^ gns based on the anient staffing level. 

No. 10, Public Safety and Police. It's a $26,000.00 
increase. TO reflect revise cost es timat es. 

No. 11, Public Safety and Police. A $15,000.00 increase. 
Tto reflect revised cost estimates. 

No. 12, Public Safety and Police. A $5,000.00 increase to 
reflect revised cost estimates. 

No. 13, Non-departmentals. A $545,000.00 increase which 
represents the interest expense related to the 1995 tax and 
revenue anticipation note. 


No. 14, Non-ctepartmentals. A $300,000.00 decrease. A 
r o r fr y~rinn to adjust for wage settlements. 

No. 15, Non-departmentals. A $3,328,000.00 i ncre a s e 
adj us tment for the rate subsidy payments to the Pennsylvania 
American Water Company related to a water rate differential. 

This amount will be reimbursed to the City by the Public Water 
and Sewer Authority. 

No. 16, Non-departmentals. A $2,300,000.00 increase. To 
reflect revised estimates to health care costs. 

No. 17, Nan-departmentals. A $945,118.00 decrease. To 
reflect revised actuarial evaluation for the 1995 M© payment. 

No. 18, Nan-departmentals. A $731,872.00 decrease. To 
reflect revised actuarial evaluation far the 1995 MO payment. 

No. 19, Nan-departmental. A $3,178,995.00 decrease to 
reflect revised actuarial evaluation far the 1995 MO payment. 

No. 20, Non-departmental. A $1,218,000.00 decrease. To 
adjust a mo un t based on revised estimate of settlements. 

No. 21, Non-departmental. A $6,157,584.00 decrease. To 
reflect forwarding of RAD sales tax pro ceed s directly to the 
trustee for debt service. 

The page. Revenue Section Itsn 1, revenue s o ur ce from 

parking tax to parking tax,$543,425.00 increase. To reflect the 
increase in estimated r e v e nu es related to the Parking Authority, 
1995 parking rate increases. 
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Item 2, fran reimbursonent Water and Saaer Authority to 
reiinbarsenent Water and Sarer Authority, $3,328,000.00 increase. 
To reflect IWSA reimbursonent to the City far the Pennsylvania 
American Water Ccngeny rate subsidy. 

Itsn 3, fran Public Parking Authority to Public Parking 
Authority, $350,000.00 increase. To reflect the revision in the 
1995 revenue estimate. 


Itsn 4, fran Act 77 tax relief to Act 77 tax relief, 
$6,157,584.00 decrease. Tib reflect the portion of RAD sales tax 
proceeds transferred directly fran the State Treasurer to the 
trustee and retained by the trustee for debt service. 

That includes all the items of Bill No. 1814. Ary 
discussion an that particular bill? 


Mr. O'Connor: 

A couple. On this last one you just read, the $6 million, 
Itsn No. 4. That is a payment fran the RAD sales tax. Don't we 
have an opp ortu nity to hold that money if we take it if it's a 
period of three or six mont hs to collect interest on it? 


Mr. Miranda: 


Here's the situation. If vs would have jgg y»gd general 
obligation bends, that $6.1 million would have used to pay debt 
service an those de v elopment fund bands. That's what the $6.1 
million was about. What we did was the bonds are issued by the 
Uman Redevelopment Authority and we instead signed a legal 
a gree m en t which was approved by Council where the trustee 
intercepts the payments directly fran the state. So it doesn't 
run through the City of Pittsburgh. We signed an agreement to 
forego the payments. Consequently, we don't have to budget for 
a code account to then pay it because it's never going to be 
caning through. It's taken directly fr o m the state to the 
trustee. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

I understand that part and it makes sense but does it nake 
more sense for us to hold the money as long as we can and pay 
it? 

Mr. Miranda: 

The money is not ours because when we issued those h-*r rjg 
it's budgeted for debt service. TQiat is the debt service budget 
on the development fund bonds. 
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Mr. O'Connor z 


And No. 13, interest on bonds — 


Die Chair: 


_exc u se ms Mr. O'C onn or, an the previous issue he was 

just talking about, the big reason far that too also is to keep 
it totally off our hooks. It does not affect our bond rating 
and tterefare we don't have more debt? correct? 

Mr. Miranda: 

list's right. It was issued as a revenue bond so given all 
the Qpf jnms available this Trade the most sense to us. 

Die Chair: 

fte a development fund by not taking the negative 

hit an the band rating by adding this to our debt. 

Mr. Miranda: 

Diat's right. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Ttoo more. On 13 the 554 an the interest expense, are you 
saying that wasn't budgeted? 


Mr. Miranda: 


Yeah. We did a tax and r e v en u e anticipation note near the 
end of the year and again we submitted the budget to you same 
time in early No v emb er and so we had not budgeted the interest 
for that tax and revenue anticipation note because we hadn't 
done the note until December so now we're budgeting far that 
interest. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Diat will be in this year. 


Mr. Miranda: 


Yes. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

Again, have to balance the budget so we missed that. 
It's a big expense. 
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The Chain 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council's Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Good morning, everyone. We 
have some special students with us today 
from the Conroy Education Center, they 
are going to help lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and I am very pleased at this 
time to introduce two students. If you 
would like to come forward. 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


other student is Sandra Casto and her 
father Nick Golderisi is here. They are 
from Conroy Education Center, and I think 
both of their teachers are here thic 
morning, Mr. Leonard Carter and Ms. 
Judith Delia. And, we are very pleased 
and honored that you are all here this 
morning. And, if you would like to lead 
us in the Pledge of Allegiance, and please 
r em a in standing. If you would all rise for 
a moment of silent prayer following the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Thank you. 
Students. 

Doneika Harber 
& Sandra Casto: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Thank you, Doneika 
and Sandra; we appreciate you coming 
down here today. Our City Clerk would 
like to give you the flag of our country and 
the flag of our great City, and we really 
appreciate you and your parents and your 
teachers for coming down here this 
morning. Thank you very much. 


PRESENTATIONS 


We have Doneika Harber and her 
mom is here, Ms. Andrea Allison, and our 


The Chain 











We have a number of guests in the 
audience today, and at this time I would 
like to call on Councilwoman Valerie 
McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. I would like to call 
forth all members and representatives of 
the Cancer Control Month, the National 
Cancer Institute, the National Minority 
Cancer Awareness Week. Can all parties 
please come forward. 

The Chair: 

Good morning. Good morning. 

Ms. McDonald: 

1 am going to read the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1870 WHEREAS, April is 
nationally acknowledged as "Cancer 
Control Month." The National Cancer 
institute (NCI) has designated April 16th 
through April 23rd as National Minority 
Cancer Awareness Week; and, 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute has initiated an African American 
Cancer Program which emphasizes the 
concepts of cancer prevention, early 
detection, diagnosis, and education; and, 

WHEREAS, Minority Americans, 
including African, Hispanic, and Native 
American, experience higher incidence 
and mortality rates from several of the 
major cancers such as cervical, breast, 
prostate, and lung cancers. This is in part 
due to the fact that this cancer is often 
detected when the disease is already 
advanced. Chances for survival are greatly 
reduced when the disease is found in its 
later stages; and. 


WHEREAS, The goal of this week is 
to increase awareness and knowledge of 
cancer prevention and detection in 
minority communities; 
and, 

WHEREAS, The survival rate can 
increase with the availability of services 
for preventive care and screening exams. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council in the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the Pittsburgh 
Cancer Institute for its outreach and 
community efforts in educating the 
Minority Communities. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. I would like to present 
this to Ms. Mosley, and I do believe a 
relative of hers, my staff aide, Herman 
Mosley - where is he? Well, he was here 
- is here. But, Ms. Mosley, would you 
like to receive this on behalf of the group 
and would you like to have some 
comments. 

Ms. Mosley: 

On behalf of the Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute and for the benefit of those people 
who have worked along with us to make 
this program successful, a lot of these 
people you see here are survivors of 
Cancer and it is there stories that they tell 
to other people who encourage them to get 
treatment early in life so that we can, in 
fact, increase our survival and try to 
reduce the impact of Cancer in the 





African-American community. I just want 
to say thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. 

Ms. Austin: 

Well, good morning. I as a 
survivor would like to personally thank 
Councilwoman Valerie for this 
proclamation. It is very meaningful that 
we get the message out to African- 
Americans about Cancer. We are dying at 
a disproportionate rate. We don’t have to 
die. I am a five-year survivor, and 
everybody else could be a survivor if 
indeed they would do what should be done 
and that is to see their doctor on a regular 
basis and when there is a problem take 
care of it. I thank you so much for your 
attention. 

Ms. McDonald: 

And, I tell you that woman I know 
from ages ago, I grew up with her 
daughter, and when I saw the ad on the TV 
for Cancer Awareness, I said, oh, my God, 
that’s Ms. Bernice, that’s Ms. Austin. So, 

I was very pleased to see that she is a 
representative. I think that we have a fine 
group and I think that their efforts should 
be commended and that they should move 
forward in the education of all folks as fer 
as diseases that can basically wipe a 
family out physically and emotionally. 
So, thank you all. 


The Chain 

Thank you and congratulations. 
We have one to be read into the record for 
Councilwoman McDonald. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1871 WHEREAS, Bev Smith, 
hostess of Black Entertainment 
Television's (BET) popular talk show, 
"Our Voices,” has come a long way; anrl 

WHEREAS, Since beginning her 
career in 1972 as a consumer affairs 
reporter for Pittsburgh's Channel 11, Bev 
Smith has worked at WGBS Radio in 
Miami, WKIS-AM in Orlando, WTAE-TV 
in Pittsburgh and WRC Radio in 
Washington, D.C. before joining the BET 
family; and, 

WHEREAS, Bev Smith recently 
joined the American Urban Radio 
Network as hostess of a daily commentary 
entitled, "Straight Up With Bev Smith." 
She has also appeared on such programs as 
Nightline with Ted Koppel, Good 
Morning America and the Today Show, 
just to name a few; and, 

WHEREAS, Bev Smith is active in 
the community. She has assisted the 
homeless, drug addicts and boarder babies. 
In 1989 Bev was presented with the 
International Award for Community 
Service Programming, also known as the 
Bronze Award, by the American 
Federation of Television and Radio 
Artists. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Bev Smith for her 
unique journalism and for staying involved 
with the Community. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 


Which motion prevailed. 

The Chun 

Councilman O'Connor, you have 
one to be read into the record. 


MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1872 WHEREAS, the City of 
Pittsburgh has always welcomed and 
embraced immigrants from lands far and 
wide and in return those immigrants made 
Pittsburgh one of the greatest industrial 
centers in the world; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Pittsburgh 
continues the tradition of being a place to 
make a new start for those who only ask 
for the opportunity to live in a society that 
rewards ingenuity and perseverance and 
grants its citizens the rights to being 
whatever they choose to be; and, 

WHEREAS, on Friday, April 21, 
1995, Dylan Lama Shields Demanski, who 
was bom in the highlands of Nepal, will 
follow in the footsteps of the countless 
others who sought a new way of life by 
being granted citizenship in the United 
States of America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh extends its wannest greetings 
to Dylan and congratulates him on the 
occasion of attaining the status and rights 
of citizen of the United States of America 
and welcomes him as a resident of the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Friday, April 21. 


1995, as “Dylan Lama Shields Demanski 
Day” in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time 1 would like the 
following to come forward: Eat ’N Park 
Restaurant, represented by Suzanne 
Broadhurst, the Director of Corporate 
Giving, Evan Frazier, Manager of 
Community Relations. From the United 
Way, William Meyer, President and Chief 
Professional Officer, Amy Hart, Vice 
President in Volunteer Services. From 
Adopt a High Rise, Kenneth Krall, Store 
Manager, Giant Eagle, the North Side, 
sponsoring company of a high rise. 
Corporate Volunteer Council of 
Pittsburgh, Anita Wilson from Peoples 
Natural Gas. And, did I miss anyone? If 
anyone else is here I did not read their 
name, please come forward. 

Colleagues, I am just going to read 
the proclamation, I think it will summarize 
what is going on and the good work that is 
taking place in our communities. 

MR ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1873 WHEREAS, the United 
Way of Allegheny County recognizes 
volunteers through a number of activities 
during National Volunteer Week, which 






will be held April 22nd through 29th. The 
theme this year is "Volunteer, Because 
Change Is Possible"; and, 

WHEREAS, the Aluminum 
Company of America, ALCOA, supports 
volunteer programs and projects both 
m a nag ement driven and employee 
requested on an ongoing basis. ALCOA 
also supports the efforts of communities 
and nonprofit organizations through 
associate and retiree volunteer pro g rams 
These efforts are lead by Ronald Hoffman, 
Vice President, Human Resources and 
Mark Gilmour, General Tax Attorney; 
and. 


WHEREAS, on Wednesday, April 
26, the United Way of Allegheny County, 
Eat *N Park Restaurants, along with 
University of Pittsburgh will sponsor the 
United Way Youth Day of Caring; a day 
dedicated to high school students 
volunteering their time and talents to area 
nonprofit organizations. Students will 
experience some of the social i ^es 
people in our community face each day; 
and. 


WHEREAS, on Thursday, April 27th, 
the 1995 Volunteer Exposition will be 
held in the lobby of the City-County 
Building where die public is able to 
explore how they can make a difference 
through volunteering; and, 

WHEREAS, ALCOA is 
co-sponsoring the Volunteer Exposition 
with the United Way of Allegheny County 
and special thanks should be given to the 
City of Pittsburgh for their providing the 
site and assistance in coordinating this 
event; and, 

WHEREAS, The Corporate 
Volunteer Council of Pittsburgh is a 
collaborative of area businesses and 
corporations which promote volunteerism 
though information sharing and 
dissemination. The Corporate Volunteer 
Council has been involved with the 
expansion of corporate volunteer programs 
within area businesses and will play an 


active role in the 1995 Volunteer 
Exposition; and. 


WHEREAS, Adopt a High Rise, a 
partnership between the City of Pittsburgh 
Housing Authority and the United Way of 
Allegheny County, which seeks to 
improve the well-being and quality of life 
of senior residents by building new 
bridges of corporation, volunteerism and 
caring between professional businesses 
and associations and the Pittsburgh public 
housing community of seniors. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes and commends 
the United Way of Allegheny County 
ALCOA, Eat *N Park Restaurants, the 
University of Pittsburgh and the Corporate 
Volunteer Council for their work and 
dedication in organizing and 
acknowledging the efforts of the many 
volunteer programs throughout the region. 
Passed in Council, Tuesday, April 4,1995. 


MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 


Mr. Onorato: 


Colleagues, I would just like to say 
that I t hink this is the best example of what 
we have to do as a co mmuni ty with the 
dollars from Washington, D.C. drying up 
and probably the dollars from Harrisburg 
drying up. It does not mean we have to 
stop doing and taking care of our 
neighborhoods and the people that arc in 
need in our neighborhoods; there are other 
ways, and a lot of discussion has been on 
the table regarding the Pirates and the 
corporate owner doing their corporate 
duty. Well, there is another corporate 
duty, too, that is on a smaller scale but 



probably has a bigger impact in our 
neighborhoods and this is some of the 
corporate giving that you are seeing today 
that affects every one of our areas. 

On the Adopt a High Rise Program 
I am a board member and we started over 
at Pressley High Rise on the North Side 
and it is expanding. A lot of these are 
individuals who don’t see much beyond 
the walls of these high rises that now have 
a chance to do things and move out 
because of the volunteerism that is 
coming out of the corporations, and let’s 
not forget that is time and money that the 
corporations are donating to good causes 
when an individual is allowed to come 
here and is covered by the corporation. 

Saying that, 1 would like to hear 
from anyone here that would like to 
comment Mr. Meyer, if you want to 
represent the group or anyone else. Let 
me give you this here. 

Mr. Meyer: 

Thank you. I would also, Dan, like 
to have Evan Frazier, Human Resource 
Director from Eat ’N Park Restaurant and 
Suzie Broadhurst, the Director of 
Corporate Affairs for Eat ’N Park and 
representatives from Giant Eagle and 
Peoples Gas also. 

I think as the Councilman hag 
said, 1 think what is significant here is the 
corporate community coining forward. 
Speaking on their behalf and the United 
Way agencies, actually many of you 
individual leaders of City Government I 
have met and my agencies have met 
working along side of you on volunteer 
projects. I know the first time I met the 
President of the Council was he was 


behind the wheel of a rather large Bobcat 
loading dirt up at the Highland Super Park 
about four or five years ago when a great 
volunteer effort was underway to improve 
that park. 

So, you have very real evidence of 
what these corporations, their employees 
and you are doing in a community, not 
only to improve the quality of life but I 
think to deal with the more pressing issue 
of fear that folks have about their 
community, and hopefully through 
volunteerism, through coming together we 
can break down some of the barriers that 
are beginning to grow in our co mmunit y. 

So, we are very proud to be here 
and to be recognized. Evan, would you 
like to say a few words. 

Mr. Frazier: 

I would just like to say that on 
behalf of, first, Jim and Suzie Broadhurst, 
and all the employees at Eat *N Park 
Restaurants, it is really an honor and a 
pleasure to accept this award today. We 
cannot say enough about the United Way 
and the contributions that the United Way 
has made and that is what makes us so 
proud to really be a part of this. It is 
programming like the United Way Youth 
Day of Caring that we are particularly 
proud to be associated with. It has the 
same values that we have as a company, it 
values family, it values youth and it values 
giving back. 

So, it is an honor, firsL to be in 
front of you to get this award from City 
Council and we thank United Way for 
allowing us to give back. Thank you. 

The Chain 




Thank you, Evan. Evan is from a 
great Council District 7. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

1 coached Evan in the Little 
League. You can’t claim all of them now. 
I helped them, too. 

But, I do want to commend you, 
especially, you mentioned all the 
corporations, I seem to hear Eat ’N Park, 
ALCOA, Giant Eagle, seem to be leading 
the way, I would hope a lot of the other 
corporations could do half as much as you 
guys do. Congratulations. 

The Chain 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President We’re 
never going to get a picture over here. 

I just also want to commend the 
corporations. Eat ’N Park and United 
Way; they’re doing a fantastic job. United 
Way is doing so many things behind the 
scenes now that I think a lot of people 
don’t even know about. Bill Meyers being 
the Executive Director, and that includes a 
multi-million dollar initiative for early 
childhood education that you will be 
hearing about soon, and of course, the Day 
of Caring, which has been phenomenally 
successful and I look forward to working 
on that again this year. So, thank you to 
all of you. 

The Chain 


And keep serving those great 
breakfasts at Eat ’N Park, too. See you, 
Evan; say hello to your mom and d ad 

We have another proclamation to 
be read into the record. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1874 WHEREAS, Sister 
Margaret Angeline Banar is the 
Administrator at the Little Sisters of the 
Poor, located at 1028 Benton Avenue, in 
the North Side of Pittsburgh; a nd , 

WHEREAS, Sister Margaret 
Angeline Banar was bom in Detroit, 
Michigan. She made her first profession 
on March 19th, 1970, in Queens, New 
York; and, 

WHEREAS, Sister B anar has only 
been in Pittsburgh for one year. She came 
to Pittsburgh from the Little Sisters home 
in New Orleans where she served for nine 
years; and, 

WHE R E A S, Sister Margaret 
Angeline Banar is an organizer, anH a 
dedicated individual who gets the work 
done; and, 

WHEREAS, on Saturday, April 22, 
1995, Sister Banar will celebrate her 25th 
jubilee, having served the aged with an 
attitude of littleness since 1970. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh welcomes Sister Margaret 
Angeline Banar to our great City and 
congratulates her on the celebration of her 
25th jubilee. 




MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any others 
to be read into the record? If not, we 
would like to move to Presentation of 
Papers. Councilman Cohen, Committee 
on Public Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 1875 Resolution 
providing for a Contract/s; or the use of 
existing Contract/s; or Agreement/s for 
the purchase of two pole can/surveillance 
systems for the Bureau of Police. The 
total cost shall not exceed forty-one 
thousand dollars ($41,000.00), 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account PSTA, Department of Public 
Safety. 

Also, 

No. 1876 Resolution 
providing for a Contract/s; or the use of 
existing Contract/s; or Agreement/s for the 
purchase of Saber radios and 
accessories for the Bureau of Police. The 
total cost shall not exceed nineteen 
thousand dollars ($19,000.00), chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account PSTA, 
Department of Public Safety. 


Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bills 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 


MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1877 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of 
Consolidated Rail Corporation in the 
amount of $662.50 covering railroad 
flagging services required for the bridge 
safety inspection of the South 12th Street 
Bridge, charging the same to Code 
Account EC94-57. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 

ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1878 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance of certain property in the 
2nd Ward of the City of Pittsburgh to the 
Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh for the sum of $1.00 for public 
park purposes. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing. Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 




No. 1879 Resolution authorizing 
the Mayor, and the Director of the 
Department of General Services, on behalf 
of the City of Pittsburgh, to execute an 
agreement with The Carnegie pursuant to 
the terms and conditions of the Lease 
Agreement dated December 30, 1986, 
authorizing the transfer of certain 
equipment from the Buhl Planetarium. 
(Valid Petition requesting a Public 
Hearing was received in the Clerks 
Office.)Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1880 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $2,511.46 warrant in 
favor of Pamela Buongiomo for 
automobile damage by a City Public 
Works vehicle, charging same to Code 
Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1881 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $913.78 warrant in favor 
of Jerry and Vera Batey for automobile 
damage by a City fire vehicle, charging 
same to Code Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 


No. 1882 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $1,640.00 warrant in 
favor of Adeline Kopa in settlement of 
claim for property damage due to a water 
main break, charging same to Code 
Account 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 1883 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with a Court 
Reporter or Court Reporters in connection 
with the taking of testimony at Civil 
Service Commission and Appeals Board 
hearings. Total cost not to exceed 
$4,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 1884 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with various 
hospitals and/or physic ians for 
professional services in connection with 
the administration and evaluation of 
medical examinations and tests for the 
Civil Service Commission’s Medical 
Examination Program for unif ormed and 
other employees and candidates for 
employment and promotion. Total cost 
not to exceed $61,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 1885 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with 
consultants or consultants for professional 
services in connection with the evaluation 
of applicants as part of the Civil Service 
Commission’s psychological assessment 
program for entry level police officers. 
Total cost not to exceed $12,100.00. 

Also, 



No. 1886 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with a 
laboratory or laboratories for professional 
services in connection with the 
administration and evaluation of 
laboratory testing for City of Pittsburgh 
employees, candidates for employment 
and promotion. Total cost not to exceed 
$37,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 1887 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of certain property, under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984, having been 
placed for sale to adjoining property 
owners in conjunction with the City of 
Pittsburgh/NeighborFair Sideyard 

Program. 

Also, 

No. 1888 Communication from 
Barbara Parees, Director, Dept of 
Personnel and Civil Service, requesting 
approval for John Turyan (a non-city 
employee) Chair, Pgh. Private Industry 
Council, to travel to Hershey, PA from 
May 24-26, 1995 to attend the 11th 
Annual PA Service Delivery Area 
Association’s Employment, Education and 
Training Conference. Cost not to exceed 
$1,084.00, payable from the JTPA-1 Trust 
Fund. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1889 Communication from 
Jacqueline Morrow, City Solicitor. 


submitting the quarterly report of the 
settlement of small claims not exceeding 
$750.00 from the First Quarter of 1995, 
payable from Code Account 1081, Petty 
Claims. Also, a quarterly report of the 
settlement of claims in excess of $750.00 
for the First Quarter of 1995, payable from 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments. 

The Chair: 

1 need a motion to receive and file 
this report 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chair: 

All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chair: 

The report is received. 

Any matters to be brought under 
Unfinished Business or Reports of Special 
Committees? 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
The Chain 

Under Unfinished Business, since 
we are going to be drawing to a close 
shortly, we have a couple more public 
hearings on the curfew. We passed 
unanimously a bill last fall in anticipation 
of the likelihood of some type of curfew 





legislation. At that time we had thought it 
was going to be from the Administration. 
Since that time Councilman Cusick has 
introduced the bill. But, we did ask for 
specific information from the Police 
Bureau regarding a number of issues. So, 
I would like to ask the Clerk to 
communicate to the Mayor’s Office, the 
Chiefs and also prevail upon Councilman 
Cohen the Public Safety Chair to try to 
follow-up on that I thinlc it would be 
helpful for our discussion at the table if we 
could have that additional information that 
we requested. I will provide a copy of that 
bill. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, there was a time 
frame on that legislation. 

Mr. Cohen: 

- on that legislation, wasn’t there? 
The Chain 

Well, the time frame has come and 
gone. The time frame was the end of 
November, November 30th, I believe. So, 
it has been a few weeks since November 
30th. I take it it’s going to be more 
relevant to have the information based on 
a discussion prior to a pr eliminar y vote on 
the Curfew Bill, I think it would be 
helpful. 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, if you would, would 
you please allow the public to know, and I 
believe it is the 24th at 7 o’clock. Tonight 
there will be a public hearing at Greenwav 


Middle School at 7 o’clock in Mr. 
Hertzberg’s District On the 24th of April 
at 7 o’clock at the Homewood Library — 
am I correct? — in Homewood in 
Councilwoman McDonald’s 

neighborhood, there will be a public 
hearing. And we are trying, and I don’t 
believe it has been confirmed yet, to hold 
one up in the Hill at the Hill House on 
April 27th, but you could call the City 
Clerk’s Office and find out more 
information on that at a later date. And, 
my hopes are — and I hope that Council 
would agree — that we would come down 
here and finish up the series of public 
hearings that we held so that we can get 
our own discussion going with the police 
and the Administration on where exactly 
we are going here. 

The Chain 

Very good. Also, I think a number 
of colleagues have talked about specific 
amendments, I have a couple, and maybe 
we want to at least share them with the 
sponsor of the bill so we can have some 
discussion and just sort of know generally 
what we are going in to, then a preliminary 
vote and discussion of some of the 
proposed amendments. 

Councilman Hertzberg. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Concerning the public hearing 
tonight, it will be at Green way Middle 
School. The initial announcements were 
Langley High School, and that was not my 
choice, Greenway is my choice; it is a 
much more accessible facility and that’s 






the reason, and I would apologize to the 
extent there were miscommunicadons on 

that because I unrigrctanri that as fatf* as 

this morning there were some media 
sources giving the location as Langley. 
The location is Greenway, and I would ask 
the City Clerk to perhaps post some 
signage at Langley that indicates the 
hearing is at Greenway in case some 
people didn't get the word. 

The Chain 

Very good. Actually I am not sure 
how they knew it was Langley because all 
the publicity horn the Clerk’s Office was 
for Greenway, but in any event — 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

The first announcement was 
Langley. 

The Chain 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

On this topic. Mr. President, you 
are asking for that report and that 
legislation. Also, can we have an update 
on where the legislation in Harrisburg is 
regarding this, I guess, change on 
Summary Offenses and arrest powers? 

The Chain 

Yes. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I understand it is moving through 
the legislature. If it stopped, where it's 


going? Because I understand that is going 
to play a critical role in this particular bill, 
and I am not quite sure of the specifics but 
I would like to have an update on the 
change in Harrisburg. 

The Chain 

I had asked Mr. Cusick to follow¬ 
up on that also because I was not sure if 
the curfew was going to be one of the 
offenses under Summary Action where a 
young person could be detained. That was 
the follow-up to Counc ilman Heitzberg’s 
initial criticism of the bill. So, maybe we 
need to follow-up on that also, as Mr. 
Onorato suggests. 

Councilman Hertzberg. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Yes. I had a meeting with Pe ggy 
McCormick Barron of the Mayor’s Office, 
who is our liaison with Harrisburg, 
concerning this and they have requested of 
State Senator Mike Fisher that he amend 
that particular legislation to include 
municipal ordinances, and Peggy indicated 
to me that last year Senator Fisher had 
done the same thing, and so that she was 
hopeful that would be done and it will 
continue to move and it will end up being 
passed in such a form that our municipal 
ordinances will fall within the arrest 
powers of the City Police. 

The Chain 

Very good. Councilman Cusick. 
Mr. Cusick: 




If I may. House Bill 22 hac passed 
the House and it is in the Senate in the 
Appropriations Committee, and from my 
understanding, Councilman Onoraio, it 
should be coming out of Committee in the 
very, very near future, and that is why I do 
not think that there is any rush right now 
to get over with these public hearings. I 
think that we can take our time with this to 
make sure that the proper legislation is in 
place. So that if Council sees fit to pass a 
law such as curfew, that we would be able 
to go through with it 

The Chain 

Very good. Well, again, we need 
to have the Administration, both the 
Mayor’s Office folks, as well as the Police 
Bureau at the final meeting. We need to 
interact with them at the table, there are a 
number of issues that we need to discuss. 
Obviously if the Curfew Bill has the 
clause in it on actually detaining a young 
person that is different than if they are just 
written a citation. So, we need to know 
the status of that bill, and a number of 
issues obviously will arise. So, we will 
follow-up on that and try to get the report 
back from the Police Bureau. 

Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

One final comment, Mr. President. 
At your convenience if we could sit down 
and just discuss when that final meeting 
would be, so that we can allow the public 
to know. 

The Chain 
The Chain 

Very good. Any other comments? 
Again, the public hearing this ev enin g at 


Greenway Middle School, 7 o’clock on 
Councilman Cusick’s proposed curfew 
legislation. You are welcome to speak. 
You can call the City Clerk’s Office at 
255-2138. Next Monday night at 
Homewood Library, sam e time, 7 p m 
There will be another public hearing in the 
Hill House Auditorium at a date to be 
announced and we will communicate out 
to the neighborhoods. 

Moving to Reports of Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1890 Report of the Committee on 
Finance and Budget for April 12, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

BUI No. 1793 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for new and/or existing 
Agreement (s) and/or Contract (s) for the 



provision of analysis, design, 
development, progr amming , and/or 
training services in conjunction with the 
feasibility, development, enhancement or 
implementation of automated systems for 
various City Departments and providing 
for the payment of the costs thereof.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1816 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Or dinanc e 
supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Title 
Two, Fiscal, Article DC, Property Taxes, 
Chapter 263, Real Property Tax and 
Exemption, by creating a tax relief 
program for certain residents sixty-five 
(65) years of age or older and a process for 
application thereunder ”— (SPONSORED 
BY ALL COUNCBLMEMBERS) 

\Much was read. 

The Chair; 

You have heard the reading and 
utles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Onorato. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. Mr. President, Bill 1816, 
that’s the Property'Tax Relief Bill. First, I 
would like to have my comments brought 
forward from Wednesday. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

Mr. Onorato: 

I would also like to just state that 
this is a third part of a three-part tax relief. 


if you want to refer to it as a “relief’, or 
just a tax overhaul. When we 
implemented and the State implemented 
the Regional Assets District and the one 
percent added to the Sales Tax in this area, 
it truly is tax reform, and I think this is the 
third part of the tax reform. If you look at 
the Amusement Tax, that was cut in half 
from 10 percent to five, the Personal 
Property Tax, that was totally eliminated 
across the board, and now Part 3, Property 
Tax relief for Senior Citizens on a fixed 
income. 

For the Seniors listening, to 
summarize, if you are 65 years of age or 
older, if your annual income is $20,000.00 
or less and you lived in your home for at 
least 10 years, you are going to have your 
Property Taxes stay the same as the 1993 
level for the rest of your life in that home. 
I want to make that clear, their tax bill will 
be the same as 1993. We recognize, and 1 
think it is a very smart move to recognize 
that there is a segment in our population 
that is on fixed income, and it is only a 
logical step to look at their expenses. If 
their expenses continue to go up and their 
incomes are fixed, we are going to 
eventually force them out of their homes. 
These are individuals, based on the 
wording of the legislation, that have 
committed a lifetime to this City and that 
have paid many, many dollars in taxes, 
and will continue to pay at a rate stopped 
at the 1993 level. We are just rewarding 
them and saying, thank you for 
contributing a lifetime to this City, both in 
your tax dollars and your hard sweat off 
your brow and work that you put into this 
City, and we recognize now that these are 
your golden years on fixed incomes and 
we want to make them just a little easier 
on you and it is a way of saying, thanks 
and I think it should be noted. And. I want 




to thank all of my colleagues for co¬ 
sponsoring 'with me on this bill and the 
unanimous support that this gives. 

That the one percent Sales Tax, I 
want to stress again, was truly a tax reform 
for this region, and if anyone is 
questioning that this was just an additional 
tax, like I said, this is the third pan of tax 
relief for this City. So, taxes are coming 
down, the burden has been shifted, and 
once again 1 think the City is more 
competitive because of it 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman. 
Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, first, I want to commend Mr. 
Onorato, I think it is an outstanding bill 
and I am certainly pleased to co-sponsor it 
with all my colleagues. It does benefit 
those who need it the most, as he stated. 

I would like, however, to mention 

that it 

— tax, whatever — I know Seniors and a 
lot, not just Seniors, have problems 
understanding all the different tax rules, 
and I think we should call on our social 
agencies, such as the Vintage, all the 
AARP organizations. I know in 
Greenfield we have the GO, and in 
Hazelwood we have the HGH, who helps 
Seniors with their tax. If not only the tax 
collectors, but maybe our Clerk would 
send a letter to all these social agencies, I 
think they should be updated and be able 
to help those who really need the help and 
it is a great benefit. I’m afraid somebody 
may miss it, though. 


The Chain 

Very good. Councilman Cohen. 
Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I also 
want to commend the Administration and 
Councilman Onorato for this bill, which I 
am very, very happy to co-sponsor. This 
is Property Tax relief for people who need 
it the most, and that is Seniors who are on 
a fixed income, who, as Councilman 
Onorato said, have put in many, many 
years here in the City of Pittsburgh. 

A couple of points that I had raised 
last Wednesday that I hope are followed 
through on, and that is that the residents 
are properly notified about the existence of 
this bill, because I think with the 
Gentrification Bill, which was another 
very progressive piece of legislation that 
was sponsored by Councilman Ricciardi, 
the residents were not notified, as well, on 
that bill and until we got involved. So, I 
would like to make sure that there is 
proper notification and also proper 
administration. Since we are kind of 
piggybacking on the County, although we 
are giving a greater benefit than the 
County gives, we have to make sure that 
we administer this properly. 

But, all in all, I think it is a great 
bill and one that is well-deserved by our 
Seniors. 

The Chain 

Very good. Other comments? 
Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 


Thank you. Just to echo the 
sentiments of all my colleagues, I greatly 
support this bill. 1 would like to thank the 
Chair, Mr. Onorato, for bringing it forward 
with the Administration, but I think we 
should not lose track of the other 
component, and that is the School Board, 
meaning that the Allegheny County 
Government and here in the City of 
Pittsburgh, that we’ve stepped forward, 
we’re taking the hit, and meaning that we 
are going to have less revenue but we are 
willing to say that Seniors deserve this 
type of tax relief, but we need to send, I 
believe, a very strong-worded letter and 
lobby the School Board as we did during 
the Gentrification Bill, to make sure that 
they also pass similar tax relief for our 
Seniors. 

So, maybe afterwards, under 
Motions and Resolutions, we could come 
forward and make that motion to send that 
strongly worded letter to the School Board 
so they sign on also, Mr. President 

The Chain 

Very good. And, just on that, we 
did ask specifically for Director Hexmigan 
to give us a memo on what the financial 
amount of money, or what the financial 
impact would be in order for the School 
Board to comply. We obviously 
unanimously want them — I don’t know if 
it is unanimous, but unanimous at the table 
the other day. I think we want the School 
Board to comply with the effort that we 
are making here, the City and the County 
because the School Board 
disproportionately is higher than the City 
portion on property, and I think it would 
be a great - you know, the trilogy needs to 
be completed there in terms of actual 


Property Tax relief for those most 
affected. 

So, I would strongly urge that we 
do that and follow-up with Director 
Hennigan’s memo to us, follow-up to the 
President and Members of the School 
Board and Director Br ennan on the issue. 
And, I think we need a follow-up meeting. 
Maybe we could try to schedule a meeting 
directly with the School Board on this 
issue of the Property Tax relief. 

Counc ilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. On the issue of notification 
that Coun cilman O’Connor and 
Councilman Cohen brought up, the one 
issue that was discussed last week and I 
would like to do a follow-up maybe with a 
letter to Director Hennigan, and it would 
make sense I think to just redesign the 
form and on the top of die tax form have 
the three questions: Are you 65 years of 
age or older; have you lived in your home 
for at least 10 years, and is your annual 
income less than $20,000.00? If you 
answered “yes” to the top three questions, 
then you qualify for tax relief. Ifthatisin 
the actual tax return, or on the tax return, 
that notice would go out annually, and I 
think then it would be very hard for 
anyone to miss it So, if we changed the 
form, the mailing is already being paid for, 
there’s no additional cost for mailing, I 
would suggest that is where we should put 
the notice. 

The Chair: 

We could also do the one time in 
January mailing from Environmental 
Services notifying all residents and 





households of the pick-up policy for the 
year. So, there's a second free mailing 
that we could put some kind of 
memorandum on it 

Counc ilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I would 
ask that my comments be brought forward 
from the Standing Co mmit tee Meeting 
where I am also hopeful that the schools 
will enact a s imilar measure. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
Mr. Hertzberg: 

I think, for simplicity sake, that if 
the County is going to do this, the City is 
going to do this, that the schools should 
also do this. Again, my sentiments are, the 
City is not going to pay for the schools to 
do it, they are going to have to find a way 
to do it themselves as we have been doing 
for years in the City working with more 
scarcer revenues all the time. 

But, I am proud to be a co-sponsor 
of this legislation which would cap the 
Real Estate Tax bills for people 65 and 
older at whatever they were in 1993, 
they’ll stay the same. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Counciiwoman 
McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I was not privy to the Standing 
Committee discussion last week, but I will 
say on record that I would support relief 
for our Senior Citizens which make up 


possibly the largest body in the City of 
Pittsburgh- So, I commend Councilman 
Onorato, as well as my colleagues for 
discussing this, supporting this. I read 
about it last week and I was immediately 
very supportive of this. And, I commend 
the Mayor’s Administration for coming 
forward with a creative way of, I guess, 
trying to — again, as dittoing my 
colleagues comments — of rewarding those 
who stuck it out with the City and arc still 
here in the City and will stay in the City. 
So, I think it is a great idea, let’s divvy up 
what we have to those who arc deserving. 

And, as far as discussion on the 
School Board, I thank you very much for 
not just sending a letter. But, being on the 
School Board in the past, it is not the same 
type of financing, it is not the same type of 
funding, it is a total — just very much a 
different scenario, and knowing where 
education stands with the Administration 
in Harrisburg as well as Washington, D.C., 
it is a very grueling and a very anxious 
environment for anyone who has 
education at the fore of their agenda. It is 
very scary territory right now for anyone 
in education or social services, which the 
School District does have. But, I want to 
commend you for moving to meet, not just 
the letter, but to meet and discuss anrf see 
if they can come on board and also provide 
some tax relief, which I think the residents 
would like, but again, I would like to hear 
the other side. 

The Chair: 

Well, we will follow-up on this 
when we get the information from Director 
Henmgan we will forward us the financial 
impact of what we would request of the 
School Board, I would like to follow-up 
Mr. Ricciardi’s concern with a formal 


letter and then we’d try to do a face to face 
meeting with the elected School Board 
representatives. 1 think we will be able to 
make some progress. 

As Mr. Onorato pointed out, we hit 
three home runs each time we came to bat 
on this issue, with the passage of Act 77, 
we did in this budget reduce Amusement 
Tax by five percent We know 
disproportionately over 65 to 70 percent of 
the people that pay that Amusement Tax 
live outside the City. So, that’s another 
$50.00 bill in a lot of suburbanites’ 
pockets at the expense of revenue that was 
here in this City. We also eliminated the 
Personal Property Taxes, that was 
eliminated County-wide, as well we 
reimbursed to the tune of four million 
dollars the School Board for their loss of 
revenue with the Personal Property Tax 
e liminati on- And, thirdly, and that’s what 
we are doing here today, is passing at the 
request of the Mayor a property relief for 
those who are most affected by the burden 
of high Property Taxes. 

Since we are commending 
individuals, though, I would like to 
commend the political leadership of 
Mayor Murphy and our two — at least my 
two colleagues who seemed to be taking it 
on the chin in the last few weeks, and 
that’s Commissioner Foerster and Mr. 
Flaherty. Because as far as I am 
concerned all that we are able to do with 
the passage of Act 77, quite frankly, would 
not have happened if it was not for the 
leadership of Commissioner Foerster over 
two years ago, a year and a half ago, as 
well the opportune and just the ability of 
our Mayor Tom Murphy to take advantage 
of the timing; as he was running out the 
door leaving the State Legislature in 
Harrisburg commg to office here in City 


Hall, he was able to just take the 
opportunity, and working with the political 
leadership of Commissioner Foerster, we 
succeeded in getting this bill passed in the 
first place and then we see the kind of 
impact it is having. 

And, for Mr. Dunn and a lot of 
others who monopolized the talk shows a 
year and a half ago, criticizing this bill, 
saying it was not going to actually relate 
back to some kind of reform, I would say, 
the facts are in, the elimination of Personal 
Property is relief to individuals, albeit a 
smaller number; the elimination to half of 
the Amusement Tax is clearly money back 
in to peoples’ pockets, and this third bill is 
clearly the proof of the pudding. 

Having said that, any other 
comments? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Cleric will call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1817 





A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $3,713.76 
warrant in fevor of Gary Butler for 
automobile damage, charging same to 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bill passed finally. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1818 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
repealing resolutions, approved on various 
dates, authorizing the sale of properties in 


various wards of the City of Pittsburgh, in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984.” 
Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1819 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Res. No. 709, Item A, eff. 9-23- 
94, which repealed Res. No. 30, eff. 2-3- 
94, which authorized the sale of a 2 sty. 
alum. sdg. hse., 613 Lowell Street, 12 
WD, 124-P-232, to Pearl M. Taylor, for 
$500.00. The reason for the am endm ent is 
to change the amount to be forfeited fiom 
$100.00 to correctly read $200.00 ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1820 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Res. No. 302, Item F, eff. 5-9- 
94, which authorized the sale of 102 
Gerritt Street, 12th WD, 125-D-45, a 
vacant lot, to Walter J. Anderson & 
Francis Anderson, his wife, for $350.00, to 
conect the spelling of the name of one of 
the purchases to correctly read Frances 
Anderson.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1821 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
approving conveyance by the City of 
Pittsburgh of certain property, under Act 
No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second Class 
City Treasurer Sale and CoUection Act”, 


effective December 11,1984, to the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 1822 


Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. Ail in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roU. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the filing of a petition or 
petitions for the sale of certain property or 
properties, acquired at tax sales in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, 
“Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
CoUection Act”, effective December 11, 
1984” 

Which was read. 

Also. 

Bill No. 1859 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Res. No. 973, effective January 
1.1995, entitled, “Resolution adopting and 
approving the 1995 Capital Budget and 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program and approving the 1995 through 
2000 Capital Improvement Program,” by 
amending Item 1, Department of Council, 
by changing line item Bloomfield Garfield 
Corp./Ft Pitt Field Repairs to read 
Bloomfield Garfield CorpyCollege 
Opportunity Program.”—(SPONSORED 
BY MR FERLO) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR RICCIARDI PRESENTED 


BUI No. 1891 


Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
April 12,1995, transmitting one resolution 
to CouncU. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
BUI No. 1797 


A Resolution entitled. “Resolution 
granting unto Michael N. Sobel, 5004 
Castleman Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15232, his successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
maintain and use at his own cost and 
expense, a wall in a portion of the right-of- 
way on Castleman Street in the 7th Ward. 




8th Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 
THE CHAIR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1892 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for April 12, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an Agreement or 
Agreements with the Oakland 
Transportation Management Association 
to provide matching funds for the Bike 
Oakland Project in an amount not to 
exceed $15,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from 1993 Existing Project 
Authorization funds.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

We are going to take final action 
on this bill, good, bad or indifferent It has 
been bantered about four or five times 
back and forth to the Co mmi ttee I think 
we just need to resolve it The Law 
Department’s view, although we don’t 
have a written memo, is that it is legally 
permissible under the bond fund. I 
strongly object to that legal interpretation. 
I do not think it has anything to do with 
the Capital Bond Fund. I do not see how 
buying bike racks for die University has 
anything to do with fixing the 
infrastructure of the City. 

But, in any event, let’s just move 
on the bill. I am objecting to it, not only 
because it is not true bond fund eligible; as 
well, we should spend the money on 
buying receptacles or getting rid of the 
graffiti in Oakland, or a lot of other things, 
not buying bike racks for a bunch yuppie 
doctors. 

But, in any event, we’re going to 
move on the bill. Counc ilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

We do get equal time, though, 
right, Mr. President? 


Bill No. 1800 



The Chain 

Absolutely. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yes, this has gone around and 
around like a bicycle wheel, so I am glad 
we are finally voting on it 

I am in favor of it I am in favor of 
it because there is tremendous congestion 
in northern Oakland. That congestion has 
got to be relieved. I am not saying this 
will be the ultimate solution to that 
problem but it certainly will help by 
having people ride bicycles and take 
public transportation. It is only 
$15,000.00. It is $15,000.00 that is being 
marched by the University of Pittsburgh 
and I believe also the business community. 
So, I think it is a small price to pay for a 
way to relieve some of the congestion in 
north Oakland. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Hertzberg. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I am 
going to be voting in the affirmative on 
this legislation. I think in addition to 
yuppie doctors, we also might have some 
people that cannot afford automobiles that 
might be using these bike racks. And, I 
continue to support bicycling and the 
concept of bikeways, including one that I 
hope we will have in the western part of 
the City to go along with our new busway. 
And, I note in our Solicitor’s opinion the 


issue of governmental purpose was 
brought up — 

The Chain 

I didn’t see it 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

— and I have reason to really 
determine that this would enhance the 
quality of life of City residents, and I think 
that was demonstrated in our numerous 
discussions at the table on this bill. 

The Chain 

I did not see it I apologize, I did 
not see the legal opinion. But, in any 
event, Solicitor Morrow did communicate 
to me that she felt it was legally 
appropriate. So, it is really a policy issue. 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

I will be supporting this also. I 
think it encourages people, I think, also to 
ride bikes and hopefully alleviate some of 
the congestion the Oakland residents have, 
too. It is a massive problem for them 
parking. It certainly is not going to cure 
everything but I think it is a step in the 
right direction, and even may the yuppie 
doctors won’t be stuck in traffic so they 
can do their job. 

The Chain 

Very good. Councilman Onorato. 
Mr. Onorato: 





I think you described it perfectly, 
Mr. President, when you said this is just 
really a policy issue, and we just have a 
legitimate disagreement here at the table. I 
guess I agree with all the comments of my 
colleagues about promoting bicycling and 
relieving the congestion. I guess I just 
d is a gr ee on how we go about doing that I 
staled over and over again, not just on this 
issue but on issues dealing with the 
universities and hospitals, that we are a 
partnership with them and then the main 
contribution we give to these institutions is 
their tax exempt status on real estate. 
Every dollar they save by not paying taxes 
to us because they are a non-profit 
organization, I would hope would go for 
these types of activities to promote these 
areas. I recognize the jobs they generate, I 
am glad they are here but that does come 
to a cost to this City with the tax exempt 
status and that is just a feet of life. I know 
some of them do pay some payments in 
lieu of taxes that is nowhere near what it 
would be if it was taxable property. I 
thank the institutions that do that they 
don’t all do it $15,000.00 is really 
nothing for our budget, however it is a 
principle issue, and I do not think that we 
should be spending money on bike racks 
for these institutions, that they should 
actually be offering them to us in response 
to the tax exempt status they have; 
however, I think it is just a policy 
disagreement among all of us, and I will 
be voting no. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. Any other 
discussion? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye’* when their 


names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 5 NOES 3 

VOTING NO: 


Mr. Cusick Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. Onorato (Pres’t) 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


The Chair: 


And, hopefully will never come 
back to this table. Any other discussion on 
this? 


MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1893 

Report of the Committee on T -anHc 
Buildings and Procurement for April 12, 
1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1839 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending and supplementing the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Four, Public Places 


and Property, Article II, Communications, 
Chapter 425, Cable Communications, to 
delete the establishment of a maximum 
late payment fee for the untimely payment 
of bills for cable television service and 
codifying previously adopted customer 
service standards .”—(SPONSORED BY 
MESSRS. COHEN AND 

HERTZBERG) 

Which was read. 

Also, 


called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


Bin No. 1850 


AYES 8 NOES none 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 130 of 1994 to 
change the code account into which 
proceeds from the public auction of 
artwork from the Bureau of Cable 
Communications will be deposited.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
Bin No. 1894 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction and Budget for April 12, 
1995, transmitting sundry resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 


Mr. Cohen: 

Comments brought forward, Mr. 
President 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Any other comments? Hearing 
none, the biUs are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their names are 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1810 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements, 
or use of existing agreements, and/or a 
contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts in connection with major 
renovations of recreation centers and 
Senior Citizen Centers; and providing for 
the purchase of equipment and materials 
for said centers, at a cost not to exceed 
$50,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC95-111 ” 





Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1811 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts and for the 
purchase of equipment and materi als in 
connection with the rehabilitation of 
various swimming pools, at a cost not to 
exceed $100,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account EC95-103 ” 
Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1813 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan 
for the Manchester Supportive Housing 
located on Page Street at the intersection 
of Blake Wav in the 21st Ward of the City 
of Pittsburgh.” 

W*hich was read. 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Bill No. 1811 deals with an 
expenditure on swimming pool 
rehabilitation, and at the request of all 
Members of Council our City Clerk, Linda 
Johnson-Wasler has been kind enough to 
schedule a post agenda on the topic of 


swimming pools for the upcoming season 
and also a review of what went on last 
season, including renovations last season, 
and that will occur after our May 9th 
meeting, post agenda immediately 
following. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman 
Hertzberg. We also ask that the 
Controller’s Office Performance Auditors 
be available for some of their comments 
also. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

They were invited. 

The Chain 


Very good. Any other comments? 
Hearing none, the bills are now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bills will vote “aye” when their names 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 




The Chain 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. Are there any matters to be 
brought before the body under Motions 
and Resolutions? 


MOTIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS 


The Chain 

Counc ilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, I had passed out a 
motion that I would like to bring up today 
in regards to Governor Ridge’s proposed 
budget and the cost saving measures that 
actually are a hidden tax increase to the 
municipalities. The Governor’s plan splits 
the Department of Environmental 
Resources, also includes the elimination of 
36 million dollars in State’s sewage 
treatment grants to authorities such as 
ALCOSAN. As all of you know I sit as a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
ALCOSAN. The elimination of the two 
percent subsidies will cost die local 
sewage rate payer over three milli on 
dollars, which could translate into a ten 
percent increase or more. With the 
Republicans both nationally and state level 
screaming about the unfunded mandates, it 
seems ludicrous for the State 
Administration to eliminate funding 
through the requirements they impose on 
the facilities such as ALCOSAN. 

I would like to make a motion to 
have Council send a letter to Governor 
Ridge requesting that the two percent 
operating subsidy for ALCOSAN remain 


in the State budget in order to keep our 
rates down and do not pass the buck to the 
sewage rale payer in the form of a hidden 
tax As Governor Ridge has said himself, 
no money, no mandates. 

Mr. President, even if Governor 
Ridge sees fit to do away with the DJE JL, 
then maybe there should be some 
additional subsidies that we in Allegheny 
County should receive. But, for sure, that 
he should not mess with the current 
subsidies that we do get now. 

The Chain 

Is there a second on the issue of the 
communication? This is on the likelihood 
that we’re going to lose two percent, 
which is going to possibly necessitate a 
second ALCOSAN rate hike. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

There’s a second. Is there a 
discussion on the motion? 

Hearing no other discussion. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Councilman 
Cusick. Any other comments, points to be 
brought up? 

Again, there’s a public hearing this 
evening at Greenway Middle School, 7 
p.m., on the curfew. If you would like to 
speak or attend, please do so, but if you 




would like to register to speak you can call 

the City Clerk’s Office at 

255-2138. 

At this time I will entertain a 
motion to adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. O’CONNOR 
Council adjourned. 
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Allegiance this morning. We are also very 

pleased that Tony Pilardi is here, the 
County Commander; Mr. Bill Reynolds 
from the V.F.W. 278 Post; Mr. Ray Fern, 
who Councilman Cohen certainly knows, 
from the Bloomfield Co mmunit y Gean 
Meger Post, as well as the County Senior 
Commander. We have Joanne Kountz, 
who also is an assistant and works with 
Pauline as the Vice Chair on the County 
Council and I believe she also chairs the 
Loyalty Day event And Pauline Fields, 
who I have introduced, is the President of 
the Ladies Auxiliary. 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, April 25,1995 


PRESENT: 

Mr. Cobeo 
Mr. Custck 
Mr. Hertzbcrg 
Ms. McDonald 


The Chain 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Riccsardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


We are very pleased this morning 
to have a granddaughter; she is nine years 
old; she is in die Third Grade at 
Eisenhower Elementary School. Her name 
is Shannon Whalen. S hann on is going to 
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. And 
her mom is here also. Her mom is Cheryl. 
And we want to say welcome to all of you 

this mo rning 


Ladies and gentlemen, good 
morning. City Council's Legislative 
Session will now come to order. 

Good morning, everyone. We 
have some special guests here today that 
will be honored with various 
proclamations. As well, we have a 
number of individuals from the V.F.W., 
and I did want to say hello and welcome, 
specifically Pauline Fields, who is the 
President of the County Council of the 
Ladies Auxiliary. Her granddaughter 
actually will be doing the Pledge of 


At this time would you all please 
rise for the Pledge of Allegiance and 
would you please remain standing for a 
moment of silent prayer so that we may 
have peace throughout the world. And 
Shannon is now going to lead us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Shannon. 

Shannon Whalen: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 













The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you. Shannon. 
Our City Clerk would like to present you 
with the flag of our great nation and the 
flag of our City. We appreciate you and 
your encourage for coming down here this 
morning and leading us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Thank you very much. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a number of guests in the 
audience today who are here in receipt of 
various proclamations. At this time I will 
call on Councilman Hertzberg and 
Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

To be read into the record, Mr. 
President. 

The Chain 

Very good. Councilman Hertzberg. 
We have one to be read into the record, 
please. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTS 

No. 1895 WHEREAS, The West 
End-Elliott Meals on Wheels, located at 
1026 Charters Avenue, Elliott, was 
established in 1980 and is celebrating its 
15th Anniversary on Saturday, April 22, 
1995; and, 

WHEREAS, West End-Elliott 
Meals on Wheels has 125 active 
volunteers consisting mostly of retired 


individuals, with several in their eighties, 
including drivers, visitors, kitchen workers 
and bakers; and, 

WHEREAS, many of the 
volunteers have been with the program 
since its inception: and, 

WHEREAS, there are currently 35 
people who are served two meals a day, 
five days a week; and, 

WHEREAS, over the past 15 years 
approximately 250,000 meals have been 
served; and, 

WHEREAS, the volunteers of the 
West End-Elliott Meals on Wheels have 
shown by example how to be good 
neighbors and citizens by enhancing and 
helping the quality of life for others; and, 

WHEREAS, the West End 
Community has greatly benefited from the 
dedication of these volunteers who have 
unselfishly given so much of their time 
and touched the lives of so man y people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh gives recognition to all of the 
committed volunteers; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
extends its deepest appreciation to the 
West End-Elliott Meals on Wheels 
orga niz a ti on for its 15 years of service in 
helping others achieve a healthier and 
happier life. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 


Which motion prevailed. 

MESSRS. HERTZBERG AND 
RICCIARDI PRESENT 

No. 1896 WHEREAS, on Friday, 
April 21, 1995, a Ground Breaking 
Ceremony will take place at 9:00 am. at 5 
Station Square East for the Center for 
Creative Play and a Toy Lending Library 
for all children, especially those with 
disabilities, and will offer much more than 
toys; and, 

WHEREAS, play is the most 
important work of children, which affords 
them opportunities to develop physically, 
educationally, and emotionally; and 
because of developmental delays or 
disabilities, some children need to access 
play differently; and, 

WHEREAS, the concept for The 
Center for Creative Play began with 
collaboration between Parents of Children 
with Disabilities, United Cerebral Palsy of 
Pittsburgh, Louise Child Care, Allegheny 
Intermediate Unit/Allegheny County Head 
Start, Early Learning Institute, and 
Council of Three Rivers Indian Center 
Singing Winds Head Start; and, 

WHEREAS, additional agencies 
such as ARC Allegheny, Care Break, D.T. 
Watson, Easter Seals of Allegheny 
County, the Local Interagency 
Coordinating Councils, and Pittsburgh 
Public Schools have joined the steering 
committee in funding and support; and, 

WHEREAS, a space at Station 
Square East, down the hall from the 
Louise Child Care Center, is being 
renovated to meet the needs of the Center 
for Creative Play and is being designed by 


Luke Desmone of Charles L. Desmone & 
Associates; and, 

WHEREAS, all of the renovation 
work is being donated by the Pittsburgh 
Building and Construction Trades 
Council; and, 

WHEREAS, funding for the Center 
has been provided by United Way of 
Allegheny County and Mitsubishi Electric 
America Foundation, through a grant from 
United Cerebral Palsy Associations, 
Grable Foundation, Critical Mass, PPG 
Industries Foundation, Duquesne Greeks, 
Edith Trees Charitable Trust, Smith Kline 
Beechanu Mitsubishi Electric Power 
Products, Toys R Us, Ronald McDonald 
Children's Charities, and Charles Morris 
Foundation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends all the 
organizations and individuals who have 
contributed to the Center for Creative 
Play, and thanks them for their 
compassion so that these young children 
may experience a better quality of life. 

MR HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Councilwoman McDonald, I 
believe you have one to be read into the 
record. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. Mr. President. 






The Chain 

Thank you. Council woman 

McDonald. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1897 WHEREAS, Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., will host the 
64th Great Lakes Regional Conference. 
The Conference begins on Thursday, April 
20, 1995 and continues until Sunday, April 
23,1995; and, 

WHEREAS, the theme for this 
year’s Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Conference is “Building The Future: The 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Strategy: Making the 
Net Work”; and, 

WHEREAS, the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, known as “AKA” was 
founded on January 15, 1908 on the 
campus of Howard University in 
W ashin gton, D.C. The AKA Sorority is 
the oldest public service organization of 
African-American College trained women; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the mission of AKA 
Sorority is service to humanity, and the 
cultivation and achievement of high 
scholastic and ethical standards among 
college women. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council in the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority for their commitment to 
make life better for mankind; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares the weekend of April 20, 1995 


through April 23, 1995 as Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Weekend in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1898 WHEREAS, the Saint 
Francis Health Foundation gives five 
Courage to Come Back Awards annually, 
to raise funs for health care for the 
underprivileged of Pittsburgh and to 
recognize people who have quietly and 
courageously recovered from personal 
health battles; and, 

W HEREA S, Rocky Bleier, 
Chairman of the Courage to Come Back 
Awards, and Co-Chairmen Howard 
Baldwin, C. Michael Blackwood, John E. 
Connelly, Louis D. Pappan, and James 
Roddy will present the 1995 awards at the 
eighth annual Courage to Come Back 
Award dinner; and, 

WHEREAS, the following award 
recipients have overcome overwhelming 
adversity through addiction, UItmw or 
injury, have moved their lives forward 
despite these challenges, and have 
demonstrated remarkable courage as 
examples to their peers in the following 
categories: 

Cheryl L. Smith — General Medicine 
Barbara Stewart — Chemical Dependency 

Debbie Charochak — Mental Health 
Christopher Mielo — Pittsburgh Penguins 
Youth Award 


Walter R. Cox, MD. — Physical 

Rehabilitation 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby co mm end Saint 
Francis Health Foundation and the 
Courage to Come Back Campaign for their 
vital efforts to improve the lives of the 
citizens of Pittsburgh; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby congratulate this year's 
Courage to Come Back Award recipients 
for their inspiring strength and courage 
and declare Saturday, April 22, 1995, as 
"Courage to Come Back Day" in the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you, Mr. President At this 
time I would like to have Zeke Fotta and 
Alex Hamas come forward. Up here, 
gentlemen. 

Colleagues, guests in the audience, 
this is just another example of celebrating 
the ethnic makeup of this great region and 
welcoming a group to our City, that we are 
actually hosting their 45th event, and I will 
explain in the proclamation. 


MR ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1899 WHEREAS, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania is proud to be the host city 
for the 45th annual International Jednota 
Bowling To urnam ent; and, 

WHEREAS, the word Jednota in 
Slovak means union. In 1890, Father 
Stephen Furdek, along with 5 men 
representing Slovaks from Western 
Pennsylvania, Eastern Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and the coal mining regions of Central 
Pennsylvania, organized for the express 
purpose of providing help and security to 
new Americans from Slovakia; and, 

WHEREAS, it was not only 
formed to provide financial aid to famili es 
at a time of death, but was also a medium 
in which Slovak language and culture 
could live; and, 

WHEREAS, to be a member, one 
had to be Slovak and in good standings 
with the Catholic Church. It was expected 
that the members would look out for each 
other and help each other; and, 

WHEREAS, as the needs of the 
Slovak people changed, so did the role of 
the Jednota. The society still remains a 
medium of exchange for cultural activities 
and has taken on the role of a catalyst in 
the sense that it strives to bring people of 
Slovak origin together for activities in 
which they can remember their ethnicity, 
or in some cases leam it; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes and commends 
the Prve Katolicke Slovenske Jednota for 
years of dedication. 




MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. R1CC1ARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time I am just going to turn 
the mike over to you so that you can 
explain exactly what we are doing here, 
and welcome your group to the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Fotta: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I should note that the North Side is 
also host of the Slovak Club right behind 
the Kuntz Supermarket on — is that 
Stayton Street or - 

Mr. Fotta: 

Stayton and Ho dgkin 

Councilman Dan, and other 
Councilmen, in appreciation for your 
proclamation for our union — I’m not used 
to this - 

The Chain 

Take your time. 

Mr. Fotta: 

We are grateful for you have given 
us a chance to show our appreciation for 
what you have done for us and to note that 
we are proud of our Slovak heritage. But, 


most of all, we are proud to be Americans. 
Our parents were lovers of freedom and 
friends of the Press, and these are the 
principles this Country was based on. In 
all their works they echoed and in all their 
speeches embodied our Constitution and 
they have chiseled them in our marble and 
have stamped even on their coin. 

But, today there is an unmistakable 
side of a change. We follow our 
inclinations rather than our principles. 
Commercialism thr eate ns to dominate our 
nation life. As the higher ideas are 
forsaken, so the moral vision of this Ha t* is 
blinded by the glamour of golden power. 
If our true dedication of our father s is true 
to ourselves and true to God, then when at 
length civilization is consummated and a 
grateful world veers on the Saratoga of the 
past, we will be remembered by the 
majesty of the figure of Columbia and at 
her feet die broken ehaing and on our brow 
a d iadem of peace that she made us free. 
Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you, gentlemen. Thank you 
and good luck with your celebration. 
Thank you very much. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time I would like to have 
the North Catholic team and coaches come 
forward, and of course Head Coach Don 
Barth. I see there Mr. Lyons. 

Colleagues, Mr. President, I do not 
t hink that I have to go into too much detail 
as they are walking forward to explain the 
accomplishments of North Catholic Girls 
Basketball Team. This is just an 
unbelievable record, an unbelievable feat 


across this state, which has not been 

duplicated, and my guess is it probably 
will never be duplicated, what they 
accomplished. And I take a little extra 
pride since it is my alma mate r Class of 
‘79, for anyone listening. And I just think 
that this City — for some reason this team 
does not get enough recognition for what 
they accomplish. This isn’t just winning a 
City Championship, or winning a Western 
PIAL, this is the State Championship; it is 
not once, it is not twice, it is not three 
times, it is just an unbelievable domination 
of the State Championship. And when 1 
read the proclamation you will see why it 
is so important. 1 mean this team and this 
school has dominated so much that I think 
Mr. Barth has been in Council Chambers 
more than I have receiving these awards. 
And it is with this domination that I hope 
that the City, the County and this entire 
region recognizes what North Catholic has 
accomplished, and I should say, the young 
ladies in front of us here, what they have 
accomplished, and their predecessors, and 
hopefully this tradition continues for our 
entire region, because we can all take pride 
in this. 

I am going to read the 
proclamation and then we will hear from 
some of the individuals today. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1900 WHEREAS, on March 
25, 1995 the North Catholic Trojanettes 
won a third straight Class AAA 
championship at the Hershey Park Arena; 
and, 

WHEREAS, by defeating North 
Schuylkill, 63-56, the Trojanettes became 
the first larger-classification program- 


Class AAAA or AAA-to three-peat a 

PIAA girls’ title; and, 

WHEREAS, North Catholic 
became the first program in PIAA history 
to reach the finals four consecutive years; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Trojanettes and 
staff are: 

Jackie Porac 
Maureen Lyons 
Michelle Gourgues 
Julie Cook 
Kathleen O r Donnell 
Susan Templin 
Erin Riggle 
Mindy Kostorick 
Laureen Donnelly 
Amy Novak 
Lynn Markl 
Ann Sweeney 
Kelfy Eberhardt 
Meghan Miller 
Christine Schraeder 
Carolyn Constantakis 
Don Barth 
Dave Lyons 
Bob Darkey 
Frank Windisch 
Dave White 

WHEREAS, the Trojanettes were 
m a k i n g a record ninth appearance in the 
PIAA final since 19S0. The team won 
Class AA titles in 1980 and 1983 and 
Class AA crowns in 1984 and 1988. 
North Catholic was the runner-up in 1989 
and 1992; and, 

WHEREAS, North Catholic 
extended its winning streak against PIAA 
schools to 90 consecutive games. Since 
their loss in the 1992 PIAA final. North 





Catholic has gone 914, with all four 
losses coming to non-Pennsylvania teams; 
and, 

WHEREAS, all totaled. North 
Catholic has won 18 major championships 
- 11 WPIAL and seven PIAA titles - since 
1976. Of the first-place trophies, one-third 
have been won since the start of the 1992- 
93 season because of three-peats at the 
WPIAL and PIAA levels. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes and congratulates 
the North Catholic Trojanettes and staff 
for their hard work to establish an 
unprecedented winning tradition. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed 
Mr. Onorato: 

I also just want to point out, it is 
not in the proclamation, they said this 
winning streak started since 1976, and 
what is even more amaring is North 
Catholic only went co-ed, I think it was 
1972. So, four years after the school went 
co-ed, it was all boys before then, they 
started this domination, and I think a lot of 
it goes to the coach, Don Barth, to the 
other support staff of North Catholic here, 
but particularly to the girls. 

At this time I would like to have 
Don Barth come forward, and then 
hopefully hear from one or several of the 
players. Coach, congratulations. 


Mr. Barth: 


On behalf of the North Catholic 
girls, I would like to thank Council and 
Dan Onorato for having us here. They 
have always - every time we won 
something, they’ve had us down here to 
show their appreciation, and we are proud 
of being a part of the City. We could 
bring the championship back three times 
in a row and we are proud that we are 
members of this City. Thank you very 
much. 

The Chain 

Very good Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Any of the other coaches? Mr. 
Lyons, do you want to say a few words 
before we move on to the players? 

Mr. Lyons: 

I would just like to thank City 
Council and especially Dan Onorato for 
his support to North Catholic, and the girls 
for doing their part to keeping Pittsburgh 
and Western Pennsylvania on the leading 
edge, both in athletics, academics, and so 
forth. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Now the players. Who would like 
to be the spokesperson for the players? 


Ann Sweeney: 




Thanks. On behalf of the North 

Catholic Girls Basketball Team and the 
student body, I would like to extend our 
thanks and appreciation for the recognition 
that the City Council has given us today 
by inviting us here. Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Anyone else? Would anyone else 
like to say anything? If not, we will get a 
photo here. 

The Chain 

Thank you and congratulations ail. 
Thank s for representing our City. We 
want to know what kind of student 
Councilman Onorato was, that's what we 
want to know? 

Councilman Ricciardi, I believe 
you have some guests? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Yes. Thank you, Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

I would like to ask Mr. David Else, 
who is the recipient of this resolution, if he 
could please come forward. 

Colleagues, I was very honored 
when my friends and supporters of the 
Salvation Army on the South Side called 
me up and asked if we would sponsor this 
resolution, and with us we have David 
Else. 


MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTS 

No. 1901 WHEREAS, the 
Coalition for Addictive Diseases in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania and co- 
sponsors United Mental Health, Inc., 
Allegheny County Drug Initiative and the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
Society of Americans for Recovery, will 
sponsor the third annual Freedom Friday; 
and, 

WHEREAS, these organizations 
are concerned about the multitude of 
problems surrounding the harmful use of 
alcohol and other drugs throughout our 
region’s health, religious, social service, 
business, labor, education and 
communication sectors; and, 

WHEREAS, Freedom Friday is 
the opportunity for people of all ages to 
become part of the solution, rather than the 
problem. All persons in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania are asked to abstain from the 
use of alcohol and illicit drugs for a 24- 
hour period, and the observance of this 
event will help show solidarity with those 
who suffer everyday from the abuses of 
alcohol and other drugs; and, 

WHEREAS, Freedom Friday 
increases public awareness by sharing the 
message that alcohol and illicit drugs are 
clearly the source of one of the most 
serious public health problems in America. 
Addiction is the third leading killer in our 
nation and will cost America over $1 
trillion between now and the year 2000 
through expenditures on law enforcement, 
treatment, prevention, costs of crime, lost 
productivity, increased insurance 
premiums and health care; and, 





THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
hereby congratulates and commends all of 
those involved for sharing such an 
important message on Freedom Friday; 
and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares Friday, April 28, 1995, 

“Freedom Friday Day” in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR- RICCIARDI moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Rkciardi: 

Thank you, colleagues. And, 
David, we really want to thank you for all 
your hard work and efforts of this behalf, 
because it is truly a problem, one that is 
being addressed by a number of 
organizations such as yours. So, 
congratulations, and if you could please 
share a message with us. Thank you, 
David. 

Mr. Else: 

First, I brought Freedom Friday 
buttons for all the Members of Council, 
which I hope you will be wearing thic 
week. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Else: 


Thank you. Counc ilman Ricciardi, 
and the rest of the Council. I want to 
thank you for recognizing this day. As 
Councilman Ricciardi said, this is the 
Third Annu al Freedom Friday, and we 
hope that it will become a national event 
through the Society of Americans for 
Recovery; in feet, there ate great plans for 
it to be so, and we can be proud that 
Pittsburgh was the City that lead the way 
in recognizing this day. 

This year we hope also to have 
much greater media attention to this day 
because that is the way we can get the 
message out to the citizens of this 
community. And, so we will have the 
Mayor, Tom Murphy, and U.S. Attorney, 
Fred Thieman as our honorary co¬ 
chairpersons. We will be having a march 
on Thursday night, the 27th, to raise 
awareness about the various costs and 
problems surrounding the addiction 
disease in our community. It will go from 
the St. Francis Central Medical Pavilion 
through the Duquesne University Campus, 
through the new jail, to the morgue, the 
Wood Street Shelter and finally to Fifth 
Avenue Place, where Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield has its offices, and we will then 
disperse at Market Square. 

We need to raise awareness. The 
disease itself is certainly a killer, as it was 
mentioned in the proclamation, that it is at 
least the third leading killer in our society, 
but its costs are even greater than that 
And the tragic thing is that today it is 
much more difficult to access treatment for 
this disease than it is to access the new 
jail. That is a costly alternative, much 
more costly than providing adequate care. 

We are having Freedom Friday to 
raise awareness so that the community can 
get behind our efforts to provide adequate 





treatment and prevention to those who 

suffer from this disease, and also to join 
with those who abstain from alcohol 24 
hours a day every day, who are in recovery 
from this disease. 

And, so we thank you for this 
opportunity to be here, to receive this 
proclamation and to gain your support that 
this year’s Freedom Friday will be the best 
yet. Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you, sir. That concludes our 
Read and Adopteds, unless there are any 
others to be read into the record. If not, 
we will move to Presentation of Papers. 

MR. CO SICK PRESENTED 

No. 1902 Resolution providing for 
a certification required by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Community 
Affairs in order to close out the 
Rehabilitation of Arsenal Park Project 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1903 An Ordinance amending 
the Pgh. Code, Title Nine, Zoning, Article 
I, Administration, Chapter 909.06 (b) (14) 
- home office of a physician or dentist, by 
setting guidelines for occupancy permits 
relative to Home Office exceptions.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. O’CONNOR) 
Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 


No. 1904 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 272, effective April 11, 
1995, by further amending and 
supplementing Resolution No. 971, 
effective January 1, 1995, entitled, 

“Making Appropriations to pay the 
expenses of conducting the Public 
Business of the City of Pittsburgh and for 
meeting the debt charges thereof for the 
Fiscal Year beginning January 1, 1995,” 
by making cer tain corrections.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. ONORATO) 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1905 Resolution authorizing 
the Mayor and the City Solicitor to enter 
into an agreement or agreements for the 
hiring of counsel to assist in the 
representation of the City of Pittsburgh for 
outside legal counsel at a cost not to 
exceed $150,000, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account 1075, 
Miscellaneous Services, Department of 
Law. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 




No. 1906 Resolution granting unto 
Byrdell and Lexi Jackson, 3613 California 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15212, 
their successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense, eight 
(8) off street parking stalls with a metal 
guide rail in a portion of the right-of-way 
at 3210 Central Avenue in the 27th Ward, 
1 st Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1907 Petition from the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh 
requesting a public hearing on Bill No. 
1879 - Resolution providing for an 
agreement with The Carnegie authorizing 
the transfer of certain equipment from the 
Buhl Planetarium to The Carnegie. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1908 Communication from 
Eloise Hirsh, Director, Department of City 
Planning, submitting the re-certification of 
Area “H 71 in Bloomfield for the Residential 
Parking Permit Program in accordance 
with the Pittsburgh Code, Title Five, 


Traffic, Chapter 549, Residential Parking 
Permit Program, Section 549.06(d). 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Motion to receive and file on this 
bill. Re-certification of a Residential 
Sticker Parking area. 

Mr. Cohen: 

So moved, Mr. President 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chain 

Moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

On the one bill presented by 
Councilman Onorato regarding additional 
resources needed by the Law Department, 
I would like to suggest that we have a 
meeting in Executive Session on that bill 
first prior to the Wednesday Session. This 
is a follow-up on my discussion on behalf 
of Council to the Solicitor following a 
number of lawsuit cases that we Hicmcc in 
Executive Session and the issue of 
additional legal counsel representation. I 
would like to suggest we first meet in 
Executive Session and then bring it back 
to the Wednesday floor. 

Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 



Mr. President, I think that is a good 
idea. I would also like to request our 
Solicitor, since this is an annual allocation, 
to see how the dollars have been spent for 
the past year. 

Bin No. 1840 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
transferring the amount of $1,000.00 from 
Code Account 1001 (100107), Salaries, 
Regular Employees, City Council, to Code 

The Chair: 

Account 1001-1 (100115), Miscellaneous 
Services, Supplies, Equipment, Etc., City 
Council.”—(SPONSORED BY MR. 

Thank you very much. 

CUSICK) 

Are there any matters to be brought 
under Unfinished Business or Reports of 
Special Committees? Hearing none, we 
will move to Reports of Committees. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the biU, is there any discussion on 
the bin? 

The Chair: 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the biU wUl vote “aye” when their 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget Councilman Onorato. 

names are called; aU opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk wUl caU the roU. 

Mr. Ooorato: 

The ayes and noes were taken 

Mr. President 

agreeably to law, and were: 

The Chair: 

Ayes: 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

MFL ONORATO PRESENTED 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

BUI No. 1909 

AYES 7 NOES none 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for April 19, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

The bUl having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, 

Bril No. 1853 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 






A Resolution entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Two, 
Fiscal, Article I, Administration, Chapter 
215, Fire Loss Claims, Section 215.02, 
Municipal Certificate for Payment of 
Claims, Section 215.02, Municipal 
Certificate for Payment of Claims and 
Section 215.03, Fire Escrow Trust Fund, 
Subsection (1), to comply with the 
provisions of Act 93 of 1994 concerning 
an increase in the escrow limit and the 
procedure for submission of loss reports ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $905.78 
warrant in favor of Laura Lips for auto 
damage when struck by a Public Works 
truck, charging same to Code Account No. 
46, Judgments” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1855 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $936.45 
warrant in favor of Beverly Feeney for 
automobile damage when a City refuse 
truck struck a parked car, chargeable to 
and payable from Code Account No. 46, 
Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1856 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. 0 s Connor 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


AYES 7 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


Also, 


Bill No. 1854 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $1,060.37 
warrant in favor of Brian Maron in 
settlement of claim for auto damage by a 
City fire vehicle, charg ing same to Code 
Account No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1857 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $1,029.12 
warrant in favor of Carl Stone for auto 
damage by a City Police vehicle, charging 



same to Code Account No. 46, 

Judgments.” 

The Chain 

Which was read. 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 

The Chain 

the biU? 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the biU wiH vote “aye” when their 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

names are caUed; aU opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk win caU the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Ayes: 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The biU having received the legaUy 
required number of votes passed finaUy. 

AYES 7 NOES none 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 

BUI No. 1910 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for April 19, 1995, 

Also, 

transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Bill No. 1858 

Which was read, received and filed. 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the conveyance by the City 
of Pittsburgh of certain property under Act 
No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second Class 
City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984.” 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1862 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with the Western Pennsylvania 

Which was read. 

Conservancy for the Community Self- 




Help Beautification and Community 
Gardening Programs in Community 
Development Neighborhoods, and for the 
development of floral beds on highly 
visible, vacant lots in the City at a cost not 
to exceed $100,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from the Department of City 
Planning (NPA).” 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 7 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


Which was read. 

The Chair; 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Briefly. I think we mentioned in 
last week’s meeting that I want to thank 
the Conservancy on behalf of all of the 
Council Districts. They are starting to 
plant and I see the work, and I just want to 
congratulate and thank them, especially all 
the volunteer groups that help them. It is 
really beautification of our City, and I just 
wanted to mention that, 

Mr. Onorato: 

Here, here. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Other 
comments? Hearing none, the bill is now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bill will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

BUI No. 1911 

Report of the Committee on Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Policy for April 19, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Counril. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

BUI No. 1849 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a lease or leases and/or 
license or licenses for the use of certain 
property for a community recreation center 
located at 200 Tabor Street at a yearly 
rental cost not to exceed Nine Thousand 
Three Hundred ($9,300.00) dollars, 
payable from Code Account 1801, 
Miscellaneous Services, in the Department 
of Parks and Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading 
title of the biU, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 




Hearing none, the bill is now ready 

for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no” The Cleric will call the roll. 

total cost shall not exceed forty-one 
thousand dollars ($41,000.00), chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account PSTA, 
Department of Public 

Safety. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Ayes: 

Bill No. 1876 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Contract/s; or the use of 
existing Contract/s; or Agreement/s for the 
purchase of Saber radios and accessories 
for file Bureau of Police. The total cost 

AYES 7 NOES none 

shall not exceed nineteen thousand dollars 
($19,000.00), chargeable to and payable 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

from Code Account PSTA, Department of 
Public Safety.” 

MIL COHEN PRESENTED 

Which was read. 

BUI No. 1912 

The Chain 

Report of the Committee on Public Safety 
Sendees for April 19, 1995, transmitting 
two resolutions to CouncU. 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action All in favor of the 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

Bill No. 1875 

The ayes and noes were taken 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Contracts; or the use of 
existing Contract/s; or Agreement/s for the 
purchase of two pole can/surveillance 
systems for the Bureau of Police. The 

agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 




Ayes: 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
BUI No. 1913 

Report of the Committee on En gin eering 
and Construction for April 19, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative reco mmendati r>n 

Bill No. 1812 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts for street tree 
planting at various locations, at a cost not 
to exceed 5150,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from the foUowing Code 
Accounts: EC95-143 and CDEC95-143.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bUl is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


Also, 


BUI No. 1841 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 159, effective 
March 22, 1995, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the County of Allegheny for the 
reimbursement of the City’s share of the 
cost of a feasibility study for the 
improvements to the Liberty Tunnel, 
South Portal/Route 51 Intersection,’ by 
providing for the partial front funding of 
said project.” 

Which was read. 


The Chair: 


You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bUl, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 


On Bill 1841, that’s on the Liberty 
Tubes, that the Clerk read, that bUl is 
actually the same bUl that was voted on 
previously, it has been altered in language 
to accommodate the Controller’s Office, 
regarding the encumbrance of the funds 
being a lesser amount, meaning a lesser 
amount of the Capital Bond Funds would 


be actually encumbered than the 700,000 

plus. 

If there is no discussion, though, 
on that Bill 1841, while I was originally 
supportive of this project, I voted no in the 
Committee; I am going to vote no today 
on the final bill. My major concern at this 
time, after looking at some of the proposed 
final plans, again, it is an opposition that I 
express in other construction projects, we 
are giving up a significant amount of 
taxable property in this City to 
accommodate this swift flight of non-City 
residents into the City, the major amount 
of reconstruction and concrete, albeit, it is 
a wonderful construction project, it still 
fundamentally has the tr affi c problem of 
being a roadway in to a tunnel that is not 
being enlarged. So, no amount of semi¬ 
circles or new road construction outside of 
the tunnels. Without dealing with the fact 
that the tunnels will remain two lanes, to 
me is not going to really deal 
fundamentally with the concern of moving 
traffic more quickly, in terms of its cost 
benefit, and I just have a major concern 
and opposition in that respect 

I also don’t like the feet that, since 
I initially voted on the bill, that some 15 
other roadway construction projects, 
including some that are in my district and 
have been on the waiting list for many, 
many years, as opposed to this project, 
which all of a sudden wasn’t even going to 
be a project until Governor Ridge and 
Commissioner Dunn prevailed late this 
past December. 

For those reasons, and others, I am 
voting no on the construction project 

Any other discussion on the bill? 
Councilman O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, without studying, I do 
believe — I agree with you that it would be 
nice to widen the tunnel, but with this 
process it will eliminate all red lights, so 
the flow of traffic will be consistent, right 
now it has to stop. So, I think it will be a 
major improvement, maybe it is not the 
end all but — so, I am supporting it, and I 
think that is a massive problem, and I 
agree with you, we have other problems, 
but this money is available, so I certainly 
everyone that let’s take it and move to — 
like you say, there are 15 other projects in 
need and hopefully we get something. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. 
Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, with the bill on 
Route 51 and West Liberty Avenue that 
you refer to, as you mentioned, this is the 
same bill, the only changes being made are 
in the feet that we do not have to 
encumber the entire amount of funds, and 1 
will continue to support this legislation. I 
think there have been studies going on for 
a great many years on this particular 
intersection, and with the repair and 
closing of the Fort Pitt Bridge and Tunnel, 
it has finally moved up to where it 
belongs, something is finally going to 
happen on this and I am going to continue 
to support it. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. 
Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 




Obviously, Mr. President, you do 
raise some good point, however, I am 
adamantly supporting this legislation. I 
believe this is going to definitely help our 
neighborhoods in Brookline and 
Beechview and south and southwest of the 
City of Pittsburgh. So, it is something I 
t hink is long awaited. Obviously priorities 
are set and priorities are set by those that 
presently hold office. I think Senator 
Fisher had a great deal of input on thic and 
I really commend him for his input hut I 
would like to move ahead with this today. 

The C hair ; 

Very good. Other comments? 
Hearing none, the bill is now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bill will vote “aye” when their names 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call die roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O'Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald 


consultant or consultants for 
services in connection with the 
reconstruction of Ft. Duquesne Boulevard 
from Stanwix Street to Tenth Street; 
providing for a Reimbursement Agreement 
or Agreements with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of 
Transportation; providing for a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, at a 
cost not to exceed $900,000.00, chargeable 
to and payable from Code Account EC94- 
1124.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1844 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution #530, effective My 
18, 1988, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts for structural renovation of 
Phipps Conservatory,’ by increasing the 
total project allocation by $115,000.00 
from $1,127,500.00 to $1,242^00.00.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 


AYES 6 NOES 1 


Bin No. 1845 


(MR FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The biU having received the legaUy 
required number of votes passed finally. 
Also, 

BiU No. 1842 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements, 
or use of existing agreements with a 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 723, effective 
May 28, 1993, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
contract or contracts or use of existing 
contracts for the reconstruction of Grant 
Street/Liberty Avenue - Phase 3; providing 
for a Reimbursement Agreement or 
Agreements with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of 
Transportation,’ by providing for a 


Cooperation Agreement with the 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust” 

passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

Which was read. 


Also, 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Bill No. 1846 

Ayes: 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts, and/or an 
agreement or agreements, or use of 
existing agreements, and providing for the 
purchase of materials and equipment in 
connection with major repairs and 
emergencies to park facilities, at a cost not 
to exceed S200,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account EC95-144.” 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pies’t) 

AYES 7 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Also, 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. Are there any matters to be 

Bill No. 1847 

brought before the body under Motions 
and Resolutions? 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Resolution #973, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, 'Adopting and 
approving the 1995 Capital Budget and the 
1995 Community Development Block 
Grant Program; and approving the 1995 
through 2000 Capital Improvement 
Program,’ by creating a new line item, 
Phipps Conservatory.” 

Which was read 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 

The Chain 

Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. President, and 
colleagues. This morning we had a good 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

kickoff for project Clean Sweep, and that 
is the intensified use of personnel here in 
the City of Pittsburgh and resources in 
Knoxville and Beltzhoover. Early this 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 

morning there were hundreds of volunteers 
from AmeriCorp; there were dozens of 






volunteers from the neighborhoods, and 
there were literally hundreds of employees 
from the City of Pittsburgh with all 
equipment Presently we are cleaning lots, 
we are pruning trees, we are cleaning the 
streets, we are picking up litter, we are 
cleaning catch basins, we are demolishing 
homes, and we are going door to door with 
public safety information, of which Dan 
Cohen has been very helpful. Our police 
and firefighters are going door to door. 
We are talking about smoke detectors. We 
have BBI. We are citing some properties 
that need to be cleaned up. It is 
magnificent It is a big, big success. 

On that note, I would like to invite 
all of my colleagues. You are welcome to 
come up for the appreciation lunch that 
will occur at 11:30, between 11:30 and 
12.30 in Beltzhoover at the McKinley 
Park Center, Senior Center. 
Unfortunately, I will be a little late for that 
b e ca u s e 1 am m the midst of cleaning a lot 
myself, and I have asked Mr. Dan Cohen 
to represent me and say some remarks. 
And. Mr Cohen, I want to thanlc you for 
all you did with Public Safety on that 
issue, and thank Mayor Murphy; he is up 
there now. as a matter of fret, in his sweats 
and sweatshirt and he is doing a lot of 
work, manual work. 

But, it is a good idea. There are 88 
neighborhoods in the City of Pittsburgh, 
Knoxville and Beltzhoover were chosen as 
the first, and I am looking forward to 
supporting my colleagues when Project 
Clean Sweep comes to your Council 
District Thank you, Mr. President 

The Chair: 


Yes, thank you. Co uncilman 
Ricciardi. 

Council wo man McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, I would just like to affirm 
some things going on this week. This 
week, April 24th through the 28th, is “The 
Week of the Young Child”. The Headstart 
Program of Penn Hills, a neighboring 
community of Pittsburgh on my end, had 
alerted me to this, and I just wanted to 
remind the public that this is “The Week 
of the Young Child,” possibly visit some 
of the Headstart and other Early Childhood 
Programs. 

Also, tomorrow I want all of my 
colleagues to remember, it is “Secretary’s 
Day”. It is “Secretary’s Day ” and 
congratulations to all the secretaries, you 
do hard work, and unfortunately I think 
you’re underpaid. That’s another issue all 
together. 

Thursday, April 27th is “Bring 
Your Daughters to Work Day” Again, I 
agree with this initiative, I have 
participated in the past, but I do want to 
re min d all parents that it’s nice, but if your 
d aught er is having problems in school, 
please, education is first and foremost I 
have one like that at home and she’s not 
coming. Not at all. She’s going to stay in 
school. Basically, that is all. 

And, I also want to commend the 
Mayor for coming to my end of town, in 
East End, on Saturday, for the “Glad Bag- 
A-Thon”. He worked for a solid hour, and 
some of the community leaders in that area 
said they — they took pride, they said, “We 
put him to work.” I said, “Did you beat 
him, too?” But, they put him to work, and 
he worked for a solid hour, and it was not 




a photo session, it was really just about 

work. So, I just warn to congratulate him. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Councilwoman 
McDonald. 

Any other comments to be brought 
before the body? I need a motion to 
approve the Minutes. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to approve 
the Minutes of Tuesday, April 11, 1995 
and Tuesday, April 18,1995. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

And, at this time 1 will entertain a 
motion to adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. COHEN 

Council adjourned. 
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The Chain 

City Council’s Legislative Session 
will now come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 


Meredith Adlesic. She is in the 6th Grade 
at the Immaculate Conception School in 
Bloomfield. She is in Councilman Dan 
Cohen's District, and her mom and dad are 
here, Edward and Laura, and we are 
pleased to see them. 

And, Meredith is going to lead us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Meredith. 

Meredith Adlesic: 

1 pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Meredith. 

Meredith Adlesic: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

1 appreciate you coming down this 
morning with your mom and dad. Our 
City Clerk would like to give you the flag 
of our great nation and the flag of our City. 
I want to thank you very much for coming 
down from Bloomfield today. 


We are very pleased and honored 
this morning to have a young woman. 


PRESENTATIONS 






The Chain 

We have a lot of celebrities in the 
audience, including Franco Harris 1 see out 
there. A good friend, great h umanitarian 
And, at this time I would like to call on 
Councilman Dan Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President Would 
Franco Harris and all the folks from the 
LIHEAP program please come on up. 

Members of Council, and members 
of the audience, it is my honor anrf 
privilege to be able to present this 
proclamation. You know it is hard to 
believe thai we have to fight to save a 
program that helps low income families 
pay their heating bills. That is what the 
LIHEAP program is. But that is really 
what we are seeing coming out of 
Washington today, is upside down 
priorities They are cutting lunches for 
school kids, they are cutting nutrition 
programs for low income Seniors, they are 
cutting Cancer research. And we here in 
City Council have been fighting hard 
against these cuts. 

Why are they cutting these 
programs? It is not for deficit reduction. 
They are cutting these programs in order 
to fund tax breaks for people making over 
$200,000.00 a year. That is misguided 
and it is mean-spirited. And we are here 
today to fight against cuts in another very, 
very important program, and that is the 
LIHEAP program, and that stands for Low 
Income Heating Assistance Program. 

This program funded low income 
people who need help in paying their 
heating bills to the tune of 2.1 billion 


dollars in 1986. That had already been cut 

to 1.3 billion dollars in 1994. But in 1995, 
with this so called contract — I call it “the 
contract on America,” a lot of other people 
do, too — the contract on America, not just 
the contract with America — the House of 
Representatives brought this down to zero, 
so that according to the House there would 
be no funding whatsoever for this LIHEAP 
program. Luckily in the United States 
Senate they restored some of the funding 
and now it is in conference. 

So, that is why it is very important 
that we take a strong stand to completely 
restore funding for this program. And I 
am very, very proud to have with us today 
some very important people, one of whom 
you know quite well, and that is Franco 
Harris, who is a legend here in the City of 
Pittsburgh, not only a great football star 
but someone who has taken a stand for 
very important community activities, 
including this LIHEAP program. He is the 
spokesperson for the LIHEAP program. 

We also have with us Sandy 
Gagorik from Equitable Gas. Raise your 
hand, Sandy. Thank you for being here. 
Maureen Sherbin from Columbia Gas. 
Thanks, Maureen. And from Peoples Gas 
we have Robert Jones, who is the Manager 
of the Local Government Issues, that 
Members of Council certainly know well. 
Sadie Kroeck — I hope I am pronouncing 
that right — from Peoples Gas. Also, 
Stephen Dishait, who is from Employee 
and Media Relations with Peoples Gas. 

So, that having been said, let’s go 
with this resolution: 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 





No. 1914 WHEREAS, the Low-Income 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is a 
federally funded p rog ram to help low- 
income families pay their heating bills; 
and, 

WHEREAS, eligibility for the program 
is set at 135% of poverty level (maximum 
income of $19,900 for a family of four) 
and LIHEAP reaches fewer than one-half 
of the eligible households in Pennsylvania; 
and, 

WHEREAS, LIHEAP serves 
Pennsylvania citizens with great needs. 
Thirty-two percent of the persons 
receiving aid are Social Security 
recipients, 26% are welfare recipients, 
20% are working poor, 11% are 
supplemental security income recipients 
and 3% receive unemployment benefits; 
and. 

WHEREAS, due to funding reductions, 
the program is no longer available during 
rimes of greatest need, thereby 
exacerbating health and safety needs; and, 

WHEREAS, this heating season, 1994- 
1995, the Federal appropriation for 
LIHEAP in Pennsylvania is 87.9 million 
dollars, the lowest in the history of the 
program; and, 

WHEREAS, sources of funds used by 
states to supplement LIHEAP such as the 
Energy Conservation Assistance Fund will 
be exhausted in 1995; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh urges the President of the 
United States to maintain the 1994-1995 
funding levels for LIHEAP and to refrain 
from any further reductions; 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
urges Pennsylvania’s Congressional 
delegation to reject any proposal to reduce 
LIHEAP funding. 

MR- COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MS- McDONALD which motion 
prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much. I want to 
thank all of the gas companies for working 
so hard to preserve this program and also 
for administering this program and helping 
to fund it yourselves. And most want to 
thank Franco Harris for coming down 
today and for speaking out in favor of the 
LIHEAP program. 

Franco, thank you very much. It is 
a thrill to have you in City Council 
Chambers. 

Mr. Harris: 

Thank you very much. Councilman 
Cohen. And also I would like to thank the 
fellow Council people for their support 
and also for their fight for the people in 
need. 

Now, one thing I do want to say is 
that, when people think of the LIHEAP 
program, they think, once agam J it’s just a 
handout or a Welfare sort of thing but it 
goes way beyond that We have to 
understand that all of us and some time 
during out life, need help, and we don’t 
know when that might be, when some 
misfortune might strike us, but when it 
does come, we are going to need some 





help at that particular time. And I have 
been working with the LIHEAP program 
for a couple of years now and I have met 
some people who were just down on their 
luck for a short period of time, maybe it’s 
one year or two years, but during that time, 
they really needed some help to get 
throu gh, and to be able to just be warm in 
their house, to feel secure in their house, is 
very important 

So, thank you for your help. I 
would like to thank the gas companies, 
they just do a wonderful job in getting the 
message out and just continuing to help 
our citizens here in the Commonwealth 

So, once again, thank you for 
caring aud thank you for fi ghting 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much 
Mr. Cohen: 

We also have Sadie Kroeck from 
Peoples Gas. If you can come up, Sadie, 
and say a few words. 

Ms. Kroeck: 

Thank you. As you see, I had to 
move the microphone a bit 

On behalf of the gas utilities, we 
are very concerned about LIHEAP and its 
continuation; it really provides a service 
for people, as Franco said, who are down 
on their luck, and last year over 500,000 
Pennsylvanians were able to receive help 
through LIHEAP, and these are folks who 
quite often get into trouble through no 
fault of their own, and it makes a 
difference for them, especially with older 
adults, in being able to stay in their homes 


and to stay warm during the heating 
season. 

We very much appreciate this 
recognition today, and again we want to 
thank Franco because he really helps us to 
get the word out and he helps to let people 
know that LIHEAP is for them. T hank 
you all very much. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Hey, Dan, why don’t you step 
down and show your real height there. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Yeah, I know. Didn’t you do this 
last week. 

Thank you all very much. 

Would the folks from the F.O.P. 
please come up, as well as Assistant Chief 
Moffart. Members of Council, we have 
another very important proclamation here 
today, because we have coming up 
tomorrow night a retirement party for what 
I believe to be the biggest class of retirees 
that we have ever had in the City of 
Pittsburgh, and that is 156 Pittsburgh 
Police Officers, and I would like to read 
this proclamation to acknowledge them 
and to acknowledge their service to the 
City of Pittsburgh: 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 





No. 1915 WHEREAS, on Wednesday, 
May 3, 1995, the Pittsburgh Police 
Department will honor 156 individuals 
who are retiring from the Police Force; 
and, 

WHEREAS, these retiring men and 
women have served bravely throughout 
their careers by maintaining the safety of 
our City and by recognizing that the life 
and liberty of its citizens is paramount; 
and, 

WHEREAS, although the streets of 
Pittsburgh are increasingly dangerous, the 
members of Pittsburgh’s Police Force 
challenge themselves every day by 
performing their duties with the utmost 
responsibility and pride; and, 

W HEREA S, the City of Pittsburgh 
draws many visitors into our area each 
year for many social, cultural and sports 
events, and our City Police Officers are 
called upon to maintain the peace and 
dignity at these events, so we also 
recognize these fine men and women as 
Goodwill Ambassadors; and, 

WHEREAS, the F.O.P. Annual 
Retirement Party is one of the F.OJ\’s 
main events of the year and highlights 
good fellowship and fratemalism at its 
best 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh joins with the citizens of 
Pittsburgh in recognizing and saluting 
those 156 retiring police officers for then- 
dedication and distinguished service on 
behalf of the City of Pittsburgh; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
Council of the City of Pittsbur gh declares 


Wednesday, May 3, 1995 to be Pittsburgh 
Police Retirees Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much. We have 
four excellent representatives here. 
George Swanson, of course, who is the 
Vice President of the Fraternal Order of 
Police, Mr. Warren Broz, who is the 
Recording Secretary, and Gabe Cocheres, 
who we all know and certainly like here in 
the City of Pittsburgh; he has been to City 
Council many times. And, Gabe, what is 
your current title? 

Mr. Cocheres: 

Second Vice President 

Mr. Cohen: 

Second Vice President of Fraternal 
Order of Police. And we also have 
Assistant Chief Charles Moffett. Thank 
you, the four of your for being down here. 

And for these 156 police officers, 
who have served the City of Pittsburgh 
well, we are going to be able to 
congratulate them and commend them for 
their fine service tomorrow night So, 
hopefully all of you can be there tomorrow 
night As I said, it is the biggest class of 
retirees that we have ever had, so, let's 
give them an excellent send off. And I 



want to present this to George Swanson. 
Congratulations. Even though you are not 
retiring. 

Mr. Swanson: 

Councilman Cohen, President 
Ferlo, the rest of City Council Members, I 
will say, thank you, on behalf of the 155 — 
or, 57 members, but actually due to other 
circumstances, there were over 160 plus 
that left last year, which makes it the 
largest, like Dan said. We are already into 
90 plus this year and we have lost a lot of 
good police officers in the City, but we 
have replaced them and we are moving on. 

And, like Dan said, tomorrow night 
is our party, all the Council Members 
should have received our invitation. Come 
on over and celebrate because that is when 
the party will start, tomorrow night 
Thank you very much. I appreciate it 

The Chain 

Thank you, George. 

Mr. Broz: 

President Ferlo, Councilman 
Cohen, Members of Council, I want to 
thank the Council for their support for the 
retired men and I hope we have it in the 
future, because it seems like there are a lot 
of people leaving. 

I would like to remind you that it is 
over 4,000 years of experience that are 
leaving the City. That is a lot of 
experience. And those men and women 
will sorely missed. I’m sure, and it is 
going to take a while for the recruits to 
catch up to the old timers. They may not 


like to hear that but that is where I am 
coming from. 

I want to thank everybody, George 
Swanson, Gabe Cocheres, who is helping 
me with the parties. I have been doing 
these things for like about 10 years. And 
hopefully we will give all the people that 
deserve it a good send off. Thank you 
very much. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Gabe Cocheres. 

Mr. Cocheres: 

President Ferlo, Members of 
Council, I want to take this opportunity to 
thank each and everyone of you for 
bestowing that tomorrow be Police 
Retirement Day. Thank you very much. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Gabe. Chief do you 
want to make a speech, too? 

Mr. Moffatt: 

No, that’s okay. 

The Chain 

Thank you all. Congratulations. 
Mr. Cohen: 

The last one, Mr. President 
Speaking of cops and speaking of tough 
cops, we have in the room today the 
“Toughest Competitor Alive,” and I would 
like for Mr. Earl Shepherd to come up 
here, also I think Commander Byrne and 
Lieutenant Ball, if you could all come up 






to receive this proclamation, 
gentleman really deserves 
commendation. 


This 

our 


Thomas G. Hart 
David T. Hen- 
Henry G. Joneikis 


The Chain 

Councilman, on the previously 
resolution, if you don’t object, I would like 
to ask that as a matter of the public record 
and the Minutes, that we actually include 
the names of the officers, since the 
Minutes often reflect the history of the 
City, and I think it would be a ppro p r iate 

If there is no objection, we will 
include the names of the men and women 
officers who are retiring in the actual 
Minutes of the public record. 

Mr. Cohen: 

No objection. Good suggestion. 
We also do have 156 proclamations for 
them for tomorrow night 

1994 RETIREES 


Dorothy J. Abrams 
James H. Alexander 
Arthur K. Banze 
Charles J. Beech 
Daniel A. Brannan 
Stephen R. Calfo 
Michael R. Chergi 
Thomas M. Connolly 
Eva S. Crear-McEUigott 
Paul A. Cygrymus 
Robert E. Dempsey 
Emery Dukes 
Joseph J. Figura 
Roslyn M. Fry 
Wilbur C. Getty 
Walter C. Goralzick 
Lawrence J. Harding 


ajvuu iuuhou 


Richard F. Kineavy 
John J. Konop 
Michael L. Kudrav 
John W. Ledtie 
Michael Lober 
Lawrence J. Martrano 
Monte H. Mellott 
Benjamin C Milcarek, Ji 
Homer W. Million 
Herman M. Mitchell 
Ramon Mnndy 
George F. McComb 
Alexander J. McLellan 
James E. Newman 
Leo F. O’Neill 
Edward H. Patterson 
Charles A. Reckhaus, Jr. 
Joseph B. Renk 
Edward M. Roberts 
Richard A. Roup 
Theodore F. Saulsbury 
Raymond C. Scherer 
Robert G. Shanahan 
Frank A. Slaypoh 
Edward L. Sorace 
Howard J. Stephany 
Donald P. Szyszkowski 
John L. Vertullo 
Donald A. Wennersten 
Edward R. Wirkowski, Jr 
Robert E. Yauch 
Gregory W. Adams 
James C Anzelone 
Joseph L. Barth 
Richard P. Bender 
Eugene W. Bronder 
Edward E. Caliguire 
Victor M. Cirocco 
Martin J. Cooney 
Homer C. Craig 
John M. Daniel, Jr. 



Ronald P. Dempsey 

Peter Dnkovich 
Carl W. Finkbeiner 
Robert Gariidd 
Charles H. Gilkey 
Stephen V. Grosskinsky 
George J. Harlan 
David R. Hartner 
James J. Holliday 
Barry M. Joyce 
Stephen J. Kardell 
Albeit R. Kirsch 
Harold G. Kotchig, Jr. 
John R. Kurlfink 
Raymond R. Lenig 
John H. Long 
James B. Meehan 
Robert C Mertz 
Francis M. Miller 
Leo A- Mincin 
George E. Mitsch 
Charles A. Murray, HI 
Jerome J. McFadden 
Gerald L. McNamara 
Dominic D. Novak 
Richard D. Palmieri 
Orlando POardi, Jr. 
Donald P. Remlinger 
Robert D. Revell 
Carl Romano 
Richard M. Rouse 
Louis J. Scenna 
David N. Schmitt 
Thomas L. Short 
John D. Snyder 
Augustus R. Spruill 
Charles B. Susan 
Howard F. Trojanowski 
Richard G. Vollberg 
Chester C. Williams, Jr. 

Eugene A. Woods 
Frederick G. Zaborowski 
Edward V. Alexander 
V. Kojak Balsamico 
Richard C. Baum 


Richard J. Borghini 
John J. Buch 
John R. Carlson 
Kenneth D. Claus 
Charles L. Corwin 
Salvatore S. Crisanti 
Vincent DeCarlo, Jr. 
Daniel B. Douglass 
David R. Eynon 
William G. Ford, Jr. 

Vincent G. Geis 
William J. Goncar 
Robert C. Hand 
George F. Harris 
W illiam A. Hennigan 
James G. Horen 
Donald P. Kaczmarek 
Charles Kennedy 
Edward F. Konop 
Donald T. Kudla 
Arthur J. Lawniczak 
Robert M. Lewicke 
Robert M. Luzell 
Richard EL Meister 
Paul R. Mikszan 
James D. Miller 
John F. Minyo 
Carl R. Morosetti 
John S. McAdoo 
Dale M. Mclntryre 
David E. McNutt 
Patrick R. Popinsld 
Charles J. Renk 
Willard J. Rice 
Donald A. Rosenberg 
Thomas L. Rush 
Robert J. Schad 
Edward J. Scholze 
Oren A. Simpson 
Ralph D. Sobien 
Philip X. Stack 
Bernard F. Szymanski 
James P. Utz 
Nicholas G. Wagner 
Wenzel C. Winer 




Thomas E. Woods 
Eugene L. Zielmanski 

Mr* Cohen: 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am proud 
to present this proclamation to Officer Earl 
Shepherd. 

The Chair: 

Which one is Officer Shepherd up 
here? Oh, the one on the right 

MR* COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 1916 WHEREAS, Zone Four 
Officer Earl Shepherd of the Pittsburgh 
Bureau of Police recently traveled to 
Melbourne, Australia to compete in the 
1995 World Police and Fire Games 
“Toughest Competitor Alive” event; and, 

W HER EAS, Officer Shepherd competed 
against approximately 8,000 law 
enforcement officials from 55 countries in 
several different events, including a three- 
mile run, shot put, 100 meter run, 100 
meter swim, bench press, rope climb, pull- 
ups, and obstacle course, all of which were 
completed in one day; and, 

WHEREAS, to prepare himself for the 
“Toughest Competitor Alive” event. 
Officer Shepherd followed a rigorous 
schedule of daily exercise which included 
weight t raining swimming three days a 
week, and running three days a week; and, 

WHEREAS, Officer Shepherd brought 
great honor to the City of Pittsburgh and 
the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police by wining 
the Gold Medal in the 1995 “Toughest 
Competitor Alive” event. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates Officer Earl 
Shepherd for his great success at the 1995 
World Police and Fire Games “Toughest 
Competitor Alive” event and for his 
commitment to physical fitness which 
serves as an example for all Pittsburgh 
Police officers to follow. 

AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares April 25, 1995 Officer Earl 
Shepherd day in the City of Pittsburgh. 

SPONSORED BY COUNCILMEN 
DAN COHEN AND BOB O’CONNOR 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr* Cohen: 

Officer. 

Mr. Shepherd: 

I am not really one for words, but I 
just want to thank everybody, the City of 
Pittsburgh and everybody at Zone 4, 
everybody who helped me out in the 
F.O.P., and I had a lot of other sponsors 
that helped me out to make the trip 
possible for me to go because if it wasn’t 
for them I wouldn’t have been able to 
make the trip. So, I just more or less want 
to say thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Officer. 



Mr. Cohen: 

Officer, thank you for being able to 
win in a world wide competition, that 
brings light upon Pittsburgh. So, 1 
appreciate it 

And we also have a separate 
presentation from Commander Byrne and 
Lieutenant Ball. If you could both come 
up and present that, I would appreciate it 

Mr. Byrne: 

I am going to yield the mike very 
quickly. The personnel, the staff and the 
officers of Zone 4 have gotten together 
and gotten a plaque for Officer Shepherd. 
You have got to remember something, this 
guy came to work, did his job and he 
worked out for the competition, and he 
sold T-shirts and sweatshirts to get the 
money to go to Australia, and the F.O.P. 
also contributed, and a lot of good work 
was done. And so, representing the 
officers of Zone 4 Station and this 
presentation and together with the F.O.P. 
and Assistant Chief Mofiatt and all those 
at hand, I would like to present Lieutenant 
Howard Ball to present this presentation to 
him now. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Commander. 

Mr. Ball: 

On behalf of the officers of the 
Zone 4 Police Station, we congratulate 
Officer Shepherd. He went to Australia, 
he just wanted to come back with a medal, 
he, in fact, came back with the Gold 
Medal. He exemplified physical fitness to 
its fullest, and I congratulate him fully. 


and the officers of the Zone 4 Police 
Station are very proud of him, and in 
recognition I would like to give him this 
plaque. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much. And I want 
to call on Councilman Bob O’Connor in 
whose district Officer Shepherd resides. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

lust a quick congratulations. Not 
only everyone in this City is proud of you 
but everyone in Lincoln Place is very 
proud of you. Sometimes we think 
Lincoln Place is a forgotten area, but 
certainly the whole neighborhood is very 
proud of you. And I feel sorry for the kid 
that has to run away from you. With my 
luck you’d be chasing me. Good luck. 
And some day we’ll have a little 
competition between Council and some of 
you guys, how’s that? Congratulations 
again. Thanks for representing the F.O.P. 
and the police officers of Pittsburgh. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you all. Officer 
Shepherd, congratulations. Thanks for 
honoring our great City. I hope you can 
shoot straight, too. 

Councilman Hertzberg and all 
Members. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. Chrisner, Mr. Eyler and Ms. 
Novak, with “Barrier Awareness Day”, 
could you please come forward. 




Tomorrow is “Barrier Awareness 
Day”. The official ceremonies and the 
demonstrations will take place at PPG 
Place and also at the Winter Garden in 
PPG Place. And I have a resolution here 
co-sponsored by all City Council 
Members, which I will now read into the 
record: 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTS 

No. 1917 WHEREAS, Three 
Rivers Center for Independent Living, 
located at 7110 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15208, is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to assisting people who have 
disabilities make their own decisions on 
where they live, how they live, and where 
they go; and, 

WHEREAS, on May 3,1995 ftom 11:30 
A-M. - 2:00 P.M. at PPG Plaza and 
Wimergarden, Three Rivers Center for 
Independent Living and Allegheny 
General Hospital are sponsoring a public 
demonstration for BARRIER 
AWARENESS DAY 1995; and, 

WHEREAS, the purpose of BARRIER 
A\k ARENESS DAY is to make the public 
more aware of the physical, attitudinal and 
communication barriers that confront 
people with disabilities on a daily basis; 
and. 

WHEREAS, BARRIER AWARENESS 
DAY will include interactive 
demonstrations with the computer 
equipment modified for use by people 
with disabilities, a wheelchair basketball 
game and a wheelchair obstacle course. 

NOW. THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Three Rivers 
Center for Independent Living and 


Allegheny General Hospital in their 
pursuit of promoting awareness of the 
barriers that confront people with 
disabilities; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
Pittsburgh City Council proclaims May 3, 
1995 as BARRIER AWARENESS DAY 
and THREE RIVERS CENTER FOR 
INDEPENDENT LIVING DAY in the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

SPONSORED BY 

COUNCILMEMBERS ALAN 

HERTZBERG, DAN COHEN, JOE 
CUSICK, JIM FERLO, BOB 
O’CONNOR, DAN ONORATO, GENE 
RICCIARDI AND 
valerie McDonald 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded die motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Th a nk you, Mr. President. I have 
three individuals here that would like to 
speak to us. First, Bill Chrisner from 
Three Rivers Center for Independent 
Living. 

Mr. Chrisner: 

Still no ramp? No. 

The Chair: 

We're working on that Bill. 





Mr. Chrisnen 

Okay, thanks. On behalf of the 
Three Rivers Center for Independent 
Living, it’s Board, staff and most of all, 
the consumers we serve, we would like to 
thank City Council and Councilman 
Hertzberg and all of you for co-sponsoring 
it. This proclamation really symbolizes 
what the Independent Living Movement is 
all about, and that is that it is not people 
with disabilities that need to be fixed in 
order to live productive and fulfilling lives 
in the community. It is the altitudinal, 
physical and communication barriers that 
we face that are inhibiting our ability to be 
full participants in the community 
experience. And we couldn’t do that and 
we couldn’t carry off Barrier Awareness 
activities without the help of our 
community volunteers and our co¬ 
sponsors, and Three Rivers Center for 
Independent Living has a great deal of 
thanks for them for helping us to make this 
a reality. And I would like to turn the 
microphone over to Bob Eyler, the 
Chairperson of the event and a Three 
Rivers Center for Independent Living 
Foundation Board Member. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Bob is also an attorney with the 
law firm of Strassberger, McKenna. 

Mr. Eyler: 

On a little bit of a different line I 
would like to address City Council. As 
you all know, this whole event is 
dedicated towards making people more 
aware of barriers and once they are aware 
they will be more responsive to 
eliminating those barriers. The Americans 
with Disabilities Act was a law, as you all 


know, that did a lot towards eliminating 

barriers. 

I would like to thank City Council 
because, as you can probably imagine, 
Pittsburgh is not one of the more 
accessible cities in the world, due to its 
geography. But it is encouraging when I 
wheel around the City and I see curbs 
being cut in different locations, and I know 
it is a slow process but you can see it 
happening and that is encouraging. And I 
would like to thank City Council and 
encourage you to continue the good work. 
Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

And Linda Novak from Allegheny 
General, Assistant Vice President there. 

Ms. Novak: 

Thank you. Allegheny General is 
pleased to salute City Council, the Three 
Rivers Center for Independent Living and 
all of those who share the commitment to 
improve opportunities for people with 
disabilities. We share this common goal 
to maximize opportunities and to ensure 
that all people can reach their full 
potential. We are pleased to join you now 
and in the future to make this vision a 
reality. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman 

O’Connor. 






Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, you mentioned the curbs, 
cutting all the curbs, and I will have to be 
honest with you, when they first did my 
street I said. Gees, I don’t know if this is a 
waste of money; why are they doing all of 
this? Because 1 never saw anybody with a 
disability in a wheelchair. But after they 
did it, now you see people using it and 
right where I live, where apartments are. 
So, it actually encouraged people I think to 
move into our neighborhood where there 
are some apartments and now I see it used. 
So, I guess I congratulate all of you for 
working for t h a t , when the average person 
maybe doesn’t understand it till actually 
you see it happening. 

And, Bill, I am a little upset with 
you because your Little League Team beat 
mine last Saturday night, so — 

The Chain 

Thank you, Counc ilman O’Connor. 
Mr. Chrisnen 

I’m surprised you even showed up 

today. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I wasn’t going to vote for this 
because you were here. 

The Chain 

Thank you. I would also like to 
thank the Three Rivers Center with some 
of the housing renovation initiatives you 
have undertaken around the City. I know 
in my own community it has been a great 
addition, and I hope there’s — any way that 


we can be more helpful in the future with 
URA to support some of the housing 
initiative programs. We very much would 
like to be supportive. 

Thank you all. I do want to note, 
on the issue of barriers awareness, we have 
asked, and Councilman Hertzberg also has 
communicated again to me, we have asked 
the Department of General Services, we 
have raised this issue for the last few 
years, about these Council Chambers 
being kind of a public palace here in the 
City of Pittsburgh for the public. We are 
very much concerned about the front 
doors, the inability to access the 
Chambers, the speaker podium area where 
the public speaks at public hearings, the 
Sta ndin g Committee table area where 
individuals who may be in a wheelchair 
have an uncomfortable time^ as well as our 
front podium area, all of which needs to be 
addressed in terms of accessibility. So, 
again we will make that commitment and 
hopefully we will see some construction 
progress here in Council Chambers this 
year. 

Mr. Chrisnen 

So, when I come back next year it 
will be all taken care of? 

The Chain 

I hope so. Thank you all. 

At this time I would like to call on 
Councilwoman Valerie McDonald, who 
has a number of guests in the audience. I 
see our famous KDKA face here, too, C. 
S. Keys. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. C. S. Keys, would you please 
come forward. I want Mr. Keys to know, 
we have gotten a multitude of phone calls 
in our office from women and I’ve told 
them to stay away, we don’t need — but we 
do have one, and that was an intern from 
the University of Pittsburgh, who had to 
come, and so we said, “Come on down, M. 
J., and see C S.” 

I will read the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1918 WHEREAS, C.S. Keys 
joined KDKA-TV2 in August of 1994 as 
Eyewitness News weekend weather anchor 
person, and, 

WHEREAS, Prior to joining 
KDKA-TV2, C.S. Keys served as an 
on-air talent and producer of WGAL-TV 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and 
WT\T>-TV in Du rham^ North Carolina. 
He has also produced weekly music 
programs undo- his own production 
compam, Keys Communications; and, 

WHEREAS, C.S. Keys has won two 
Mid-Atlantic Emmy Awards and was 
honored by the Pennsylvania Association 
of Broadcasters; and, 

WHEREAS, C.S. Keys is the 
producer and host of three segments for 
KD Live at Five, "When I Grow Up," 
which gives a local child first hand 
experience in the future career of his or her 
choice. "The C.S. Challenge" allows 
viewers to put Keys to the test in a variety 
of charity-based activities and situations. 
The third segment sends Keys into KD 
Country for "In Your Neighborhood" 
where he delivers live, local Accu-weather 
forecasts and spotlights communities that 
are working toward a better future for 
themselves and their children; and. 


WHEREAS, most recently C.S. Keys 
can be seen weeknights at 6 & 11 PM as 
anchor weatherman for KDKA-TV2, and 
he also can be heard daily giving the 
"106-Jamz-cast" on WAMO Radio; and, 

WHEREAS, C.S. Keys believes in 
community involvement Keys has 
volunteered his services to numerous 
groups and organizations. In addition to 
his many contributions C.S. Keys has been 
an advocate for the local Boy Scout 
Council to recruit African American 
Scoutmasters. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council in the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes C.S. Keys for his 
community involvement and co mm ends 
C.S. Keys for his commitment to today's 
youth. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I want to highlight Mr. Keys 
because you’re wondering, why is he up 
here? You know we don’t — he is a young 
man, who has been very prominent on the 
airwaves. We talk about media and we 
talk about positive role models. I mean 
indeed when a child kind of sees the news, 
either passing through the livingroom, 
because most kids do not watch the news, 
but they see a very positive role model 
right there, giving them the news and 
giving it to them accurately. And it is not 
just about the news, he actually gets off 
that camera and into the community. 

And I was given a list of his many 
— I don’t know how he has time to do all 
this — but he has been speaker for the 





Iromnen Grit Iron Club Annual Football 
Banquet. I see a bunch of Pittsburgh 
Public Schools here. Headstart, the 
Carnegie Science Center. He was at the 
KDKA TV Men of Distinction Awards at 
the 25th Annual Black Extravaganza. He 
has been M. C. and speaker for a multitude 
of organizations, from the NAACP to the 
Gene Kelly Awards at the Benedum, 
which I had an opportunity to — that was 
fun — at the Benedum, including the 
Youth Urban Action Banquet 

But I want to commend him for his 
co mmunit y service, it says we are very 
proud of you. I am very proud of you, you 
are a newcomer to Pittsburgh, you have 
already made headway, and we want to 
wish you continued success in your career 
to the fullest Thank you. 

Mr. Keys: 

I want to thank City Council very 
much. This is very flattering. Just in case 
you didn’t know this morning: Periods of 
rain and high about 53 degrees. T-ater on 
tonight it will be clearing and cooler and 
38 degrees. But tomorrow we’ll rebound a 
little bit 

This is very flattering but this is 
also very humbling, because I know that 
what the good man gave me today, of 
course, he can take away tomorrow, and 
everything that I have and everything that 
I am, as Abraham Lincoln once said, “I 
owe to my mother.” So, when I look at 
this I see her face in it, because she’s a 
very big inspiration to me. 

I do want to thank f though, three of 
the people who were very instrumental in 
getting me here in Pittsburgh, two are here 
today, our News Director, Sue Mclnemey, 


who is in the back, and our General 
Manager, Gary Cozen. Jocelyn Hough, 
who is our Executive Producer for News, I 
guess is back there holding the ship down, 
but she was also very instrumental in 
getting me here. 

And I think I was very blessed in 
March of 1994, because I had many 
opportunities to go to different cities to 
further my career and further my growth, 
and I think any time you have a choice of 
where you want to go, you kind of second 
guess yourself some time on whether you 
made the right decision or not, and I think 
I was here about two days at KDKA in 
Pittsburgh and I realized that this was 
definitely the right decision. So, it is a 
beautiful marriage with no divorce in 
sight 

Thank you very much. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Keys. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. Watch this, you all. 

The Chair: 

Congratulations and welcome to 
the City. You’re doing a great job at 
KDKA. 

Mr. Keys: 

Thank you. 

The Chair: 

We have one request, Mr. Keys. 
We want you to shake hands with all the 




women that sort of came into the Council 

Chambers in the last ten minutes. If you 
would please be so kind. 

And we want to applaud KDKA 
for their leadership. You have been a great 
addition. 

We have a couple to be read into 
the record by Councilwoman McDonald, 
our City Clerk will read into the record. 
And we will hold one for the end of the 
meeting under Motions and Resolutions. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1919 WHEREAS, the 
Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation and Dollar Bank will host an 
Authors* reception celebrating the release 
of “A Legacy in Bricks and Mortar: 
African-American Landmarks in 
Allegheny County. The reception will be 
held on May 3, 1995, in the African 
American Room of the Homewood Branch 
of the Carnegie Library; and, 

WHEREAS, A Legacy in 
Bricks and Mortar stresses the importance 
of history and architecture; it documents 
the contribution of African-American 
community to Pittsburgh's history and 
identifies 62 buildings and places that are 
associated with the rich African-American 
legacy of this region and worthy of 
preservation; and, 

WHEREAS, A Legacy in 
Bricks and Mortar tells the story of 
African- Americans in Allegheny County 
from the mid 1700’s to the present, 
showcasing places where black citizens 
lived, studied, played, worked, and 
worshipped; and. 


WHEREAS, A Legacy in 
Bricks and Mortar includes essays by 
journalist Frank E. Bolden and historian 
Laurence A. Glasco, with illustrated 
inventory of sites by Eliza Smith Brown. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh honors the Pittsburgh 
History and Landmarks Foundation and all 
parties involved in the release of “A 
Legacy in Bricks and Mortar African- 
American Landmarks in Allegheny 
County” for presenting information about 
the African American Community that can 
inspire each of us to improve the quality of 
life in the Pittsburgh region for all citizens. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

I believe we have a joint 
proclamation by Councilmembers Cohen, 
O'Connor and Onorato but I would ask 
Councilman Onorato to read another one 
first and then take the joint, into the 
record. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Into the record we go. I know we 
have a lot of celebrities here today but we 
want to try to keep a quorum here in 
between all the picture taking. We have 
Loren Mann here and others. 





MR- ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1920 WHEREAS, the Perry 
Athletic Association was founded in 
August, 1945 by three men, Alvin 
Aquadro, Clarence Elwood and Roger 
Schwedler, and, 

WHEREAS, the general idea was 
to provide clean, wholesome and 
supervised competitive sports for the 
youth in the North End of Pittsburgh. By 
football season, the Perry Athletic 
Association (PAA) was bom; and, 

WHEREAS, Jim Manning, Captain 
of the 1932 Perry High School 
Championship Football Team, and Ed 
Nolan, a teammate, agreed to help form a 
team; and, 

WHEREAS, a call for players went 
out, by word of mouth, for boys interested 
in playing. Soon after, the Perry Atoms 
were formed. In 1947, the Atoms won the 
Pittsburgh Bureau of Recreation League 
championship. Winning the Dapper Dan 
Conference championship in 1949. The 
first undefeated season, winning 12 games 
and the U.S. Brown League championship 
in 1950; and, 

WHEREAS, also in 1945, The 
Atom Smashers were established as a 
inter-mural basketball team that competed 
two nights a week at Perry High School; 
and, 

WHEREAS, in 1949 the first Perry 
Atoms baseball t eam was established. 
They won the Northern League 
Championship their first two years in 
competition. 1952 saw the beginning of 
Little League and Pony League Baseball. 


A charter was obtained from Williamsport 
to operate a 4 team little league; and, 

WHEREAS, through the years, 
more t han 25,000 children have become 
involved in PAA sports ranging from 
boys' baseball, girls’ softball, young 
men’s softball, youth basketball and girls’ 
basketball. Currently, the Association 
serves more than 550 children from the 
City’s North Side, Ross and Reserve. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the council of the City of 
Pittsburgh recognizes and congratulates 
the Perry Athletic Association for there 
tireless dedication to the community for 
the past 50 years. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

COUNCILMEMBERS COHEN, 
O’CONNOR AND ONORATO 
PRESENT 

No. 1921 WHEREAS, the Jewish 
Education Institute of Pittsburgh was 
created by merging the Hebrew Institute, 
the School of Advanced Jewish Studies 
and the Community Day School, a 
Solomon Schechter Day School; and, 

WHEREAS, the Jewish Education 
Institute ("JEI") provides comprehensive 
educational services for kindergarten 
students through adults, as well as 
develops curriculum and trains teachers 
throughout the Pittsburgh area; and, 

WHEREAS, the JEI's goals include 
coordination of educational activities 




among local agencies, enhancing the 

quality of instruction city wide, acting as a 
community advocate for Jewish education 
initiatives and convening community-wide 
programs involving adult and famil y 
education; and, 

WHEREAS, the JE1 will celebrate 
the accomplishments on May 7, 1995, at 
the Westin William Penn Hotel and honor 
the efforts of Charles Perlow. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the Jewish 
Education Institute of Pittsburgh and 
congratulates the JEI and its special 
honorees for their fine work and 
dedication to education and to the 
community; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
Council of the City of Pittsburgh does 
hereby declare Sunday, May 7, 1995, to be 
Jewish Education Institute of Pittsburgh 
Day in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MIL COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Jacques Kahn, you’re not smoking 
that pipe out there in the audience, I hope? 
Okay, he’s not 

Let’s move to Presentation of 

Papers. 

MR CUSICK PRESENTED 


No. 1922 Resolution further 
amending Resolution No. 1327, effective 
December 23, 1982, as amended, entitled, 
“Providing for an agreement or 
agreements, or supplemental agreement or 
agreements, with a consultant or 
consultants for Engineering Services in 
connection with the rehabilitation of a 
portion of Fort Pitt Boulevard - Eastbound 
and the Rehabilitation of the Market Street 
Overpass; providing for a Reimbursement 
Agreement or Agreements with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation,” by 
increasing the total project allocation by 
$174,000.00 from $1,826,000.00 to 
$2,000,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 90-70. 

Also, 

No. 1923 Resolution providing for 
a Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation, for the 
ownership and maintenance of a 
pedestrian bridge that will span across 
State Route 28 near the Sarah Heinz 
House. 

Also, 

No. 1924 Resolution further 
amending Resolution #586, effective June 
18, 1991, as amended by Resolution #807, 
effective June 28, 1993, as amended by 
Resolution #71, effective February 16. 
1994, as amended by Resolution #212, 
effective March 30, 1995, entitled, 
“Providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts, and/or agreement 
or agreements, or use of existing 
agreements, for renovations within the 
City-County Building, including electrical 
service and switchgear,” by correcting the 




total project allocation on Resolution #212 
of 1995 to read $832,608.93. 

Also, 

No. 1925 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts, for the rehabilitation of various 
landscape and turfed areas and providing 
for the purchase of equipment and 
materials for said projects, at a cost not to 
exceed $99,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account EC 95-114. 

Also, 

No. 1926 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts, for the renovation and repair of 
ornamental fences at various locations 
within the City of Pittsburgh; not to 
exceed $200,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account EC95-462. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Engineering anH 
Construction. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 1927 Resolution amending the 
Pittsburgh Code, Title Seven, Business 
Licensing, Article IX, Amusement 
Licenses, Chapter 771, Amusement Places 
and Producers, by amending Section 
771.05, License Fees for Producers.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. HERTZBERG 
AND MR. ONORATO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President, I would like to make 
some introductory comments on that now, 
or at some other point in our — 

The Chain 

We don’t do that, but we’ll allow 
you to speak. Go for it 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Sure. This bill involves a tax that 
we have on Amusement Producers. 
Someone involved in an amusement event, 
there would actually be three different 
taxes right now. One is the Amusement 
Tax, which we cut in half this year; one is 
the Amusement Place Tax, which 
depending on what kind of facility you 
have, could run you $625.00 a year, or 
even $450.00 a quarter, or $1800.00 a 
year, and on top of that there is a tax that is 
placed on the capacity of the facility that is 
placed on the producer. This particular 
bill, as it has been introduced, would 
waive that fee and for producers that have 
less than a hundred persons in their 
particular facility. So, it is just involved 
with s mall facilities. 

We are going to be doing some 
other work, though, on this particular area 
of the Code and I expect to be making 
some amendments to this bill. Over the 
next week I am going to be having some 
meetings with BB1, which is who enforces 
this particular provision right now. 
Apparently the provision right now is kind 
of archaic and needs quite a bit of 
revisions and we intend to that before we 
bring it to Council next Wednesday. 






I think this whole provision on 

Places of Amusement and Amusement 
Producers actually predated the 
Amusement Tax. It was the only tax in 
place, and so it is an older provision that 
needs total revision and we hope to be 
doing that 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. There is 
actually a fourth tax and it is the Business 
Privilege Tax, which they are also 
responsible for paying. 

I believe there is a financial impact 
of roughly 120 or $130,000.00. I hope 
that we can try to resolve this and maybe 
that we want to continue this in to the 
budget debates. 

But, in any event, I applaud both 
you and Mr. Onorato for introducing this 
so that we can begin to refrain this burden. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Well, I am glad you brought up the 
financial impact, because we do have it 
broken down. For Producers of 
Amusement of under 
750-person capacities, in 1994 - 

The Chain 

That’s very small. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

- the revenues were $3828.00. 
And I am sure it is even lower than that for 
under a hundred. So, the bill itself has 
minimum financial impact. 


The Chain 

Very good. Council woman 

McDonald, Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Councilwoman 

McDonald. 

MS. MCDONALD PRESENTED 

No. 1928 Resolution authorizing 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh to expend an amount not to 
exceed $1,000,000.00 in Parkway Center 
UDAG repayments on the Central 
Business District Revitalization Program. 

Also, 

No. 1929 Resolution authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the payment by URA of the 
cost of materials used by the City in the 
construction of a portion of the North 
Shore East Riverfront Trail. 

Also, 

No. 1930 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title, and interest, if any, in and to the 
publicly-owned property in the 20th Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh being designated 
as Block & Lot 7-N-175, under the 
Residential Land Reserve Fund. 

Also, 




No. 1931 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and 
between URA and William L. and Frances 
0. Loreski for the sale of Block & Lot 7- 
N-175 in the 20th Ward of the City of 
PgL, for $350.00 - Residential T^nH 
Reserve Fund (sideyard). 

Also, 

No. 1932 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title, and interest, if any, in and to the 
publicly-owned property in the 13th Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh being designated 
as Block & Lot 175-C-243, under the 
Residential Land Reserve Fund. 

Also, 

No. 1933 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and 
between URA and new Grace Baptist 
Church for the sale of Block & Lot 175-C- 
243 in the 13th Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh, for $290.00 - Residential Land 
Reserve Fund (sideyard). 

Also, 

No. 1934 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title, and interest, if any, in and to the 
publicly-owned property in the 11th Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh being designated 
as Block & Lot Nos. 83-N-313 and 83-N- 
318, under the Residential Land Reserve 
Fund. 

Also, 

No. 1935 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and 
between URA and Michael R. Whitely for 
the sale of Block & Lot Nos. 83-N-313 


and 83-N-318 in the 11th Ward of the City 
of PgL, for $500.00 - Residential Land 
Reserve Fund (sideyard and rearyard). 

Also, 

No. 1936 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title, and interest, if any, in and to the 
publicly-owned property in the 1st Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh being designated 
as Block & Lot Nos. 2-M-192 and 2-M- 
19.3, u nder the Industrial T-and Reserve 
Fund. 

Also, 

No. 1937 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and 
between URA and G & A Development, 
Inc., for the sale of Block 2-M, Lots 192 & 
193 in the 1st Ward of the City of PgL, for 
$2,500.00 — Industrial Land Reserve Fund 
(parking). 

Also, 

No. 1938 Resolution authorizing 
the URA to acquire all of the City’s right, 
title, and interest, if any, in and to Block 
and Lot No. 20-P-68, publicly-owned 
property in the 20th Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh - HOPE-3 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 1939 Resolution providing for 
a professional services agreement to 
implement an activity-based costing 
program for the City of Pittsburgh for a 
penod beginning June 1. 1995, and ending 



December 31, 1995, and at a cost not to 

exceed Eighty-Nine Thousand Dollars 
($89,000), chargeable to and payable from 
Code Account 1063, Miscellaneous 
Services, Department of Finance. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1940 Resolution granting unto 
the Society for Contemporary Crafts, 2001 
Smalhnan Street, Pgh., PA 15222 and the 
owners, the URA of Pittsburgh, 200 Ross 
Street, their successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense a total of 
three bollards and six trees in a portion of 
the sidewalk area along 21st Street and 
Smalhnan Street in the 2nd Ward, 6th 
Council District of die City of Pittsburgh. 

Which was read and referred to Public 
Works, Water and Environmental 
Services. 

MR. RICCIARDI moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1941 Communication from 
Paul Hennigan, Director, Dept of F inan ce^ 
submitting a report of deposits and the 
market value of securities pledged as 


collateral by City Depositories as of 

December 31,1994. 

Also, 

No. 1942 Co mmunicati ng from 
Tom Flaherty, City Controller, submitting 
the City of Pittsburgh Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year 
ended December 31,1994. 

Which were read. 

The Chain 

We need a motion to receive and 

file. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

Moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chain 

Under Unfinished Business, we do 
have a post agenda immediately following 
this session regarding an outstanding 
resolution on $60,000.00 appropriation to 
the Downtown Development Corporation. 
And. secondly, a number of you have 
asked me about information regarding - as 
you know, during the budget we funded a 






large number of community service 
organizations in smal] amounts under 
Giants and Donations. 

You also approved a resolution I 
introduced a few weeks ago changing the 
method of payment. I think we have tried 
to straighten this out with the Law 
Department, basically the Planning 
Director, Parks Director and others 
involved in Grants and Donations, are to 
prepare departmental invoice, there will be 
attached an indemnification sheet, as well 
as a very brief synopsis of the services that 
the group has performed. It is my hope 
that all of those DI’s will be cut be 
ready for processing early next week and 
then we can move expeditiously to get 
these groups their funding, be they Little 
League Teams, or Senior Centers, or 
community groups, floral projects, 
whatever. 

So, hopefully that will be 
expedited in the coming week and I will 
give you a report back. 

Councilman Hert 2 bexg, did you 
have a comment? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

On another matter, Mr. President 
The Chain 

On Unfinished Business? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Yes. 

The Chain 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

We also have a post agenda next 
Tuesday regarding the swimming pools. 
At the time I called for that ; and it was at 
other Counrilmember’s request, also I did 
not ask that it be televised, but I am going 
to ask for it to be televised now. I think 
that is something that the citizens of the 
City would like to be able to view from 
their homes on television what is going on 
with the swimming pools. At this time I 
am going to move that that be cable cast 
next Tuesday. 

The Chain 

We have a motion to cable cast. Is 
there a second? 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

The seconds been made. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Very good. The post agenda will 
be cable cast 

Any other matters under Reports of 
Special Committees or Unfinished 
Business? If not, moving to Reports of 
Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


Yes. 


The Chair: 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Councilman Qnorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Qnorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1943 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for April 26, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1877 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Consolidated Rail Corporation in 
the amount of $662.50 covering railroad 
flagging services required for the bridge 
safety inspection of the South 12th Street 
Bridge, charging the same to Code 
Account EC94-57.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1880 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a S2,511.46 
warrant in favor of Pamela Buongiomo for 


automobile damage by a City Public 

Works vehicle, charging same to Code 
Account No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 1881 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $913.78 
warrant in favor of Jerry and Vera Batey 
for automobile damage by a City fire 
vehicle, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1882 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $1,640.00 
warrant in favor of Adeline Kopa in 
settlement of claim for property damage 
due to a water main break, charging same 
to Code Account 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 





The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


employment and promotion* Total cost 
not to exceed $61,000.00.” 

Which was read. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


AYES 8 NOES none 


And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 

Also, 


Bill No. 1883 


Also, 

Bill No. 1885 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with consultants or consultants for 
professional services in connection with 
the evaluation of applicants as part of the 
Civil Service Commission’s psychological 
assessment program for entry level police 
officers. Total cost not to exceed 
$ 12 , 100 . 00 .” 

Which was read. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agre ement* 
with a Coun Reporter or Court Reporters 
m co nnec tion with the taking of testimony 
ai Civil Service Commission and Appeals 
Board bearings. Total cost not to exceed 
$4,000.00” 

Which was read. 

Also. 

Bill No. 1884 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with various hospitals and/or physicians 
for professional services in connection 
with the administration and evaluation of 
medical examinations and tests for the 
Civil Service Commission’s Medical 
Examination Program for uniformed and 
other employees and candidates for 


The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

I wasn’t able to be here at last 
Wednesday’s Standing Committee 
Meeting. Very briefly. On Bill 1885, I 
have traditionally in the past voted no on 
this bill. This involves the expenditure for 
psychological assessment in relation to the 
hiring of police officers. I am all for the 
need for a psychological assessment In 
the past I have been critical because the 
actual test I feel has been both class as 
well as race bias, and also there has been a 
lack of a personal interview procedure as 
part of the process as opposed to just a 
multiple choice test I was not able to be 
here and I do not know if there was any 
discussion on that, and not knowing if 
those characteristics still remain in the 






resolution, 1 am going to respectfully vote 

no on the bill. 

Any other discussion? Hearing 
none, the bill is now ready for final action. 
All in favor of the passage of the bill will 
vote “aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Bill No. 1887 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the conveyance by the City 
of Pittsburgh of certain property, under 
Act No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second 
Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection 
Act”, effective December 11,1984, having 
been placed for sale to adjoining property 
owners in conjunction with the City of 
Pittsburgh/NeighborFair Sideyard 

Program.” 

Which was read. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 


Also, 

Bill No. 1904 


AYES 7 NOES 1 

(MR. FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1886 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with a laboratory or laboratories for 
professional services in connection with 
the administration and evaluation of 
laboratory testing for City of Pittsburgh 
employees, candidates for employment 
and promotion. Total cost not to exceed 
$37,000.00.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 272, effective 
April 11, 1995, by further amending and 
supplementing Resolution No. 971, 
effective January 1, 1995, entitled, 

‘Making Appropriations to pay the 
expenses of conducting the Public 
Business of the City of Pittsburgh and for 
meeting the debt charges thereof for the 
Fiscal Year beginning January 1 , 1995,’ by 
making certain corrections.”— 

(SPONSORED BY MIL ONORATO) 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 




The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


The Chain 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onoiato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for fin a l action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


THE CHAIR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1944 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for April 26, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


AYES 8 NOES none 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1762 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the designation as an 
Historic Structure under Section 513 of 
Chapter 1007 of the Code of Ordinances 
that certain structure located 125 First 
Avenue, designated as Block and Lot 
Number l-G-201, in the First Ward, City 
of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 1945 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for April 26, 1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1878 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the conveyance of certain 




property in the 2nd Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh to the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh for the sum of 
$ 1.00 for public park purposes.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the rolL 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Also, with an affir mative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1848 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with Y.M.C.A. of Pittsburgh for the 
purpose of providing professional services 
for the 1995 Community Recreation and 
Senior Citizens Programs for the 
Department of Parks and Recreation. The 
total cost shall not exceed $23,000.00, and 
shall be chargeable to and payable from 
Code Account 1810, Miscellaneous 
Services, in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferio 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


the btil? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no” The Clerk will call the roll. 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 


Ayes: 


Bill No. 1946 

Report of the Committee on Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Policy for April 26, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 


Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferio 
(Pres’t) 


AYES 8 NOES none 


Which was read, received and filed. 




The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


called; all opposed will vote “no”. 
Clerk will call the roll. 


The 


MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1947 


Hie ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Report of the Committee on Enginee ring 
and Construction for April 26, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1843 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Pittsburgh 
Downtown Partnership for an art program 
for Strawberry Way, at a cost not to 
exceed $20,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account EC 94-441.” 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


The Chair: 


That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 


Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Mr. Cohen: 

I would like my comments brought 
forward, please. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

The bill is now ready for final 
action. All in favor of the passage of the 
bill will vote “aye” when their names are 


MOTIONS AND 

RESOLUTION. 


The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions, 
Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would just ask that an “aye” vote 
reflect on all the votes, please, for me. 

The Chain 

Very good. Especially on the 
earlier proclamations. 



Any other matters to be brought 

under Motions and Resolutions? 
Councilwoxnan McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, Mr. President Thank you. I 
drafted a resolution that 1 wanted to 
introduce today, but I will say, because of 
the shortness of time that my colleagues 
have had in reviewing this and because of 
the controversial nature of the content, I 
would like to hold it for a week. But I 
would like to at least make my comments 
and I would like to read the actual 
resolution so that it is on record that we 
will be holding this for a week and 
possibly discussing it next week. And 1 
am sure that once my colleagues know the 
intent that there will be no problem. And 
it states: 

“No. 1948 WHEREAS, 

Affirmative Action by definition is any 
measure, other than termination of a 
discriminatory practice, adopted to correct 
or compensate for past or present 
discrimination or to prevent discrimination 
from occurring in the future; and, 

“WHEREAS, Affirmative Action 
is a way to ensure that minorities and 
women are in the pool of job applicants; 
promotes the hiring of qualified women 
and minorities to effect racial and gender 
inclusion and parity for a diverse, 
competent work force; and, 

“WHEREAS, Affirmative Action 
is supported by federal legislation, such as 
Executive Order 11246 (Section 202 As 
Amended) which requires every 
government contractor to hire and recruit 
affir matively; by the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Act of 1972, Vietnam Era 


Veterans Readjustment Act of 1974, Civil 

Rights Act of 1991, and Americans With 
Disabilities Act of 1992; and, 

“WHEREAS, the 21 -member 
Glass Ceiling Commission, a panel of 
legislators and business officials selected 
by President George Bush in 1991, 
reported in March 1995 its factual findings 
that neither “qualified” nor “unqualified” 
African-Americans are displacing white 
males and that the chief beneficiaries of 
affirmative action programs have been 
white females, who still earn only 70 cents 
per every dollar earned by white males. 
The report concludes that the government 
wasn't doing enough to enforce standing 
policies encouraging the hiring and 
promotion of women and minorities; that 
though women make up 46% of the 
national work force they make up only 
5% of top management; that Blacks, 
Hispanics and Native Americans are 
virtually invisible in upper level positions 
in Fortune 2000 companies; and that 31 
years after the enactment of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, white males still make up 97 
percent of senior managers in hiring and 
policy making positions in Fortune 1000 
companies; and, 

“WHEREAS, the Economic 
Benc hmar ks report of October 1994 
conducted by the University of Pittsburgh 
clearly supports the necessity of 
affirmati ve action programs. For the City 
of Pittsburgh, it reports a black 
unemployment rate of 18.9% compared to 
6.4% for whites; the 1989 per capita 
personal income of blacks was only about 
half that of whites; in 1989, 40.9% of 
blacks were in poverty compared to 14.0% 
for whites; and. 







“WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania 
Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities 
1995 reports the approximate rate of 
unemployment for citizens with 
disabilities at 66 percent; and, 

“WHEREAS, through affirmative 
action programs and initiatives, the racial 
and gender diversity of the City of 
Pittsburgh’s overall work force has moved 
closer to the 1990 Pittsburgh Labor 
Market’s statistics, with some departments 
faring better than others. 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh affirms its commitment to 
the City’s on-going efforts to promote the 
long-range Affirmative Action goal of 
achieving an employment profile 
representative of the Pittsburgh Labor 
Market and the City’s policy and efforts 
to provide fair and equitable consideration 
of employees and applicants on the basis 
of merit fitness through fair and practical 
methods of recruitment, selection and 
promotion. 

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the City of Pittsburgh move forward 
with the development of remedies which 
simultaneously accomplish the elimination 
of discrimination through the creation of 
greater opportunities for minorities and 
women, and implement policies which are 
framed within a single, indisputable 
sta n da r d of excellence. 


“AND BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh urges the Governor, 
Pennsylvania House Representatives and 
Senators to oppose PA House Bill 360 
which seeks to abolish affirmative action 


programs, including those of veterans and 
the disabled. This bill incorrectly assumes 
we now live in the ideal society spoken of 
hy Dr. M a rtin Luther King, whose 
members are judged solely by the “content 
of their character” and not their gander or 
“the color of their skin”. We have not 
reached this utopia yet” 

I do want to add just a couple 
comments for my colleagues consideration 
for next week. That the people that benefit 
from Affirmative Action happen to 
constitute two-thirds of the total 
population, two-thirds of the consumers 
and more than half the work force. To 
exclude or to provide for them not being 
included any more would be a detriment to 
this total economy, since the majority of 
the citizens should be productive members 
of the economy. 

I think that this whole backlash 
against Affirmative Action comes from 
wrong-wing political opportunist And I 
dare say that these people who are now 
bashing it, to me are very - it is a 
cowardly act indeed. It is cowardly to 
come down on people that want to be 
included, that have not been included, that 
had been excluded. I would say that they 
need to develop more of a backbone - and 
I would like to use a different anatomy — 
that now they do this, now they come up 
with this. Why wasn’t thi s brought up 
before? That’s weak. You know the 
angry white male concept Believe me, 
the angry white male is really in a 
minority. Most folks out there just want 
equal opportunity, period. They want for 
opportunities to move up, not for anything 
to be taken away. 

Affirmative Action, the way it 
should be and the way that this City is 
drafting and revising its 1978 policy, does 





not take away. We are not talking quotas 
or any thing, we are talking about 
increasing opportunities. That is what the 
City has been all about 

And, I want to say, lastly, I want to 
commend the Mayor’s Office for ai least 
drafting and br ing in g Affirmative Action 
Policy up to date. Yes, we do have it and 
you have copies of the City’s s tan d ing 
Affirmati ve Action Policy and how it 
needs to be redrafted. 

But, why keep Affirmative Action? 
The best example I have seen — it is not 
min e, it is not my idea, but it was in a flyer 
that 1 received: It is hardly a fair game of 
Poker when one player starts the game 
with a huge stack of chips and the other 
player, through no fault of his or her own, 
has none. Even a skilled player with the 
best of Poker playing hands would 
eventually fold under such circumstances. 
Affirmat ive Action will continue to be a 
necessary tool to level the playing field. 

And that’s not bringing anybody 
down, that’s b ringing everybody on par 
and bringing everybody up. I just hope 
and pray that after this whole debate that 
one day we will soon see a utopia where 
we don’t even need it, but in the 
meantime, let’s be fair. Thank you. And I 
will bring this up next week. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Councilwoman 
McDonald. And your desire is to hold the 
actual resolution until next week? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. 


The Chair: 

And the resolution specifically 
talks about the Pennsylvania House Bill, if 
I’m not mistaken. Very good. 

Any discussion at this time? I 
think it is appropriate that we hold it for 
next Tuesday’s meeting. 

Any other matters to be brought 
before the body under Motions and 
Resolutions before we conclude for the 
post agenda meeting which will begin in 
three minutes following this session? 
Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I would like just a few seconds. 
Hazelwood was in the news again Friday 
evening, or afternoon. Usually it is in the 
news for negative reasons. This was a 
tragedy, too. We had a fire, a larger fire in 
Hazelwood. But the good news is no one 
was seriously hurt Three firefighters were 
slightly injured but they are okay. Our 
firefighters did an excellent job. They 
were there within minutes. Actually 44 
firefighters responded. But as the alarm 
went of£ two passersby from Hazelwood, 
Tom Early and William Cutler, broke 
down the door, saw the smoke in the 
home, new someone was in there. Broke 
down two doors, went upstairs and rescued 
a Charlie Lee, a 103 year old woman, and 
took her out of there. And if you saw her 
you’ll know she’s still quite feisty and 
active. And I just wanted to mention that 
not only good Hazelwood residents, but I 
am sure Pittsburghers all over the City 
were grateful to have residents like this, 
and I just want to commend them, 
especially in Hazelwood, with some of the 
negative things that are happening there, 







that seem to hit the news, that there are — 
it’s a 99 percent great community and 
good people, and these two gentlemen and 
rescuing this fine lady, really showed the 
outstanding citizens we have there and in 
our City, and I just want to commend 
them. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 
Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, just I would like to 
bring up something that happened over the 
weekend in the Brookline area, something 
that I think it is exciting for not only the 
residents of Brookline, but the children of 
the Brookline area, and that was the 
completion of a concession stand and two 
bathrooms, which I know that you are very 
much aware of because you were very 
helpful in helping get some of the 
materials needed to do just that 

The Mayor often talks about a 
partnership and with the community and 
trying to rebuild the community, that is 
what we saw for the last 11 or 12 weeks 
that went on in the Brookline area. We 
have a beautiful concession stand and two 
bathrooms now in the Brookline Memorial 
Park area, and it was all done by 
community effort. The City did play a 
very small part in that, and I would like to 
thank the Mayor and Mr. Sirabella for 
helping us do that. But, for the most part, 

I think that the Brookline Little League 
Association needs to be commended. 
They took it one step further because they 
had gotten their approval on February 14th 
and I think that a lot of my colleagues 
probably saw on the television this 


weekend where they honored the three 
fallen firefighters. They did that because 
they got the approval on that day, February 
14th, when the three firemen had lost their 
lives in the line of duty. I was very 
honored to be a part of that I think it was 
a very nice act on behalf of the Brookline 
Little League and the children of the 
Brookline area to do that and to not forget 
the firefighters who gave their lives tip, 
because it was a very happy day for 
Brookline to get the approval to go ahead 
with their plans, but at the same time it 
was a great deal of sadness that had fallen 
upon our City. 

And if no one has seen the granite 
placard that has been placed up on the 
wall, there feces were etched into it and 
along with their names and their 
companies. It is very beautiful. I 
encourage you to get up there and take a 
look. The families were there, I think that 
they were very proud, not only of their 
da ught er, their sons, their husbands, but of 
the community for doing and showing so 
much affection in regards to 

And, again, I would like to thank 
you, too, Mr. President, for your help in 
securing a lot of the materials needed and 
getting the group in the right spirit I 
appreciate your help. 

Next week I am going to be 
bri nging down the individuals that put this 
concession stand and bathroom together. I 
would appreciate it if the City Clerk would 
send communication to Mayor Murphy 
and Mr. Sirabella, because the 
orga nizati on has some presentations that 
they would like to make at that time, and if 
we could have both the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor here, it would be very helpful. 
Thank you. 




The Chain 

Very good. We will send an 
invitation to His Honor to be in Chambers 
next week. 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President First of 
all, I do want to commend Councilman 
Cusick on all the work that he is doing 
with that Brookline group. It is fantastic 
to be able to put something together and to 
build something that quickly. So, 
congratulations. 

I wanted to just bring up a couple 
of issues in the Friendship neighborhood 
and in the Bloomfield neighborhood, one 
bad and a couple of good In Friendship in 
the last four months, Mr. President, there 
have been a tremendous number of 
burglaries. There have actually been in the 
area of 60 burglaries since the beginning 
of the year, and just this morning we 
received two more calls about burglaries 
that occurred yesterday. 

I just wanted to inform Council 
that I have spoken with the Chief of 
Police, that we send a letter asking for 
some changes to be made, including for 
the Community Oriented Police Officer to 
begin at noon instead of at 3:00. I don’t 
want to get into the whole City wide issue, 
but many of these burglaries are occurring 
in the early afternoon, not in the late 
evening. So, I support that very strongly, 
and also to be able to make sure that the 
Burglary Task Force, since the Mayor has 
put these task forces back in to place, to 
get the Burglary Task Force working a 


little more energetically over there because 
it is a serious problem. 

On a positive note, yesterday the 
Mayor and Marc Advertising joined 
together to plant 40 trees along South 
Aiken Avenue, and we had a long 
discussion about trees here a couple of 
weeks ago in City Council, and 
Councilman Ricciardi took the initiative in 
asking a number of questions. The Mayor 
established, as you know, a shaped 
commission and through that co mmissi on 
they are actually planting the right kind of 
trees, and these are trees that will not get 
tangled in utility wires. 

So, I just want to thank the Mayor, 
and particularly Marc Advertising, who 
paid for all of the 40 trees and for the 
planting of those trees. I think that will be 
the be ginnin g of a new policy on urban 
forestry. 

And finally, this weekend, of 
course, is the Marathon, and in Pittsburgh 
the Marathon is just a terrific event A lot 
of neighborhoods really come out in force 
that day, and I just look forward to having 
them all come out this time. And then in a 
neighborhood that you and I represent. 
Councilman Ferlo, Bloomfield, certainly is 
going to be out there in force. The 
Bloomfield Business Association is 
bringing out all the merchants. There will 
be lots of food. And you yourself are 
having a party down there, Mr. President, 
and — 

The Chain 

No open beer containers, though. 




Mr. Cohen: 

That’s right 

And Bloomfield Citizens Council, 
of course, is holding an Awards Ceremony 
on Friday night, I believe that is at 6:30 at 
the Bloomfield Wall, and I hope 
everybody can attend. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any other 
comments to be brought under Motions 
and Resolutions? We would like to move 
quickly to our post agenda. We have a 
number of guests in the audience. 

At this time I would entertain a 
motion to approve the Minutes and to 
adjourn. 

MR, COHEN moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, April 25,1995. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. COHEN 

Council adjourned. 





(MR. COHEN'S COMMENTS ON BUI* NO. 1843 - 4/26/95) 


Mr. Cohen: 

I s up por t this. I happen to know Mr. Qualters, 
I hope he r emembers, but we wor ked toge t her back on — I 
shouldn't say we worked toge th er. My creative skills 
you can put in a thimble. But we had an opening of a 
park, a little pax3c r an urban park on For bes Avenue in 
North Oakland right off of Craig. 1 thought that that 
was tCTnrifig because it liras a vacant lot that was in 
terrible condition and, Mr. Qualters, I think you 
supervised that? It may have actually been your design. 


Mr. Qualters: 

It is ny sural in there. That was the Times 
Project and Jeannine Stem who runs that. 


Mr. Cohen: 

If any body hasn't seen it, they should go by- 
Forbes Avenue near Craig and look at hw a vacant lot 
be ca me a creative lot. 

I do believe that urban art can inpruve our 
quality of life. For that reason, X will be supporting 
this. 

On the other hand, realizing that we do have 
severe budget cons tr aints, I won't be s up po rt ing sore 
than 20,000 for this, so hopefully 20,000 will do it. I 
would like to see S traw b er ry Way cone alive. 

(Deleted text.) 

Mr. Cohen: 

I don't pre t end to be an ex p ert on this, but sy 
sense is that 1 percent has not been put aside fran 
projects that the city has been involved in. I have 
never heard of ary escrw fund that it has been put 
into. I think, frankly, the law has not been ccnplied 
with. I vrould like to hear from Director Hirsh after 
she has researched it, but I just think it hasn't been 
put aside. 

There is also another issue as to whether or 
not the legislation should be there. As I said before, 

I believe in urban art; on the other hand, 1 perce n t of 
a multinnulti-million dollar project, that is a lot of 
money. I agree with you, the whole issue should be 
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reviewed. 


(END OF REMARKS.) 

Tra nscrib ed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Stenot y p e Reporter 
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moment of silent prayer so that we may 

have peace throughout the world. 

We are very pleased this morning 
to have a young girl, a student, Shaunna 
Carter. She is in the 5th Grade. She is 11 
years old. She goes to Belmar Elementary 
School. She is from the 9th Council 
District, Councilwoman Valerie 
McDonald’s. And Shaunna is going to 
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Shaunna. 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, May 9,1995 


PRESENT: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cnsick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr.Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


The Chain 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 


Shaunna Carten 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you very much, 
Shaunna. We appreciate you coming 
down today. Our City Clerk, Linda 
Johnson, would like to provide you with 
the flag of our great nation and the flag of 
our City. 


We are very honored and pleased 
also to have Mayor Murphy in Chambers 
today. Good morning. Mayor. And he is 
here to help present a proclamation for the 
Brookline Association. 

At this time would you all please 
rise for the Pledge of Allegiance and 
would you please remain standing for a 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chair: 

At this time I would like 
Councilman Joe Cusick to come forward, 
and if his Honor, the Mayor Tom Murphy, 
could please join us. Councilman Cusick. 












I would also like to ask the 
students from Brashear High School to 
please join us up front 

The Chain 

We also have in Chambers this 
morning our Honorable City Controller 
Tom Flaherty, who has not put up his 
signs on telephone poles and along the 
roadways like his opponent, making a 
mess of our City. 

But, in any event, Co uncilman 

Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Good morning, everyone. I am 
very honored today to have the students of 
Brashear High School here for this 
occasion and very honored also to have the 
Mayor, that will administer an oath to an 
office that - that Brashear High School 
started a program, a mediation program, 
where the students will work on their own 
problems. 


At this time I would like to read 
the resolution before the Mayor would 
a dminis ter that oath: 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1949 WHEREAS, student 
mediation offers an alternative to 
Pittsburgh Public School students who 
would normally face suspension; and, 

WHEREAS, when a student selects 
mediation to solve his/her problem, he/she 


chooses to work out a conflict with the 
other disputant; and, 

WHEREAS, with two co- 
mediators guiding the process, until the 
true issues are established and an 
appropriate and satisfying contract of 
agreement is reached; and J 

WHEREAS, mediation stresses the 
importance of communication, the 
importance of expressing your needs and 
feelings, as well as effectively listening 
and understanding those of others; an d, 

WHEREAS, the following students 
have completed mediation t raining at John 
A. Brashear High School: Lauren 

Scharding, Missey Harding, Jada Gxandy, 
Fred Lee, Kamya Walker, Natolee 
Ca mp bell, John Moroney, Steven Gailey, 
Tamica Huntley, Tara Lynn McMullen, 
Shannon Kuc, Lisa Kline, Jaime Simmons 
and Brandon Wiggins. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby co mmend and 
congratulate these students for their 
dedication to and concern for their fellow 
students and their commitment to 
resolving student conflicts peacefully. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 

If the Mayor would administer the 
oath first 


“I,__ do solemnly swear that I 

will support, obey and defend the 
Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of this Commonwealth, and 
that I will discharge the duties of student 
mediator with fidelity. That I will do my 
best to be fair and compassionate in the 
performance of my duties and abide by the 
laws and rules established by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the City 
of Pittsburgh and the City of Pittsburgh 
School District” 

Mayor Murphy: 

Congratulations. 

The Chair: 

Mayor Murphy. 

Mayor Murphy: 

Thanks, Council President 

I only want to say a few words. 
That we hear so many bad stories about 
young people today, unfortunately; it is 
wonderful to be here to talk about some 
good news. That these students have made 
a decision to participate in the very best 
kind of program which is to bring conflict 
to a peaceable resolution; to act as 
mediators, to work with two young people 
who have a disagreement and too often we 
see those disagreements end in violence 
today, and what we have here today are 
young people that have made a decision 
that those disagreements need not end in 
violence but can be issues that are worked 
on together with their leadership to resolve 
them in a peaceable way. I think that is a 
wonderful example for all of us in our day 
to day living. Congratulations. 


The Chair: 

Thank you. Mayor. 

Mr. Cusick: 

At this time I would like to ask one 
of the students if they would come up and 
share with us 


Steven Gailey: 

It is a great honor to receive the 
Mayor to swear us in. And I would like to 
thank the Pittsburgh Public Schools for 
having the foresight to allow the students 
to resolve our own problems, freeing up 
not only the counselors but the staff so 
they can have the time to better educate us 
and give us just that little foot in the door 
that we need to become full adults. Thank 
you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

And, finally, the Dean of John A. 
Brashear High School, Dr. McMurray. 

Dr. McMurray: 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick, and City 
Council Members. Mediation may not 
always work but it is an alternative and it 
is a positive force and a proactive stance in 
dealing with some of the problems that 
many of our youth face today. To be able 
to sit down with a peer and discuss your 
problems and help them guide you to a 
resolution is one alternative strategy that 
we certainly want to imbue in all of our 
public schools. 





These young people that we have 
worked with here at Brashear High 
School, along with Mr. Dunmire and Mr. 
Bullock and Ms. Vlassich and Ms. 
O’Kelley; they have made a commitment, 
a commitment that there has to be a better 
way, that the way things are going now, 
simply perhaps leads to more and more 
Turmoil. 

I certainly thank City Council, 
Mayor Murphy, for your support in our 
endeavors to help students take a good 
look at what conflict means and how best 
it can be resolved. Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

And, finally, I would just like to 
say that it has been a true honor to work 
with Brashear High School, not only the 
students but with the faculty in trying to 
become a part of the Beechview area 
community. Dr. McMurray has shown his 
commitment time and time again We are 
working to get the students more involved 
in the community where John A. Brashear 
is currently. And, I would like to just 
again thank you and the students for your 
participation in the co mmuni ty and just 
give you this proc. 

Dr. McMurray: 

Thank you. Thank you very much. 
The Chair: 

Councilwoman McDonald. 


Ms. McDonald: 

While they are getting their photos 
taken, I just wanted to say that the conflict 
mediation started out as a pilot, not 
sponsored necessarily by the Pittsburgh 
Public Schools but by a group of parents 
who found the funding and volunteered 
many hours and just lots of their time in an 
elementary school that I felt really didn’t 
need it all that much. But, it expanded, it 
grew, it is now a national movement 
When I have gone nationally and visited 
other school systems, particularly ones 
that — we think we have a gang problem; 
no, you don’t know what a gang problem 
is until you go to some areas of the 
country where there are many factions 
fi ght i ng and the one tool that works the 
best is conflict mediation, where gan g 
members actually come into a conflict 
mediation room and hash it out with a 
supervisor that cares. 

So, I want to congratulate 
Brashear. I am so proud of you all to see 
that it has expanded to the high school 
level which I feel is very much so needed 
there and it also teaches the students how 
to keep from fighting and how to solve 
your problems just by taking time to 
reflect, think and find out where the other 
persons u pov”, point of view comes from. 
You can see I had a little bit of t raining in 
that. 

So, I want to congratulate 
Brashear. I am proud of you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Congratulations all. 
We might have to send all of you to 
Wilkinsburg to help them straighten out 




their school board mess, the private 

contractor. 

Councilman Cusick, I believe we 
have some other guests in the audience. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes, we do. I would like the 
Brookline Athletic Association to come 
up. I think we have everybody from 
District 4 here today. 

Before 1 start I would just like to 
thank the Mayor for coming out and 
coming to Council Chambers today, 1 
know your busy schedule. The Brookline 
Little League Association had requested 
the Mayor to come here. But, before we 
do that I have a little proclamation here for 
the Brookline Litde League having the 
privilege to participate in what was I think 
what the Mayor had talked about during 
his campaign, he continues to talk about, 
and that is building partnerships between 
the community, business and government 
Brookline Little League, with die help of 
big, small business, government and 
community and these gentlemen that stand 
before us today, were able to put together 
a concession stand. The cost would have 
been somewhere in the neighborhood of 
50 to $70,000.00. There cost was very 
minimal. 

The City played a part in helping 
get that done and businesses donated most 
of the material. It was an incredible task 
for them to do in 11 weeks and put 
together. It was just amazing to be a pan 
of it. They took it one step further, and a 
lot of you may have had the opportunity to 
see the news on the dedication on the 
building. They had gotten approval on 
February 14th. which was a very, very 


happy day for the Brookline Little League 

Association but a very sad day here in the 
City of Pittsburgh. We had lost three 
firefighters on that day and because they 
had gotten their approval on the day of 
their dedication they made 
— it became a two-part dedication, and one 
was, a plaque was dedicated in the name 
of the three fallen firefighters an d it was 
beautiful. I don’t know if everyone fraH 
the opportunity to see it but if you get a 
chance head up to Brookline Memorial 
Park, it has their feces etched in to the 
granite and it is just a beautiful plaque. 

Saying that, I would just like to 
read this resolution: 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1950 WHEREAS, the 

Brookline Businessman's Little League 
Association previously utilized a s ma ll 
closet-like storage area as a concession 
stand at the upper field of Brookline 
Memorial Park; and, 

WHEREAS, there were no 
restroom facilities for the convenience of 
players and spectators; and, 

WHEREAS, on February 14. 1995 
the City issued a building permit to the 
Brookline Businessman’s Little League 
Association to construct a concession 
stand and restroom facility in the park; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the leadership of 
Brookline Businessman’s Little League 
Association assisted in coordinating an 
effort with City government, members of 
the community and local business to 
construct a new concession stand and 
restroom facility; and. 






WHEREAS, through contributions 
of money, time and material from 
businesses and community members a 
facility which includes a large concession 
stand, handicapped-accessible bathrooms, 
a new sidewalk and a granite etched 
memorial to Firefighters Thomas Brooks, 
Patricia Conroy and Mark Kolenda was 
dedicated on Sunday, April 30,1995. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend and 
honor the Brookline Businessman's Little 
League Association and members of the 
Brookline neighborhood and the 
Pittsburgh business community: Bob 
Downey, Stan Scalise, Tony Colangelo, 
Dave Dittler, Bob Beveridge, Chuck 
Glandorf; Ron Nororolsky, Bob Healy, 
Paul “Sharkey” Romano, Rich Munizza, 
Ray Manella, John Demina, Harry 
Patterson, Bob Barilla, Mike Poremski, 
Tim Lannon, Russ Creely, Tony Bucci, 
Bobby Downey, Bill Schwartz, Jim 
McGranw, Nick Casciato, Dom 
DePasquale, Don Thomas, and Ed Kinzel 
for their tireless effort and dedication to 
the children of Brookline. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I have a special Certificate of 
Appreciation for your dedication and 
commitment to the children of Brookline 
and the residents of the City of Pittsburgh 
in participation in the Brookline 
Concession Stand Project And, Ron 


Nororolsky, John Demina, Tony Bucci, 
Bill Schwartz, Frank Mecca, Bobbie 
Downey, Mike Poremski, Richard 
Munizza, Timmy Lannon. The next award 
is for the President of the Association, 
Robert Downey. And this one is for the 
Project Coordinator which took a great 
deal of time out of his schedule, he just 
really pushed everyone, including myself, 
to get things done, Stan Scalise. 

As I said, these guys all have jobs, 
they work very hard during the day, but let 
me tell you, every evening they were back 
up there digging dirt, putting block on. I 
have no clue what goes into construction, I 
did very little as far as the brick and 
mortars go because they kept saying I got 
in their way. But, I was just very proud 
that they included me in on it and allowed 
me to participate. 

At this time I would like to call 
Bob Downey and Stan Scalise up because 
they have a couple presentations they 
would like to make. 

Mr. Bob Downey: 

First off we would like to thank 
Mayor Tom Murphy. With his help and 
the help of the Mayor's Office we were 
able to get this project started. Thank you. 
Mayor. 

Mayor Murphy: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Bob Downey: 

Next we would like to thank 
Councilman President Jim Ferlo for his 
dedication to the City of Pittsburgh and his 



tremendous help on behalf of our 
organization. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Bob Downey: 

Next we would like to present a 
plaque to our District Councilman, Mr. Joe 
Cusick. Without his tireless efforts and 
his dedication this project would not have 
been possible. Mr. Cusick was able to 
show how community organizations and 
the community government leaders work 
together hand in hand to put a project 
together like this, and I would like to thank 
him personally. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Bob Downey: 

And, we would like Mayor Tom 
Murphy to accept Deputy Mayor Sal 
Sirabella’s plaque. Mr. Sirabella was very 
helpful and instrumental in getting our 
project completed. Again, thank you. 

Mayor Murphy: 

Thank you. I just want to take a 
moment and thank the association. We 
could never pay Little League 
Associations around this City for what 
they do. First of all, you wouldn’t want to 
pay people to do it because it needs to be 
done as a labor of love, and the other is, it 
would be far too expensive. So, without 
these gentlemen and their wives’ 
contributions, we would not have the kind 


of quality activities we have for young 
people in this City. There are little leagues 
all over the City that provide an enormous 
amount of activity and good t raining to 
young people. And, this Association 
particularly went through a tough time a 
year or so ago and the fact that they have 
bounced back, not only to improve their 
facilities, physical facilities, but to have 
put themselves now in a secure financial 
footing again is a real testament to I think 
your dedication to your young people in 
Brookline. Thank you very much. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Before we end, 1 would like to call 
Stan Scalise back up and to say a few 
words, because Stan, again, was the 
Project Coordinator and I am sure he 
would like to say just a few words. 

Mr. Scalise: 

First off, I would like to thank 
everyone for bearing witness right now. I 
would like to particularly thank Mayor 
Murphy, who when I first approached him 
with this project he said that he would do 
anything he could for us, pointed us in the 
right direction and said, “Don’t cost us too 
much money.” 

I would also like to thank these 
guys standing here and the other guys who 
are not here right now. They put in a lot of 
time and they put up with me and I pushed 
them like I was giving them a paycheck. 

Again I would like to thank 
Council President Jim Ferlo, who 
obviously isn’t from the Brookline area 




but his dedication to the City of Pittsburgh 
came through with all the help that he gave 
us. And, once again I would like to thank 
Joe Cusick because without him nothing 
would have happened up here. Thanks 
again, Joe. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Stan. I just want to say 
thank you, and 1 want to thank 
Councilman Cusick for corralling me in to 
working with you. I think you used a lot 
of mortar and cement on the brick and also 
to me my colleague Mr. Cusick 
represented the cement to kind of hold the 
project together based on the leadership of 
you all here today. 

The Mayor is correct, though. We 
have a missing 10 million dollar line item 
in the budget that is not there and that 
probably represents the volunteer labor 
power of parents and young people 
throughout this City that are the backbone 
of our Little League Teams, our various 
playground areas, they do everything from 
drag the field to paint the lines to paint the 
concession stands and in this case, build 
the concession stands, and without it we 
would be less of a great City. 

And, I just want to applaud you 
and thank you. And, we are building one 
in Leslie Field next month, if you’d like to 
come out, you’re welcome to help. 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much, Mr. 
President I also just want to take a 
moment to congratulate the Brookline 
Businessman’s Little League Association 


and Bob and Stan and all of you for doing 
such a terrific job. We pass a lot of 
resolutions here and a lot of laws, and 
those are all well and good, but the real 
important work that is being done in this 
City is building something, and what you 
did is built something, something that is 
going to last for a long time, something for 
our children, and 1 think the youngsters, 
having seen that, will realize how 
important it is to build a future for 
Pittsburgh. 

And, I want to thank especially 
Councilman Joe Cusick, who kept telling 
me about this project, every week right at 
this table, he’d say, this is exciting, we’re 
building something, and he did a terrific 
job. So, congratulations to all of you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. I know 
Mayor Murphy has other meetings this 
morning. I just want to thank him for 
coming to Council Chambers and 
honoring the request of Brookline. 

Yes, Mayor, we’ll do Bloomfield 
next, if you’re willing to stick around. I’m 
going to have to pull rank here as Council 
President 

I do want to pay tribute to and 
recognize our State Representative, the 
Honorable Frank Piste 11a, from the 
Bloomfield community and other 
neighborhoods in his Legislative District 
Good morning. I know he is here for the 
Bloomfield folks. Earlier I reco gnis ed our 
City Controller Tom Flaherty. 

Because of scheduling and the 
Mayor’s meeting, as well as others, I 
would like to pull rank here and ask that 
the wonderful group of residents from the 


Bloomfield community, please come 

forward under the banner of the 
Bloomfield Citizens Council, so that we 
can pay a proper tribute. And, if Mr. 
Flaherty and Mr. Pistella could please join 
us also. 

The Chair: 

I think all of the Bloomfield 
community came out this mor ning , that’s a 
great tribute to Bob and Janet Ladies and 
gentlemen, please don’t be afraid to go up 
back on the podium, we would like to get 
you all in here, all of the 8th Ward hoe, 
part of the 9th. I am asking Councilman 
Cohen to join me also. And, if we could 
just scoot around. We’ll get all the famil y 
here especially. And, 1 know Councilman 
Onorato is going to be on his best behavior 
because his grandmom is here and we 
want to make sure he behaves himself, or 
he's going to get a Bocca la cu. 

Members of Council, 1 would like 
to read the following proclamation: 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 1951 WHEREAS, the 
“SPIRIT OF BLOOMFIELD,” a family 
magazine published monthly and 
dedicated to preserving the past, present 
and future of Bloomfield, was a dream 
conceived by Bob and Janet Scullion in 
May of 1990; and, 

WHEREAS, the “SPIRIT OF 
BLOOMFIELD” which reports 
community news of importance and 
interest contains monthly articles by West 
Penn Hospital’s Dr. Jack Hill, informing 
the public about critical health issues and a 
column, written in Italian by Victoria 


LeDonne, for Bloomfield’s Italian 

speaking residents; and, 

WHEREAS, the “SPIRIT OF 
BLOOMFIELD” has covered stories 
ranging from great tragedies to the 
interviewing of movie stars, covering 
pastoral and school news, hospital and 
zoning issues and a wide variety of h uman 
interest stories and has promoted both 
youth and senior citizen events and the 
preservation of historic buildings, such as 
the Ursuline Academy now known as 
Victoria Hall; and, 

WHEREAS, Bob Scullion has 
assembled a professional staff made up of 
Ida Czaraedd, Jane Foley, Bill Kovach, 
Patty Ladasky and Wendy Anne Ladasky, 
who all work together to produce the 
excellent piece of journalism known as the 
“SPIRIT OF BLOOMFIELD”; and, 

WHEREAS, even the distribution 
team made up of family and personal 
friends of Bob and Janet Scullion imparts 
a personal touch on the “SPIRIT OF 
BLOOMFIELD” which is not only mailed 
to thousands of Bloomfield residents, 
residents of other communities and City 
and State officials, but also hand delivered 
to thousands by Bob and Janet’s sons, 
John and Joseph; and, 

WHEREAS, the “SPIRIT OF 
BLOOMFIELD” is a proud asset of the 
City of Pittsburgh and should be 
recognized as such. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby commends and 
congratulates Bob and Janet Scullion for 
their hard word and dedication which 





make it possible for Pittsburghers to enjoy 
the “SPIRIT OF BLOOMFIELD”; AND, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh that 
Tuesday, May 9th, 1995, is hereby 
declared to be “Bob & Janet Scullion Day” 
in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. As you can 
see, most of the 8th Ward is down here 
today. But, I think that is a tribute 
certainly to Bob Scullion and Janet, who 
along with the leadership - I see many 
Board Members here of the Bloomfield 
Citizens Council, and probably everyone 
else, if they are not necessarily a board 
member is a BCC activist who volunteers 
their time throughout the year on a variety 
of community events, community 
activities, school activities. You namg it, 
these folks volunteer their time and they 
work hard. They really don’t get that 
much City funding, they are probably one 
of the sterling groups throughout the 
neighborhood movement and throughout 
the City that does it with the backbone and 
the blood, sweat and tears of volunteer 
labor power, and I think we need to work 
with them more closely in the future. 
They are a wonderful group that has 
certainly been evidenced by the activities 
this past weekend involving the Marathon, 
which really probably Bloomfield was the 
shining light throughout the route of 
community interest, support and 


enthusiasm for the Marathoners. And, I 
know when the Mayor came by he was 
certainly welcomed. 

At this time I would like to ask — 
we have a number of elected officials here 
today. I am going to ask Patty Ladasky to 
formally accept the proclamation, as well 
as Janet and Bob’s three sons who are 
here, Dennis, John and Joe, and I would 
like to give them some recognition. 

Unfortunately this mo rning comes 
not only with a great tribute but our hearts 
are saddened with news. Bob Scullion has 
been waging a personal health battle for 
the last many months, and I know he has 
been m a king a comeback and I know he is 
going to m a ke another comeback, but he 
did impair himself this morning, and 
unfortunately both Bob and Janet were not 
able to be here. Our prayers are going out 
this morning for Bob, he is a fighter, he is 
a working class person who has worked 
hard all his life for other people, his family 
in particular, and I think now Bob needs to 
create that energy within his own body, 
which I know he is capable of doing. 

So, with our prayers, with our love 
for him and his family, I know Bob is 
going to fight the disease and fight the 
health problem that he has and he is going 
to make us one heck of a comeback. So, 
we are very concerned and our prayers go 
out today and this morning for Bob. 

But, we need to pay tribute to the 
work of Bob and Janet, the work of the 
citizens and the leadership of the 
Bloomfield Citizens Council, so we 
wanted to bring them all down here today. 

I do want to call on Mayor Murphy 
briefly to come up and say a few words 


about the Bloomfield folks, and then I 

would like my other colleagues from City 
Hall and from State Government, we have 
the Honorable Frank Pistelia behind me, 
our City Controller Tom Flaherty, if they 
could share some thoughts, and then 1 
would like to have a formal response from 
the Citizens Council. 

Mayor Murphy. 

Mayor Murphy: 

My debt of gratitude to all of you 
because on Sunday at 22 miles, I wasn’t 
going to make it until I got all that energy 
from Bloomfield. Even where I was way 
back in that race, there was still a lot of 
partying going on in Bloomfield and I 
think it typified the kind of community 
you have, that you have a community that 
is filled with vitality, with great pride, and 
I think Janet and Bob Scullion best 
demonstrate that, and that is why it is 
unfortunate they are not here to day, 
because they have really demonstrated I 
think, as all of you have, the kind of 
vitality and the kind of pride you have in 
your community. It showed greatly this 
weekend, but it does all the time, doesn’t 
it? Thank you very much. 

The Chair: 

I would like to next introduce 
someone who has worked very hard for 
many, many years and actually is a 
resident from the community. He is a 
great State Legislature, who is 
consistently, unequivocally behind 

Bloomfield Citizens Council. At every 
meeting, every turn of the way when 
something is needed by the community, 
Frank Pistelia is there. At this time the 
Honorable Frank Pistelia. 


Mr. Pistelia: 

Thank you very much. Mr. 
President, Mayor Murphy, and Chief Clerk 
Wasler, Members of Council, it is pleasure 
for me to be here today to honor the 
residents of Bloomfield and to honor the 
Spirit of Bloomfield Newspaper, As I was 
contemplating what I would say today, I 
think like all of you that we know and we 
love Bob Scullion. I have had the 
opportunity to know him for a number of 
years as a personal friend. I have been 
blessed to come down here to other 
ceremonies such as this for other members 
of his family, but 1 can say on a personal 
note, the three things that I think th at I will 
remember the most, or I feel the most 
about Bob Scullion is that I will always 
remember the thickness and toughness of 
his hands from the 30 something years that 
he worked for one of the local gas 
companies that was matched and 
surpassed only by the kindness of his heart 
and the broad gentleness of his smile 
whenever we met and we talked, and it 
was that type of hard work, yet tenderness 
in compassion that Bob brought to the 
community of Bloomfield for all the time 
that he lived there. And, I think all of us 
here, as elected officials, will agree that 
when we have the opportunity to work 
with people like Bob Scullion and his 
family, it does, in feet, make our job a lot 
easier and certainly a whole lot richer. 
And, I am honored and proud to be here 
with you today, with all of you whom I 
consider to be my dear friends. Thank 
you. 

The Chain 

Someone who lives in the — well, 
not only the 7th Ward any more, he used 
to live in the 7th Ward, now he is in 





another ward, but in any event, someone 
whose kinship to Bloomfield goes back a 
couple of decades when he was actually a 
State Legislature and has a long-time 
relationship with Bob and Janet and very 
supportive of a lot of the efforts of the 
Bloomfield residents, and at this time 1 am 
very pleased to introduce my buddy here, 
the Honorable Tom Flaherty, our City 
Controller. 

Mr. Flaherty: 

Well, Jim, I certainly appreciate 
those kind words. Mayor Murphy and 
Activists of Bloomfield United, I am 
certainly honored to appear at this special 
occasion here. As Jim said, I have a 
relanonship that goes back 21 years, when 
I was first - and they said, it’s time to go. 
But, when I was a young campaigner, I 
won't ever forget this, I was naive and 
green and walking the streets of 
Bloomfield alone, an d I ran into a young 
kid. be was about nine years old, I think at 
the tune, and that is this fellow here, 
Dennis Scullion, who I think is the 
youngest of the Scullion children. And, 1 
spoke to Dennis. He said, “What are you 
doing?” 1 said, “I’m running for office ” 
He said. “I want you to meet my parents.” 
And. we walked a couple blocks and 1 had 
the opportunity to meet Bob and Janet, and 
that was the beginning of a beautiful 
relationship. And, in those 20 years I have 
seen the BCC grow under their guidance 
and leadership from what was then 
essentially sort of a social club, where they 
would have the meetings or celebrations 
that were strictly of a social kind, but in 
the last 20 years they have really grown I 
think into one of the most sophisticated 
community issue oriented groups in this 
City, and they certainly assist us as City 


officials and fill a vacuum that oftentimes 
we see in other neighborhoods. 

And, I had a lot of great times with 
Bob Scullion. 2 know at the bar in the 
Cercone House, we always used to go 
there and have a great time, and my heart 
really goes out to Bob and Janet He is a 
great guy; he is going to be back; he is on 
the comeback trail, and 1 am sure the 
sentiment of all of us here is that he is in 
our prayers and our closest, wannest 
wishes. Thank you very much, J imm y 

The Chain 

Thank you. I am very pleased to 
share our neighborhood with my colleague 
Councilman Dan Cohen, who I know 
works very hard in the Bloomfield 
community; he spends a lot of time also 
"with the Bloomfield Business Association. 
At this time Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Don’t worry, it won’t be a long 
speech. But, look at the group that came 
down today. It is just a tribute to 
Bloomfield, it is a tribute to Janet and Bob 
Scullion. It has been my honor to 
represent a portion of Bloomfield with 
Councilman Jim Ferlo for almost six years 
now, and it has been the greatest privilege 
and honor to do that. 

And, I just wanted to take a 
moment to congratulate all of you. 
congratulate the Spirit of Bloomfield on its 
anniversary, and of course, to give our 
heartfelt hopes and prayers to Bob 
Scullion and. of course, to Janet, who does 
such a terrific job for Bloomfield. 

When I think of the paper, the 
newspaper, the Spirit of Bloomfield , the 




thing that I like the best are the personality 

profiles of people in Bloomfield, people 
who often don’t get the headlines, or who 
aren’t public officials, but who are there 
doing dedicated work for Bloomfield and 
for the neighborhood, and in my view, the 
Spirit of Bloomfield means family, it 
means strength, it means stability, and I 
am just very, very lucky to be a small part 
of that So, thank you very much. 

The Chain 

At this time I would like Patty 
Ladasky on behalf of the newspaper to say 
a few words and also on behalf of the 
family and BCC, and then I would like one 
of the kids to - not kids really — they are 
not kids any more. You can tell my gray 
hair here. But, maybe Denny or one of the 
other kids would like to say a few words 
also. 

Patty. 

Ms. Ladasky: 

Good morning. It is a privilege to 
be here. Janet Scullion called me this 
morning and said, “Patty, how about going 
down to City Council; Bob got into a little 
bit of a problem, not any thing life- 
threatening, but how about going down 
and doing a job for Bob and I?” I am 
pleased and honored to be here with her 
three sons and the staff of the Spirit of 
Bloomfield- 

I would like to tell you a little bit 
about the Spirit of Bloomfield , how it 
started. It was a family magazine that was 
started. We were sitting around Janet’s 
table and Bob was in the livingroom, and 
she turned around and she said to us. “Do 
you think we could do a newspaper?” I 


says, “What?” She said, “Do you think we 
could do a newspaper?” I said, “Sure, we 
can do that” Well, five years later here 
we are five years young. We have worked 
very hard. We have covered all the issues, 
from the movie stars to the social issues to 
losing one of our little boys in the 
Bloomfield community, Marco DePaulo, 
who we fought for and campaigned for his 
rally of health. 

But, most of all and most 
important, 1 want to reflect on Bob and 
Janet today and the commitment that they 
have made to the Bloomfield community. 
It was through them that the Bloomfield 
community is alive today and all of the 
issues, from our Bloomfield youth down to 
our Seniors, are represented in our 
magazine. We do a calendar, we try to 
hope that everybody gets a little piece of 
that and can enjoy it Our advertisers, we 
respect them very much and our 
advertisers are very supportive. 

The most important filing after the 
paper is done is when it is going out on the 
streets and people take it and they know 
that in that newspaper, that when they put 
that paper down, that they have a feeling 
of goodwill. Everything in there is written 
for the betterment of the community. 

And, I would just like to stand here 
and say, I am very proud to be a part of 
this today. And, I do honor Janet Scullion 
and Bob Scullion, and I know he is feeling 
all of our energy right here. Because like I 
said, this is just a little bit of a setback. 
He’s in the hospital, he’s receiving 
treatment and he is still fighting, and Janet 
is right there beside him, and I am sure 
this afternoon we’ll have great news. 

So. right now I would like to turn 
this over to his son Dennis Scullion, and 









his other sons are with us this morning, 
Joseph Scullion and John Scullion. 
Dennis. 

Dennis Scallion: 

I would like to thank everybody for 
coming down here. I really wish my mom 
and dad could have been here because they 
really deserve this award. This is 
something — my dad has been having a 
real tough time here and this would have 
been nice for him to get down to see all 
these people. This is the biggest honor 
that he could have been given. My heart is 
sadd e ned right now because he is not here. 
1 cannot thank Jim Ferlo enough. My 
family is real grateful. Speech giving is 
not one of my strong suits, so I am a little 
nervous here. I just would like to thank 
you for my mom and dad and my famil y, 
my brother Joe, my brother John, and once 
again, thanks, Jim Ferlo. Thank you very 
much. 

Ms. Ladasky: 

That was beautiful, Dennis. And, 
another thing, Jan and Bob wants 
everybody, the family, the friends - we’re 
all friends of the Spirit of Bloomfield here 
today — at 212 Cedarville Street, a dance 
place, her dad’s place, she is having a 
catered affair after the proclamation and 
she wants every single one of you to go 
down there, every single one of you here 
to go down there, and that’s Bob’s request 
and Janet’s. Thank you. 

The Chain 

I want to thank you all. But, in 
closing, we have a wonderful little lady 
here, in fact, we have a lot of wonderful 
little ladies here. But, this young lady is 


100 years old, and I don’t think she should 
leave these Council Chambers without a 
great flag of the City of Pittsburgh. Ms. 
Defrancesca. And, we just want to say 
thank you. 


Ms. Defrancesca: 

I don’t know what to say myself. 
Thank you very much, everyone. 

The Chain 

That’s right Che va lamia. 

We just want to say- now, this is a 
good example — 100 years, going strong, 
and it is partly because the enthusiasm, 
and she is the spirit of Bloomfield. God 
Bless you. 

Ms. Ladasky: 

Yes, she is. One minute. I can’t 
leave without saying this from Janet 
Scullion, her last words were to me is, 
“Please tell Jimmy for Bob and I that he is 
a very dear friend and he has always been 
a very dear friend and a continued friend 
in Bloomfield.” That’s from Janet and 
Bob. 

The Chain 

Thanks, Sweetheart T hank you 
all. Thank you and God Bless Bob, he’s 
going to pull through and we’ll have him 
back very shortly. Thank you all, and I 
appreciate taking the time paying tribute to 
Bob and Janet. 

I also want to thank our State 
Representative Frank Pistella, I appreciate 
him coming down today, and also our City 


Controller Tom Flaherty, and our great 
Mayor Tom Mmphy for being here also 
today. Thank you. 

We apologize for the false alarms 
earlier. We were having some problem in 
the City-County Building with the alarm 
system. Our apologies to all of our guests 
who came out here today. 

I want to say hello to Mary 
Caroline Hunt, who I did not realize was 
down here for the BCC proclamation. 
Good morning. Thank you for coming 
down. Please tell Janet to save me some 
Suprasette. 

To my colleagues, thank you for 
the intrusion, I didn’t want to take 
advantage of Mayor Murphy’s schedule 
this morning. And, at this time I would 
like to please call on Councilman Alan 
Hertzberg. 

We have Councilman Onorato 
hugging his grandmother, that’s good. 
Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Dan, get those 50 people out in the 
hall for this next one, would you? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Take him out in the hall and 
straighten him out 

The Chair: 

That’s right I hope so. We 
haven't been able to, so — 

Mr. Hertzberg: 


I decided against running in the 
Marathon and went for the 10K on 
Sunday, but after doing that, I did 
participate — 

The Chain 

All right 
Mr. Cohen: 

What was your time? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

You know what, I forgot to get it 
again, Dan. But, anyways, after that I 
went to a little skating outing with ALS, 
that they are doing to raise some funds, 
and this is ALS Awareness Month, and 1 
made it through the skating after going 
through the 10K, and I have with me Rita 
Patchan, who is the President of the 
Western Pennsylvania Chapter of the ALS 
Society, and also Nancy Procopio, and 
both of them have had close family 
members that were ALS patients. And, I 
will read this resolution: 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTS 

No. 1952 WHEREAS, the 
Western Pennsylvania Chapter of the ALS 
(Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) 
Association is a Not-For-Profit 
Organization located at 1323 Forbes 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219; and, 

WHEREAS, ALS is more 
commonly known as “Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease”; 

WHEREAS, Lou Gehrig played 
baseball for the New York Yankee’s from 
1923 to 1939 and was one of the most 




famous first basemen in major league 
baseball histoiy; and, 

WHEREAS, Lou Gehrig 
ultimately died from ALS; and, 

WHEREAS, ALS affects the 
function of nerves and muscles and 
becomes progressively worse causing 
death in 3 to 5 years; a nd , 

WHEREAS, ALS is not a rare 
disease, as it affects adults with no sexual, 
racial, ethnic or socioeconomic 
boundaries; and, 

WHEREAS, the cause of ALS is 
unknown and there is no known cure; and, 

WHEREAS, the month of May is 
ALS AWARENESS MONTH in the 
national campaign entitled “TIME FOR A 
CURE". 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the Western 
Pennsylvania Chapter of the ALS 
Association for the efforts providing 
services and education to ALS patients, 
families and caregivers; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares May 1995 to be ALS 
AWARENESS MONTH IN THE CITY 
OF PITTSBURGH. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 


Thank you. Members. And, Rita, 
would you like to say a few words. 


Ms. Patchan: 

I would like to thank Councilman 
Hertzberg. I got to know him on Sunday a 
little better out there roller blading in 
South Park. Of course, I didn’t roller 
blade, but he did. And, I want to thank 
Dan Onorato, who is my Councilman. 

ALS is kind of a disease that not 
too many people know about, but if you 
would kind of just sit and not move for 
about five m i nut es, you would understand 
what the patients go through with th fc 
disease. When they lose their muscle 
ability in their arms and legs, ultimately in 
their throats, so they can’t speak or 
swallow any more, and then in their lungs 
and they can’t breathe any more, it is a 
pretty devastating disease, but through the 
whole process their mind stays intact Of 
course, I lost my mom to it 18 years ago 
and that is my dedication to this cause. 
But, now we have reason for hope. 
Tomorrow at the American Academy of 
Neurology Conference in Seattle they are 
going to announce the discovery of a drug 
that has been able to prolong the life of the 
patients, just months, but it is a step in the 
right direction. 

We are going to keep continuing in 
our fight here and helping everybody we 
can. So, if you ever come into anybody in 
your districts with this disease, please refer 
them to us. We have an affiliation with 
the University of Pittsburgh and a clinic, 
we have drug trials going on through the 
University. So, we’re going to conquer 




this disease, and look out year 2000, 

because that's our goal. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Thank you all for your 
hard work. 1 appreciate it 

Councilwoman Valerie McDonald 
has two resolutions. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Councilwoman 
McDonald. 


ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1953 WHEREAS, Jean S. 
Fairish, society Editor of the New 
Pittsburgh Courier and writer of a weekly 
column entitled, “Pittsburgh Triangle 
Topics” will be honored by Alpha XI 
Allegheny-Erie Chapter of Lambda Kappa 
Mu Sorority, Inc., on Saturday, May 14, 
1995 at the Parkway East Holiday Inn; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Jean S. Farrish 
records the society news of African- 
American clubs and individuals residing in 
Western Pennsylvania. That news is often 
the only chronologic historical record of 
activities that show cultural, economical 
and societal affairs of the African- 
American community; and, 

WHEREAS, Jean S. Farrish has 
been cited for unstinting volunteer services 


to many non-profit agencies in Western 
Pennsylvania communities; and, 

WHEREAS, the Alpha XI 
Allegheny-Erie Chapter of Lambda Kappa 
Mu Sorority, Inc., comprised of business 
and professional women wishes to show 
gratitude to Jean S. Farrish for her 
contributions to Western Pennsylvania 
through her column in the New Pittsburgh 
Courier and through her volunteer 
activities which help give meaning, hope 
and sustenance to lives of families and 
individuals in need. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh co mme nds Jean S. Farrish 
for her dedication to inform the public of 
the positive activities in the African- 
American communities. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the City of Pittsburgh declares 
Saturday, May 14,1995 as Jean S. Farrish 
Day in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1954 WHEREAS, on 
Saturday, May 6, 1995, The Charming 
Young Ladies of the Harriet Tubman 
Guild will celebrate their Eighteenth 
Anniversary with a Luncheon Fashion 
Show at Sumpter Hall; and, 

WHEREAS, the Charming Young 
Ladies was organized in May of 1977 by 




the late Mary W. Cherry. The group was 
organized to assist with the upkeep of the 
Harriet Tubman Terrace. However, since 
1977 The Charming Young Ladies of the 
Harriet Tubman Guild have also been 
involved with numerous activities and they 
have made contributions to groups such as 
Project Bundle-Up and Children’s 
Hospital; and, 

WHEREAS, The Charming Young 
Ladies of the Harriet Tubman Guild 
teaches young ladies between the ages of 9 
and 18 years of age to be dependable, 
loving and community oriented 
individuals. Each young lady involved in 
the Charming Young Ladies program is 
active in church, school, and community; 
and, 

WHEREAS, well known 
personalities have also been a part of The 
Charming Young Ladies of the Harriet 
Tubman Guild, such as Della Crews, 
Lynne Hayes-Freeland, Dr. Helen Faison, 
Cathy Milton, Connie Portis and Connie 
Parker, just to name a few. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends The Charming 
Young Ladies of the Harriet Tubman 
Guild for their ongoing commitment to 
today’s youth and for their contributions to 
those less fortunate. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 


Thank you. Councilman Onorato. 
Mr. Onorato: 

Read into the record, Mr. 
President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 


MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 1955 WHEREAS, the Tri-Hill 
Valley Little League, founded in 1970 for 
the purpose of promoting baseball for the 
youth of Troy Hill, Spring Garden and Mt 
Troy, is celebrating its 25th Anniversary; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the reason for the 
associations’ existence is due largely in 
part to one man, Bill Lankes. Bill has 
been involved in athletics on the North 
Side for the past 33 years, he began 
coaching Pony League Baseball in 1962 
and moved to Colt League in 1975; and, 

WHEREAS, Bill is the President 
of the Tri-Hill Valley Baseball 
Association, which fields a total of 11 
baseball teams, he has also coached grade 
school basketball at Most Holy Name, 
served as the Fund Raising Chairm an for 
the Athletic Association and has organized 
all other details associated with the 
program; and, 

WHEREAS, the entire Lankes 
family has also dedicated their time to the 
association, whether it be participating in 
sports, coaching teams or umpiring games 
throughout the years; and. 


WHEREAS, Bill was named North 
Side Man of the Year because of the time 
and talent he has dedicated through 
leadership and service to the community. 

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes and commends 
Bill Lankes for his tireless commitment 
and dedication to the Tri-Hill Valley Little 
League Association. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Any other proclamations or 
resolutions to be read into the record? 
Excuse me. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

To be presented, Mr. President 
The Chain 

To be presented. Councilman 
Ricciardi. I apologize. I don’t have your 
name on the agenda for some reason. 

Mr. Ricciardi:] 

Thank you, Mr. President 
Colleagues, I would like to invite Lyle 
Williams to come forward, please. Mr. 
Williams is the Chairman of the 1995 
American Society of Highway Engineers 
National Convention, which is going to be 
held here in the City of Pittsburgh. We all 
know the importance of the delivery of 


infrastructure services here in the City of 
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County and 
throughout the nation. 

This resolution is presented by Mr. 
Joe Cusick, who Chairs the Department of 
Engineering and Construction, and myself, 
as Chairperson of Public Works. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTS 

No. 1956 WHEREAS, highway 
services provided in our community are an 
integral part of our citizen’s everyday 
lives; and, 

WHEREAS, the support of an 
understanding and informed citizenry is 
vital to the safe and efficient operation of 
highways; and, 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, 
welfare, and comfort of this community 
greatly depends on these facilities and 
services; and, 

WHEREAS, the quality and 
effectiveness of these facilities, as well as 
their planning, design, construction, 
maintenance and operation, is vitally 
dependent upon the efforts and skill of 
highway officials; and, 

WHEREAS, the efficiency of the 
qualified and educated personnel who staff 
highway departments is materially 
influenced by the people’s attitude and 
understanding of the importance of the 
work they perform; and, 

THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby proclaim the week of 
May 14 - 21, 1995. as “Highway 
Engineering Week” in the City of 





of providing architectural and design 
services, consumer surveys and market 
studies, promotional activities, commercial 
revitalization planning assistance, and 
business district management in various 
neighborhood business districts as part of 
the City’s Neighborhood Business District 
Revitalization Program, at a cost not to 
exceed 5100,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from the 1995 CDBG Program, 
Department of City P lanning 
“Neighborhood Commercial Analysis and 
Support”. 

Also, 

No. 1958 Resolution providing for 
an agreement (s) and contract (s) with 
consultant (s) and vendor (s) to assist the 
City in improving its Citizen Participation 
Process, at a cost not to exceed 
$125,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from the 1995 CDBG Program, 
Department of City Planning “Citizen 
Participation and Technical Assistance”. 

Also, 

No. 1959 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with various 
community organizations for 
operational/administrative expenses, 
maintenance, purchase of equipment ; for 
the benefit of residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh at a cost not to exceed 
$212,500.00, chargeable to and payable 
from the 1995 Community Development 
Block Grant Program, Department of City 
Planning. 

Also, 

No. 1960 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with various 
community organizations for 


operational/administrative expenses, 

m a int enance, purchase of equipment; 
and/or rehabilitation of neighborhood 
facilities for the benefit of residents of the 
City of Pittsburgh, at a cost not to exceed 
$1,190,000, chargeable to and payable 
from the 1995 Community Development 
Block Grant Program. 

Also, 

No. 1961 Resolution providing for 
the filing of a Community Development 
statement by the City of Pittsburgh with 
the U. S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development for a grant in 
connection with the 1995 CDBG Program; 
providing for the execution of grant 
contracts and for the filing of other data 
providing for required assurances; 
providing for execution of payment 
vouchers on letter of credit and for 
certification of authorized signature; the 
deposit of the funds in a b ank acco unt and 
providing for the payment of expenses 
within categories. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1962 Resolution granting unto 
L & M Sales, 900 Sarah Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15203, their successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
maintain and use at their own cost and 
expense, a concrete handicap ramp on a 
portion of the sidewalk area on Sarah 
Street in the 17th Ward, 3rd Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Also, 




No. 1963 Resolution granting unto 
Saks Fifth Avenue, 513 Smithfield Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15222, their 
successors and assigns, an encroachment 
to construct, maintain and use at their own 
cost and expense, a total of seven (7) 
bollards in a portion of the sidewalk area 
along Oliver Avenue in the 2nd Ward, 6th 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1964 Resolution renewing 
Resolution No. 236, approved by City 
Council on March 10, 1992 and effective 
on June 6,1994, authorizing the Hi ghlan d 
Limited Partnership to convert an existing 
13-story structure located at 121 South 
Highland Avenue in to 120 dwelling units 
for the elderly, with the first floor to 
remain commercial and approximately 
4,000 sq. ft of open space as a rooftop 
deck, and with a total of 30 parking spaces 
located at the Highland Ellsworth parking 
lot and/or the Stevenson Place parking lot, 
on property zoned “C4” Commercial 
District, 8th Ward. (Council District No. 
9) 

Also, 

No. 1965 Resolution providing for 
the designation as an Historic Structure 
under Section 513 of Chapter 1007 of the 
Code of Ordinances that certain structure 
known as the Centre Avenue YMCA, 
located at 2621 Centre Avenue, designated 
as Block and Lot Number 10-M-154, in 
the Fifth Ward, City of Pittsburgh. 


Which were read and referred to the 
Co mmit tee on Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use. 

Also, 

No. 1966 Communication from 
Linda M. Johnson-Wasler, City Clerk, 
submitting the First Quarter travel reports 
for 1995 from various City departments. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

The last bill, I need a motion to 
receive and file. 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

So moved. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chain 

Moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. We will 
move directly to Reports of Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Councilman Onorato. 




Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1967 

Report of the Committee on F inan ce and 
Budget for May 3, 1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1905 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor and the City 
Solicitor to enter into an agreement or 
agreements for the hiring of counsel to 
assist in the representation of the City of 
Pittsburgh for outside legal counsel at a 
cost not to exceed $150,000 (ONE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS), chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account 1075, Miscellaneous 
Services, Department of Law ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 


names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

Bill No. 1968 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
May 3, 1995, transmitting two resolutions 
to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1906 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Byrdell and Lexi Jackson, 
3613 California Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15212, their successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
m ai nt a in and use at their own cost and 
expense, eight (8) off street pa rkin g stalls 
with a metal guide rail in a portion of the 
right-of-way at 3210 Central Avenue in 
the 27th Ward, 1st Council District of the 
City of Pittsburgh.” 



Which was read. 
Also, 

Bill No. 1940 


The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Cohen. 
Mr. Cohen: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto the Society for 
Contemporary Crafts, 2001 Smallman 
Street, Pgh., PA 15222 and the owners, 
the URA of Pittsburgh, 200 Ross Street, 
their successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense a total of 
three bollards and six trees in a portion of 
the sidewalk area along 21st Street and 
Smallman Street in the 2nd Ward, 6th 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I just wanted to state for the record, 
in case this changes down the road. Bill 
1906, 3210 Central Avenue, 27th Ward, 
we have checked several times, this is the 
old St. Leo’s Grade School facility. 
Perpetual Help. There were two buildings 
they converted to market-rate apartments. 
The reason 1 want to put that on die record, 
just in case someone tries to pull a fast 
one, and this is really something different 
than what I have been told verbally and in 
writing, at least several times. I will be 
voting for it because I think it is something 
we need to keep middle income families in 
the City. 


Thank you, Mr. President On Bill 
1940, it looks like a simple encroachment, 
but it is a very important project, and that 
is that it is the Society for Contemporary 
Crafts, which has just opened up on Friday 
night on Smallman Street They also have 
a wonderful restaurant down there called 
the Society Cafe, that Bob Sendall, who is 
very well-known in this City as a great 
chef, owns and is die chef there. So, I just 
want to take a moment to congratulate 
them for their opening and hope that they 
have continued good luck. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman. Other 
discussion? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of die bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 






The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 1969 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for May 3, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

Bill No. 1861 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership 
(PDP) for salaries and related costs of 
implementing the “Pittsburgh’s Picking 
Up** Program, at a cost not to exceed 
S65.000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from the Dept, of City Pl anning Code 
Account NPA, Project No. 03-35-05-6420- 
95 " 

Which was read, 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

I would like my comments brought 
forward. 

(REMARKS -SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 


This is a $65,000.00 matching 
grant to the Downtown Developing 
Corporation for their eight and a half 
month Litter Brigade Campaign, actually 
physically hiring a local company, a 
Downtown company to clean a major 
portion of the Downtown streets; it is a 
matching grant with the Scaife Fund, I 
think it is an important initiative anH it 
clearly has Council’s support 

We had a good post agenda 
meeting, and I would like my comments 
brought forward from the session, and 
equally important I am going to vote for 
this today, but I am very explicit and 
adamant about this, and that is, if this 
clean-up effort is not matched during that 
eight-month period with an enforcement 
mechanism by both Building Inspection 
and our COP Officers, where individuals 
who litter are actually given a citation 
under the City Code, and if we don’t 
resolve the need for additional receptacles 
strategically placed — appropriate 
receptacles, not the ones that are down 
there presently — then we are going to 
spend about $120,000.00, then after the 
eight months the City is going to be dirty 
again. So, again, I want to stress to the 
leadership of this group and to the City 
Departments, that I believe man y others in 
Council feel this way, that we must not 
only pick up the litter but we need to 
impact the individual litterer. I would 
hope that they would “bring the pig back 
in the livingroom,” a campaign of a decade 
ago, I thought it was an effective 
commercial, I think this needs to be tied to 
some sense of awareness on the part of 
employees and others who come to the 
Downtown, to clean the Downtown area 
and keep it clean. So, again, enforcement, 
receptacles, public relations and outreach, 
visible campaign, make a splash, but we 



can’t just pick up the litter. If it is not tied 
together with enforcement, then our 
money is going to go down the drain. 
And, I hope that is not going to be the 
case. But, I think all of us would like to be 
invited to a cleanup some day to give it 
some promotion, make a splash. Again, 
we have to start giving citations to 
individuals who litter, and then I think we 
would change behavior conduct 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onoralo 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

Any other comments or 

discussion? Councilman Cohen. 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Mr. Cohen: 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

Mr. President, I would just like my 
comments brought forward from last 
week, please. 

Bill No. 1970 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

and Construction for May 3, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

The Chain 


Very good. And, I think, again, on 
the record, and Mr. Cohen’s point and 
others, we do want County financial 
commitment, not only for this project but I 
think fundamentally to support the goals 
and objectives of the Downtown 
Developing Corporation in the sustaining 
way, and I think we will follow-up on that 
concern, it is a legitimate concern, and I 
think it is absolutely appropriate that we 
partner with the County Government for 
their financial assistance also. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1902 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a certification required by 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community Affairs in order to close out 
the Rehabilitation of Arsenal Park 
Project” 

Which was read. 

Hearing no other comments, the 
bill is now ready for final action. All in 
favor of the passage of the bill will vote 
“aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 






Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


discrimination or to prevent discrimination 
from occurring in the future; and, 

WHEREAS, Affirmative Action is 
a way to ensure that minorities and women 
are in the pool of job applicants; promotes 
the h i ring of qualified women and 
minorities to effect racial and gender 
inclusion and parity for a diverse, 
competent work force; and. 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 8 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finall y 


WHEREAS, Affirmative Action is 
supported by federal legislation, such as 
Executive Order 11246 (Section 202 As 
Amended) which requires every 
government contractor to hire and recruit 
affirmatively; by the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Act of 1972, Vie tnam Era 
Veterans Readjustment Act of 1974, Civil 
Rights Act of 1991, and Americans With 
Disabilities Act of 1992; and. 


The Chair: 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees, now I will return to matters 
of Unfinished Business. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chain 

I would ask the Clerk to please 
read the following resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1948 WHEREAS, 

Affirmative Action by definition is any 
measure, other than termination of a 
discriminatory practice, adopted to correct 
or compensate for past or present 


WHEREAS, the 21-member Glass 
Ceiling Commission, a panel of legislators 
and business officials selected by 
President George Bush in 1991, reported 
in March 1995 its factual finding* that 
neither “qualified” nor “unqualified” 
African-Americans are displacing white 
males and that the chief beneficiaries of 
affirmative action programs have been 
white females, who still earn only 70 cents 
per every dollar earned by white males. 
The report concludes that the gove rnmen t 
wasn’t doing enough to enforce s tanding 
policies encouraging the hiring and 
promotion of women and minorities; that 
though women make up 46% of the 
national work force, they make up only 
5% of top management; that Blacks, 
Hispamcs and Native Americans are 
virtually invisible in upper level positions 
in Fortune 2000 companies; and that 31 
years after the enactment of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, white males still make up 97 





percent of senior managers in hiring and 
policy making positions in Fortune 1000 
companies; and, 

WHEREAS, the Economic 
Benchmarks report of October 1994 
conducted by the University of Pittsburgh 
clearly supports the necessity of 
affirmative action pro grams. For the City 
of Pittsburgh, it reports a black 
unemployment rate of 18.9% compared to 
6.4% for whites; the 1989 per capita 
personal income of blacks was only about 
half that of whites; in 1989, 40.9% of 
blacks were in poverty compared to 14.0% 
for whites; and, 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania 
Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities 
1995 reports the approximate rate of 
unemployment for citizens with 
disabilities at 66 percent; and, 

WHEREAS, through affirmative 
action pr ogr a ms and initiatives, the racial 
and gender diversity of the City of 
Pittsburgh’s overall work force has moved 
closer to the 1990 Pittsburgh Labor 
Market's statistics, with some departments 
faring better than others. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh affirms its commitment to 
the City's on-going efforts to promote the 
long-range Affirmative Action goal of 
achieving an employment profile 
representative of the Pittsburgh Labor 
Market and the City’s policy and efforts 
to provide fair and equitable consideration 
of employees and applicants on the basis 
of merit fitness through fair and practical 
methods of recruitment, selection and 
promotion. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the City of Pittsburgh move forward 
with the development of remedies which 
simultaneously accomplish the elimination 
of discrimination through the creation of 
greater opportunities for minorities and 
women, and implement policies which are 
framed within a single, indisputable 
standard of excellence. 


AND BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh urges the Governor, 
Pennsylvania House Representatives and 
Senators to oppose PA House Bill 360 
which seeks to abolish affirmative action 
programs, including those of veterans and 
the disabled. This bill incorrectly assumes 
we now live in the ideal society spoken of 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, whose 
members are judged solely by the “content 
of their character” and not their gender or 
“the color of their skin”. We have not 
reached this utopia yet 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Is there a motion to approve for 
purposes of discussion? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Motion to approve for discussion. 
MR- CUSICK seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

It has been moved, seconded. 
WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 
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The Chain 

Now discussion, Councilwoman 
McDonald, the sponsor of the bill. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. Thank you, Mr. President 
As I had stated last week — I am not going 
to repeat everything that I had said - but, 
this bill, or this resolution is drafted to 
basically affirm what the City is already 
doing. This is the Mayor’s Office 
initiative of Affirmative Action, and 1 have 
shared last week with all my colleagues 
the draft of what the Administration will 
be proposing in terms of updating its 
Affirmative Action P ro gr am . We have 
involved Affirmative Action Programs 
since the mid 1970s. The resolution just 
affirms what we have done, what we will 
continue to do. 

I will say I think there is a great bit 
of misunders tanding with Affirmati ve 
Action. It is like a buzz word, it raises a 
red flag for some, but I think that is all due 
to misunderstanding of what Affirmative 
Action is. Some have interpreted 
Affirmative Action as meaning quotas, as 
meaning discrimination ag ains t males or 
whites or whatever, but it does not mean 
that at all. Affirmative Action was drafted 
so that it would increase the diversity of 
the work force, simply put It has nothing 
to do with discrimination against white 
males, as has been purported in the media, 
in legislation, in Congress and in our State. 
We have laws in place to protect 
absolutely every individual against 
discrimination, and for anyone at this table 
to think that Affirmative Action 
discriminates means that you are not 


understanding of what it is and you should 
be. 

I attended — the Federal 
Government had a preliminary session 
yesterday on Affirmative Action at the 
Federal Building. Tomorrow there will be 
Congressmen and representatives from 
Washington, D. C. at the Federal Building 
tomorrow between 1:00 and 5:00 in room 
2214, between 1:00 and 5:00 in room 
2214. I encourage my colleagues to 
attend, I have a lot of meetings but I will 
certainly meet with the Congressional 
representatives at that time to actually 
address, what is Affirmative Action, what 
has it done, and where do we go from 
here? Basically this booklet is about 
Equal Employment Opportunity, EEO. 
EEO protects everybody, whether you be a 
white male or a black female or someone 
that can’t even walk, doesn’t even have 
legs. EEO protects absolutely everyone. 
And, Affirmative Action does not go 
against any of our EEO policy, and indeed 
it only enhances it 

In feet, I had a couple quotes, 
because a couple of Members of Council 
were concerned, and I agree that there 
should be some concern. I want to have an 
intelligent discussion and an intelligent 
vote on this. 

One of the items in our Federal 
Laws is, when you have an Affirmative 
Action Program, there are certain things 
you have to review, and you have to 
review whether minorities or women are 
being under-utilized in any job group; you 
have to know the population, the statistics, 
the size of the minority and women 
unemployment work force, and indeed, 
you have to know the general availability 
of minorities and women having requisite 
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skills in the immediate labor area. This 

whole notion that Affirmative Action 
means that we will hire men, black men, or 
women, or whatever, that have lesser 
skills, is hogwash, bologna. It says it right 
here in Federal Legislation. Don’t be 
fooled by the rhetoric. There is a lot of 
rhetoric out there and it is coming from a 
very mean-spirited group and they are 
working very quietly, very quietly to undo 
all the positive things that have been done 
for the very groups of people that often put 
us in office. But, the “requisite skills” is a 
key term. It does not mean you hire less, 
it means you hire people that are equal to 
the skills that everyone else has that would 
be considered. 

“The compliance of personnel 
policies and practices with the sex 
discrimination guidelines must be abided 
by. At the support of local and national 
community action groups and community 
service groups designed to improve the 
employment opportunities of minorities 
and women is also suggested. 
Consideration of minorities and women 
not currently in the work force, having 
requisite skills — ” there’s that word again 
“ — who can be recruited through 
Affirmati ve Action measures ” And, 
ultimately, “Any Affirmative Action 
Program must include non-discrimination 
clauses in all union agreements and review 
all contractual provisions to ensure that all 
hiiing practices or contracting practices are 
non-discriminatory ” Non-discriminatory. 

Groups that are suggested in the 
Federal book, groups that youre going to 
eliminate us even dealing with to make 
sure that our work force and our 
contractors are diversified, are the Urban 
League, Job Corp., women’s groups, the 
Nation Organization for Women, 


fraternities, sororities. There is a whole 

list, the YWCA, the National Council of 
Negro Women, Jewish Women’s Group, 
Catholic women’s groups. These are 
groups that are suggested by our Federal 
Government that we should work with in 
order to increase the pool. 

The Mayor’s side has set up a draft 
of an Affirmative Action Program, which 
is an update of 1978, and they have 
reviewed the statistics, and what they have 
come to conclusion is, that the quotas — 
the preferential treatment, that includes 
quotas, will drag us into court We’ve 
been in court, we’ve lost And, I don’t 
think anyone is going to have the nonsense 
to want to go back in to court So, our 
Affirmative Action Program that will be 
administered — already is administered, I 
am only affirmin g it — on the Mayor’s 
side, has been scrutinized legally. It is 
very much so legal. So, the question is, if 
you do not want to affirm our Affirmative 
Action Program, it’s legal, then why aren’t 
you; what’s the problem? It has helped 
women, it has helped minorities, it has 
helped everyone. 

Let’s look at House Bill 360. I 
think there is a problem with that because I 
think we have all been lobbied by 
Representative Ron Gamble, who happens 
not to be in my — I don’t know about 
yours - but he’s not in my area, and I am 
getting tired of any State or Congressional 
folks speaking on the City’s behalf when 
they’re not even near the City. 

The ramifications of House Bill 
360. You know State Law sets a 
precedent in court It knocks down the 
key elements of Affirmative Action. So, 
this is going to set a precedent in court. 
When they talk about, we don’t want 
preferential treatment; well, let’s face it. 
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preferential failing has been a part of our 
history as far as white males are concerned 
but it surely hasn’t been for anyone else. 
This is not about preferential treatment, 
it’s about training, it’s about scrutinize our 
objectivity and testing, it’s about making 
sure that we are — indeed, all people who 
apply - are on a fair playing field. That’s 
all it is about And, it is increasing the 
pool, through t raining through whatever 
measures are necessary, to make sure that 
everyone is afforded an opportunity. 

And, lastly, I want to say, that not 
affirming through Council our Affirmati ve 
Action Program is striking down our 
MBE/WBE policy. You all have been 
given a draft of our Affirmative Action 
Program, the MBE/WBE program, the 
Review Committee, is all part of that So, 
which part don’t you like? We sal there at 
that table and actually interviewed people 
to be on that committee We interviewed 
them, we approved them, but if you cannot 
vote for Affirmative Action, then you’re 
not voting for a very vital part of that 
entire program. You’re basically striking 
it down. 

I think we need to move forward. I 
don’t think we need to be in the past. I 
think we need to understand that House 
Bill 360 is actually a spokesperson, this 
whole bill is a spokesperson for the classic 
angry white male, and they are far and few 
between. They have their rights in court 
just like everybody else. But, I don’t think- 
we need to come from a point of mean¬ 
spiritedness, I think we need to move 
forward. To have, we’re not going to 
consider sex, believe me, white women 
have proffered very much so from 
Affirmative Action. We’re finally 
increasing. We’re finally moving towards 
a fair playing field. And, remember the 


women that you represent, remember 
them, because I guarantee you they’ll 
remember you. 

The Coalition against House Bill 
360 included the Urban League Executive 
Director, Ms. Bush, Ken Rodriguez for 
Latin Americans, Marsha Tongel and Bill 
Meyers from United Way. It was a very 
diverse group that really says House Bill 
360, it’s vague, it’s not specific, it needs to 
stay in committee, but ultimately it is 
mean-spirited and going against 
Affirm a t ive Action. That’s all it is and it 
words it very vaguely, but I can 
understand why because I know where it is 
coming from. 

So, I would hope that my 
colleagues will understand what 
Affirmative Action is, it’s not about 
quotas. This is simply about increasing 
the pool and affording opportunities to 
folks that need to be afforded the 
opportunities that are equal. That’s all. 
Thank you. 

The Chair; 

Thank you. I would like to speak 
very adamantly and very unequivocally in 
support of Council woman McDonald’s 
resolution. I don’t want to refrain what the 
resolution actually is because I think we 
need to read it again. Ninety-five percent 
of the Councilwoman’s resolution, in all of 
the language and all of the whereases, is a 
re-affirmation of Affirmative Action. It’s 
talking about fair play, it’s talking about 
fair share; it’s talking about creating and 
m ai n ta inin g an attempt towards a level 
playing field in this society. It is 
attempting for this municipal government 
and this local City Council to re-affirm our 
commitment not only to 40 years of a 



Civil Rights Movement, but more 

importantly, 200 years of trying to build 
the society in this country, one of equal 
opportunity and equal, level playing field. 
And, that is partly what Affir mati ve 
Action is. It is not a quota. 

I resent Mr. Gamble's memo back 
to me and maybe to other colleagues, and 
far as his comment here, characterizing a 
comment not only to Councilwoman 
McDonald, but more importantly, to Dr. 
King. For “Huck” Gamble to quote and 
turn Dr. King upside down in terms of 
what his beliefs and concerns were, makes 
me sick to my stomach. This is a 
gentleman, a State Legislature, who on 
taxpayers dollars, visited the racist 
apartheid government in South Africa at 
the height of a Fascist regime, and this 
gentleman from an all white borough is 
going to give me a lecture about what is 
fair to the City of Pittsburgh residents. I 
say. Shuck “Huck” Gamble and his 
rhetoric. 

I am sick and tired of these people 
that get on the bandwagon as a result of 
some of the changes that were made with 
the so called Newt Gingrich revolution. 
There was no revolution in Washington, 
D. C. Less than 40 percent of the people 
elected the folks. Republican Senators, 
Republican House, and if you take roughly 
less than half of that, you're talking about 
a Congressional Government that’s 
Republican-controlled, and a Senate and a 
House that’s actually ruled by 18 to 22 
percent of the actual electoral opinion in 
this country. 

What you see in the recent 
elections is a frustration with the economy 
and the direction of the Clinton 
Administration and the Clinton 


Administration being out front on some 

issues. What you see is a rejection and 
frustration about what's happening in this 
country. The issue for angry white males 
is not to worry about Affirmative Action, 
the angry white males need to be joined 
forces with other working people and 
demand a greater opportunity and attempt 
to build an economy in this society that is 
going to provide more job opportunities, 
not less job opportunities, where we all get 
in the ring and fight like cats and dogs. 

What is Affirmative Action? It’s 
not quotas. And, that is why I resent Mr. 
Gamble’s legislation. House Bill 360. 
Councilwoman McDonald's resolution 
today is a re-affirmation of most of the 
things that all this Council, including the 
present Members sitting here, have 
consistently voted for; most recently and 
most notably, continued support for an 
even stronger MBE/WBE Committee, for 
an even stronger one. I know every one of 
my colleagues who sits on the Authority 
Board has played a leadership role in 
trying to gain some fair share economic 
dollars back to the African-American 
community, other racial minorities and 
women businesses and others in particular. 

But what is Affirmative Action? 
The prevailing rate legislation in this State 
and in this Country is Affi rmati ve Action. 
It is Affirmative Action. It is segregating 
and setting out for union and working 
class people and it is an affirmative 
attempt to say that in this society we want 
to create a higher standard of living for 
skilled workers. We don’t want union 
people who are laying the bricks and the 
mortar in the South to work for Jim Crow 
wages or to work for Minimum Wage. 
We’re saying, if it’s Federal dollars and 
State and City tax dollars, let’s have a 




level playing field. The prevailing rate is 
an Affirmative Action attempt 

What are Veteran’s Preference 
Points, if it’s not Affirmative Action? 
You know we have younger people now 
that demand equal opportunity, regardless 
of the color of their skin, who did not 
necessarily serve in the mili tary And, 
even for some who did serve in the 
military, they didn’t necessarily have 
conflict in terms of going to some type of 
formal war or some type of battle or actual 
military conflict But, we all support, 1 
continue to support very much, adamantly, 
recognizing the contribution of our 
veterans. They get 10 points. There are 
white males and others who have been not 
given opportunities for employment only 
to have a job be given to another white 
male who may even be less qualified but 
they were knocked up higher in the score 
because the 10 points Affir mati ve Action 
Veteran’s Preference Points. 

What about Senior Citizens? 
That’s Affirmative Action. Why should 
Senior Citizens get on the bus who are 
wealthy but because of their age, they get 
to ride for free at the expense of some low 
income AFDC mom from the Hill District, 
or wherever she’s from, who has got six 
kids to support on a limited budget? Look, 
that’s Affirmative Action. That’s saying, 
we’re going to take the lottery dollars and 
we’re making an affirmative attempt to 
recognize the specific and special 
contributions of elderly in our society and 
in this City. We’re affirmatively 
recognizing the special needs of elderly 
people in this City, when we support 
lottery dollars going to the PACE 
Program, or lottery dollars going to give 
elderly people a ride. 


In other communities, not 
necessarily the City, there is an affirmative 
attempt by school boards and local 
government to have signs both in English 
and Spanish because in some communities 
you have a very large Hispanic community 
and if you want to be fair, especially in 
terms of government If you go to certain 
communities is it fair for an individual to 
come to a counter at the tax counter or 
somewhere else, who only understands or 
knows or reads fluently his or her own 
language, the Hispanic language, only to 
reach a tax counter and not be able to be 
understood? The listing of signs, the 
promotion of the ability for one to 
understand one’s culture in the school 
systems and learn Hispanic and learn die 
Spanish language, that’s an affirmative 
attempt by local government 

Again, this bill is not about 
supporting quotas. And, let’s put this vain 
in historic perspective. Now I am going to 
speak as a City official. If it wasn’t for 
Judge Webber’s leadership some 15 to 17 
years ago, under the so called Webber 
Order, if it wrasn’t for him sayin g yes, 
African-Americans in this City have been 
denied, we have to have a quota, and I 
would have supported that at that time. 
Because if you look at the racial 
composition of our police force, and let’s 
be honest, let’s look at the racial 
composition right now of our firefighters 
and our other work force of Public Safety, 
because we still don’t even get to that 
point. If it wasn’t for the Webber Order 
15 to 17 years ago, you wouldn’t even 
have Lieutenants and Commanders and 
Sergeants, African-American City 
residents, women, you would not have 
those be part of the work force and the 
leadership of this City in numbers 
representative of those who are paying the 



tax dollars and are part of this City. We're 

either going to go all up the ladder 
together or the ladder is going to fell down 
and be one hell of a flimsy ladder. And, 
that's my personal belief. 

The issue now, though, and I agree, 
after 15 years of a Webber Order, it got to 
be something that was a concern and then 
you had a situation where you had limited 
police positions, you integrated and 
changed the composition, both racially and 
gender wise of the Police Department 
But, 1 think we need a Webber Order in 
the Fire Bureau; how about a Webber 
Order in BBI and some of the other 
positions? If it wasn't for the leadership of 
Councilman Milliones, we still wouldn't 
have a better racial and gender 
composition of our paramedic work force. 

So, again, let's get rid of all this 
rhetoric and all this B. S. from the likes of 
“Huck” Gamble, with his bill, jumping on 
the bandwagon, and let's really talk 
realistically about the facts. 
Counciiwoman McDonald’s bill is a very 
reasonable bill. It is saying that this 
municipal government wants to be 
concerned about all the working people in 
this City regardless of their color. That 
there continues to be disparity in the 
opportunities for individuals in our society 
and, in effect, it disproportionately affects 
the residents in the City of Pittsburgh as 
the likes of the constituents of Mr. 
Gamble. Who is he to tell us what to do in 
the City of Pittsburgh? We have a 
minority population in the City that 
approaches 30 percent, and I am going to 
have some Jim Crow cracker from the 
suburbs tell me that people don't have 
their fair share in City Government I 
resent that and I think everybody else 
should resent it. 


I mean when we provide 

opportunities for minority businesses in 
the City and women-owned businesses in 
the City, we’re putting our tax dollars back 
to people here in the City of Pittsburgh, 
and I think it is very reasonable. And 
every one of you has voted consistently to 
strengthen the goals of MBE/WBE, every 
one of you, including Mr. Ricciardi, who I 
know has concerns about this resolution 
today, and I look forward to his comments. 
I know Mr. Ricciardi has shown leadership 
on the Board of the Water and Sewer 
Authority by basically making sure that 
before those contracts get signed, that he 
puts a signature on, that they represent an 
opportunity for City residents, including 
minorities and women. 

So, again, let’s be reasonable. 
Counciiwoman McDonald’s bill is 
protecting working people in this City and 
women in particular. It is about creating a 
level playing field and a fair share. It is 
not about sustaining and promoting this 
notion of quotas, because that’s just not 
the case. 

And, lastly. Affirmative Action 
also maintains and EEO structure, that, in 
fact, if you look at the case records of 
EEO, both locally, state and federally, you 
will see that they also represented some 
angry white males, who, in effect, were 
given their due justice and due process by 
administration or by courts. 

So, I very much support the 
resolution. I am very upset about House 
Bill 360 passing. I resent Mr. Gamble. I 
say. Shuck “Huck”, support 
Counciiwoman McDonald’s resolution, 
and let’s re-affiim the commitments of 
Mayor Murphy and this Administration to 
making sure that we have a City that fairly 




represents all of our residents, and that has 
not always been the case, and let’s be 
honest about it 

Mr. Ricciardi: 


Thank you, Mr. President 
Colleagues, today I cannot and will not 
support the resolution before us. Is there 
pieces and part of this resolution that I do 
support? Absolutely. And, I would just 
like to take a moment to read a few 
sentences on Page 2: “Now, therefore, be 
it resolved, that the Council of the City of 
Pittsburgh affirms its co mmit ment of fair 
and equitable consideration of employees 
and applicants on the basis of merit fitness 
through fair and practical methods of 
recruitment, selection and promotion. 

“Be it further resolved, that the 
City of Pittsburgh move forward to 
e liminat e discrimination through the 
creation of greater opportunities for 
minorities and women and implement 
policies which are framed within a single, 
indisputable standard of excellence.” 

I think we all agree with that and I 
support those lines, but they were taken 
out of context, because in its entirety I 
cannot support this bill. I believe from the 
onset the bill tells us another message, and 
that is one of quotas. For e xamp le^ 
“promotes the hiring of qualified women 
and minorities to afreet racial and gender 
parity.” The definition of parity is equal 
or equivalent The only one way to 
measure equivalence and that’s with 
numbers, and numbers gets us back to one 
thing and that’s set asides and quotas, 
something in the past that I’ve opposed 
and something that I will continue to 
oppose in the future. One recall is the 


heated exchanges back in 1991 and 1992 
on the hiring for our police. At that time I 
was against injecting race and gender and I 
stood my ground and it was very difficult 
at times, but I am going to remain 
consistent, and in its entirety this bill 
before us today, if you read very closely, 
the words “parity” and you read a few 
other sentences, it definitely either directly 
or indirectly supports quotas and set 
asides. 

Mr. Ferlo is correct, I’ve been very 
up front and very proud of my work on the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority on 
the MBE/WBE program. When I first 
took office there we were in single digits, 
we are in double digits now, and I would 
compare that to any authority. But, we did 
that through opportunity and goal setting 
and working together, never did we talk 
about parity, never did we talk about set 
asides. As a matter of fret, the goal at the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority is 
not just to give MBEs and WBEs entities 
that small fraction, continue to give that 
handout but actually get them on their feet 
where they could start to bid for their own 
work and win it outright, which they’ve 
done at the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority. 

So, with all due respect to my 
colleague Valerie McDonald, for obvious 
reasons on Page 1, I cannot and will not 
support this Affirmative Action resolution 
before us today. Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Councilman Ricciardi, I wanted to 
say, because you don’t understand why 
parity is in here. Let me say why parity is 
in here. First of all, parity has to do with 
equal wage, equal work, equal wage. If a 



man and a woman are doing exactly the 

same job, under the same job 
classification, they should get equal 
wages, they should be treated equally. 
That is what parity is all about Racial and 
gender inclusion means that minorities and 
women should no longer be excluded just 
because of who they are. But, parity, in 
the sense that I use that, and I can 
understand why you're concerned here, 
but let me explain again. Parity has 
no thing to do with quotas and set asides or 
whatever. Parity has everything to do with 
a man and a woman, if they’re doing 
exactly the same thing, or they have 
exactly the same educational requirements, 
work skills, that either a man or a woman, 
objectively and technically could get that 
job, that they are considered equal, that 
one is not considered more than the other. 
That is the way parity is used, it is not 
used for — and “set aside” is not even in 
my legislation. There’s not one word 
about set asides in here. 

But, let’s face it, the MBE/WBE 
Program borders that, without it being 
exactly a set aside. This legislation is 
about building opportunities, about 
expanding the job pool. It is not about 
climbing on somebody else or climbing 
over somebody else. I don’t like that 
either, as Councilman Ferlo, and it was 
very eloquently stated, is that this is about 
expanding the pool, this is about everyone 
coming forward and saying, we want, we 
all want opportunity. 

So, these little buzz words about 
preferential treatment, set asides and 
quotas, okay, again, I agree with 
Councilman Ferlo, that’s a lot of rhetoric 
any more. I’m getting tired of hearing it 
myself. But, I think we need to get back 
to what is Affirmative Action. It is 


affirming this City’s commitment to fair 

opportunity, to equal opportunity. And, 
that is why it is in our Federal Legislation 
to begin with, and that’s why I think the 
City and the Administration is moving 
forward. Because with or without this 
resolution the Administration is going to 
move forward. So, it is like, whatever you 
want to do, it’s fine with me. But, I 
co mm end the Administration for at least 
having the foresight to say, look, our 
Affirmative Action Programs are working, 
we’re moving in the right direction. 

And, again, this City is not a 
borough, it is not the South. The City of 
Pittsburgh includes quite a diverse 
community and we need to move forward 
with ensuring that we provide 
opportunities and t raining and objective 
testing to ensure that the final work force 
is reflective of the pool of candidates. 
That’s all this is about 

The Chain 

And, again. House Bill 360 will 
nullify and make irrelevant, as well illegal, 
the Mayor’s Executive Order, the board 
resolutions of various authorities, 
including the one I sit on at the Housing 
Authority. It will nullify and make illegal 
the whole structure and language in the 
City Code regarding MBE and WBE 
participation. You know, is “Huck” 
Gamble going to do that next to the 
prevailing rate? He’s probably sponsoring 
that bill in the State Legislature also. 

So, again, Mr. Ricciardi, in all due 
respect, I think your polemic suggests that 
you support pieces and parts of the 
resolution but in actuality I think you are 
talking about Affirmative Action placebo, 
something that is sugar coated, because if 





we eli minate the ability to administratively 
have these programs in place, MBE/WBE, 
in effect, we are not — we’re going to be 
the la ughing stock of any contractor who 
engages and wins a bid in City 
Government Because if I am a contractor 
who resents MBE/WBE, after 360 passes. 
I’m going to tell you, “Go - go. Hit the 
street” And, that is what is going to 
happen. We know there’s resentment 
now. I already have Mistick's company 
on our butts at the Housing Authority 
because they know the Section 3 
requirements that were promulgated by 
HUD don’t have the wait of law, being 
able to be enforced in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania because of State 
competitive bidding requirements, anH 
now I am going to have to deal with the 
House Bill 360. Any contractor, inclu ding 
Mistick, we will become a laughing stock. 

The ordinance regarding 
MBE/WBE, the Mayor’s Executive Order, 
all the good intentions, Mr. Ricciardi, of 
yourself and others on the boards will be 
nullified with the passage of 360. And, 
that is why I would a$k you, please, to 
reconsider your support for this resolution. 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well, Mr. President, we have had a 
week to review this and I read the 
proclamation. Last week I talked with 
V alerie, and I want to commend 
Council woman McDonald for bringing 
this forward, because I understand where 
she is coming from, and I understand 
trying to help the minority population and 
the women, the female population. But, 
today, I have to admit, I am going to vote 
no on this resolution, for several reasons. 


One, Affirmative Action does mean a lot 
of things to different people - And, Mr. 
Ferlo, before you start making those feces 
up there, let me say a few things here. 

The Chain 

I apologize. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Because I know you some 
jokes, but I have to admit, I resent the feet, 
because this isn’t about Mr. u Huck” 
Gamble, this isn’t about Republicans 
versus Democrat, and for you to call 
somebody a “Jim Crow Cracker” is very 
insulting, not to me but to if I would make 
a black racial slur in this room. We don’t 
need slurs in this room on either side of 
the table. 

I think my voting here as been 
consistent for the Executive Order. I voted 
to increase that department. I think- it was 
two years ago with Councilman Cohen, we 
even bad amendments to increase the 
department, which were never filled, but 
this body had voted to increase that 
department 

And, I disagree with you, Mr. 
President, that this bill - and it isn’t about 
the State bill, as far as I’m concerned — 
but that that bill will nullify the Executive 
Order. The Executive Order is a goal and 
I believe that we are allowed to continue to 
try to push for 25 percent minority 
participation in this City, and on top of 
that another 10 for female participation. 
Because what we are doing here - and I 
strongly believe in this. I believe, under 
the police hiring, for example, that we 
could heavily recruit, which we don’t do, 
our high schools, which is 52 percent 
African-American right now. That’s the 





last statistics that I looked at, it might be 

higher, I’m not sure. But, we could 
aggressively recruit there and give some 
reward to the individual that spends three 
years in the program, and that does not go 
to female or to race, it goes to somebody 
that is co mmit ted to the pro gram. 

And, I want to go over a few of the 
examples you used. I think that brin ging 
up military preference is out of line, only 
because last time 1 checked, angry white 
males are not the only ones that are in the 
military, there’s probably some white 
males that aren’t so angry. There’s also 
African-American males and there’s 
females from both races in the military. 

Senior Citizens, the last time 1 
checked, angry white males aren’t the only 
ones that reach age 65. Prevailing Wage 
Rate, once again, the entire population can 
be paid on the Prevailing Wage. To bring 
up the Spanish language. Well, I 
personally disagree again, because I think 
that English should be the language here. 
My grandparents came over here, couldn’t 
speak a word of English, and if there’s one 
thing in this country that unifies us is our 
language. We’re so diverse. We should 
teach English in the schools and we should 
all learn English in the schools to keep this 
country united. 

And, under the police order, as you 
said, the Police Department - and this 
was, I think, a year and a half ago in the 
“Post Gazette” — the City of Pittsburgh’s 
police force was ranked the best for make¬ 
up of women and minorities, and it was 
because of a 17 year Court Order. It 
wasn’t because of elected officials doing 
it, and I recognize that But, at the same 
time, as you know, the court also, after 17 
years, had a decision which reversed and 


actually penalized the Administration 

representing — somebody representing a 
white male. 

So, what we learned and where we 
have come over the last 40 years in Civil 
Rights Movements is, we better get our act 
together and we better try to reflect what 
this community looks like, and 1 am all in 
favor of that, and I believe we can do it 
without putting in, if you want to call it a 
quota, or whatever the word might, and I 
realize this bill does not say, quota, but it 
says Affirmative Action, and some people 
think that that means quota, some people 
don’t But, the point is, we can still reflect 
this community by using the MBE, by 
using the Executive Order, and this does 
not interfere with it, this bill here, which — 
I mean 1 don’t even know the whole bill. 
It was FAXed to me by Mr. Gamble and 
then someone just gave me another copy 
of it today, and 1 am not debating or voting 
on this bill, I am just talking about this 
resolution, and I just want to — I hope that 
this body and the Mayor’s Office stays 
committed to reflecting the community 
and I think we can do h without having a 
quota system if someone is going to 
interpret this as being a quota system. 

I also would like to go over a few 
things. Everyone knows what happened in 
the early 60s, when we had Federal Acts 
with the Civil Rights Legislation, which 
we’re all in favor of. No one should be 
discriminated against because of the color 
of their skin, their race, and gender, we all 
agree. I know I personally agree, you 
shouldn’t be discriminated against. 

The issue comes, going a next step 
further, how do we make opportunities for 
everybody, and that is where there’s some 
disagreement here. We talk about the 





Mayor’s Executive Order. I’m in full 
support of it I will continue to fund the 
MBE Program and whatever individuals 
they need to monitor that this takes place. 
Because as you know, Mr. President, a lot 
of the MBE requirements and executive 
privilege have been a joke in certain 
departments in this City. I sit on the 
Stadium Authority and we do have a 
program there to reflect this. 

Now, let’s talk about — you’re 
saying this bill will nullify it Everyone 
here knows the biggest perk in City 
Government, and probably State 
Government right now, is handing out 
professional service contracts, was at the 
sole discretion of the administrator or the 
executor, and we funded, the Mayor is the 
Executor. There is nothing illegal if they 
want to do a negotiated bond and pick, 
hand pick who does the bond work. That 
bond work, which was done by the URA 
for the eight million dollar Pirate loan, 
went to a 100 percent African-American 
firm. There you go. That was negotiated. 
That wasn’t Affirmativ e Action, that 
wasn’t a quota system, it was the 
Administration recognizing there’s people 
out there that can do this of all color, that 
are qualified, that have the skills. 

The same thing can be done with 
professional service contract, if we put in 
the specs, we want 25 percent 
participation. There is nothing illegal 
about doing that. If it is a professional 
service contract, we are allowed to set the 
specs the way we want And, our 
professional service contracts to date have 
been terrible and having participation for 
this community reflecting what this City 
looks like. 


Let me just end by saying, 
regardless of this resolution, if it passes or 
not, this City has a long way to go and it is 
going to be achieved, not with quotas, not 
without quotas, it is going to be achieved 
because elected officials deci ding that we 
better reflect the co mmuni ty because if 
we don’t, as you know, Mr. Ferlo, the 
courts are sitting out there and will force 
cities to do this and counties and state 
governments. And, I would hope that we 
don’t have a judge, a Federal Judge telling 
us how to run the City, that we would have 
enough creativity in this room and in the 
Mayor’s Office to do the outreach that is 
necessary to get the quality individuals 
from all races, from all genders a n d to 
make sure that the work force does reflect 
what this City looks like, and I believe we 
can do it, I believe the MBE Program, 
WBE Program is there for that and I 
would hope that no one fells off track or 
divides the issue based on one vote today. 
Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. Again, a 
quota is a quota is a quota, and that is not 
Cotmcil woman McDonald’s resolution 
that is before us today. A quota is a quota, 
the Webber Order was a quota. It said the 
Administration personnel must hire one 
black male, one black female, one white 
male, one white female, one, one, one, 
one, regardless of the top scores. That is a 
quota. That is not Counci 1 woman 
McDonald’s resolution that is on the table 
today. I certainly stand by my comments 
regarding Representative Gamble. This 
gentleman started out on this issue because 
he had a couple of constituents who got 
turned down for jobs at the Port Authority 
a couple of years ago, then he got on the 
bandwagon, because he represents a 





community 'within Allegheny County, and 

he resented what he characterized as a 
quota, although Port Authority hiring, 
basically is an Affirmative Action attemp t 
to integrate both gender and racially the 
work force of the Port Authority. And, his 
community doesn’t support the Port 
Authority. If it wasn’t for City people, 
everybody riding the “stinkm’ Lincoln”, if 
it wasn’t for people in the City, you 
wouldn’t have a Port Authority, and I 
would ask Mr. Gamble to keep that in 
mind. And, this is a gentl eman that went 
to South Africa, not after Nelson Mandela 
was elected, at the height of the racist 
system, when everybody else’s energies in 
this society, across the spectrum, 
especially the Labor Movement, was 
aimed at trying to isolate that government 

So. I certainly stand by my 
comments regarding Mr. Gamble, but I 
respect the fact that you are criticizing me. 

But again, I just want to stress, the 
way I read the bill, legally, it nullifies 
legally the ability to have the Executive 
Order, notwithstanding all the well- 
mtennoned Mayors, Council Members, or 
individuals that administratively review 
proposals. And, it is true, you’re focused 
on professional service contracts, that’s 
great we all have, but the feet of the 
matter is, they represent probably the 
smallest portion of the City dollar, most of 
it goes to competitive bidding for 
construction contracts and things of that 
sort, and bidding and the economic dollars 
are only one portion of this concern 
separate from employment opportunities 
and public accommodations and other 
things that are referenced in the Act 

Yes. 


Mr. Onorato: 

I just want it clear. I am not here 
coming to the aid or defending Mr. 
Gamble, he can do that himself and your 
disagreement with him is fine I was just 
m a k i ng the point, you cross the line when 
you say “Jim Crow Cracker” because if 
someone would reverse that and make that 
a racial slur on the other side, this media 
behind me would crucify an individual in 
this room for doing that, and that is where 
you’re not arguing policy, you’re name 
calling and that shouldn’t be done in this 
room. 

“Huck” Gamble, you can disagree 
with his policy, that’s your business; I 
don’t agree with all “Huck’s” policies, 
they’re very radical. I’m not here 
defending “Huck” Gamble, I’m here 
talking about his resolution. This isn’t 
about Mr. “Huck” Gamble, as fer as I’m 
concerned. It is about what the City is 
going to do and what we are going to stay 
committed to doing. 

Now, let me just say, you’re right, 
we don’t do — the professional service 
contracts are not the largest part in this 
City, and I have been the one criticizing, 
where under the MBE I think it is 
ridiculous when we only look at who the 
owner of a company is. 1 say thic over anH 
over again. If I have a white male owner 
of a company and 70 percent of his 
employees are African-Americans working 
for him, he should qualify. It goes to 
who’s working, where the jobs are. Sure, I 
mean we should look at a lot of things, not 
just criteria of who owns the company. 
And, I know Valerie McDonald supports 
me on that and she’s in fevor of that But, 
look at the total picture of a company, 
who’s involved, where are the dollars 





going to, who’s benefiting from this. It is 
not just about one criterion or two criteria, 
it is looking at the overall picture and 
reflecting what this City looks like, and I 
agree with that 

The Chain 

Thank you, colleague. And, again, 
I am all for the English language. God 
bless the English language, I try to use it 
as effectively as possible. My reference in 
terms of Hispanic language or signage 
being posted in certain communities that 
may have a 90 percent Hispanic 
population, was a reference to explaining 
another form or type of an Affirmative 
Action effort on the part of local 
government, it is not to get into the 
English versus the Spanish language 
debate. I am all for the English language. 

Any other comments or discussion 
on the bill? Other colleague who haven’t 
spoken yet? Councilwoman McDonald, 
do you want to conclude, or - 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. And, I want to follow-up— 
The Chain 

Excuse me. Mr. O’Connor, do you 
have comments? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Oh, go ahead. Sony. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I am trying to listen because I 
haven’t made a hundred percent decision. 
I don't know Mr. Gamble and I’ve seen 


this — in feet, Valerie McDonald gave it to 
me. In general he says that you can’t 
discri min a te and no preferential treatment 
So, in general he’s basically saying what 
Ms. McDonald is saying. That’s where I 
am a little confused. If you read, here, it 
says, no, you can’t discriminate; you can’t 
use race, sex, color or e thni c background; 
you can’t discriminate against anyone, and 
you can’t use preferential treatment either, 
such as quotas and things like that 

So, although it is vague and he 
doesn’t point out the points that were 
brought out by Ms. McDonald, he doesn’t 
say anything about Veterans or people 
with disa b ilities. So, it is a very vague 
written thing. Now, maybe — as you say, 
maybe there is a lot more into it, but 
you’re reading a lot in to it that doesn’t say 
it here, and even I can look at your well- 
intentions on Spanish signs, but I 
remember in California, 20 something 
years ago, where they said if one person 
spoke Spanish, they had to hire a Spanish 
teacher, which went from, you know, 
trying to help to the ridiculous. 

Again, we keep saying there’s no 
quotas. And, I think I agree with most of 
what you said, Mr. President, then you 
come up with saying, well, we should have 
the Webber Order because we need — and 
the police and fire and a couple other — 

The Chain 

I didn’t say that. I said, initially, if 
you look at the issue historically, I said I 
supported the Webber Order because if it 
wasn’t for a Federal Judge making a 
system of one, one, one hiring) you 
wouldn’t have the composition. 

Mr. O’Connon 



Right, and you came back and said, 

that's behind us now, but you said, in 
some cases we still need that I think if I 
heard right? 

The Chain 

Yes. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

So, that is what brings a gray cloud 
into this again, where it is not a definite 
yes or no issue. What Affirmati ve Action 
— and I asked Ms. McDonald a few 
minutes ago, “Can anybody define 
Affirmative Action?” That seems to be 
the word, the buzz word that has 
everybody worried. I don’t disagree with 
anything in this resolution, I think Ms. 
McDonald — it’s written very well and I 
agree with 99 percent of it I think. 
Elimination against discrimination, and we 
need better standards and we need better 
recruiting. I think everyone agrees to that 
The only problem is, when you use the 
word “Affirmative Action” — I don’t know 
if that’s in the Mayor’s new resolution - it 
makes a lot of people nervous because of 
past quotas; preferential treatment, to 
different segments; promotional 
opportunities, where unqualified — not 
unqualified but people who were qualified 
were bypassed because of somebody’s 
race or gender. 

So, that is some of the problems 
that are here. This is not a simple black, 
white, yes, no answer here. I want to 
stress again, I support — I think what Mr. 
Onorato said, especially when we want to 
do 25 percent business with different 
groups. But, I don’t know, somehow in a 
lot of our voting in the past, we wouldn’t 
vote for something because it didn’t reach 


the 25 percent minority, which again is 
illegal because it only says it’s a goal. 
And, I want to mention again, when we 
push to hire a woman-owned company, or 
a man, if that woman hires all white 
carpenters, is she better than a white man 
with 70 percent minorities? So, that’s 
where I think when the hierarchy passes 
these laws that they don’t look. And, 
when we all argued for Crawford-Robens, 
where people were from West Virginia, 
there were no people from the 
neighborhood, black or white. These are 
the things that we have been fighting to 
justify. And, that’s where I agree with Ms. 
McDonald bringing this to our attention. 

I will support it I am going to 
support here today because she has 
verbally said a lot of the tilings to me 
privately that I have questioned. The only 
thing I really would like to do, and for my 
record, while I will support her on this, is 
the word “Affirmative Action” has to be 
defined a lot better, whether it be in this 
book, or I’ll send someone there. And, I 
think we should meet with the Mayor’s — 
we have a minority woman Solicitor that 
should meet with us and brief us on these 
issues, because Affirmative Action, Equal 
Opportunity, I support, a lot of 
Affirmative Action things, scares me and 
scares a lot of the people I represent, and 
that’s a word I think has to be redefined. 
Now, if the Republicans and the Newt 
Gingriches are going to use that word, it’s 
going to be like abortion, ten percent way 
over here, and ten percent way over there. 

So, I will support it today, but the 
word “Affirmative Action” makes me 
nervous because I think it has to be 
defined a lot better, so that it doesn’t do 
quotas. There was a firefighter in 
Greenfield who was overlooked a couple 




years ago, because he scored ahead, he 
was bypassed, he sued the City — actually 
all he wanted was his job back, he just 
wanted a job. He waited five years, could 
not get on the Fire Department, finally he 
got a lawyer that did not only get him on 
die Fire Department but he got four or five 
years back pay. He didn’t even want that, 
he just wanted a job. 

So, these are the thin g s that we all 
have to protect So, I think in the spirit of 
this we're trying to all do the same thing , 
but unfortunately the wording, whether it 
be the buzz word “ Affirmati ve Action” 
needs to be clarified a lot better and 1 hope 
to work with her on that and some of my 
other colleagues. 

The Chair: 

Again, I just want to stress on the 
impact of 360, because I am reading it 
much differently than my colleague Mr. 
Onorato. My interpretation, if this bill 
passes — oh, I thought you were making 
reference to 360. 

If you read 360 explicitiy. General 
Rule, under A, it is very clear that the 
Commonwealth or any municipality, 
especially the City of Pittsburgh, if it has 
any Affirmative Action type program, 
whether it be MBE, and includes the 
School Board — the School Board has 
made an attempt, they have taken a board 
policy and have made an attempt, they 
have said that the composition of the 
schools, racially, we have a high 
percentage of African-American children 
in the Pittsburgh Public School System; 
there ’ s a great desire to increase, 
especially African-American male teachers 
and role models within the public school 
system. If three people test the same at the 


School Board and the School Board make* 
a decision because of that policy to give 
consideration to an African-American 
male t eacher, that is illegal under this Act 
Everything that this Council has done over 
the last few years that I have been a part of 
it and in support of, various MBE/WBE 
participations, whether it be pressure on 
the bond counsel or the underwriters, 
whether it be our work on the authorities 
in terms of the subcontract portions of 
awarded contracts, all of that is explicitly, 
explicitly illegal if House Bill 360 passes. 

So, I am trying to reconcile the 
actions of my colleagues and I think with 
many of the personal beliefs and 
philosophies of my colleagues with House 
Bill 360. House Bill 360 is anathema to 
everything that you have voted on or 
supported, and 1 am terribly confused and 
somewhat frustrated to some extent on 
reconciling the two. 

And, ag ain, I am adamant ly in 

favor of the resolution. Mr. Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi; 

Thank you, colleagues. I am 
keeping in mind that there was a poll 
published in the “Pittsburgh Courier” 
several months ago showing that the 
majority of whites and blacks opposed 
Affirmative Action because of the stigma - 

Ms. McDonald: 

That’s wrong, the majority of 
blacks support Affirmative Action. The 
black community is split but the majority 
still approve and support Affirmative 
Action. 


Mr. Ricciardi: 

If I may finish. 


Ms. McDonald: 

So, that's not right 
The Chain 

Let's let Mr. Ricciardi conclude his 
comment 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

I’ll be very short 

To the best of my recollection, the 
polls staled that the overwhelming 
majority of Whites opposed Affirmative 
Action and 54 percent, that's 54 percent, 
making the majority of blacks oppose 
Affirmative Action because of the sti gma 
placed on Affirmative Action. 

And, after listening to my 
colleague Mr. O’Connor, I am definitely 
holding steadfast because of the way we 
even described our Solicitor in terms of 
gender and race. When are we going to 
put all of that aside and just talk about 
pure opportunity? We have opportunity in 
the firefighters, Mr. President, and that is a 
test, high score wins. 

On that note, I will be voting no 
today on this resolution. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. Ricciardi. Any 
other comments? 

Ms. McDonald: 


I have three comments, then I want 
to call the question. 


The Chain 

To conclude. Council woman 
McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Affirmative Action, first of all, I 
understand and I agree that Councilman 
O'Connor, yes, I would agree to a 
meeting, in fact, I think that is probably 
the best idea that's come across this table, 
is to have a meeting with our Solicitor and 
Personnel Department personnel to 
understand really what it is all about 

But, Affirmative Action is a 
philosophy. This is what this legislation 
is, it is a philosophy. It varies from 
implementation. We are not 

administrators. That is one thing I learned 
as a School Board Member, and as a 
Council Member, I am coming in with the 
same notion, that is our responsibility. We 
are not administrators. We are not on the 
administrative side. We are only 
legislators to set a tone and a philosophy 
and the tone that is to be set is one of 
a ffi rmation of equity in the work force, 
period. How it is implemented is an 
administrative thing. That’s all it is, is 
administrative, how it is implemented. 
This is what is being debated at the table 
and this is why I think a meeting to find 
out, well, if we do this and we’ve had this, 
how we going to implement it? That's a 
separate meeting altogether. 

But, I think you will find that this 
City does not want to be dragged into 
court. How it is implemented will be 
legal, will be fair, will probably be for the 





best of the City of Pittsburgh. I do have 
that much trust in the Mayor’s Office. I 
have that much trust So, this is a 
philosophy, and I’d like to call for the 
question. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Roll call 
vote on the resolution. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


swimming pools and you have a problem 
that you could have brought up today, you 
can’t bring it up down die road. So, please 
attend the post agenda. We will be talcing 
a five-minute recess and then we’re 
coming back for the post agenda on the 
swimming pools. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. 
Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 


AYES 6 
VOTING NO: 


Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES 2 


Mr. Onorato Mr. Ricciardi 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chain 

Any other matters? Counc ilman 
Hertzberg and then Mr. Cusick. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I want 
to remind all Members before they leave 
the room of the post agenda meeting on 
the swimming pools. We need a quorum, 
first of all. since it is cable cast And, 
number two, if you’re not here, don’t 
complain when the year gets on with the 


Mr. President Thank you, Mr. 
President I would just like to talcp a 
couple moments and an opportunity to tell 
Council a little bit, very little, at this point 
about our trip to New Orleans. 

First of all, I think that I would like 
to thank some people and especially 
WTAE, their anchor person. Jack Martin 
and photographer Pat Walsh for joining us 
on the trip. I think it is necessary that we 
thank Mayor Morial from the City of New 
Orleans, his staff, the Council of New 
Orlea ns , and the many people that were so 
very gracious to, not only myself and you, 
Mr. President, but to Commander Kelly 
that went along on the trip. 

I t hink it was a very informative 
trip to New Orleans. We got the 
opportunity to meet and spend time with 
the Chief of Police, the Sheriff of New 
Orleans, Judge Taylor from the Juv enil e 
Courts, people from United Way down in 
New Orlea ns , Louisiana State University 
and their Psychiatric Department and just 
talking with many of the residents, it was 
just their treatment and the way that they 
handled the whole thing, I think that thev 
need to be commended, and I was just 



overwhelmed by their expression of 

gratitude for choosing New Orleans as the 
site to take a look at their curfew. 

As you know, Mr. President, they 
were very - and when I speak of those, I 
speak of I think the community of New 
Orleans and the officials of New Orleans - 
were very excited by the last year, since 
the implement of a curfew program. 
Mayor Morial only having one year in 
office as of May and implementing the 
program in only three days, did such a 
wonderful job. But, it took a great deal of 
work, the building of a network of just a 
number of people, the community, wi thin 
the universities, the government and 
getting together and basically saying, we 
have to do something now and it can no 
longer wait 

What 1 learned was that they used 
less punitive, more social services in 
trying to get to the root of the problem. As 
Mayor Morial said, “Joe, you can continue 
to pull a weed and it will keep popping up 
as a weed but if you don’t get to the root 
of the problem, you will always see that 
weed there” They deal with the youth. 

And, just to give Council just a 
brief oversight of what actually happens 
after the juvenile is picked up. He is not 
arrested, he is detained. Then the juvenile 
is taken to the Curfew Center. At the 
Curfew Center a band is placed on his 
wrist He is identified by a — what they do 
is give information about the youth. He 
gets a chance to talk to a counselor, try to 
find out why he is where he is. The 
parents are notified. After the parent being 
notified, the parent shows up, hopefully, 
and the child and the parent then go into 
another room 'where the child and parent 
receive some additional counseling, 
hopefully not to have to come back to that 


center. They are given ample opportunity 

to try to correct some of the problems that 
are going on, if there ate problems in the 
household. 

It is not until you get to the third 
time that the curfew is violated, that it 
becomes punitive. But, then there’s even a 
choice. That choice is whether it be a fine 
and some community service, or you can 
go to family awareness parental guidance 
classes. Those are options that are given 
to the parent and to tbe child. 

I think what we saw was a great 
deal of excitement in New Orleans, one 
that I think not only can we implement the 
same type of program here in Pittsburgh 
but we can do it better. We have so many 
different agencies that we should be able 
to work with. I just want to let you know 
that the Louisiana State University donates 
all its free time from their Department of 
Psychiatry, the United Way does a number 
of different things. It is jxist a great effort 
by everyone. 

I do not disagree with Mr. Ferlo 
that we need the Mayor’s support We 
definitely need the Mayor’s support We 
need the Mayor to call all these people in, 
build this network of people that we can 
start working on some of our youth 
problems. 

I just want to mention something 
that the Mayor told me in a meeting, and 
he said, “Joe, you have an opportunity to 
work on some of the problems that we all 
see each and every day and we hear about 
We can sit at our desks and think that we 
know what the problems are, but we really 
don’t You have an opportunity by 
implementing a curfew, by identifying and 
meeting the problems head on; don’t mess 




the opportunity. Don’t look at it as a way 
of reducing crime; those are the bonuses. 
What you really gain out of this is having 
an opportunity to change maybe a child or 
a family’s life.” And, I think those were 
very wise words, because that is our 
ulti m a te goal, that we can get to these 
kids, especially the kids that are in the 
gray area, that we can get to them and 
provide them with some social services 
that maybe will change their lives and 
make them productive in all of our 
communities. 

And, I would like at some point 
myself and Mr. Ferlo will get the 
opportunity to sit down with the Mayor, 
we would like to discuss with him what 
we saw and how we feel that it can work 
here in Pittsburgh and see what the Mayor 
has to say about all of that I am much 
more encouraged by what I saw in New 
Orleans. The staff; Mayor Mortal’s staff 
made sure that we had an itinerary that 
kept us very busy, into late evening hours, 
as far as going out with the police and just 
watching the police work. It was brought 
to my attention, and the Mayor said that he 
had heard that there were some racial 
problems with this bill, and he told me, 
“don’t let that happen, Joe, because it’s not 
a black and white thing,” he said, “it’s a 
black and blue thing,” one that curfew help 
solve, because now you’ve got the police 
officers, you’ve removed all the good off 
your streets, you’ve moved the children 
that are in the gray area, then you get the 
officers an opportunity to work with some 
of the children that have more problems in 
that co mmuni ty 

And, so I think that what I am 
asking is for people and this Council to 
look forward to it in a more positive 
attitude. If anyone would like me to share 


-1 have some information - would like to 
share some of that information with - I 
would be more than willing to share some 
of that information with any of the 
Members of Council. I know that I had an 
opportunity to speak to Councilwoman 
McDonald yesterday. I hope that I get the 
same opportunity to do it with other 
Members of Council and look forward to 
any questions that you may have. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Counc ilman Cusick. 

Any other comments or matters to 
be brought before the body? We have a 
post agenda meeting in about five minutes, 
sponsored by Mr. Hertzberg. 

And, at this time we will entertain 
a motion to approve the Minutes and to 
adjourn. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to approve 
the Minutes of Tuesday, May 2,1995. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of HERTZBERG 

Council adjourned. 





(MESSRS. FEKLO & CCEEN'S COMMENTS CN bttj. NO. 1861) 
(Wedne sday , May 3, 1595) 


Mr. Berio; 

I think it is good that we move on this today. 
We held it far a couple weeks. I felt we had a very 
infannatxve and good M«i»nira tinn session yesterday 
with not only the AAri™ gyration , but ai<m moce 
impor tantly, the aftrrinistration and leadership of the 
Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership. 

This money does generate an almost sum of 

money from a private foundation, the Scaife Foundation. 
It is a targeted effort. But I just want to reiterate 
what I said yesterday, that as well—intended as this 
project is and as vrell as I support it, if the clean up 
effort with this additional p er sonne l is not matched 
during that eight and a half mont h pmoH with ptaDotinn 
outreach and effective PSAs, things of that sort, as 
vrell as fundamentally enforcement — BBI and the COP 
officers that are Downtown during this eight and a half 
months clean-up targeted campaign must write citations 
far people who litter, and it needs to be in the news, 
it needs to he in front of Judge Mr?Tjm ghi in and we need 
to hold people accountable. If not, we are going to 
have a little hit cleaner streets far eight mantis, and 
it will be far not, and it will be over with and we will 
be right hack to a dirty Downtown. 

*So we need to match and make this -the 

most effective by doing the clean up and reviewing the 
whole issue of our receptacles. The col or of our 
receptacle is wrong, the concrete aggregate is wrong, 
they are too expensive. There are problsns aceryjart-e^ 
with it. We need a b r i gh tly colored, visible receptacle 
in the future in the Domtown. I strongly uyg t* that 
since we spent over a million and a half dollar* on the 
Downtown signage pro gram with the bright colors, that we 
have sane schsne that saneway reflects these that 

are already on all these polls around the Downtown, so 
it lo oks tied in and sanething pranotianal and it is 
something that people notice. The sandstone and brown 
colors of the receptacles are not good. 

There is a lot of psychology, as we talked 
about. Councilman Hertzberg brought that issue up 
yesterday about wfry people Utter and when they liter. 
W^re are critical points Downtown where there is no 
receptacle, and it is true that even if there is a 
receptacle, it is not alleys the case that people will 

HOP S T ” ~ 
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So w need to clean up, w need receptacles, we 
need good en for ce me nt and we need promotion during this 
eight and a half month period. 

Ote other good thing that came out yesterday, I 
think w've got to re-establish that Council needs to be 
involved. When we are giving out all this money, we 
have to be more directly involved in helping to ghapo 
the sc ope of what these activities are. It is not to 
say the leadership shouldn't cane from Downtown 
Partnership, but I think every Councilmenter here has 
sane very strong gong qm ? and sane very f ideas, 
be c aus e we rack with the prcblen every day, and I think 
we nee d to leave our imprint an of these twinge we 
are funding more in the future than maybe we have in the 
past. Thank you. 

(Deleted text.) 


Mr. Cohen: 

Ohank yoi, Mr. Chairman. I also want to voice 
my support for this program. I think it is a very 
important initiative, really a partnership between the 
private sector, led by the Pitt sburgh Downtown 
Partnership, and the public sector, led by the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

I had tw points that I raised yesterday and 
the last time that this cane before Council. And I also 
want to thank Council President Ferlo far putting that 
meeting together, because I also think it was a very 
productive meeting. One is to see whether this can be 
used as a means of eiploying sane of our unaiplcyed 
youth in the City of Pittsburgh, hgangp tte 
unsnployinent rate, particularly for iimercity youth is 
so much higher than it is for the rest of the 
pqpilation, and that point was raised yesterday and I 
think w got kind of a semi-carraitment that ttet will be 
done. Ote second thing' is that it is not a true 
pu hl i c/private partnership in my view uniopf; ^he county 
is involved. $65,000.00 fran the city budget is a lot 
of the money, given our huge budget deficit, and it 
wuld be thixty-tw and one-half thousand Hoi 
probably at the most if the co un t y were contributing to 
this. Dcwntown Prttstxirgh is an important pa rt of the 
County of Allegheny, as well as the City of Pittsburgh 
So I wuld like to see that happen. 


I will vote for this today, but when this pilot 
program canes up far refunding or when we try to expand 
it to other areas of Downtown, I will be voting against 
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it unless the co un t y participates. 

Hr. Berio: 

Just on this point, I just want to sake it 
clear, b e c ause I followed up a couple vreeks ago, the 
county was not specifically solicited, nor was a 
requested made to the coun t y . The co un t y does have sane 
staff that may be participating in sane of the planning 
subcommittees of the Partnership. But we know how 
formal requests need to he node and it is inc umbent — 
and I s up p ort the notion — hut it is incumbent upon 
Deputy Mayor SiTwhpna or others, Mr. Cox, whoe v er. 
Director Hirsh, w hoe ver is working on this, to move 
forward and make this request. 

I just want to rake it clear that they have not 
said no; they basically have never been asked. I am 
sure they would be s upport ive. I have had seme 
discussions with folks fr an the oamoissioners' office 
and they basically said, "Yeah, we will be supportive," 
but there has been no request made fooally. I think we 
should do that. I agree absolutely with you. 


Mr. Cohen: 


Just to respond, I asked yesterday the 
assistant to Deputy Mayor Cox, Steve beeper, to sake 
that request within the next two weeks. I hqpe he does 
so. Xf so, maybe ve can actually get this reduced for 
this pilot program. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Or expand it and get more receptacles. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Either way. 

(End of remarks.) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Stenotype Reporter 
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throughout the world. We would also like 

- our prayer to go out to the family of Janet 

and Bob ScuUioa Bob passed away a 
couple days ago; he was honored last week 
in these Chambers, and we want to pay our 

_ respects and remember Bob in our prayers 

and his famil y 


ABSENT: 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


Mr. Ricciardi 


The Chair: 

Good afternoon, everyone. City 
Council's Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 


We are very pleased to have a 
young girl down here today, Amanda 
Kunesky; she is in the 3rd Grade. She 
goes to Clayton Academy. She is in 
Councilman Onorato’s District Her 
teacher is here, Mr. Mackey. We thank 
him for coming down. And, Amanda is 
going to lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Amanda 

Amanda Kunesky: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United Stales of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you all. Excuse me? Yes, 
we had the 3rd Grade, but I think Amanda 
is more in the 5th Grade. I apologize. 

Amanda, we want to thank you for 
coming down today. We have a flag of 
our nation and a flag of our great City 
presented to you by our City Clerk, Linda 
Johnson-Wasler. I apologize for listing 
you in the wrong grade. 

PRESENTATIONS 




















The Chair: 

We have a number of guests in the 
audience this morning. At this time I 
would like to call on Councilman Joseph 
Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would like to call the Brookline 
Boxing Club up. 1 am very honored today 
to have with us the Brookline Boxing 
Club, the Director of the Brookline 
Community Center, and the Coach of the 
Brookline Boxing Center, Chuck Senft. 
And, I will just read this proclamation. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1971 WHEREAS, the 
Brookline Boxing Club has been in 
existence for 39 years with Coach Chuck 
Senft 1 s teams having won their 42nd 
"Golden Gloves" - "Silver Gloves - 
"Golden & Silver Belts" - Jr. Olympic and 
City of Pittsburgh Team championships, at 
the completion of the 1995 Golden Gloves 
five-week tournament, a team record that 
may never be matched; and, 

WHEREAS, the Brookline team 
was first formed at the Moore Park 
Recreation Center where Chuck Senft had 
a squad of 50 boys, out of which 8 young 
boys were selected to compete in the city¬ 
wide, City of Pittsburgh Tournament and 
defeated a team that had dominated the 
city boxing scene for years; and, 

WHEREAS, Chuck Senft has 
taught over six thousand patrons the 
fundamentals of boxing and has produced 
over 300 champions and 42 sub-novice, 
novice and open team titles, the boxing 


program is made up of young boys, teens 

and adults ages 10 to 38; and, 

WHEREAS, the participants who 
complete the program are considered as 
Brookline's Boxing Team members for life 
with most of these participants deveinping 
into good citizens and students and have 
gone on to be doctors, lawyers, teachers, 
police officers, airline pilots, politicians, 
skilled tradesmen, white collar workers 
and parents; and, 

WHEREAS, the Brookline Boxing 
Club has provided guidance, instilled self¬ 
esteem and kept many youths off the street 
and out of the juvenile system. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby co mmend and 
honor Coach Chuck Senft and his 1995 
Brookline Team Champs and Runners-Up: 
Kevin Miles 106# Champ, Matt Emery 
112# Champ, Tom Herisko 119# C hamp , 
Kerwin O'Rourke 100# Champ, Nicholas 
Clark 147# Champ, Brien Cottrell 125# 
Runner-Up, Tony Knaus - 147# Runner- 
Up, Mike Kases 156# Champ, Dan Healy 
98# Champ, Alex Foulds 147# C hamp , 
Jon Stanich 165# C hamp , Mike Bercik 
178# Champ, Pat Brugos Heavyweight 
"Novice" Champ, Ray Saunders 178# 
Runner-Up, Jeff Black 139# Runner-Up, 
Eric Argotd 147# Runner-Up, Larry 
Findley 139# Runner-Up, Tyrone Swan 
Super Heavyweight Runner-Up, Carlos 
Schrader, former State Heavyweight 
Champ, and Brian Kosakowski Super 
Heavyweight C ham p. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 




MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I would just like to say a few 
words. Chuck is one of our directors that 
works for the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, and Chuck has been involved 
and started the Brookline Boxing Club for 
the last 39 years, and he has given his own 
time. Chuck is there all day long, and then 
he does this on his own with the kids at 
night and spends a great deal of time with 
them. Believe me, I was one of Chuck’s 
former boxers, and you can tell by my 
nose probably, that’s why I did not 
continue in the boxing field. But, Chuck 
was an important part in my life, and he 
was always a coach, a good coach, a friend 
and someone that you could go and talk to 
at any time, whether it be night or day. 
And, I would like to thank him for his 
commitment and my hat is off and I just 
applaud you for your commitment to the 
neighborhood. 

I had the opportunity, along with 
Council President Jim Ferlo and 
Councilman Bob O’Connor to go out to 
Monzo’s in Monroeville and watch some 
of the young men that we have up here 
before us today participate in the boxing 
tournaments, and it was a great night and 
there is no reason we shouldn’t have those 
tournaments right here in the City of 
Pittsburgh because we are so well 
represented, not only by the Brookline 
Boxing Team, but Lawrenceville also has, 
their own boxing team is Hogan’s, and 
they also do such a wonderful job with all 
the youth in theirs. 


And, just remember that these are 
one of the p rogr am s that we talk about 
that instill discipline and provide some 
opportunity for our young to get off the 
street and do some creative things. The 
only thing that I could say bad about 
boxing was that every night that Chuck 
made us run around the Gym we had to 
listen to that “Rocky” record, and it was 
made of steel — am I correct. Chuck? — 
and he wore it out. So, you can imagine 
how many times we heard it 

So, with saying all that, and really 
appreciate all you guys coming down here, 
I would just like to turn it over to Chuck 
Senft, the Boxing Coach. 

Mr. Senft: 

Thank you. Sony that some of the 
individuals couldn’t make it because of 
their teachers, they couldn’t get out, some 
are at the police academy right now and 
they weren’t able to come, and some of 
them and that just weren’t able to mak e it 
from school. But, I am glad that City 
Council and Mr. Cusick took time to 
acknowledge their efforts and their 
accomplishments, and I thank you for 
having us. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Senft: 

Pat Brugos, Novice Champion. 

Pat Brugos: 

I don’t know what to say. The 
main thing I learned from boxing was, I 
guess you could say, discipline and 



commitment because it taught me that — 

there are a lot of guys that come in and 
they don’t work and they don’t get nothing 
out of it but if you put in your work and 
your time you get more out of it than you 
putin. So, that’s all. And, I would like to 
thank Chuck because he helped me out a 
lot with it 

The Chair: 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Joe, as you mentioned, we were out 
there watching. Chuck, I want to 
congratulate you and all your guys really 
did a great job. It was not only good fights 
but it is great enter tainm ent So, please 
keep up the good work. 

Mr. Sen ft: 

Thanks. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I want 
to thank Chuck also. Of course, Brookline 
is where he is located but they serve any 
neighborhood, including some 
neighborhoods in my Council District 
And, I also note that his program, along 
with a bunch of other ones, have put on a 
couple shows up at Mt Washington that 
we have been able to raise some 
community dollars for out of the events 
and they are extremely popular events. 
So, keep up the good work. Thanks, 
Chuck. And, good luck to all of you, I 


hope we see you in the Olympics or 

anywhere else you want to go. 

Mr. Senft: 

One last thing, if you don’t min d if 
I say it and that. Like you pointed out, 
there are accomplishments through those 
39 years. We have helped provide money 
to build a “Tot-Lot” in the Brookline area; 
we provided money to the Food Bank and 
that for our efforts; Children’s Hospital 
and that the one year and that with our — 
along with many other teams and that we 
provided over $11,000.00 and that to 
Children’s Hospital. So, it is a big 
accomplishment and that for what these 
kids and the others in the past have 
accomplished. Thank you again. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thanks for all your 
hard work. 

The Chain 

We have one to be read into the 

record. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 1972 WHEREAS, Sharing & 
Caring, Inc. is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing a recreation holiday 
to hospitalized veterans throughout the tri- 
state area and has taken out over 9,500 
hospitalized veterans since 1983; and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Bemie Pack 
conceived the idea for a riverboat cruise 
through concern for what he experienced 
and observed in the V.A. Hospital; 
patients endlessly sitting in front of 
television sets, it bothered him that the 




hospitals, veterans organizations anH 
individuals were not developing any 
solutions to relieve this daily boredom; 
and, 

WHEREAS, consumed by his idea, 
Bemie expressed it this way, "The 
veterans were there, the rivers were there, 
and the boats were there, we just need to 
get them all together - starting with such a 
premise it was just a matter of money, 
volunteers and a plan to make it all work."; 
and, 

WHEREAS, during the last 10 
years of more and more successful boat 
rides for hospitalized veterans have earned 
him tons of awards and rewards for 
remembering the most deserving of our 
veterans, his place of honor as Sharing & 
Caring’s 1995 honoree, is built on a 
foundation of esteem and thanks from 
those who benefited from his vision anH 
courage to do the improbable. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby honor and 
commend Mr. Bemie Pack for creating for 
the City of Pittsburgh the only holiday in 
the United States called "Sharing & 
Caring’s Boatride for Hospitalized 
Veterans" and for his dedication anH 
commitment to hospitalized veterans. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
hereby declares Thursday, May 11, 1995 
to be Benue Pack Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MS. McDONALD seconded the motion. 


Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Would Darwin Peeks please come 
forward and his representatives, famil y 
and the YMCA people, too, I was just told. 
YMCA people. Everybody that has to do 
with this resolution. YMCA and Darwin. 

I’m going to read the resolution. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1973 WHEREAS, the YMCA 
SCHOLAR ATHLETE BANQUET will 
celebrate over 20 years of service on 
Monday, May 22, 1995 at the Hilton 
Hotel, Downtown Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, the recipients include 
over 135 of Western Pennsylvania's most 
outstanding high school athletes that have 
compiled remarkable records of 
accomplishments in academic and 
community achievements; a nd , 

WHEREAS, Darwin Lee Peeks Jr., 
a senior at George Westinghouse High 
School, will receive THE 
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE 
AWARD for his athletic achievements; 
and, 

WHEREAS, one of the primary 
qualifications for the selection of scholar 
athletes is leadership, as demonstrated 
through volunteer service to their 
community. This year’s group of young 
men and women have volunteered time 
and energy to innumerable worthy causes. 


including: Toys for Tots, Habitat for 

Humanity, Youth Ministry, Jubilee 
Kitchen, Kiwanis Club, Special Olympics, 
MADD. YMCA Programs, Project Bundle 
Up, and a host of other worthwhile causes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends the YMCA for its 
promotion of youth of today, from the 
playing field to the classroom, for these 
students represent a glimpse of our future. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of Pittsburgh declares 
Monday, May 22, 1995 as YMCA 
SCHOLAR ATHLETE DAY in the City 
of Pittsburgh 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I would like to present this to 
Darwin but first I would also like to ask 
my colleague. Councilman Alan 
Hertzberg, who had called my office 
because he was the one, being Chairperson 
of Parks and Recreation, who is on top of a 
lot of worthwhile awards and causes that 
have to do with our youth, and he had 
indicated to me, hey, Val, there's someone 
from your area at Westinghouse High 
School that’s going to be honored and I 
think you should do something for this 
young man. So, we followed the lead. 
But, Councilman Hertzberg, I want to call 
you forward to have a few comments, then 
maybe a question to Mr. Peeks. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thanks Valerie. The YMCA 
Scholar Athlete is a really great event It 
is happening this Monday night I 
attended last year’s event and I have 
gotten very involved with the whole 
committee at the YMCA. You have got a 
bunch of graduating high school Seniors 
that are honored, their Grade Point 
Averages are usually 3.9 or higher; they 
are all athletes, a lot of times in multiple 
sports; in feet, this year’s field includes 
two of my Administrative Aide’s kids, 
Florence Dixon’s kids, and I am proud of 
them. 

But, this is a special award also 
that Mr. Peeks will be receiving. In feet, if 
you don’t mind us going a little bit out of 
order. I’m going to ask George Babish, the 
Executive Director of the YMCA, to come 
forward and tell us why Mr. Peeks is 
receiving this award. 

Mr. Babish: 

Thank you. Excuse my voice. I’m 
running a little raw because of a cold. 

Each year the YMCA Scholar 
Athlete Banquet chooses a particular 
athlete that has overcome a physical 
disability, and this year we’ve chosen 
Darwin, and I am going to refer to his 
coach to come up here in a minute and ask 
him to talk about Darwin’s achievements. 

This banquet is the largest high 
school banquet in the country; it is 
televised live on the KBL Prime Sports 
Network, and we estimate that we get into 
70.000 homes, from Columbus, Ohio, to 
Morgantown, over to Harrisburg. And, we 
hear many negative things about the youth 




of today. I am sure if you would pick up 
your newspaper or turn on the T.V. tonight 
there will be something on there. But, 
there is hope because of young people lik* 
Darwin and the other 135 scholar athletes 
that we are going to be honoring. And, the 
hope is that these young people will take 
leadership roles in their co mmuni ty and 
return something back to the co mmuni ty 
and it is a celebration. 

As Councilman Hertzberg said, the 
banquet is on May 22nd, it is Monday 
night at 6 o’clock down at the Pittsburgh 
Hilton. And, I want to thank ; before I 
leave the microphone, Council’s support 
of the U Y” and this program, especially 
Councilman Hertzberg, who has takwi a 
key leadership role on our Scholar Athlete 
Banquet 

I would like to introduce Darwin’s 
Baseball Coach, Bill Robinson. 

Mr. Robinson: 

You know it is an honor to be here 
in his behalf. We are talking about a 
young man who does not allow a handicap 
to even be an inconvenience. He is batting 
over 400, and I mean no cheap hits 
because he’s very slow, he can’t run, he 
only had one leg yet the whole year. 

But, one thing that I like about him 
is that it isn’t a handicap, it isn’t even a 
small inconvenience. In a game we had _ 
I guess, what 

— the day before yesterday — we have a 
short right field, and he plays the right 
field, and a ball was hit to him and we 
could have got the guy at First, and so it 
took him a while to change the glove from 
one hand to the other. I said. “Darwin, 
what, you better find a way to make that 


change quicker because there’s no reason 
you shouldn’t have threw him out” 
Normally in a situation like that you have 
to be very sensitive; it isn’t - you don’t 
have to be sensitive, because he is the kind 
of young man that as fer as he is 
concerned, he does not consider it a 
handicap; he considers it something that 
he was bom with and he’s living with it, 
and not only that, he does it the right way. 

Some of you, friends, if you are 
ever in the Homewood community, go by 
Rally’s and buy some hamburgers; that is 
where he is working at. The only reason I 
excuse him from practice is because he’s 
doing it the right way. He said, “Mr. 
Robinson, I got to make some money.” I 
said, “You make your money but you 
make sure you do what it takes to improve 
yourself,” and he has. And, not only is he 
a tremendous baseball player, he was on 
the wrestling team, and not only that he is 
a tremendous basketball player, who 
dribble the ball and handle die hall and he 
don’t even have nothing to flmg them off 
with. So, you can tell he’s doing a good 
job, and it’s great to have him on my 
baseball team. We won four games this 
year, the most we have won in 30 years, 
and he is one of the main reasons we did 
so. 

Darwin Peeks: 

Well, I would like to thank 
everybody that honored me with this 
award, especially the YMCA. I would like 
to t h a nk my coach for being here with me. 

I would also like to thank my parents and 
friends. And, the main person I want to 
thank is God for helping me go through 
this since I was a kid, dealing with 
everything I’ve been going through. As 
my coach was saying, I don’t see it as a 





handicap, I just have to deal with it and 

just do what I have to do and get the job 
done. And, 1 plan to further my education 
and go on with my life. Thank you. 

The Chair; 

Thank you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Miller Elementary School. I meant 
to also say, that young man I met at 
Westinghouse High School. I don’t 
remember why I was there. There were a 
number of things I did when I was on the 
School Board, but he was one of the 
students amongst others, of men, of young 
men. who decided instead of at lunchtime 
getting in trouble, they were at the 
computers and they were in the computer 
room and he was actually showing me 
some programming. So, that’s where I 
met Darwin at first 

Now, it is time for another 
Pittsburgh Public School resolution. This 
is to Miller Elementary School: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1974 WHEREAS, Miller 
Elementary School Reunion will be held 
on Friday, May 19, 1995 at Miller 
Elementary School, celebrating over 90 
years of public school service; and, 

W HEREA S, Miller Elementary 
School will bring together a number of 
generations and ethnic groups to rekindle 
an empathy about the school so those who 
want to may come back to Miller 
Elementary School and volunteer and 
shape the fives of a new generation; and, 

WHEREAS. Miller Elementary 
School was opened in 1905 and boast of 
graduates and faculty which include the 
following; Sophie Masloff (Alumni), 


Louise rennen (Faculty), Dennis Cuff 

(Alumni), and Raymond Doyle (Alumni), 
just to name a few; and, 

WHEREAS, Miller School Al umni 
will enjoy a day of festivities that will 
begin with a social gathering and end with 
an evening dinner banquet. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes Miller 
Elementary School Al umni and Reunion 
Committee for keeping the torch of 
knowledge lit for over 90 years. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declare Friday, May 19, 1995 as Miller 
Elementary School Day in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. And, I want to present 
this. I did not have an opportunity — I’m 
not going to play games. I didn’t have an 
opportunity to meet these young women. 
Can you please introduce yourself. I want 
both of you to say something. Thank you. 

Ms. Beverly: 

I want to thank the City Council 
for presenting Miller School with this 
resolution, and I want to thank Valerie 
McDonald, because, as you know. District 
6 did not have a Councilperson, and we 
turned to Valerie and asked her, since 




we’re celebrating 90 years, could we have 
a resolution for our school and she 
accommodated us without any problems, 
and this is the kind of Council people we 
really rely on. And, as it was read, we 
have very famous alumni of Miller School, 
your former Mayor, and your 
Superintendent of Schools was one of my 
1st Grade teachers. 1 brought my 1st 
Grade teacher along with me, Ms. Agnus 
Jones; she taught me a number of years 
ago, and she is also working on the 
Committee to Commemorate Miller’s 90th 
Year Excellence in Education. 

So, I would like to thank you once 
again for recognizing us in our endeavor 
on this Friday, and we want to thank you 
very, very much. 

Ms. Jones: 

My name is Agnus Jones, and I 
taught at Miller Elementary School for 31 
and a half years. Beverly was in the Erst 
class that I had there; 1 taught her in 1 st 
Grade, and it’s strange but we have kept in 
touch all these years. And, I’ve been 
retired 13 years and Beverly has called me 
and asked me to come back and help with 
the reunion committee, and we’re just 
doing things great up there. If you want a 
chance to come 19 , come up and see us. 

By the way, I am from Valerie’s 

district 

Ms. McDonald: 

He told me. He told me. 

Ms. Jones: 

I’m from Valerie’s district. I live 
in the Homewood-Brushton area. 


Ms. McDonald: 

And, I didn’t know about it until 
now. Thank you. Well, I didn’t 

The Chain 

We also have one to be read into 
the record. If the City Clerk would please 
read that into the record. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1975 WHEREAS, the 
Business Show will be held on May 18th 
and 19th 1995, at the Radisson Hotel in 
Monroeville, Pennsylvania. This marks the 
fifth year anniversary of the Business 
Show. The theme for this years program is 
"The Impact of Money and Politics on 
Your Business"; and, 

WHEREAS, the producer of this 
years Business Show, L. Ellen Yaroell is 
providing CLEO PAC the opportunity to 
sponsor workshops and seminars; and, 

WHEREAS, CLEO PAC, an 
organization formed to provide early and 
ongoing financial support and political 
expertise to those female candidates who 
wish to run for local and state level offices 
in Pennsylvania and who are committed to 
enhancing the economic equity and 
prosperity of all women; the safety of all 
women and their children and the general 
welfare of all women in Pennsylvania; 
and, 

WHEREAS, CLEO PAC, has a 
vision to elect women to political 
leadership positions in a ratio equal to 
their composition and participation in 
society; and. 



WHEREAS, Pennsylvania Auditor 

General, Barbara Hafer, will be the guest 
speaker on Friday, May 19, 1995 at the 
annual luncheon to address the role of 
women in politics. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes CLEO PAC for 
their c ommit ment in educating and 
promoting women to higher levels of 
politics. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

One to be read for the record by 
Councilman O’Connor. We have some 
folks here horn Emergency Medical 
Services. I will read their proclamation 
next and bring them up. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1976 WHEREAS, Wayne 
Gerhold is being honored by The Squirrel 
Hill Urban Coalition as its 1995 Citizen of 
the Year for his years of community 
service on behalf of residents' rights and 
students' educational opportunities; and, 

WHEREAS, a native of Carrick, 
PA, the alumnus of Brentwood High 
School graduated from Allegheny College 
in Meadville and the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law; became a 
partner in the law firm of Peck Shaffer & 
Williams; and is a member of the Bar of 
the Supreme Court of PA, the U.S. District 


Court for Western PA, and the U.S. Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals; and, 

WHEREAS, Wayne Gerhold, who 
has been and continues to be an invaluable 
community activist as a member of 
numerous organizations, joined the 
Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition in 1979 and 
became involved with the Housing and 
Land Use Committee. He worked toward 
the development of townhouses on 
Northumberland Street next to the 
Schenley Park Golf Course, opposed high 
density housing in a residential section of 
Squirrel Hill, and assisted the Coalition in 
retaining the Giant Eagle in Squirrel Hill; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Mr. Gerhold served as 
Vice President of the Coalition during the 
years 1988, 1989 and 1994; as President 
during 1990 and 1991; and, since 1986, as 
Chairman of the Coalition Education 
Committee. In his efforts to improve the 
educational experiences of public school 
students, Wayne Gerhold developed a 
process whereby the overall quality of 
schools serving the 14th Ward can be 
monitored, made recommendations for a 
program designed to achieve improvement 
in education by low income students, and 
led the fight to keep the Taylor Allderdice 
High School Scholars program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend 
Wayne Gerhold for his years of volunteer 
service in and dedication to the 
community and, specifically, for his 
advocacy for fair housing and education 
and congratulate him on being named 
1995 Citizen of the Year by The Squirrel 
Hill Urban Coalition; and. 




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Wednesday, May 10, 
1995, as "Wayne Geihold Day" in the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

I would like our representatives 
from the Bureau of Emergency Medical 
Services to come forward, union officials, 
ad minis trators. I see our Emergency 
Operations folks also. Director Cannon, 
our former director. 

Councilman Cohen apologizes, 
he’s r unning late. 

On behalf of all of our colleagues, I 
would like to read the following 
resolution: 

THE CHAIR FOR MR COHEN 
PRESENTS 

No. 1977 WHEREAS, the 

members of the Bureau of Emergency 
Medical Services devote their lives to 
saving the lives of others; an d, 

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical 
Teams consist of Paramedics, Emergency 
Physicians, First Responders and 
Telecommunications Officers; and, 

WHEREAS, The Fraternal 
Association of Professional Paramedics 
promotes the improvement of pre-hospital 


medical care through practice, research, 
and community service; and, 

WHEREAS, the people of 
Pittsburgh benefit daily from the 
knowledge and skills of these highly 
trained individuals; and, 

WHEREAS, this being the 20th 
anniversary of the Pittsburgh Paramedics 
in mak ing tomorrows happen for our 
residents; and, 

WHEREAS, the designation of 
Emergency Medical Services Week will 
serve to educate the people of Pittsburgh 
regarding Emergency Medical Services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize and 
commend the good work of the 
Emergency Medical Teams. 

AND, BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that die Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh declares May 15-20, 1995 as 
Emergency Medical Services Week in the 
City of Pittsburgh 

MR ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. I think- on 
behalf of all of our colleagues here, and 
more importantly, on behalf of all of our 
City residents, who have learned over the 
last two decades to really cherish the good 




services and the good professional work of 

a lot of dedicated hard working 
paramedics, as well as some of the 
administrators that are here today — let's 
not forget them, too — and as well, a lot of 
the hospital-based personnel and 
professionals that have become a part of 
the team over the last two decades, I think 
we just want to say from the bottom of our 
hearts, thank you. 

At this time I would like to ask 
both, maybe Chief Kennedy, we’ll start off 
with, and I would like to present this to the 
Chief on behalf of Councilman Cohen and 
all of our colleagues, and we have Tom 
Broderick here also. I’m going to present 
it And, let’s ask the Chief to say a few 
words and then we would like our 
President of the FAPP to say a few words 
also. Chief. 

Chief Kennedy: 

On behalf of the Bureau of 
Emergency Medical Services, I would like 
to thank Council President Ferlo, 
Councilman. Cohen, and all the 
Councilpersons for passing this resolution 
today. 

This is a very special year for us; 
it’s our 20th year of providing pre-hospital 
ambulance service to the citizens, and we 
could not do that without the support of 
the Mayor and certainly without the 
support of this Council and the other 
Councils that have preceded you. 

So, again, on behalf of the Bureau 
of Emergency Medical Services. I would 
like to thank you and I would like to have 
Tom Broderick, the President of the 
Paramedics Union to say a few words. 


Mr. Broderick: 

Thanks, Chief. Twenty years ago - 
- long time now, looking back on it — we 
walked into then Director Cannon’s office 
and sat down and talked with him and after 
which we went through some t raining 
which lasted at least six or seven weeks; 
that was our induction into the City. 
Twenty years went by quick, you couldn’t 
believe it I was glad to see that most of 
my co-workers that are here today, who I 
started with, we have approximately 19 
out of the original 40 that started here. So, 
that’s a pretty good number that stuck with 
it for 20 years. It is a tough job to do for 
20 years. I don’t think we could have 
done it without the support of our Council 
people which we have here today, the 
Mayors, especially Mayor Murphy, who 
still supports this, and I don’t think I could 
have done it personally without the group 
that I started with and the people that are 
working right now in the field. Thanks for 
having us. I appreciate it 

Dr. Paris: 

I just want to say a few words from 
a different perspective, which is that as the 
Emergency Physician, not just here in 
Pittsburgh but throughout the world. Two 
decades ago - and this was just started, 
EMS - it wasn’t clear what could be done 
in the field, and it was really this group 
here that showed the rest of this country 
and the world the lives and the things that 
could be done by para-professionals in the 
field, and they have really lead the way 
throughout the world and something that 
has made Pittsburgh famous, and my hat is 
off to you all. 





The Chair: 

Thank you. Doctor. Again, thank 
you all for coming down here today. On 
behalf of all the residents, we owe you a 
big thank you, every day and every way. 
Thank you. I appreciate it 

Councilman O'Connor. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

We have to, again, thank you; I’ve 
seen you in action so many times. But, I 
don’t think — people don’t realize until 
they see what you do, and I hope people 
don’t have to use you but when they do 
I've seen you change, pick up the doctor 
halfway to the hospital, make moves, and 
it is just an outstanding group, and I just 
want to thank you on behalf of all of us, 
the residents, for all the work you do for 
us 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you all. I 
appreciate you coming down today. 

And, by the way, we still think you 
deserve parity with the Police and Fire, 
just so you remember that. 

We have another guest in the 
audience yet. On behalf of Councilman 
Cohen, I would like to bring up Margaret 
Tauxe. Margaret, please. How are you, 
Margaret? Thanks for coming down. I 
apologize for Dan. 

Members of Council, I would like 
to move the following resolution on 
behalf of Councilman Cohen: 


THE CHAIR FOR MR. COHEN 
PRESENTS 

No. 1978 WHEREAS, the year 
1995 is the 50th Anniversary of the 
advent of the nuclear age, a time of 
potential destruction to humankind that 
is greater than the world has ever 
known; and, 

WHEREAS, radioactive 

contamination caused by the production 
and testing of nuclear weapons has 
poisoned large areas of the earth and sea; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the United States’ 
annual expenditure of over $30 billion 
for a nuclear arsenal has led to record 
budget deficits and threatens national 
economic security, while essential 
community programs are being 
eliminated; and, 

WHEREAS, the completion of a 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty by the 
five nuclear powers and the effective 
extension of the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty by its 172 member nations will 
provide the first steps toward moving the 
world away from the brink of destruction 
and toward the total abolition of nuclear 
weapons. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the 
City of Pittsburgh commends President 
Clinton and our government for 
supporting a Comprehensive Test Ban 
and achieving a permanent extension of 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
encourages all Pittsburghers to support the 



Comprehensive Test Ban and the 

international treaty on comprehensive 
nuclear disarmament, with the ultimate 
goal of abolition of all nuclear weapons. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much. I think the 
resolution speaks for itself. I know 
Margaret has been very active in 
Pennsylvania Peace Links, as well as other 
organizations, and if you would like to say 
a few words at this time. 

Ms. Tauxe: 

Well, actually this is under the 
aegis of the Western Pennsylvania 
Campaign for Comprehensive Test Ban, 
and on behalf of this organization, which 
is a coalition of a number of groups, 
including Pittsburgh, World Federalists 
and many others, I want to thank the 
Pittsburgh City Council for once more 
going on record in support of a safer and 
more just world, and I am proud of the 
Council for doing this. And. I want to 
thank Dan Cohen for helping with this 
resolution before you. 

It is interesting that this resolution 
has come almost simultaneously with the 
good news that came from the 
International Conference in New York 
City which was just concluded. I’m sure 
you’ve read about it in your newspaper, 
but I want to remind everyone that this 
was concluded successfully with a 


permanent extension of the Nuclear Non- 

Proliferation Treaty which was agreed to 
by the participating nations. And, the five 
nuclear powers, that is, the U.S., Britain, 
France, Russia and China, are pledging to 
disarm gradually over the coining years, 
and the non-nuclear powers are agreeing to 
forego development 

A set of principles were also 
adopted and among those principles is the 
agreement of the five nuclear powers to 
sign a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
banning all nuclear weapons tests by 1996. 
So, this represents a lot of progress. We 
want to urge the support of these goals and 
with the aim of achieving the total 
abolition of nuclear weapons. I thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Margaret 

Again, I want to thank the 
paramedics for coming down today. 
Director Cannon, for visiting us. Thank 
you very much. Chief, FAPP 
representatives. 

At this time I don’t believe there 
are any other proclamations to be read into 
the record. We will move to Presentation 
of Papers. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 1975 Resolution adopting 
Official Sewage Facilities Plan revision 
for the Towne Place Apartments located 
on Colwell Street at the intersection of 
Vine Street in the 3rd Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 




MR- HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 1976 Resolution transferring 
the amount of $950,000.00 from Code 
Account 25, (002501), Utilities, to Code 
Account SSFSP, (270256), Special 
Summer Food Service Program Trust 
Fund, the amount of $825,000.00 and to 
Code Account SPP, (254359), Special 
Parks Programs, the amount of 
$125,000.00 in the Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 1977 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with the 
Pittsburgh Board of Public Education for 
the purpose of providing meals in 
connection with the Summer Food Service 
Program in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. The total cost not to exceed 
$750,000.00, and shall be chargeable to 
and payable from Code Account SSFSP, 
(270256), Special Summer Food Service 
Program, in the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks, Recreation and 
Youth Policy. 

ms. McDonald presented 

No. 1978 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 493, effective May 1, 
1992. entitled, “Resolution providing for 
an agreement (s) and contract (s) with 
consultant (s) and vendor (s) to assist the 
City in improving its Citizen Participation 
Process, at a cost not to exceed 
$300,000.00, so as to inc rease the amount 


allocated to_$310.000.00, chargeable to 
and payable from the following accounts: 
1992 CDBG Program “Citizen 
Participation & Technical Assistance”, 
Department of City Planning, in an 
amount of $300,000.00; and Citizen 
Participation, NPA, Department of City 
Planning, in an amount of $10,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 1979 Resolution providing for 
the execution of a Cooperation Agreement 
or Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
for the performance of certain work in 
connection with the 1995-1996 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program. Cost not to exceed 
$13,820,000.00. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 1980 Resolution amending 
Resolution 896/1992, for and agreement 
or 

agreements of lease with Dinardo 
Limited (owner 

Charles DiNardo) of certain indoor and 
outdoor 

space for an initial term of Five (5) years 
at $1.00 

per square foot annually for the purpose 
of 

securing space to be used for the leasing 
of office 

space and storage of equipment and 
vehicles by 

the City of Pittsburgh and the 
Department of 

Public Safety at a cost not to exceed 
$75,000.00, 

by adding and/or Miscellaneous Services, 
Code 

Account 1148. 





Which was read and referred to the 

Committee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement 

The Chain 

Councilman Onorato, Committee 
on 

Finance and the Budget 
Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 
Congratulations 
on your re-election. 

Mr, Onorato: 

Thank you, Mr. President 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Congratulations to you, Mr. 
President 

The Chain 

Thank you. 1 think. That means I 
have to 

be here for another four years. 

MR ONORATO PRESENTED 

No 1981 Resolution authorizing the 
transfer 

of S85.417.00 from Code Account 1, 
interest on 

Bonds, to Code Account 44-1, 

Unemployment 

Compensation Fund. 

Also, 

No. 1982 Resolution providing for a 
contract or the use of existing contracts 
for the 

purchase and delivery of new computer 
equipment 

and software needed to expand and 
improve the 


division's computer-based support system 

for the Dislocated Workers Program at a 
cost not to exceed $35,000.00, payable 
from JTPA-1 Fund. 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Thursday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 1983 Resolution providing for 
the 

issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$15,000.00 to 

Francis Brucker do J. Gregory 
Giazmuzzi, 

Esquire, his attorney. Suite B-l, Penn 
Oak 

Professional Building, 85 Universal 
Road, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15235 in full and final 
settlement 

of an alleged slip and fall accident at 
property 

known as 2667 Stafford Street, 20th 
Ward on or 

about January 28,1991. 

Also, 

No. 1984 Resolution for 
agreements for 

stenographic reporting services in 
connection 

with public hearings and providing for 
the 

payment of the cost thereof, cost not to 
exceed 

$4,000.00, payable from the Commission 
on 

Human Relations Trust Fund. 

Also, 

No. 1985 Resolution providing 
authorization for the City of Pittsburgh, 




Department of Finance, to mab 
severance and monthly payments to 
eligible City of Pittsburgh employees 
who elect to participate in the early 
Retirement Incentive Pr o gr am on July 1, 
1995. (Eligible employees who elect to 
retire on July 1,1995 would be entitled to 
a single severance payment equal to 2 1/2 
times the monthly budgeted salary pay 
rate; and a monthly payment of S350.00 
payable from retirement through the 
month preceding the employee's 65th 
birthday, if under 65 years at die time of 
retirement). 

Also, 

No. 1986 Resolution providing for 
the lease or lease of certain property on 
the sixth floor of 938 Penn Avenue from 
July 1,1995 for a term of 26 months, at a 
rental of $3,918.00 per month to house 
classroom and office space for the 
Pittsburgh Partnership Jobs Initiative 
Single Point of Contact upon certain 
terms and conditions, providing for the 
payment of costs thereof. Total cost shall 
not exceed $101,868.00. (The rental is 
$12.00 per square foot for 26 months, the 
area covered in the aforementioned lease 
is 3,918 square feet). 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 1987 Resolution granting unto 
Meinert Truck & Auto, 35 McCandless 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15201, 
his successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at his own cost and expense, a building 
addition on a portion of the right-of-way 
on Harrison Street in the 10th Ward, 7th 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Also, 


No. 1988 Resolution granting unto 
Paul F. Renne, 223 Grandview Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15211, his 
successors and assigns, an encroachment 
to construct, maintain and use at his own 
cost and expense, a wall and fence that 
will be on a portion of the right-of-way on 
Grandview Avenue in the 19th Ward, 2nd 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Co mmit tee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 1989 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements or contract or 
contracts, or use of existing agreements or 
contracts, with a consultant or consultants, 
or vendor or vendors, for the purpose of 
conducting planning and managpn ient 
studies, and related activities in support of 
such studies, including the purchase of 
data and data analysis equipment, at a cost 
not to exceed $336,000,.00, chargeable to 
and payable from the follow ing accounts: 
1995 CDBG Program, Department of City 
Pla nning “Planning & Management”, 
$86,000.00, and from 1995 “NPA and 
Department of City P lannings 
$250,000.00. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and T 
Use. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. That 
concludes our Presentation of Papers. Any 
matters under Unfinished Business or 
Reports of Special Committees? 





Healing none, we will move to 

Reports of Co mmit tees, 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

I would ask my colleagues, please, 
when there are community events, such as 
funerals, if you could please communicate 
to me on behalf as a courtesy to all of our 
colleagues. A number of us would have 
liked to have attended a funeral this 
afternoon. I thought it was appropriate to 
be here. My apologies to the family for 
not being there in Bloomfield. But, if we 
could communicate to each other through 
the Clerk's Office we could have made 
some arrangements regarding this meeting. 

Linda. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bin No. 1990 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for May 10,1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


Bin No. 1939 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a professional services 
agreement to implement an activity-based 
costing progr am for the City of Pittsburgh 
for a period beginning June 1, 1995, and 
ending December 31, 1995, and at a cost 
not to exceed Eighty-Nine Thousand 
Dollars ($89,000), chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account 1063, 
Miscellaneous Services, Department of 
Finance.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the biU? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, I would just like to 
have my comments brought forward. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you. 


Mr. O’Connon 

Comments brought forward, 

please. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. O’Connor. 




Any other comments? Hearing 

none, the bill is now ready for final action. 
All in favor of the passage of the bill will 
vote “aye” when their names are called; all 
opposed will vote “no”. The Clerk will 
call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cusick Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Onorato 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 6 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

Bin No. 1991 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for May 10, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1827 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance 
amending 

the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zo ning 
District 

Map No. 12, by changing from "Ml" 
Limited 

Industrial District to "Al" 
Commercial-Residential Associated 
District 

certain property having frontage on the 
southeast 

comer of South Twenty-Seventh Street 
and East 


Carson Street and identified as Lot 51 
Block 12-M in the Allegheny County Lot 
& Block System, 16th Ward, Council 
District #3. (This Or dinanc e is 
transmitted as a result of favorable 
Planning Commission action on March 7, 
1995).” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cusick Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Onorato 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 6 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 1992 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for May 10, 1995, transmitting sundry 
resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 



Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1928 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh to expend an 
amount not to exceed $1,000,000.00 in 
Parkway Center UDAG repayments on the 
Central Business District Revitalization 
Program.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1929 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a Cooperation Agreement with 
the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh providing for the payment by 
ORA of the cost of materials used by the 
City in the construction of a portion of the 
North Shore East Riverfront Trail.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1930 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the URA to acquire all of the 
City’s right, title, and interest, if any, in 
and to the publicly-owned property in the 
20th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh being 
designated as Block & Lot 7-N-175, under 
the Residential Land Reserve Fund.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1931 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and 
William L. and Frances O. Loreski for the 
sale of Block & Lot 7-N-175 in the 20th 
Ward of the City of Pgh., for $350.00 — 
Residential Land Reserve Fund 
(sideyard)” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1932 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

authorizing the URA to acquire all of the 
City’s right, title, and interest, if any, in 
and to the publicly-owned property in the 
13th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh being 
designated as Block & Lot 175-C-243, 
under the Residential Land Reserve Fund.” 
Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1933 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and New 
Grace Baptist Church for the sale of Block 
& Lot 175-C-243 in the 13th Ward of the 
City of Pittsburgh, for $290.00 — 
Residential Land Reserve Fund 
(sideyard).” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1934 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

authorizing the URA to acquire ail of the 




City’s right, title, and interest, if any, in 
and to the publicly-owned property in the 
11 th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh being 
designated as Block & Lot Nos. 83-N-313 
and 83-N-318, under the Residential Land 
Reserve Fund.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1935 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and 
Michael R. Whitely for the sale of Block 
& Lot Nos. 83-N-313 and 83-N-318 in the 
11th Ward of the City of Pgh., for $500.00 
— Residential Land Reserve Fund 
(sideyard and reaiyard).” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1936 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the URA to acquire all of the 
City’s right, title, and interest if any, in 
and to the publicly-owned property in the 
1 st Ward of the City of Pittsburgh being 
designated as Block & Lot Nos. 2-M-192 
and 2-M-193, under the Industrial Land 
Reserve Fund.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1937 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and G & A 


Development, Inc., for the sale of Block 2- 
M, Lots 192 & 193 in the 1st Ward of the 
City of Pgh., for $2,500.00 - Industrial 
Land Reserve Fund (parking).” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1938 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the URA to acquire aU of the 
City’s right, title, and interest, if any, in 
and to Block and Lot No. 20-P-68, 
publicly-owned property in the 20th Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh - HOPE-3.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading anH 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

I would like my comments brought 
forward on BUI 1928, regarding the 
UDAG situation. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

I still hope that we will monitor the 
outstanding UDAG so we don’t lose it, 
given what’s happened in the Congress 
regarding the — I think it is a four or five 
million dollar UDAG allocation that is still 
out there for the Center City proposal and 
it doesn’t seem to be happening and we’re 
going to lose that. I would hope that we 
could try to broker something with the 
County regarding the whole issue of the 
Convention Center and that glarmo need. 
I would hate to see that money be lost to 


the City and be part of any recision effort 

by the Congress. 

Any other discussion on any of the 
other bills? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no” The Clerk will call die 
roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


agreements, with a consultant or 
consultants for Engineering Services in 
connection with the rehabilitation of a 
portion of Fort Pitt Boulevard - Eastbound 
and the Rehabilitation of the Market Street 
Overpass; providing for a Reimbursement 
Agreement or Agreements with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation/ by 
increasing the total project allocation by 
$174,000.00 from $1,826,000.00 to 
$2,000,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 90-70.” 

Which was read. 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 6 


Bill No. 1922 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The Chain 


Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 5 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 

NOES 1 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
BUI No. 1993 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for May 10, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


(MR FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The biU having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finall y. 

Also, 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Resolution No. 1327, effective 
December 23, 1982, as amended, entitled, 
‘Providing for an agreement or 
agreements, or supplemental agreement or 




Bill No. 1923 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of 
Transportation, for the ownership and 
maintenance of a pedestrian bridge that 
will span across State Route 28 near the 
Sarah Heinz House” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1924 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Resolution #586, effective June 
18, 1991, as amended by Resolution #807, 
effective June 28, 1993, as amended by 
Resolution #71, effective February 16, 
1994, as amended by Resolution #212, 
effective March 30, 1995, entitled, 
‘Providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts, and/or agreement 
or agreements, or use of existing 
agreements, for renovations within the 
City-County Building, including electrical 
service and switchgear/ by correcting the 
total project allocation on Resolution #212 
of 1995 to read $832,608.93.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1925 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts, for the 
rehabilitation of various landscape and 
turfed areas and providing for the purchase 
of equipment and materials for said 


projects, at a cost not to exceed 
$99,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC 95-114.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1926 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts, for the 
renovation and repair of ornamental fences 
at various locations within the City of 
Pittsburgh; not to exceed $200,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account EC95-462.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading anri 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Coun cilman Onorato. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, I just want to make a 
comment on Bill 1923. First, I want my 
comments brought forward. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
Mr. Onorato: 

I just want to state again for the 
record and for anyone listenings that we 
are going to make this a high priority, and 
I am going to push to make sure that the 
ramp does get built over Route 28. I think 





that we have to look at the comprehensive 

plan for PennDot and what they’re doing 
to the City and to the region. If the City is 
going to bear the burden of getting the 
suburbanites in to town to work by losing 
homes and relocating a lot of individuals, 
the one thing we can do is make sure they 
complete the projects. And, I think to 
avoid putting up a pedestrian bridge for 
the Sarah Heinz House, which services all 
of the North Side children, is outrageous. 
Before we even do the Wabash Tunnel or 
we do the Busway, any of those dollars 
spent, we should finish one project And, 
everyone knows that Route 28 is a death 
trap, we have people being killed there 
annually, that we’re lucky that no kids 
have been hit yet, and that it’s a must that 
we get this foot bridge built And, I hope 
that this body and the Mayor’s Office, 
along with Pe nnD ot, moves forward as 
soon as possible. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman Cusick. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I would 
just ask for my comments to be brought 
forward on Bill No. 1926, regarding 
Ornamental Railing. 


(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chair: 

Thank you very much. 

I would like my comments brought 
forward on bill 1922 and 1923. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Any other discussion or 
comments? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 


Mr. Cusick: 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Finally, I would just like to 
commend Councilman Onorato and State 
Representative Walko for all the work they 
did in regards to this. I know it has been a 
long time in waiting for this walkway, and 
their persistence I think is probably one of 
the biggest reasons why this is happening 
today. 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


AYES 6 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The Chain 

Councilman Hertzberg. 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 




Chair: 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. Are there any matters to be 
brought up under Motions and 
Resolutions? Chairman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, one important 
announcement If anyone is list ening I 
hope we can promote and tell people to get 
over to the Children’s Festival on the 
North Side, it opens up today, and this is 
the 10th Anniversary. I’ve been there 
twice. And, I want to tell everybody, it is 
a very exciting experience, and if you have 
any children, please bring them over to the 
North Side. It goes all the way from 
Allegheny Center Mall all the way through 
West Park. Just an enjoyable experience. 
There is so much to do because a lot of 
work goes into preparing for this particular 
festival and there are a lot of rides, a lot of 
games and just a lot of things that would 
interest the children. It is just a great week 
for the North Side and for the City. So, 
hopefully that we get that message out 
And. u appears that it stopped rainin g, and 
I would get over there today, for anyone 
listening. 

The Chair 

Very good. Thank you. 
Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I am 
glad you brought that up, Mr. Onorato, 
because there are a couple of tie-in events, 
one being the “Be a Sport” Program that 
the Department of Parks and Recreation is 
involved with; also Counc ilman 
O’Connor, the founder of it is very active 


in it; we also have the Pittsburgh City 
Firefighters involved; Steeler Hall of 
Famer, Franco Harris, has donated his time 
in a commercial that airs on T.V., and 
there are a lot of others involved in the 
efforts. I could go on and on. 

But, that begins today, the “Be a 
Sport” Program, which involves donations 
of used sporting equipment So, right 
now, if anyone is listening and they have a 
baseball glove in the basement gathering 
dust, or a hockey stick, a bicycle, they can 
take it over to any City Fire House, or also 
to the Children’s Festival, and get rid of 
that stuffy get rid of the dusty s tuff, and 
then we recycle it, the City of Pittsburgh, 
Department of Parks and Recreation, will 
recycle those goods and get them out to 
people that are in need, young people who 
can’t afford to buy this athletic equipment 
It’s a great program, and that goes in 
conjunction with it 

And, the “Recycle a Cycle” 
Program, which involves the 
reconditioning of these bicycles, which 
will go on — the actual recyc ling will 
occur on Saturday and Sunday. They’ll 
actually be repaired live at the Children’s 
Festival. 

That’s kind of done in conjunction 
with another event which will occur on 
Sunday, that’s our Thrift Drug Classic 
Bike Race. There will be bike racing 
going on all day Sunday, beginning early 
in the morning and running into the 
afternoon. And, that’s a pretty competitive 
bike racing event, involves professional 
cyclers riding up Mt, Washington to 
various other places in the City, and it is a 
big event that I would just like to mention. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 




The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Hertzberg. 
Any other comments or discussion? 

I would like to remind eandiriqftKj, 
whether they were Democrats or 
Republicans, who put lawn signs up, not 
on peoples’ lawns, which is where they 
should be, but all over the City, the City is 
a mess, that you received a letter from the 
Mayor and I signed it also, we will pick 
those signs up, you will be billed $5.00 for 
each sign come Friday, May 19th. So, 
please go out and clean up the mess, in 
the future, instead of doing that just buy a 
billboard. If you don’t have grass roots 
support — I have four lawn signs in my 
lawn from candidates, three of them won, 
one didn’t Please do that. The City is a 
mess. It is not allowed in Fox Chapel or 
Mt Lebanon, we shouldn’t make the City 
a mess. 

Any other comments or 
discussion? Congratulations to all of you 
for your re-election. 

MR. ONORATO moved to excuse Mr. 
Cohen and Mr. Ricciardi for absence from 
the meeting. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 

motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

At this time I would like to 
entertain a motion to adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 

Council adjourned. 




(BEGINNING - MESSRS* GNORKEO, O'OCNNOR AND FERLO'S GCMEN3S CN 
BILL NO. 1939 f WEENESDAT, MAT 10, 1995) 

Bie Chain 

We have Ralph Kraszeuski, Rowan Miranda and Ms. Ander so n. 
If you want them to open up with an explanation — 

Mr. Bertzberg: 

— that is exactly what I had hoped far is an explanation 
of the plans. 


Ms. An der s en: 

We are here to ask far your support to enter into a con tra ct 
far inplanenting an activity based crating system far the City. 
As sane of you may already know, activity-based costing also 
known ABC Costing, is a p roce ss which we would like to inplenent 
to determine exactly how many and wtet kinds of se r vi ces are 
provided and at wtet cost to the citizens of Pittsburgh. 

We wuld like to isplanent ABC to help us identify the 
actual costs of per forming various activities for our city 
residents. For exanple, how xmch it costs to pave a mile of 
street or hw such it cos ts the City pick up a ton of refuse. 

Several di ff eren t mmi cripali tips a cro s s the country have 
already iaplanented activity-based costing and are touting its 
benefits. For Pittsburgh the overall goal is to obtain timely 
and meaningful cost data to help the City make mare 
cost-effective decisions and improve se r vi ce delivery to our 
residents. Bie information that will be derived will provide 
the City with a basis for program budgeting, it will help us to 
eva luat e cost reco v er y measures and the feasibility of user 
fees. It will help us to highlight efficient areas and 
practices -where the City is already doing very well with service 
delivery and it will help us to identify areas that are in need 
of improvement. Finally, ABC will enable us to compare the 
costs of providing the sane service in different portions of the 
city as well as to the private sector. Far exanple, will it be 
able to tell whether or not the cost of paving a mile* of street 
in the Third Division v ersus the Fifth Division is mare or 1 pps 
efficient and any discrepancies between the cost of paving that 
mile of service, *re'd be able to go in there and say what the 
reason is far the Third Division being able to pave it more 
cheaply. 

Initially we're hoping to apply the ABC me th odology to 
activities within four project areas within the Department of 
Public Works and I think in a little bit Ralph is going to get 
into detail about it. But briefly we'd like to apply ABC to the 
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water and sewer maintenance projects, snow and ice con tr ol, 
str e e t r es u r f aci n g and refuse collection. 

In closing, I wanted to say that it is our hope that these 
initial e ffort s in DEW will serve as a pilot project and as the 
project goe s an, our hope is to expand the rapahrm-iee of city 
employees to be able to apply ABC to other service areas to 
improv e the overall efficiency of the City of Pittsburgh's 
govexnnsnt op erati ons. Thank you. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

What amazed me when I first heard about this was that we 
currently have no methodology to acc urat ely assess the costs of 
parti ml ar projects and particular activities ■right now. Can 
you explain what we're doing now and how we do that? 

Mr. Miranda: 

Yes. Currently lave a financial accoun t ing system so it 
creates the City's financial stat ement s such as the 
ccnprehensive annual financial report. What we don't have is a 
cost ac c ount ing systen at the city. Public Works is 
considerably ahead of the game oc mp ared to mos t departments 
because it does capture some data at this point. We have a very 
tough time as you knew Mr. Hertzberg during budget season vhen 
ve come up to you with pr o posals of what an additional 
$500,000.00 in the Parks Department would give us in terns of 
senior centers, rec centers, swimming pools, etc. What we're 
trying to do here is far the first time move this city 
ultimately perltaps as early as 1997 to a program-based budgeting 
systan where you'll get not only a Parks total amount allocated 
to the Department of Parks but you will have it br o ken down by 
senior cent ers , swimning pools, etc. and this is the first step 
to going ahead with this and the first step towards building .a 
cost accounting systsn for the City. I'd like to ppgg down to 
Mr. Kraszewski if he can talk about it. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I vas wandering about too is what will in the area of 
refuse collection was one of the four Public Wo rks areas. Give 
us an example of what we expect to get out of this. 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

Refuse is probably the best example. I'd like to start off 
with giving you a little bit of history of where we're at and 
why vre're here. It's inportant to understand that nest 
municipalities are operating an a service basis type logic. Cost 
wasn't as prioritized as effectiveness of service. Of course 
this is going back years. Coming to where we are at today of 
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rv^T rcp the needs to know what we're getting far each 

Hollar- spent. So we're not just talking about effectiveness of 
services we'ze talking about efficiency of services. With that 
in mind our measursnents before were placed an units of 
neasuranents which would tell us how many miles of streets we 
paved how many square yards. This attaches the actual cost 
to each activity so aw we have both. Refuse is a 

great «=geanpi*» of that. While in same parts of our operation our 
information is pretty good and in' Refuse it's pretty bad. It's 
an archaic system, it's totally manually kept’ — designed many 
years ago and it doesn't break dcwn the measurements of actual 
work and tie than into costs the way need than. Far 
instance, we are not able to analyze any differences in cost 
between one collection area and another to determine if tre're 
competitive, if we are efficient. We are not able to separate 
our i-amma- ’ c ial pick up fr an our residential pick up or our bulk 
pick up fran our recycling. We need to be able to in all 
businesses quantify, measure work and cost out mrk and this 
will allow us to do it and Refuse is probably the area that 
needs it the most. We need to be able to explain to the public 
what we're giving than far each dollar sp ent and we need to knew 
if we're competitive or not, is there a better way to do this. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Refuse far example, you have got obviously labor costs. 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

Absolutely. 

Mr. Hertzberg; 

Gas too and there's probably a few other things I'm not 
thinking of. 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

You're touching on it because in the past we may have 
tracked our salary in non-salaried acco unt s but it didn't track 
gasoline usage because that is kept in another department. This 
would track all costs which is very i m p o r ta nt. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

That's the problem we have now is there's a variety of 
different departments that are budge t ed separately that nay 
contribute to the cost of any particular service. 
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Mr. Kraszewski: 


There is currently no system to capture all costs and this 
will provi de that. 


In Parte I mentioned that in calling far a post-agenda is 
the variety of different departments that came into play 
including your- own and General Ser vi ce s , including Engineering 
and Construction and of course Parte and Recreation and there 
are probably others. 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

There are, police. 

The Chair: 

Other discussion? 


Mr. O'Connor: 

This sounds good, again we're all kind of iiaaaed that we 
don't know the cost of aiything in the city but I can understand 
why. Are going to start taking it down — I agree with your 
points * gas and what does it cost? How about when we buy a 
garbage truck or an asphalt truck in business you depreciate 
things, how do we do it? 


Mr. Krasz&aski: 


Currently ve use national formulas based on blue book, 
green guide that take in two factors: Amortization and «i<sn 
other maintenance items but they are averages. They are not . 
based on real and actual costs. They are haaaH on averages on 
nat ion a l reference guides. It's the best we have, it's b e tte r 
than sane have hut it is not gaod enough; we need to do better. 


Mr. Miranda: 


You're right. Just like in pr ivate business we would want 
to include depreciation costs as one of our costs. Currently 
the trucks are financed to the Equipment leadi ng Authority so 
fran a Public Works managenent standpoint they would not 
ordinarily consider that a cost. Public Works has gone one step 
ahead and used a national data base to cane up with an 
approximate number far costs but what we include is the 
depreci at i o n. If use a hundr e d thousand miles as a useful 
life of a refuse truck, that in fact would be prorated to cnn y* 
up with what is allocated back to the Public Waite Department. 
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Mr. O'Conn or ; 


Are ve fair or whoever has the most political clout that we 
get — say the Fire lobbies you and gets five new fire trucks 
versus the Police five new vans Public Works, is there any* 
systsn now in place? 


Ms. A nder s en; 

If I may, based on ay knowledge of Public Wads they do keep 
a running track of the various equipment ttet they have and have 
a schedule to replace equipment so periodically e ve r y year when 
the budget c omes around vre have a seise of the equipment that 
needs to be replaced and any new equipment that needs to be 
purchased and repairs that need to be undertaken. 


Mr. O'Connor; 

Hew about worker's condensation now? 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

It has not been factored in the past and needs to be far 
you to have actual cost; it's a very iapartant point. 

Mr. Miranda: 


Over the last couple of years you've seen two theories. 
One theory is that if you b u dge t worker's a t a 

non-department level that there's an ab se nc e n p gp r n l s*h?i *t y ty 
the individual depaitmeuLs it's just the city wide cost. 
Another theory is that you should budget it within each 
department in which case it makes Ralph's dep artmen t that much 
more responsible far the cost. We tried that and that didn't 
wark out too well because for the most part besides a safety 
program and sene things we can do throughout the city his 
vrarker's r.mi[»-*nsaf ion costs is to seme extent * nv ra > ni-TT Vn*Kio »» 
He can't help it if people get hurt. And what we would do 
though is in fact as you say include wor ker 's rai^ tgafjrn as 
part of the cost of doing refuse, street resurfacing and so 
forth while w evaluate it with what we have done in the past 
with other cities. 


Mr. O'Connor: 


I disagree. Sane actions you can't help but sometimes 
there's a trend and this division has no accidents and another 
division has five. Maybe the foreman isn't training people or 
whatever. 
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Mr. Kraszewski: 


Bob, I don't think it matters if it's budgeted in your 
o pe rating b u dge t or not. It needs to be factored into what your 
task costs are. In the past it has been in the budget and other 
times it has been in somebody else's budget and that doesn't 
matter. What is the real cost of you doing business? Somehow 
that component has to be factored into your task and we do track 
tasks but it would not include items such as that. 


Mr. O'Co n no r ; 

If we do this and you are going to go out and cost — you're 
starting with your department now so then e v er y department will 
eventually get it. For this a mo unt of money that's not a lot of 
money. How many people are going to come in and really do 
something for this money? 


Ms. Anderson: 

There's a project team that is caning in fran New York 
given your approval today. There's also a group of people f ran 
the Pittsburgh office of Pete Marwick that would be involved. 
Ralph Kraszewski .has ccnmitted two or three of his staff people 
and there will be two people fran the Budget Office team to help 
work on this project. 


Mr. O'Co nn o r : 

Hew long will it take to — three months? 
Mr. Kraszewski: 

Yes. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

You are starting where? 

Mr. Kraszewski: 


We will start in Public Works with various prog ra ms that 
Rowan mentioned and we need to take a hard look at all of those 
costs and measurements and it is because of the position that 
Public Works is in new and because of seme of the work that has 
been done in this field that we can get a good price like this 
at this time. 
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Mr. O'Connor: 


I was in the Engineering and Cons tru c t ion taking a tour and 
they are computerizing every street, with e very water line and 
gas line and it msy take years to do it all. 


Mr. Kraszewski: 

We are working on that also. We have a p av em ent managanent 
system which we can get right nw and ve're working with the 
g eo g r a ph i c land base andwe're working with the PASTS projects 
too with Public Wades and te're tying into all of this; it's 
necessary. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

Is it ever going to be on a ce np u te r where the routes of 
trucks, the o vertime ? 


Mr. Kraszewski: 

That is the intent to be used far routing. Right row the 
cost and overtime payroll factors are not Eluded in that but 
the whole intent is to be able to push buttons, get a map of 
your route, your creeping route, your snow route, your traffic 
systsn and there is no reason why later that it couldn't be 
linked with other payroll and cost infamation. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Do you have such o vert i me in your department? 


Yes, « do. Again it depe nds on m o th er nature. The last 
year was good, the year before it was terrible. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Bo* about on a regular basis? 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

We do our best to plan to do as much regular timo as 
possible. There are certain events such as the Marathon which 
just occurred which was on a Saturday or a Sunday and people 
aren't regularly scheduled to work so it's almost all over time 
bit barring that ve try to plan all of our other work around 
regular schedules. 


812 



Hr. O'Connor: 


We s u pport the Marathon but are we ever going to get a 
handle on what it cost? I have seen the Reg a t ta , the M a r ath on 
and our people do a great job but I wonder if we ever know what 
it costs? 


Again, we have a tracking syston. It's good but not good 
enough and it needs to be in pr o ved . We need to tie in all the 
costs. We were basically servi ce oriented before, conc er ned 
about effective of service such as the J fara thon and now we have 
to be conce rned where every dollar goes. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

After the three months this is in place — again, I have 
heard it since I've started running for office, why isn't the 
Police Department on conputers? Eve ry body is in on ujinwitcio up 
in our offices but we don't do the real work. The real 
day-to-day stuff is done in the field. 


Let me talk about that. We have our Unisource Project 
which is really our financial acc ount ing information system 
project and there are ta*> components to that. One is designing 
the a c c ounti ng system, how invoices get fed in and how payroll 
is done, how our human resources are managed, etc. The second 
ce mponent is the technology for that which includes rewiring the 
City-County Building, modernizing our corputer systems 
throughout the city. 1 think it will take up to about three 
years to get the City fully modernized but we have two 
ca nponent s. Mayor Murphy has said that his top priority in - 
terms of modernizing computer systems is in the area of police. 
He wants police modernized, he wants it done within the next 
year or year and one-half so we have a criminal justice system 
project that Steve Schmitt very shortly will cane to you to talk 
about it. We are trying to get gr ant funding for a lot of it so 
that's going on. Then there's the second city wide c aipuu ent of 
modernizing technology throughout the rest of our areas whi ch 
would include our revenu e collection area such as the Finance 
Department, our EMS billing and so forth so those projects Are 
continuing. So ve are very serious about modernizing our city 
but the question is to modernize we need capital budget money 
and we want to phase it in over a three-year period which we 
think is pretty reasonable but we're happy with what CIS has 
done in a one-year period. 
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Mr. O'Connor; 

I uiderstand they have a nev com p u ter system and 
te ch nologyr you have a good point though. The police and 
revenue collections and I don't know what would cans first maybe 
revenue collections at this time. Why aren't we doing them 
first instead of Public Wade? 


Mr. Miranda: 

I don't want to mix apples and or an ge s . Modernizing police 
and the r e venu e collection systsn is not the same idea of 
getting a cost of service. It is a little bit differe nt . 

Mr. O'C onnor : 

I see your point. 

Mr. Miranfc: 

They are not nutually exclusive. 

Mr. O'Oannor: 


I'd rather even revenue collections. When would it be 
ocnpjterized like the parking industry which I know vre are 
missing lots of money? 


Mr. Miranda: 

We have done a couple of studies on revenue collection which 
I can pass on to you and frankly it is moving f or wa rd with our 
modernization of the accounting systsn because again revenue is 
really acco u nts receivable in teems of pr ivate business so it's 
being done. 

Mr. O'Conn o r: 

One tough question. Is this a goal to eliminate jobs? If 
we hire these people do you see it as eliminating jobs? 

Mr. Kraszewski: 

This is to give us the in f or mat i o n we need to do a b ett er 
job in managing our monies and preparings our b u dge t s and 
getting the job done. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I see it as — there are two opportunities. Whether you 
cone in scale back and try to cut jobs or if you take it a more 
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positive way how to be m ore cost effective and deliver better 
services and it would be a better tool to use. 


Hr. Kraszewski: 


What's going to happen is that we are going to be given 
r^iiar anoonts too often and given the responsibility of the 
/ ^^ ,- a r r rr of the department. The infrastructure is growing older 
and requiring more work, the money is d ecre a s ing so it will be 
used to make decisions and it will help give us the 

psffpm-sai inf ormation in a timely ma nner to do that because 
those nhaiim g es are here today and they will be here tcuctrrcw. 

Mr. 0'Co nn or: 

I will s up port this with the idea it's going in and trying 
to increase our pr odu c tivity. 


Mr. Kraszewski: 


Absolutely. 


Mr. 0'Connor: 

Deliver better services to our residents. 


Where to spend the money. What are you getting far your 
dollars spen t and where should you be spen d in g it and what do 
you do about it? 

Mr. O'Co n nor; 

'The last question I have. If you have this and we're 
talking about computers, there are hundreds of interns out there 
that go to CffiJ or Pitt — do you see hiring a lot of them onoe 
this thing is in place, getting this thing? How do we get 
these things in fast? 


Mr. Miranda: 


You're right. We have been using interns in the area of 
police technology in particular. We have used people from CMU 
and that's worked out very \rel1 and will be doing that in the 
case of Public Works as well because there's a line item in 
there for research assistants and he's used than on the 
Wayf inders Sign Program and we have done very well there so we 
will be using than to the extent that vre need data collection 
and so forth and it makes the consultant that much cheaper and 
so we've assumed that in the price that received it. 
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Mr. O' Co nnor : 


I will be voting far it under the idea that it's going to 
help air services and increase productivity and not cut. 

Mr. Miranda: 

We will case back to you at the end of a three-month pgrioH 
and update you on our progress. We can meet with you 
individually or discuss it at table. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Fran what I u n d er stand having spoken at another meeting 
prior to the standing session here I'm very s upport ive if I 
understand correctly what this hopes to be and I realize we are 
in the beginning of a long process and part of the p r o nps m to 
some extent in addition to the yearly lire item budget* both 
salary and non-salary I think what the Akuinistration is 
proposing is that a longer range we would have of a separate 
laidget paralleling that, that actually talks about the actual 
costof activities by department or by function, which I 
support. But I think clearly in ord er for that to cane about 
and be productive I think really sort of on both sides of the 
aisle need to be tied into the process because regardless of 
**hat the Aininistratian sends over ultimately Council is the one 
who fo r nnl ates the tudget. So I think we have to be on the nain 
when it c ourts to how we're going to redefine both 
methodology and what the work pr o du cts are going to be in the 
future as veil the pibl i r is entitled to have these ■ > r t «e and 
have input into the Council proceedings an the budget. So I 
vaald like to see sane kind of a working task f orc e established 
that's broader than just administration and certainly Mr. Keller 
should be a part of it and other clerk staff and cnmni 
Certainly Finance Chairman Cnorato and others may want to 
partici p a t e but I think we n eed a hands an working ymp and you 
haven't really discussed it but obviously this very nuch would 
tie in to what the actual so f t ware systans will be far the 
earlier $10 m illion cannitment we've made on reinventing the 
whole i nf o r ma t i on ocmpiter systans operations throughout the 
city govemnent and I want to make sure that it's going to be 
releva nt a nd relative to the latter and not have another kind of 
an informa tion data base that's not going to be practically tied 
in to whatever the new configuration of ccnputer i nf n rimat 4 
systans are going to be and somehow there has to be a linkage 
there too and I'm not sure what that link is necessarily because 
I don t know if CIS who has been coor rii nat jj tg the 
project is tied in sane way to this. There needs tobe kind of 
a cross discipline task force. 
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Mr. Kraszewski: 


Public Works is working with CIS and that's one of the 
wonderful things about the way the City is currently working. 
You have various team projects, principles fi rm each department 
concerned so ttet while we are working on all these projects 
there is a compatibility and a tie-in because ultimately that 
has to happen and I'm aafrisfied with the crnromication. 


Mr. Ferlo: 


•This resolution is for $89,000.00 and this would be 
operating dollars of the city budget but the actual costs are 
being shared and are double this and the other portion is being 
were paid by £W5A? 


Mr. Mirancb: 

Yeah. About a third of this — 

Mr. Ferlo: 

— what is the total cost of the project or contra ct? 
Mr. Miranda: 

It's $89,000.00. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I thought you said this 89 is being matched by the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority. 


Mr. Miranda: 

Ho. They will pay for one third of this. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

So if PWSA is paying one third of this projected $89,000.00 
so the 89 is the total cost. 


Mr. Miranda: 

Right. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I am not a big fan of Peat Marwick and as far as I'm 
concerned they've worn out their welcome. They have taken 
advantage of us and ve're locked into a multi-year and I really 
wuld like to see you go through a professional service contract 
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review. Any nunfopr of major audit firms do ABC activities. 
Maybe Beat Marwick can tout their r ec ent experience in 
Indianapolis but I don't think they have a monopoly necessarily 
on p e r fo r m ing this type of fun ctio n . I don't know if you 
investigated or reviewed or interviewed other major acco unt ing 
firms nationally who have this exper t ise and have a track 
r ecord. I don't know if it would mean anything diff erent ly in 
terms of the cost but is there sane other reason why we 
necessarily have to do business with Peat Marwick, it hasn't 
been explained to me. 


Mr. Miranda: 


We're doing business with than because the Administration 
is comfortable with doing business with them. Obey have been 
here long before this Adninistration came along. You're right, 

I noticed scrap tension between you and that firm last year 
during the release of the audit results but Peat Marwick is a 
very big firm and they have the number one governmental services 
practice in the c ountry . We are tracking with groups out of 
Indianapolis and New York, there are sane local components 
involved but at this point we don't want to begin a relationship 
fran a suspicious basis and tre are very c o mfort able with than 
and I will try to address your co n c ern s the best I can but they 
are the number one in this tec h nology as the letter I sent you. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

I felt over the years they have a tahe-it-for granted . 
relationship with us and there are a lot of other firms and 
others that would like to engage in public sector work with the 
City. I am not con vi nced that others don't have other exper t ise 
and maybe they trauld give us a better cost and maybe they would 
have a broader sp ec tr um of experience, I don't know that. 


Mr. Miranda: 

We do engage others. We use Delqyd and TOuche at the URA, 
we use Ernst and Young for collection studies and we have used 
other firms. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

One other r e s er va tion I have about this — what the goal is 
to use this several- mont h pilot p rogr am and all of the work 
products as the basis for your own in-house training and 
expansion of your own capabilities to do this in other 
departments and for that reason I disagree with only using one 
department, DW. I think you are going to get a better work 
product and a more analytical work prod u ct if you take 
activities in several depa r t m e nt s as opposed to one department. 
For instance I vrould definitely do Purchasing and General 
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Services. I would definitely do ney b e the Construction Division 
in DPW. I know you picked on just a few. I would definitely 
pick something in Public Safety, either EBI or the Police in 
tpi ms of a iniifepr of issues that we reviewed. I just feel in 
terns of what the system actually needs to look like as the end 
work p ro duc t tying into the inf aeration software that would be 
needed ccnputer-wise, I feel you'll get a broader — again, 1 
don't know this for a fact but ny perception is that you'd get a 
broader kind of s pec tr um of what the diff er e nt issues are that 
you need to look like as you eventually develop s o ftw are of 
define new systans as oppo s ed to looking in one department 
albeit four di fferent functions. 


Mr. Kraszewski: 


One of the advantages we'll have though by doing it this 
way is that we will have at least one department completely done 
and have sane major bureaus in the Department of Public Works 

as it happens to be and we will have at least that one. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

It won't be done — 


Mr. Kraszewski: 

— the rec r eation isn't there but the parks maintenance is 
there, the refuse collection is there, the streets are there, 
the streets and parks combined are there. It is not the whole 
city t*it given the amount of money you're dealing with here — 

Mr. Ferlo: 

— let he ask you this because I have been here s e v en years 
and I repeatedly lobbied to try to have implemented a n u mbe r of 
recannendatians that the Co n t r oller's Office has considered and 
has reiterated to this Council regarding purchasing and we have 
had a lot of discussion at this table on the issue of 
purchasing, hew much it costs to do things, late payme nt to 
v endors, just the dysfunction and the inefficiencies and I would 
strongly suggest that if there's any possibility that another 
subject matter be added to that if it's possible without adding 
to the cost or the headaches but I would ask that you think 
about it or this task force gives consideration to that. 

The Chair: 

I think it's long overview and I'm glad we are heading in 
this direction. If anyone has read or studies the experience it 
has been very successful and the reason that I s u ppo rt it that 
I ndianap olis has shewn that the unions have compe titively bid 
and won the jabs within the departments and speaking as Mr. 
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Ricciardi said with sene of the local union officials here who 
are interested in doing this and believe they can be ccnpetitive 
and keep the jobs, this is not the privatization fear that we 
all hear where we are going to gut all unions and bring in the 
nrinimim wage jobs, that is not what it is and we should sake 
that clear today. All this is is Baking sure that we control 
the cost and that by doing a ccnpetitive environm ent you are 
always ^>ing to be sake sure that you're catting cos ts and 
you're keeping the best work f arce caning forward and at the 
same tine paying the least possible and unions can't ccupete and 
have competed and can win the jobs and I want to s tr e ss that 
point. The only disagreement that I have and I s tresse d this 
yesterday with Mr. Miranda is that hopefully in the future if 
anyt hing lik e this canes forward, we look to the foundations and 
the cor p orate canmnities to help fund these types of projects. 

I will vote far this today as a one-tine shot and we're 
going to train our fa rces to hopefully move forward but in the 
future if we do need additional money hopefully we can look to 
the foundations. 

(END OF OCMfiROS) 

PREPARED BT: MAR? ANTE HR U SK A 

STENCHYPE REP ORT ER * 
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(BEGINNING - NR. FEKDD'S COMMENTS ON RTTI, NO. 1928, WEDNESDSTj 
MAT 10, 1995) 

Nr. Perlo: 


Director, I did vote in the past far this and 1 will vote 
again far this. Can you clarify so mething? Are you going to 
target similar to s tie e t face in a concentrated area to have a 
specific impact with facades or is this open and available to 
any particular pr op er t y owner regardless of the business 
in Downtown? 


Mr , Birru: 


It's mare ar less like we have on Penn Avenue so it will be 


Hade available to those buildings that require 


Hr. Ferlo: 


If we axe going to spend all this money and have this big 
emphasis an the Fifth Avenue/Forbes retail c orridor , wouldn't it 
be relevant to think about seme conc e n trat i on in teams of having 
an impact. Because if one of the Fifth Avenue folks froc 
Staithfield to Wood or l&rket fixes up — wouldn't it be good to 
have a high inpact and maybe target the ap pli ca t i on ? 


Mr. Birru: 

you're right. Our main focus is to mate it like Wood and 
Forbes but because of road c on s truc tion that will be taking 
place which will include sidewalks as vrell as the road we 
thought probably it should be a program when the roads are ready 
to be built. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I don't want to see all of the money spent in a shotgun 
approach and then once you make a concerted effort after the 
construction of the roadway then there's not money available far 
the property earners to do it. 

Mr. Birru: 

We will irate money available in the future. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Is someone knocking on every door and marketing this as 
apposed to waiting for somebody to come to you? Scmebody needs 
to go block and lot number and speak with respective pr o perty 
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cwners and let than know about this prixjrju and try to have an 
impact along the Fifth corridor. 

Hr. Birru: 


Right. We have a staff Iranijex in the comunity development 
department as veil as an architect that knocks on doors and 
des c r ib es the programs and how the facade program can help than. 
It has been very effective on Penn Avenue and I'm sure it will 
be on Liberty Avenue. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

In closing and may be I'll be ruled this is irre l e vant but 
I'd like to ask it while you have it because it has to do with 
the UDAG. As know the UDAG ended a good fr-imp ago, it's no 
long er a f e der al block grant that canes to the city far nejar 
development. The TXfiG built the Vista Hotel, Parkway Center, a 
part of PPG and a whole host of other major development 
tooxtooi. Hcwever, sy tmdwrstanfling and may b e you could rm nan ^ 
an this, is that despite the fact that UDAG encfed, there was 
still and I want to know if this is true or if we legally have 
the o bligated f unds — that there was still either a $5 million 
UDAG caanitmEne left from HUD that has been hanging in the 
Twilight Zone for the Mellon Project. If that is the case wfry 
can't we take that money back and redirect it? I'd like to take 
that money back and do something to keep the department stare 
Dcwntcxfln or ary nunfcer of other things that are uuch note on the 
lvtvei. righ t new as opposed waiting for Gadoh or waiting for the 
City Centre to happen and I don't think it's going to happen. 

Mr. Birru: 

The good news is the money is available and we track it 
every month with HUD. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Does it cane back to this Council for input on the 
re-authorization of that money? 

Mr. Birru: 

ttiat's right. There is $5 million. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Is that $5 million in local HUD or in the region or is it 
part of a recision? Is that money going to be affected by any 
recisian efforts? J 


822 



Mr. Birru: 


It could be affected. 


Mr. Ferlo: 


Biat # s mr*-**"- reason. Let's take the money and run before 
Newt n-t ngrnoh gets his hands on it. We should take that money 
now <=inniar to what the earned money and with the Broad he ad 
Manor money. 


Mr. Birru: 

You're preaching the choir. We are irarketing the fund to 
every potential developer in town. One is an office building 
potentially to be built in the cultural district area and so an. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Why can't it be used to expand the Convention Center? 

Mr. Birru: 

We must have a real project and there is no real project 
right now. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Let's make a real project. We have $60 million we fun ded. 

I gave up all this revenue far restoring paries in my district 
because I believed in the econom i c development fund. We have 
that cm nanic development and it was supposed to be matched by 
the private sector. We have other reso ur ces that the County 
Camnissioners have and now we have this $5 mill i on DBG twilight 
zone that can be recaptured and I'm really perplexed. 


Mr. Birru: 


Easier said than done. We market several projects in the 
Downtown area and until the project is right we can't go to HOD. 

We have an few projects in the plan,, we have offered 
availability of TJDRG money which has been a good incentive. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I agree with you. When you're interacting with the private 
sector it gets complicated in the banking connunity. I'm 
talking about a public sector project involving the Convention 
Center. 
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Mr. Bixru: 


It can't be used far the Convention Center, it has to be 
used far a cxniuen.ial building. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Fine. Let's let a private sector pe r son run a convention, 
center next door to the Convention Center and tied it in. It 
doesn't have to be — the Mayor is canoitted to reinventing 
govemnent. who says the Public Auditorium Aut horit y has a 
monopoly on running an efficient building? 


Mr. Birru: 

The UDAG can be used in a very, very similar project 
c o mpar ed to the City Centres so it has to be a combination of 
retail and office buildings. That is a ruling of HDD and we 
can't make exception to that. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I really think we need a separate on this whole 

issue b ec au se I"think it's a tragedy if we lose that money 
becaus e we haven't been able to move an it. 


Mr. Birru: 

We have been tracking it and we have severed from the 
decision several times. In ny experience there has been no 
project that's close to maturity. We have offered it to one 
potential development but I can't dearrib* it rig ht now. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I'd like to suggest have a separate meeting on this. 
The Chair: 

Ary other discussion? All in favor? Opposed? The eyes 
have it. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HRUSKA 
STENOTYPE REPORTER 
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(BEGINNING - MESSRS, EERDO AND CNORMD'S CCMENTS CN BTU> NO. 
1923, WEENESDK5T, MET 10, 1995) 

Mr. Berio: 

Director, relative to this resolution which I s u ppor t , 
whatever happesied to our pedestrian bridge over the Boulevard of 
Allies at Duquesne? Why didn't we get money back from ins u rance 
and why isn't that rebuilt? 

Mr. Reginella: 

Believe it or not I got a phone call from saoeane at 
Duquesne who was not able to take the call and I will return the 
call as soon as I get back to ny office but PennDOT has been 
ready to reinstall and re-erect that b ridg e provided that 
PennDOT can find grmar»n c> to assume the Tespo ngibilities of 
ownership and future maintenance. That smFnnp can either be 
the City or Duquesne Uni v er s ity. My sense is that Duquesne 
University is willing to assume those responsibilities. 


Mr. Berio: 

Keep us inf e arned because it has been several years now and 
it's an impor t ant way for a number of people to get fr o m the 
neighborhood as veil as Duquesne up to Oakland and out the 
Parkway. 


Mr. Reginella: 


In discussions I had prior with District Engineer Henry 
Nutbrown he i n di c a ted to me that he had word fran the Secret ary 
of Transportation that yes, PennDOT was willing to put the 
bridge back up provided saoeane would own it. 


Mr. Berio: 

We should be the owner of last re so r t . 
Mr. Reginella: 

That is ny sense. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Thank you. 
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The Chair: 


On this particular bill, when can tell the residents of 
the Narthside the anticipated date of coqpletion of this bridge? 

Hr. Reginella: 

We are sane tine away fran ccnpletian of the actual 
structure. This bill is raiarigri because PennDOT has indiratpH 
that they are not willing to initiate a design effort unless 
they have an agreenent with the City with regard to future 
maintenance and ownership responsibilities. So there are ir> 
monies involved as you can see with this hill. It is only far 
the purpose of allowing the City to enter into such an agreement 
with PennDOT and will do that as soon as the legislation 
b ecane s e ffe ctive. 

The Chair: 

Are tre going to build the Duquesne Bri dge over the 
Boulevard of the Allies b ef ore this gets built? 

Mr. Reginella: 

I'm not sure. I have a set of drawings here that had been 
prepared by PennDOT and I don't know how close they are to 
finalizing these drawings but it was my understanding that the 
design work for the bridge over Boulevard of the Allies has been 
completed so as so on as an agreement is reached t h m * i believe 
that PennDOT is ready to m o v e with that. 

The Chair: 

What I don't understand is that this highway is several 
years old new before I was even on Council. I sat here when 
that bridge was hit and taken down and is being built and I 
don't have to e duca te anyone here at this table how dangerous 28 
is. We have three or four fatalities a year and we have 
hundreds of kids crossing the highway to go to Sarah Heinz 
House. That PennDOT project was obtrusive to the Narthside, it 
destroyed a lot of the Norths ide and they created this death 
trap with this off ramp and yet I'm hearing there's no design. 

I heard there was originally a design when they did this arri it 
vras shelved. I don't think the City should approve any thing 
fran PennDOT until they finish that bridge. The residents have 
been asking and asking for this. 


Mr. Reginella: 


It's a matter of priorities but PennDOT will not move until 
they have a guarantee fran the City that we will take over the 
naintenance. 
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Die Chair: 


Why are they going to build that there without a 
camutzEnt? 

Mr. Reganella: 

As was saying, if Duquesne Uni v er s ity is willing to assume 
those responsibilities then ve may go that route. 

Die Chair: 

Why VTOllldn't the City asgnrn* r iagpririgih-i 1 it y? 

Mr. Reginella: 

I'm not sure that we have any good and valid reasons why we 
would not assume those responsi biliti es hat it goes back to 
everything that you own is costly to maintain. 

Die Chair: 

You are trying to argue far FennDCT to awn it? 


Mr. Reginella: 


No, PennDOT will not do that. It's either the City or 
Duquesne University. 

Die Chair: 

I'm talking about the Nocrthside bridge. 

Mr. Reginella: 

No, PennDOT will not own it. 

Die Chair; 

It is not an option. 

Mr. Reginella: 

Exactly. 

Die Chair: 


If it's not an option then I don't understand what we're 
waiting for. 
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Mr. Reginella: 


The legislation that I'm here for. 


The Chair: 

I don't understand why it's going to take so long. 

Hr. Reginella: 

Your point is well taken. Back in the early '90's we were 
jxxcsuing this particular project and far whatever reasons the 
daoand far it went away and so the — 

The Chair: 

— the deman d or the political clout? 

Mr. Reginella: 

I don't taw. No one was screaming or calling for it and 
PennDOT w as sincerely hoping that they would not have to 
reconstruct this structure because it's going to cost FenhDOT a 
significant amo unt of money to do this. 

When the appreciate when the request far the bridge 
roagpeared recently, PennDOT said they would do it but the City 
needed to guarantee to them that ve were going to maintain it 
and that's what we're doing now. 

The Chair: 

% don't send a m ess ag e to PennDOT that this is the 
number one priority to get this built. 

Mr. Reginella: 

That's fine. 


The Chair: 

T hey a l ready gutted the Narthside three times with highways 
to get people out of the city and you'd think in return they'd 
at least give us a bridge for the kids an the Narthside. I 
believe it's only a matter of time before a child is seriously 
injured or killed or the highway crossing 28, it's a disgrace. 
The mistake that PennDOT made is they built the footbridge over 
East Street to an area where there's no hones and that does not 
get used and they're using that as a reasoning not to build this 
footbridge. They are apples and oranges. That footbridge 
across the expressway isn't even near the Sarah Heinz House and 
it does not get used and it shouldn't have been built. 'Phi* 
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bridge should have been built and I 'm going to ask my colleagues 
befotre ve appr o ve any other projects in the weeks to cone for 
PennDOT bridges that this gets built first because it las been 
at least seven years. 

Mr. Reginella: 

I'm not sure that in terms of the monies or efforts that 
this particular stru c tu re is coapeting with the one over the 
Boulevard of the Allies/ I'm not sure that is the case. It's 
just a matter of getting the construction documents finalized. 

Hie Chair: 

I don't u nd erst and why we can speed the p roce ss up because 
the University says that they'll take care of it. If we're 
going to take care of it PennDOT should not care as long as 
they're not liable. Wy can Duquesne's bridge be built that 
fast yet the Narthside bridge can't? I don't a good 
explanation. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

I believe in this instance unfortunately we have to be the 
provider of last r e so r t but I resent the fact that PennDOT 
designs and builds a major highway through an i n p ort ant 
neighborhood and all of a sudden the burden is an us to do 
traffic sigral izatinn. We had the same problem with the other 
additional exit that was needed for the Northside. This bridge 
should have been a part of the master plan relative to 279 in 
the first place so I don't want to be a road block but we're 
going to have to ante up and take the resp ongibi i it y for the 
bridge but I personally r e s en t and I think the State Legislature 
should resent that when there's a najor disruption an of a 
s udden same local municipal ity has to bear the burden. If that 
is their standard I can see where lots of traffic hazards might 
exist where smaller municipalities do not have the eoonouiic 
capability of taking responsibility for naintenance and 
ownership of a bridge and that's wrong. It is not a faiT policy 
tut what I don't understand now is following the approva l of 
this resolution what, actually happens prooedurally or in time 
wise? 


Mr. Reginella: 

Once this resolution is ap pro ve d we will enter into an 
agreement with PennDOT and it is in our legal department far 
review in so far as the language and terminology is concerned, 
responsibilities and what have you. As soon as that agreement 
is executed which I can't see it taking more than a few weeks, 
PennDOT will then initiate the ccnpletion of the design effort. 
You have to understand that even though it's a pectestrian 
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bridge, it's a bridge and you can can't co nstru c t it without the 
p rop er documents. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

How long will it take? 

Mr. Reginella: 

It's a small structure. I'd say maybe in a setter of six 
months or so. 

(AT miS TIME I WAS lEMPGRARmr RELIEVED BY HELEN L, KRIEBEL) 

(CONTINUED ON NEST PAS Wim MO LOSS OF CONTEXT) 

MARY ANNE HRU 5 KA 
SmCTXPE REP0R1ER 
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(CCKCINDED COMMENTS CN BUJ. NO. 1923))* 

Mr. Qnarato: 

On that issue, the meeting we were referring to 
on Troy Hill, if I am not mistaken, they said the design 
is completed. It was put on hold because of funding 
years ago. They already designed this bridge. 

Mr. Reginella: 

As I said, I do have a set of doaznerrts here, 
but they are not amjdete. I think there are sane other 
details that need to be worked out. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

That is what I an trying to understand, 

Mr. Chairman. Once this agreement is cansunneted, we 
ante up, take responsibility and the cooper a tion 
agreement is signed, at that point does BennDCT tell you 
as Director of Engineering and Cons tru c t ion for the city 
what a time fraua is going to be? 

Mr. Reginella: 


Yes. We can request a schedule from than. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

So at that point — we should know that in a 
few weeks? 

Mr. Reginella: 


Yes. 


Mr. Qnarato: 

One other point. 

Mr. Reginella: 

In* fact, that could be made part of the tgnns 
of the agreement. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Well, I think it should be; then can have 
something that is viable. 
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Mr. Gnarato: 

Here is ny fr ustra tion, in that the bigg est 
insult to the city and particularly to the North Side is 
hew fast we built the third lane when the suburbanites 
screamed; yet, this bridge sat, again not being built. 
Where did the m one y cane fran, the design cane fran, to 
build that third lane an 279? Obey screamed and I think 
within 12 mont hs we had a third lane built. 

This is now seven years. We should n e ve r have 
approved that project unless this was part of it. We 
should have said, "Fine. We will give the 
right-of-ways, we will give you the third lane, but the 
bridge is part of the deal.'" No one seems to be doing 
that. We should be doing that, tying into the project 
caning fran the Wabash Tunnel. "If you want to hock 
into iterioet Street, this is vdiat you want to do, 

PennDOT, finish the project an the North Side before you 
chop up another neighborh ood." That is all I eon asking. 

I guess w are o fferi ng to you, what do you 
want us to do to put the political pressure on PennDOT, 
Harrisburg, to pull this off? I knew the Mayor's office 
is behind us. 

Mr. Reginella: 

Here again, I am not of a mind that PennDOT is 
going to drag its feet once we execute the agreaoent. 


Mr. Onorato: 

They have. 

Mr. Reginella; 

I don't know that there are airy road blocks. 

It is just a ma t t er of taking some time to finalize the 
design before cons tr uction can be initiated. 

Mr. Berio: 

Because of the Liberty Tubes project, there was 
an indication that there are 14 or 15 projects that are 
going to go by the wayside, including sane on Route 28. 
Was this part of the things that are going to go by the 
wayside? 

Mr. Reginella: 

No, this was not. This was not under 
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nonsiriPTrai-ion to be eliminate £ran the funding because 
of that, of the Route 51 requirements. 

Hr. Qnorato: 

Gould you (bus a favor maybe by next vreek? 
Contact PennDQT and nay fae get a time frane from than, 
what they envision when this will h ap p en . 

Thank you. 

(END OF REMARKS) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 

Stenotype Reporter 
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consideration to be el inrijrate from the funding +***=*, is^ 
of that, of the Foote 51 requiranents. 

Mr. Qnorato: 

Could you do us a favor maybe by next week? 
Contact PennDOT and maybe get a time frcm than, 

what they envision when this will happen. 

Uiank you. 

(END CF REMARKS} 

transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel 
Stenotype Reporter 
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Christine Hetland, and we appreciate you 

coming to lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Dane. 


ONE-HUNDRED 
TWENTY-EIGHTH COUNCIL 

JIM FERLO-President 

LINDA M. JOHNSON-WASLER_City Clerk 

KURT J. SALAC-Asst. City Clerk 


Dane Hetland: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Tuesday, May 23,1995 


PRESENT: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O’Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 


The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you, Dane. 
Thank you, mom. Our City Clerk would 
like to give you the flag of our nation and 
the flag of our City. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 


The Chain 


Good morning, everyone. Would 
you all please rise for the Pledge of 
Allegiance and would you please remain 
s tanding for a moment of silent prayer so 
that we may have peace throughout the 
world. 

We are very pleased to have a 
young student here this morning, Dane 
Hetland; he is in the 2nd Grade; he goes to 
St. Mary’s of the Mount School; he is in 
Councilman Alan Hertzberg’s District, the 
2nd District His mom is here, Mrs. 


We have number of guests in the 
audience today, and at this time I would 
like to call on Council Members Cohen, 
Dan Cohen, and Councilwoman Valerie 
McDonald, who are jointly sponsoring a 
resolution. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Would the folks from the 
Heaitwood Bus please come up here. 
Come on around. 











Members of Council, members of 
the audience, it is my pleasure to present 
this proclamation with Councilwoman 
Valerie McDonald. 

Some of you may have heard about 
the Heartwood Bus, it being a creative bus, 
but I want to tell you that this is fer more 
than just a bus; this is a vehicle for 
instilling values, and we are going to show 
that to you this mo rning 


based stories to children on their way to 
school; and, 

WHEREAS, through a schoolbus 
provided by Pennsylvania Coach Lines, 
through grants procured by Mrs. Clark and 
Mrs. Levy from the Grable Foundation 
and BndgeBuilders Foundation, and 
through the efforts of an artist, several 
professional storytellers, and the 
cooperation of the school administration, 
the Heartwood Bus began to transport 
students to East Hills International Studies 
Academy in October, 1994. 


So, let me read the resolution, if I 

may: 


MR. COHEN AND MS. McDONALD 
PRESENT 


No. 1994 WHEREAS, the 
Heartwood Curriculum, developed by the 
founders of the Heartwood Institute, is an 
ethics and reading program which uses 
high quality multi-cultural children's 
literature to promote an understanding of 
the universal attributes of COURAGE, 

LOYALTY, justice, respect, hope! 

HONESTY, and LOVE; and. 


now* , THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends and thanfrg the 
developers of the Heartwood Curriculum, 
Eleanore N. Childs, Patricia Flach, 
Barbara Lanke and Pat Wood, and two 
schoolteachers, Barbara Clark P enny 
Levy, who had a great idea and the 
perseverance to carry it thro ugh’ and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
commends and thanks all the storytellers, 
donors, administrators and all others who 
made the Heartwood Bus a reality for 
schoolchildren in the City of Pittsburgh. 


WHEREAS, approximately 400 
children, or 76% of the school population, 
currently take the school bus daily to East 
Hills International Studies Academy; and, 

WHEREAS, when Barbara Clark 
and Penny Levy, two teachers from East 
Hills International Studies Academy, 
discussed possible strategies for a creative 
and informative bus-ride-to-school 
experience, while they themselves were 
commuting to school, a marvelous idea 
was bom; and, 

WHEREAS, both Mrs. Clark and 
Mrs. Levy enthusiastically teach u-<Hug the 
Heartwood Curriculum; and, 

WHEREAS, Barbara Clark and 
Penny Levy incorporated the Heartwood 
philosophy as the basis for creatively 
outfitting a schoolbus with Heartwood 
appropriate designs, a speaker system and 
storytellers who would tell Heartwood 


Sponsored by Councilman Dan Cohen 
and 

Conndlwoman Valerie McDonald 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MS. McDONALD seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cohen: 

T h a nk you very much. We have 
here this morning Barbara Clark and 
Penny Levy, who thank you so much for 
coming up with this idea. I ran into 
Barbara Clark, was it at the Shadyside 
House Tour, I believe, and she pulled me 





aside and she said, you’ve got to hear 
about this bus; this bus is really neat 

Ms. Clark: 

Over in the livingroom of a lawyer 
from Reed, Smith. 

Mr. Cohen: 

There you go. There you go. We 
should have brought him down here. 

Ms. Clark: 

Mike is here today. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Great We have Mike Lowenstein 
from Reed, Smith. Thank you very much 
for being here, who is the Co-Founder and 
President - no, excuse me. I’m sorry. 
Mike Lowenstein is the attorney. We need 
the lawyers. Eleanore Childs - Eleanore, 
where are you? Thank you. — who is the 
Co-Founder and President of the 
Heartwood Institute. Thank you very 
much. We also have with us David 
Kaufman, who is the Coordinator. Thank 
you, David. And, Paul Levy, who is a 
Board Member of Heartwood Bus. And, 
we have two storytellers with us this 
morning, Temujin, thank you for being 
here — hold on for one moment — and Joe 
Healy, another storyteller. Thank you so 
much for being here. Now, did we forget 
anybody who came down this morning? 
Great. 

Well, let’s hear from 
Councilwoman Valerie McDonald, who I 
know is also excited about this venture, 
and then we would like to have our 


speakers, who are Barbara Clark and 
Penny Levy. Councilwoman. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you, Dan. I think this is a 
wonderful resolution to give. As you 
know, I am a little bias because both my 
kids graduated — well, two of the three of 
my kids graduated from East Hills, but 
Heartwood has been around and it is now 
replicated in, 1 would say, in most of the 
elementary school system right now. It is 
an excellent pro gr a m that does teach 
values. As much as we hear the garble 
about what we want; you know, this 
should come out of the home, and let me 
tell you something, there is some basic, 
good old-fashioned morals and values that 
are universal to mankind, and this is the 
type of morals and values that are taught 
through Heartwood. I am proud of the 
school and what they have done. 

Just a week or two ago we gave a 
resolution for conflict mediation to, what 
was it, Brashear? Who gave that? One of 
the Councilmen. Joe Cusick gave that 
And, I had said at that time that that came 
out of East Hills School, conflict 
mediation. So, congratulations to 
everyone, and I am not going to belabor 
the point, I want to hear from you all. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Barbara Clark, Penny Levy, come 
on up here, if you would. Congratulations 
on this wonderful idea and implementing 
this idea, and I want to present you with a 
resolution from City Council. 
Congratulations. 





Ms. Clark: 

Thank you. The proclamation has 
inspired us to become more dedicated to 
the caring of children, of all children in 
today’s world. We celebrate diversity and 
we realize that it takes a village to raise a 
child. Thank you. 

Ms. Levy: 

Thank you. I am very proud to be 
part of this City wide effort to help the 
children of Pittsburgh, and one of the 
things Barbara and I learned by waiting at 
those school bus stops, sometimes on very 
cold mornings, was the effort that the 
parents, grandparents, that the school 
crossing guards have made to help 
children on their way to school and help 
them get off to a good day, and my hope is 
that every child in the City of Pittsburgh 
will get a chance to ride the Heartwood 
Bus. Thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you very much, and I think 
we are going to hear a story, unless we 
have any other speakers? 

Before we bring Temujin up here, I 
want to personally thank C. J. Liss from 
my office who put together this resolution 
and did a fantastic job and I think she 
really enjoyed the experience. 

So, Temujin, tell us a story, would 
you please. 

Temujin: 

I think we can do that 


Well, this is die second time I have 
had an opportunity to tell stories here at 
City Council, and I had one of the 
Councilmen tell me that there are better 
storytellers down here, but I don’t want to 
get into that right now. It’s a different 
type of story that gets told. 

But, this particular story is about 
an Emperor, who was rich and powerful 
and had everything that anyone could 
possibly want, and he wasn V happy. He 
wasn’t happy because he was sure that 
somewhere in the world there was a thing, 
one item that was the only thing like it 
anywhere in the world. Now, he wasn’t 
real sure of what it would be but he was 
sure he’d recognize it when he saw it 
because he was the Emperor which made 
him smarter than everybody else. Well, 
that wasn’t true, but that’s what he 
thought. 

And, so people began to come from 
dll over the world bring all sorts of things: 
They brought him short things and tall 
things and thin things and fat — well, they 
brought him all kinds of things and each 
and everything they brought him, he 
already had one or more of. 

And, one day there came a knock at 
the palace door and the guards opened the 
door and they looked out and there was a 
young girl, and the guards looked at the 
girl and said, "Yes, what do you want?’’ 
She said, "Well, I have the thing that the 
Emperor is looking for. ” And, the guard 
said, "You, a girl? Get real, how could 
you possibly have what the Emperor 
wants?” And, the girl said, "Well, you’ve 
let other people come here from all over 
the world, why won’t you let me try? 
What do you have to lose? If 1 don’t have 
it, well, what difference will it make, but if 


1 do have it, then everyone *s going to be 

very happy, especially the Emperor . " 

So, they took her in to see the 
Emperor, who stepped down from his 
throne; he walked around the girl; he 
picked her up and moved her to the right, 
he picked her up and moved her to the left, 
he didn 'f see a thing: He said, “Where is 
this thing that you say you have that is the 
only thing like it anywhere in the world?" 
And, the girl looked at the Emperor and 
said, “Me, 1 am the only person exactly 
like me anywhere in the world; I know 
other children as tall as me, I know other 
children as old as me, I know six girls with 
the same name as mine, but nowhere in 
this world or any other is there anyone 
exactly as 1 am, ” 

And, the truth of her words touched 
him right in his heart and a big tear rolled 
down his cheek He called in the royal 
carpenters and had them build a throne 
right next to his, exactly like his and there 
she sat and helped him to rule the empire 
until the day that he died, and when he 
was dead and gone she ruled in his place. 
And, those were the happiest days that 
China had ever known. 

Now, I tell that story because it 
says something very important 
Sometimes we not quite so young children 
forget, and sometimes the younger 
children have not as yet been told that it 
doesn’t matter whether you’re young or 
not quite so young, tall or not quite so tall, 
each and every one of us, no matter who 
we are, what we do, what we look like or 
where we come from, are all special, 
unique, one of a kind, without duplicate in 
all of the world which makes all of us very 
precious because no one dreams the 
dreams you dream but you, no one thinks 


the thoughts you think but you. So, 

one of us brings into this world a special 
contribution that makes the place a richer 
and makes me happy because of that 
And, that is the story of the Emperor who 
wanted “the” only thing like itself 
anywhere in the world. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, I just want to thank you for 
bringing everybody down. I was one of 
the first people on that bus. My son goes 
to East Hills and we were at the stop, and 
it is a fantastic thing you do, I know, the 
storytellers. My son is graduating from 
East Hills this year and I’m going to be 
sorry he left because Ms. Clark and the 
teachers have done a wonderful job and I 
just want tO thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you all and keep up the 
good work. 

Councilwoman Valerie McDonald 
has a number of guests in the audience. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Would all parties of the Billy 
Strayhom Chapter of the Duke Ellington 
Society please come forward to receive a 
resolution. 




The Chair: 

What’s up, Daryl, how are you 
doing; how have you been? 

Mr. Daryl Strayhorn: 

How are you. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Daryl is politicking. Stop it 

I shall read the resolution: 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 1995 WHEREAS, The Billy 
Strayhorn Chapter of the Duke Ellingt on 
Society will host Ellington ‘95, the 13th 
Annu al International Conference on the 
life and music of Duke Ellington; and, 

WHEREAS, From May 24th 
through May 28th, 1995, the conference 
will be headquarted at the Pittsburgh 
Hilton Hotel and Towers, with delegates 
from 16 countries and 34 states in 
attendance; and, 

WHEREAS, This years conference 
is dedicated to the memory of Pittsburgher 
Wiliam Thomas Strayhorn, better known 
to us as “Billy Strayhorn; and, 

WHEREAS, Billy Strayhorn was 
raised in Pittsburgh and graduated from 
Westinghouse High School. Billy 
received extensive training in music and 
became a lyricist, arranger, and composer, 
as well as a pianist; and, 

WHEREAS, Billy Strayhorn met 
Duke Ellington at the Stanley Theatre in 
Pittsburgh and the two of them began a 
collaboration that endured for nearly three 


decades, and created more tfan 200 
compositions and arrangements; and, 

WHEREAS, Among Billy 
Strayhom’s many compositions are such 
standards as Take the “A” Train, Lust 
Life, Something To Live For, Day Dream 
and Blood Count, just to name a few. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council in the City 
of Pittsburgh gives recognition to the 
legacy of music left behind by the l ate 
great Billy Strayhorn; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares the week of May 24th through 
May 28th, 1995 as Billy Strayhorn Week 
in the City of Pittsburgh 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

This has been in the works for how 
long? I mean this has been p lanne d this 
whole conference for many — what, many 
months? About a year? 

Mr. Daryl Strayhorn: 

About a year now. 

Ms. McDonald: 

And, when Daryl Strayhorn had 
informed me of this event, I was excited 
because I didn’t know tha t hie fami ly was 
involved in this and that Duke Ellington 


and the whole nine yards; I was just 
impressed. So, I am very honored to give 
this resolution. I will be participating in 
the conference. Sixteen countries, 1 didn't 
know that That's a big conference. And, 
I would hope that my colleagues and 
whoever is listening in the audience or on 
T. V. would visit and at least give a phone 
call, find out when you can go down there. 
There are many events happening, and I 
think that they are well worth the time and 
the effort to get Downtown. 

And, it is not just going to be 
Downtown, they will be in local areas, 
such as the East Liberty area. So, there's 
going to be events, get on down there and 
experience it I think that to be able to 
understand what a great legacy Pittsburgh 
has and Billy Strayhom. And, I will 
present this to Lilly Strayhom, and I want 
her to say a few words. 

Ms. Strayhorn: 

Even though I’ve been a resident of 
New York City for the past 30 years - 35 
years, I think. I’ve never really felt like a 
New Yorker, I’ve always been a loyal 
Pennsylvanian. And, now more so than 
ever I’ve never felt prouder to be a product 
of Pennsylvania than I do at this particular 
moment Thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Daryl Strayhom: 

I just want to thank the Council 
and thank Valerie McDonald, and I hope 
on Saturday that all of you will come out 
to Westinghouse High School for the 
submitting of a marker that will stand in 


front of Westinghouse High School to 
remind children of Westinghouse High 
School what they can do if they would just 
get an education and follow their dreams. 

I thank you very much. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Daryl. Thank you for 
your hard work. Congratulations. 

We have a number of young 
people. At this time I would like to invite 
Counc ilman Bob O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Will Judy Johnson and Coach 
Flynn, Waronsky and Edmonds come up 
please from Allderdice. 

While they are coming up, we had 
a — I was at a banquet last night that 
Councilman Hertzberg invited us and 
participated with the YMCA and there 
were over 300 student athletes and it was a 
credit to all of Western Pennsylvania, but 
we had quite a few from the City there. 
That shows what outstanding athletes we 
do have in the City. 

But, I have one proclamation for 
the Principal Judy Johnson and then we 
have one for each team. And, I will read it 
to you first, Judy. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1996 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the following six 
Taylor Allderdice High School teams have 
excelled in their sports this past fall, 
winning the City League Championships: 





Boys' Soccer Team Coach Dennis 
WaronskyGirls’ Soccer Team Coach 
Chris EdmondsGirls’ Cross Country Team 
Coach Ed FlynnBoys’ Swim Team 
Coach Ed FlynnGiris’ Swim Team Coach 
Susan GrahamWrestling Team Coach 
Chris Edmonds 

WHEREAS, these teams have 
exemplified the kind of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the 
Allderaice Dragons can be proud, and 
which all Pittsburgh Public Schools can 
work to attain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate 
these Allderdice team g on their 
exceptional performance this year; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
thai the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare the week of May 22 
through May 26, 1995, to be "Allderaice 
Dragons Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 


Which motion prevailed. 


The Chain 


Congratulations. 


Mr. O’Connor; 


And, we will start with my favorite 
Principal. Judy Johnson. Congratulations. 
She does a great job. 


Ms. Johnson: 


Thank you. Councilman O’Connor. 
Thank you. City Council. A special 
thanks again, tho ugh, to Councilman 
O’Connor, who, by the way, on June 14th, 
at our graduation as an Alumnus of Taylor 
Allderdice High School, will be inducting 


this year’s graduating class into the Taylor 
Allderdice Alumni Association. 

I also would be remiss if I didn’t 
recognize Valerie McDonald, who served 
as President of the Board of Education and 
was very supportive to athletics in the 
City. 

Certainly athletics play a major 
role in what happens in schools, and I am 
very pleased that I have the opportunity to 
have students here today and especially 
their coaches, who, in feet, exemplify what 
I think school is all about; it’s about both 
learning to live with each other and 
learning to live well. Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you, Judy. We have a 
proclamation for each team, but I would 
like to just bring up the coach and you can 
bring up some of your players. 

And, Coach Sue Graham from the 
Girls’ Swimmers couldn’t be here, but will 
the Swim Team please come up. Judy, do 
you want to give them their - 

Mr. Flynn: 

Here, I’U do it 
Mr. O’Connor: 

Ed will. Come on up, ladies. I’m 
surprised, you have 29 swimmers. 

MR O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1997 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and. 


WHEREAS, the Allderdice Girls' 
Swim Team has excelled this past fa11, 
winning the City League Championship, 
and each of the following young athletes 
can be very proud of her part in this 
success: 

Andrea Arkin 
Beth Bandyk 
Mary Campbell 
McSwiggen 
Cathy Chase 
Angela Cheyne 
Milberg 
Sara Cole 
Melissa Glanz 
Glennen Greer 
Dani Guttridge 
Arlene Hanna 
Koepsel 
Sara Helfiich 
Nicole Karczewski 
Christen Kettler 
Andrea Kline 
Manager 

Jane Leo, Captain 

WHEREAS, this team has 
exemplified the kind of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the 
Allderdice Dragons can be proud, and 
which all Pittsburgh Public Schools can 
work to attain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate the 
Allderdice Girls’ Swim Team, under 
Coach Susan A. Graham, on its 
exceptional performance this year; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare the week of May 22 
through May 26, 1995, to be "Allderdice 
Dragons Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Flynn: 

Yes. There’s only one pool at the 
school. So, it is really a co-ed. program. 
We swim in lanes, not by sex but by 
ability levels. So, there’s a first lane, 
where boys and girls of somewhat equal 
ability try to swim together, and work our 
way down through all six lanes, and this 
year, counting boys and girls, we had over 
50 swimmers, which makes for a very, 
very crowded pool. 

The girls are up here, but let me 
individually introduce them, if I can find 
the slip. This is Senior Jane Leo. We also 
have Lauren Smith, who is up here. 
Andrea Arkin, who is also a membra- of 
the Soccer Team. Sara Helfrich, a Junior. 
Katie Schorling, a Sophomore, and also 
Kim Tomanio, who has been our Manager, 
score keeper, helper over the last four 
years. 

The girls this year won the 
Championship for I believe about the 25th 
time. They’ve won the Championship 
every year since Title Nine allowed 
women’s athletics to be part of the high 
school program. 

And, I would like to introduce to 
you right now Jane Leo to speak for the 
girls. 

Jane Leo: 

Well, first of all, I would like to 
thank Ms. Graham, who just joined us this 
year and she could not be here today, and 
also I would like to thank Mr. Flynn for all 


Dana Mahlab 
Azi Masalehdan 
Sarelle 

Rachel Mends 
Jessica 

Beth Nickel 
Brook Nola 
Keri Person 

Kim Reilly 
Emily Rook- 

Katie Schorling 
Lauren Smith 

Dena Stein 
Kim Tomanio, 






his efforts. He didn’t know anything 
about swimming when he started and he 
has really put forth a whole lot of effort 
and I appreciate it and he’s been a great 
friend to me. And, I would also like to 
thank City Council for having us down 
here; it means a lot to us to receive this 
award. Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Would Coach Ed Flynn come up. I 
know he’s the Track Coach for boys a nd 
girls. Cross-Country. Do you want to 
bring your players up. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1998 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allderdice Girls’ 
Cross-Country Team has excelled this past 
fell, winning the City League 
Championship, and each of the following 
young athletes can be very proud of her 
part in this success: 

Holly Uber Megan Holly 

Rachel Cherry Melissa Jeske 

Kate Goldhaber Allyson Pitt 

Jennifer Glosser Erin Dove 

Angela Cheyne Randy 

Aussenberg 

Jessica Howard Katherine 

Beatty 

SaraKegaxise 

WHEREAS, this team has 
exemplified the kind of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the 
Allderdice Dragons can be proud, and 
which all Pittsburgh Public Schools can 
work to attain 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 


of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate the 
Allderdice Girls’ Cross-County Team, 
under Coach Ed Flynn, on its exceptional 
performance this year, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare the week of May 22 
through May 26, 1995, to be "Allderdice 
Dragons Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Flynn: 

Thank you very much. As a 
resident of Point Breeze, in the 14th Ward, 
I recognize the importance of having both 
strong schools and the community support 
So, I really want to thank Council for 
inviting us down here to recognize the 
efforts of these athletes, student athletes. 

I also want to thank Bob Pajak 
from the Board of Education, the Athletic 
Director, and Kenny Amrick, our Athletic 
Director at the school, and Dr. Johnson, 
and especially the parents of the kids 
involved. 

Right now I would like to bring up 
the members of the Girls’ Cross-Country 
Team. We don’t have a Senior this year, 
'which goes real well for next year. And, 
Jenn Glosser, Holly Uber, Kate Goldhaber, 
Angela Cheyne, Jessica Howard, Sara 
Kegarise. I would like Jenn to say a few 
words; she is our most Senior runner this 
year. 


Jennifer Glosser: 

I would like to thank Coach Flynn 
because we really couldn’t have done it 
without him. I would also like recognize 
our Assistant Coach Ms. Pacitd, who 
couldn’t be here today, and also I would 
like to thank the team because we’ve 
really had fun this year and we worked our 
hardest and we hope to be City Champions 
again next year. I would like to recognize 
our two boys who went to States with the 
girls’ team, although their team didn’t win, 
Adam Tobias and Adam B illings ley 
Thank you. 

Mr. Flynn: 


and each of the llowing young athletes 

can be very proud of his part in this 
success: 

Noah Cox 
Andre Morris 
Abe Pasternak 
Nabil Curtis 
Anthony Williams 
George Risov 
Jason Meskanick 
Blackstock 
Che Atkinson 
Joe Stein 
Josh Pasternak 
Cliff Curtis 
John Zahorchak 


J. C. DePaolo 
Mike McBrien 
Chuck Wilson 
James Jackson 
Blake Hounshell 
Mark Pierce 
Oliver 

Jason Deleonardis 
William Johnson 
Justin Strong 
Lacey Hill 

Jade Pollard 


Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Ed, do you want to bring any boys 

up”* 

Mr. Flynn: 

No, they’re not here. They were 

second. 


WHEREAS, this team has 
exemplified the land of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the 
Alldermce Dragons can be proud, and 
which all Pittsburgh Public Schools can 
work to attain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate die 
Allderdice Wrestling T eam under 
Coaches Chris Edmonds, Don Nania and 
Sam Rosenborg and Manager April 
Hailstork, on its exceptional performance 
this year; and. 


Mr, O’Connor: 

And, Chris Edmonds, coaches 
wrestling and Girls’ Soccer. Come on up, 
Chris. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare the week of May 22 
through May 26, 1995, to be "Allderdice 
Dragons Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 


MR- O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 1999 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allderdice 
Wrestling Team has excelled this past fall, 
winning the City League Championship, 


MR- O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 




And, here’s one for wrestling, 

coach. 

Mr. Edmonds: 

At this time I will introduce the 
Boys’ Wrestling Team. We have Captain 
Mike McBrien, Captain Cliff Curtis, 
Senior James Jackson, Senior John 
Zahorchak, Anthony Williams, Lacey Hill, 
Mark Pierce, Justin Strong, and my light 
weight, at 103, Abe Pasternak, and Oliver 
Blackstock. 

This year was a very special year, 
being this was the first Wrestling Title at 
Taylor Allderdice. So, it really meant a lot 
being the first one, but at the same time we 
had a very unique season, meaning that we 
put together a group of individuals, and we 
talked about being from different ethnic 
groups, or whatever, but we have a 
gentlemen from every single neighborhood 
area that goes to Allderdice; that is, 
Lincoln Place, Squirrel Hill, East Hills, 
Homewood. Greenfield. And, did I leave 
anybody out? Point Breeze. And, I found 
that to be very unique because that is a 
mixture of different neighborhoods 
working together for a common cause, and 
in doing that I think that was one of the 
prime things that put us in a position to be 
a City Champion. This year we were 
undefeated, a 10 and 0 season. We have 
Mike McBrien, Cliff Curtis and James 
Jackson, who were all champions at their 
weight class, and Abe Pasternak and 
Oliver Blackstock and Lacey Hill, who 
placed second, and very well represented 
into the Regional Tournament, and I want 
to commend those gentlemen. 

Again, going on over our season. 
We had an opportunity to raise some 
money, and what we did in one of our 


instances, we collected food as an entrance 
fee to a mat ch. What we did then was take 
the food that we collected — and I’m sorry 
I can’t recall the amount — and took it to 
Homestead Rainbow Kitchen, where we 
gave the food to those who would need it 
most And, those type of things is what 
made our team very unique, and I think it 
gave the gentlemen the idea of w hat life is 
all about and a little bit of giving anH 
receiving, w inning and losing. 

So, I would like to than k t hem 
again for their efforts the whole season. 
And, I also want to thank Dr. Judy 
Johnson, who was behind us the whole 
way. Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you. Coach. 

We have two more teams. Ed, do 
you want to bring up the Boys’ Swim 
Team. You’re a pretty active guy there, 
Ed. 

Mr. Flynn: 

I also do track in the spring. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

A11J No. 2000 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allderdice Boys' 
Swim Team has excelled this past fell, 
winning the City League Championship, 
and each of the following young athletes 
can be very proud ofhis part in this 
success: 

Corey Antis Eric Kossis 

Zach Bear Brian Rabinovitz 

Kelly Bums Matt Rosenbaum 


Steve Clowney 

Chris Deely 
Brian Filtz 
Josh Henry 
Philip Hochel 
Dave King 


Howie Scher 

Lorin Scher 
Jarrod Schwartz 


Boys 1 Swim Team and all of them placed 

in the City Championships, and I thinlr 
that is commendable. 


Adam Tobias 
Eddie Wolff 


Howie, would you like to come up 
and speak, please. 


WHEREAS, this teflrm has 
exemplified die kind of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the 
Alldercnce Dragons can be proud, and 
which all Pittsburgh Public Schools can 
work to attain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate the 
Allderdice Boys’ Swim Team, under 
Coach Ed Flynn, on its exceptional 
performance this year; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare the week of May 22 
through May 26, 1995, to be "Allderdice 
Dragons Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR- O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR, ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Flynn: 

I would like to bring up our Senior 
Captain, Howie Scher, Juniors Steve 
Clowney and Brian Rabinovitz, and 
Sophomores Kelly Bums and Eric Kossis. 

The Boys’ Team, I think this is 
about six or seven years in a row that 
they’ve won the City Championships. 
Many of the gentlemen here were also 
Gold Medal Winners, winning then- 
individual events but in addition everyone 
contributed. We had 17 members of the 


Howie Scher: 

I would first like to thank the 
Council for honoring us with this award; 
we’ve all worked very hard this year and 
in previous years. I would like to, first of 
all, t h a nk Coach Flynn; he’s been a great 
coach, teacher and fiiend to all of us the 
past couple of years. And, also I would 
like to thank Coach A1 Rhodes, who e«Tnp 
in the morning at 6 o’clock to help us 
refine our strokes. Thanks a lot 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Dennis. Do you want to bring up 
your team. 

Mr. Waronsky: 

Sabastian Avendano, Josh Mycoff, 
Ryan Burke and Tsuyoshi Todo. These 
are my four cap tains from this year’s 
Varsity Squad. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 2001 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allderdice Boys’ 
Soccer Team has excelled this past fall, 
winning the City League Championship, 
and each of the following young athletes 
can be very proud of his part in this 
success: 

Sabastian Avendano Ethan Linden 
Mike Beckmann Josh Mycoff 




Adam Billingsley 
Ryan Burke 
Ross Chambers 
Pisano 

Steve Clowney 
Polansky 
Jonah Coles 
John Cosetd 
JakeDizard 
Johann Fulks 
Josh Henry 
Marcus Hodges 
Todo 

Bryan Jones 
Enc Kosis 
Itamar Levari 
Dan Lewinter 


Greg Nyman 
Josh Pearlman 
Lenard 


Terry Roberts 
Marc Rockmorc 
Dan Russell 
Alan Roth 
Larin Scher 

Tsuyoshi 

David Whelan 
Xiao Zheng Zhong 
Gary Zimmerman 


WHEREAS, this team has 
exemplified the kind of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the 
Alldercuce Dragons can be proud, and 
which all Pittsburgh Public Schools can 
work to attain 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate die 
Allderdice Boys' Soccer Team, under 
Coach Dermis Waronsky, on its 
exceptional performance this year, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare the week of May 22 
through May 26, 1995, to be "Allderdice 
Dragons Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 


MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Waronsky: 

I would like to thank Council for 
this resolution. One of the thing s that we 
could say about Allderdice Soccer is that it 
is a very proud tradition; we have seven 
years of City Championships under our 
belt right now, and the one thing about our 


team that I think is very unique is the 
diversity and the type of players that we 
have in it; we have kids from different 
countries, different e thni c groups, all have 
come together, pulled together to give us a 
team that has dominated City League play 
now for seven years, and without these 
guys and dedication that they have done 
this would not be possible. 

I would also like to talk a little bit 
about something that Dr. Johnson talk ed 
about, is the fact that this team of, I think 
we had over 40 kids total on the team 
both Varsity and the Junior Varsity, that 
our quality point average was well over a 
3.0, it was something like about a 3.3, and 
for an athletic team to be able to do this 
with type of numbers, I think it is 
something that the boys can be very, very 
proud of. Thank you. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 2002 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allderdice Girls' 
Soccer Team has excelled this past fall, 
winning the City League Championship, 
and each of the following young athletes 
can be very proud of his part in this 
success: 

Jessica D’Ambrosio Gila Stemstein 
Molly Davidson-Welling Stefenie 
Vassillicos 


Kim Reilly 
Erin Short 
Christy Brown 
Rachel Cherry 
Maya Greenburg 
Morsi 

Pam Lederer 


Bibi Al-Ebrahim 
Danielle Guthridge 
Tammy Lyons 
Azi Masalehdan 
Amalia 

Vanessa Short 



Andrea Arkin Emily Rook* 

Koepsel 

Angela Cheyne Maggie 

Wheelan 

Elise Mazer 

WHEREAS, this team has 
exemplified the kind of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the Allderdice 
Dragons can be proud, and which all 
Pittsburgh Public Schools can work to 
attain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate the 
Allderdice Girls' Soccer Team, under 
Coach Chris Edmonds, on its exceptional 
performance this year, and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare the week of May 22 
through May 26, 1995, to be "Allderdice 
Dragons Week" in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 


Mr. Edmonds: 

Good morning I would like to say 
hello to City Council, and thank you for 
the opportunity to be here. At this time I 
am going to go ahead and call up the 
Girls' Soccer Team that is here. Gila 
Stemstein, Angela Cheyne, which is 
already here, Andrea Arkin, Stefanie 
Vassillicos, Maya Greenburg, Bibi Al- 
Ebrahim and Jessica D'Ambrosio. 

While they make their way, I 
would just like to say, this year's team, 
again, being successful, with a record of 


12 and 3, we felt that we had a very good 
year, despite losing in the State Playoffs. 
We are looking forward to being there 
again next year, and each year we hope to 
progress to become a better team and a 
team unit 

At this time I am going to bring up 
Jessica D'Ambrosio, who is our Captain 
and our Senior that is here, the only Senior 
that is here, and to receive the plaque. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Congratulations. Good job. Say a 
few words. 

Jessica D’Ambrosio: 

I am happy to be here, and I would 
just like to say thanks on behalf of the 
team. 

Mr. Edmonds: 

A lady of few words. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

In closing, I want to thank ail of 
you for coming down and let you know as 
a, not only a Councilman, but an 
Allderdice graduate and a Member of the 
Alumni Association, how proud we all are 
of all of you, and it is an outstanding 
school, I spent a lot of time there and it is 
well-rounded and the kids are doing a 
great job. 

Coach. 





Mr. Flynn: 

One last thing. Would all those 
people who have a 3.0 Grade Point 
Average or higher, raise your hand, please. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

I wish mine could have went up 
but it didn’t 

The Chain 

Congratulations all of you for the 
hard work. 

I would like to ask that we enter 
into the public record all of die resolutions 
so we can record all of the names. I don’t 
know if we did that So, let’s make that in 
the form of a motion. 

Mr. O’Connon 

So moved. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. I would 
like to record all of the names of the young 
people today for posterity. 

We have also at this time no other 
resolutions. Any other resolutions to be 
read into the record? If not we will move 
to Presentations of Papers. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 2003 Resolution further 
amending Res. #865, eff. 9/26/85, as 


amended by Res. #862, eff. 8/24/90, 
entitled “Providing for a Cooperation 
Agreement or Agreements with Carnegie 
Library in connection with improvements 
for handicapped accessibility at the Main, 
South Side, Squirrel Hill, Lawrenceville. 
Woods Run, Carrick, Allegheny Regional, 
Knoxville, Homewood and the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped Branch 
Libraries,” by decreasing the total project 
allocation by $98,965.00 from 
$593,965.00 to $495,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 2004 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 303, effective April 6, 
1987, entitled, “Providing for a contract or 
contracts for the repair of sidewalks and 
other work incidental thereto in various 
communities operated by the Housing 
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh,” by 
decreasing the total project allocation by 
$19,669JO from $300,000.00 to 
$280330.50. 

Also, 

No. 2005 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 131, effective February 28, 
1990, entitled, “Providing for a contract or 
contracts, or use of existing contracts, for 
the construction/reconstruction of various 
retai ning structures, including but not 
limited to Holt Street, Andover Terrace, 
Dakota Street, Pusey Street, and Sprain 
Street,” by decreasing the total allocation 
by $82,779.22 from $270,000.00 to 
$187320.78. 

Also, 

No. 2006 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 667, effective August 17. 
1989, entitled, “Providing for a contract or 





contracts, or use of existing contracts for 

sidewalk replacement at various locations 
maintained by the Housing Authority, 
including, but not limited to St Clair 
Village,” by decreasing the total project 
allocation by $127,537.56 from 
$225,000.00 to $97,462.44. 

Also, 

No. 2007 Resolution amending 
Resolution #901, effective October 9, 
1991, entitled, “Providing for a contract or 
contracts, or use of existing contracts, for 
sidewalk replacement at various locations 
maintained by the Housing Authority; 
including but not limited to Garfield 
Heights,” by decreasing the total project 
allocation by $50,144.45 from 
$125,000.00 to $74,855.55, chargeable to 
and payable from Code Account CDEC 
90-36. 

Also, 

No. 2008 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts, for the installation of traffic 
signal equipment at various intersections. 
Cost not to exceed $100,000.00, 
chargeable to and payable from the 
following Code Account EC95-47. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

ms. McDonald presented 

No. 2009 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the Director of the 
Department of General Services to prepare 
and forward a feasibility and cost 
assessment report to City Council 
concerning the Bureau of Cable 


Communications providing video services 
to the Pittsburgh Board of Public 
Education.—-(SPONSORED BY 

COUNCILWOMAN McDONALD) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Lands, Buil ding s and 
Procurement 

Also, 

No. 2010 Resolution amendin g 
Resolution No. 228, effective March 19, 

1993, as amended by Resolution No. 366, 
effective April 29, 1993, by Resolution 
No. 1056, effective August 24, 1993, by 
Resolution No. 1219, effective November 
1, 1993, by Resolution No. 755, effective 
October 19, 1994, by Resolution No. 846, 
effective November 4, 1994 and by 
Resolution No. 937, effective December 7, 

1994, entitled, “Providing for the filing of 
a Community Development statement by 
the City of Pittsburgh with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for a grant in connection 
with the 1993 CDBG Program,” so as to 
decrease a line item in “City Council” and 

create a line-item, in the Department of 

Publics Works (Picket Fence Program! 

Also, 

No. 2011 Resolution amending 
Nos. 507, 706, 956, 1148 and Resolution 
No. 1221 of 1991, Resolution Nos. 211, 
524, 720 and 929 of 1992 and Resolution 
No. 707 of 1993 and Resolution No. 644 
of 1994, entitled, “Providing for the tiling 
of a Community Development Statement 
by the city of Pittsburgh with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for a grant in connection 
with the 1991 CDBG Program,” so as to 
reduce .line items in Citv Council and 












create a new_line item in the Depa rtment 
of Public Works 

Also, 

No. 2012 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 143, effective February 
1990, as amended by Resolution No. 677 
of 1990 and by Resolution No. 719 of 
1992 and Resolution No. 706 of 1993, 
entitled, “Providing for the filing 0 f a 
Community Development Statement by 
the City of Pittsburgh with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for a grant in connection 
with the 1990 CDBG Program,” so as to 
reduceJine items in City Council and add 
funds to the Department of E ngineering 

andXflnstrwtion. 

Also, 

No. 2013 Resolution amending 
Section 10 of Resolution No. 79, effective 
March 7, 1989, as amended by Resolution 
No. 776 of 1989, by Resolution No. 874 of 
1990, by Resolution No. 1159 of 1991, by 
Resolution No. 657 of 1992 and by 
Resolution No. 708 of 1993, entitled, 
“Providing for the filing of a Community 
Development Statement by the City of 
Pittsburgh with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1989 CDBG 
Program,” so as to dec rease line hems in 
Cte „£[anning—and add funds m % 

Department —_Qf_ Engineering and 

Construction. 

Also, 

No. 2014 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 448, effective June 16, 
1988, as amended by Resolution No. 627, 
effective August 2, 1989, Resolution Nos. 


132 and 1184 of 1990, Resolution No. 201 
of 1991, and Resolution No. 709 of 1993, 
entitled, “Resolution providing for the 
filing of a Community Development 
Statement by the City of Pittsburgh with 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development for a grant in 
connection with the 1988 Community 
Development Block Grant Program,” so as 
to repr ogram funds in the Department of 
Engineering and Construction 

Also, 

No. 2015 Resolution amending 
Section 10 of Resolution No. 1181, 
effective December 26, 1986, as amended 
by Resolution No. 198, effective March 
13, 1987, Resolution No. 584, effective 
July 27, 1987, Resolution Nos. 758 and 
1063 of 1987, Resolution No. 517 of 1988, 
Resolution No. 328 of 1989, Resolution 
Nos. 134 and 1183 of 1990, by Resolution 
Nos. 202 and 1157 of 1991, an d by 
Resolution 710 of 1993, entitled, 
Providing for the filing of a Community 
Development Statement by the city of 
Pittsburgh with the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1987 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program,” so as to re program funds from 
City.Council to the Depa rtment of Public 
Works, 

Also, 

No. 2016 Resolution amending 
Section 10 of Resolution No. 234 of 1986, 
as amended by Resolution No. 12180 of 
1986, by Resolution No. 43 of 1987, by 
Resolution No. 1009 of 1987, by 
Resolution No. 715 of 1989, by Resolution 
Nos. 133, 875, by Resolution No. 1182 of 
1990, by Resolution No. 1156 of 1991. 





and by Resolution No. 711 of 1993, 

entitled, “Providing for the filing of a 
Community Development Statement by 
the City of Pittsburgh with the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1986 
Community Development Block Giant 
Program.” so as to reprogram funds in the 
Qg p ga mgm _$£_ -Engineering _and 

Construction, 

Also, 

No. 2017 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 635 , approved July 10, 
1985, as amended by Resolution No. 285 
of 1987 and by Resolution No. 50 of 1989, 
Resolution Nos. 135 and 1181 of 1990, 
Resolution No. 1155 of 1991, Resolution 
No. 627 of 1992, and by Resolution No. 
705 of 1993, entitled, “Providing for the 
filing of a Community Development 
Statement by the City of Pittsburgh in 
connection with the 1985 Community 
Development Block Giant Program,” so as 
to rcprogramJynd^ in the P^artmenL^f 

Public Wpifo, 

Also, 

No. 2018 Resolution amending 
Section 10 of Resolution No. 167, 
effective March 1983, as amended by 
Resolution Nos. 394 and 692 of 1983, by 
Resolution No. 940 of 1984, by Resolution 
No. 634 of 1985, by Resolution Nos. 103, 
177,515 and 660 of 1986, Resolution Nos. 
286, 443, 502 and 705 of 1987, by 
Resolution No. 549 of 1989, Resolution 
No. 137 of 1990, by Resolution Nos. 38 
and 1154 of 1991, entitled, “Providing for 
the filing of a Community Development 
Statement by the^City of Pittsburgh with 
the Department of HUD for a grant in 
connection with the 1983 CDBG 


Program,” so as to reprogram funds in 
various dep artments. 

Also, 

No. 2019 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 875, effective September 
23, 1991, entitled, “Resolution amen ding 
Resolution No. 464, effective June 24, 
1988” entitled, “Amending Resolution 
No. 1439 of 1981, as amended by 
Resolution Nos. 402 and 1144 of 1982, by 
Resolution No. 933 of 1983, by Resolution 
Nos. 102 and 285 of 1986, by Resolution 
No. 1030 of 1987, by Resolution No. 219 
of 1988,” entitled “Approving the 
submission and budget for the 1982 
Community Development Block Giant 
Program,” bv changing a line item in the 
Departmen t of _ Engineering and 

Construction and adding a line item in the 

Department of Public Works. 

Also, 

No. 2020 Resolution amending 
Section 11 of Resolution No. 1420, 
effective December 31, 1980, as 

previously amended by Resolution Nos. 
359 and 835 of 1981, by Resolution Nos. 
417 and 830 of 1982, by Resolution Nos. 
212 and 1012 of 1983, by Resolution No. 
151 of 1984, by Resolution No. 115 of 
1988, by Resolution Nos. 138 and 1179 of 
1990 and by Resolution No. 1153 of 1991, 
entitled, “Providing for the filing of an 
application by the City of Pittsburgh with 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development for a grant in 
connection with the 1981 Community 
Development Block Grant Program,” so as 
to_decrease funds in Citv Council and 

rmrogram these fonds to the Department 

of Public Works. 



















Also, 

No. 2021 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 573, effective 7/22/87, 
entitled, “Resolution amending Resolution 
No. 165 of 1987, effective February 26, 
1987, ‘Providing for an agreement or 
agreements with the Community 
Technical Assistance Center (C.TA.C.) 
for the furnishing of professional services 
for the benefit of the residents of the City 
of Pittsburgh during 1987. Cost not to 
exceed $40,000,’ so as to reduce the 
mom —appropriated , to $13.692.00 
chargeable to and payable from 1103, 
Misc. Services, $8,000.00, and the 1987 
CDBG Program, City Council, CTAC, 
(CC87-07), Project No. 4-40-05-4005-87- 
907-87-35, $5,692.00.” 

Also, 

No. 2022 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 1308, approved December 
20. 1990, entitled, “Resolution providing 
for an agreement or agreements with the 
Lawrenceville Citizens Council to assist 
the Lawrenceville Block Watch Network 
in their education and outreach expenses, 
at a cost not to exceed $3,329.00, 
chargeable to and payable from the 1983 
CDBG Program,” so as to reduce the 
amount to S2.813.4T 

Also, 

No. 2023 Resolution amendin g 
Resolution No. 1392, effective December 
27, 1990, entitled, “Resolution providing 
for an agreement or agreements with the 
Greenfield Organization to benefit the 
Senior Citizen’s Food Distribution 
Program, at a cost not to exceed $1,109.50 
to $1,026.93 (-82.57). chargeable to and 
payable from the 1983 CDBG Program, 


Project No. 4^0-05-0035-83-918-83-35, 
“Unspecified Local Options”.” 

Also, 

No. 2024 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 542, effective May 7, 
199j, entitled, “Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with Dollar 
Energy Fund for operational and/or 
adminis trative expenses, including 
purchase of equipment or materia^ for the 
benefit of low-moderate income residents 
of the City of Pittsburgh, at a cost not to 
exceed $20,000.00 ” so, as to reduce the 
amount appropriated to $19.579,16 ( - 
$420,84), chargeable to and payable from 
the 1993 CDBG Program, Department of 

City P lanning 
Also, 

No. 2025 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 697, effective July 16, 
1990, entitled, “Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with the St 
Rosalia Church Food Bank for 
a dminis trative assistance in operating their 
food distribution program in an amount 
not to exceed $4,000.00 ” so as to reduce 
the_amount appropriated to $3.995.65 
chargeable to and payable from the 1990 
CDBG Program - City Council - “St 
Rosalia Church Food Bank” (CC-43-913). 

Also, 

No. 2026 Resolution amendin g 
Resolution No. 747, effective September 
21, 1989, entitled, “Resolution provi ding 
for an agreement or agreements with a 
consultant or consultants for the purpose 
of providing architectural and design 
services, consumer surveys and market 
studies, promotional activities, commercial 
revitalization planning assistance, and 




business district management in various 
neighborhood business districts as part of 
the City’s Neighborhood Business District 
Revitalization Program,” so as to reduce 
theamount a ppropriated from S200.000.00 

from the 1989 CDBG Program, 
Department of City Planning, 
“Neighborhood Co mm ercial Analysis and 
Support”, (CP-89-06), 4-35-01-3062-89- 
237-89-35. 

Also, 

No. 2027 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 482 of 1991, entitled, 
“Resolution providing for an agreement or 
agreements with the Bloomfield-Garfield 
Corporation for administrative and/or 
operating assistance in running a low- 
moderate income youth oriented facility, at 
a cost not to exceed $10,000.00, so as to 
red uce .- the_ amount _appropriated- to 

$9354.50 .” chargeable to and payable 
from the '1991 CDBG Program - City 
Council - “Bloomfield-Garfield Corp ” 

Also, 

No. 2028 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 537 of 1991, entitled, 
“Resolution providing for an agreement or 
agreements with the Perry Hilltop Citizens 
Council for assistance in carrying out their 
“Lot Clean-Up” program in an amount not 
to exceed $8,416.00,” so as to reduce the 
amo unt .. appropriated_to_$ 220112 , 

chargeable to and payable from the 1991 
CDBG Program - City Council - “Perry 
Hilltop Citizens Council”. 

Also, 

No. 2029 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 487 of 1991. as amended 


by Resolution No. 1101 of 1991, entitled, 
“Resolution providing for an agreement or 
agreements with Garfield Jubilee 
Association for administrative/operating 
support for their Community Maintenance 
Program in an amount not to exceed 
$9,111.00,” so as to decrease the amount 
a ppropriated, to_$9.Q08.10 . chargeable to 
and payable from the 1991 CDBG 
Program - City Council - “Garfield Jubilee 
Association”. 

Also, 

No. 2030 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 529 of 1991, as amended 
by Resolution No. 1100 of 1991, entitled, 
“Resolution providing for an agreement or 
agreements with the Greenfield 
Organization for administrative support in 
operating programs serving elderly and 
low income residents in an amount not to 
exceed $12,000.00,” solus to d e crea se th e 
amount appropriated_to $6.902.58. 

chargeable to and payable from the 1991 
CDBG Program - City Council - 
“Greenfield Organization”. 

Also, 

No. 2031 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 146, effective February 28, 
1990, entitled, “Authorizing a Cooperation 
Agreement with the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh to undertake street 
and housing improvements in the Sullivan 
Street area of the City of Pittsburgh,” by 
decreasing the cost from $35,000.00 to 
$34,976.06 and adjusting a line item. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 


















MR. ONORATO PRESENTED “ 

No. 2032 Resolution further 
amending Resolution No. 973, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, “Resolution 
adopting and approving the 1995 Capital 
Budget and the 1995 Community 
Development Block Grant Program and 
approving the 1995 through 2000 Capital 
Improvement Program,” is hereby 
amended by decreasing line item 1796 
System Modernization, City Council, by 
$40,000 from $65,000 to $25,000, and 
increasing line item 616 Information 
Systems Modernization, City Information 
Systems, by $40,000 from 460,00 to 
500,000.—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
ONORATO) 

Also, 

No. 2033 Providing for new 
and/or existing agreement (s) and/or 
contract (s) for the purchase of PC’s 
and/or peripheral equipment for the 
improvements/upgrades to the City 
Council’s computer system. Cost not to 
exceed $40,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 2034 Resolution providing for 
new and/or existing agreement (s) and/or 
contract (s) for the acquisition and 
m a int enance of enterprise-wide database 
software in connection with the Financial 
Information Systems and Public Systems. 
Cost not to exceed $500,000.00. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget. 

MR. ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the 
bills only until or after the calendar day 


following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. R1CCIARD1 seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 2035 Resolution transferring 
the sum of Twenty Thousand dollars 
($20,000.00) to Code Account 1042-1, 
Department of the Mayor, City 
Information Systems, from Code Account 
1043, Miscellaneous Services, Department 
of the Mayor, City Information Systems. 

Also, 

No. 2036 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 579 of 1987, entitled, 
“Providing for an agreement or 
agreements with the Pittsburgh Public 
School District and/or other private for 
profit and non-profit entities to provide 
City of Pittsburgh TIP A eligible youth 
with employment opportunities, work 
experience, labor market orientation, on- 
the-job training and/or classroom t raining 
in connection with the Pittsburgh 
Partnership Employment Program,” by 
decreasing the amount available for 
Pittsburgh Public School District and/or 
other private for profit and non-profit 
entities by $33.10. Total cost shall not 
exceed $249,966.90. 

Also, 

No. 2037 Resolution further 
amending Resolution No. 426 of 1989, as 
amended by Resolution No. 169 of 1990. 
entitled, “Providing for an agreement or 
agreements with various agencies for job 





development and employment services 

and/or on-the-job training in connection 
with the Pittsburgh Partnership 
Employment Program,” by decreasing the 
amount available for agencies by 
$95,401.41. total cost shall not exceed 
$504,598.59. 

Also, 

No. 2038 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 1006 of 1987, entitled, 
“Providing for an agreement or 
agreements with various agencies to 
provide employment opportunities for low 
and moderate income City residents in 
connection with the Pittsburgh Partnership 
Employment Program,” by decreasing the 
amount available for agencies by 
$24,931.12. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on F inan ce and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No 2039 Resolution vacating a 
portion of Penn Avenue in the 8th Ward, 
9th Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 2040 Resolution providing for 
the letting of a contract or contracts, or the 
use of existing contracts, for the purchase 
of Bicycle Helmets for the Department of 
General Services, payable from 
Community Communications Trust Fund 
(CCTF). Department of General Services. 


Cost not to exceed $75,000.00.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. FERLO) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmit tee on Lands, Buildings and 
Procurement 
Also, 

No. 2041 Co mmunicati on from 
Tom Murphy, Mayor, submitting a request 
for Eddie Shaw, appointed Chairperson of 
the Mayor's Shade Tree Commission, to 
attend a seminar entitled, “Promoting Tree 
Health: Successful Street Establishment” 
at Chatham College in Pittsburgh on June 
14, 1995, at a cost not to exceed $45.00, 
chargeable to Code Account 1017-1. 
(Non-City Employee). 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmi ttee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 2042 Co mmunicati on from 
Paul Hennigan, Executive Director, 
Comprehensive Municipal Pension Trust 
Fund, submitting the City of Pittsburgh 
Combined Pension Trust Funds Financial 
Statements and Independent Auditors' 
Report for the years ended December 31, 
1994 and 1993. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

I would like to ask for a motion to 
waive Rule 8 on the first two bills and a 
motion to receive and file on the third bill. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

So moved. 




MR- HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chain 

Moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Any other bills to be 
presented? Any matter under Unfinished 
Business or Reports of Special 
Committees? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Counc ilman Hertzberg. 

Mr- Hertzberg: 

We had a post ag enda meeting 
scheduled for Friday that had to be 
canceled. It has been rescheduled for 
tomorrow, regarding City playgrounds and 
equipment. It will a cable cast We will 
hold that immediately following 
tomorrow's Standing Committees 
Meeting. 

The Chain 

Very good. Any other discussion 
or comments? If not, we will move^tdlt 
Reports of Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain -- 

Beginning with the Committee on 
F inan ce and the Budget, Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2043 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for May 17,1995, transmitting two 
resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1981 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the transfer of $85,417.00 
from Code Account 1, Interest on Bonds, 
to Code Account 44-1, Unemployment 
Compensation Fund.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1982 

lution entitled, “Resolution providing for a 
contract, or the use of existing contracts 
for the purchase and delivery of new 
computer equipment and software needed 
to expand and improve the 
division's computer-based support system 
for the 





Dislocated Workers Program at a cost not 
to exceed $35,000.00, payable from 
JTPA-1 Trust Fund.” 

Which was read 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Cleric will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finall y. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2044 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
May 17, 1995, transmitting two 

resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1962 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto L & M Sales, 900 Sarah 
Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15203, 
their successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense, a 
concrete handicap ramp on a portion of the 
sidewalk area on Sarah Street in the 17th 
Ward, 3rd Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1963 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Saks Fifth Avenue, 513 
Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15222, their successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
maintain and use at their own cost and 
expense, a total of seven (7) bollards in a 
portion of the sidewalk area along Oliver 
Avenue in the 2nd Ward, 6th Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 






The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 2045 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for May 17, 1995, transmitting sundry 
resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

Bill No. 1957 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with a consultant or consultants for the 
purpose of providing architectural and 
design services, consumer surveys and 
market studies, promotional activities, 
commercial revitalization planning 
assistance, and business district 
management in various neighborhood 
business districts as part of the City’s 
Neighborhood Business. District 
Revitalization Program, at a cost not to 
exceed SI00,000.00. chargeable to and 


payable from the 1995 CDBG Program, 
Department of City Planning, 
“Neighborhood Commercial Analysis and 
Support”.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 1958 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement (s) and 
contract (s) with consultant (s) and vendor 
(s) to assist the City in improving its 
Citizen Participation Process, at a cost not 
to exceed 5125,000.00, chargeable to and 
payable from the 1995 CDBG Program, 
Department of City Planning “Citizen 
Participation and Technical Assistance”.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1959 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with various community organizations for 
operational/administrative expenses, 
m ai nt e n a nc e, purchase of equipment; for 
the benefit of residents of the City of 
Pittsburgh at a cost not to exceed 
$212,500.00, chargeable to and payable 
from the 1995 Community Development 
Block Grant Program, Department of City 
Planning.” 

Which was read. 


Also, 


Bill No. 1960 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with various community organizations for 
operanonal/administradve expenses, 
maintenance, purchase of equipment; 
and/or rehabilitation of neighborhood 
facilities for the benefit of residents of the 
City of Pittsburgh, at a cost not to exceed 
SI, 190,000, chargeable to and payable 
from the 1995 Community Development 
Block Giant Program.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1961 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the filing of a Community 
Development statement by the City of 
Pittsburgh with the U. S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1995 CDBG 
Program; providing for the execution of 
grant contracts and for the filing of other 
data providing for required assurances; 
providing for execution of payment 
vouchers on letter of credit and for 
certification of authorized signature; the 
deposit of the funds in a bank account and 
providing for the payment of expenses 
within categories ” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 


passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

The Chair: 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 

We need a motion to approve the 
Minutes of previous meetings. 

MR- O’CONNOR moved to approve the 
Minutes of Tuesday, May 9,1995. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

I do want to make a suggestion 
based on my discussion with my 
colleagues that we meet again on Tuesday, 
May 30th, at 2:00 p.m., as opposed to 10 
a.m., if there’s no objections. 




Any matters to be brought under 
Motions and Resolutions or any 
announcements any of my colleagues 
would like to make? Hearing none, I will 
entertain a motion to adjourn and meet 
again on Tuesday, May 30th, at 2 pun. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adjourn this 
meeting and meet again on Tuesday, May 
30,1995 at 2:00 pun. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the morion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. O’CONNOR 

Council adjourned. 
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Pennsylvania, 'where he was from, and he 
was both a Priest and a community 
activist All of us in Pittsburgh loved the 
gentleman. And, there will be 
announcements regarding his 
arrangements later on this week. But, our 
heart goes out to the community. 

We are very pleased this morning 
to have Amy Herrle here; she is a 5th 
Grader from Bishop Leonard Catholic 
School; she resides in the Mt. Washington 
community. Her proud dad is here. Bob, 
and her brother Andrew. 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Wednesday, May 31, 1995 


And, Amy is going to lead us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Amy. 


PRESENT: 


Amy Herrle: 


Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 


Mr. O'Connor 
Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres't) 


The Chain 


I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United Stares of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 


Good morning, everyone. City 
Council’s Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. And, also, I think 
all of us on Council, and certainly man y 
Pittsburghers were saddened with the 
untimely death of Pastor Reverend Olivieri 
from the Bloomfield community. The 
viewing today will be in Upper Darby, 


The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you, Amy. 
Amy, our Clerk would like to give you the 
flag of our great nation and the flag of our 
City. And, thank you very much, you and 
your family for coming down 
this morning. 

I believe she lives in Councilman 
Ricciardi’s District and he invited her this 
morning. 














PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

We have a number of guests and 
honorees in the audience this morning, anH 
at this time I would like to call on 
Councilman Bob O'Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you, Mr. President Would 
Bemie Liff please come up, Dom Cimino, 
Ron Grassano, Paul, and please bring your 
family up; I would like your wife to come 
up and your family. 

As you will hear, Bemie is a true 
volunteer, with a capital U V”. Bemie has 
been very active in the City, and I will 
read this proclamation and he will say a 
few words, and we have a couple of guests 
who would like to say a few words with 
him 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 2046 WHEREAS, Bernard J. 
Liff has, for over 15 years, volunteered his 
services to the Bureau of Building 
Inspection, where his contributions to the 
building codes have been invaluable; and, 

WHEREAS, a native of Pittsburgh, 
Bernard J. Liff received his bachelor's 
degree in architecture from Carnegie 
Institute of Technology and opened his 
own architectural firm in 1945; and, 

WHEREAS, upon convening an 
advisory committee, Bernard J. Liff helped 
to promulgate the first high-rise code for 
the City of Pittsburgh, which has since 


become a section of the city's building 
code; and, 

WHEREAS, Bernard J. Lift as 
chairman of the Board of Code Review, 
was instrumental in the adoption of 
subsequent local amendments to the 
Building Officials and Code 
Ad mini strators (BOCA) national building 
code for the City of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Bernard J. Liff ha* 
served as chairman of the Board of 
Standards and Appeals; and, 

WHEREAS, this hi ghl y sVillftH anH 
knowledgeable individual was elected to 
the College of Fellows of the American 
Institute of Architects. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby acknowledge, 
with great appreciation, the years of 
inestimable advice and direction Bernard 
J. Liff has given to the Bureau of Building 
Inspection; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Tuesday, May 30, 
1995, as "Bernard J. Liff Day" in the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

He has done all of this, he has been 
on many boards, with no pay and a lot of 


volunteerism time. You were very 

instrumental when we introduced the 
Carbon Monoxide Bill, which is still 
pending as a national problem. And, I just 
want to thank you for all the work you 
have done. 

But, before I bring you up, Bemie, 
I want to bring Dom Cimino up, and he 
has a few words, too, to say about you. 

Mr. Cimino: 

On behalf of the Bureau of 
Building Inspection and also the residents 
of the City of Pittsburgh, I would like to 
thank Benue Liff for the 17 years of 
devoted service that he provided to the 
City. Being in the Code profession you 
don’t realize unless you deal with a 
gentleman like Bemie, what he’s helped to 
do for the residents in providing a safe 
environment in which to live and work. 
Bemie’s expertise in the field of 
architecture, along with his deep devotion 
to the City has been a tremendous help. 
I’ll surely miss him and I know the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh will 
also. Thank you. 

At this time I would like to 
introduce former Chief of the Bureau of 
Building Inspection and certainly worked 
with Bemie as long as I did, Paul Imhoff. 

The Chain 

Paul, Michelle is not here this 
morning to kick you — 

Mr- Imhoff: 

Boy, what a pleasure. But, my 
Councilman is. 


First, 1 would like to thank City 
Council for allowing me to participate in 
this occasion to honor Bemie Liff. Bemie 
is a true Pittsburgher in his dedication to 
service. 

I guess about 15 years ago he come 
into the Bureau of Buil ding Inspection, 
served on both boards. Board of Code 
Review, Board of Building Standards and 
Appeals, and became Chai rman of both 
Boards. Never, never did he ever moan or 
complain about the work, and he got no 
pay for it; I mean that’s the nice part. To 
me he exemplifies the kind of person I 
think all Mayors would be looking for for 
their board work. When he was assigned 
those jobs he jumped in with both feet, 
even as a practicing architect After he 
retired he put more effort into it even and 
has never, ever waivered in that duty. 

As Dom said — or in the 
proclamation, he was honored by his 
fellow architects as a Fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects, one of 
the highest honors they can receive. 

And, Bemie has always taken the 
work home with him. Used to be many 
years ago we had a secretary who did all 
the work in there, that took notes, wrote 
the decisions and everything. Bemie has 
done all of that over these past 15 or 17 
years, whatever it has been. He’d take the 
notes, participate in the decisions, take all 
the work home, write them up, bring them 
back in to the Bureau, give them to the 
secretaries to type and then send them out. 

And, for that, Bemie, I just want to 
publicly thank you, because without you, 
whenever I was around, it would never 
have worked, as I’m sure Dom feels the 
same way. So, I thank you very for your 




service to the City and to the Bureau of 
Building Inspection. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Ana, come on. Ana is the Acting 
Chairman now. 

Ms. Guzman: 

That’s right I would like to just 
thank City Council for acknowledging all 
the work that Bemie has done for the City 
of Pittsburgh. We, us architects, already 
acknowledged that when he was 
confirmed the Fellowship of the American 
Institute of Architects. So, this is very 
well deserved, Bemie. Thank you very 
much 


The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Benue, come on up. We have a lot 
of young people from Allderdice here and 
you’re quite a role model for all of them. 
Please accept this on our behalf and say a 
few words. 

Mr. Lifif: 

I want to correct one slight thing 
about pay. We did get paid. We got paid 
$5.00 for each meeting we attended. 
Mayor Caliguiri thought that the boards, 
the volunteer boards, were entitled, to their 
lunch, or parking, or any expense they ha d , 
So, we got it whether we wanted it or not 


But, I do want to say that, without 
the backing of Dom Cimino and before 
him, Paul Imhoff, I just wouldn’t have 
been able to do the work that I was able to 
do, and I want to thank them and tell them 
that I appreciate all the work rhar they 
gave me, and the help of their staffs, some 
of the members who are here today. I 
would like to thank them all and - thsmir 
you. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you very much. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, Mr. LifF. We 
appreciate all your years of hard work 
very, very much. See you, Mr. Imhoff 

Councilman O’ Connor, I believe 
you have some other guests in the 
audience. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Again, last week we honored 
Taylor Allderdice for sports, this week 
we’re going to do it for academics. 

Would all the students and 
teachers, Judy Johnstone, come on up 
Maggie Schmidt Come on, Maggie. Oh, 
Liz. I didn’t see you there. Come on. Oh, 
you can put it right here. Put the trophies 
right here. 

Again, we have an outstanding 
group from Allderdice, and I will read the 
proclamation. Last week we had all the 
sports teams and now we are honored to 
have you here. 




WHEREAS, the Junior Engineers 

Technical Society (JETS) of Taylor 
Allderdice High School has demonstrated 
exceptional academic achievement in 
recent competitions: at the regional level, 
the school's Varsity team outscored all 
other teams in Pennsylvania; and the 
Junior Varsity not only outscored 
comparable groups, but also several 
Varsity teams. At the national level, both 
teams had the distinction of placing in the 
top 10; and, 

WHEREAS, the following 
members of the Allderdice JETS teams 
exhibited the knowledge, skill and 
sportsmanship of which they; their 
advisor, Michael Shore; and the Allderdice 
Dragons can be proud, and which all 
Pittsburgh Public Schools can work to 
attain: 

Varsity Team 

Eli Lebow Raghu Tadikamalla 

Sara Steindel Aaron Miller 

Curt Doemberg Jennie Hounshell 

Larissa Jacobson Joe Koloszar 

Junior Varsity Team 

Dan Russell Dan Kraut 

Blake Hounshell Cathy Chase 

Quynh Dang Ilene Silverman 

Mark Jhon Matt Feng 

WHEREAS, the following five 
students comprised a team, sponsored by 
the Pittsburgh Energy Technology Center, 
that challenged 54 other groups in the 
Department of Energy’s fifth National 
Science Bowl in Washington, D.C. and 
had the much-deserved honor of placing 
second: 


Curt Doemberg 

Eli Lebow 
Aaron Miller 
Dan Russell 
Raghu Tadikamalla 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize the 
Taylor Allderdice High School's Junior 
Engineering Technical Society for its 
outstanding performance in the 
aforementioned competitions awH 
congratulate the members for their 
individual scholastic achievements and 
team effort; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Wednesday, May 31, 
1995, as "JETS Day" in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN second the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Actually we have three teams here, 
so I didn’t read everyone’s name, and I 
would like Michael Shore to come up and 
tell us a little bit about the program and 
introduce the teams. 

Mr. Shore: 

Thank you. I would like to thank 
City Council for having us here and 
recognizing the students, they are the stars 
of the day. I would like to thank the 
School Board Members. President Liz 





Healy, for coining, and Maggie Schmidt, 
who says she’s just a working member of 
the Board, and the Principal at Allderdice, 
Dr. Judy Johnstone, who is also with us 
today, and then the one that gets all our 
publicity, standing in the back, Pat 
Crawford, who is the Director for the 
School’s Public Affairs Office. 

The JETS team is a nati onal 
competition that tests students in a rather 
unusual way, they have a single test for the 
whole team of eight members, and they 
put the test on the table and the kids have 
three hours to go ahead and do what they 
can do. 

Our Varsity team, with Captain Eli 
Lebow and Raghu Tadikamalla — come on 
down — Sara Steindel, Larissa Jacobson, 
Jennie Hounshell, Aaron Miller, Joe 
Koloszar — Joe is an exchange student that 
we snuck in; he’ll be going back to 
Hungary next year. We tried to talk him in 
to staying for next year, because he’s 
really only a Junior. — and then Curt 
Doemberg. These are the eight students 
who placed first in the regional contest and 
placed seventh in the nation for schools 
who have our size in enrollment. 

We also entered a Junior Varsity 
Team in the JETS competition and their 
Captain is Dan Russell, and we have a 
couple of 10th Graders on the team. Matt 
Feng and Mark Jhon, and then 11th 
Graders, Cathy Chase, Quynh Dang, Ilene 
Silverman, Dan Kraut, and I guess — is 
that all? Blake Hounshell had to take a 
math test today and couldn’t be with us. 

This team goes well for the future I 
hope, in that they finished the best JV 
Team in the State, beat out a lot of the 
Varsity Teams and then finished second in 


the nation in their category, and among all 
JV Te ams in all categories they were 
fourth in the nation. So, we’re very proud 
of them. 

The third team, which is a 
completely different thingj if any of you 
remember the old T.V. gam e College 
Bowl, the Department of Energy runs a 
competition that is just like that and we 
have five teams on our Department of 
Energy Science Bowl T eam and Eli 
Lebow is our Captain, and Raghu 
Tadikamalla, Dan Russell, Aaron Miller 
and Curt Doemberg. 

In the regional competition I thinlr 
Kay Downey, who is the Technology 
Transfer Officer of the Pittsburgh Energy 
Technology Center has an award that 
they’ve been engraving for us. 

The Chain 

Good morning. 

Ms. Downey: 

Good morning. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Are you going to tell who you are 
again? You’re from the Department of 
Energy. 

Ms. Downey: 

Yes, I am Kay Downey from the 
U. S. Department of Energy's Pittsburgh 
Energy Technology Center and we are the 
proud sponsors of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania High School Science Bowl, 
and I am very proud today to award this 
school plaque for First Place in that 




regional Science Bowl, where Taylor 
Allderdice came out first amount 33 other 
high schools in the Southwestern region. 
And, so I want you to be able to display 
this plaque proudly. 

And, as a — if you’ll excuse me — a 
stand-in for Secretary O’Leary, who 
presented the First, I will present the 
Second Place Trophy for being Second 
Place out of 54 teams in the nation. And, 
remember this whole Science Bowl series 
encompasses about 10,000 students 
nationwide, and in addition to the trophy, 
the Taylor Allderdice Science Team will 
be attending the 28th International Science 
School at the University of Sydney in 
Australia. 

The Chair: 

We want to know what the First 
Place Trophy looks like, and that’s the 
Second Place. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Again. Judy or Liz, do you want to 
say a few words? Are you sure? 

It is an outstanding achievement, 
and the School Board and the Principal 
and all of us are very proud of Allderdice 
for such an outstanding award and it is a 
credit to Allderdice and all the City 
Schools, what really goes on, and I want to 
just congratulate all of you. And, if you 
need any help with your homework, 
Council is always available. Thanks a lot 
for coming down. 

The Chair: 

Congratulations. I would like to 
welcome Pat Crawford from the School 


Board, also, taking pictures out there. 

And, our two School Board elected 
officials are here this morning also, Liz 
Healy, the President of the Pittsburgh 
School Board, and Maggie Schmidt, also, 
a very active School Board Member. 
Welcome. They also volunteer their time 
on the School Board. 

Councilwoman McDonald, did you 
have a comment? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, only Bob gets on the step, 
Liz, so — 

No, I want to congratulate. This is 
so impressive and I hope we have that on 
record and that we really make hay of that 
Second out of 54 in the entire nation. 

You know. Bob, you had given 
resolutions last week to - about 
Allderdice’s — all the physical activities 
that go on there and the sports teams and it 
was great, but I’m going to tell you all 
something. Now, these kids, you all are so 
bashful. When you all came forward and 
you had to go back, you all stepped so far 
back, you’re just about at the door. But, I 
am telling you right now, really I am so 
proud of you, you need to be proud of 
yourselves because this — your brains are 
what put America on the map as a power 
broker. We can be sports oriented and we 
can do somersaults, but it is the academic 
somersaults and the cerebral somersaults 
that really are going to keep the United 
States of America No. 1 on the map as far 
as a force in science and technology to be 
reckoned with. I urge you to continue, be 
proud and again never, never pull back, 
never pull back, keep going forward. 




And, thank the two School Board 
Members, my former colleagues, for being 
here, Maggie and Liz. And, thank you. 
Bob. This is excellent This is what I like 
to see. 

The Chair; 

Thank you, Councilwoman. I 
think she speaks for all of us. 

Thank you all and congratulations 
for your hard work. 

At this time I would ask the City 
Clerk to receive Councilman Hertzberg’s 
resolution to be read and adopted as a 
m a tte r of public record. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTS 

No. 2048 WHEREAS, Daniel 
Caims, Vice President and Manager of 
Integra Bank of Pittsburgh will be retiring 
after 32 years of service and help to the 
community of Sheraden in the 20th Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Dan received a 
Bachelor of Science degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh, and a Masters 
degree from Rutgers University’s School 
of Banking; and, 

WHEREAS, Dan has served on the 
Board of Directors of Goodwill Plaza, and 
as Trustee of Chartiers Valley Masonic 
Lodge; and, 

WHEREAS, Dan is a highly 
respected individual, admired, and loved 
by all who know him; and, 

WHEREAS, Dan will be greatly 
missed by his employees and customers 
upon his retirement; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby join with the 
residents of Sheraden and neighboring 
communities in sincerely thankin g Dan 
Caims for his distinguished service and 
gracious kindness to them, anH 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh, 
residents, and friends congratulate Dan in 
the celebration of his Retirement, and wish 
him good health and happiness 

MR HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR CUSICK seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

That concludes our Read and 
Adopted this morning, unless anyone else 
has anything to be read into the record. If 
not. I’ll move to Presentation of Papers. 

MR ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 2049 Resolution repealing 
Resolutions, approved on various dates, 
authorizing the sale of properties in 
various wards of the City of Pittsburgh, in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984. 

Also, 

No. 2050 Resolution providing for 
the filing of a petition or petitions for the 
sale of certain property or properties, 
acquired at tax sales in accordance with 
Act No. 171 of 1984, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 



Also, 

No. 2051 Resolution providing for 
the filing of a petition or petitions for the 
sale of certain property or properties, 
acquired at tax sales in accordance with 
Act No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second 
Class City Treasurer Sale and Collection 
Act”, effective December 11,1984. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 

No. 2052 Resolution repealing 
Resolution No. 444, effective June 29, 
1994, entitled, “Authorizing the t ransfe r of 
funds as invoices are submitted for the 
purchase of asphalt at a cost not to exceed 
thirty thousand ($30,000.00) dollars from 
Code Account 03-01-40-0030-94, Asphalt 
Repairs, in the Department of Public 
Works to the Department of Public Works, 
Code Account AR, Asphalt 
Reimbursement Trust Fund.” 

Also, 

No. 2053 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 456, effective June 29, 
1994, entitled, “Providing for the letting of 
a contract or contracts, or the use of 
existing contracts for asphalt repairs for 
the Department of Public Works, payable 
from Code Account 03-01-40-0030-94, 
Asphalt Repairs, Department of Public 
Works, and for payment thereof” by 
increasing the amount to $91,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 2054 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or the use of 
existing contracts for purchase of a 100 


ton truck scale to be furnished and 
installed at Heth’s Run Dump Facility, at a 
cost not to exceed Thirty Thousand 
($30,000.00), chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account ARTF, Asphalt 
Reimbursement Trust Fund. 

Also, 

No. 2055 Resolution granting unto 
Frank J. Gigiiotd, 704 Femhill Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15226, his 
successors and assigns, an encroachment 
to construct, maintain and use at his own 
cost and expense, a fence on a portion of 
the right-of-way along Elmbank Street in 
the 19th Ward, 4th Council District of the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Public Works, Water 
and Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 2056 Resolution providing for 
the designation as an Historic District 
under Section 513 of Chapter 1007 of the 
Code of Ordinances that certain district 
known as the Alpha Terrace Historic 
District, located in the Eleventh Ward, 
City of Pittsburgh. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Planning, Zoning and Land 
Use. 

Also, 

No. 2057 Communication from 
Tom Murphy, Mayor, informing Council 
of the appointment of Frank Gigliotti to 
the Allegheny County Sanitary Authority 
for a term to expire December 31, 1999. 




Which was read. 

The Chain 

We need a motion to receive and 
file the latter of the two. 

Mr- Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

set up a post agenda, they want to go over 
the projections for all of 1995; however, 
they could not give me a specific date but I 
told them I would mention it today. So, in 
the next week or so we will be scheduling 
a time and place, which will probably be 
about a month from now. But, they are 
coming forward with ‘95 projections to go 
over the revenues that we asked them to 
present to us. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

Very good. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Thank you very much. That 
concludes our Presentation of Papers. Are 
there any matters to be brought under 
Unfinished Business or Reports of Special 
Committees? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Actual versus projection, that kind 

of- 

Mr. Onorato: 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Yes. 

Mr. Onorato: 

The Chain 

Mr. President 

Well, partly it is also just 
forecasting, too. 

The Chain 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And they’ll be here to answer our 
questions. 

I think this is Unfinished Business. 
But, I was called today from the Budget 
Office. The Economy League told us at 
one of our Wednesday meetings that they 
would do a follow-up on the revenue 
projections for the money that we 
approved for their consulting work, and 
they called me today and asked if I could 

The Chain 

So, I think we are interested in the 
methodology on the actual forecasting. 


Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, I am not sure this is 
Unfinished Business, but we are having a 
Cable Summit on Thursday mornin g at 10 
a.m., and I wanted to make a motion to 
have that televised, please, on TCI’s Cable 
System. 

The Chain 

Yes. Could you just explain to us a 
little what that is. I don’t know if we have 
received any memo on that 

Mr. Cohen: 

Sure. No, every Councilmember 
received a memo last week, and what it is 
is the — I’ve invited the top ten cable 
companies in America to come to 
Pittsburgh, excluding TCI, and the purpose 
of the meeting is to get them — or one of 
them to come and compete with TCI here 
in the Pittsburgh area. We have seen over 
the years certainly that despite the minimal 
regulations that we are able to exert over 
TCI. their prices continue to go higher. 
So. the answer in my view, and I know in 
Council's view, is that we need 
competition in the industry. 

So, we are going to have a summit 
at 10 a.m. here in City Council Chambers. 
We have invited, as I said, the ten biggest 
cable operators to come. I know that at 
least Bell Atlantic will be here, and we’re 
going to try to sell them on Pittsburgh and 
get them to come and compete with TCI, 
and all Councihnembers certainly are 
invited. 


The Chain 

Well, could we clarify that. 
Regardless of you c alling it a summit, in 
effect, you are saying you are having a 
post agenda meeting? 

Mr. Cohen: 

That is right, it is a post agenda 
meeting. 

The Chain 

There is a motion. Is there a 
second? It would be a post agenda 
meeting actually. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

The Chain 

Seconded. All in favor on cable 
casting? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you. I hope my colleagues 
will attend the meeting. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you very much, Mr. Cohen. 

Any other matter under Unfinished 
Business or Reports of Special 
Committees? 





Which was read. 


If not, we are moving to Reports of 
Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Committee on F inan ce and the 
Budget Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
BUI No. 2058 

Report of the Co mmit tee on F inanc e and 
Budget for May 24, 1995, t ransmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation. 

Bill No. 1976 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
transferring the amount of $950,000.00 
from Code Account 2, (002501), Utilities, 
to Code Account SSFSP, (270256), 
Special Summer Food Service Program 
Trust Fund, the amount of $825,000.00 
and to Code Account SPP, (254359), 
Special Parks Programs, the amount of 
$125,000.00 in the Department of Parks 
and Recreation.” 


The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pies’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1983 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $15,000.00 to Francis Brucker 
c/o J. Gregory Giannuzzi, Esquire, his 
attorney, Suite B-1, Penn Oak 
Professional Building, 85 Universal 
Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235 in full and 
final settlement of an alleged slip and fell 
accident at property known as 2667 
Stafford Street, 20th Ward on or about 
January 28,1991” 


Which was read. 



The Chair; 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bill passed finally. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1984 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution for 
agreements for stenographic reporting 
services in connection with public 
hearings and providing for the payment 
of the cost thereof, cost not to exceed 
$4,000.00, payable from the Commission 
on H uman Relations Trust Fund.” 

Which was read. 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bid? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 

BUI No. 1985 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing authorization for the City of 
Pittsburgh, Department of Finance, to 
make severance and monthly payments to 
eligible City of Pittsburgh employees 
who elect to participate in the early 
Retirement Incentive Program on July 1, 
1995. (Eligible employees who elect to 
retire on July 1,1995 would be entitled to 
a single severance payment equal to 2 1/2 
times the monthly budgeted salary pay 
rate; and a monthly payment of $350.00 
payable from retirement through the 
month preceding the employee’s 65th 
birthday, if under 65 years at the time of 
retirement).” 





Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilman O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connor: 

On Bill 1985, I voted yes on 
Wednesday, and I will still support it, 
because I wouldn’t want to hurt the 
program for early retirement, but I must 
say for the record, I think there are 13 or 
14 employees, who were — because of 
cutbacks, who were forced to take early 
retirements. I think some consideration 
should be considered for them in whatever 
way, because our Law Department said 
they can’t mix it right now; I think we still 
should look at what other benefits we 
could do to those 13 or 14 that would have 
been eligible had they not been forced to 
retire. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Counc ilman Other 
discussion? 

On Bill 1985, I abstained last 
week. I have to respectfully vote no at this 
time on the bill. I wholeheartedly support 
the Administration’s attempt to institute an 
early retirement program and the harsh 
reality is that we either have to raise 
revenues and taxes or we have to cut back 
expenses, including the larger percentage 
of the expenses in the City budget, which 
happen to be payroll. I think it is pretty 
obvious at some point there will be 
another round of layoffs, possibly even 
significant layoffs, given a 15 or 16 


million dollar budget deficit, even this 
year alone. So that is the harsh reality that 
both the Administration and this Council 
has to deal with. 

While I personally support the 
intent and would support eventually an 
early retirement progr am , I just have a 
problem with the manner in which this is 
being done, in a way sort of cutting out 
Council as a Legislative body in terms of 
our oversight and our prerogatives. We 
are ta king this action where we 
theoretically right now know that the pool 
of pot ential applicants is over 500 
employees that supposedly could benefit 
and take an early retirement. It is not clear 
to me - and if it is, someone needs to 
educate me. It is still not clear to me what 
specific positions or employees will 
actually avail themselves of the early 
retirement plan; and, secondly, and the 
second critical step, specifically for three 
departments, at least: Public Works, 
especially including Enviro nmental 
Services, also cleaning the parks, the Parks 
Department personnel, and I guess 
possibly General Services. 

Until I can comfortably feel from 
an operations point of view - and those 
directors know what is the actual number 
of employees to be laid off, and then, what 
is the guarantee that the Administration 
and the Budget Office is going to actually 
agree to fill particular positions. I am a 
little bit uncomfortable and I am quite 
foankly, a little bit loath to vote and cast in 
concrete the early retirement plan until we 
go through that process of knowing more 
about how the program is being proposed 
will, in effect, affect City operations, 
everything from picking up the garbage to 
cleaning the parks. 


I would have to say this year, and it 

is not necessarily a criticism of the 
Administration, I think it is partly 
reorganization and cutbacks — 1 would say 
City services have taken a turn for the 
worse, in terms of garbage pick up, in 
terms of the cleanliness and maintenance 
wi thin the Parks System and to some 
extent, some of the lands and buildings 
under General Services, and that is not 
necessarily matters of criticism, it may be 
that partly it is reorganization and 
redefining job duties on a daily basis, 
supervision, foremen, that whole work 
needs to be thought through; also, we just 
have less people doing things, and I would 
just — I am in favor of an early retirement, 
1 think we need it, it would be a more 
progressive thing to do than just wholesale 
large amount of layoffs, which we may 
face come fall. 

But, I would like to have some 
comfortable feeling in my gut that we 
went through the exercise of knowing 
what specific positions are we going to 
lose and what is the guarantee that the 
Budget Office, who is kind of driving this 
thing, the Finance Department, who is 
clicking with the Director of General 
Services, the Director of Public Works, the 
Director of Parks, regarding the actual 
operations, and that puzzle, that part of the 
puzzle is still unclear to me, and in a way 1 
feel that this Legislative body needs to be 
concerned about that, we’re the ones who 
are going to bear the brunt of the 
headaches and the problems regarding 
services, and more importantly, we should 
be part of this process also. We formulate 
the budget, we decide operationally what 
specific positions need to be in the 
Operating Budget It is true that the 
Administration hires and fires and 


supervises and directs layoffs and things of 

this sort, hut I am still uncomfortable. 

It is obvious that this is going to 
get approved today despite my no vote, 
but I would hope maybe as a follow-up we 
can have — we will have to call generally 
an operations meeting follow-up with all 
the Council when the Administration 
comes back and says, these are the actual 
people being laid off. If I am going to lose 
the traffic person, then I want to know that 
that position is going to be filled, and I 
don’t know that yet, and we have already 
lost positions in street lighting and other 
layoffs this past fall which concern me 
regarding City services. 

And, again I applaud the 
Administration, I think it is creative, I 
think it is a progressive step forward to 
suggest a voluntary early re tir ement, but in 
terms of just the process of getting there, I 
think we are being left out of the process, 
and I think we have some unanswered 
questions. 

Secondly, and it goes back to 
fairness, I am not pleased that there were a 
number of people who were involuntarily 
laid off as a result of budget considerations 
this past year and I think there could have 
been a way to include them in this 
resolution, either by some separate bonus 
or some consideration because, in effect, it 
is just not fair. The people that were laid 
off were laid off solely because of budget 
crises in the same manner that this 
resolution is being proposed, theirs was 
objectively nothing different. Those 
weren’t bad employees, those weren’t 
employees who weren’t doing their job, 
those are employees who with a new 
Administration, recognizing a budget 
deficit, took a specific action, and that was 




involuntary layoffs. Had they done this 
first, then these people would have been a 
part of the actual resolution and would 
receive some benefit That sits in my 
crawl a little bit in terms of fairness. I 
don’t think it was necessarily intended, but 
I think there should be some way in this 
resolution, or an accompanying resolution 
to provide some fairness for those people 
that involuntarily were laid off without the 
accrued benefit that is being suggested 
here with the early retirement program. 

So, for those reasons 1 have to 
respectfully vote no. While I do 
appreciate and support the notion of early 
retirement, 1 am just not happy about the 
process, 1 am not happy about the fairness 
of this resolution. 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you, Mr. President I will 
be voting yes for the early re ti rement 
incentive, mainly because I feel that this 
will avoid certain individuals from being 
laid off and gives them an opportunity to 
retire with an incentive to retire to avoid 
hardship because of the budget crisis. 

However, I agree a hundred 
percent with what you said about the 
services that are being provided to the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh. Bulk 
pick up is now becoming a weekly 
complaint in all of our offices. Bulk pick 
up is a disaster in the City of Pittsburgh. I 
personally feel that we should be 
switching to one time once a month, but 
we cannot do that until we notify the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh what 
our plan is. Right now we’re still doing it 
every other week, and every other week, or 


every week really, because of the cycle, 
we’re getting a call why it’s being missed. 

And, I know it is not just the North 
Side, because I’ve talked to my colleagues 
here, and it’s happening across the City. I 
don’t know if it’s because they are 
undermanned; I don’t know what the 
problem is. But, I think, regardless of this 
bill, that we should immediately have 
some type of post agenda or a meeting 
with the Administration regarding bulk 
pick up first because that ’s the number one 
problem that I am experiencing. Because 
also I am concerned, this is the end of 
May, we’re going into June, everyone 
knows about the weeds and the grass, it’s 
starting to grow everywhere; are we going 
to be able to maintain these lots, these 
sidewalks, these railings, where the grass 
grows everywhere? And, I’m concerned. 
Last year it was problem. I think the 
manpower is very low, and I want to make 
sure that the summer youth that we hire, 
that has always been an issue, that they get 
put into the Public Works divisions, the 
youth, and give them the weed whackers 
and whatever else we need to clean up, 
especially the parklets and the lots and the 
railings that you see everywhere, just 
visually, make the City look clean. Every 
one of those s umm er youth should be out 
there helping clean up. I think that is a 
great job for them, they’re making pretty 
good money and it is pretty safe, and it 
goes a long way to making this City look 
good. 

But, I think we should do that 
immediately because it is right around the 
bend, we’re talking a week or so. I know 
there are spots already on the North Side 
where there are weeds out of control, but 
the bulk has to be addressed, the bulk pick 
up. 




The Chain 

Ball fields also are deplorable, at 
least in my district. I don't know what 
happened this past year but for some 
reason the grass is not being cut, and 1 
don't know if it is a reorganization 
problem, and my concern is whether or not 
this early re t ir ement is going to exacerbate 
the situation of key supervisors or other 
who are part of this package. 1 want to 
know before I vote on this who’s going to 
be out there not working any more in 
terms of getting the daily task done. 

Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you. Just briefly, Mr. 
President Today I will be voting for this 
resolution before us. Obviously there's 
another issue, one correctly raised by 
Councilman Bob O'Connor and yourself 
and that is the 12 to 15 employees that 
were left go, however, that hopefully will 
be addressed at a different time. 

At the beginning of the year Mayor 
Murphy came up with different ways or 
different alternatives to live within our 
means and stay within the budget and to 
save money, and that is before us today, is 
really a puzzle and this is another part of 
that puzzle, that if we’re very sincere and 
we’re well-meaning, and that is that we 
have to live within the budget today, I 
think we have to pass this today also. 
And, in effect, if this doesn’t get passed 
today it is going to continue to burden our 
projections in terms of expenditures of 
revenues, thus causing maybe a layoff in 
the future. And, I think this is what this is 
hopefully going to address. Thank you. 


The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. Mr. 
Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I share 
Councilman Ricciardi's views. I’ll be 
voting in favor of this. We’ve on 
numerous occasions talked about our 
Operating Budget and the deficits that 
have been racked up in the past and the 
reasons for it, primarily being bad forecast 
of revenues, but also being the expenditure 
end. And, when the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority deal came before us we 
spent a lot of time debating and discussing 
the problem because we were — the point 
was, well, we’ll get all this money in when 
we sell our infrastructure to the Water and 
Sewer Authority, but what’s that going to 
do in the long run, 1 mean that's going to 
help us out now, but down the road we’ve 
got to do something; we’ve got to live 
within our means here. We’ve got to find 
ways to trim expenses. 

And, as Councilman Ricciardi said, 
this is part of that puzzle on trimming 
expenses. Without laying people off we’re 
going to be able to decrease our work 
force; people will have an incentive to 
retire, when they retire some of their 
positions will be filled, some won’t be 
filled, and that way we’re able to cut down 
our expenditures in the personnel area. 
And, the nice thing about it is, when you 
go back to last year, when we actually 
went through the layoff process, if people 
haven’t been re-hired that were laid off, 
just because we could not longer afford to 
have them, then hopefully they will be, 
and properly, they should be the first 
people that are called back; if they are still 





interested in working for the City of 
Pittsburgh and they were laid off iast year 
because we just didn't have the funds last 
year, and we get - say we get 200 people 
that are going to retire under this and 
we’re going to fill, say, a hundred 
positions, then we should be able to re-hire 
those people that were laid off last year. 
So, I think that is another one of the 
benefits of this. 

And, then as far as the concerns 
about services in the City and us not 
knowing exactly who is going to take this 
or not take it, I am concerned, as you are, 
Mr. President, with that, but we’ve been 
reassured that the directors are aware of 
who’s going to take it I think they have 
taken some informal polls, but until we 
past the legislation and they actually have 
the offer in front of them, we’re not going 
to know exactly who is going to take it 
because the deal isn’t formally in front of 
them. But, my understanding from the 
Administration and people that I have 
talked to is they’ve all informally polled 
the people that are eligible for this, they 
know, or at least as much as they can 
know, who has made a decision that they 
are going to take it and they are pretty 
comfortable with what moves they can 
make personnel wise to take up the slack 
in the most crucial positions. So, I’ll be 
voting in favor of this. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Councilman. Mr. 

Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I 
reluctantly will vote for this bilL and the 
reason it’s reluctant is that none of us want 


to vote for a bill that will end up with 
fewer workers, and let’s free it, that is 
going to mean fewer services provided to 
people of the City of Pittsburgh. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to do it in a way 
that it won’t undermine the quality of 
those services. But, it is not an easy vote 
to take, but we have a budget deficit and 
we have a no growth budget And, the 
reason we have a no growth economy, in 
the last four years — I mean sometimes 
people point to the economic situation 
since 1980, but in the last four years we 
have had less than one percent growth, 
‘91, *92, ‘93 and ‘94, which is one quarter 
of the national trend, and until we have a 
return to this region of industry and jobs, 
we’re going to continue to have this 
situation. 

So, on the one hand I reluctantly 
vote for this because it has to be done. 
And, I agree with Councilman Hertzberg 
during the whole debate on the Water and 
Sewer Authority, all of us, I think, whether 
we are on the pro side or the con side, all 
of us said, this isn’t going to solve our 
budget problem; this is going to give us 
some time, but it is not going to solve it in 
the long run; we have to take drastic steps 
in the long run and this is a drastic step. 

But, I also encourage everybody to 
look at the other side of the ledger and that 
is attracting people and attr acti ng firms 
back to the City because we have such 
terrific assets. The Development Fund 
should allow us to do that, the Pittsburgh 
Growth Initiative should allow us to do 
that but we need to be more aggressive on 
the revenue side, so that we wouldn’t have 
to make tough budget decisions like this. 




The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. Again, I 
would like to suggest that with the 
following passage of this bill that with 
Mr. Onorato chairing Budget and the 
Finance, we could possibly have a special 
Wednesday meeting or a post agenda 
meeting with the Administration, just 
dealing with the operations. Once they 
know who all is going to be part of the 
early retirement, I would like to have an 
understanding by department, specifically 
the three I mentioned, what positions will 
the A dminis tration agree to fill or maintain 
and in what manner. So, I would like to 
suggest maybe that we maybe around the 
middle of July we have a follow up, call it 
an Operations Meeting, or what have you. 

The bill is now ready for final 
action All in favor of the passage of the 
bill will vote “aye” when their names are 
called, all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald 

AYES 7 NOES 1 

(MR. FERLO, PRES’T, VOTING NO) 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

Also, 


Bill No. 1986 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the lease or lease of certain 
property on the sixth floor of 938 Penn 
Avenue from July 1, 1995 for a term of 
26 months, at a rental of $3,918.00 per 
month to house classroom and office 
space for the Pittsburgh Partnership Jobs 
Initiative Single Point of Contact upon 
certain terms and conditions, providing 
for the payment of costs thereof. Total 
cost shall not exceed $101,868.00. (The 
rental is $12.00 per square foot for 26 
months, the area covered in the 
aforementioned lease is 3,918 square 
feet).” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2032 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Resolution No. 973, effective 
January 1, 1995, entitled, ‘Resolution 
adopting and approving the 1995 Capital 
Budget and the 1995 Community 
Development Block Grant Program and 
approving the 1995 through 2000 Capital 
Improvement Program,’ is hereby 
amended by decreasing line item 1796 
System Modernization, City Council, by 
$40,000 from $65,000 to $25,000, and 
increasing line item 616 Information 
Systems Modernization, City Information 
Systems, by $40,000 from 460,00 to 
500,000.—(SPONSORED BY MR. 
ONORATO)” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2033 

A Resolution entitled, “Providing for new 
and/or existing agreement (s) and/or 




contract (s) for the purchase of PC’s 
and/or peripheral equipment for the 
improvements/upgrades to the City 
Council’s computer system. Cost not to 
exceed $40,000.00.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2034 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for new and/or existing 
agreement (s) and/or contract (s) for the 
acquisition and maintenance of enterprise- 
wide database software in connection with 
the Financial Information Systems and 
Public Systems. Cost not to exceed 
$500,000.00.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Any other discussion on any of the 
other bills? If not, the bills are now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bills will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no” The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2059 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
May 24, 1995, transmitting one resolution 
to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 
Bill No. 1987 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Meinert Truck & Auto, 35 
McCandless Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15201, his successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
mai nt ai n and use at his own cost and 
expense, a building addition on a portion 
of the right-of-way on Harrison Street in 
the 10th Ward, 7th Council District of the 
City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 






Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2060 

Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for May 24, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

Bill No. 1989 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
or contract or contracts, or use of existing 
agreements or contracts, with a consultant 
or consultants, or vendor or vendors, for 
the purpose of conducting planning and 
management studies, and related activities 
in support of such studies, including the 
purchase of data and data analysis 
equipment, at a cost not to exceed 
S336,000,-00, chargeable to and payable 
from the following accounts: 1995 CDBG 
Program, Department of City Planning 
“Planning & Management”, $86,000.00, 
and from 1995 “NPA and Department of 
City Planning, $250,000.00.” 


Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 2061 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for May 24, 1995, transmitting two 
resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1978 






A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 493, effective 
May I, 1992, entitled, ‘Resolution 
providing for an agreement (s) and 
contract (s) with consultant (s) and vendor 
(s) to assist the City in improving its 
Citizen Participation Process, at a cost not 
to exceed $300,000.00,’ so as to increase 
the, amount-allocated t o $310.000.00. 
chargeable to and payable from the 
following accounts: 1992 CDBG Program 
“Citizen Participation & Technical 
Assistance”, Department of City Planning, 
in an amount of $300,000.00; and Citizen 
Participation, NPA, Department of City 
Planning, in an amount of $10,000.00.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1979 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the execution of a 
Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Urban Redevelopment Authority 
of Pittsburgh for the performance of 
certain work in connection with the 1995- 
1996 Community Development Block 
Grant Program. Cost not to exceed 
$13,820,000.00” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 


their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2062 

Report of the Committee on T -anris. 
Buildings and Procurement for May 24, 
1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation. 
Bill No. 2040 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the letting of a contract or 
contracts, or the use of existing contracts, 
for the purchase of Bicycle Helmets for 
the Department of General Services, 
payable from Community 

Communications Trust Fund (CCTF), 
Department of General Services. Cost not 
to exceed $75,000.00.—(SPONSORED 
BY MR. FERLO)” 




Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 1980 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution 896/1992, for and 
agreement or agreements of lease with 
Dinardo Limited (owner Charles 
DiNardo) of certain indoor and outdoor 
space for an initial term of Five (5) years 
at $1.00 per square foot annually for the 
purpose of securing space to be used for 
the leasing of office space and storage of 
equipment and vehicles by the City of 
Pittsburgh and the Department of Public 
Safety at a cost not to exceed $75,000.00, 
by adding and/or Miscellaneous Services, 
Code Account 1148.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 


The bills having received the 

legally required number of votes are 
passed finall y 

MIL HERTZBERG PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2063 

Report of the Committee on Parks, 
Recreation and Youth Policy for May 24, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 1977 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with the Pittsburgh Board of Public 
Education for the purpose of providing 
meals in connection with the Summer 
Food Service Program in the Department 
of Parks and Recreation. The total cost 
not to exceed $750,000.00, and shall be 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account SSFSP, (270256), Special 
Summer Food Service Program, in the 
Department of Parks and Recreation.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading anH 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
n a m es are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 






The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


AYES 8 


NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 


MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2065 


Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 


Report of the Committee on Engin eeri ng 
and Construction for May 24, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chain 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 


That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 


Bin No. 1975 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
adopting Official Sewage Facilities Plan 
revision for the Towne Place Apartments 
located on Colwell Street at the 
intersection of Vine Street in the 3rd Ward 
of the City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 


MOTIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS 


The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions. 

If there is no objection, we will 
meet in a Special Session tomorrow, 
Thursday, June 1st, 1995 at 2 p.m. here in 
these Council Chambers for the swearing 
in of the 6th District Councilmember, 
Councilman Elect SalaUdin. Ifthereisno 
objection, I would like to suggest we have 
a Special Session. Again, that will be 
tomorrow at 2:00 for the swearing in. 



Any other matters to be brought 
under Motions and Resolutions? We will 
go down the line, starting with 
Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President Last 
Thursday the Commerce Committee of the 
United States House of Representatives 
voted in favor of the Telecommunications 
Bill. This was a huge bill that has 
provisions on everything from local 
telephone companies and long distance 
carriers to television. 

One of the aspects of the bill that I 
would like to focus on is cable television. 
This co mmi ttee, controlled by the 
Republicans, voted to kill nearly every 
cable television regulation that currently 
exists at the Federal level. If it passes the 
full House and, of course, the full Senate - 
this was the Commerce Committee of the 
House - if it passes it would eliminate 
virtually all price regulation of cable 
television firms. That includes all 
regulation of basic rate, which we have 
now, and also the minimal regulations we 
have now on Expanded Basic Rate. It 
would basically repeal the entire Cable Act 
of 1992. That Act was landmark 
legislation and it was really the first step 
toward restricting cable monopolies from 
gouging the consumer. It allowed us here 
in Pittsburgh to lower the Basic Rate cable 
television, to expand the TCI billing cycle, 
and also to sue TCI several times on the 
Expanded Basic Rate. 

What happened in Washington is 
that these Members of Congress sold out 
to the cable television industry. It was as 
simple as that They sold out to people 


like John Malone, who is the President of 
TCI, who is personally worth, personally 
worth one billion dollars. That’s what he 
alone is worth. Now, for these lawmakers 
to sell out to cable monopoly robber 
barons like him is outrageous, and there 
actually were reports that, not only did the 
Republican Members of Congress have 
numerous meetings with cable television 
executives but actually cable television 
lobbyists wrote portions of this bill. There 
are reports that they sat down and wrote 
parts of this bill. 

I am the first to agree that if there 
is meaningful competition then there 
should be no regulation. But, if there is no 
competition, and there is none in 
Pittsburgh and most other cities in the 
country, then we need to have regulation 
to put the brakes on companies like TCI. 
In Pittsburgh, if you want cable TV, you 
have to get TCI and TCI knows that and 
that is why they continue to raise their 
Expanded Basic Rates. This Cable 
Summit that we are having on Thursday is 
an attempt to get another cable company to 
come in and compete with TCI, but until 
that happens, we have to be allowed to 
restrain TCI from raising rates continually, 
and that is what the Cable Act of 1992 
helped us to do, but frankly even that Act 
wasn’t strong enough. We should be able 
to regulate Expanded Basic Rates, too, the 
same way that we’re able to regulate Basic 
Rates. So, in my view the regulations 
aren’t strong enough, and here you have 
the Commerce Committee and the House 
of Representatives saying they’re too 
strong and we’re going to repeal all of 
them. 

So, what I would like to do, Mr. 
President, is make a motion to 
communicate our position to the entire 





Pennsylvania delegation, including our 
Senators Rick Santorum and Arlen Specter 
and tell them that we absolutely oppose 
this aspect of the Teleco mmunica tion s 
Bill, that to repeal these regulations would 
be anti-consumer and it would hurt our 
City. It is going to go to the floor of the 
House soon, and the same bill, essentially 
the same bill, there are some other 
c h a ng es, but the cable TV portion of the 
bill is the same on the Senate side and 
they’re going to be voting on that soon. 
So, I would like to make a motion to 
oppose that portion of the bill, Mr. 
President 

The Chain 

The motion has been marie^ is there 
a second? 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 


The Chain 

It has been seconded. Is there any 
other discussion on the matter? 

This Council is already on record 
several years ago in support of the original 
Cable Act, Regulation Act 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

That ‘92 Cable Act didn’t save us 
much money. I mean Mr. Cohen brings 
up a lot of good points, we can save 
nickels and dollars here and there, but 
without — and if AT&T comes in. 
Without competition, our rates are going 
up since ‘92, with or without this law. We 
have been able to save a few cents. So the 


only real answer is probably competition, 
or people can turn it off. 

The Chain 

I think when we passed the original 
resolution supporting the notion of some 
consumer representation by creating some 
ability by the Feds to do regulation, we did 
point it out that we were not happy with 
the final passage and we wanted stronger 
consumer protections regarding the local 
co mm u niti es being able to regulate the 
actual rates, not just the Basic but the other 
levels. That did not pass in the final ‘92 
bill and we’ve begun to see the impact 
locally in the last few years with TCI. I 
think what we need is a stronger 
regulatory bill that actually protects the 
consumers, not just the wholesale 
elimination of any regulatory ability by the 
Feds. It is true that it may spur 
competition. There is nothing actually 
preventing competition right now, 
depending on what the resources are and 
who wants to invest in what kind of 
industry. But, I think your point is well 
taken. 

Any other discussion? 
Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg; 

Yes. Mr. President, just if we 
could be sure to send a copy of this to our 
Cable Advisory Commission also. They 
have inti m a t ed to me that sometimes they 
feel a little left out of these discussions, 
and they do work hard and voluntarily for 
us. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman. 




Mr. Cohen: 

They certainly will be. They have 
all been also to the Cable Summit on 
Thursday, and I had a long talk — 

The Chain 

Cable Summit/Post Agenda. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Oh, Cable Summit/Post Agenda. — 
and I personally spoke with Celia Shapiro, 
the Chair, and had a long talk with one 
other member last night about this. So, 
they will definitely be notified. 

And, I agree, the regulations aren't 
strong enough; however, they did allow us 
to reduce the Basic Rate. The Basic Rate 
has gone from 12.65 a month down to 9.95 
a month. The Expanded Basic Rate, 
Congress has not given us that power, and 
here they are trying to take away the very 
little power that we have, so we have to 
oppose it 

The Chain 

Very good. Any other discussion 
on this matter? All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes, I want to bring up something, 
I think it is real important to probably a lot 
of the communities, and that is refuse pick 
up, particularly bulk pick up. It has been 
shoddy at best, especially in my 


community, and I know after talking with 
other Council people, there's been a 
problem in their districts. I have had half 
of the community of Brookline that hasn't 
even been picked up for a month. 
Residents on Woodward Avenue even 
made an attempt by p iling their bulk 
together to make it easier for the refuse 
woikexs to get rid of the items. Still they 
did all that work, they all got together, 
they put it in one spot, no one shows up to 
pick it up. Canick and Beechview, same 
horror stories continue. I mean this is 
basically they're trashing our 
neighborhoods by allowing — and in front 
of my own house, my neighbors have a 
dryer and other items that have been out 
for the last week. There are couches all 
the way up and down. It looks like our 
Refuse Department is basically on strike, 
and you call diem and they say, hey, we're 
getting out there. 1 would like to know 
why these people are just told to hang on 
to the — why aren’t they being told, just 
hang on to your stuff until we're able to 
get into that neighborhood, if we’re having 
a problem with scheduling trucks to go 
into certain neighborhoods. The City is 
just allowing people to put stuff out and 
basically just making our neighborhoods 
look absolutely terrible. If you ride up and 
down Beechview Avenue, whether it’s 
Brookline, up in the Brookline and Canick 
area, and all you see is bulk and it is 
because no one has notified these people, 
and their landlords are getting on them 
about having stuff out in front of the place, 
and the place look terrible, and it’s not 
their fault And, a lot of these people are 
Senior Citizens that have paid someone to 
come and put that on the sidewalk so it 
could be removed and now they’re going 
to have to have people and pay it and take 
it back into the backyard, or back into the 
house, and it is just real unfair. 






I would like a response from the 
Administration. I think that we deserve 
this, I think that the residents of the City 
deserve a response and an attempt to 
correct the problem, whether it be that we 
can’t handle the bi-weekly bulk pick up, 
that it become monthly, something. 
Something has to happen. It is incredible 
that it has been ignored up to this point 

The other thing is that 1 when they 
do start picking this up, they better not be 
telling people that they only can have two 
pieces out there because they haven’t 
picked it up for a month, so these people 
are going to have four or six pieces out 
there and they have a right to have that out 
there because they’re told, every other 
week that they can have two pieces out 
there. 

So, I mean I think all that the 
Refuse Department is going to have is just 
an over-abundance of garbage when they 
do finally get to a particular neighborhood. 
I talked to them, yesterday they told me 11 
communities, that’s how backed they are, 
before they’ll get to some of these 
communities that I just mentioned. I am 
sure some of my colleagues would like to 
probably add to that, and I just would like 
a response from the Administration and 
the Department of Environmental 
Resources. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Counc ilman ] think 
you are speaking for several of us. I know 
in several of my neighborhoods there has 
been headaches there in the last few 
weeks. I still don’t know if there has been 
a contract signed with the work force. It 
has been over three years since there has 


been an agreement. I do not know the 
status of that or if that has any thing to do 
with the current situation. 

I would also ask as part of your 
concern, one follow-up to Mr. Onoiato’s 
earlier comment, and we can maybe ask 
our Chairperson Mr. Ricciardi to host a 
post agenda with Public Works, 
Environmental Services, where we can 
talk about some of these issues. But, I do 
think that we should communicate to 
Chief Cimino right now of BBI. I do not 
think anybody - I would resent the feet 
that our residents, either as a property 
owner or as a tenant, would be cited in any 
way during this period when there’s a 
mess on the streets. So, I hope I am not 
going to have to go to Housing Court and 
appear to explain to the Housing Court 
Magistrate that somebody got a citation 
when they acted in good faith by putting 
their bulk pick up out. So, I would hope 
that there would be a suspension of any 
ticket writing, citation writing in these 
areas that have been affected by problems 
with the bulk pick up. 

So, if the Chief isn’t listening we 
should communicate to him, otherwise 
we re all going to be getting ealU from 
irate residents, and I got better things to do 
than spend time in Housing Court 

Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President I fully 
support Mr. Cusick’s request for 
information from the Administration. 
Residents and taxpayers demand and 
should receive quality services. Since 
taking office in 1990 through 3994,1 never 
received a complaint concerning 



Environmental Services, but now 

complaints are flowing in to our offices, 
and it is more just than bulk pick up. 

No matter if there is a contract 
signing or if there’s not, residents should 
always receive good services. However, 
the crux of the problem is just that, Mr. 
President, that there is not a contract to 
date in effect, and if that is affecting 
services, I really wish the Administration 
would once again get off the dime and sit 
down and try to iron out the problems they 
are having. 

But, even setting that aside, that 
should not be an excuse for City workers 
not doing quality work in our 
neighborhoods, not just the bulk pick up 
but others. For example, for the first time 
ever since taking office since 1990, streets 
are being missed in my district The 
question now becomes, is it a mistake, is it 
intentional, or have routes changed and 
new people are not used to or not to date 
know their own routes. 

So, there needs to be a post agenda. 
I am going to be honest with you, I don’t 
think there needs to be a post agenda in 
these Chambers, I really think there needs 
to be private discussions between this 
body and the Administration and that’s 
what I am going to call for in the next 
several weeks. 

But, Mr. Cusick, I do support your 
request for information in written form. 
Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Well, something has to be done, 
and either the route foremen or the 
supervisors, if that garbage isn't picked up 


then they got to get out there and they 

work overtime and they pick it up, and if 
they need help they can call me, but they 
got to pick that garbage up if the work 
force isn’t doing it For whatever the 
reason is, then they got to go back out at 
2:30, make their runs back down them 
alleyways and pick it up; that means take 
off the suit, get the work clothes on and 
pick the garbage up. But, I think we need 
to resolve this because it is a mess, it is 
definitely a mess in several of my 
neighborhoods and it is getting to be really 
aggravating for a lot of the residents. 

So, if they are not going to pick it 
up, then we’re going to start downing our 
clothes and put on the rubbish workers’ 
clothes and let’s pick it up, but the 
foremen and supervisors got to be 
responsible. They can’t just ride around in 
pickup trucks all day like I see them doing. 

Councilman Hertzberg and then 
Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President 
Councilman Ricciardi, whatever 
methodology you choose, I would like to 
add another area. When it comes to our 
refuse pick up or Environmental Services, 
and that is the organic stuff, whether it be 
grass clippings, leaves, or Christmas 
Trees, I complained before and I’ll 
complain again, that the current program is 
inadequate. Currently when you cut your 
grass, you’re supposed to transport it to 
die nearest Public Works area that receives 
that, and I just think that defies human 
nature to be asking people to do that with 
their grass clippings, and what is going on, 
in fact, is people just put it out with the 
rest of their garbage and I think it gets 




picked up, which is a violation of all the 
recycling provisions of State Law; I mean 
it is just not being done correctly and I 
think we need to look in to doing it 
correctly, some form of pick up of those 
kinds of materials on more than a once a 
year basis which is what we had this year. 
I mean having a one-time Saturday grass 
pick up in May really doesn’t go too far. 

The Chain 

Other comments just on this point? 
Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I am going to join the chorus, Mr. 
President. Unless anybody thinks that this 
is happening in just some neighborhoods 
and not in others, I have been receiving an 
inordinate number of complaints lately to 
not just bulk pick up but also regular pick 
up Recycling seems to have been okay. I 
don’t know if other people have 
complaints about recycling, that seems to 
be oka>. but I’ve gotten an inordinate 
number of complaints on bulk pick up, as 
Councilman Cusick said, who raised this 
whole issue, and also just the regular 
garbage pick up. 

I have a woman in Shadyside that 
has lived in the same home for 30 years, 
she has had her garbage picked up every 
week for 30 years and then all of a sudden 
eight weeks ago, the garbage stopped 
being picked up, and it wasn’t picked up 
for six weeks solid. And, our office 
probably spent I don’t know how many 
hours just trying to get one persons 
garbage picked up. That’s just one 
example of a number of examples that we 
have had lately. 


So, I totally join in the need for 
having either a post agenda or some kind 
of communication with the Administration 
and find out what is wrong out there 
because there is a serious garbage problem 
out there. 

The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Maybe I can wrap it up. I think I 
agree with Mr. Ricciardi, that’s one of the 
assets I think 

- well, I’ve lived in the City all my life 
and I’ve never really had a problem until 
just recently. And, on Second Avenue in 
Hazelwood, some empty building right on 
Second Avenue, they’re starting to pile 
garbage, everybody’s piling it up, it’s one 
big pile, and my office just spent two days 
trying to get it picked up, getting the run 
around, and I’m sure all of us have better 
things to do than get the run around. 

And, I agree with Mr. Ricciardi, I 
don’t know that we need a post agenda, I 
t hink — I hope that someone is liginning to 
this and we send a strong message to go 
pick up the garbage, whatever it takes. We 
don’t need a meeting to teach people how 
to pick it up which they’ve been doing for 
years and years and all of a sudden now it 
isn’t working. So, I hope they understand 
where we’re coming from. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Cusick: 




Mr. President, if I may, just a last 

few words, and that is, a number of people 
have been railing the Refuse Department, 
Environmental Services Department, and 
have been receiving what I think is 
improper responses or behavior on the 
telephone from different personnel within 
that Department I want to let everyone 
know, and I don’t think that the Mayor or 
his Adminis tration, I know this Council 
doesn’t appreciate to hear when people are 
being not given the courtesy that they 
deserve in response — 

The Chain 

Not exactly customer friendly, 

huh? 

Mr. Cusick: 

— in response to the complaints 
that they are giving. And, 1 mean that 
several people have called me and just said 
that they basically tell you you’re just 
going to have to wait, in a rude way, and 
it’s not even in a nice way. I don’t 
appreciate to hear that. I know other 
Council people have come to me and said 
that they have received the same 
complaint. I hope that the Administration 
takes a look at that and maybe call down 
there a couple times, give a few 
complaints of their own and see how 
they’re handled, and I don’t think they 
would appreciate it either because I’ve 
done it and I didn’t like it myself. 

The Chain 

I think we need to ask the Mayor to 
make a few phone calls incognito and see 
what some of the residents are going 
through right now as relates to customer 
friendliness, or lack thereof 


Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Different issue, Mr. President. 

The Chair: 

Well, let’s just be clear. Now, 
you’re going to assist in some kind of a 
follow-up meeting regarding the route 
problem and the pick up, specifically bulk, 
right, and the other concerns that have 
been addressed? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

That’s correct I’ll have something 
set up by next week. 


The Chain 

Thank you very much, Mr. 
Ricciardi. 

On another matter. Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

1 am going to switch to a different 
issue, but right before I do that, I just want 
to briefly, real briefly, just back up what 
Councilman Cusick said. There is a 
certain individual that should watch his 
attitude on the phone, it’s not customer 
friendly and it’s not Council friendly 
either, and that is something that I 
addressed with the Director and hopefully 
it has been taken care of. 






Different issue. In April of this 
year, Mr. President, I appeared in front of 
the “Post Gazette” Editorial Board, as 
some of you have in the past as a 
ca ndi da te for Council, and one of the 
issues that I talked about that I thought 
was a major concern in 1995, was the 
whole issue of busing in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

The reason I bring it up today is 
because we have two Representatives that 
are starting to move in Harrisburg, 
Representative Frank Gigliotti and 
Representative Harry Readshaw, that are 
addressing this issue. 

I am very concerned, this is a local 
issue, it’s an issue that affects us here. 
There is no reason why tins issue has to 
turn into a powder keg. What I am going 
to do is take the lead, hopefully with my 
colleague. Council woman McDonald, and 
tap in to her knowledge as the former 
President of the School Board, god then 
deal with the School Board. 

With all due respect to our State 
Representatives, this is an issue that j 
think we should be involved in with the 
School Board because even though it is 
technically under the School Board issue, 
as all of you know, we deal with the 
repercussions of busing or no busing in the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

I personally am one of the 
individuals that think that busing has 
outlived its usefulness, but at the same 
time, when and if it is eliminated, we have 
to look at the other issues involved here 
and be ready to deal with them. We just 
can’t say eliminate it and that’s it We 
have to be prepared to look at the poor 
neighborhoods and the special needs in 


certain neighborhoods, to maIce sure that 
the conditions that existed before Court 
Order forced busing on the City of 
Pittsburgh, don’t exist again J and I believe 
we can do that 

And, at the same time I don’t thinlr 
we can go on with our eyes closed and 
ignoring the feet that we are losing people 
every single day because, a perception of 
the School System, they’re leaving and 
particularly when it gets to the Middle 
School level, for whatever reason. At least 
I know in my district the number of people 
that tell me they love the grade school 
system, but as soon as that 6th Grade issue 
comes up, they are very nervous and they 
are m a king a vote with their pocketbook 
by moving. And, it is something that is 
affecting our tax base, it is affecting the 
whole quality of life in the City of 
Pittsburgh, and it is an issue that I thinV 
should be addressed in a civil way anrf 
discussion should start now, since the ball 
is ro lling in Harrisburg, for whatever 
reason. 

I want to make sure that this thing 
doesn’t turn in to a political fight among 
individuals before we even talk with the 
real issues. I am very concerned that - in 
theory, I understand why we had busing, 
but perception is reality. We all bring in 
students here for academic awards; we 
know that the Pittsburgh School Board has 
been awarded over and over again as one 
of the great urban centers, great urban 
school districts in this country, 
unfortunately, they’re competing with the 
surrou n d ing suburbs, they’re not 
competing with other urban areas, and 
unfortunately, there’s a perception out 
there, for whatever reason, and people are 
moving out of the City. 



We all saw the report a few weeks 
ago, or months ago, where there was a 
si gnifi cant drop in the population in the 
School District, but it is an issue that 1 
want to make sure that we start dealing 
with. 

So, what I am going to hopefully 
do here is deal with the Representatives, 
deal with Councilwoman McDonald and 
other Councilmembers here, but I would 
also like to meet with the School Board 
and understand where is this Court Order, 
why it was established, how are other 
cities handling it, is it legally possible to 
even talk of this issue and to deal with this 
issue; do we have to go back in front of the 
Federal Court; what are the problems if it 
is eliminated, how do we deal with them. 

There are so many issues and 
questions to be answered here, but I think 
the time has come that we at least address 
the issue We can no longer just ignore it 
and let u go on the status quo and saying, 
it's a Court Order, we have to do it, blah, 
blah, blah, and the same old language. 

1 think it is something that has to 
be addressed. A lot of people are talking 
about family values, opening up the 
schools at night One of the biggest 
concerns and complaints I get in my 
district from parents: It’s very difficult to 
participate in school activity after school 
because of the transportation problem, if 
their child happens to go across the City to 
a different school. As you know not 
everyone has easy transportation in this 
City, that you can go and watch your child 
do something at night, or even the child 
himself or herself being able to participate 
in extra-curricular activity. And, we can’t 
ignore the fact that the cost of 
transportation at the School Board and 
how large it is and the tight budgets that 


we’re dealing with, both in the City and at 
the School Board. 

So, 1 am looking at this as a way to 
maybe work together with all of us, the 
School Board and the City Council and the 
State officials, as opposed to three 
different bodies running off in their own 
direction and trying to do their own thing 
without even dealing with the other 
legislative bodies that have to deal with 
the problems and the issues and the results 
that come from what might happen down 
the road. 

I think the time is here, it is 
obviously out there, and hopefully we can 
resolve this in an amicable way and 
benefit the City overall and particularly the 
students, and that we come out of this with 
a stronger neighborhood sense and a 
stronger City and a stronger School 
System for all of us. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. 
Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes, I would agree very much with 
what Mr. Onorato had to say in regards to 
coining up with and in starting to discuss 
some of what has been happening within 
our communities, what has been 
happening within our schools. 1 think that 
for the most part we all have heard that 
message from parents and we shrug our 
shoulders a lot and say it's up to the 
School Board and now two 
Representatives, and to be honest, I have 
worked with them in regards to this piece 
of legislation and on this legislation, my 
staff, and it is something that I think a lot 





of the communities would like to at least 
have the opportunity to discuss. 

We often look around and we 
wonder why certain behavior is happening 
within a certain community and yet we are 
not giving these children a sense of 
community, a sense of belonging, because 
we’re taking them out of their co mmunit y 
at a very young age and shipping them off 
somewhere else. 

I think geographically we have to 
look at safety issues in regards to the 
busing and the weather and though a lot of 
parents don’t like putting their children on 
buses for that reason. 1 think there are a 
number of issues that need to start to be 
discussed. 

I would agree with Mr. Onorato 
that this Council, the School Board, the 
State Representatives, that we all get 
together at some point and we discus s 
what is going on and really hash out and 
try to find out whether or not it is in the 
best interest of our children and the 
taxpayers of the City to continue to bus 
students in the Pittsburgh Public School 
System. 

The Chain 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I just wanted to say that Homer 
Floyd is a Director of the Pennsylvania 
Human Relations Commission, and to my 
colleague. Councilman Onorato, if you 
want a preliminary review of all the 
legalities that were involved in the 
desegregation, that wasn’t necessarily a 
Court Order, it would have been in court. 


though, please feel free to call him; he’s 
been very good at explaining things Ki»» 
why it happened and how can you get 
from under that 

I will say this, being at national 
meetings as well and being on national 
boards, it isn’t easy; it’s a lot more 
complicated than what it seems. 

So, I commend you and I 
commend Council also for looking into 
actually engaging in dialogue with the 
School Board because believe me they’re 
the experts, as far as busing children, or 
children, period, in the schools. And, I 
look forward to that I believe it will be 
enlightening. You’ll find a lot of 
obstacles, but at the same time maybe we 
need to put our heads together and find out 
if there’s a different direction or a good 
direction. 

Again, if we go back in history to 
1954, the Desegregation Order, Brown 
versus Board, the only reason that busing 
was even instituted was it was the only 
guarantee that the Supreme Court had - 
the only guarantee that they had that 
people really would make resources 
equitable for all children. They couldn’t 
trust the schools, they couldn’t trust the 
state. How are you going to trust the State 
of Mississippi back in 1950 or 1960? I 
still don’t trust them. So, this is the only 
way you could trust them, is to have the 
black kids and white kids go to the same 
school. 

So, that’s where it all came from, 
but again, this is 1995, there’s been a lot of 
revisitation to that Supreme Court 
Decision, and I look forward to — and if 
you want, I can get the Superintendent to 
schedule a meeting so that we can look in 




to it Because I agree, the City and 

Schools do need to work together and 
there are some very, very basic issues that 
both of us need to be involved in. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Council woman. Just 
as a follow-up, I would like to see, as Mr. 
Onorato suggested, some face to face 
meeting to explore the issue further. I 
think, as Councilwoman McDonald talked 
about, the essence of the legal issues 
decided in Brown versus Ed., more to 
do with the lack of equitable distribution 
of the actual resources. It was clear at that 
point that there were no pens and pencils 
and books for certain schools and there 
was gym equipment and computers for 
other schools. That’s maybe a general 
classification. But, I don’t think that is the 
case any more in the City of Pittsburgh 
regarding the actual resources. 

I guess I approach the issue more, 
in terms of neighborhoods that I represent, 
not only from safety and some of the other 
issues that Mr. Cusick presented, I guess 
what I favor is, how does it also secure and 
stabilize the housing in the neighborhoods 
that we represent, safety, housing, the 
livability of our communities. And, 
whether you talk to African-American 
parents or other parents, I think everybody 
would like to see neighborhood schools or 
schools that younger children can frequent 
on a daily basis closer to their home. I 
don’t think that is any different in one 
neighborhood versus the other. I think it 
is a common desire that is across the 
board, regardless of income, regardless of 
what neighborhood one lives in. 

I think there are a lot of issues that 
we need to explore. I don’t think we’re 


under a Court Order, I think there’s an 
original Consent Decree signed with the 
Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Commission probably 15 or 16 years ago. 
I can remember picketing the School 
Board a long, long time ago on this issue. 

So, I think, like many of the other 
issues that we need to look at, I think it is 
time to revisit the whole issue. But, the 
issue is, do we bus for the sake of 
integration, or do we bus in terms of the 
Magnet Program and the issue of equitable 
resources, and I think we need to explore a 
lot of those issues. 

And, it is true, we’re kind of 
coining from left field, being the 
Councilmembers, but I think Mr. Onorato 
is right that on one hand it is hard for us to 
struggle to maintain a budget and some 
livability, it’s hard for us to struggle and 
deal with garbage pick up and what the 
quality of our ho using and our business 
districts are, if we’re not doing it in 
concert with the educational leadership in 
this City because it takes two to tango, and 
if we’re going to preserve and enhance and 
hopefully get some growth in this City, 
and I’ve said this many times in these 
Chambers, being here for eight years, 
when others would talk repeatedly about 
the Wage Tax being the number one issue 
that lead younger parents out of this City, I 
would come back every time and argue it 
strenuously that it was either for real or the 
perception of what the School System is, 
and I think that continues. I know 
personally I have lots of friends, going 
back over 20 years in this City, where 
usually the number one factor of people 
leaving was the perception. Now, I say 
perception because oftentimes they were 
not correct about the perception of the 
School System, good, bad or indifferent. I 




think that outweighed oftentimes the 
perception of the large Wage Tax that 
Pittsburgh had. And, I am talking about 
younger parents who started out families. 

So, I think we need to revisit the 
issue, and I don’t know if the School 
Board would be willing to sit down with 
us, but I think it would be a great 
opportunity for them to educate us a little 
bit more about the problems that they’re 
going through. I have also said that I 
would rather spend 22 million dollars a 
year on integrating the housing stock in 
neighborhoods throughout the City than 
provide transportation monies for bus 
companies. 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. Mr. President, I have talked 
to several of the Board Members already 
indirectly just about the issue and I think 
they’ll be more than happy to meet and 
talk. 

I will set up the meeting anH make 
sure that everyone is involved in it I will 
definitely talk with Councilwoman 
McDonald to make sure that I have the 
right people invited, outside of the School 
Board and Council, of course, like the 
individual from the PA Human Relations 
Commission. 

A couple points briefly. I said 
Court Order, but the Consent Decree 
basically was a result of Supreme Court 
Decisions, knowing — I think 
Councilwoman McDonald alluded to it 
that we would have been in court if we 
didn’t sign it So, we were reacting to the 
decisions from the court 


I just want to make a point here. 
The 1954 case that everyone talks about 
really had nothing to do with busing, it did 
have to do with equitable distribution. 
And, I wanted to point out that 1954 is a 
lot different than 1995. 1954 — everyone 
knows the disgraceful history of this 
country when it comes to African- 
Americans — but, in 1954, there were 
major sections of this country where 
African-Americans couldn’t even vote 
because of some of the road blocks that 
were put up. This was before the Civil 
Rights Acts went through in the 60s. It 
was a different era in America in 1954 
than it is in 1995, a lot has changed. But, 
there are some people out there that you 
have to be leery of I’m sure. 

But, the other thing, too, is, on one 
hand, while I respect the Supreme Court’s 
Decision in 1954, I also think and I am 
very disappointed, and I think that they are 
short sided and they protect their own turf; 
too, time and time again in two major 
Supreme Court Decisions, when the issue 
came in front of them to put busing in their 
neighborhoods, they flatly said no, even to 
the point where the only African- 
American on the Supreme Court had to 
descend and that was Thurgood Marshal. 
That was in the Detroit case. And, most 
recently, in the Hartford, Connecticut case, 
just a month ago, or two months ago, 
where the City of Hartford is about 85 
percent African-American right now, the 
issue came up, if the same reason for 
busing was to integrate, that m ean* you 
have to cross school lines, the Supreme 
Court said no, you can’t across the City 
line. And, I think it is ironic where seven 
of the nine members live in the most 
affluent are of the United States in 
Virginia where they don’t have to deal in 
reality with this issue and when they had 



the issue in front of them that would affect 

their lives and would affect their children 
or affect the social class they came from, 
they said no. I think it is kind of 
hypocritical. They are Supreme Court 
Justices, I respect them for that; however, I 
think they are human and they did not 
have the guts to stand up to the issue when 
it comes to that. 

So, what I am saying is, what we 
do is look at 1995 and deal with the issues 
today. It is very hard to deal with 1954 
and 1955 as the same circumstances. This 
country has changed drastically in views 
and values. There's sdll a lot of hatred out 
there; however, I think everyone would 
agree that a lot of major steps in the right 
direction have taken place over the last 30 
or 40 years. 

But, just stating that, I think the 
issue — it’s a good time to discuss the 
busing issue. The equitable distribution is 
something that should always be there and 
we should always make sure that there are 
some kind of rules and regulations to make 
sure that that stays in place. And, that's 
what I meant by we have to discuss what 
would happen if busing was eliminated; 
how do we protect the poor neighborhoods 
to make sure that situation doesn't develop 
again. 

The Chair: 

Well, I guess one of my points 
was, the feeder patterns. For instance, I 
fought hard with folks from Lawrenceville 
to open McCleary School, which is a 
Grade School, but unfortunately not all the 
young children from the neighborhood can 
go there, just because of the size, they 
have to go to other areas, and yet other 
folks from other neighborhoods are 


coming in to that school. I was naively 
assuming that the young people from the 
little neighborhood in that part of 
Lawrenceville would avail themselves to 
this neighborhood-based school. I was 
rudely awakened that that was not going to 
be the case. 

So, I guess I am looking at more in 
terms of how does it relate to the livability 
of our neighborhoods in terms of housing, 
safety of the younger children, and I can't 
see why each school can’t be its own cost 
center to actually illustrate financially both 
cost of materials, personnel, what have 
you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well, in the same time, when that 
school was open, Mr. President, that’s 
when Spring Hill was open, and we have 
the same issue there, where — I don’t 
know. I'm sure my colleagues experience 
this, where 1 get a call, because a lot of our 
residents don’t even realize who their 
School Board Member is, but they call me, 
I get a couple a year, saying, I was on the 
lottery, I live one block away from Perry 
High School and I can't get in there, it's a 
Traditional Academy, why is that? And, 
we all know the way the system is set up, 
it’s a Magnet School, there’s a process to 
get in. Well, you’re right, there is 
somebody that lives one block away that 
could walk there but can’t go to that 
school, is very frustrating. Somebody that 
wants to participate, that’s in the 
neighborhood, and that’s another issue. 

There are so many side issues here, 
and I strongly believe that neighborhood 
schools in the long run would be better 
than the way the system is right now in 
promoting and seeming the City as a 




strong place and stabilizing the City. 
Right now - 


The Chair; 

1 also think it would increase 
volunteerism on the part of— 

Mr. Onorato: 

That’s what I meant by stabilizing. 
You’re going to have people that want to 
be there, that want to go to the school at 
night, that want to participate and make it 
easier for them. 

The Chain 


Councilman O’Connor and then 
Mr. Ricdardi. 

Mr. O’Connor 

In feet we just found out at 
Gladstone, we open the schools at a first — 
program and most of the kids don’t live in 
the neighborhood. So, that is one of the 
reasons it is not as popular as we expect it 

But, now are you telling me now 
that the School Board has the power to 
stop busing if they want to? 

Ms. McDonald: 

No, not at all. They would have to 
go through court proceedings and declare 
unitary status, and that is what I am 
saying, that I had attended a national work 
shop in which certain school districts were 
interested in obtaining that status, that 
means you get from under that Court 


Order Desegregation Law. To do that it is 
not easy, there are a lot of fects. 

Let me just tell you a couple of 
things. Is your Honor Society integrated? 
Guess what, at the Pittsburgh Schools, no. 
What is the portion of African-American 
students that are suspended or in 
alternative schools, or in special education, 
compared to the general population of 
children? Guess what, we failed. 

So, again, to do it legally is not 
easy and, in feet, when I att^ided that 
work shop and I returned to Pittsburgh I 
had talked with the Superintendent Louise 
Brennan and she looked at me and winked, 
she says, I told you, it’s not easy. 

But, again, when you talk about 
laws and state, I see no problem in 
engaging in dialogue because, who knows, 
we may be able to come up with some 
movement, some progress towards where 
we need to be instead of where we are 
right now. 

But, again, the School District has 
to be on board, the Superintendent, and the 
Superintendent will probably bring staff 
members that will very succinctly tell you 
not only the financial implications of 
busing versus not busing but the legalities 
involved, and that is the biggest obstacle. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, we are saying — Mr. 
Gigliotti’s bill in Harrisburg, are they 
saying they’re just going to change the law 
where it stopped? I mean that’s what I’m - 
- who has the power, again? 

Ms. McDonald: 


I don’t know. I don’t know. 

The Chain 

Just on this point, Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

That’s why I think when we have 
this post agenda we can answer all the 
questions that Councilman O’Connor has 
and questions that 1 have and the points 
that Councilwoman McDonald is bringing 
up. I want to be able to sit down where we 
have a two-hour session, three-hour 
session, we can go through the mechanics 
of this and also the ramifications of it, 
because there’s a lot of questions to be 
answered here. 

The Chair: 

I also think your point is well 
taken. This is something that is perceived 
as mandated from Harrisburg as opposed 
to generated from the grass roots, both 
within the black and white communities in 
Pittsburgh, in terms of those who have 
sincere interest in quality education. I 
think we are going to have other potential 
problems later on. So, I think your point is 
very well taken. 

I was lead to believe in the last few 
years, though, that the Philadelphia 
Municipality/School Board did separate 
themselves from a previous Consent 
Decree Court Order that they were under 
successfully. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Who was it? 

The Chair: 


Philadelphia. About two years 

ago. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Philadelphia tried, and Oklahoma 
City is unitary as well. It’s possible. It’s 
being done. 

The Chain 

Well, I am just using that as an 
illustration. 

So, there are ways to revisit the 
issue after 15 years. 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

So that I can finish it We ought to 
be on top of it legally so people — again, 
like we get calls from School Board — I 
mean the ball is rolling now, the 
popularity - I’m going to East Hills 
tonight, my son is in a program, the whole 
school, I enjoy the school — 

Ms. McDonald: 

And, if you close that thing, then 
you’ll have a riot 

Mr. O’Connor: 

And. we’re not saying to close 
Magnets. I’m not saying to close any 
schools. My son is happy there. But 
again, I don’t think anybody is happy with 
forced busing, and there has to be - the 
Magnets could be opened. You could 
have your choice and go to neighborhood 
schools or special programs, or whatever. 
But I think we — again, the sooner the 





better, because the media -1 heard on one 
of the talk shows yesterday, and 
everybody is calling in, I haven’t heard 
anyone yet that really was for forced 
busing, black or white. So, the sooner we 
know the laws, well, I would like to know 
where it stands. We’ve heard two or three 
maybes already, and if it’s coming from 
Harrisburg, is it going to be legislated by 
them. So, the sooner we have a meeting 
on this, I think the better for all of us. 

The Chain 

I’m sure all the Rush Limhaugh 
Talk Shows will add a lot of clarity - 

Mr. O'Connor: 

No, this is a Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 
talk show. 

The Chain 

I mean and their local counterparts. 
I’m sure they’ll add a lot of clarity to this 
question. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

These were local Pittsburgh talk 
shows who said they were all for busing 
but they thought 30 years ago was better 
than it is now. 

The Chain 

Those are Rush Limbaugh wanna¬ 
bes. 

Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 


I’m not going to be redundant, but 
let me say, first of all, serving on the 
School Board is a very difficult, 
challenging job, it’s a thankless job; 
however, I think the people in the City of 
Pittsburgh are demanding that we 
the issue. A year ago a group, an umbrella 
organization called Neighborhoods 
Together, which represents I believe 13 to 
15 neighborhoods south and southwest of 
Pittsburgh, had a resolution demanding 
that we throw out busing. As a matter of 
feet, the Arlington Civic Council, under 
the leadership of Michelle Traficante- 
Balzer, has been addressing the issue of 
neighborhood schools now for several 
years. 

There’s just no doubt about it that 
the middle class leaves the City of 
Pittsburgh, not because of taxes, not 
because of poor garbage pick up, not 
because of public safety, but because of 
the schools. Either they perceive that the 
schools are unsafe, or they say that there’s 
not quality education at the schools, or 
they don’t want their kids bused across 
town or in to another neighborhood, for 
one reason or the other. And, without a 
strong middle class in the urban cities, 
your cities cannot survive and not be re¬ 
energized. 

I believe that issue needs to be 
properly addressed about busing. My 
position is very clear on that issue and 
other issues. For example, I believe 
m a ndat ory busing should be repealed, we 
should work with the Consent Order, we 
should not have busing. I am willing to 
address the issue of school choice, 
something that I support here in the City 
of Pittsburgh. I believe Mr. Ferlo — and, 
Mr. Ferlo, you’ve raised this over and over 
again, we have to look at how the schools 




are financed, and that is the burden it puts 

on our property tax and especially the 
elderly and the people who don't have kids 
in school. There are so many issues that 
need to be addressed and I am willing to 
sit down and have dialogue with the 
School Board. 

But, I even went so far to state a 
year ago, that I believe that the budget of 
the School Board, the final approval, 
should be the Chief Executive of the City 
of Pittsburgh, in this case, the Mayor, that 
should really give final approval to the 
budget Because I don't believe that 
there's good oversight on their budget I 
believe the School Board Members are 
doing it as a volunteer basis and they're 
not giving it their full attention for obvious 
reasons, they have other jobs, and if we 
don't begin to address the School System 
here in the City of Pittsburgh we’re going 
to lose that strong middle class and if we 
lose that middle class, we're going to 
definitely have a problem as other cities 
have. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any other 
issues under Motions and Resolutions? 

I remind our colleagues Mr. 
Onorato’s meeting will begin, the 
Standing Committee, at 1 o'clock this 
afternoon. 

So, at this time we would like to 
entertain a motion to approve the Minutes, 
as well the Legislative Session stands 
adjourned. Thank you. 

MR. COHEN moved to approve the 
Minutes of Wednesday, May 17, 1995 and 
Tuesday, May 23,1995. 


MR- ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. COHEN 
Council adjourned. 
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The Chain 

Ladies and gentlemen, good 
afternoon. I would like to call this special 
session of Pittsburgh City Council to 
order. I think we all know why we are 
here, it is a very exciting day in City Hall 
and on Grant Street and certainly in the 
communities that make up Council District 
6 , and that is the installation of the newest 
and 9th Member of City Council, the 
Honorable Councilman Elect Sala Udin. 

We have a lot of honorees in the 
audience and certainly all those who 
supported Sala in the campaign over the 


last few months. There arc a number of 
elected officials, and if you will please 
bear with me, I do want to mention and 
give an honorable mention, first of all, 
someone who needs no introduction and 
that is the great First Lady of the City of 
Pittsburgh, the Honorable Sophie MaslofF. 

And, I am going to ask you to hold 
your applause now and I want to introduce 
all of the others, a gentleman who needs 
no introduction, and that’s the Honorable 
Bill Coyne, our Congressman from the 
14th Congressional District He’s going to 
get a hand anyways. 

And, now, more quickly I want to 
introduce the others, and that is the 
Honorable Judge Donnie Machen, who is 
the City Court Magistrate and also our 
Democratic nominee for the Court of 
Common Pleas. We have Michael 
DellaVecchia here today. We are very 
honored that you are here. We appreciate 
the County Row Officers for being here. 
The Recorder of Deeds. Our own City 
Controller, the Honorable Tom Flaherty. 
We have several State Representatives. I 
see the Honorable State Representative Joe 
Preston, my State Representative, in the 
audience this morning. And, certainly our 
own State Representative Bill Robinson is 
here, former colleague in these Chambers. 
State Representative Donnie Walko. I see 
Bea MahafFey somewhere out in the 
audience, the 5th Ward Chairwoman. 
Good afternoon, Bea. And, my old former 
colleague and good friend from 
Lawrenceville, the Honorable Otis Lyons, 
Jr. Welcome, Otis. We have District 








Justice Jakie Williams, the Honorable Jake 
Williams, and also Oscar Pettit, who is the 
new Democratic nominee for the position. 
Welcome and congratulations also. We 
have a distinguished jurist, Judge Warren 
Watson, with us this afternoon. Thank 
you. We have Timmy Stevens, President 
of the Pittsburgh NAACP Chapter. We 
want to welcome T immy . And, we also 
have Jay Costa, no stranger to these 
Chambers. Jay is our Register of Wills. 
We also have Ron Suber, who is the 
School Board Member from the North 
Side, from Manchester. Welcome, Ron, 
and we appreciate you for being here this 
afternoon. And, while she is not an 
elected official at this point, she is a 
nominee, and you know my bias is 
supporting the Democratic ticket, and that 
is Coleen Vuono, who is a Democratic 
nominee for Commissioner in Allegheny 
County. Welcome, Coleen. 

With that, I want to thank all of the 
elected officials and all of you for being 
here today, and I would ask at this time 
that my two colleagues. Councilman Dan 
Cohen and Councilman Joe Cusick, please 
escort his Honor, the Honorable Mayor 
Tom Murphy, into the Chambers. That is 
if he can get through the crowd here. Let’s 
give the Mayor a warm welcome, please. 

Good afternoon. Mayor, and thank 
you for joining these events. 

Now we would like to bring the 
man of the hour into the Chambers, and 
that is Councilman Elect Sala Udin will 
now be escorted into Council Chambers. 
If my colleagues could assist 

Thank you. I also wanted to pay 
tribute to Esther Bush, who is here in the 
audience today, the new Executive 


Director, coming back home to die City of 
Pittsburgh, the new Executive Director of 
the Pittsburgh Urban League. Welcome, 
Director Bush. Thank you. 

We kind of drafted this young 
woman here, her name is Erin Feeney; she 
is just today being put into the National 
Honor Society; she is a 7th Grader at 
Milliones Middle School, and we kind of 
drafted her from the side lines. We are 
going to ask Erin to lead us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. Would you all please rise. 
Erin, please lead us. 

Erin Feeney: 

1 pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. I think you 
have your agenda this afternoon. On the 
back of it there is a very important song, 
certainly to many of the people in this 
room, and at this time I would like to call 
upon Tim Stevens, who is not only the 
President of die Pittsburgh NAACP, but I 
guess equally important, a long time friend 
and a vocalist, and he is going to do an a 
cappella number, and that is “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing”. Timmy, would you 
please join us. 

Mr. Stevens: 

May we all stand. I view this as an 
honor to do this today for my fellow friend 
and long time Civil Rights Activist and 
one who I know will do a wonderful job 
for this District and the City. 




(Whereupon, rendition of "Lift Every 
Voice and Sing” took place.) 

The Chain 

Thank you, Timmy. We wanted to 
get everybody singing first because that is 
fixe theme of this afternoon. 

And, at this time I am very pleased 
and honored and on behalf of Sala, his 
guests, we would like to invite for the 
Invocation, the Reverend Jimmy Joe 
Robinson, who is the Pastor from Bidwell 
United Presbyterian Church. Reverend 
Robinson, for the Invocation. 

Rev. Robinson: 

Let’s take time just to bow our 
heads in prayer. 

“Father we’re thankful for this new 
day and the love that you have shown to us 
in so many ways. We’re grateful for the 
many ways that you have revealed 
yourself to us. Bless the ties that bind us 
one together, one to another on this day. 
Bless this event and the one being 
honored. Give Sala a vision and through it 
the ability to serve those in need. Bless 
his family and the friends and all of the 
people that have come out today to show 
their expressions of gratitude. Give him 
the courage and the strength to work well 
with his peers in this place. And we ask it 
in his name. Amen.” 

The Chain 

Th ank you. Reverend Robinson. 

At this time again I want to 
welcome all of you for attending this 
important session this afternoon. I think- 


we know why we are here. Many of you 
out in the audience worked long and hard 
and it was a hard-fought campaign. All of 
us here up front and some of the 
gentlemen behind me know what it is to 
run a campaign and we are here today to 
pay tribute to Sala Udin and to observe his 
swearing in as the newly elected 
Councilmember from the Council District, 
and we are very pleased and it is a great 
honor to have all of you as volunteers and 
supporters, well-wishers, including 
probably some of the attractors that are in 
the a ud ien c e, and I am sure in just a few 
days when Sala takes office he is going to 
hit the road running as he has been for the 
last 25 or 30 years out in the vineyards. 
He has been cultivating the field for a long 
time and it is now part his due and all of us 
for him to reap a little bit the harvest 
actually work on working on even more 
than he has been in the past. 

At this time I would like to 
introduce Judge Walter Little and ask that 
Judge Little welcome our Honorable 
Mayor Tom Murphy. Judge Little. Well, 
we are going to switch this. 

Mayor Murphy: 

We are switching. 

We are here to celebrate today 
several things, first and foremost, the 
election of Sala Udin, but we are here to 
celebrate democracy also. 

All of you participated in — you 
were not spectators — in an election, hard 
fought and lots of candidates and Sala won 
and in winning the election I think he 
demonstrated now his ability — when I 
look around the audience — to begin to 


bring people together immediately and you 

are to be complimented on that 

And, for all of us who read die 
article in the paper this morning, I think 
we come with some new awe in the 
meeting of Sala Udin, not knowing that we 
had an individual with us with such 
diverse talents, and with that diversity of 
experience, Sala, we expect a higher level 
of wisdom here — not to say that there is 
not wisdom here already, but to suggest 
that you bring such a diversity of 
experience and 1 think we all will look to 
you for leadership and wisdom in the 
decisions that we make and try to guide 
this City. And, then I think and a 
parucular part is that what I see that you 
understand is that things don’t happen by 
accident, they happen because people 
come together and people with vision and 
wisdom, who understand how to make 
things happen. You appreciate that and we 
look for that kind of leadership. 

And, now it is my privilege to 
introduce the Honorable Judge Litde, who 
in himself I think epitomizes the kind of 
pereon that we need as leaders in this City, 
somebody who understood early and who 
had the tenacity to stay with what his goals 
were; he understood the value of 
education; somebody who grew up in the 
Hill District, went to St Richards 
Elementary School and Central Catholic, 
who after working for a while and 
spending time in the army, stayed focused 
on what it meant to be educated, went to 
Community College, went on to get his 
degree and went to get his Law Degree 
and continued to demonstrate the kind of 
tenacity that it takes to get elected to office 
and now presides in the Commonwealth 
Court here and is a well-honored and 
esteemed Judge in Allegheny County. So, 


it is my privilege to give you the 

Honorable Judge Little. 

The Chain 

At this time I would ask our City 
Clerk to please read into the record the 
Certificate of Election Resolution. Ms. 
Johnson. 


THE CHAIR PRESENTS 
Bill No. 2065 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 
COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 

We, the undersigned, constituting the 
Return Board of the County of Allegheny 
do hereby certify that at the Special 
Election held on the sixteenth day of May, 
1995 in said County 

SALA UDIN 

was duly elected to the office of 

Member of Council 
(To Fill Unexpired Term) 

City of Pittsburgh 
Council District #6 

in the County of Allegheny, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Witness our hands and seal this 
30th day of May, 1995. 

Cynthia A. Baldwin 
W. Terrence O’Brien 
John A. Zottola 




Judges of the Court of Common Pleas 
Constituting the Board of Elections 
of the County of Allegheny, Pa 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. At this 
time I would ask the Honorable Sala Udin 
to come forward for the Oath of Office, 
and his family members. 

Judge Little: 

Sala, it is indeed a privilege to 
administer this Oath of Office to you. As 
you are aware I had the privilege of 
administering the oath to our late friend 
Jake Milliones. Now, when Jake ramp on 
Council there was a lot of apprehension 
about him coming to Council but through 
hard work and dedication he changed that 
apprehension in to admiration a-nri to 
respect, and Through our childhood and 
through our adult life I have come to know 
you as a person of keen intellect, strong 
mother wit and high morality. I also know 
that you believe that in order for this 
region to advance, the region of the City, 
County and the local government, that you 
feel that the least fortunate has to have a 
voice of equal representation at the table, 
and I feel that you are the person who can 
bring that voice of equal representation to 
the table. 

With that, I will now administe r 
the Oath of Office, and will you raise your 
right hand, please. Now, repeat after me. 


Mr. Udin: 


“I, Sala Udin, do solemnly swear 
that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States and this State and the 
Charter of this City and that I will 
faithfully discharge the duties of Office to 
the best of my ability.” 

Jndge Little: 

Congratulations. 

The Chain 

At this time I would like to 
introduce a former colleague and currently 
the Congressman from the 14 th 
Congressional District, the Honorable 
Congressman Bill Coyne, who will 
formally introduce Councilman Sala Udin. 
Congressman Bill Coyne. 

Mr. Coyne: 

Thank you very much. Reverend 
Robinson, Reverend Gamer, Mayor 
Murphy, Judge Little, Council President 
Jim Ferlo and Members of Council and 
friends and supporters of Sala Udin, it 
gives me great pleasure to be back here in 
City Council today to witness the swearing 
in of such a distinguished citizen of 
Pittsburgh, and I am reminded of the time 
when I was swore in to City Council by 
the late and very well respected Judge 
Tom Harper, it was a very exciting day for 
me at that time and I know that Sala is 
experiencing the same thing here today 
with his family and so many friends and 
supporters. 

This is an opportunity for Sala, as 
we all know, an opportunity to serve in 
government and Sala Udin has a long track 
record of taking advantage of 
opportunities that are presented to him in 





his service to Pittsburgh and indeed to the 

nation. And, so with the difficulties that 
we all have in government today, whether 
it be at the City level or State or Federal 
level I know he brings well very deep 
convictions and very well earned 
experience to this job and he is going to be 
able to do it very well. He is qualified by 
his life’s experiences and he is qualified 
by his formal experiences as well anrf we 
all ought to be very happy here in the City 
of Pittsburgh that we have chosen £*|a 
Udin to represent us here in Pittsburgh 
City Council. 

1 present to you Sala Udin. 

Mr. Udin: 

Thank you. Thank you all very, 
very much. Thank you. Congressman 
Coyne, for those kind words of 
introduction. Mr. President, Mayor 
Murphy, Mayor Maslof£ Members of 
Council, Judge Litde, Reverend Robinson, 
Reverend Gamer, thank you all for being 
here. Senator Dawida. Senator Wagner 
stopped in to express his congratulations 
but had to leave. Ms. Vuono, 
Representative Robinson, Representative 
Preston, State Representative Walko, City 
Controller Flaherty, District Justice 
Cooper, District Justice Pettit, Dr. Cyril 
Wecht, and any other public officials who 
are here who I have omitted, please 
forgive the omission but I appreciate you 
all for coming and for your support, thank 
you very much. 

I want to ask the members of my 
family — my family was indispensable in 
this election, and I would like to ask you 
to please stand so that I can tell you how 
proud I am of the work you did in this 
election. Please stand. Thank you. 


I would also beg a personal 
moment of indulgence to honor my 
deceased parents. Thank you, William, 
and thank you, Mary, not just for b ringing 
me and my brothers and sisters into this 
world but also for working your fingers to 
the bone, for working yourselves to death 
for your children, your grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 

The political and spiritual leader of 
this campaign raised the ceiling of 
performance for all of the campa ign 
workers and for the candidate; she is 
deeply committed to the needs of our 
community; she is tireless in her energy 
and vitality; she is a relentless campaigner, 
and proof of that is that there is no one in 
this room who does not know who I am 
talking about Thelma Lovette. 

(At this point Mr. Udin presents Ms. 
Lovette with bouquet of flowers.) 

Mr. Udin: 

A very special lady. 

I also want to acknowledge the 
outstanding and professional work of our 
campaign treasurer, Bisi Hightower. With 
her work and the support and help of her 
husband, Frank Hightower, they kept us 
on the straight and narrow, they kept the 
rubber out of our checks, and they 
produced perfect and flawless reports. 
Right, Bisi? 

At the local ward level, the 
political leaders of this campaign were 
decisive in assuring us the endorsement, 
but they did not stop with just an empty 
endorsement, they backed up their 
endorsement with a great election day 
work performance, and I would like to ask 





all of the 6th District Council Ward 
Chairmen and the Committeemen gnd 
Committeewomen of the 6th District to 
please stand and accept my thanks. Thank 
you all very, very much for your tireless 
work and your support 

I also want to acknowledge my 
friends in the organized labor area, your 
help was very important, especially in the 
early days of the campaign. In particular I 
would like to thank Mr. Bruno Deliana of 
AFSCME, the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, 
Mr. A1 Fondy of the Pittsburgh Federation 
of Teachers, as well as Sam Begler of the 
Laundry Workers Union, my father’s 
union. Are the gentlemen here? If you are 
here please stand. Thank you. 

Then there were the army of 
volunteers and supporters who responded 
to this campaign. I met people in this 
campaign who I have not seen since the 
60s. They came and said, you know we 
run a lot of campaigns and we usually 
walk away after we lost and we said, but 
we were right This time they said, we’re 
not running just for principle, the principle 
will be important, but we want a victory 
this time, we want to win. They were the 
real election day champions. But not only 
did they work on election day, they were 
also the people who raised the funds, they 
were the people who designed and 
distributed the literature, they were the 
people who developed the strategy and 
swept the floor and cleaned the bathroom 
and inhaled months of fumes from the 
kerosene heater, without complaining, 
without once comp laining and they were a 
source of great personal strength for me in 
trying times and there were many. I would 
like to ask the volunteers and supporters to 
please stand. 


In particular there are some 
supporters who I want to mention and give 
special thanks to. Jakie W illiams Thank 
you, boss. Earl Hord, Bill Colbert, Diana 
Green, Estelle Smith. Thank you. Harvey 
Adams, Alma Fox. Are you here? Thank 
you. Mulu Biim, Sheila Washington. 
Thank you very, very much. 

Out of the army of campaig n 
volunteers, they did not know it, but I was 
also watching peoples’ work level to try to 
decide, if I were fortunate enough to win, 
what kind of team would I take with me to 
City Council, and I found some really very 
good team members. First, I want you to 
know who the staff wall be, who you will 
be calling on. Darlene Gainey will be the 
Office Manager. Darlene, would you 
please stand. Wo rking in the office and in 
the community 'will be Tonya Payne — 
Tonya, where are you? — and. Ran Mitra. 
Where are you. Ran? And, doing field 
work on the North Side is Debbie 
Blackwell. Debbie, where are you? 

I stand here today because two 
former Councilmen paid the ultimate 
price, death. One, Chris Ferlo - I mean 
Chris Smith. Excuse me, Mr. Ferlo. I am 
still nervous, I have not calmed down yet 
Christopher Smith - 

The Chain 

I have a few more months. 

Mr. Udin: 

Chris left this world on December 
5th, 1994. Rest in peace, Chris. 

And, before him, Jake Milliones. 
my friend, my best friend, died of a sudden 


heart attack on January 2nd, 1993. I lost a 
brother, a teacher and a friend. Some say 
that I was sent to fill Jake’s shoes. Well, 
Betina, and Dubois, his shoes are much 
too big for my feet But, Jake’s integrity, 
Jake’s honesty and Jake’s insight will 
guide me forever. Now, I know Jake is 
watching, he is watching this and he is 
s milin g. I hope you are finall y happy, 
Jake. Rest in peace, my brother, I will 
honor your memory. 

Mayor Murphy, I believe you are a 
good and honorable man, and I believe 
your heart is in the right place, but I have 
been sent here, sir, to make it clear that the 
conditions of life for too many residents in 
the 6th Council District is intolerable. Our 
share, our share of the resources is 
disproportionate. The disparity between 
blacks and whites in this town is close to 
the widest of any city in this country. 
Even for African-Americans the economic 
and employment disparity between 
African-Americans in this town compared 
to African-Americans in 50 other big cities 
is the worse in the United States. I know 
that this is not what you want this City to 
be known for. 

What are we going to do about it? 
I intend to roll up my sleeves, to go to 
work with you and your staff, sir, to 
confront these many challenges. Now, I 
called them problems, and you called them 
opportunities, and I accept your 
nomenclature, we will call them 
opportunities. Well, “opportunity 
knocks.” let’s together open the door. I 
hear it does not knock twice. 

Mr. President, you and your 
Councilmembers have been very kind and 
generous in reaching out to me and my 
staff, making us feel welcomed and 


comfortable, offering your help, and 1 
appreciate it very much. I have heard 
directly from the Councilmen and the 
staffs of Council, and the Councilwoman, 
of course, each and every one of them has 
reached out to make us feel welcomed and 
it is very much appreciated 

To the voters and residents of the 
6th Council District, I sought out your 
wisdom and you were very generous with 
it. I learned much. 1 heard what your 
concerns are and they are concrete and 
reasonable concerns and they are 
achievable. But, the solutions, although 
the solutions to our concerns will rely on 
the support of the Mayor and his staff and 
of my Council colleagues, please be clear 
that the significant share of the solution for 
our problems is in our hands. You said 
you wanted the buildings either tom down 
or rehabilitated, the empty lots cleared of 
refuse, the garbage picked up with 
sufficient frequency. Low income 
residents in our district deserve housing as 
decent and as comfortable as the residents 
of Crawford Square. And, the residents of 
Crawford Square deserve for their new 
homes to meet the specifications of the 
blueprints. Our children need and deserve 
quality education. Our young adults need 
and deserve training and job opportunities, 
not empty promises. Our Seniors need 
and deserve to live out their final years in 
dignity, safety and comfort, without 
worrying, without having to be afraid to 
go out in to the street fearful of having 
their purse snatched or some other safety 
concern. Our drug and alcohol addicts 
need and deserve treatment opportunities, 
and our dope dealers and our gun dealers. 
Judge Little, they need and deserve long 
prison sentences. 

Our needs are numerous, but the 
solutions are achievable. They are 




achievable if we do our parts. If we 
organize ourselves, organize everyone in 
our own homes, in our apartment 
buildings, along our blocks, block to 
block, in our neighborhoods, organize our 
businesses, organize our churches. There 
must be more than just two churches. 
Reverend Gamer and Reverend Robinson, 
who are willing to come out as you did 
and make the clear connection between the 
spiritual needs of the people and the 
material needs of the people. 

The key to changing our conditions 
begins here with the political process. 
This is the freedom train, the ticket to ride 
is free, it is called voting. When we talk 
about voting we are not talking about 
voting as some abstract gesture or 
patriotism, wrapping ourselves in the flag. 
That is not what I am talking about. 
Voting is a tool laying at our feet that we 
can reach down and pick up and use it to 
improve our living conditions. That is 
what voting is. 

When I think about the value and 
the use of voting and the political process, 
I am reminded of a man named Eugene 
Montgomery. He was my adopted father, 
took me in when I arrived in Mississippi 
30 years ago. Eugene Montgomery was 
the first black man to register to vote in 
Holmes County, Mississippi since the 
reconstruction days of 1876. One timp 
they beat and arrested Gene three time*; in 
one day. Why? Because each time he got 
arrested he would put up some more of his 
hogs or his cows or his precious cotton or 
his house, put it up to go his bail, and he 
would get right out of jail, walk right back 
across the street to the courthouse and 
repeat to the Sheriff, “Nah, Sheriff Moody, 
I didn’t come all this way for to just turn 
around and go back home. I come to 


register and that’s what I intend to do.” 
And, they would beat him up and lock him 
up a g ai n , and he would put up some 
property and get right back out and go 
right back across the street Finally Sheriff 
Moody relented and let Gene Montgomery 
register to vote. Gene understood the 
connection and the value of voting as a 
tool to improve our living conditions. 

Even those who believe that 
economic self-sufficiency is more 
important than the political process, even 
they must see the connection between the 
political process and economic 
opportunity and economic development 
The connection is inseparable. There are 
no needs that we have that cannot use the 
political process to improve them, jobs, we 
need safety, public service, education, 
health, welfare, dope dealers, gun dealers, 
gang warfare, all of those issues, all of 
those opportunities require the help of the 
political process to mal^ fundamental 
change. The ticket is in our hands and the 
admission is free. 

You know only 4,000 of the 
24,000 registered voters in the 6th Council 
District voted in this Special Election. 
Where in the world was the other 20,000 
registered voters on that day, and where 
were the other 20,000 or so other eligible 
6th District residents who have not even 
bothered to register to vote? We cannot 
just ask, why didn’t they come out, we 
also have to ask, why have we failed to get 
them out? Why haven’t we made the clear 
connection in their minds between the 
political process and improving then- 
conditions? 

A Blues song asks, “When will the 
man stop doing us wrong?” But. during 
the campaign I heard a preacher say, “If 



you always do what you’ve always done, 

then you’ll always get what you always 
had.” You recognize that Reverend 
Gamer? I take notes. 

What relevance has all of this to 
being a City Councilman? In my view it 
has plenty relevance. Now, 1 absolutely 
intend to do well the formal work of City 
Council, but I also plan to involve myself 
in organizing and sponsoring the broadest 
possible ongoing work, Tim Stevens, in 
registering people to vote and turning out 
that vote on election day in upco ming 
elections. 

Anyways, finally, let me say this 3 I 
am genuinely delighted to be a part of 
Council and a City Government that 
stands foursquare against the class warfare 
that is being waged by Newt Gingrich 
Republicans in the 104th Congress, being 
waged against poor and working people. 

And, I also stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the laundry workers at the 
Health Center and Hospital Services 
Corporation down on Jumonville Street a 
few blocks down the street, whose 75 or 
80 workers and their famili es now fear that 
the Pittsburgh hospitals that founded this 
laundry over 20 years ago and for whom 
they have faithfully labored 10, 15 and 20 
years is about to abandon them and break 
the backs of their union with unreasonable 
reversals of hard won benefits and gains of 
their Collective Bargaining Agreement 
And, what is worse, the City of Pittsburgh 
is being asked to support and assist the 
owners, the new owners of a hospital 
laundry that would open up with less than 
a signed contract and benefits that these 
workers now enjoy. I would hope that the 
Members of Council and the City 
Government will insist on a union 


recognition and a full signed contract 

before any assistance is given to new 
owners of ibis laundry. 

We can command respect again, 
and when you command respect you do 
not have to demand it I came by to say, 
it’s in our hands. Thank you. Thank you 
for this opportunity to lead and to serve. 

After the Benediction I invite each 
of you to join me upstairs on the 9th Floor 
of this building, in the Allegheny County 
Bar Association auditorium, where I will 
have an opportunity to thank you «*^b 
individually, shake your hand s, and you 
can have some light refr eshments and 
fellowship. 

But, now for the Benediction. 

The Chair: 

I think Sala’s address is clearly an 
in d ica t ion why there is standing room only 
here today on the 5th Floor of the City 
Council Chambers. 

I do also want to recognize the 
Reverend Dr. Leroy Patrick, who is in the 
audience also. Good afternoon, thank you 
for being here this afternoon. 

We are going to have the 
Benediction, and right after that if there 
are any words or exchanges from my 
colleagues we will provide you an 
opportunity, but prior to you leaving after 
the Benediction please allow me the 
opportunity to close out the meeting. 

And, at this time I would like to 
ask the Reverend Garfield G. Gamer from 
the New Light Temple Baptist Church to 
come forward. Reverend. 




Rev. Gamer: I And on the 

HERTZBERG 

Let us pray. “Oh, God, our Father, 
we thank you for your servant Sala Udin. 

We thank you for lending him to us for 
such a time as this. I believe that you have 
kept him, that you have helped him that 
you have held him in the hollow of your 
hand. I don’t believe you brought him this 
far to leave him now. Lord, we’re 
depending on you to see him through. 

Now may the grace of God and the sweet 
communion of the Holy Spirit rest, rule 
and abide with each of you, now, hence 
forth and forever more. Amen.” 

The Chain 

At this time I would like to 
recognize, any of my colleagues, if you 
have any matters to be brought before the 
body, or if any of you would like to have a 
brief comment or two? I think my 
colleagues are choosing to hold their 
comments. 1 think s uffi ce to say for all of 
my colleagues, we want to warmly 
congratulate our colleague Sala Udin and 
we all look forward to working with you 
in the coming months. 

And, I do not min d being 
compared with Chris Smith, he’s a dear 
friend, a great colleague. I was also bom 
on the same day as Malcolm X, and maybe 
you will compare me to some of those 
issues. 


At this time, ladies and gentlemen, 
Sala and his campaign committee have 
invited you to the Allegheny County Bar 
Association auditorium, which is the 9th 
Floor here in the City-County Building. 
Thank you all for being here. And, at this 
time I will entertain a motion to adjourn. 


motion of MR. 
Council adjourned. 
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community, as well as a committeewoman 
for many, many years, and our heart goes 
out to John and his family, and there will 
be formal announcements regarding her 
viewing and we encourage all friends to 
visit and show support for the famil y 

We are pleased this morning to 
have Jennifer Hays here; she is 14 years 
old. I don’t know if she wants me to tell 
her age. But, she is in the 9th Grade; she 
is from Carrick High School, Councilman 
Cusick’s district. And, Mr. Brent Johnson 
is here also from the school as the 
Community Services Coordinator. 
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PRESENT: 


Mr. Cohen 

Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cnsick 

Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg 

Mr.Udin 

Ms. McDonald 

Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor 

(Pres’t) 

The Chair: 



Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would please 
remain standing for a moment of silent 
prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 

And also, this morning we are 
saddened, one of our key staff members 
here at City Council, John Mascio, his 
mom has passed away; she was a very 
active woman in the Bloomfield 


And, Jennifer is going to lead us in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. J ennif er 

Jennifer Hays: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you, Jennifer. 
Our City Clerk would like to present you 
with the flag of our nation and the flag of 
our great City. Thank you very much for 
helping out this morning. We know you 
and some of the other guests are here for 
proclamations and we will get to that 
shortly. 











Before we move into the Read and 
Adopted, we do have one matter to tal»» up 
and that is an appointment In the interim 
period I have been chairing the Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use Committee. 1 would 
like to at this time appoint Sala Udin, our 
new Councilmember from Council District 
6, as the Chairperson for this important 
committee. 1 thinly as many of you in the 
audience - I see Mr. Cortese from 
National Development — and certainly all 
of us on City Council, we know that this 
can oftentimes be a very controversial 
committee beca u se of oftentimes you have 
battle lines drawn when you rezone 
property between commercial and 
residential interest and a lot of issues that 
come up regarding historical preservation. 
It is a very important committee that really 
determines whether or not this City is 
gomg to grow creatively and advance our 
communities’ both residential quality as 
well as jobs and the economy and the 
commerce of our City. It is a very 
important committee. 

And, at this time I am pleased that 
Sala has accepted to Chair this important 
committee. And, 1 would ask that all folks 
who have business or matters pertaining to 
this committee, in addition to District 
Council Representative, please show Sala 
the courtesy, as well, many of the 
Downtown folks who have interests and 
concerns, again Sala Udin has agreed to 
Chair this important committee, and I want 
to thank him very much. 

PRESENTATIONS 


The Chain 

At this time we will move to some of the 
guests that are here this morning. We 


have a number of proclamations. At this 
time I would like to call on Councilman 
Joe Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Would the students of Canick 
High School please come up. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTS 

No. 2066 WHEREAS, the ninth 
grade students in Carrick High School’s 
Learning Community Class responded to 
the call for help from O klahom a City 
shortly after the news of the bombing, and, 

WHEREAS, the students 
mobilized, going door to door in some 
cases and to local businesses, to undertake 
a fund raising campaign by selling blue 
and purple ribbons in honor of the victims 
of the bombing, and, 

WHEREAS, in one week the 
students collected over $1,600, and, 

WHEREAS, in a ceremony at 
Canick High School Auditorium on May 
5th, the funds were donated to the South 
Western Pennsylvania Chap ter of the 
American Red Cross on behalf of the 
Oklahoma City Red Cross to benefit the 
families of the Oklahoma tragedy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend and 
honor the following students for their 
compassion and efforts on behalf of the 
families of the victims of the Oklahoma 
City bombing tragedy: Doug Austen, John 
Denk, Kiara Fisher, Jason Gloecki. 
Melissa Grimm, Jennifer Hays, Kiley 
Hudson, Dennis Jones, Erica Jones. 



Nicholas Laur, Janies Martina, Crystal 
Massung, Mike Mollett, Paul Riskus, Joe 
Roche, Carol Schoenberger, Nate Shaw, 
Stacy Snatchko, Heather Tantalo, Scott 
Waleko and Syla Johnson. 

MR. CUSICK moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cusick: 

1 think that for the most part, and 1 
think that we would all agree that when 
you see our young doing so many good 
things within our schools, it makes us all 
feel good, and especially these students 
have been — this is probably one of many 
times that they have done some good 
things for our community in the Pittsburgh 
area. Earlier in the year I believe — and 
Mr. Johnson probably will talk on it more 
- they had come to the call of some needy 
families during the Christmas season, and 
I think that for the most part, and I know 
that I am very happy to see that the school 
really wants to get these students involved 
in the community, give them a sense of 
belonging, and it makes you feel good 
because these are the same students that 1 
think that for the most part that you will 
probably see at the Bag-A-Thons and the 
different other community activities that 
are going on and it really does instill the 
community and the schools togetherness. 

I would just like to ask Joe Roche 
from Cairick High School to come up and 
say a few words, and then we will ask Mr. 
Johnson the Community/School 
Coordinator to say a few words. Go 
ahead. Joe. 


Joe Roche: 

I want to thank Carrick High 
School for letting us collect money. I 
want to thank the Carrick community for 
donating money to us to give to the Red 
Cross. 

Mr. Johnson? 

He didn’t have much time to 
prepare. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Dennis Jones: 

Counc ilman Cusick, we would like 
to present you with this purple ribbon that 
helped us to collect money for — in the 
Oklahoma City Project We would also 
like to thank you for proclaiming us. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Johnson: 

We would like to thank City 
Council very much for this. I think — you 
know, the future of this City lies with our 
young people, and if they start at a young 
age contributing, I think that is going to 
carry over to the rest of their life hopefully 
and they’ll stay in Pittsburgh and help 
Pittsburgh prosper. And, thank you very 
much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Ricciardi. 




Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I 
seldom say something after a resolution, 
but I really would like, along with my 
colleagues, to salute these young people 
today for their caring for others; it really 
shows a lot for these young people here 
today and those that were unable to make 
it, because while other people were hurting 
and suffering, these people stood forward, 
used their own personal time and capital 
and went out and collected. I think that’s 
great 

The Chain 

Thank you. Coun cilman Thank 
you, Mr. Johnson, and all your guests. 

Councilman Onorato, I know you 
have a number of guests in the audience. 

Mr. Onorato: 

At this time would everyone in the 
audience related to East North Side Action 
Coalition come forward. Come on, 
everyone. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Councilman Cusick. 


Mr. Cusick: 

I just want to make an apology to 
Councilman Ricciardi. Councilman 
Ricciardi does represent a portion of the 
Carrick area, and I just wanted to 


apologize for not asking him to come up 
and participate in that, and I know he is 
equally as proud of the students of the 
Carrick High School. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And, as they are w alking forward, 
the East North Side Action Coalition — 
Pam, come on. We will read all their 
names in the proclamation, but I would 
like to recognize Pam Minton, committee 
people from the 23rd Ward, Judy Chinko, 
committee person, her fathe r, the Ward 
Chairman of the 23rd Ward. Come on 
over here. The proclamation will explain 
everyone’s participation here and why 
they are being recognized today. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 2067 WHEREAS, the officers 
of the Young Men’s Club and the Ladies 
Auxiliary have donated space to the East 
Northside Action Committee for the past 
three years and have voted to donate the 
club for the upcoming year; and, 

WHEREAS, the Young Men’s 
Club provides space for the Senior’s 
Group, the Youth Group, and the East 
Northside Action Committee meetings, 
and the Crimewatch group; and, 

WHEREAS, Pat Polaritz, Rudy 
Halo, Wanda Rose, and Rose Willard, the 
officers of the Ladies Auxiliary have been 
extremely helpful, in addition to being 
resourceful, in cooking and providing 
holiday dinners for the over 200 seniors 
who attend; and, 





WHEREAS, Jack Davis, Mike 
Nolder, Henry Hoist, and Bill Davis, 
officers of the Young Men's Club have 
been generous in donating space at the 
club at no cost for overhead, lights, hea t > 
and water, and, 

WHEREAS, Ken Minton, founder 
and President, W illiam Chinko, Vice 
President and Pam Minton, of the East 
North Side Action Committee have 
volunteered their time and efforts to 
improving their neighborhood by 
becoming involved; and, 

WHEREAS, Dick Harris is a new 
asset to the East Northside Action 
Committee who has volunteered his time 
working to p re par e the community 
garden, and, 

WHEREAS, each of the 
individuals mentioned have volunteered of 
their own time and have worked to be of 
service to the community, both to the 
youth and to the seniors. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes and commends 
the officers of the Young Men’s Club, the 
Ladies Auxiliary, and the East Northside 
Action Committee for their hard work and 
dedication to improving the North Side. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Let me also add that the Young 
Men’s Club on the North Side provides 
space in an area where there really aren’t 
that many public spaces for the group to 
use because of the highways and how the 
neighborhoods cut apart; it makes it very 
easy and it provides a nice service to all 
the residents, both old and young, from 
what you heard in here, and I have 
participated in several of the meetings, the 
community block meetings, and it does 
come in handy, and 1 want to thank the 
Young Men’s board for allowing us to do 
that. 

At this time, Pam, who should we 
bring forward? Mr. Davis. I will present 
him with the plaque and ask him to say a 
few words. Thank you. Here you go. 

Mr. Davis: 

I would like to thank City Council 
and all the people involved with the 
organization. Thanks again. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Davis. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. Would anyone else 
like to say anything? Ken? Pam? Judy? 

The Chair: 

Get some of them committee 
people out there. Judy, you’re never quiet 

Mr. Onorato: 


Judy. Yes, say a few words. 





Ms. Chinko: 

You want to hear my speech? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. Say your speech. 

Ms. Chinko: 

Well, actually I did write 
something for everyone here. 

Mr. Onorato: 

There you go. How’s that? 

Ms. Chinko: 

See if we can get this low enough 

for me. 

I’m accepting this proclamation on 
behalf of my father Bill Chinko, and we 
would like to thank our Co uncilman Dan 
Onorato, Council President Jim Ferlo and, 
of course, all the Councilmen here today 
for making this possible. Again, I am 
honored to be here to accept this for my 
father, and we will continue to work 
together in our community. Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. Pam, or Ken? Ken. 
The Chain 

Ken is also an employee from our 
City Controller’s Office, works hard. Ken. 

Mr. Minton: 

Thank you, Mr. President. I would 
like to thank City Council for 


acknowledging these people here, because 
if it wasn’t for all these people here, we 
wouldn’t have the great co mmuni ty we 
have over there. I want to thank all yence 
and t h a nk City Council for acknowledging 
them. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you, Ken. 

The Chain 

I would also like to thank- this 
group for working with some of the 
Seniors from Pressley High Rise, within 
the Public Housing community. Thank 
you very much for your good efforts. 

I believe Counc ilman Onorato ha< 
a number of resolutions to be read into the 
record. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, Mr. President 
MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 2068 WHEREAS, The Urban 
League of Pittsburgh, Inc. presents the 
Second Annual Graduation and Awards 
Ceremony for the Students of the 
Progressive Readiness for Employment 
Program; and, 

WHEREAS, the achievement of 
these students is reflective of their 
motivation and desire for personal 
development; and, 

WHEREAS, the students are 
celebrating with the theme...And Still I 
Rise; and. 



WHEREAS, Charlotte Arnold, 
Cheniell Carey, Lititia Dye, Nikki 
Freeman, Kimberly Howard, Sarah Jones, 
Tamara Jones, Devonne Little, Lolita 
Love, Mekeya Martin, Wanda Miller, 
Clarissa Minter, Durtairie Monoe, 
Deshauna Ponton, Karen Reaves, Tanya 
Ripley, Bemeda Simmons, Ferencia 
Smalls, and Leanna Williams, have 
completed the P.RJB.P. program and have 
demonstrated great determination and 
desire to achieve; and, 

WHEREAS, these students have 
shown willingness, perseverance, and 
diligence in working to complete the 
program and will use these strengths to 
obtain higher education and to enter the 
workforce. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh recognizes and commends 
the graduates of the Progressive Readiness 
for Employment Program and wishes 
success for them in obtaining their goals. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 2069 WHEREAS, more than 
150 years ago, the railroads were the 
transportation link that held our nation 
together, allowing for the free, safe travel 
of both people and goods. The larger 
railroads survived and thrived during times 
of economic change, while their smaller 
counterparts filed bankruptcy or altogether 
disappeared, and, 


WHEREAS, a growing number of 
local and regional groups are collaborating 
to recycle the miles of abandoned trails for 
recreational use; and, 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburgh Mercy 
Foundation is collaborating with eight 
local rails-to-trails councils to bring a 
“first of its kind,” four and a half month 
long fund-raiser to Southwestern 
Pennsylvania communities called the Tour 
de Mercy. Proceeds from this fund-raiser 
benefit at-risk youth and families served 
by Pittsburgh Mercy Health System 
programs; and, 

WHEREAS, the Tour de Mercy is 
designed to provide a fun, outdoor, fitness- 
oriented, family or group activity in which 
people from all walks of life can get into 
shape while enjoying the great outdoors, 
all while raising money for a great cause; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the eight participating 
trails include: Allegheny River Trail, 
Armstrong Trail, Butler-Freeport Trail, 
Three Rivers Heritage Trail, Ghost Town 
Trail, Montour Trail, Roaring Run Trail 
and the Youghiogheny River Trail; and, 

WHEREAS, The Friends of the 
Riverfront has partnered itself with the 
Mercy Health Foundation to kick-off the 
Tour de Mercy and has worked to build 
volunteer support for tr ails through this 
year’s theme: “One Million Volunteers for 
the Trail”. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends all those 
individuals involved in working to make 
the Tour De Mercy a successful event. 






especially the members and supporters of 
The Friends of the Riverfront 

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
declares Saturday, June 3, 1995 as Trail 
Focus Day in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR- ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 2070 WHEREAS, Hie 
ADOPT A HIGH RISE concept was first 
developed by Jon Gutzmann, a housing 
authority executive in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, in the mid-1980’s. The 
pro gram involves area businesses and 
community organizations which “adopt” 
public housing high rise buil dings to 
improve the quality of life of the residents 
who live there; 

WHEREAS, the ADOPT A HIGH 
RISE program was launched in Pittsburgh 
in May, 1994 through the partnership 
efforts of Pittsburgh’s Housing Authority 
and the United Way of Allegheny County; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh has one of 
the largest concentrations of senior 
citizens in the country, and most of the 
residents living in public high rises here 
are seniors. Three pilot high rises, the 
Pressley Street, Pennsylvania Bidwell, and 
North view Heights buildings on 
Pittsburgh’s North Side were selected to 
stan the program; and. 


WHEREAS, the North Side 
Giant Eagle adopted Pressley Street High 
Rise, Three Rivers Engine Distributors, 
Inc., the Northview Heights buildings, and 
the Medical College of PA, through the 
campus at Allegheny General Hospital, the 
Pennsylvania Bidwell High Rise; and, 

WHEREAS, the adopting 
businesses aid the senior citizens by 
offering periodic social events, providing 
transportation or companionship and by 
assisting with the daily living needs senior 
citizens have; and, 

WHEREAS, the rationale of the 
ADOPT A HIGH RISE program is to 
improve the well-being and quality of life 
of senior citizens who reside in 
Pittsburgh’s public housing community. 
The program recognizes that seniors have 
talents and life experiences which are of 
value to local businesses and other 
organizations. 

WHEREAS, the program seeks to 
build new bridges of cooperation, 
volunteerism and caring between 
professional businesses and associations, 
and Pittsburgh’s public housing 
community of seniors. The pr o gram also 
aims to enhance a sense of neighborhood, 
increased appreciation for aging 
community members and enjoyment for 
all participants in the program. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh congratulates the staff, 
sponsors, and participants of the ADOPT 
A HIGH RISE program on the successful 
celebration of its first anniversary. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 



MR- HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Councilman Sala Udin, you have a 
proclamation, one to be read into the 
record. 

Mr. Udin: 

Mr. President 
The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman. 

MR. UDIN PRESENTS 

No. 2071 "WHEREAS, on Friday, 
June 9, 11995 the DAY OF THE 
AFRICAN CHILD Celebration will be 
held at the Hill House Association on 
Centre Avenue in the Hill District of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and, 

WHEREAS, the commemoration 
of this day is the result of the struggle for 
freedom and the slaughter of African 
children who were massacred at Seweto, 
South Africa in 1976; and, 

'WHEREAS, in collaboration with 
UNICEF of the United Nations, and the 
Organization of African Unity, DAY OF 
THE AFRICAN CHILD has evolved into 
a celebration and commemoration of 
African children throughout the world; 
and, 

"WHEREAS, in 1993, activities 
took place on every continent and in over 
40 African countries. In the United States, 
President Bill Clinton, along with 67 


mayors and 7 governors, signed official 
proclamations establishing June 16, 1994 
as DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILD; and, 

"WHEREAS, Valerie Lawrence, 
Coordinator for DAY OF THE AFRICAN 
CHILD, on behalf of Kuntu Writers 
Workshop, The Pittsburgh Hill District 
AARP #4706, and Friends of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Reading Center, seeks to 
raise the consciousness level of our 
community of the significance and 
importance for the celebration of DAY OF 
THE AFRICAN CHILD. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh joins this collaborative 
efforts and takes pride in offering our 
collective voices, our strength, and our 
resources in support of African children 
here in Pittsburgh, and African children 
around the world, and declares Thursday, 
June 16, 1995 as DAY OF THE 
AFRICAN CHILD in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. UDIN moved to adopt the resolution. 
MR- O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 


The Chair: 

Thank you very much. That 
concludes our Read and Adopted. Moving 
on Presentation of Papers. 

MS. MCDONALD PRESENTED 

No. 2072 Resolution authorizing a 
1995 Cooperation Agreement or 
Agreements with the Urban 




Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer of funds in the 
amount of $80,013.56 from the Authority 
to the City to fund Community 
Development Corporations. 

Also, 

No. 2073 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and 
between URA and Hill Community 
Development Corporation for the sale of 
property in the 5th Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh - Residential Land Reserve 
Fund (residential construction). 

Also, 

No. 2074 Resolution approving 
execution of a Disposition Contract by and 
between URA and Better Block 
Development Corporation for the sale of 
property in the 13th Ward of the City of 
Pittsburgh, Residential Land Reserve Fund 
(residential construction). 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

No. 2075 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of space located at 1350 Evers 
Drive, 12th Ward, from Metropolitan 
Pittsburgh Housing Corporation, for the 
purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station for a 2 year 
period, at no cost to the City other than 
the use of telephones and line 
maintenance. 

Also, 

No. 2076 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of space located at 1165 
McKinney Lane, 20th Ward, from 
Kossman Development Company, for the 


purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station for a 2 year 
period, at no cost to the City. The City 
will assume the cost of utilities, not to 
exceed $50.00 per month. 

Also, 

No. 2077 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of space located at 901 
Galveston Street, 22nd Ward, from 
Tresbri Development Corp., owner, for 
the purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station, for a term 
of two (2) years, made effective July 1, 
1995, at no cost to the City other than use 
of telephones and telephone line 

maintenaTire 

Also, 

No. 2078 Resolution providing for 
the leasing of space located at 1926 
Brownsville Road, 29th Ward, from H. 
Wayne Weinstein, Inc., for the purpose 
of establishing a Co mmuni ty Oriented 
Police mini station for a 2 year period, at 
no rental cost to the City. The City will 
assu m e the cost of utilities, not to exceed 
$100.00 per month, and provide for 
renovations at a cost not to exceed 
$1,000.00. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 2079 Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 47 of 1994 to increase the 
cost of the agreements for cable consulting 
services to Fifty-Seven Thousand Two 
Hundred Thirty ($57,230.00) Dollars, 


chargeable to and payable from the 
Community Communications Trust Fund 
(CCTF), Department of General Services, 
Bureau of Cable Communications. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on T-ands, Buildings and 
Procurement. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 2080 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $2000.00 warrant in 
favor of Christopher Passodelis for 
property damage due to a water main 
break, charging same to Code Account No. 
46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 2081 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $778.96 warrant in favor 
of Richard Higgins in settlement of claim 
for automobile damage, chargeable to 
Code Account No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 2082 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$47,500 to Leon W. Howard, Jr., do 
James Goldman, Esquire, Suite 1125, 
Grant Building, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, in 
full and final settlement of alleged 
personal injuries and property damage due 
to a vehicle accident which occurred on 
the Bloomfield Bridge on or about 
December 17,1990. 

Also, 

No. 2083 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$25,000 to Kenneth L. Starr and Lee Ann 
Starr do Barry M. Simpson, Esquire, 
Ecker. Rome & Simpson, 300 Benedum- 


Trees Building, 223 Fourth Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222, in full and final 
settlement of alleged personal injuries and 
property damage due to a vehicle accident 
which occurred at the intersection of 
Liberty Avenue and 28th Street on or 
about July 1,1992. 

Also, 

No. 2084 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$12,000 to Kelly Zettle and Timothy 
Zettle do Eric F. Solomon, Esquire, 1034 
Fifth Avenue, Suite 100, Pittsburgh, PA 
15219, in full and final settlement of 
alleged personal injuries occurring at the 
Pittsburgh Zoo on or about July 29,1992. 

Also, 

No. 2085 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of certain property under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Finance and Budget 

The Chair: 

That concludes our Presentation of 

Papers. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chair: 

Under Unfinished Business or 
Reports of Special Committees. 




Councilman Cohen, did you want to 
update us on the Cable Summit Meeting. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Well, Mr. President, we had a good 
Cable Summit Meeting and hopefully 
everybody who was there got the update 
that was necessary. But, the bottom line, 
of course, is that we are going to have 
competition in Pittsburgh in the cable 
industry and most likely that will be from 
Bell A t l a n ti c, and I thought the 
representatives from Bell Atlantic were 
very optimistic in saying that they would 
come to Pittsburgh, that they would 
provide cable services, that they would do 
it at the latest by 1999, but hopefully 
before that And, they are considering 
now whether to do that through the 
telephone line, what’s called a Video Dial 
Tone, or through wireless, meaning 
through satellite dish. But, in any event, 
the part of it that really encouraged me 
was that we are going to have competition 
in the cable industry in Pittsburgh and 
once we have that it means that rates will 
go down and service will go up, because 
when you have a monopoly they act in 
ways that are not sensitive to the 
customers and that is certainly what TCI 
has done. 

So, I appreciate all the 
Councilmembers who attended that 
meeting and all the people here in the City 
Clerk’s Office who worked to put that 
together. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you very much, 
Councilman. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

This is Unfinished Business? 

The Chain 

Yes. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Last week we had a discussion 
regarding the busing issue and I stated that 
I would try to pull a meeting together of 
the School Board, of all of us here and the 
Solicitor of the School Board, our 
Solicitor, to go over all the issues, review 
the history and what steps would have to 
be taken if you are going to look at the 
issue of the elimination of busing because 
it will be very complicated, as 
Councilwoman McDonald pointed out, if 
that is a step that is taken. 

Tentatively we have a date selected 
for June 29th, but I am waiting for rallc 
back from the School Board because as 
you know a lot of them work during the 
day, it is an unpaid position and they 
usually meet at night. So, we are trying to 
coordinate with their schedules. If that 
changes I will let everyone know but we 
are trying to coordinate that and once it is 
finali z ed there will be a memo in 
everyone’s office. 



The Cham 

Do you have a tentative time, in 
the morning — 

Mr. Onorato: 

Ten o'clock in the morning. That's 
why we are not sure if it could happen 
because of their work schedules. 

The Chair: 

Very good. Please let us know. 
And, if there is any information that we 
need prior to that meeting, would you let 
us know. 

Mr.Udin: 

Mr. President. 

The Chair: 

Councilmember. 

Mr.Udin: 

Regarding the subject that Mr. 
Onorato just raised regarding examination 
of the busing patterns in the School 
District I would hope that the agenda of 
that meeting or any other meetings 
connected to busing would include an 
examination of the achievement and 
outcome patterns in the Pittsburgh School 
District so that our discussion of busing is 
connected to the question of the quality of 
education for all children in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 


The Chain 

Thank you, Councilman. There 
was a discussion generally. I think it was 
clear from last week’s discussion, anrf 
Councilwoman McDonald raised thic that 
there is a whole gamut of issues that 
actually go into die whole issue of what’s 
equitable distribution of resources per ea ch 
institution, each location, the whole i ss ue 
of specific achievement scores throughout 
the system, lower - elementary level on 
up; the issue even of the racial, gender, 
composition of curricula and school 
activities and after school activities, things 
Of this SOrt. I think part Of this initial 
meeting is really just kind of a very loose, 
informal educational session, where I think 
we need a lot of information sharing. I 
think some of us may or may not be 
operating under either misinf ormati on or 
not knowing fully the complicated issue 
regarding the expenditure. We have often 
heard the phrase that the School Board 
spends 22 million dollars a year on school 
busing and there are a lot of intricacies 
regarding that issue, including the special 
needs of Special Education students. 

I think partly this is kind of just 
opening up the avenue for discussion. I 
think fundamentally that everyone at this 
Council agreed last week the fundamental 
bottom line is equitable distribution of 
resources system wide, but seeing whether 
or not neighborhood-based schools would 
build an opportunity for either higher 
achievement scores, more equitable 
distribution of resources and, in fact, a 
higher and more quality level participation 
of parents themselves in the school 
system. I think that is kind of the 
overview or the framework in which we 
would have this discussion. 




Counc ilman 

Mr. Onorato: 

And, if I could add, Mr. President 
The reason this came about is there were 
two articles in the paper, and I thought it 
was important that the discussion was not 
just taking place in Harrisburg, that 
locally, because the impact is going to 
affect us as representatives from our 
neighborhoods, along with the School 
Board Members, that we should be talcing 
the lead with them. That doesn’t mean 
that they are going to vote for it or against 
it, it is just — be informative. 

Obviously the issue of equitable 
distribution, if busing should be 
eliminated, has to be addressed first I do 
not think anyone here would support the 
ehmmanon if we are going to go back to a 
situation where certain schools are not 
receiving money, and I think- that will be 
part of an overall if something to the effect 
that busing be eliminated is adopted. But, 
this is purely informational to find out how 
we amve at this point and what steps can 
be taken and maybe they can’t be — what 
steps can be taken to e liminate busing and 
go back to neighborhood schools and 
preserve the integrity of all the schools if 
we do that 

The Chair; 

I also think on a practical level, if I 
understand the legislation as being 
proposed, specifically it would seem as 
though that may affect something that may 
happen in the future, but there is a very 
specific legal consent agreement between 
the Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Commission and the Pittsburgh Board of 
Education that goes back more than a 


decade. I would think any legislation 
would have to be prospective in terms of 
any future situation involving issues of 
this sort I think it would clearly be 
questionable that any legislative action at 
this time in Harrisburg would necessarily 
negate or nullify the pre-existing legal 
agreements. 

So, I think the approach that we are 
taking is probably a better approach on a 
practical level in terms of getting at the 
heart of the issue that all of us care about 
very deeply. 

Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President I look 
forward to this meeting. I am very pleased 
to hear that the agenda is going to be very 
flexible and informal, because obviously 
we have to deal with the quality of 
education for all children across the City 
of Pittsburgh. 

On the surface, however, I am 
opposed to busing and I hope it is 
el iminate d. But, I am pleased to hear that 
the agenda is going to be flexible because I 
also would like to talk about safety in 
schools. It was very disheartening several 
months ago when a principal of one of our 
middle schools came out and said that his 
number one priority at his school was the 
safety of the children, because at that time 
there was a fight that had broken out and 
there were some problems, and he said that 
he puts so much of his attention into the 
safety that the education — and he was 
quoted in The Pittsbu rgh Post Gazette - 
the education came secondary. 





So, I am very pleased that the 
schedule will be flexible, the agenda, and I 
hope that not only can we address the 
quality of education for all students, not 
only are we going to address this busing 
issue, but I really hope that we address the 
safety issue also. 

The Chain 

Well, just on the safety point We 
do sort of have an open-ended, unresolved 
issue with the School Board that we have 
raised in the past and that is on 
Councilman Hertzberg’s Truancy Bill. It 
is still the case, unless I am mistaken, that 
the largest percentage of young people are 
actually legally truant every given day in 
the City of Pittsburgh during the school 
year. Many smaller communities, 
including where I come from originally, 
have truancy but — have suspensions but 
you are suspended to a facility during the 
school day where you do some kind of 
educational or recreation or some other 
kind of activity. 

1 do not want to get off in to a 
tangent with this meeting but since it is the 
first opportunity we may have to meet face 
to face with the School Board, including 
some of our new Members, many of whom 
some of us worked very diligently for 
politically, I would like to suggest also 
that, relative to Mr. Ricciardi’s point on 
safety, we kind of edge our way into this 
whole issue on the truancy issue also. 

Councilwoman McDonald and 
then Councilman Cusick. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. I am very pleased to hear you 
say that. Councilman Ferlo, because I have 


advocated all during the years that I was 
on the School Board that, again. School 
Board and Council do not operate in 
vacuums, that it has to be a collaboration 
but, unfortunately, in the five years that I 
was there, there was not as much dialogue 
as I would have liked to have seen 
between the two governing bodies. So, I 
am glad to see that we are talking about 
this now. In fact, I would — in all due 
respect to Councilman Onorato, 1 want to 
stick to his agenda, and that is busing, 
because there is a merit of issues, like the 
safety — I’m surprised I heard that. Gene, 
that statement, I thought that education 
came first; in fact, I do believe that if all 
administrators are truly about the 
education of children and making them 
feel wanted in school, they wouldn’t really 
have as much of a safety problem. 

But, these are issues that are 
coining up, maybe we can engage in 
dialogue on a routine basis. I’m not 
suggesting any like monthly time period, 
but we do need to meet monthly to discuss 
issues because it does impact upon both 
bodies. 

One more issue is, there is an Inter- 
Agency Council that the School Board has 
set up, and it is an open forum where many 
entities, from CYS to the D.A.’s Office, I 
mean all types are there; it was developed 
by the former President of the School 
Board, Barbara Bums, as well as Pat 
Crawford, who is Public Relations, to 
address many problems that, again, are 
kind of like a Medusa, I mean they’re 
everywhere. 

So, I would invite and urge 
Councilmembers — I know Councilman 
Hertzberg had been at, what, one or two, 
about the truancy thing, which was a 





forum that he was able to discuss the 
legislation. 

So, again, I invite - it is every 
month. I do not know when it is coming 
up this month, if it has already passed, but 
it is every month, and Council is, I am 
sure, more than welcomed; at least if they 
have the same philosophy as I did, I am 
sure Council is more than welcomed at the 
Inter-Agency Council Meetings. 

But, I look forward to the dialogue 
on this specific issue and hopefully future 
meetings. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Cusick, then Mr. 
Hertzberg. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes, we are welcomed, and just 
last month I was out there speaking on and 
discussing curfew with the Inter-Agency 
group. The only thing that I had made 
reference to at that meeting was that for 
some reason it was not until there was an 
issue that the particular Councilperson was 
working on, were you invited, and I 
thought that maybe they should open those 
doors and make that invitation a monthly 
and ongoing thing . 

I would just like to say a lot of why 
this discussion has come up, and I think a 
lot of people have been hesitant to discuss 
this whole busing issue is, in a large part 
because of people wi thin our communities 
and the cry to do some thing about what is 
going on, whether it be in the south of the 
river, the north of the river and who’s 
getting what, and I think that that for the 
most part is probably a fair reason. 


Ms. Fiances Murray — and I think 
that Ms. McDonald probably remembers 
the plan Ms. Fran Murray had developed 
that brought a lot of attention to the School 
Board and it wasn’t that the School Board 
totally di sagr eed with her, it was that their 
h a nd s were tied. I think from that came a 
lot of frustration wi thin the community. 

I have been meeting with groups in 
my community, in my Council District for 
the last three, four mo nths ; in feet, my 
staff, myself had worked with 
Representative Readshaw in developing 
the bill that is currently being introduced 
in Harrisburg. 

I would like to ask Mr. Onorato to 
ask Councilmembers to give their ideas on 
different topics for this meeting and 
basically really open it up even broader 
and ask these groups, because there are 
groups and they call themselves Parents 
for Community Schools — Neighborhood 
Schools, and to ask them to find out what 
they want to talk about at this meeting, 
too, and what they want to hear about, 
because let’s face it, that is why the whole 
issue came up, because of these groups. 

1 think for the most part I think we 
all welcome the dialogue or the topic in 
regards to neighborhood schooling 
because of our frustration wi thin our own 
communities and what we can do to 
generate the excitement or to get people to 
start caring about what is going on in the 
community, and any time you have that I 
think it is probably very productive for the 
community. 

So, I welcome and I look forward 
and I would work on that with you, Mr. 
Onorato, that we get those community 
people to give us some input on what they 


want to hear about at these community 
meetings. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman 

Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President Yes, I 
think the last kind of dialogue that Council 
had with the School Board, it predated my 
time on Council, but it was relative to the 
Property Tax increase, and I think Council 
was unsuccessful in trying to persuade the 
School Board not to increase Property 
Taxes, although Councilwoman 
McDonald voted no to that Property Tax 
increase. I am proud to say. And, I would 
also note that I think virtually every 
Member of the School Board then — or 
almost even* Member then — is no longer 
on there now. So that I would hope we 
will have some better discussions this time 
around And, there are a number of issues, 
including tax issues and the Wage Tax of 
the School District which remains the 
much higher component of our 2.85 
percent Wage Tax, that’s 1.85 percent 

But on the truancy issue, I think 
that is a relevant issue right now. I did go 
to an Inter-Agency Council Meeting, I 
thought it was productive, but I do not feel 
all the problems with enforcement of the 
Truancy Ordinance have been worked out, 
and I could not help but notice that in the 
last couple days driving by Langley High 
School. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. Mr. 
Onorato. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, finally, I just want to just 
make it clear. For the post agenda, I do 
agree with Councilwoman McDonald, the 
issue is going to be busing on that agenda, 
and that is it We will be flexible to the 
point that Councilman Cusick suggests, 
where we want to bring some groups in. 
We want it to be wide open. Anyone that 
wants to come in to participate, give their 
two cents, or have suggestions regarding 
this issue, that would be fine, but I would 
like to keep the issue to busing, because if 
we jump across the board, as you know, 
Mr. President, we won’t accomplish 
anything at a short post agenda. It is just 
going to address this issue because it is an 
issue that a lot of us care about and it is 
something that if we are going to move in 
that direction, I think that the dialogue 
with the School Board would only help 
both of us, because if we end up on 
opposite sides, nothing will be 
accomplished. 

So, the issue and the subject for the 
day will be busing, should it be e liminat ed^ 
and hopefully it will be on the 29th, but I 
will let everyone know. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Any other 
discussion on this point or any other 
matter? 

Thank you all. Moving to the 
Reports of Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 




The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget, Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2086 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for May 31, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation. 

Bill No. 2035 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
transferring the sum of Twenty Thousand 
dollars ($20,000.00) to Code Account 
1042-1, Department of the Mayor, City 
Information Systems, from Code Account 
1043, Miscellaneous Services, Department 
of the Mayor, City Information Systems.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 


of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Cleric will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 9 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

The Chain 

It was nice to hear that nine figure 
for a change. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2036 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 579 of 1987, 
entitled, ‘Providing for an agreement or 
agreements with the Pittsburgh Public 
School District and/or other private for 
profit and non-profit entities to provide 
City of Pittsburgh TIP A eligible youth 
with employment opportunities, work 
experience, labor market orientation, on- 
the-job training and/or classroom training 
in connection with the Pittsburgh 
Partnership Employment Program,’ by 
decreasing the amount available for 
Pittsburgh Public School District and/or 
other private for profit and non-profit 


entities by $33.10. Total cost shall not 
exceed $249,966.90” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2037 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Resolution No. 426 of 1989, as 
amended by Resolution No. 169 of 1990, 
entitled, ‘Providing for an agreement or 
agreements with various agencies for job 
development and employment services 
and/or on-the-job training in connection 
with the Pittsburgh Partnership 
Employment Program,’ by decreasing the 
amount available for agencies by 
$95,401.41. total cost shall not exceed 
$504,598.59.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2038 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 1006 of 1987, 
entitled, ‘Providing for an agreement or 
agreements with various agencies to 
provide employment opportunities for low 
and moderate income City residents in 
connection with the Pittsburgh Partnership 
Employment Program,’ by decreasing the 
amount available for agencies by 
$24,931.12” 

Which was read. 


The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President On the 
JTPA bills, we had a discussion last week 
about the Federal funds that are used for 
the JTPA Program, of course, and the 
Summer Employment Program. Director 
Paiees informed us that we still do not 
know. Even though it is June the 6th, we 
still do not know what Federal funds, if 
any, will be available for our Summer 
Employment Program. We also know that 
the funds have been zeroed out for the 
summer of 1996. So, for a program that 
employed hundreds, and I believe it was a 
thousand, youth last s umm er we do not 
even know now whether we are going to 
employ any. So, this is a very, very 
serious subject, obviously. What I would 
like to do is just make sure that we send a 
notification to Director Paiees — and she is 
working as hard as she can on this — to let 
us know, as soon as we find out, what our 
funding is, so that the Administration and 
this Council can put into effect a S umm er 
Jobs Program and to the best of our ability. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. As pan of that, could 
we also ask — we did not discuss this at 
the Committee. Traditionally over the last 
several years the Administration and 
community groups have approached the 
grant makers and the foundation 
community for additional support If we 
could get a clarification on what success, if 
any. there was. I know I think there was 
actually a meeting this week with the grant 





makers, and if we could make that part of 
the request from Councilman Cohen. 

Other discussion on the summer 
jobs? Councilman Ricciardi. Other 
matters? 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

The same discussion. Just two 
points on the Summer Job Program, 
colleagues. First of all, I really want to 
commend Director Parees, because I think 
as she has stated, she is moving 
developing the Summer Job Program and 
not waiting to see what the funding is 
going to be, because obviously it tak« 
time. 

The other issue, and that is, that 
there is going to be zero funds, that Mr. 
Cohen has just brought up, in 1996, on this 
job issue. I think maybe in the fixture we 
should either pass a resolution or send a 
very strong worded letter to our elected 
officials, obviously, in Washington, D. C., 
and to all Congressmen and Senators 
across this country, just stating what our 
position is going to be. 

I know I just attended the Mayor’s 
meeting at South Vo-Tech and people 
were very concerned about the Summer 
Job Program in 1995. Can you imagine if 
Mayor Murphy or I would have announced 
that in 1996, there are not going to be any 
funds. 

So, what I am saying is, maybe on 
this issue alone, when we are in the 
hallways, we should really discuss some 
strategy that we could target our elected 
officials, not just in Pennsylvania but 
throughout this entire country, just to let 
them know how important it is to give 


people productive work, to give people 
supervision and to help them leam *kiiu 
and to be perfectly honest with you, to 
make sure they are off the street doing 
something worthwhile. So, maybe in the 
future we should talk about this. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Other discussion? 
Any discussion on the other bills? 
Hearing none, the bills are now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bills will vote “aye” when their nam^ 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 8 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

(MR. RICCIARDI ABSTAINING) 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2087 

Report of the Committee on Public Works. 
Water and Environmental Services for 
May 31, 1995, transmitting one resolution 
to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 


Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation. 


Bill No. 2039 


Report of the Committee on Planning, 
Zoning and Land Use for May 31, 1995, 
transmitting one resolution to Council. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
vacating a portion of Penn Avenue in the 
8th Ward, 9th Council District of the City 
of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill is now ready 
for final action. All in favor of the passage 
of the bill will vote “aye” when their 
names are called; all opposed will vote 
“no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 


Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affir mative recommendation, 
Bill No. 1860 

An Ordinance entitled, “An Or dinan ce 
amending the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, 
Zoning District Map No. 18, by c hanging 
from “R2”, Two-Family Residence 
District, to “RP”, Residential Planned Unit 
Development District, certain pro perty of 
the Jewish Home and Hospital for the 
Aged having frontage on the southerly side 
of Browns Hill Road identified as Lot 150, 
Block 88-S in the Allegheny County Lot 
and Block System, 15th Ward. (Council 
District No. 5)” 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 9 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Udin 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. UDIN PRESENTED 


Bill No. 2088 


Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? 

This was the subject of a public 
hearing and we had discussion last week. 
Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr- O’Connor: 

I just want to commend everyone 
involved, especially the UJF, for this 
outstanding project This is a 35 million 
dollar total complex on Browns Hill Road 
that will certainly create hundreds of 
construction jobs, but the long term - after 
two years — it should be a two-year 
development, after that will certainly be an 






Which was read, received and filed. 


asset to all Seniors and people who want 
to live out their later years in comfort 
And, again, it is an outstanding project I 
know we haven’t all seen the final 
blueprint — we have seen the blueprint but 
not die final outlay of it, and I think once 
people see that it is overwhelming and it is 
a great use for this facility, and I just want 
to thank everyone involved, especially the 
UJF. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. Any 
other discussion? Hearing none, the bill is 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of the bill will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Cleric will call the 
roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 9 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finall y. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Bill No. 2089 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for May 31, 1995, transmitting sundry 
resolutions to Council. 


Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 2011 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Nos. 507, 706, 956, 1148 and 
Resolution No. 1221 of 1991, Resolution 
Nos. 211, 524, 720 and 929 of 1992 and 
Resolution No. 707 of 1993 and 
Resolution No. 644 of 1994, entitled, 
‘Providing for the filing of a Co mmunit y 
Development Statement by the city of 
Pittsburgh with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1991 CDBG 
Program,’ so as to reduce line items in 



Which was read. 


Also, 

Bill No. 2012 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 143, effective 
February 1990, as amended by Resolution 
No. 677 of 1990 and by Resolution No. 
719 of 1992 and Resolution No. 706 of 
1993, entitled, ‘Providing for the filing of 
a Community Development Statement by 
the City of Pittsburgh with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for a grant in connection 
with the 1990 CDBG Program,’ so as to 



Which was read. 


Also, 


BUI No. 2013 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Section 10 of Resolution No. 
79, effective March 7, 1989, as am ended 
by Resolution No. 776 of 1989, by 
Resolution No. 874 of 1990, by Resolution 
No. 1159 of 1991, by Resolution No. 657 
of 1992 and by Resolution No. 708 of 
1993, entitled, ‘Providing for the filing of 
a Community Development Statement by 
the City of Pittsburgh with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for a grant in connection 
with the 1989 CDBG Pr ogr am ,’ so as to 
decrease line items in Cit\L Planning. and 

add—funds_to_the_ Department of 

Engineering and Construction.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2014 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 448, effective 
June 16, 1988, as amended by Resolution 
No. 627, effective August 2, 1989, 
Resolution Nos. 132 and 1184 of 1990, 
Resolution No. 201 of 1991, and 
Resolution No. 709 of 1993, entitled, 
‘Resolution providing for the filing of a 
Community Development Statement by 
the City of Pittsburgh with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development for a grant in connection 
with the 1988 Community Development 
Block Grant Program,’ so as to reprogram 
fund$_.in the Department of Engineering 

and Construction,” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2015 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Section 10 of Resolution No. 
1181, effective December 26, 1986, as 
amended by Resolution No. 198, effective 
March 13, 1987, Resolution No. 584, 
effective July 27, 1987, Resolution Nos. 
758 and 1063 of 1987, Resolution No. 517 
of 1988, Resolution No. 328 of 1989, 
Resolution Nos. 134 and 1183 of 1990, by 
Resolution Nos. 202 and 1157 of 1991, 
and by Resolution 710 of 1993, entitled, 
‘Providing for the filin g of a Community 
Development Statement by the city of 
Pittsburgh with the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1987 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program,’ so as to reprogram funds from 
Citv_Counci l to the Department of Public 

Works.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2016 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Section 10 of Resolution No. 
234 of 1986, as amended by Resolution 
No. 12180 of 1986, by Resolution No. 43 
of 1987, by Resolution No. 1009 of 1987, 
by Resolution No. 715 of 1989, by 
Resolution Nos. 133, 875, by Resolution 
No. 1182 of 1990, by Resolution No. 1156 
of 1991, and by Resolution No. 711 of 
1993, entitled, ‘Providing for the filing of 
a Community Development Statement by 
the City of Pittsburgh with the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1986 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program,’ so as to reprogram fiuids in the 
Department_o£_ Engineerin g and 

Construction.” 

















Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2017 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 635, approved 
July 10, 1985, as amended by Resolution 
No. 285 of 1987 and by Resolution No. 50 
of 1989, Resolution Nos. 135 and 1181 of 
1990, Resolution No. 1155 of 1991, 
Resolution No. 627 of 1992, and by 
Resolution No. 705 of 1993, entitled, 
“Providing for the filing of a Community 
Development Statement by the City of 
Pittsburgh in connection with the 1985 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program,’ so_as to reprogram funds in the 
Department ofPublic Works.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2018 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Section 10 of Resolution No. 
167, effective March 1983, as amended by 
Resolution Nos. 394 and 692 of 1983, by 
Resolution No. 940 of 1984, by Resolution 
No. 634 of 1985, by Resolution Nos. 103, 
177,515 and 660 of 1986, Resolution Nos. 
286, 443, 502 and 705 of 1987, by 
Resolution No. 549 of 1989, Resolution 
No. 137 of 1990, by Resolution Nos. 38 
and 1154 of 1991, entitled, ‘Providing for 
the filing of a Community Development 
Statement by the City of Pittsburgh with 
the Department of HUD for a grant in 
connection with the 1983 CDBG 
Program,’ so as to r eprogram iunds in 
various dep artments.” 

Which was read. 


Also, 

Bill No. 2019 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 875, effective 
September 23, 1991, entitled, ‘Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 464, effective 
June 24, 1988,’ entitled, ‘Amending 
Resolution No. 1439 of 1981, as amended 
by Resolution Nos. 402 and 1144 of 1982, 
by Resolution No. 933 of 1983, by 
Resolution Nos. 102 and 285 of 1986, by 
Resolution No. 1030 of 1987, by 
Resolution No. 219 of 1988,’ entitled, 
‘Approving the submission and budget for 
the 1982 Community Development Block 
Grant Program,’ by changin g a line item in 

the Depar tment _of Engin eering and 

Construction and adding a line item in the 
Department ofPublic Works ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bin No. 2020 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Section 11 of Resolution No. 
1420, effective December 31, 1980, as 
previously amended by Resolution Nos. 
359 and 835 of 1981, by Resolution Nos. 
417 and 830 of 1982, by Resolution Nos. 
212 and 1012 of 1983, by Resolution No. 
151 of 1984, by Resolution No. 115 of 
1988, by Resolution Nos. 138 and 1179 of 
1990 and by Resolution No. 1153 of 1991, 
entitled, ‘Providing for the filing of an 
application by the City of Pittsburgh with 
the U.S. Department of Ho using and 
Urban Development for a grant in 
connection with the 1981 Community 
Development Block Grant Program/ so as 
tO_decrease funds in Citv Council and 




I Bemaain-tfaese funds to the Department 

of Public Works ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2021 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 573, effective 
7/22/87, entitled, ‘Resolution amending 
Resolution No. 165 of 1987, effective 
February 26, 1987/ entitled, ‘Providing 
for an agreement or agreements with the 
Community Technical Assistance Center 
(C.T.A.C.) for the furnishing of 
professional services for the benefit of the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh during 
1987. Cost not to exceed $40,000/ so as 
to reduce the amou nt appropriated to 

$13.692.00. chargeable to and payable 
from 1103, Misc. Services, $8,000.00, and 
the 1987 CDBG Program, City Council, 
CTAC, (CC87-07), Project No. 440-05- 
4005-87-907-87-35, $5,692.00.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2022 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 1308, approved 
December 20, 1990, entitled, ‘Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with the Lawrenceville Citizens Council to 
assist the Lawrenceville Block Watch 
Network in their education and outreach 
expenses, at a cost not to exceed 
$3,329.00, chargeable to and payable from 
the 1983 CDBG Program/ so as to reduce 
the .amount to $2.813.41” 


Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2023 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 1392, effective 
December 27, 1990, entitled, ‘Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with the Greenfield Organization to 
benefit the Senior Citizen’s Food 
Distribution Progr am , at a cost not to 
exceed $1,109.50 to $1,026.93 (-82.57), 
chargeable to and payable from the 1983 
CDBG Program, Project No. 440-05- 
0035-83-918-83-35, “Unspecified Local 
Options”” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 2024 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 542, effective 
May 7, 1993, entitled, ‘Resolution 

providing for an agreement or agreements 
with Dollar Energy Fund for operational 
and/or administrative expenses, including 
purchase of equipment or materials, for the 
benefit of low-moderate income residents 
of the City of Pittsburgh, at a cost not to 
exceed $20,000.00/ so as to reduce the 
amount appropriated to $ 19.579.16 ( - 
$420.84V chargeable to and payable from 
the 1993 CDBG Program, Department of 
City Planning ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 


Bill No. 2025 














A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 697, effective 
July 16, 1990, entitled, ‘Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with the Sl Rosalia Church Food Bank for 
administrative assistance in operating their 
food distribution program in an amnwmt 
not to exceed $4,000.00,’ so as to reduce 
tbe-am ount .appropriated_to $3.995.65. 
chargeable to and payable from the 1990 
CDBG Program - City Council - “St 
Rosalia Church Food Bank” (CC-43- 
913)” 

Which was read. 


Bill No. 2027 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 482 of 1991, 
entitled, ‘Resolution providing for an 
agreement or agreeme n ts with the 
Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation for 
administrative and/or operating assistance 
in r unning a low-moderate income youth 
oriented facility, at a cost not to exceed 
$10,000.00, so as to r educe the amount 
appropriated to $9.354.50/ chargeable to 
and payable from the 1991 CDBG 
Program - City Council - “Bloomfield- 
Garfield Corp.” ” 


Bin No. 2026 


Which was read. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 747, effective 
September 21, 1989, entitled, ‘Resolution 
providing for an agreement or agreements 
with a consultant or consultants for the 
purpose of providing architectural and 
design services, consumer surveys and 
market studies, promotional activities, 
commercial revitalization planning 

assistance, and business district 
management in various neighborhood 
business districts as part of the City’s 
Neighborhood Business District 
Revitalization Program,’ so as to reduce 


to_$ 194.553.81. chargeable to and payable 
from the 1989 CDBG Program, 
Department of City P lanning 
“Neighborhood Commercial Anal ysis and 
Support”, (CP-89-06), 4-35-01-3062-89- 
237-89-35” 


Which was read. 


Bill No. 2028 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 537 of 1991, 
entitled, ‘Resolution providing for an 
agreement or agreements with the Perry 
Hilltop Citizens Council for assistance in 
carrying out their “Lot Clean-Up” program 
in an amount not to exceed $8,416.00,’ sq 


$2.201.12. chargeable to and payable from 
the 1991 CDBG Program - City Council - 
“Perry Hilltop Citizens Council” ” 

Which was read. 


Bill No. 2029 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 487 of 1*991, as 
amended by Resolution No. 1101 of 1991. 
entitled, ‘Resolution providing for an 
agreement or agreements with Garfield 


Jubilee Association for 

administrative/opeiating support for their 
Community Maintenance Program in an 
amount not to exceed $9,111.00/ so as to 
decrease the amount appropria ted, to 

$9.008.10. chargeable to and payable from 
the 1991 CDBG Program - City Council - 
“Garfield Jubilee Association”.” 

Also, 

Bill No. 2030 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 529 of 1991, as 
amended by Resolution No. 1100 of 1991, 
entitled, ‘Resolution providing for an 
agreement or agreements with the 
Greenfield Organization for administrative 
support in operating programs serving 
elderly and low income residents in an 
amount not to exceed $12,000.00/ so as to 
decrease the., amount appropriated 

$6.902.58. chargeable to and payable from 
the 1991 CDBG Program - City Council - 
“Greenfield Organization”” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2031 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 146, effective 
February 28, 1990, entitled, ‘Authorizing a 
Cooperation Agreement with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh to 
undertake street and housing 
improvements in the Sullivan Street area 
of the City of Pittsburgh/ by decreasing 
the cost from $35,000.00 to $34,976.06 
and adjusting a line item.” 

Which was read. 


The Chair; 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. Still an area of confusion. 
Even though 1 understand the wording of 
reducing certain line items from City 
Council, and what have you, still we have 
attached to these bills the budget in which 
it shows changes, whether an addition or a 
subtraction to a line item, and I continue to 
see $50,000.00 from Bill No. 2012 taken 
away from the Housing Authority tenants 
for sidewalk repair. Bill No. 2013, in the 
amount of over $127,000.00, and as well 
as items in bills 2015,16 and 17. 

I had asked for some type of 
discussion and 1 thought we had discussed 
this; in fact, Mr. President, I think you 
took the lead on this in trying to amend 
this, so that we do have more funding for 
our playgrounds but that the sidewalk 
repairs will be left alone. So, the question 
I had before we take a vote is, is this 
budget - is this what we are voting on? 

The Chain 

Well, we specifically amended, so 
that the final bills today, if they are not 
appropriately worded, we will correct 
them before we sign the bill. The 
amendment was only to approve 
$500,000.00 and of that $500,000.00 to 
make sure we exclude the two items that 
specifically had to do with Housing 
Authority, sidewalk or construction 
activity. There were two separate bills, 
one in the amount of 150. the other in 
50.000. 











So, the final bills today, whatever 
form they are in, should only be the 
changing and deletions and reductions in 
various code accounts to ammwi'i ^ 
500,000, a half a million, and of that 
excluding any reference or any 
expenditures relative to the Housing 
Authority, and thirdly, to approve the 
appropriate authorizing legislation. We 
held back those four bills that accumulated 
$200,000.00, non-Housing Authority 
accounts, for this Wednesday’s discussion 
and that was the concern and further 
discussion that we wanted on the Mayor’s 
Sidewalk Picket Fence Program. So that 
is the actual amendments that we are 
voting on today. 

I do not have the final bills in front 
of me but if they are not amended as we 
just stated, we will correct them prior to 
the final signature of the bill, I can assure 
you that. But, that was my understanding 
clearly of what we amended and agreed to. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you for that clarification. 
The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Just so we are clear, what Ms. 
McDonald is asking, too, I thinly what we 
are voting for now all goes to Parks, the 
500,000, for rehabbing Parks and not 
Picket - 

The Chain 

I did not say that, but, yes. 
Councilman, all the half million — 


Mr. O’Connon 

- but not the Picket Fence? The 
Picket Fence will come up tomorrow as a 
different discussion? 

The Chain 

Right All of the 500,000 is for 
additional work on needed playground 
renovation and reconstruction — 

Mr. O’Connon 

Upgrade our parks’ playgrounds. 
The Chain 

- obviously in CD-eligible 
neighborhoods, because we are talking 
about block grants. And, nowhere will 
there be any use of expenditures for the 
200,000 that was referenced in Housing 
Authority Sidewalk Initiati ve Programs, 
which we will have an oppor tunit y 
tomorrow to further discuss when we 
discuss the 200,000. And, pursuant to that 
200,000, we did ask for some follow-up 
information from Director Kraszewski; we 
wanted a printout or some listing of the 
Picket Fence initiatives around the City 
and just kind of a breakdown on where 
they have partnerships, either with jo ining 
property owners or community gardens, 
and so I hope we have that information 
available. 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Just a clarification on Councilman 
O’Connor’s comments. If you are 
referencing the Parks and Recreation 
Committee, the Parks and Recreation 
Committee actually doesn’t expend any of 



the funds on the playgrounds, although we 
may have jurisdiction over them, the 
funding for new playgrounds and 
playground equipment would go through 
either Engineering and Construction or 
Public Works. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Don’t hold your breath, Dan. 

The Chain 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Any other discussion on any of the 
other bills? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 

Well, to make it clear, I guess, it’s 
going to upgrade our parks and 
playgrounds? 

the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 

The Chair: 


Right, and the use of the — 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Ayes: 

It is not going to go to salaries or 
anything like that? 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

The Chain 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

No. And, the responsible 

department in this case would be both the 
Engineering and Construction Department, 
if it’s major playground renovation, if it’s 
minor, equipment and things of that sort, 
most likely Public Works will be doing it 
And, pursuant to Mr. Cohen’s bill, the 
Playground Safety Audit, that is clearly 
Public Works’ responsibility. 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 9 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

The Chain 

I would ask Mr. Keller to please 
review the bills in question to make sure 

Mr. Cohen: 

the amendment is appropriately worded 
prior to the signature. 

Let’s hope it happens, Mr. 
President 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

The Chain 

Bill No. 2090 

Thank you. Councilman. 

Report of the Committee on Lands. 
Buildings and Procurement for May 31, 
1995, transmitting one resolution to 
Council. 


943 





Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 
Bill No. 2009 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the Director of 
the Department of General Services to 
prepare and forward a feasibility and cost 
assessment report to City Council 
concerning the Bureau of Cable 
Communications providing cable casting 
services to the Pittsburgh Board of Public 
Education.”—(AS AMENDED)— 
(SPONSORED BY COUNOLWOMAN 
MCDONALD) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I would just like to have my 
comments brought forward from S tanding 
Committee. 

(REMARKS-SEE ADDENDUM) 
Ms. McDonald: 

And, it was brought to my attention 
by an astute colleague of mine that on 
Page 2, there is a typo. I’m not even going 
to say how it is spelled, but it should be B- 
o-a-r-d. Thank you. 

The Chain 


Ms. McDonald: 

What? 

The Chain 

It’s not b-o-r-e-d, I hope. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Let’s just say it should be 
corrected. 

The Chain 

Any other discussions or 
corrections, spelling or otherwise? 
Hearing none, the bill is now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bill will vote “aye” when their names 
are called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 9 NOES none 

The bill having received the legally 
required number of votes passed finally. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2091 


1 hope it’s not b-o-r-e-d. 



Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for May 31, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affir mative recommendation. 

Bill No. 2003 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution further 
amending Res. #865, eff. 9/26/85, as 
amended by Res. #862, eff. 8/24/90, 
entitled ‘Providing for a Cooperation 
Agreement or Agreements with Carnegie 
Library in connection with improvements 
for handicapped accessibility at the Main, 
South Side, Squirrel Hill, Lawrenceville, 
Woods Run, Canick, Allegheny Regional, 
Knoxville, Homewood and the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped Branch Libraries,’ 
by decreasing the total project allocation 
by $98,965.00 from $593,965.00 to 
$495,000.00.” 

Which was read. 


Also, 

Bill No. 2008 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or 
use of existing contracts, for the 
installation of traffic signal equipment at 
various intersections. Cost not to exceed 
$100,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from the following Code Account EC95- 
47.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no” The Clerk will call the roll. 


Also, 

Bill No. 2005 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 131, effective 
February 28, 1990, entitled, ‘Providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts, for the 

construction/reconstruction of various 
retaining structures, including but not 
limited to Holt Street, Andover Terrace, 
Dakota Street, Pusey Street, and Sprain 
Street’ by decreasing the total allocation 
by $82,779.22 from $270,000.00 to 
$187220.78” 


The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen 
Mr. Cusick 
Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 9 


Mr. Onorato 
Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr.Udin 
Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

NOES none 


The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


Which was read. 




The Chain 


WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 


That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 


The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions, 
the Chair Presents. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTS 

No. 2092 Resolution appro ving 
the Re-Appointment of LINDA A. COBB, 
50 E. Marshall Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15214, as a Member of the City of 
Pittsburgh’s Magistrate Court, with a term 
to expire December 31,1998. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

What is the pleasure of the body? 
Traditionally we ask the — in this case, the 
sitting Judge to appear once again before 
Council, or we can approve it up and 
down? Councilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

I want to motion that Magistrate 
Cobb join us, along with Chief Magistrate 
Don Machen. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
The Chain 

Moved and seconded. All in 

favor? 


The Chain 

We will do that as quickly as 
possible, scheduling permit it 

Any other matters under Motions 
and Resolutions? 

I wanted to briefly, if I could be 
permitted — things are going well under 
Project Safe Summer, along with 
Children’s Hospital and a whole bunch of 
hospitals and co mmuni ty groups, youth 
service agencies that have come together 
on this initiative. 

I want to thank Mayor Murphy and 
all my colleagues here for their support 
This event, as you know, it takes place on 
Saturday, June 17th, in just a couple of 
weeks, at 43 locations throughout the City 
of Pittsburgh, from 11:00 in the morning 
till 2 pjxL, it is during a four-hour period, 
that some 12,000 helmets will be provided 
to young people, both toddlers, as well as 
young children up to ages 12, at 43 
locations, some 30 tire stations, five 
paramedic unit stations around the City, as 
well we have a number of community 
centers, including the Boys and Girls 
Club, at two different locations, in 
Lawrenceville and Shadyside, the 
Sheraden Youth Center. In Lincoln Place 
we are utilizing Mifflin School. We have 
a facility at Polish Hill, our West Penn 
Rec. Center facility, St Catherine’s of 
Siena at Beechview, Fairywood Health 
Place, which is up in the 
Broadhead/Westgate area, and along Penn 
Avenue, Garfield, there is a festival that 
day, we are going to be u tilizin g Garfield 
Artworks on Penn Avenue. We are not 





using every single fire station but some 30 
locations, they are pretty geographically 
located throughout the City of Pittsburgh. 
We tried to get a good representation. 

This is not a free helmet giveaway, 
it really is an opportunity not only to 
provide and fit a young person for a 
helmet but they must go through a six-step 
program in order to get educated about the 
need and convinced about the need to wear 
the helmet. So, they have to actually go 
through a series of little activities in order 
to get their report card and in effect be able 
to be fitted for the helmet 

We need about 450 volunteers to 
help that day. I want to thanlf the 
paramedics and certainly our Pittsburgh 
Firefighters, who have opened up their 
hearts and volunteer labor power. Once 
again, for this project we need to recruit 
about 10 volunteers for each one of the 43 
locations. A couple hundred volunteers 
have already signed up and are hard at 
work recruiting the other volunteers. 

As you know we have a lot of 
money to raise and I am working hard on 
that I want to thank my colleagues for 
anteing up helping me with the 
procurement We are providing a Golden 
Helmet, basically, to major contributors. 

At this time I do want to thank 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Aetna Insurance, 
Three Rivers Coin, the Jewish Health Care 
Foundation, the Buncher Company, 
Children's Hospital and Shadyside 
Hospital. Right now we have about 
$26,000.00 committed for the project The 
letters to the corporate co mmuni ty and the 
foundation community are hitting, actually 
this past Friday and starting today. So, we 
will follow up. I am confident that we will 


raise the money one way or the other 
because I think we do have a clear 
commitment to raise the money and not 
utilize City funds. 

So, I just want to remind all of you, 
if you have young children that do not 
have a helmet or in need of getting a 
helmet, please let them participate in this 
event June 17th at the locations. You 
call my office at 255-2140 to either 
volunteer, to contribute or to find our the 
specific locations. 

I do also want to tha n k the Polar 
Water Company for the donating of a 
number of their Polar Water containers, 
which will be out at about 200 taverns 
throughout the Pittsburgh area starting this 
week. 

I also want to specifically thank 
KDKA Radio for co-sponsoring this. 
They will start a lot with their publicity 
this week. I want to thank Mr. Honsberger 
and John Cigna and others at KDKA 
Radio for helping to get the word out and 
recruit volunteers and contributions. 

So, hopefully this will be a great 
event All of the major hospitals are 
involved, a lot of youth advocacy folks. 
And, I want to thank all of my colleagues 
in particular for their support and 
commitment to helping me make sure thfc 
project is a very big success. Thank you. 

With that. Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I just want to thank you for putting 
this whole project together. Councilman 
Ferlo. I think, for the most part, and I 
think my colleagues would agree with me. 




that we appreciate all the work that you 
and your staff have done to get this 
program off and running and appreciate 
giving our constituents, the young of our 
community, the opportunity of providing 
them with a helmet on that day. I know 
that there are a lot of kids within my 
community that would very much like the 
opportunity to go through that six-step 
progr am to obtain a helmet on that day. 
Thank you again. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. 

Any other matters to be - 
Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes, I just want to also just thank 
you, Mr. President, because a lot of times 
people accuse you or us of doing things 
just for the publicity sake. I want to thank 
you because this is far from a publicity 
stunt I know the time and effort you and 
your staff have put in, it’s unbelievable. 

I just want to point out I was at an 
event this weekend and there were a few 
doctors from AGH that were present at a 
fund raiser over at the Children's Museum 
and the one doctor that is participating in 
this was thanking me as a Councilmember 
and 1 pointed out how Council President 
Ferlo took the lead, and he was saying, 
working with you, he felt it was a great 
idea. But, more importantly, he is one of 
the few individuals that is involved with 
Safety Streets, which is a program that was 
copied off of a great success story out of 
Harlem, New York, and he told me that he 
called his contacts in the hospitals in New 
York to tell them about this Safe Summer 


Program and it made it all the way to the 
Mayor’s desk right now. They approached 
Councilmembers and the Mayor basically 
saying, if the City of Pittsburgh can come 
up with $75,000.00 as a bridge loan until 
the corporate donation comes in, why 
aren’t we doing something like this for our 
kids in New York City. 

So, it is a p rogram that goes a long 
way and it also answers a lot of those 
critics that we hear that this body only 
deals with knee-jerk reaction. This is very 
proactive and definitely addressing a need 
in our neighborhoods, where I am sure that 
the kids that are going to have these 
helmets, they would be riding their bikes 
without helmets this s umme r if this 
pro gr am was not in existence. So, thank 
you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. But, I really want to 
thank also Allegheny General Hospital. 
They are one hospital that really jumped in 
on this project full steam. They pretty 
much adopted all of the locations north of 
the river and in the West End, which is 
partly their service area, and they have 
spent over $500,000.00 in in-kind 
services. Right now they are producing a 
four-minute video which will be part of 
the educational six-step program that the 
kids will go through. They are printing a 
color poster. They had printed a poster for 
distribution in the school system a couple 
years ago about the need for helmets; they 
had pro-sports players on that. And, as a 
result of this effort we suggested that they 
reprint it with a Pittsburgh firefighter and a 
paramedic and a police officer and a kid, 
not only on a bike but the new thing, as 
many of you know in our neighborhoods, 
are small children on in-line skating which 



is the big, big thing that is taking off, and 
if you see kids in the neighborhood you 
know they are not properly helmeted. 

So, 1 do want to thank Allegheny 
General Hospital, in particular, also. 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. I would like to defer my 
comments though until -1 have a different 
issue — until other comments are maH* 
about the helmets. 

The Chain 

We will go at this time to 
Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, and you have my 
commendation, and I am sure I am 
pushing for a lot of the youth in my 
community to get out there and learn about 
helmet safety. 

I just wanted to make an 
announcement to my colleagues and to the 
public that we are having a televised post 
agenda at 2 o'clock p.m. today on 
Affirmative Action subsequent to the 
resolution that was passed a couple of 
weeks ago. And, of course, this post 
agenda will bring parties to the table from 
the Mayor's Office, et cetera, to discuss 
where we are at as for as Affirmative 
Action in the City of Pittsburgh, the 
direction that the Administration would 
like to go, what’s on the table and what we 
need to place on the table, and I invite my 
colleagues because I would like to open it 
up for a very much open discussion to hear 


your concerns and to hear where you 
would like to see it go and where it needs 
to go. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Councilwoman. That 
is at 2 o’clock today; it will be cable cast 
So, please if we could attend the meeting. 

Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

1 would like to bring up a topic that 
was brought up last week and that is 
pertaining to the bulk collection and 
garbage collection. We had asked - or I 
had asked at last week’s meeting that 
Council be updated. 1 had heard that the 
Administration has made some moves in 
trying to work on the problem. I would 
like to again ask them to share that with 
this body and that has not happened yet 1 
had heard through some of the media that 
the Administration was taking action in 
regards to that. I would hope that they 
would be more than willing to share those 
ideas that they have in correcting the 
problem that is going on. To this point the 
bulk is still out on the streets of the 
Beechview area and Broo klin e area and so 
I have not received a response in regards 
to that issue. 

Again, I would like to - if the City 
Clerk would — please send a 
correspondence to the Mayor’s Office 
again asking for a response, or if this body 
would wish, that we hold a post agenda in 
regards to this because this is becoming 
somewhat of a headache, not only to the 
residents but to Counci lmembers, because, 
let’s remember, we get the calls. I think 
that for the most part very few calls are 




being made to the Mayor’s Office in 
regards to this situation and the calls are 
coming to the Council Offices and it is 
because the bulk is not being picked up. 
Now as of yesterday some of the garbage 
was not picked up and some of the bulk 
was picked up. 

So, it seems to me they are trying 
to address everything and I would just like 
to know where they are at with this whole 
thing. 

So, if anyone has some additional 
ideas, please share them with me. 

The Chain 

I think we asked for a 
communication back from Director 
Kraszewski on the issue of the bulk pick 
up. I read in the newspaper at this point, 
not a response but an indication that some 
additional staff will be hired. That is 
clearly an interim position. There are a 
number of individuals, older employees, 
who will be leaving the work force on 
early retirement I would imagin e that is 
going to leave a gap. I am not sure who is 
on the list or what the commitment is to 
hire additional personal. But, I think 3 
Councilman Cusick, I think we need a 
formal response from Director 
Kraszewski based on the discussion. Any 
Member can call a post agenda and that is 
up to you to do individually. 

Mr. Cusick: 

I did see the article in this 
morning’s paper but I did not ask the Post 
Gazette to give me a response. I had asked 
the Administration last week to, and 
unfortunately they have ignored that I 
would still appreciate the Administration 


not only to respond to what they are 
already doing, but what they will do in the 
future to — let’s face it, we are down about 
25 employees there, the early retir ement is 
going to create additional spots that need 
to be filled within that Department, and if 
we are not hiring enough people in those 
positions, and we lose a lot more, we are 
going to be in a bigger jam than we are in 
now. 

The Chain 

Well, if we could FAX Director 
Kraszewski a request to ASAP respond to 
the concern that my colleagues have 
raised. 

On the same issue, Councilmember 

Udin. 

Mr. Udin: 

I have a matter on the same issue, 
and then I wanted to say one to a different 
issue, yes. 

One, I am glad to see that so many 
of my Council colleagues are aware of 
what it is like to see garbage piled up on 
the sidewalks and on empty lots, and I am 
glad that they now have a sensitivity to the 
kind of treatment that certain areas of my 
district get year around, not just when the 
City is short of personnel, but we have a 
difficult time gening bulk items and 
garbage and refuse collected on a regular 
basis, and I would hope that when we 
come forward with similar complaints that 
we will get a similar level of support from 
Council to make sure that refuse pick up is 
equitable throughout the City. 

Secondly, I would like to — I have 
long been curious about the legal standing 


of this body with regard to issues that 
pertain to School Board policy, and I 
would appreciate some clarification, either 
from the President or from the City 
Solicitor, as to where our standing is as 
Council as it relates to School Board 
matters. I am interested in hearing, of 
course, as private citizens, what each of 
the Council people think about busing and 
things like that, but 1 would also be 
interested to know exactly where our legal 
s tanding is, where that line ends, and our 
personal opinions begin. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Well, we can forward that request 
to the Solicitor for a formal response. But, 
1 mean, very quickly, since we have dealt 
with this issue many times in the past, I 
think it is clear by state statute that we 
have no legal, administrative or 
management responsibilities relative to the 
operation of the School System in the City 
of Pittsburgh. We are a legislative body, 
we have our definition based on the Home 
Rule Charter, and the enabling legislation 
creating home rule and other state statutes. 
I think clearly we have no legal or 
operational responsibility relative to the 
education of young people in the City of 
Pittsburgh. They, in fact, are a separate 
municipal body, believe it or not, the 
Board of Education, with taxing powers. I 
do think, being here at the bully pulpit that 
all of us are at, we have the ability to be at- 
large citizens and be advocates in this 
arena. That is not a legal status, that is 
more of being advocates as elected 
Councilmembers, going back to 
Councilwoman McDonald’s comment 
about, they are two separate bodies, but we 
both have similar issues in terms of the 
quality of life in our neighborhoods. 


On the legal matter, though, and I 
would ask the Solicitor to address it, 1 do 
think that any given time, as a legislative 
body, if by resolution or ordinance, we 
take an action to direct the Solicitor, we 
would have the power to intervene on a 
matter. Now, whether or not that would 
actually happen or whether or not we 
would do that, that remains to be seen. 
For instance, we could file as a legislative 
body on b ehalf of the City, friend of the 
court brief, if there is some matter before 
the HRC, or something of that nature. So, 
we do have that, but that would only 
happen as a formal resolution formally 
adopted by this legislative body. But, let’s 
ask for a specific follow up from the 
Solicitor. 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr Onorato: 

On that issue, Mr. President I 
respect the questioning from Councilman 
Udin, and 1 think what my meeting was 
trying to do is to address the officials that 
do have the statutory legal requirement to 
deal with this issue, and that is why I want 
the School Board here, basically to offer 
our help if we can in any way and to hear 
what their plans are in die future. In no 
way am I trying to take over their legal 
responsibility but at the same time I know 
I am quick to, along with my colleagues, 
to step up and represent my district and the 
City when I have to, and I will just give a 
quick example: Right now the City is in 
Federal Court and I lead the charge 
representing my area against HUD. I am 
not a Federal employee, I have no 
jurisdiction over Federal at all, but what 
HUD is doing in my neighborhood is a 
disgrace and I thought it was time to 
challenge them, and so far we have legal 





standing in the Federal Court and it 
appears that busing is one of those issues 
that is directly in the Federal Courts and I 
do not want to do anything around the 
School Board, I want to work with the 
School Board and actually deal with the 
elected members from this City that have 
the power and statutory power to deal with 
the issue. So, hopefully we could all work 
together on this, one way or the other. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Any other comments 
relative to this issue? But, we will ask for 
a formal response from the Solicitor on 
Councilman Udin’s request 

Other matters to be brought before 
the body? Any announcements? If not, I 
will entertain a motion — please remember 
about the post agenda at 2 o’clock today, 
chaired by Councilwoman McDonald. 

At this time I will entertain a 
motion to adjourn the Legislative Session. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 


Council adjourned. 



(BEGINNING - IB. MCDCNAID'S COMMENTS ON RTT.T. NO. 2009, 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 1995) 


Ms. McDonald: 

This bill my understanding is historically Council has 
wanted this. There were a few obstacles in the way but I'm 
hoping that we can at least move forward in the dialogue. In 
fact that poor Pittsburgh School Board, a lot of dialogue will 
be going on with than. 

Even though the Director is not here. Director Miskovich, I 
had talk ed with her and she had indicated that she of course is 
wholeheartedly far this and is prepared with the ranters and 
with whatever wording should be in place in any type of contract 
to at least begin negotiations with the School Board. I am 
hoping that this does not solely target tte School Board but we 
have many authorities that also need to have their tnaot-ingc 
cablecast. The reason totally behind this is a bit of a selfish 
one. As coming from the School Board I realize now that when 
your are in debt or you have problems such as busijrcj or you have 
carryings on in Harrisburg that directly impact u pon your 
funding, you are .going to need to let the public know. Not just 
in thenewspaper, not just an the radio but actually cablecast 
right into the homes to let than kn&r what is going on with the 
schools, what's going on with the funding, so they are not 
caught at the last minute with a lot of irate people saying M how 
can you do this" and they w er e n't privy to all the implications 
and all of the actions and all of the factors that figured into 
why they are reaching a final decision. I think this would be 
good far them and good for the public and because we are already 
set up it would be good to see if — there is interest of course 
twt is it feasible financially for them and how it can be done. 
So th is is not a yes/no but basically giving the Director 
permission to act ually sit down and talk and how can we do this. 


Mr. Cohen: 


I whole h ea rted l y support Ms. McDonald in this initiative 
and it's a very good initiative. The School Board obviously is 
conducting the public twsiness with the public's money and to be 
able to have their — assuming they agree’with it, but to be 
able to televise their meetings I think would be very, very 
productive and give the public much more information. Frankly, 
I'd like to see it go even farther and I know this is a first 
step. Obviously we would want elected officials' business to be 
broadcast in any way that could reach the voters and taxpayers 
but also appointed officials. Ultimately I'd like to see the 
authorities' business be televised so we can have a little local 
C-Span here so it is not just City Council that is being 
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broadcast but e v er y public body that Is doing som e t hing with the 
public's money so I support this initiative. 

Mr. Perlo: 


Having s ug g est ed the sane thing at least five years ago 1 
wholeheartedly support it. I'm glad that my colleague is now on 
this board and not the School Board and is s upport ing this new 
but as a friendly amen±oent, when we say "p rovidin g video 
se r vi ces'’, can w state that vre're specifically providing 
cablecasting of meetings of the Board, is that the intent? 

Video services could be everything from our Bureau making public 
service an no u ncements far the School Board. I mean, I think the 
intent is that we would have cablecasting of Board of Education 
formal board meetings. Is that what the resolution is? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Exactly. 

The Chair: 

Is that an amendment? 

Ms. McDonald: 

I will accept that as a friendly amendment, yes. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

If could saying cablecasting. 

The Chair: 


All in favor? Opposed? the ayes have it. The bill is 
amended. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

I echo the commendations to you Ms. McDonald. It's a great 
innovative idea and I like it a lot and also our Director of 
General Services Deborah Miskovlch for what I'm sure will be a 
valiant effort to try to do this kind of thing. She's been very 
r ece pt ive to new ideas like this. 

I have a couple questions and I'm not sure you would have 
the ansver or not but one of the whereas' in this particular 
bill is that the Board of Education has expressed an interest in 
doing this. If we go through this study are they going to 
say — are ve going to get a ’’yes’* vote over there? 
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Ms. McDonald: 


We had spoken with Fat Crawford who was here this rooming 
and she's the Director of Public Affairs as vrell as board 
i i wiijers and the Superintendent. It's always been an idea that 
they have tossed about but the prob lon was that they didn't have 
aiy money to set it up themselves? that was the prablon. 

Becau.se we are already set up, this resolution basically gives 
the Director permission to talk about how can we do it. Can te 
share the se r vi ces without the City paying far School Board 
cablecasting so there's a definite separation but that it can 
make it affordable. It may not be every meeting they have. I 
don't think they lave a whole lot of money to do this but I'm 
sure they have sane pot of money to cablecast sane meetings. 

Mr. fiertzberg: 

The money leads me to ny next question which would call for 
them to pay for whatever we do. Hew about this particular study 
that we're doing now? We can hire a consultant to do this. 

Bus is going to cost our Cable Bureau somebody at least sane 
hours to put this together I would think. 


Ms. McDonald: 

All the costs and all of the expenses whether it be time 
for them to do the videotaping, to set up the tape or whatever, 
that is going to be paid for by the city schools. That is what 
the Director is going to be discussing. It wouldn't be ethical 
to have city tax dollars going to subsidize city schools and 
vice-versa. We have to keep it separate accor d ing to — re are 
two types of government. But I have faith in Director Miskovich 
that she would be able to separate it out. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you. 

Mr. O'Co n n o r: 

I had a few questions. Does the School Board see you on TV 
and see how good you look? Are they jealous and want to get an 
too now? 

Ms. McDonald: 

After I said what is going on in Harrisburg and what city 
taxpayers need to know is really what is going on. O ft entimes 
the school district doesn't get much press unless there is 
something extremely co ntr o ver sial or negative and they need to 
know the whole ganut of what is being discussed. 
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Mr. O'Connor: 


Haw often do they meet? 


Ms. McDonald: 

Most of their meetings axe public. The only meeting that's 
not public is their executive session for person nel/ legal 
whatever. 


Mr. O'C onnor : 

Do they have regularly scheduled monthly meetings? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. They have one legislative meeting a mo nt h and then 
one meeting which is a Wednesday in which they discuss the 
actual items. It's almost like a standing ccumittees r it is a 
remittees meeting. It's the Gannittee on Business, Cannittee 
on School Affairs and they meet to discuss the items that 
they're about to vote on the following Wednesday. Very similar 
to what we do but just one. 

Mr. O'C onnor : 


Once a week? 


Ms. McDonald: 


No.- There's two public meetings like the Cornnittees 
Meeting and then the Legislative Meeting. They do have other 
cannittee meetings but those are the two biggies. Also, they 
have a public hearing once a month. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

Are looking at moving the cameras there or possibly than 
coning down here? 

Ms. McDonald: 

I wuld think that if we're going to discuss it it would 
p rob ably be to move than there. Just transport than there just 
like we did at the public hearing for the curfews and what have 
you. That's sanething that the Director will cane back with. 


Mr. O'Connor: 

They are studying that now. 
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Ms. McDonald: 


It's basically to initiate a proce ss . It may not be doable 
and there may be a compromise so that's what *re're going to do. 

The Chair: 

I'll threw ny tsro cents in. It's a great idea but I hope 
you're right they're going to vote far it. All in favor? 
Opposed? The ayes have it. 

(EMD OF CCMM0C5) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HRDSKA 
STENOTYPE REPORTER 
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Mr. O'Connor (Pres’t) 

The Chain 

Good morning, everyone. City 
Council's Legislative Session will now 
come to order. 

Would you all please rise for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and would you 
please remain standing for a moment of 
silent prayer so that we may have peace 
throughout the world. 

We are very pleased this morning, 
we have two young students here, Michael 
and Kenny Warywoda; they are from the 


Greenfield Elementary School; they are in 
the 2nd Grade and the 1st Grade; they are 
six and seven years old respectively; their 
mom and dad are here, Ken and Ann, and 
they are in Councilman O’Connor’s 
district, the 5th Council District, and I 
believe they are actually relatives and 
cousins. So, we are pleased, and they are 
going to lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Michael & 

Ken Warywoda: 

1 pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you, Michael 
and Kenny; we appreciate you and your 
folks for coming down today, and our City 
Clerk would like to present you with the 
flag of our nation and the flag of our great 
City, and we want to thank you, atiH we 
hope you have a safe summer. 

PRESENTATIONS 

The Chain 

At this time I would like to — we 
have a number of guests, honorees in the 
audience; I see a lot of familiar feces, and 






at this time I would like to call on 

Councilwoman Valerie McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes, there are a number of guests 
in the audience, and 1 would like for Ms. 
Connie Portis to please come forward, as 
well as the distinguished guests that are 
with her. Everybody. 

The Chain 

Good morning. Reverend Cooper. 
Rev. Cooper: 

Good morning. 

Ms. McDonald: 

This is a very good day, very good 
resolution here, and 1 am just going to read 
the resolution: 

MS. MCDONALD PRESENTS 

No. 2093 WHEREAS, in June 
1995, Renaissance Publications, publisher 
of Pittsburgh Renaissance News, will 
declare June 1995, African American 
Men's Month in Pittsburgh, to recognize 
the achievements of thousands of African 
American men in the Greater Pittsburgh 
area; and, 

WHEREAS, this effort will include 
the theme “Enough is Enough” to declare 
war against the denigration of African 
American men; and, 

WHEREAS, many African 
American men are good husbands, 
responsible fathers, conscientious workers, 
trusted confidants, loving, caring and 


sensitive role models, dedicated to their 

community; and, 

WHEREAS, Renaissance News 
will continue to print stories that highlight 
the contributions of many Afri ca n 
American men and recognize that the 
positive stories about most African 
American men will never be told. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL IN 
THE CIT Y OF PITTSBURGH, recognizes 
the efforts of Renaissance Publications and 
its publisher, Connie Portis, as well as the 
supporters on record, for highlighting the 
“Enough is Enough” campaign in the 
Pittsburgh community and hereby 
proclaims June 1995 as African American 
Men’s Month in the City of Pittsburgh. 

(SPONSORED BY COUNCILWOMAN 

valerie McDonald, 

COUNCILMAN DAN COHEN AND 
COUNCILMAN SALA UDIN) 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I just thought that when - Ms. 
Portis had called, and I have seen — if 
anyone has not read the publication. 
Renaissance News, you need to; it is out 
every Friday, and I read that publication as 
religiously as I read the daily newspapers 
because it is chock-full of information, it 
is not just a fluffy thing, it is meat and 
potatoes as far as the news that concerns 







the African-American community, what is 
going on. 

But, the one thing that I do applaud 
her for is her efforts to recognize the men , 
in lieu of what is going on today. 

And, I am going to be frank with 
you; I am going to give you a real story. I 
am in the hairdressers, and when women 
go to the hairdressers, you know, we talk 
trash, we just chitchat, chitchat, relax, and 
as I am talking to my hairdresser, I said, 
you know, I hate it, I really hate it when I 
see so many young and talented African- 
American women who are there by 
themselves; I said, where are the men? 
And, she says, you know what happens to 
our men? She says, our men, it seems like 
there is a conspiracy against them, they're 
either in jail, they're on drugs, or this and 
that, and really that's why you don’t see as 
many. Now, why are there more women? 
I don’t know, maybe we’re not as much of 
a threat But, our men traditionally, all 
men of all races are traditionally heads of 
the household, heads of the state, heads of 
our community. This is where there place 
is, but there is not enough good ones 
because we’re busy, for some reason 
society is causing them to succumb to not 
being out there, and this is a travesty; this 
isawfiil. 

And, this is why I think that 
Connie is a very good person and 
proclaiming that we have good African- 
American men. Granted, we need a lot 
more, but we need to celebrate who is out 
there and who has overcome all of the 
obstacles that are placed before them. 
And, believe me, for African-American 
men, there are many, many more obstacles 
placed in front of them than any member 
in our society, any member. 


So, I applaud when I see them here 
and they are successful and they are all 
these adjectives that were mentioned in 
this proclamation. I applaud your efforts, 
Connie, and I applaud all the men that are 
here today and others who are not, but are 
busy working. 

Connie. Thank you. 

Ms. Portis: 

Counrilwoman McDonald really 
said what I am feeling and what a lot of 
African-American women are feeling. We 
are waves, we are sisters, we are frien ds, 
we are daughters to many, many African- 
American men and we can attest to the 
good that they are doing. I want to thank 
Counrilwoman McDonald for initiating 
this resolution and also for Councilman 
Dan Cohen for his endorsement of it, and 
thank you to our newest Member, 
Councilman Sala Udin. 

Intrinsic in our mission at 
R en ai ssa n c e Publications from the very 
beginning has been to uplift the quality of 
life for African-Americans in Pittsburgh 
and to do this by sharing stories of black 
accomplishments both past and present 
We believe what you don't see can hurt 
you. Those who only see black men in 
comedic buffoonery, or as the super 
athletic or performer, or in handcuffs with 
a number under his portrait, are b eing 
robbed of the true picture of African- 
American men. 

Renaissance News says enough is 
enough. Each day milli on* of African- 
American men go to work, take care of 
their children, are successful business 
owners, participate in their communities 
and churches; they are firefighters. 




teachers, policemen, activists, veterans, 

postal workers, attorneys, scientists, and 
just plain good tax paying citizens. 
Enough is enough. Our children deserve 
to see the true picture of African-American 
men. Our society has die responsibility to 
share their stories. 

I was just recently in Oklahoma at 
a Newspaper Publishers Conference and I 
heard stories of African-American men 
doing their job, firefighters, young black 
men, who were first on the scene during 
the Oklahoma bombing, we did not hear 
about those young black men; they were 
the ones who notified the authorities first 
of the bombing. An FBI agent, a young 
black man, who was in charge of securing 
the scene, we did not hear his story. A 
rescuer, a black World War II Veteran, 
rescued 12 people, black and white, from 
the scene. A group of ministers that have 
banded together to take care of the 
problems, the unique problems that 
African-Americans are feeing as a result of 
the bombing. We did not know that 82 
percent of the people who were either 
killed or injured were African-American. 

These are stories that are being 
kept from us. How can it be that Rodney 
King's alleged drunk driving charge is 
more important than a man who rescued 
12 people, black and white, from the bomb 
site. Enough is enough. Renaissance 
News will always be in your face with 
good and true stories of just ordinary men 
doing their job, teaching our children and 
contributing to our community. 

I want to thank Councilmembers 
for recognizing how important this issue 
is. and I ask you that you join us in this 
effort of promoting contributions of black 
men who are making our society a better 


place for us all. And, if you will, I would 

just like for each of the men who have 
taken their tune out to be here today, to 
just briefly tell us who they are. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Before we start — yes, I would — 
thank you — because there’s a bunch. This 
is my oversight and please forgive me — 
Dan, you can fuse at me later. I owe you 
lunch, okay? — I want Councilmembers 
Dan Cohen and Sala Udin, who are co¬ 
sponsoring this, to please come forward, 
and I would like some remarks as well. 
First we will get the introductions, then 
you all will have the last word. 

Mr. Love: 

My name is Bob Love, I’m a 
representative of 100 Black Men of 
Western Pennsylvania. 

Rev. Coopen 

Sampson Cooper, Pastor of Bethel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in fee 
City of Pittsburgh. 

Anthony X.: 

Brother Minister Anthony X., 
Nation of Islam, Muhammad’s Mosque 
22 . 

Millard X.: 

Brother Millard X., FY Captain of 
the Nation of Islam, Muhammad’s 
Mosque No. 22. 







Duane X.: 

Duane X., Member of the Nation 
of Islam’s African Office in West Africa. 

Rev. Gates: 

Good morning. My name is 
Reverend Bernard H. Gates, and I am the 
Pastor of Calvary African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Braddock. Thank 
you. 

Mr. Richardson: 

Sam Richardson from Bynums 
Advertising Service. 

Mr. Bynums: 

Russell Bynums; I am President of 
Bynums Advertising Service. 

Mr. Powell: 

I am Chuck Powell, an Advisory 
Board Member of Renaissance 
Publication. 

Mr. Broadus: 

Stephen Broadus, General 
Manager, Renaissance Publications. 

Mr. Johnson: 

Brian Johnson, employee of 
Pittsburgh Renaissance News. 

Ron 2X.: 

Ron 2X., Nation of Islam., 
Muhammad’s Mosque No. 22. 


Mr. Condrey: 

Louis Condrey, Graphic Designer 
for Renaissance Publications. 

The Chain 

Councilman Udin. 

Mr.Udin: 

Thank you. I want to congratulate 
- well, first of all, to thank Valerie 
McDonald, and to also congratulate 
Connie Portis and the staff at Renaissance 
News. This is not new for them, they have 
been working in the vineyards of helping 
to build and construct the African- 
American community and the general 
Pittsburgh co mmunit y for many years and 
in many ways, and I am proud to be here 
to congratulate you, Connie. And, to the 
brothers in the background, we know that 
there are many, many positive, 
constructive African-American men, a n d 
this morning I think is a very timely 
congratulations and recognition of 
African-American men, especially given 
some of the recent news of the Supreme 
Court rulings; it is a wake-up call for us to 
get busy. And, I congratulate you and 
look forward to working with you all. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Cohen: 

I also want to congratulate first of 
all, Valerie McDonald for taking the lead 
in this resolution, and Connie Portis for 
doing such a tremendous job as a leader, 
and Renaissance Publications. And, if you 
don’t get — whoever is lis tening out there, 
if you don’t get Renaissance News, get it 
It is a wonderful publication. I get it at my 
home, and what it does is it accentuates 
the positive things that are happening m 



the African-American community, and it is 

so hard these days to break through the 
static. There is so much static out there, 
negative static, and what you are doing, 
Connie, and what these African-American 
men are doing is they are breaking through 
the static, because what the media often 
does, and we all know this, is that they 
highlight controversy, they highlight 
conflict, they highlight confrontation, and 
instead we do not see a lot of the positive 
things that are happening in the 
community. 

So, I want to thank each and every 
one of you, representatives from die 
churches, from 100 Black Men, from 
Renaissance Publications, for being down 
here today and taking a stand for 
something positive. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you all. We would like to 
get a picture. We would like to do one 
thing that positive, we can get the City of 
Pittsburgh Police Bureau off the COP 
Show, the Cop Show. I watch that show 
and you would think that the City of 
Pittsburgh was die most crime ridden City, 
that the only people that commit crimes 
are African-American males. I do not 
know why we participate in the Cop 
Show, but it is total distortion of reality. 
So, I hope the Chief is listening. 

Ms. McDonald: 

And, I do want to say, I want to 
recognize that the Nation of Islam is 
represented and they are critical to our 
community, they are critical to a lot of the 
people who are having some social 
problems, they give them a sense of hope. 
We have our churches represented here. 


and I have always said time and time again 

that it is going to be the spiritual roots of 
our community that are going to be the 
salvation, and I do not mean just church, I 
mean church, 1 mean Mosque, I mean 
Temple. I mean all places of worship. So, 
this is definitely a diversity of men and 1 
congratulate all of you all for being here. 
Thank you. 

The Chair: 

I believe we have one to be read 
into the record also. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 2094 WHEREAS, on Friday, 
June 9, 1995, the doors of the Regent 
Theatre will once again open to the public; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Regent Theatre 
first opened its doors on November 12, 
1914 and was originally designed to show 
motion pictures; and, 

WHEREAS, the Regent Theatre is 
a cultural institution located in the racially 
diverse, urban neighborhood of East 
Liberty drawing its audience from all of 
Pittsburgh. The theatre is an accessible 
cultural and educational community 
resource, linked together with other 
community resources that support and 
encourage the arts; and, 

WHEREAS, the Regent Theatre 
was developed by East Liberty 
Development, Inc. as part of the plan for 
the community’s revitalization. The 
Regent will generate a positive economic 
and cultural impact as well as foster a 
positive multi-cultural community 
identity; and. 





WHEREAS, the mission of the 
Regent Theatre is to be a vital and active 
regional resource for the presentation of 
performing arts events, visual arts 
exhibitions, cultural activities, public 
meetings, and educational pr o gr am s The 
Regent Theatre is committed to being 
accessible to a wide spectrum of 
constituencies in the greater Pittsburgh 
area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council in the City 
of Pittsburgh recommends East Liberty 
Development, Incorporate and Regent 
Theatre, Incorporate for having a vision 
and taking the leadership role in 
redeveloping the Regent Theatre. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council in the City of Pittsburgh 
declares Friday, June 9,1995 as “The New 
Regent Theatre” day in the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. COHEN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President 

Good morning. Would Charlie 
Humphrey and Laura Jordan-Croft from 
Pittsburgh Filmmakers come up, please. 


Members of Council, and members 
of the audience, I am very proud to read 
this resolution on behalf of Pittsburgh 
Fi lmm a k ers which I know that this 
Council is familiar with, and this 
resolution really says it all. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 

No. 2095 WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 
F ilmmake rs, created in 1971 as a non¬ 
profit equipment access center for 
independent filmmakers and 
photographers, provides equipment to 
artists, educates the public about the art of 
film and filmmaking, develops the 
potential of future artists, and makes fi1m t 
photography and video more accessible to 
the public through classes and exhibitions; 
and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 

Fi lmm a k ers has emerged as one of this 
country’s largest and most respected visual 
ait and communications centers, which has 
attracted many production companies to 
our area beca u se of the pool of talented 
media professionals; and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 

F ilmmak ers’ international reputation has 
attracted students from more than two 
dozen countries as well as from across the 
United States; and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 

Fi lmmake rs’ exhibition program provides 
local audiences with: first run foreign and 
independent feature films; visiting artists; 
showcases experimental film and video; 
member, student, and faculty screenings; 
and photography exhibitions; and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 

F ilmm a k ers has raised $1.1 million for the 


renovation of a building located at 477 

Melwood Avenue, which will bring 
hundreds of students to the area to 
patronize local businesses; and, 

WHEREAS, Pittsburgh 

Filmmakers has applied for a $500,000.00 
grant from the National Endowment for 
the Arts Challenge Program to purchase 
the Melwood Avenue building and finish 
the renovations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends Pittsburgh 
Filmmakers as one of our area's great 
resources and urges the National 
Endowment for the Arts to award 
Pittsburgh Filmmakers a $500,000 grant 
under the Arts Challenge Program. 

MR. COHEN moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Melwood Street also runs into 
Council District 7. 

Mr. Cohen: 

1 think the building is in my 
district I think, I think. 

The Chain 

Yes, it is. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Members of Council, members of 
the audience, thank you for your vote on 


this resolution. You know how the film 

production industry in Pittsburgh has 
grown so tremendously in the last ten 
years, that is a result of a lot of people 
working hard, and one of the important 
pieces of the puzzle is Pittsburgh 
Filmmakers, because they really provide a 
lot of the resources and the young artists 
that are coming out to be able to make 
these films, produce these films, edit them^ 
shoot them, et cetera. In fact, we have one 
big film coming up soon and that is with 
Sharon Stone and Jack Nicholson, in 
Squirrel Hill. So, I hope everybody will 
get a chance to see that once that comes 
out 

But, Pittsburgh Filmmakers, which 
just moved to Melwood Avenue, is really 
doing a tremendous job, and that is in 
large part to these two people, Charlie 
Humphrey and Laura Jordan-Croft. So, 
what I would like to do is present this 
resolution to both of you and have you say 
a few words. Charlie, Laura, 
congratulations. 

Mr. Humphrey: 

I offered Sharon Stone free room 
and board but she turned me down. 

Pittsburgh Filmmakers has been a 
very well-kept secret in the City of 
Pittsburgh for a long time, 25 years to be 
exact, and we are grateful to Dan and to 
City Council for acknowledging our 
existence, particularly at this time as we 
take the next step. We are going from 
three very broken down buildings in 
Oakland to a really first rate, 20,000 
square foot facility on Melwood Avenue, 
where we will be teaching film, video and 
photography and also helping independent 
artist make film, video and photography. 




and also providing the product itself by 
showing Downtown at the Art Cinema on 
Liberty Avenue first rate foreign films and 
American independent films, and we really 
appreciate this acknowledgment of what 
we are doing. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Come on, Laura, say a 
few words. No, no comment, Laura? I 
think maybe you know Tom Croft also 
from the Steel Valley Authority, and we 
will give him a plug today also. Thank 
you all. Congratulations. Let's hope we 
keep funding the NEA and that you have a 
gram to give. 

Let's go to Councilman Onorato. 
Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President, at this time I would 
like to call up the members of the North 
Side Veteran's Council, Lee Shaw, Ed 
Evans. A1 Voeger. Up here, please. 

The Chain 

How many years? How many 
years have they been down here? 

Mr. Onorato: 

Yes. We have no idea how many 
times they have been co min g to this 
Chamber, but 1 have to admit, this is one 
of my favorite proclamations every year to 
give. We are going to wait for Mr. Evans 
to get a little closer. Come on a little 
closer over here. 


I am going to read the 
proclamation and then we will hear from 
our distinguished guests here. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTS 

No. 2096 WHEREAS, on June 14, 
1777, John Adams introduced through 
Congress a resolution stating that the flag 
of the United States shall be thirteen 
stripes, red and white, alternating, with a 
union of thirteen white stars on a blue 
field; and, 

WHEREAS, Flag Day was first 
observed in 1877 on its 100th anniversary 
and is only a legal holiday in 
Pennsylvania. It has since been known as 
“A time to honor America”; and, 

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, June 
14, 1995, the North Side Veterans Council 
will commemorate its Fifty-Ninth Annual 
Flag Day Celebration, marking the 218th 
anniversary of the adoption of the flag; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the North Side 
Veterans Council, which was organized in 
1937, and The American Flag Day Society 
of Pennsylvania, Inc. will honor the flag of 
our country with a parade and patriotic 
rally at Sue Murray Playground in the 
North Side of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, the parade which 
honors the flag of our country through 
patriotism, respect, and homage is the only 
flag day ceremony held throughout the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby recognizes and joins 




the North Side Veterans Council in 

honoring their Fifty-Ninth annual Flag 
Day Celebration. 

MR, ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. CUSICK seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I just want to say, first of all, thank 
you to your organization, Mr. Evans, 
because I am afraid that, as this 
proclamation points out, this is the last 
remaining parade; we are the only state 
left in the union that celebrates and has the 
holiday, and I would hope that we can 
continue this forward and we can bring out 
people that will be here to cany on the 
tradition for many, many years. 

And, I think it is appropriate to 
point out, too, that this is a day, a parade, 
honoring the flag that does not require us 
enforcing people right now with the 
Constitutional Amendment This is 
because people believe in it, it is from 
their heart and they respect this country 
and respect the flag and what it represents 
and the men and women that died to 
protect it, and we are doing it not because 
it is the law but because it is what we want 
to do; it is coining from inside, and I thank 
you very much. 

I will give this to Mr. Evans, and 
all three can have a few words. Mr. 
Evans, do you want to say a few words, or 
do you have a designated — please. 


Mr. Shaw: 

Yes. I always get shoved in, of 
course, it’s all right 

First, I would-like to thank Council 
for this proclamation, and this is our 59th 
year celebrating the flag of our country, 
and right now we are trying to get an 
amendment passed in Washington, D. C. 

I would like to kind of get 
something straight The misprint and the 
misconception of the flag amendment 
because everybody thinks it is a First 
Amen d m ent thing — or it’s the amendment 
to the Constitution. That is wrong. This 
amendment only gives the state and the 
Federal Government the right to make 
laws to protect the flag, not a flag 
protection amendment So, let’s get that 
straight And I hope the news media gets 
that, because they are printing the wrong 
thing in the paper and you got people 
t hink i ng that we are trying to change the 
Constitution; we are not trying to change 
the Constitution. We just want the people 
to have the right to make the laws if they 
see fit 

So, saying that, now, I want to 
thank the 

— I got an award to make here, and we 
it “The Good Guy Award” to Dan, because 
he has done a lot for us on the North Side, 
and I hope he continues to do a lot of 
things for us on the North Side. And, Dan, 
on behalf of the North Side Veteran’s 
Council and the Parade Committee, I 
would like to give you this little token. 


Mr. Onorato: 

Well, thank you. 





Mr. Shaw: 

It says, “The Good Guy Award” 
and he is a good guy. 

Mr. Onorato: 

That’s what it says. That’s great 

The Chair: 

Congratulations. Co mmander 

Evans. 

Cmdr. Evans: 

I am going to put this down before 
I drop it You know it is not a great job to 
put the parade together. This year we have 
put a parade that was second to none, and 
this was almost our farewell parade. I 
have been mixed up with this Council 
since ‘48, shortly after I come out of the 
service. We do not like to see the flag 
destroyed and we won’t stand for it, but 
the same guys that are trying to destroy die 
flag are Americans, and when we find 
them we take care of them. Simple. 

So far we have had no trouble. We 
would like to see all you people in this 
parade. It is going to be a rather long 
parade. I brought with me some stuff to 
pass out to you people, the Flag Code is in 
it. I asked for the Flag Code and I got this 
folder. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Commander. 

Mr. Onorato: 

That’s the complements of State 
Representative Don Walko. 


The Chair: 

And the taxpayers. 

Mr. Onorato: 

And the taxpayers, that’s true. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

While they pass that out, I just 
want to register my “aye” vote for this 
resolution, I was out for a couple of 
minutes. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. It is 
unanimous. 

Cmdr. Evans: 

You know the Flag Code has no 
teeth in it, and it is not upheld to the 
greatest extent of flying the colors, and if 
you just read the code it will tell you 
where you made your mistakes. We are 
not going to tell you where you made the 
mistakes, you npiade them. We make them, 
too. So, if you follow the code you won’t 
make no mistake. 

Like I said, there is no teeth in it, it 
is up to you. Thank you. 



The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Voegen 

At this time I would just like to 
thank everybody for the cooperation we 
have received here and hope t hat it 
continues in the future. Thank you. 

The Chair: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Onorato: 

One final reminder for everyone. 
The parade will be on June 14th, which is 
tomorrow, starting at — 6:30? 


Mr. Shaw: 

Step off will be about five to 7:00. 
Mr. Onorato: 

And. will be starting where? 
Foreland and Middle Street on the North 
Side and it will lead over to Sue Murray 
Park- It is a great event I would ask 
anyone that wants to participate, my 
colleagues, and anyone in the public that 
would like to be there, you are more than 
welcomed. 

The Chair: 

Thank you, and thank you for your 
hard work year end and year out. We 
appreciate it. 


Councilman O’Connor, I believe 

you have a number to be read into the 
record. 

MR O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 2097 WHEREAS, the Kollel 
Jewish Learning Center, Kollel Beds 
Yitzckok, whose objective is to assure the 
perpetuity of Torah, is celebrating 
seventeen years of str engthening Jewish 
identity through its various programs and 
classes for youth, college students and 
adults; and, 

WHEREAS, Charles "CheeclT and 
Kathleen "Kitty" Litman are being 
honored at the Kollel Tribute Banquet 
June 12, 1995, for their tireless efforts on 
behalf of the Kollel, Jewish education and 
numerous c ommunal and charitable 
causes; they serve on the boards of 
Yeshiva Achei Tmimim, the Gateway 
Rehabilitation Center, and the center for 
drug rehabilitation in Israel; and, 

WHEREAS, it is befitting that 
Cheech and Kitty Litman will be 
recognized for their exemplary activities to 
promote Jewish learning and awareness of 
Jewish heritage during the Hebrew month 
of Sivan, the month the Torah was 
received at Mount Sinai; anH^ 

WHEREAS, Charles Li tman 
continues to help maintain Braddock's last 
shul, the Ahavas Achim synagogue, where 
both he and his father were Bar Mitzvah. 
Cheech, a graduate of the University of 
Miami, has been in the coin business in 
Pittsburgh for 34 years; and, 

WHEREAS, Kitty, a native of 
Philadelphia, is a clothes designer and had 





a business in Shadyside selling antique 
clothing. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby commend 
Charles and Kathleen Litman for their 
dedication and commitment to Jewish 
education and congratulate them for being 
the honorees at the annual Kollel Tribute 
Banquet; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Monday, June 12, 
1995, as "Cheech and Kitty Li tman Day 1 ' 
in the city of Pittsburgh in honor of the 
Squirrel Hill couple who give so much of 
their time to further the interests of 
religious and community institutions. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 2098 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and ha* 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allderdice 
Baseball Team has excelled this spring, 
winning the City League Championship, 
and each of the following young athletes 
can be very proud of his part in this 
success: 


Neil Silverblatt, Craig 
LaChappell, Matt 
McPherson, Dan 
Nocera, Joe Bilock, 

Ken Weir, Lou 
Goldhaber, John 
Strothers, Adam 
Billingsley, Frank 
Muir, Vinnie 

DeLeonibus, Dave 
Pozek, Doug Cohen, 

Bill Vanselow, Chris 
Meaner, Zach Bear, 

Chris Kerr, Ed Zubik, 

Mike Lngar, John 
Garden, and Chugger 
Baker. 

WHEREAS, this team has 
exemplified the kind of dedication, drill 
and sportsmanship of which the Allderdice 
Dragons can be proud, and which all 
Pittsburgh Public Schools can work to 

attain 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate the 
Allderdice Baseball Team, under Coach 
Mark Wittgartner and Assistant Coach 
Lany Neiberg, on its exceptional 
performance this year; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Monday, June 12, 
1995, to be "Allderdice Dragons Day" in 
the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 




Which motion prevailed. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 2099 WHEREAS, Taylor 
Allderdice is a school known as being 
exemplary for its academics and has 
consistently proven itself to be outstanding 
in sports as well; and, 

WHEREAS, the Allderdice Girls’ 
Softball Team, known as the Lady 
Dragons , has excelled in 1994 and 1995, 
winning the City League Championship, 
and each of the following young athletes 
can be very proud of her part in this 
success: 

Kathy Petriga, Captain; Amanda 

Jones, Captain; Jodi Tysarczyk; 

Jamie Grossberger; Kate 

Horgan; Becky DePaolo; Jackie 

Bodzcnski; Katie Lederman; 

Karen Maxwell; Shiri Steindel; 

Sawitree Sriburi; Mary Kaiser; 

Sara Organist; Jennifer Inglis; 

Melissa Shapiro; Beth Nickel, 

and Jamie Haliko. 

WHEREAS, this t eam has 
exemplified the kind of dedication, skill 
and sportsmanship of which the Allderdice 
Dragons can be proud, and which all 
Pittsburgh Public Schools can work to 
attain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby congratulate the 
Allderdice Softball Team, under Coach 
Richard Lunn and Assistant Coach James 
Lowe, on its exceptional performance 
these past two years; and. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Monday, June 12, 
1995, to be "Allderdice Dragons Day" in 
the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

That concludes our Read and 
Adopted. Moving to Presentation of 
Papers. Councilman Cohen, Committee 
on Public Safety Services. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman Cohen. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTED 

No. 2100 Resolution authorizing 
the transfer of $15,000 from Code 
Account 1448, Miscellaneous Services, to 
the Mounted Police Trust Fund, Bureau of 
Police, Department of Public Safety. 

Also, 

No. 2101 Resolution authorizing 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of 
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh in the amount 
of $8,000 for the purpose of establishing 
an Imprest Fund for the Bureau of Police, 
Department of Public Safety. Said Imprest 





Fund shall be reimbursed periodically 
upon submission of approved 
documentation to the City Controller and 
shall be chargeable and payable from Code 
Account Mounted Police Trust Fund in the 
Department of Public Safety. 

Also, 

No. 2102 Resolution authorizing 
and directing the City Controller to create 
a special trust fund to be designated as the 
Mounted Police Trust Fund (MPTF) for 
the deposit of monies from various 
sources, including grants and donations, 
for the operation of the Mounted Police 
Program and authorizing the use of monies 
deposited into said trust fund to cover any 
and all eligible expenses for the 
development and operation of the 
Mounted Police P r o gr am. 

Also, 

No. 2103 Resolution authorizing 
the Director of the Department of Public 
Safety to purchase horses for the Mounted 
Police Program. The individual purchase 
price of a horse may not exceed $3,000. 

Also, 

No. 2104 Resolution authorizing 
the Mayor and the Director of General 
Services, the Chief of the Bureau of 
Emergency Medical Services and the 
Director of City Information Services, to 
advertise for proposals, award and enter 
into an Agreements) and/or Contracts) or 
use existing Agreements) and/or 
Contract(s) for the purchase of software, 
maintenance and related equipment for 
computerized tripsheets for ambulances, at 
a cost not to exceed One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($100,000), chargeable 


to and payable from Department of 
General Services, Code Account 03-30- 
01-0001-95, Miscellaneous Equipment 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Public Safety Services. 

MR. COHEN moved to suspend Rule 8 
by providing for consideration of the bills 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. BERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 

No. 2105 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in favor of 
Ground Technology in the amount of 
$7,500.23 in payment of the preparation of 
construction drawing for a retaining wall 
to stabilize the landslide which occurred 
on the slope adjacent to the Cowley- 
Goettman Playground; charging the same 
to Code Account EC 94-210. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 2106 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts for the reconstruction of 
Walbridge Street from South Main Street 
to Herschel Street, including necessary 
work on private property; at a cost not to 
exceed $550,000 from Code Account 
CDEC 95-500, $1,050,000.00 from Code 
Account EC 95-500, and SI00,000.00 



from Code Account EC 94-500, for an 

aggregate amount of SI,700,000.00 

Also, 

No. 2107 Resolution further 
amending Resolution #973, effective 
January 1, 1995, as amended, entitled, 
“Adopting and Approving the 1995 
Capital Budget and the 1995 Capital 
Improvement Program,” by increasing EC 
95-500 (Neighborhood Street 
Improvements) by $550,000.00 from 
$500,000.00 to $1,050,000.00 and by 
decreasing EC 95-871 (Courts Building 
Phase 3) by $550,000.00 from 
$800,000.00 to $250,000.00. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

ms. McDonald and mr- ferlo 
PRESENTED 

No. 2108 Resolution providing for 
a Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Housing Authority of the City of 
Pittsburgh for the administration anH 
implementation of the Central Relocation 
Agency, at a cost not to exceed $480,000. 

Also, 

No. 2109 Resolution providing for 
a Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Housing Authority of the City of 
Pittsburgh for the administration and 
implementation of the Central Relocation 
Agency, at a cost not to exceed $480,000. 

Also, 

No. 2110 Resolution providing for 
a Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 


with the Housing Authority of the City of 

Pittsburgh for the administration and 
implementation of the Family Support 
Centers, at a cost not to exceed $334,000. 

Also, 

No. 2111 Resolution providing for 
a Cooperation Agreement or Agreements 
with the Housing Authority of the City of 
Pittsburgh for the administration and 
implementation of the Development 
Subsidy, at a cost not to exceed $200,000. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Housing, Economic 
Development and Promotion. 

The Chair: 

I want to ask that the Clerk please 
notify the Housing Authority 
representatives to be at the meeting in 
which these bills will be discussed. And, 
also to forward any additional information 
to Council regarding the resolutions. 

MR- ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 2112 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $846.00 warrant in favor 
of Kenneth Carter for missing personal 
property, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments. 

MR- ONORATO moved to suspend Rule 
8 by providing for consideration of the bill 
only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 






Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 2113 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $772.98 warrant in favor 
of Duquesne Light Co., for property 
damage, charging same to Code Account 
No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 2114 Resolution providing for 
an extension of the Professional Services 
Agreement with Sedgwick James for the 
administration of the City’s Workers’ 
Compensation Program for a period of six 
months beginning July 1,1995 and ending 
December 31,1995, at a cost not to exceed 
$350,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account 44, Workers’ 
Compensation, Department of Finance. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on F inan ce and Budget 

MR. R1CC1ARDI PRESENTED 

No. 2115 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts for furnishing, installing 
removing and relocating certain electrical 
equipment necessary for the Street 
Lighting Department within the City of 
Pittsburgh, Department of Public Works, 
at a cost not to exceed Twenty-Five 
Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollars, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account 3-01-10-0005-95, Street Lighting 
throughout the City. 

Also, 

No. 2116 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or the use of 


existing contracts for furnishing, 
installing, removing and relocating certain 
electrical equipment necessary for the 
Street Lighting Department within the City 
of Pittsburgh, Department of Public 
Works, at a cost not to exceed Twenty- 
Five Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollars, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account 3-01-10-0005-95, Street Lighting 
throughout the City. 

Also, 

No. 2117 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts for furnishing, installing, 
removing and relocating certain electrical 
equipment necessary for the Street 
Lighting Department within the City of 
Pittsburgh, Department of Public Works, 
at a cost not to exceed Ten Thousand 
($10,000.00) Dollars, chargeable to and 
payable from Code Account 3-01-10- 
0002-95, Miscellaneous Services. 

Also, 

No. 2118 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts or the use of 
existing contracts, for the rental and repair 
of equipment in connection with the City 
of Pittsburgh’s Capital Construction 
Division, at a cost not to exceed Four 
Hundred Fifty Thousand ($450,000.00) 
Dollars, chargeable to and payable from 
Code Account 3-01-35-0001-95, Capital 
Construction Division. 

Also, 

No. 2119 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or the use of 
existing contracts, for the purchase of litter 
receptacles, at a cost not to exceed Fifty 
Thousand ($50,000.00) Dollars. 




chargeable to and payable from Code 

Account 3-01-35-0074-95, Trash 
Receptacle Program. 

Also, 

No. 2120 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or the use of 
existing contracts, for a Pavement 
Management System in the City of 
Pittsburgh, at a cost not to exceed Forty- 
Five Thousand ($45,000.00) dollars, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account 3-01-01 -4666-95, Pavement 
Management System. A Pavement 
Management System is an inventory of all 
existing streets, by type (asphalt, concrete, 
etc.) and road condition. 

Also, 

No. 2121 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or the use of 
existing contracts for concrete pavement 
maint enance, rehabilitation and 
replacement throughout the City of 
Pittsburgh and other work incidental 
thereto, at a cost not to exceed Two 
Hundred Thirty Thousand ($230,000.00) 
Dollars, chargeable to and payable from 
Code Account Brick Street Restoration 
Program, 3-01-01-0030-95. 

Also, 

No. 2122 Resolution grantin g unto 
Historic St Mary’s. Inc., 614 Pressley 
Street Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15222, 
their successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct maintain and 
use at their own cost and expense, steps 
and landing on a portion of the right-of- 
way, on Lockhart Street and Nash Street in 
the 23rd Ward. 1st Council District of the 
city of Pittsburgh. 


Also, 

No. 2123 Resolution vacating a 
portion of Unnamed Way in the 17th 
Ward, 3rd Council District of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Public Works, Water 
and Environmental Services. 

THE CHAIR PRESENTED 

No. 2124 Petition from the 
residents of the City of Pittsburgh 
requesting a public hearing regarding the 
development of a new senior citizen center 
in Overbrook. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks, Recreation and 
Youth Policy. 

Also, 

No. 2125 Communication from 
Glenn Cannon, Director, Pittsburgh Water 
and Sewer Authority, submitting the 
Authority's financial statements and 
additional information. Also the Annual 
Report of Municipal Authorities for the 
year ended December 31,1994. 

Also, 

No. 2126 Communication from 
Sofronia R. Harris, Director, Commission 
on Human Relations, submitting the City 
of Pittsburgh's Commission on Human 
Relations Annual Report for 1993-1994. 

Which was read. 




The Chair: 

We need a motion to receive and 
file. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

So moved. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chain 

Under Unfinished Business or 
Reports of Special Committees, any of my 
colleagues have something to report? 
Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Two points, Mr. President, both of 
them relate to the School Board. One, an 
update on trying to schedule that meeting, 
that informal meeting. For some reason I 
have been running into a brick wall sort of 
at the School Board, and I want to stress 
again, this is only just for discussion to 
start opening up informal meetings 
between the two boards, I think it is 
healthy. I had a date confirmed; I called 
all the School Board Members at least 
three times, 1 think I talked to two, maybe, 
I got through to. I FAXed over the 
invitation, I put it in the mai l and then two 
days later I receive a call from the 
Superintendent saying. I’m calling on 
behalf of all nine members, that date is 
unacceptable, we can’t make it. 


My office is trying to pick a new 
date with the School Board. Once again I 
am having the same problem, just even 
getting a response. I have three calk in to 
the Superintendent’s office, with 
alternative dates. I will continue to try to 
set up a date, but I will tell you it is like 
pulling teeth to try to get a hold of any one 
of them. 

I have not talked to the President of 
the School Board yet, I have several calk 
in there. So, I do not know if I am 
supposed to be talking to the 
Superintendent or talking to each 
individual office because I am sort of 
getting the run around and I am getting 
very frustrated, as you can tell, but 1 am 
not going to give up on this issue. I would 
like to at least have them come down here 
and speak. We will not televise it It is an 
informal meeting in our Chambers 
between the two boards, that’s all it is. It 
is not a public hearing to debate the issue, 
it is just so that the two boards can discuss 
issues that affect the neighborhoods that 
we both represent I just wanted to update 
you on that. 

The other issue — 

The Chain 

So the 24th meeting is not — 

Mr. Onorato: 

The 24th is canceled, the 22nd is 
canceled, and the third dam that we 
discussed is canceled. We will try again 
And, as soon as we have a new date I will 
put a memo around to all of my 
colleagues. Hopefully will be at least a 
two-week notice. 


The other issue: Some of you 

might have received the correspondence, it 
came over from Mr. Siiabella’s Office 
regarding the School Board’s rejection to 
participate in the Tax Abatement Program 
for the Senior Citizens. Once again J j am 
extremely disappointed. We have the 
County agreeing to do it, the City is 
agreeing to do it, now we are go ing to 
have our Senior Citizens in the City seeing 
their Real Estate Taxes possibly increase 
because of one taxing entity. I realize it is 
a $400,000.00 line item in the School 
Board budget; however, 1 was hoping that 
$400,000.00 out of a 365 million dnlj ar 
budget would be something they could 
handle, especially considering the millage 
rate increase and plus the re-assessments 
that took place within the last 40 years. It 
is really not that large of an item, and I 
think it rewards a segment of the 
population that has definitely paid then- 
dues over the last 40 years. And, at the 
same time these individuals will continue 
to pay taxes, it is just that the tax would be 
capped at a certain level. 

I would hope they rethink it. I will 
be sending letters out to the School Board 
to rethink it 1 will be talking with the new 
member from the North Side that will be 
in on January, hopefully she can discuss it 
with some of the other members. It does 
not indicate if there was a vote and how 
close the vote was, it just says that they 
reject it, and I am hoping, and I am hoping 
that this Council will help me lobby to 
have them participate because it will be an 
administrative nightmare, a bureaucratic 
nightmare trying to explain to a certain 
segment of our population that, yes, you 
will have your Real Estate Taxes frozen 
but not for the one particular taxing body. 
I hope that we have all three participating. 


The Chair: 

Thank you, Councilman- 
Councilman Ricdardi. 

Mr. Ricdardi: 

Thank you. Just on this last issue, 
I agree with Councilman Onorato, I think 
we have to pursue this tax relief for those 
most in need in the City of Pittsburgh, and 
that is our elderly. If this body recalls 
when we passed gentrification, that bill 
helping long-time citizens here in the City 
of Pittsburgh that were being haim e d 
because of development around the area, 
the initial reaction from the School Board 
was one of rejection. At that time this 
body passed a resolution asking them to 
reconsider their act If one recalls that this 
body gave me the authority and 
permission to go and speak before them. 
As a matter of feet when you speak before 
them and your three minutes is up, I found 
out the hard way, as Councilman Onorato 
stated, that they are very unresponsive to 
elected offidals and I believe very 
unresponsive to taxpayers as a whole, 
because when my three minutes was up, it 
was up. I was not able to finish my 
statement 

But, one recalls after much 
lobbying by everyone on this body, that 
they reversed their decision and they 
bought in to the gentrification program. 
So, I think under the leadership of this 
entire body, and in this case, Mr. Onorato, 
who is the Finance Chair, I think we have 
to pursue this, because I think $400,000.00 
can be found in a budget that much bigger 
than the City of Pittsburgh, I believe, in 
the vicinity of 375 million. 




It is not often that the 
Commonwealth gives us the ability to give 
tax relief here in the City of Pittsburgh. 
People know that we are in some way 
bounded by their mandates, and in this 
case they were able to give tax relief to a 
small segment of this population, being the 
elderly here in the City of Pittsburgh, 
because of Act 77 of 1993 - is it 1994,1 
think it was - and I think we have to 
pursue this. 

Again, their initial reaction to me is 
very uncaring for those that pay taxes, and 
they are forgetting especially the elderly 
who do not have any kids in school and 
are paying to support a public education 
system because it is the right thing to do; 
but here are the elderly who do not have 
children in school and we have the ability 
to give them some tax relief and the 
School Board turns their back on those 
residents, on those taxpayers. I think we 
have to pursue this and pursue this very 
diligently. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Coun cilman. Other 
comments? Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I 
support both Councilman Onorato and 
Ricciardi, their comments they made, and I 
am also concerned with the complexity of 
what a person will face now if they qualify 
for the freeze at the 1993 level for 
purposes of their County tax and for 
purposes of their City tax, but then for 
purposes of their School Tax, they have a 
different assessment and a different tax 
rate. Now that is another problem with 
this non-decision by the School Board. 


And, Councilman Onorato, if we continue 
to experience difficulty scheduling a 
meeting, and I think that you have gone 
about it in the best way that you ran 
which is just invite them to a meeting and 
let’s sit down, let’s try to work this out If 
we cannot do it that way I will be more 
than happy to attend a School Board 
meeting to coordinate an effort by as many 
Councilmembers that want to attend, each 
of us taking our three minutes, and 
figuring out what we are going to say in 
our three minutes, and getting in front of 
them, and we will take 27 minutes, I hope 
and get our points across at one of their 
meetings. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Fair enough. 

The Chair: 

I would encourage the School 
Board to please respond respectfully to our 
request to meet We certainly do have the 
ability and I am sure all of us will attend 
future School Board meetings. Three 
minutes is not a lot of time to speak, and I 
can tell you one thing, if I end up having 
to go to Bellefield, it is going to be longer 
than a three-minute speech. So, I hope 
that they would — and I have been thrown 
out of finer Chambers than the School 
Board Chambers. So, I would hope that 
they would yield respectfully to our 
request, which 1 think is a very reasonable 
request, recognizing, however, that we did 
specifically deal on the busing issue and 
the equity issue as opposed to the more 
recent issue now that we have come to find 
out the gentrification and property tax 
craziness. 


So, we may want to re-calculate, 

because I would also like to ask the School 
Board for some discussion on that, and I 
think we got to start playing hard ball with 
the School Board on this issue, especially 
if there are not at least going to pay us 
enough common courtesy and respect for a 
joint meeting of some sort 

When there was a major Property 
Tax increase several years ago, at our 
urging, myself and others on Council, we 
printed our — when we did our prim out in 
the Finance Department of the tax notice, 
we specifically pm a message on there to 
the taxpayers that their property taxes had 
been increased, not because of any action 
by the Mayor or City Council but by the 
School Board. We have that ability anH 
as well, we may want to just stop 
collecting the taxes for the School Board, 
let them collect their own Property Tax, so 
when the residents and taxpayers get a tax 
notice, it says, clearly, from the School 
Board. I think half the people are 
confused about who is responsible for 
levying their taxes. I think oftentimes they 
think it is the Mayor and City Council. I 
think it is time to politicize the process in 
terms of democratizing the process, letting 
residents and property owners know 
clearly who is responsible. If you go out 
on the street right now and ask a hundred 
people in any neighborhood who their 
School Board Member is, I can tell you 
right now, 85, 90 percent of the 
individuals are not going to know who 
their School Board Member is, and there 
are lots of reasons for that, lack of cable 
casting, the way the neighborhood lines 
were drawn, breaking up neighborhoods, 
not having clear identity in terms of the 
individuals that is their elected School 
Board Member, and I think we have to 
start changing that over a period of time if 


we are actually going to ever be successful 

in getting that sacred cow, the School 
Board, not to be so insulated and isolated 
from what is happening in the 
communities. 

But, in any event, Councilwoman 
McDonald. 


Ms. McDonald: 

I can appreciate the frustration. 
The last date that was made, which was 
the 22nd, I could not attend that one 
because I had a number of thin gc 
scheduled that afternoon. But, I would say 
July probably would be a better time 
because we have many, many graduations, 
and as Council winds down at the end of 
the school year, the School Board winds 
up, temporarily for a month. 

But, I look forward to a meeting, 
and I would hope that they would respond. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Well, I would hope to have an 
update by next Tuesday. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I am hoping so, too, Dan. Because 
like I said, I think what will come out of 
this is going to be good and I applaud 
Councilman Onorato’s efforts for wanting 
to convene a meeting. 

The other thing I wanted to say, 
though, as far as the gentrification or the 
capping of Property Taxes, I think most of 
us who do not understand School Board 
financing sometimes really do not know 
the real crux of the problem. The crux of 




the problem is the way the State 
Legislation has legislated to finance 
schools, public schools, and it is through 
Property Taxes. The City of Pittsburgh 
has a very high proportion of elderly. 
Senior Citizens, and people who just do 
not have children in the Public School 
System, or any school system for that, 
approximately 70 to 80 percent 

So, the problem is not pushing the 
School Board, they are stuck with the 
legislation that exists. They do not like it 
either. As a School Board Member, I 
fought, state wide and nationally, to move 
away from Property Taxes as far as 
funding our schools, it is not fair in many 
cities, and Pittsburgh is not the only one. 
Nationally you will find a lot of school 
boards crying because they do not like it, 
because it disproportionately taxes other 
folks. 

So, the problem is not the School 
Board, the problem is your State. If you 
really want to change the way the School 
Board conducts their business, I would 
highly suggest you start lobbying the 
State. There needs to be major changes. 
They have a Public School Code from 
1949 with major amendments, and I have 
hollered and screamed, this is outrageous 
that the State Legislator would allow such 
an antiquated State Code for our Public 
School Systems to exist for so long. 
1949, that is a heck of a long time. 

So, my suggestion is that it is easy 
to see the School Board because they are 
very tangible, they are here, but greater 
problem, and take it from me, I know what 
I am talking about, is the State Code. 
Their hands are tied with what they are 
dealt with, which is Property Taxes, at one 
time, Personal Property Tax, and begging 


for Special Education funds which happen 
to be cut about eight million dollars. 

So, a g ai n , I think it is a bigger 
picture and it has to do with our State, and 
I suggest we get busy. If we want to 
change the way Pittsburgh’s schools 
conduct their business we really have to 
attack the root of the problem, and that is 
what they are stuck with at the State level. 

The Chain 

Just on that point, tho ugh. I do not 
know that we have heard any public 
announcements or pronouncements from 
the School Board or the leadership, either 
at the staff level, from the 
Superintendent’s Office or at the Board 
level, the elected representatives, but the 
bills pending right now as we are talking, 
both the Home Rule proposal and schools, 
as well as the so called School Choice 
Voucher Piogi am would not only 
designate but fundamentally alter the 
financial realities that the School Board is 
going to have to deal with in the future. 

I have not heard anything in terms 
of any response. I assume they are 
obviously thinking about the impact of 
those bills, but if they continue to be so 
isolated and still kind of aloof from the 
process and not viewing us as a friend and 
a potential ally in a very important 
situation that may come up and unfold in 
the coming months, they are making a 
very bad mistake on behalf of City 
residents and those are going to be relying 
on public education in this City. So, that 
is not a good way to be treating our 
friends. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Well, no, I agree that we should be 
allies, and I have always pushed to be 
allies; unfortunately, I was only President 
for a year. I was not President for the 
other years, and that is all I can say, and 
that sets the tone on which alliances are 
you going to build. But, one harsh reality 
is that you do not attack the hand that 
feeds you. You do not bite the hand that 
feeds you, and right now our State 
Legislators really are hustling for the 
Pittsburgh Schools to make sure that 
Pittsburgh gets treated fairly, that they 
have adequate resources, and I applaud the 
delegation. But, at the same time, if you 
become enemies you lose out It is almost 
like attacking your landlord, eventually 
you are going to get put out So, you do 
not attack your sources of funding, and 
that happens to be the State. 

In this instance, J imm y I have to 
agree with you, they need to build 
alliances with others because we would 
have wherewithal and we are not as — I 
guess - oh. we are not the recipients of 
this funding, the school funding. So, 
maybe we can fight a battle that maybe 
they are not able to fight as effectively. 

But, that is the source of the 
problem and they do need to build the 
alliances, but I think that we need to 
understand the whole picture and help, not 
attack, but to help find out what the 
problem really is. 

The Chain 

Just specifically, though, on Mr. 
Onorato’s point, I would like to suggest, I 
cannot make a motion from the Chair, but 
I think we should consider asking the 


Allegheny County Delegation from the 

House and the S enate to amend the 
legislation, specifically requiring that 
where the County and the City have acted 
to institute the gentrification, that the other 
taxing authority must participate in it. I 
mean I think they have the ability to 
amend that, similar to the way that they 
made us make the School Board whole on 
the four million dollars from the 
elimination of Personal Property Tax. We 
may want to suggest meeting with Mr. 
Rolling or Mr. Itkin to discuss — because I 
mean if the State Legislation is going to go 
out and stomp and pontificate that they are 
helping the Senior property owners but if 
they are not going to recognize that it takes 
the three of us to straighten out this mess, 
the County, the City and the School Board 
and the School Board is going to leave us 
hanging, recognizing the School Board is 
the largest portion of the tax bill on 
property, more than the City, more than 
the County. 

So, I would suggest as a tactic that 
we also possibly discuss with Mr. Rolling 
and the Administration and Mr. Itkin and 
the others in the Allegheny County 
Delegation a way to specifically amend the 
bill so that they have to participate, and 1 
would strongly suggest that we entertain 
that notion. 

Mr. Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I have no problem with that. The 
State Reps were also invited to this 
meeting, several of the State Reps. We 
can expand that to include it 

I appreciate everybody's support. 
Let me just say that, I agree, first of all, 





with Councilwoman McDonald, and that if 
I had my way I would eliminate Property 
Taxes altogether and look at what 
Michigan is doing and go in to a Sales Tax 
to fund the schools and let people live in 
their homes without being forced out by a 
tax. 

However, I am very familiar with 
school financing, by the way, because I 
remember participating in a few audits 
with the school financing. The issue still 
is that the School Board, the elected 
officials, have to be the leaders in this. I 
disagree on one point, and that is, 
sometimes you have to attack the State 
Reps, if that is what we need, and you can 
attack them in a positive way, educate 
them on what we need, and we can work 
with the School Board. But, as long as the 
School Board refuses to have this open 
interaction we are not going to have the 
cooperation and they are not going to have 
our support because we are not hearing 
what they need and we are not working 
together going to Harrisburg. 1 do not 
know when the last time that the School 
Board's lobbyist and the City's lobbyist 
went to Harrisburg together to fight for the 
same thing, except the RAD, when they 
got the four million dollars for the 
replacement of the Personal Property Tax. 
My frustration is that I recognize the 
School Board Members are not paid, it is a 
voluntary job, but they do have a 
Superintendent that gets paid well over 
$100,000.00, and they have staff that 
should be doing this. These are the types 
of issues that we have to address. 

And, I will just end by saying, 
when that Real Estate Tax millage 
increase took place, I was out there with 
Council President Wagner the same night, 
we were asking them not to do it because 


of the affect that we felt it would have on 
this City, with people running out of here, 
and some of the Board Members handed 
us a copy of the budget and said, if you 
can find us where to cut, be our guess, and 
Councilman Wagner and I took it back and 
had our budget staff review it, and there 
were some interesting things we found in 
there, one being the fight that we had with 
Mr. A1 Fondy, where some teachers took a 
pay freeze for one year but the next year 
they said, well, we have to make up for 
that, and they took like a three and a three 
and made it six, and A1 Fondy said, that's 
the way it has to be because they held off 
for one year. Well, that is not taking a pay 
freeze. And, we can go through then- 
budget, too, but I do not want to do that, 
but 1 would like to at least talk to them, 
and I would just ask this body to hold off 
for one more week. If by Tuesday of next 
week I do not get a response and they 
continue to refuse, we will take whatever 
action is necessary to make them hear us, 
if that means showing up, what 
Councilman Hertzberg says, with all nine 
of us, having us go out there, whatever it 
takes we will do. But, hopefully, I will 
give them the benefit of the doubt in that 
their schedules will come together, even if 
we have to move it to July, that is fine 
with me, as long as we can get a date set 
up. But, I would hope that they would 
respond favorably, because the answer 
was, no, we can't make that date, and there 
was no suggestions of other dates. But, I 
will give them other dates and work with 
them. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Well, let them suggest a date and 
we will be there. 




Mr. Onorato: 

I have. But, unfortunately, the 
Superintendent said, that dates bad, hung 
up with my office, and now I have three 
calls into the Superintendent the last three 
days and cannot get a respond to that 
That is the frustration. 

The Chair. 

Councilman Hertzberg, did you 
have a comment in this regard. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Yes, just briefly. I mean there are 
two possibilities here when you are told 
that enacting this will cost you four 
hundred thousand dollars, you can look for 
somewhere else to get the revenue, or in 
the alternative you can cut I mean and 
here in the Government of the City of 
Pittsburgh we have had to do some tough 
things to cut our expenses, we had large 
scale layoffs last year, this year we enacted 
an Early Retirement Program, we have 
worked very hard on some Cooperative 
Agreements with other government 
entities. I mean there are a variety of 
things that I think the School Board could 
look at here in trying to make some cut 
And, maybe there is not sufficient 
exposure, such that I am aware of, of those 
kinds of measures that the School Board is 
taking, but 1 do not know that they are. 

The Chain 

Thank you. The snuggles 
continues. Thank you very much. Any 
other comments? Any other — 


Ms. McDonald: 

I look forward to cable casting 
because I think this discussion warrants 
the need that the School District has for 
cable casting their meetings, so that 
Councilmembers also would be privy to 
what is going on and why decisions are 
made. 

The Chain 

Hope springs eternal on cable 
casting. Let’s not hold our breath on that 

Any other matter under Reports of 
Special Committees? If not, moving to 
Reports of Committees. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The Chain 

Committee on Finance and the 
Budget Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. 

MR. ONORATO PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2127 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for June 7, 1995. transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 




Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

BUI No. 2049 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
repealing Resolutions, approved on 
various dates, autho rising the sale of 
properties in various wards of the City of 
Pittsburgh, in accordance with Act No. 
171 of 1984.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2050 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the filing of a petition or 
petitions for the sale of certain property or 
properties, acquired at tax sales in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, 
“Second Class City Treasurer Sale and 
Collection Act”, effective December 11, 
1984.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2051 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the filing of a petition or 
petitions for the sale of certain property or 
properties, acquired at tax sales in 
accordance with Act No. 171 of 1984, 
entitled, “Second Class City Treasurer 
Sale and Collection Act”, effective 
December 11,1984” 

Which was read. 


The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 9 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2128 

Report of the Committee on Public Works, 
Water and Environmental Services for 
June 7, 1995, transmitting sundry 

resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation. 

Bill No. 1988 



A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

granting unto Pal F. Renne, 223 
Grandview Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15211, his successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
maintain and use at his own cost and 
expense, a wall and fence that will be on a 
portion of the right-of-way on Grandview 
Avenue in the 19th Ward, 2nd Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2052 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
repealing Resolution No. 444, effective 
June 29, 1994, entitled, ‘Authorizing the 
transfer of funds as invoices are submitted 
for the purchase of asphalt at a cost not to 
exceed thirty thousand ($30,000.00) 
dollars from Code Account 03-01-40- 
0030-94. Asphalt Repairs, in the 
Department of Public Works to the 
Department of Public Works, Code 
Account AR, Asphalt Reimbursement 
Trust Fund’.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2053 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 456, effective 
June 29, 1994, entitled, ‘Providing for the 
letting of a contract or contracts, or the use 
of existing contracts for asphalt repairs for 
the Department of Public Works, payable 
from Code Account 03-01-40-0030-94, 
Asphalt Repairs. Department of Public 


Works, and for payment thereof^’ by 

increasing the amount to $91,000.00.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2054 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for a contract or contracts, or the 
use of existing contracts for purchase of a 
100 ton truck scale to be furnished and 
installed at Heth’s Run Dump Facility, at a 
cost not to exceed Thirty Thousand 
($30,000.00), chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account ARIF, Asphalt 
Reimbursement Trust Fund.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2055 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
granting unto Frank J. Gigliotd, 704 
Femhill Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
15226, his successors and assigns, an 
encroachment to construct, maintain and 
use at his own cost and expense, a fence 
on a portion of the right-of-way along 
Elmbank Street in the 19th Ward, 4th 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 





their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onoralo 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

Mr. O’Connor (Pres’t) 

AYES 9 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

ms. McDonald presented 
Bin No. 2129 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for June 7, 1995, transmitting one 
resolution to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmativ e recommendation. 


Bill No. 2010 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 228, effective 
March 19, 1993, as amended by 

Resolution No. 366, effective April 29, 
1993, by Resolution No. 1056, effective 
August 24, 1993, by Resolution No. 1219, 
effective November 1, 1993, by 

Resolution No. 755, effective October 19, 


1994, by Resolution No. 846, effective 
November 4, 1994 and by Resolution No. 
937, effective December 7, 1994, entitled, 
‘Providing for the filing of a Community 
Development statement by the City of 
Pittsburgh with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1993 CDBG 
Program,’ so as to decrease a line item in 
-City Council” and create a line jtwn in 
the_Depaitinent of Publics Wor ks ^Picket 
Fence ProgramV” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
title of the bill, is there any discussion on 
the bill? Council woman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. Thank you, Mr. President I 
am not so sure if I am going to get a 
majority vote, but I would like to make a 
motion to table or to hold Bill No. 2010, 
which is the Picket Fence Prog ram My 
reasoning is this, is that 1 have gotten some 
phone calls in that basically state that with 
the Picket Fence Program, it is nice, but 
the weeds are co ntinuing to grow, and that 
no one is cutting them j that we fence it in 
and it still gets dumped on, the weeds are 
growing too high, no one is cutting it, we 
do not have the manpower to do it, I mean 
we are busy trying to at least pick up the 
garbage and the bulk. There is concern 
that the properties are indeed not returned 
to the tax rolls, the figures are kind of 
disappointing as to the effectiveness of 
returning it to the tax rolls for sale, just a 
few properties out of many, and I do not 
really think there is going to be a big surge 





to acquire properties just because they 

have a fence around them. 

I would like to review this more 
thoroughly in lieu of this Sideyard 
Program that we already have, which is 
effective, which is very well received and 
which the City understands. Half of th^w 
properties people do not have even a 
hundred dollars to acquire, but if they 
could just acquire them for a dollar or so, 
just a dollar or so, you can put them back 
on the tax rolls, people will start to 
maintain them because they own them 

Again, I would just like to review 
and revisit this, just to make sure that — 
not to say we do not want a picket fence, 
but what are we going to do with it after 
we put the doggone fence up? Then what 
happens? That is what I really would like 
to look into. I do not want to put a 
thousand dollars into a fence when that is 
all that happens. 1 want to see something 
happen with that program, I want to see 
good investment with the tax dollars, with 
that thousand dollars or so that it takes. I 
would like to see, if possible, more 
creativity in terms of stipends or tax 
reduction for people that do maintain those 
properties within that picket fence. We 
have to give an incentive for people to take 
care of those yards because we do not have 
the resources ourselves in terms of City 
employees to do it 

So, the reasoning is not to stall it, 
not to stall it it is just to make sure that it 
is encompassing of all concerns, that it is 
as effective as it can be. This is the reason 
for wanting to revisit it possibly to table 
or to hold. I do not know if I have the 
votes for it I am going to put it on the 
table. 


The Chain 

Just a procedure, I would like to 
suggest that the motion be to recommit 
That would allow further discussion and 
review, as opposed to ta b lin g it 

I just want to say, from the last 
meeting I did receive a number of phone 
calls and as well criticism regarding the 
Picket Fence P ro gr am , groups that I 
certainly respect that have been struggling 
with the issue of vacant property, most 
notably a communication that all of you 
received from the Bloomfield-Garfield 
Corporation, as well as others. I would 
like to see further discussion on the issue. 

Going back to two debates that I 
think were legitimate at the last m eet ing 
one was the issue of not knowing clearly 
where we are at on tire summer youth 
employment initiative, and secondly, the 
issue that has been raised about the artnai 
Picket Fence Progr am itself. And, 1 must 
comment, the pictures that I did receive 
from BGC, in particular, it seems as 
though there is a lopsided initiative, and I 
think that is part of the problem that we 
had at last Wednesday’s mee ting because 
the nature of the p rogram has been 
implemented differently in our respective 
Council Districts and even within our 
Council District there seems to be a 
difference in the nature of the Picket Fence 
Program itself. For example, on my way 
home I pass a picket fence, and it was a 
great addition, it is a big improvement on 
North Euclid Avenue, and it is a 
community garden, it had adoption by the 
adjoining property owners and the 
residents, the Block Watch Committee, 
and it was very effective, it was well worth 
the thousand dollars. However, I have 
received other pictures where the picket 




fence is up and the weeds are actually 
taller than the picket fence. Now, there 
probably somebody got a complaint, there 
never was this partnership created with 
either the adjoining property owner or 
somebody in the neighborhood So, there 
is a real question about what is the efficacy 
of that initiative, as opposed to better 
utilization of those funds for something 
more worthy. I am certainly willing to 
revisit the issue, and I am uncomfortable 
on the final adoption of the bill today, and 
I would actually renege on my vote last 
week, at least to the extent of wanting to 
review the issue more fully, for those two 
reasons, the summer job issue, it still being 
up in the air about what our dollar figure is 
going to be, Councilman Udin and 
Councilman Cohen’s point last week 
about, are there other funds, do we 
actually know what the dollar figure is on 
summer youth, and then, as I also stated, 
trying to get a better understanding from 
Public Works and the Administration on 
the implementation of the Picket Fence 
Program itself and why there seems to be a 
disparate quality to the initiative. So, I 
want to clarify my position. 

Councilman Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I am 
glad to hear that. I think we may get a 
majority on this this morning, because I 
made the argument strongly with 
Councilwoman Valerie McDonald and 
Sala Udin and others last week that there 
are more important needs, or more urgent 
needs than putting picket fences around 
our vacant lots. One of those needs that I 
expressed Iasi Wednesday was the need 
for jobs, a need for summer jobs, in 
particular, because of the cuts that the 


Congress has made to the Federal 
Employment Program. So that is a more 
urgent crisis, and we have to realize that 
the frets have changed since City Council 
voted for the Picket Fence Program in the 
budget last year, it is since that time that 
Congress cut funds for the Federal 
Employment Project If it is not going to 
be that, if this Council says that that is not 
where they want to put the money, well, 
frankly, I do think this Sideyard Sale 
Program is a good program and it is one 
where blighted properties are returned to 
the tax rolls and are returned to a more 
productive use. I question the Picket 
Fence Program, I question whether it is a 
productive p rogr a m and I would like to see 
us revisit the issue. 

So, for that reason, 1 certainly will 
second Valerie McDonald’s motion and 

see this reco mmit ted 

The Chain 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I am 
not going to change my vote. I do not 
think that we enact new progr ams ., go 
along with them and then don’t give them 
a chance to work. 1 think to at this point in 
time to stop this program would be to have 
wasted what we spent on it to date. That is 
like the COP Program, I have problems 
with the COP Program, I think every 
Member of this Council has some 
problems with it, it is a new program, 
there are going to be problems with it, and 
it is no different with this fence prog ram. 
And, the Sideyard Program is not some 
miraculous prog ram. , it is just the same 
kind of program we have always had, it is 


just a method of purchasing properties off 

of the City. It has been subcontracted out 
through NeighborFair and they kind of 
speed the process up, it is for a particular 
type of property that we have in the City 
that is defined as a sideyard, but it is no 
big deal either. It would be nice if we 
could sell people properties for a dollar. I 
t h i nk we would cost ourselves money if 
we did that, though, because there is 
always processing cost involved with 
every transfer of property by us, including 
title searching cost, including deed 
recording cost, including Transfer Tax 
cost, and I would also question that if you 
are going to give property away or give 
properties to people for a dollar, with no 
investment in either time or money, 
whether they are going to care about that 
property and take care of it 

The Chair: 

Thank you. Councilman. 
Councilman Ricciardi, Councilman 
Onorato. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. President, and my 
support is going to r emain firm j in that is, I 
totally support the Picket Fence Program, 
my support is not going to waiver. I think 
Councilman Hertzberg has stated it 
properly. Let’s keep in mind, it is a new 
program, it has only been enacted for six 
months, and any program, as Councilman 
Hertzberg has pointed out, you are always 
going to see a flaw or something that is not 
working. So, you do not scrap the entire 
program, you really go back to that 
particular lot, that you mention, Mr. 
President, and see what went wrong, is it 
the Cooperation Agreement broke down 
with the community group, did the 


neighbors not live up to their 

responsibility. But, I just know that here 
in the City of Pittsburgh, especially the 
strong middle class that we have here in 
this City, this to me is a benefit to 
neighborhoods that are trying to remain 
aesthetically pleasing. It ma kes a big 
difference in my neighborhoods, it a 
big difference in Knoxville and, as a 
matter of fact, at the comer, I believe, of 
Knox and Charles, this particular lot is 
being sold next week to the church for 
parking, because once they seen it cleaned 
up, they seen the picket fence go up, they 
seen all of a sudden that this is a nice piece 
of property, even though it was right 
across the street from them now it is 
finally being sold. 

But, just the bottom line is that it is 
a new program, let’s give it a chance, there 
are always priorities and those priorities 
we can, once again, put together during the 
budget time, but I really believe we should 
go with this. I mean when it was 
announced, everyone stood up, they 
thought it was a great idea. And, again 
the wishes of die taxpayers are in support 
of this program, just check with your staff 
members, check with the Mayor’s Service 
Center, check with the long list of people 
trying to get the picket fence, I mean the 
wishes are very clear of the taxpayers, the 
people that are paying for the fence, they 
want and support the Picket Fence 
Program, not because it is just a fence, it is 
actually cleaning up a lot And, please 
remember, colleagues, it is saving money 
in the back. And, what I mean by t hat is 
that instead of NeighborFair having to go 
back and back and back and clean up this 
particular lot, these lots are being taken off 
hopefully of their lot cleanup, because 
what is happening is we are building pride 
in the neighborhood where people want to 




take care of that piece of property. If you 
see a piece of property that is not being 
taken care of, maybe we should step back, 
as Mayor Murphy stated, and tell people 
and ask people, what happened; what went 
wrong; is it the equipment you need; are 
you tired of taking care of it? But, let’s 
get people to start taking care of these lots 
beca u se the taxpayer and our budget 
cannot support all of the services that are 
needed here in the City of Pittsburgh. I 
think — it has only been six months, let it 
go for a year. 

And, with all due respect to my 
colleague, we have revisited the issue, it 
has been held once, we have had extensive 
discussion and conversation on it at the 
Committee Session and 1 cannot see any 
new information that will come out by 
holding this bill. And, I do respect you. 
Councilman Ferlo, because even though I 
disagree with some of your positions, you 
have always made good reasoning for that 
I am disappointed you are changing your 
mind, obviously, but you have every right 
to do that, I am just hoping others do not 
c hang e their minds 

The Chain 

Well, let me clarify to you and to 
my colleagues, I am not changing my 
mind, I remain appreciative to the Mayor’s 
initiative on Picket Fence as well an ally to 
the goals, which I think are worthy, to the 
picket fence initiative. However, I think 
there are some clear problems apparently 
with the implementation of the program to 
date. I think it is legi timate to specifically 
look at the problem areas as a microcosm 
and try to get an unders tanding from the 
Administration — I will use the two 
Garfield lots, but there are probably others 
— why it is the situation that there seems to 


be this breakdown. I would like to know 
specifically of lots already done and the 
lots to be done, where is this partnership 
that exists, who is it with; is it with the 
adjoining property owner, is it with some 
co mmunit y-based group? I think we ne ed 
to look at that more specifically, and I 
would like still yet another opportunity to 
explore the issue more fully. 

At the same time I do think it is 
legi timat e , at least I would like to 
understand from a strategic point of view 
whether or not we would get more hank 
for the buck in terms of expediting the 
sideyard initiative, exchanging the public 
property to private property owners and 
whether or not that also may be an 
effective way. We may want to bifurcate 
the $200,000.00 and tiy to break down 
exactly what the goals and objectives are. 

So, I just want to clarify, I continue 
to remain appreciative of this initiative, as 
well supportive, but I think it is legitimate 
to at least provide some additional 
discussion. 

Councilman Onorato, I apologize 
for interrupting. 

Mr. Onorato: 

That is okay, Mr. President 

Let me just say that, as I stated last 
week, that everyone has very good points 
on this issue, and I guess my position is 
somewhere between the two extremes 
here, and that is, I believe that the Picket 
Fence Program should be revisited; 
however, I stated, and my position is that I 
will revisit it during the budget 
proceedings, and I am willing to leave the 
200.000 in for an entire year, which was 
part of our prior year’s budget, and then I 



can re-evaluate the plan, look at the 

comments, because I, too, receive some of 
the phone calls and the letters, and they are 
legitimate complaints and it is something 
we can review. 

Finally, I will vote in favor of the 
Picket Fence Prog ram again today for this 
year, I want to stress, this year, and to 
quote my colleague Councilman Cohen, I 
can count and it appears that we are going 
to have a lively debate tomorrow on this 
issue. 

The Chair: 

Well, that is assuming a 

recommittal vote precedes. 

Councilman O’Connor, then 

Councilman T T riin 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Again, 1 think if everybody listens 
to themselves, we are saying it is good and 
it is bad, but you mention, like the COP 
Program and the Picket Fence Program 
may be good programs but they are not 
working. So that does not mean we keep 
expanding them, or we don’t quit them 
either, but there is a time to put a caution 
light up, stop it 

— hold it — maybe that is a better word - 
and fix it before we go further. So that is 
where I am supporting Ms. McDonald on 
this issue. I think, let’s hold it, look at it 
again, and how can they fix it before we 
move on. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. 

Counc ilman TIriin 


Mr. Udin: 

Yes. A motion to recommit is not 
necessarily voting it down - 

The Chain 

No, not at all. 

Mr. Udin: 

If there is a legitimate reason for us 
to reconsider it to take a closer 
examination of it, how can we say no to it 
I would support, or second the motion to 
recommit 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. Other 
discussion and concluding remarks and 
then we will have a roll call vote on the 
motion to recommit, recognizing it is not a 
motion necessarily to kill the program, but 
a motion to have further discourse. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Right, exactly. 

The Chain 

Discussion. Councilwoman 

McDonald. 


Ms. McDonald: 

I think Councilman O’Connor 
succinctly summarized what I wanted to 
tell all my colleagues, is that this is not an 
intent to dismantle the Picket Fence 
Program. Again, it is a mixed bag in my 
community and I think throughout the City 
of Pittsburgh, some people like it, some 






people think it is a waste. I think that 
before we keep putting dollars, or let’s 
say, authorizing expenditure of the dollars, 
1 see nothing wrong with making sure that 
we are spending it to the efficiency that we 
need to spend it; that we make sure that if 
there is geographical concerns, as far as 
picket fences being put in one area versus 
another, that needs to be discussed. 
Before we go forward and authorize 
expending these monies we need to make 
sure that all of our questions are answered, 
and there are still many questions that 
need to be answered. 

Again, it is not dismantling, it is 
not voting no; it is like, let’s take a visit, 
who knows, we may come up with a 
different twist to this, it may be the Picket 
Fence P ro gr am but with a twist All I am 
asking that it be more efficient and that — 
again, and also I would like to say that I 
was not privy to being on Council last 
year, but I do not really even know how 
much public input was put in on this 
Picket Fence Program. I do not know how 
much - was there a public hearing? Were 
there neighborhoods visited to discuss 
this? I believe in public input and right 
now I am hearing from public, from the 
public and it is a mixed bag here. But, if 
the public is kind of split on this, and I am 
having a little bit more negative comments 
than positive, I am just saying, like Bob 
O’Connor, let’s just pull the reigns a little 
bit, slow down and let’s get our questions 
answered, see what direction this is going, 
and we can talk about it again, and who 
know, it may pass again. 

The Chain 

We have more public input than 
any legislative body in the United States of 
America. I just want to make that clear. 


Any individual has the right to speak to 
this Chambers. And, more importantly, 
anybody has the right to effective 
processing. We have lots of discussion. 

But, in any event, we will have a 
roll call vote on the motion to reco mmit 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Udin 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 6 NOES 3 

VOTING NO: 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Onorato 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the 
motion was approved. 

The Chair: 

Bill 2010 is reco mmit ted for 
further discussion and review. 

I would ask that the A dminis tration 
have additional infor mati on regarding the 
specific sites that have had fences erected 
to date, and specifically what the 
partnership, or what the nature of the 
partnership is in the respective 
neighborhood. 

Moving to our Report of Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement, Councilman 
O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connor: 

Mr. President 
The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. O’Connor. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2130 

Report of the Co mmit tee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for June 7, 
1995, transmitting sundry resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation. 
Bill No 2075 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of space located 
a: 1350 Evers Drive, 12th Ward, from 
Metropolitan Pittsburgh Housing 
Corporation, for the purpose of 
establishing a Community Oriented 
Police mini station for a 2 year period, at 
no cost to the City other than the use of 
telephones and line maintenance.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2077 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of space located 
at 901 Galveston Street, 22nd Ward, from 
Tresbri Development Coip., owner, for 
the purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station, for a term 
of two (2) years, made effective July 1, 
1995, at no cost to the City other than use 
of telephones and telephone line 
maintenance.” 

Which was read. 


Also, 

Bill No. 2078 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of space located 
at 1926 Brownsville Road, 29th Ward, 
from H. Wayne Weinstein, Inc., for the 
purpose of establishing a Community 
Oriented Police mini station for a 2 year 
period, at no rental cost to the City. The 
City will assume the cost of utilities, not to 
exceed $100.00 per month, and provide for 
renovations at a cost not to exceed 
$1,000.00” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Mr. Ferlo. Similar to die picket 
fence, I support it and maybe I was one of 

the original starters of the COP Program. I 

am going to abstain from this vote because 
I feel the same thing, the COP Program 
has a lot of bugs to be worked out and, 
again, I do not think it is right to be 
opening these things until we get some 
control on them, but respectfully 1 am sure 
my colleagues — I am not trying to talk 
them out of it, so I would abstain on this 
vote. 

The Chair: 

And one of these resolutions we 
actually held, I believe, at the request of 
Counc ilman Hertzberg, regarding Parkway 
Center. 




Do you wish your comments to be 
brought forward on the discussion from 
Wednesday? 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes. 

(REMARKS - SEE 
ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Any other discussion on the bills? 
Councilman Cusick 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes. I would like to make a 
statement in regards to 2078, on 
Brownsville Road, it is long awaited, I am 
very happy to see that the legislation will 
be finally approved, as I am sure the 
Garrick community also will be. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. Other 
discussion? Hearing none, the bills are 
now ready for final action. All in favor of 
the passage of the bills will vote “aye” 
when their names are called; all opposed 
will vote “no”. The Clerk will call the 
roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. Onorato 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Ricciardi 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Udin 
Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 
(Pres’t) 


AYES 8 NOES none 

(MR. O’CONNOR ABSTAINING) 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

The Chain 

Committee on Engineering anH 
construction. Councilman Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Cusick. 

MR. CUSICK PRESENTED 
Bill No. 2131 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for June 7, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affir mative recommendation, 

BiU No. 2004 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 303, effective 
April 6, 1987, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
contract or contracts for the repair of 
sidewalks and other work incidental 
thereto in various communities operated 
by the Housing Authority of the City of 
Pittsburgh, by decreasing the total project 




allocation by $19,669.50 from 

$300,000.00 to $280,330.50” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2006 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 667, effective 
August 17, 1989, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts for sidewalk replacement at 
various locations maintained by the 
Housing Authority, including, but not 
limited to St Clair Village,’ by decreasing 
the total project allocation by $127,537.56 
from $225,000.00 to $97,462.44” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2007 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution #901, effective 
October 9, 1991, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts, for sidewalk replacement at 
various locations maintained by the 
Housing Authority; including but not 
limited to Garfield Heights,’ by decreasing 
the total project allocation by $50,144.45 
from $125,000.00 to $74,855.55, 
chargeable to and payable from Code 
Account CDEC 90-36.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 


You have heard the reading «tiH 

titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

I would like to suggest that the 
companion bills regarding the Picket 
Fence Program be held also, which I think 
there are at least two of them that were just 
read, recommitted companion bills to the 
earlier resolution on recommitting the Bill 
2010 on the picket fence allocation. 

So, I would like to ask somebody 
to entertain a motion to recommit the 
companion bills to the earlier 2010 Bill, so 
that all three bills will be up tomorrow. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Motion to recommit 

MR. O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 

The Chain 

Moved and seconded. Any 
discussion? Hopefully not All in favor? 

WHICH MOTION PREVAILED. 

The Chain 

Thank you. All three bills will be 
recommitted relative to the Picket Fence 
Program. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Just for clarity sake, I would like 
the record to reflect that I voted no to 
recommit the companion bills as well. 





The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Hertzberg. Roll 
call vote on the recommittal on the three 
companion bills just so we have the record 
consistent 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Cohen Mr. O’Connor 

Mr. Cusick Mr. Udin 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Ferlo 

(Pres’t) 

AYES 6 NOES 3 

VOTING NO: 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr. Onorato 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the 
motion was approved. 

The Chain 

The companion bills to 2010 are 
recommitted and they will be up for 
discussion also tomorrow. 

That concludes our Reports of 
Committees. 


MOTIONS AND 

RESOLUTIONS 


The Chain 

Under Motions and Resolutions, do 
we have any discussion or 
announcements? Counc ilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

I will be real brief. Council 
President Ferlo, you are well familiar, you 
have two pieces of legislation in front of 
die Planning Commission, I have two 
pieces of legislation in front of die 
Pla nning Commission, for a total of four, 
dealing with the group home situation in 
the City of Pittsburgh. 

Throughout my four years, or a 
little over three and a half years on 
Council, (me of the issues we have been 
trying to get a hold of is die definition of 
group homes, how they arc distributed 
throughout die City and how do we 
address it through die Zoning Code to 
have proper integration throughout the 
City, as opposed to having certain parts of 
the City turning into dumping grounds for 
all the social problems of the County, not 
just the City, because a lot of this is a 
result of County dollars. 

I just want to make one comment, 
since I have been plastered all over 
Oakland and there is a milling out there 
against me, it is “Dan Onorato, City 
Council, has bandied his way with 
panhandlers, the next target are the 
mentally ill and the retarded.” This is how 
they campaign against the buildings in 
front of the Planning Commission. 

Let me just let the public know that 
this is not a bill against the mentally ill 
and the retarded. I did find out in the 
meantime that this was generated from a 



Mr. Vince Eirene, he came into Council 

before to stir up some trouble and I respect 
his First Amendment right, I would just 
only ask that if he is going to lobby for a 
cause that he have enough guts to put his 
name on it. 1 mean my name is on the two 
bills over in planning, I do not hide it from 
my views and 'what I am trying to do and 
that is protect the neighborhoods. If he 
has a problem with that 1 look forward to 
discussion. There is a public hearing 
today in the Planning Commission. There 
will be a public hearing in Council before 
a vote. There will be plenty of time for 
input 

The bill, once again, does not 
attack the mentally ill or the retarded, it 
does attack the way the group homes are 
being distributed throughout the County. 
One of the things that happened about 10, 
15 years ago 'when they de¬ 

institutionalized the concept of mental 
health, and now you have the MH/MR, the 
idea of integrating into die neighborhoods 
was considered a great idea. 

Unfortunately, the word integration to 
some people means a little different than 
what it does to mean. I thought integration 
meant you put them into a neighborhood, a 
residential neighborhood and you integrate 
them into society, but some peoples’ point 
of view that are in charge of the money, 
you integrate them to where you can buy 
the homes for the cheapest and people 
don’t scream the loudest That is what is 
happening out there. 

Once again I will point out, as 
every time I get an opportunity, a year and 
a half ago it was reported in the paper 
North Side has 70 percent of the County 
homeless beds, not the City, the County, 
70 percent We have the ARC House, I 
have Light of Life Mission. I can go on 


and go on and go on of the number of 

institutions that are in one little area of the 
City. I think that is wrong. In no way is 
this bill trying to ban these types of 
facilities, it is just proper zoning so that 
they are properly distributed throughout 
the County. We are in this together, that 
means we all share the burden. It is the 
State dollars coming through MH/MR, and 
then the Stealth Board, known as 
Residential Resources, try to find anything 
out about that board, good luck. 
Residential Resources, all as I know is 
they gobble up property and they use State 
dollars, our dollars, and when you ask who 
is on the board, they tell you it’s private, 
they can’t tell you. That blows my mind. 

But, any way, I think it is time we 
address this issue, it is my tax dollars, 
affecting our neighborhoods and it is time 
that we make sure that there are proper 
controls over what is happ enin g in our 
neighborhood. This is not disc riminating 
against three unrelated parties that happen 
to have a disability, this is dealing with 
institutions that have millions of dollars to 
purchase real estate, that is what this is, 
and to have a proper Zoning Code. 

The Chain 

Obviously I have a different view. 
My feelings are different, but - 

Mr. Onorato: 

On this flyer one more time. 

The Chain 

Yes. 




Mr. Onorato: 

When he asked, call Councilman 
Onoiato to do lunch at Primanti Brothers, I 
hope that was not because my last name is 
Onorato, but he picked Primanti Brothers 
in Oakland, because I do eat at non-Italian 
restaurants. 

The Chain 

Mr. Eirene is also Italian- 
American, but I do not think that has 
anything to do with the issue. 

I know this is a controversial issue, 
it is very sensitive, and it is a very 
complicated issue, and obviously Mr. 
Onorato and I both will be speaking to the 
Planning Commission this afternoon on 
our respective bills. 

I would like to go down the line 
now. Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes, on this same bill, I just 
wanted to make one mention. Councilman 
Onorato mentioned Oakland, which is the 
panhandling capitol of the world, or 
maybe it was, it is working, his idea, to 
every — almost every business in Oakland 
has a sign and is collecting money for the 
homeless. Customers can — instead of 
giving to panhandlers, they can contribute 
and the money goes right to the food bank 
to help those in need, and almost every 
Oakland business has done it, I know Mr. 
Ricciardi and since Mr. Udin now hac 
taken that area, it is working very well and 
there are a lot of positives coming out of 
what he brought up. 


On a different subject Last Friday, 
while Pittsburgh was unwinding, ending a 
busy week schedule, including the m<*dia 
our Water and Sewer Authority - but 
before 1 go on I must - 

The Chain 

Excuse me, Mr. O’Connor? Is 
there a problem with the microphone or 
something? 

I’m sorry for interrupting. I want 
to make sure that we are — I think the 
radios are having a heard time for some 
reason, but — 

Mr. O’Connon 

I know the Mayor’s Office has a 
lot of input on the Water and Sewer 
Authority but I did not think it went that 
far. 

The Chain 

This is not Chicago, they are not 
cutting off your microphone, so — 

Mr. O’Connon 

But, before I mention what I am, I 
have to credit our colleague who voted 
against this bill, what we will be talking 
about. Gene Ricciardi, and a Ms. Ann 
Davis from Polish Hill had the sense, but 
Friday, while the media and the rest of us 
were looking for a busy, a relaxing 
weekend, our Water Authority passed a 
9.9 and a 9.9 back to back rate increase, 
which I have had four phone calls thic 
morning, which really is in the long term, 
a 20.7 increase in our water bills. 



This increase is totally 

unacceptable. This comes at a time when 
we can least afford it The increase hurts 
our efforts to grow the City, both 
economically and residential, it certainly 
puts a damper on development and m^c 
less job growth, and that is always one of 
our biggest goals in this Council and in the 
Mayor’s Office, is to create jobs. It is a 
very heavy burden on Senior Citizens, 
those who live home alone. By the way, 
our Water Authority is one of the few that 
has a minimum. So, in other words, a 
single person living at home has to pay. If 
they use one gallon, they have to pay for 
4,000 gallons a quarter. Again, some 
areas, like Blawnox, Pennsylvania Water, 
charge nothing, most are much lower that 
do have a water minimum ft really hurts 
the pockets of the working poor, the ones 
who are struggling to put food on the 
table, and it makes Pittsburgh very 
unattractive for young people to move into 
this area. Twenty gallons of water, which 
is usually the average usage, in 1990, 
Moon Township, to *95, is $36.00, and it 
has not changed in five years. Shaler was 
$45.00. it has not changed in five years. 
Wilkinsburg went from 43 to 52 in five 
years. The City of Pittsburgh, from 1990 
to when this new increase will tafc p- place, 
will go up from 52 to $97.00. That is 
almost double. This raise hik* is 
out of control, it is unacceptable and we 
cannot afford to pay these rates any longer. 

As you may all remember, 
Council, the Mayor’s Office and the Water 
Authority came to Council and asked them 
for a bond issue, that was going to protect 
us against excessive rales — and I will use 
the word excessive, if you remember the 
chart which we were shown for the next 20 
years what was going to happen. Well, 
listen to those excessive rates, what they 


were going to be: It was going to go up in 

1998, two percent; in 2001, 5.9 percent; 
2007, 9.7 percent Two months later — I 
mean I can see a year or so — less than two 
months this Water Authority has raised it 
20 percent I think we are all hooked into 
this and it is terrible the way it happened. 
The Water Authority was created to 
rehabilitate the water system and to protect 
the City’s bond rating by having the 
Authority assume the City’s outstanding 
and future water/sewer debt This is from 
Controller Flaherty’s Office, in his 1991 
statement, and I will quote our Controller, 
“The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority is a quasi government monopoly 
with no PUC oversight, no one has the 
authority to act in the consumer advocate 
or to check the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority’s action.” This is a quote 
from our Controller. 

What options do we have? I think 
we have quite a few, and I will just 
mention a couple. One, maybe to consider 
total privatization of this Authority; sell it 
and make a lot of money for the City and 
put it under the guidelines of the PUC like 
other utilities; keeping die system the way 
it is and broadening die base; selling water 
to other municipalities, and one, the Pan- 
American Water System, which charges 
much more than we do, has a hundred 
municipalities under it We have heard, 
since I have been on Council, from the old 
director, and the new Director Cannon, 
that we should be selling water to other 
boroughs and municipalities. Why hasn’t 
that happened? I think we have to slow 
down. We have the option to slow down 
these capital projects, and I think I will be 
quoting Mr. Ricciardi, let’s slow it down 
and only do emergencies at this time. 




And, I also want to know in the 

year 1985, when this Authority was 
started, they went out and borrowed two 
hundred million dollars. I think we need 
to review where that money went and 
when it was borrowed for the first time, it 
was going to solve our problems, and if it 
was all fixed and done, why aren’t the 
rates coming down? Another question, if 
they do go out and borrow this money and 
after they fix it, in the next couple of 
years, why doesn’t - and when 
government goes out and borrows this 
money for these authorities, you never 
hear it coming down. 

One other action we could take, 
and we could look at the board. This 
board is made up of, with ail due respect, 
two politicians, an advocate from - Ms. 
Davis, and three finance people from the 
Mayor’s Office, which I would refer to as 
bean counters. I doubt if — there are no 
business leaders, there are no engineers, 
there’s no one watching the store. I do not 
think half of them would know a water 
line from a gas line. 

So, under these circumstances, and 
we have options, 1 would like to make a 
motion that we hold a post agenda next 
week and bring in t he representatives 
from the Mayor’s Office and the Budget, 
the board members, the Pennsylvania 
Economic League, the Controller’s Office, 
not only our Councilmembers, but also I 
think we need our Council budget staff to 
help us prepare this and know what is 
going on in this department. 

So, 1 make a motion that we have a 
post agenda. 


The Chain 

Well, we do not need a motion for 
a post agenda, but if you want to make a 
motion, second it for purpose of 
discussion. Mr. Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Thank you, Mr. President I 
certainly second the motion. 

I am also very upset about these 
water rate increases. This two-time 
increase is misguided, it is regressive and 
it is h a rm ful to our citizens. Believe it or 
not, the Water Authority’s increases rival 
the increases of our cable monopoly, TCI. 
Since 1986, water rates have gone up 
111.3 percent since 1986, by my 
calculations, if these rates go through. 
And, I am saying, if these rates go 
through, because I hope that what Council 
does this mo rning will take action to get 
the Water and Sewer Authority to repeal 
these rates. They are closing the gap with 
TCI, which had 148 percent increase since 
1986 of Expanded Basic Cable. Like TCI, 
the Water Authority is bec oming an 
abusive monopoly, the difference is that 
people can choose not to have cable 
television. They do not have that privilege 
with water. The Water Authority cannot 
just keep raising rates willy-nilly and 
expect people to take it What’s more, this 
is the ultimate regressive tax, it is the 
mother of all regressive taxes. What are 
Senior Citizens on fixed income supposed 
to do. Thousands of them cannot afford 
these outrageous increases. And. this is 
just another reason, as Coun cilman 
O’Connor said, for people to leave the 
City. We have lost as a percentage, as a 
percentage we have lost more young 
people than any other region in the United 



States of America and we have got to 

reverse the trend rather than to accelerate 
it 

Now, as I understand — and I want 
to take a moment to commend 
Councilman Eugene Ricdaxdi for his bold 
vote against this tax increase, because 1 
understand from him that these increases 
have nothing to do with covering our 
reservoirs, and we have had a lot of 
discussion about how expensive that is 
going to be. That is another increase down 
the road. It has nothing to do with that 
What it is for is this aggressive ca pita] 
improvement program of 85 million 
dollars. I seriously question whether we 
need such a huge p r o gra m for 
infrastructure improvements. It looks to 
me like they are trying to build a P-adniar 
when a Ford would be adequate. If you 
have a house and the roof is leaking and 
you also want to put a porch on, well you 
fix the roof and you leave the porch until 
next summer, because most of us do not 
have the money to be able to do both in 
the same summer. And, I would suggest 
that the Water and Sewer Authority do the 
same, the difference is, they are not doing 
it with their money, they are doing it with 
other peoples’ money, so that is why they 
have this two-time double barrel tax 
increase. 

And, 1 also do not appreciate a 
couple of the sneaky aspects of this tax 
increase. First of all, as I said, it was a 
double barreled increase. They did not 
just increase it once, they increased twice, 
so that they did not have to do it — but in 
the same motion, so they did not have to 
do it two times. 9.9 percent in 1995, and 
9.9 percent - which I guess they thmW we 
cannot figure out that that is 10 percent - 
in 1996. And, not only that, it is not 


effective January 1st, like it has been 

virtually every other year that there have 
been tax increases by the Water and Sewer 
Authority, these are effective October 1st, 
including October 1st of 1995, which just 
squeezes the taxpayers for another three 
months of 1995 and 1996. And, as 
Councilman O’Connor said, the vote took 
place on a Friday, so that people would not 
— I guess they hoped that people would 
not notice this vote over the weekend. 
Well, I can tell you, because I happened to 
be out visiting homes in the 
neighborhoods this past weekend, I can 
tell you, people noticed and they noticed 
very hard. 

We can make the Water and Sewer 
Authority profitable without stepping on 
the backs of City residents, and that is by 
selling water to neighboring 
municipalities. Everybody knows that our 
water system is over capacity, it was 
designed for 700,000 residents and several 
huge steel mills. Well, we do not have 
700,000 residents any more, we have 
358,000 residents in the City of Pittsburgh, 
and everybody knows that most of our 
large steel mills have left We should be 
marketing our excess water capacity to 
municipalities in the region who are over¬ 
burdened by State and Federal regulations. 
That is the win-win situation. We can 
spread the cost over more customers and 
release these municipalities of their 
mandats 

Mayor Murphy was right, and is 
right, when he started down the road in 
marketing City water, in feet, my 
understanding is, at the same Water and 
Sewer Authority meeting an agreement 
was announced with the Borough of Fox 
Chapel to sell them water, and that that is 
supposed to bring in one million in 






additional revenue. That is the direction 
we should be going in, not raising rates. 
We have got to treat water users like 
customers, because that is what they are, 
and quit driving these customers away. 

So, I support certainly the motion 
that was made, but more importantly I 
demand that the Board reconsider their 
decision and repeal these harmful tax 
increases. 


The Chain 

Other discussion? Councilman 
Heitzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. President I would 
second you on that. I would very much 
like to sit down with PW&SA and discuss 
this rate increase. But, my recollection is 
that when they were in front of us as part 
of the sale of our infrastructure to them, 
that they did mention that they would be 
needed additional capital dollars. I mean it 
is not a total surprise that they have to go 
with a bond issue and that they need more 
money. But, I would really like to get into 
detail and depth with them to see if there is 
not some way we can avoid such a 
massive increase as this; if we cannot slow 
it down, as you suggested as one of the 
alternatives, and look into every single 
alternative out there to doing this. 

But, some of the reasons why they 
need to get additional capital funds is for 
the construction of some of the major 
projects that we are undertaking, including 
some of the projects from the North Side, 
the ALCOA Building, and the new 
residential construction over there. So, we 


need to do those things as well, but we 
need to see if there are any alternatives to 
this extreme rate increase. 

The Chain 

Well, I appreciate these co mment^ 
but I wish some of my colleagues would 
have considered some of these issues that I 
raised on a more fundamental level when 
we voted against my wishes on the actual 
transfer of all the responsibilities and 
activities to the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority, had we not done that we 
would have continued to play a role in the 
issue of reviewing the capital 
expenditures, which is mainly the reason 
why we are being presented with these rate 
increases in the first place. 

I repeatedly on numerous 
occasions in the last four or five years, 
which is the tenure of many of my 
colleagu e s, have voted no and questioned 
various board member appointments 
including staff. I respect the hard working 
staff that is on the Authority, I have made 
points consistently asking colleagues not 
to vote for mayoral staff people to this 
Authority but asked for people from the 
private sector, from the community, I 
never got a vote. I asked Council not to 
give up and transfer all this activity and all 
these responsibilities to the Pittsburgh 
Water and Sewer Authority further 
isolating and insulating them from the 
political process and the review process of 
this City Council. We gave up our right to 
review annual budgets, we gave up our 
right to critique their capital budget, which 
is the reason why we are in this pickle 
today with the proposed — the intended 
two rate increases that have been 
announced. 


And, also on the issue of the study 

we did to finally get the new 
Administration to agree to a study, h is a 
study about the reservoir but inherent in 
that request for a proposal on studying the 
reservoir is the fundamental issue about 
the feet, as 1 have contended, that we have 
too large of an infrastructure for what we 
actually need as a municipality, and that is 
an issue. The distribution system itself is 
an issue that will be critiqued and 
reviewed in the consultant study that is 
underway, Malcolm-Pinrie. 

There are a lot of issues here that I 
would just wish some of my colleagues 
would clearly understand what the impact 
was going to be. There is no secret, I do 
not know why anybody is shocked When 
people voted in December on this 
arrangement, we were clearly told that 
there was going to be a significant rate 
hike tied to the need for additional capital 
bond dollars, independent of what was 
going to happen relative to the reservoir 
coverings. I thought it was very clear in 
the debate that we had that PWSA and the 
Administration was telling us that they are 
going to have rate increases tied to the 
need to replenish the Capital Bond Fund 
for both emergency repairs and other long- 
range repairs. I thought that was very 
clear, I remember asking questions, it was 
documented. I mean obviously 1 am 
disappointed at the rate hike but the time 
when we should have spoken out and not 
given up our authority are the various 
previous votes that we have had over the 
last three or four years. I mean the cat is 
out of the bag here and now all of a sudden 
we are going to pontificate about the rate 
hikes. 

So, yes, I am very upset, but let’s - 
if you want to be sincere about this, let’s 


go back and undo some of these 

Cooperation Agreements that everybody 
voted for and restore some ability to this 
Council as a legislative body to provide 
oversight to now this demigod authority 
that has been created and actually 
reinforce with rebar and concrete in the 
last few votes that we have taken. 

These rate hikes, if I understand 
them, clearly are tied to the Authority’s 
argument for capital improvements, be 
they emergency repairs, valves, cement 
line, whatever the activities are, maybe we 
can argue that they should curtail and 
stretch it out over a longer period, anH 
obviously that would be one of my 
arguments. But, we have yet to even 
experience what potential rates are relative 
to the reservoir covering issue. We hope 
that will be set aside as a Stale or Federal 
requirement And, we have yet to see 
exactly what the fees are going to be 
relative to the bond issue sale in terms of 
the buying back of the system. 

But, I am a little bit — I find some 
of this discussion interesting, nonetheless. 
But, I will look forward to the debate at 
the post agenda meeting. 

Councilman Ricciardi, then Mr. 

Cohen. 

Mr. Cohen: 

Mr. President, if I may say. I am 
sorry, I want to interrupt just for one thing. 
Your comments are misleading, Mr. 
President, because you are implying — and 
I know you are using some words that 
seem to go around it — but you were 
implying that this Council in the past has 
had the decision making power over Water 
Authority rates. It has not. 





The Chain 

No, I said that we had yearly — 

Mr. Cohen: 

If I may just finish. We have never 
-1 should not say never, but certainly not 
in a generation, many, many, years, 
certainly before any of us were here, have 
had the authority over Water Authority 
rates. We have not had that 

The Chain 

I did not say that, Mr. Cohen. I did 
not say that, and now let me clarify just so 
you are clear. I did not state that And, 
that has clearly been the case for a long 
tune, since the inception of PWSA and 
their initial bond issue of 200 million. I 
specifically stated, and if you read it back, 
that we had input and oversight with the 
Engineering and Construction Department, 
the year end discussion on the actual 
review of the capital budget of the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority. 
The capital budget being the area that the 
PWSA is now arguing that that is what 
this 9.9 and 9.9 rate hikes are tied to. My 
point is that we gave up some ability, both 
beca u s e we had employees in the Water 
Department, we had Director Reginella, 
Engineering and Construction oversight, 
and as well as a legislative body in 
formulating the capital budget at the year 
end. We also sat down with the directors 
and the leadership of PWSA and reviewed 
their capital expenditures; you know, what 
valves are going to be done, what major 
pipes are going to be laid; we had that 
ability, we gave that up. That was my 
reference in terms of the bond issue. 


Councilman Ricciardi and then 
back to Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Well, I will just be very brief. I 
have been listening to all the comments, 
and I support Mr. O’Connor’s wishes, and 
that is that we hold a post agenda, 
obviously dialogue is always very 
important It is important, however, to 
separate two issues. The sale of the 
system in no way is responsible for the 
increase in the rates. As a matter of feet, if 
we did not sale the system two things 
would have happened: The City of 
Pittsburgh would still be in a 55 million 
dollar deficit, and rates would actually 
increase another 6 to 8 percent, because by 
selling the system we were able to be more 
cost effective in terms of leasing, the 
additional payment and whatnot. The 
increase is directly related to the additional 
borrowing, as Councilman Cohen has 
staled properly, to the additional 
borrowing of 80 million dollars to upgrade 
the system. Now it becomes a policy 
decision. That is where I split with the 
Board on the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority, and as you stated, Mr. Ferlo, 
and I think Mr. O’Connor, 1 thought it was 
time to step back, we have already spent 
200 million dollars into the system, and 
just do basically emergency repairs, 
because it is tough out there. The City of 
Pittsburgh, I believe, is in dire straits and I 
believe the taxpayers are going through 
some poor, very difficult economic times, 
as they are doing across the country. 

As Mr. Cohen has stated about — 
the roof in my house, even though my 
shingles do not look that great and they are 
starting to dry and maybe curl up a little 
bit. I am not changing my roof until it 



actually leaks and I am not repairing my 

sidewalk until it crumbles. So, what I am 
saying is that while the part and the 
majority of the Board Members on the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority felt 
we have to continually be aggressive anH 
upgrade die system, I thought it was timg 
to step back and just do emergency repairs. 
And, that is why this dialogue is very 
good. But, I think it also states, with all 
due respect to one of my colleagues, that 
the 200 milli on dollars in the past has been 
well spent The Crawford-Roberts 
Development could not have occurred if it 
did not receive much infrastructure 
improvements by the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority. Washington T -anHing 
could not have occurred without those 
inputs, and die continued improvements 
and housing development that is going to 
happen on the South Side could not occur, 
and the one in Squirrel Hill, also, I believe, 
on the slide down, cannot occur, without 
millions of dollars horn the Pittsburgh 
Water and Sewer Authority. 

So, I guess what I am saying is, 
this dialogue is good because we are going 
to see where the money went, what 
neighborhoods want the money and what 
it is going to cost, but then hopefully this 
Council will be in support of my position 
and will be able to convince the Board, 
maybe it is time for us to step back, take a 
breath and slow down on these aggressive 
improvements on our system maybe for 
the future when things are much better 
here in the City of Pittsburgh. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman 

O’Connor. 


Mr. O’Connor: 

Well, there has been a lot of 
discussion. To answer some of your — I 
support what you said, Mr. Ricciardi, 
when we do, whatever neighborhood we 
invest in and put the sewer anH the 
water lines in, but that money should be 
coming back, with the new Crawford- 
Roberts, and et cetera, with new 
customers. So, it should be scaled on 
some kind of payment plan where that is 
an investment that would come back. 

And, then also, Mr. Ferlo, I 
remember your exact words, and I 
questioned it, too, what authority we were 
giving up. One of the main issues was in 
the December meetings, that by giving the 
water system over, that it would be much 
better managed and — I roll my eyes, too. 

The Chain 

1 never agreed with that 
Mr. O’Connor: 

The buzz word of the ‘90s is 
privatization, and if this is an indication of 
what privatization and well-run 
organizations do better than the City, then 
we are going to have to really look at that 
again and we will always have the option 
to re-address the Authority and either 
rebuild, do something that will it 
more acceptable to the taxpayers, or 
dismantle it, whatever is in our pleasure. 
Because if this is well-managed, it 
certainly does not look well-managed to 
me. 

So that was one of the reasons we 
voted for it, but that is water over the 
damn. We certainly need this meeting to 
find out where our money is going and 
how we can stop it 




The Chain 

Thank you. Councilman. 
Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Let me just add a few comments. 
First that I am disappointed and outraged 
at the size of the rates, but I, too, 
remember your discussion, when we were 
talking about - and I refuse to call it the 
sale of the water system because we did 
not sell it, it went to an Authority - well, 
it actually went to half an Authority. We 
had an Authority created where we never 
even made the official transfer over which 
should have been. We can sit here and 
argue, should it be an Authority or should 
it be the City, and that is a legitimate 
argument 1 am not so sure that I would 
vote for a pure Authority if I had the 
opportunity to do so. But, what I had the 
opportunity to do was eliminate a bogus 
back-door tax of475 milli on dollars over a 
40 year period, which worked out to about 
62 million in current values, present value 
dollars, and I am glad I did that The 
problem is, and the real tragedy about this 
tax increase is that it muddies ail of those 
waters that we just talked about and it 
really confuses the public, and it was 
unfortunate for a lot of Members here that 
wanted to try to put all the operations 
under one roof and make it an operating 
center, because the rate increases were 
quick, they were high and I think they 
probably could have been eliminated to a 
smaller amount, as Councilman Ricciardi 
pointed out with his “no” vote, and that 
they went for all of it when they really did 
not have to, and I think that is very 
unfortunate. 


But, I think the real problem we 
see here 

— and I am just going to make two 
comparisons here — I am going to have to 
talk about two Authorities, Councilman 
Cusick is on one. ALCOSAN is a County 
Authority, County-City Authority, and so 
because of that they have the benefit of 
having municipalities participate. The 
Water Authority is the City of Pittsburgh 
Authority; therefore, as you see there is a 
big problem and difficulty in trying to get 
other authorities to buy from our 
Authority. To me I would love to see a 
correlation that any municipality that opts 
in to share in ALCOSAN, which we have 
the whole City in that facility, would some 
how have to buy in to our Water and 
Sewer Authority so we can provide them 
water. The problem is that has never been 
addressed and there is no comparison. If 
we had that, then we would have the 
pressure and the leverage and the big stick 
that we need because these municipalities 
are not going to build sanitary authorities 
and they want to buy in to the big 
Authority that is here already and then we 
have the benefit of the economy of scales 
spreading this across the County. But, 
right now what you have is a very small 
municipality of 370,000 people paying for 
an infrastructure that could probably 
support the majority of this County, and 
yet ALCOSAN is here. It seems like we 
always get the bad and never get the 
benefit We can take peoples’ garbage and 
we can take peoples’ bad water but yet we 
cannot turn around and make a profit and 
have everyone share a room with the 
infrastructure and combine these water 
authorities that are out there. 

I still think the Authority could 
work if it was run properly and until that 
day happens that it is expanded outside 


this City, you are not going to see an 

improvement 

The Chain 

Thank you, Mr. Onorato. In 
preparation for this post, if we could get 
some additional information from the 
Water and Sewer Authority. 

My understanding is after Council 
voted on that transfer, the responsibility of 
the employees to PWSA, that a number of 
administrative positions were created and 
salary changes were made and things of 
that sort I would like to know more fully 
what they were, in effect I mean the 
administrative bureaucracy of Pittsburgh 
Water and Sewer Authority - well, I 
would like to see what their new budget is 
now and what was the operation prior to 
Council's transfer, because my 
understanding is all of a sudden some 
additional jobs got created and salaries 
were upgraded and things of that sort, and 
1 would like to know what happened in 
thai deal, which we also gave up the 
ability to have input on the table. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

So, what else is new in authorities? 
The Chain 

Councilman Cusick. Is this on 
another matter? 

Mr. Cusick: 

Another matter. 


The Chain 

Are we closing out this discussion 
at this point? Any other discussion? So, 
we will wait for Coun cilman O’Connor to 
work with the Clerk on scheduling a post 
agenda. Any other discussion on this if 
not, then a new issue. Councilman 
Cusick. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Yes, Mr. Ferlo. This is in regards 
to a plant closing that is currently in my 
district, the Duquesne Light facility on 
Wenzell and Banksville Road. As you 
may have read, the facility is thinking 
about — or is going to be closing and it 
may cost up to 75 jobs now represented by 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. But even more importantly, I 
think that for the most part this facility 
maintains a great portion of our City in the 
South Hills area, my district. Counc ilman 
Hertzberg’s District, Counc ilman 
Ricciardi’s District, and Councilman 
Udin’s District, and it is the facility that is 
used to respond to emergency storms and 
accidents for a large portion of the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

I would like to ask this Council to 
support me in sending a message to 
Duquesne Light that it would be a travesty 
if they were to close this facility. I have in 
front of me several letters from the 
Borough of Dormont Mayor Lloyd, and 
from the Borough of Castle Shannon, 
Mayor O’Malley, and a letter from the 
Business Manager of the Electrical 
Workers, Tim Moran. I will share these 
with you. And, I have also given you a 
copy of the article in the Post Gazette last, 
I believe, Saturday in regards to this 
matter. 




If you think it is bad now when 
something bad occurs, and especially 
when a storm is going on and there is a 
line down, and you have to get service, 
and it requires our fire to be on the scene 
until somebody from Duquesne Light can 
get there, just wait until we close our 
tunnels. Hie closest facility that would 
facilitate the South Hills area would be 
Aliquippa or McKeesport To me that 
seems to be far away from the Beechwood, 
Brookline areas. I am sure that the other 
Councilman would agree with me, that 
would be too far for them. For example, 
last Wednesday, the Fire Department 
received a call up on Sussex Avenue up in 
the Dormont area, it took them three and a 
half hours to get somebody out there. This 
is not more than several blocks away from 
the facility. Just imagine when we start 
closing tunnels and roadways that enter 
into the South Hills area the problem that 
we would have in getting response time 
that would be an adequate response time. 
During a storm we do understand that you 
have to wait for Duquesne Light to get 
there because there is a lot of additional 
things that are occurring duri ng that time 
but this would just be more of an 
inconvenience to the community, not only 
Pittsburgh, to the whole South Hills area, 
including the municipalities that lie in the 
South Hills. 

I would like to ask Council to join 
me in sending a letter and myself and my 
staff would write the letter, I would like to 
ask Council to sign on to that, that we send 
a message to Duquesne Light saying that 
we would not like to see this facility be 
closed, that we would not like to see a 
great number — 75 jobs be lost, a lot of 
those people now resi ding in the 
Pittsburgh community. So, I would just — 
I do not want to ask this in a motion form. 


just that I will be bringing the letter around 
and I would ask for your support in 
making sure that we give Mr. von Schack 
and Duquesne Light the message that this 
Council wants to keep this facility here in 
the City of Pittsburgh. 

The Chain 

Very good and we may also want 
to ask that die Public Utility Commission 
review the issue relative to the 
maintenance and safety aspects. 

Mr. Cusick: 

Mr. President, I will be offering a 
resolution next week in regards to the PUC 
and that we also send a message to the 
PUC. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. 
Councilman Udin. 

Mr. Udin: 

Yes. I would like to support 
Councilman Cusick in his efforts relative 
to the plant closing and the possibility of 
losing 75 jobs with Duquesne Light 

And, I would also like to add to 
that a similar concern of the possibility of 
a plant closing in District 6 that 1 spoke 
about at the Swearing In. There is a 
consolidation of five hospitals, Pittsburgh 
hospitals, who have their laundry done at a 
facility that they developed about 25 years 
ago and now that the hospitals want to get 
out of the laundry business they are doing 
it in such a way that might result in the 
loss of 75 jobs going to Greensburg or 
Allentown somewhere, and these are 




Pittsburgh hospitals, and I would like to 

send a message to these hospitals. 1 
understand their need to downsize and 
even perhaps to get out of the laundry 
business, but the laundry has to be done 
somewhere and they should conduct the 
transfer of this business in such a way that 
does not send the jobs out of Pittsburgh 
and does not result in a reversal of the 
wage and benefit negotiations that they 
have developed with the union over the 
last 20,25 years. So, it is similar in siz e in 
terms of 75 workers and their families, and 
I would very much like the support of 
Council in sending a message to the 
Pittsburgh hospitals to that effect 

The Chain 

Very good. If you could help draft 
up a memo, I am sure all of us would like 
to sign it with you. 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Yes. I certainly support Mr. 
Udin’s initiative. I think you may even 
want to go further, if we can follow up 
with some of the hospital personnel, 
leaders and unions; if you could lead a 
meeting with them to know how serious 
we are. Again, they are all Pittsburgh 
hospitals, they use the one laundry, I 
would imagine almost everyone is from 
the Pittsburgh area who works there, and I 
have heard there are two possibilities, 
moving out of the City to Greensburg, as 
you said, or if we can entice them to move 
Greensburg into the City. So, there are 
other options that we should all support 
you on your initiative. 

Mr. Udin: 


Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you very much. Again, 
these are large non-profits and we 
continually talk about the merits of these 
non-profits being in the City, they do not 
necessarily pay tax revenue but they do 
have the direct benefit of employment, and 
if they are going to further erode that, then 
it is going to be a great harm to the 
business life and the economic life of the 
City of Pittsburgh. 

Any other discussion? If not, I 
would like to entertain a motion to 
approve the Minutes. 

MR. CUS1CK moved to approve the 
Minutes of Thursday, June 1, 1995 and 
Tuesday, June 6,1995. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

And on the motion of MR. ONORATO 
Council adjourned. 





(BEGINNING - MR. O'CCNNOR'S CCMffiNXS ON BIIL NOS. 2075, 2077 and 
2078, WHHBSDHT, JUNE 7, 1995) 

□aurriEE ON LANDS. BOIIDINGS AND BROOIRBffiKr 

OSie Chair: 


Page 3, Lands, Buildings and Procurenent, Mr. O'Connor, 
Chairman. All these hills will be read, all four of them will 
be read as companion bills. 

RTTJ, NO. 2075 

Resolution providing for the leasing of space located at 
1350 Evers Drive, 12th Hard, from Me tropo litan Pitt sburgh 
Housing Cor p o rat io n , for the purpose of establishing a Cannunity 
Oriented Police mini station far a two-year period, at no cost 
to the City other than the use of telephones and line 
maintenance. 


Also, 

BILL NO. 2076 

Resolution pro vi ding for the leasing of space located at 
Parkway Center Mall, 1165 McKinney Lane, 20th Hard from Kossman 
Development Company, owner, for the p ur po s e of establishing a 
Cannunity Oriented Police mini station for a two-year period, at 
no cost to the City. Ihe City will assume the cost of 
utilities, not to ex ceed $50.00 per month. 

Which was read. 


Also, 

BTTIi NO. 2077 

Resolution providing for the leasing of space located at 
901 Galveston Street, 22nd Hard fran Ttesbri Development Carp., 
owner, far the purpose of establishing a Cannunity Oriented 
Police mini station, for a term of two (2) years, hbHp effective 
July 1, 1995, at no cost to the City other than use of 
telephones and telephone line maintenance. 

Which was read. 


Also, 

BILL NO. 2078 

Resolution providing for the leasing of space located at 
1926 Brownsville Road, 29th Ward from H. Wayne Weinstein, Inc., 
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owner, for the purpose of establishing a Ccnmmity Oriented 
Police mini station far a two-year period, at no re nta l cost to 
the City. The City will assume the cost of utilities, not to 
exceed $100.00 per month, and provide far r en ovat ions at a cost 
not to exceed $1,000.00. 

Which was read. 

Mr. O'Co nnor : 

Motion to ap pr o ve far discussion. 

Mr. Cohen: 


Second. 

Which motion prevailed. 
The Chair: 


Councilman O'Connor, discussion. 
Mr. O'Connor: 

The Director. 

The Chair: 


Director Miskovich. Good morning. 

Dir. Miskovich: 

Deborah Miskovich 

Directar/General Services 

City of Pittsburgh 

Good morning. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

I'll be honest with ny colleagues. I think it is a protest 
vote. I am against mini stations. Maybe half are working, 
maybe half weren't. So, it is up to you in your district. If 
it was u p to me in ny district, I only have two and I would like 
to rsnove them because I think tliey are just a loitering place 
for the officers so far. So, sane districts they may be 
positive and working in neighborhoods but I do not think they 
are working. I rather see the officer, whether it be at a gas 
station and Eat 'N Park, being around the neighbo r hoods a lot 
mare. 
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So, I an gn- fyyg to probably vote no just to protest all of 

than. 

But, I do have ana question. Do we have a beat of f i c e r in 
a sell? 

The Chair: 

Parkway Center Mall ha is referring to. 

Dir. Miskovich: 

You are asking if we have a beat officer in the mall? 

Mr. O'Co nn or: 

COP Officer. 

Dir. Miskovich: 

Resolution No. 2075 is in remington Heights. It isn't the 
mall area. 

The Chair: 


No, he is referring to 2076. 

Mr. 0'Connor: 

2076, it says it's in the — 

Dir. Miskovich: 

It is in the Parkway Center Mall, it is also in Gexmcilman 
Hertzberg's district. Ha may wait to addre s s — 

T-aH-ioc and gentlsnen — I understand Councilman O'Connor 
what your position is. 

You also recall that in Novatte r of 1994, when I came to 
this table, Mr. President Ferlo raised an issue, specifically he 
raised the issue of the COP Stations and the legislative proce s s 
that should be employed by the Atninistxation and by Council for 
placement of GOP units. That, su g g e s t ion was 100 per c en t 
enployed by “the Mayor. He placed Deputy Mayor Sal Sirabella in 
charge of the COP units and the p roce s s is as follows: — I 
believe I have addressed this previously but I will be more than 
happy to do it again. The pro c ess is that recannendatians cane 
for COP units fran Msitoers of Council, from directly fran the 
Mayor or fran the Chief of Police, Earl Buford. Those 
x^.xmie ndations are submitted to Mr. Sirabella. Mr. Sirabella 
provides me with a listing of the recanmended sites. He 
inquires as to whether or not the City will incur any financial 
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investment far inptrovement of those properties and if they are 
in ccnpliance, a very inpartant issue, with the ADA, with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, so that they would be 
accessible to ever y one. 

I then provi de a report back to Mr. Sirabella. If the 
r eport is f avo rable, he then submits it to both the Bureau of 
Police as well as to the Mayor. If the reconmendations came 
back positively I am given the go ahead to m o v e fo r w ar d with 
both preparing legislation and then doing whatever work is 
required with these units. We have one in Councilwonan 
McDonald's district, we have one in Councilman Hertzberg's 
district, we have one in Councilman Qnorato's District — 


The Chair: 


No. 


Dir. Miskovich: 

Is not 2077 — 


The Chair: 


That is Councilman Udjjl'S. 


Dir. Miskovich: 

That is. Excuse me. We have one in Councilman Udin's 
district and one in Councilman Cusick's district, 2078. 

I am prepared at this time to pr o vi de you with information 
as to whether or not thane are going to be any substantial costs 
incurred by the City. These have all been recommended 
unanimously by the Bureau of Police, by the ftdnvirn st ration - 

If you want the program and you are in agreement with the 
Mayor, I can continue to move forward. If you do not want the 
program, then simply say so, but I am here to fulfill ny 
responsibility to Council and to the Mayor, which is to provide 
you with the necessary information for the location of these COP 
units and to make sure that there are no unnece ss ary costs 
incurred by the City, and unlike what h ap pened in November when 
Mr. President raised the issue that we ne ver expend funds in a 
City property prior to Council approving the site as an 
ap pro pri ate area for a COP unit. 

Mr. Ferlo: 

Point of order. 
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The Chair: 


"Well, I can assure you, Director, that, every Mem be r will 
n you how they feel on this program. 

Point of or der. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

My only point order, because I share sane of Mr. O'Connor's 
concerns about particular locations, either — you law, if we 
have policy issues or issues involving the COP Program, ve need 
to get the Administration here or the police, I think otherwise 
let's just hold these. But, if it is only with Director 
Miskovich and it is just germane to the lo gi stics and all that 
approval proce ss , which obviously these have already net the 
means test. But, if we want to get into the policy issue again 
about COP, then let's get the police here and let's get the 
Administration here — 

The Chair: 

Ary discussion regarding — 


Mr. Ferlo: 

_otherwise we are just sitting here wasting tine I think. 


The Chair: 


Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you, Mr. Chaissan. On 2076 — and X bac k the program 
a hundred per cen t . I like the concept, Comnunity O r i e nted 
Police concept, I like the con cep t of the mini stations. But 
again, it is where they are happening and when they are 
happening, and items like that, that I am having problems with, 
particularly in City Council District 2, where this nail one, if 
it wasn't the first one in Council District 2, it was the 
second, and it is not located in a neighborhood, obviously, it 
is l oca te in the Parkway Center Mall, which is the other side 
of the building is the borderline with the City and Greentree 
Borough, and I have got neighb or hoods, including Sheraden, where 
I live, that since the tine I have been on this Council I have 
been trying to get a station there but unable to do so. And, I 
am kind of wondering what goes on at this one. 

I would pr opose to hold this one if you do not have the 
inf ormal- inn right here or if we need soneone fran the police to 
orffi ia in and say exactly why we want to have this one. I kno* 


1014 



there is a Ocmnmity Oriented Police Officer that has 
responsibility fear the Bidgecont ne i gh b orh ood, which is right 
down the hill, and Westwood is not too far fran there either, 
and if that is what they are utilizing and that is the best 
place to put than, then this is fine with me. 

Dir. Miskovich: 

Councilman Hert zberg that is a reasonable question, and as 
alwys I will provide you with a reasonable response. I am not 
in a position to be able to address the policy pro g ram for OOP 
units. X think that should appropriately be rHaraigsaafl with 
Chief Buford — 

The Chair: 


It will be. 
Dir. Miskovich: 


— and if you wish to hold these bills, then we can_ 


Mr. Ferlo: 


Only the ones that the Councilmenter has — 
The Chair: 


Well, wait. Xhe point of order with me, public safety 
questions will go to the Public Safety Department. 

Gamcilman Hertzberg, any other discussion an these bills? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

No, I ws just going to make a notion to hold 2076 for one 

wek. 


Mr. Ferlo: 

Second. 

Xhe Chair: 

All in favor? Opposed? Xhe ayes have it. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Ihe Chair: 

Ifce three bills that are on the table — does anyone else, 
any new questions, before vre go around the table again? 
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Let me just sake a cc imFnt and then I will go back to 
Councilman O'Connor. I agree with him and I agree with 
Councilsan Hertzberg. One, the CCP Program I thin k is a great 
program, pitting these officers ait in the street; tre, I have 
always been against the mini station concept, however, sene 
pop pl<=> life that idea airi as long as they are going through this 
process I will continue to vote for the location. I just think 
the mini locations set us up to fail in certain areas b ecaus e 
officers not being out, having too many mee tings , they are 
better off an the s tr eet, but that is sy personal view. 

Councilman O'Connor. 

Mr. O'Connor: 

That is basically what I want to follow up. I think the 
reason I have not r«ned or requested Councilman Cohen to have a 
post agenda yet, is I would like to give the Artni lus tration and 
the cmg f in** because the CCP Officers are r epo rt ing to 

the Tory ** now, they have supervision; I think there is a 
sergeant * rrr so many — for each district. I hope it starts 
working. Again, I lave not seen it yet, tut I am willing to 
give them t-.itie befo re re call a post agenda. 

My point is, and I would certainly support any colleague 
who to have a mini station, but personally I do not think 

they are working, at least no?. 

The Chair: 

And finally. Director, last night at the Mayor's meeting on 
tte North Side, the question came up, and I have this in writing 
three times, the Marshall-Shadeland location, the officer there 
and the neighborhood want it; re were hoping to get it on 
Shadeland Avenue; re do have a fire station there; I would like 
to use our facility; it shouldn't cost us anything, and maybe 
give him a prj n upstairs or a desk and a phone, on the Shadeland 
Avenue Fire Station. 

Dir. Miskovich: 

I know that re have propose d — inraediately to ny left is 
Mr. Jeffrey Horan, one of the deputies far the Department of 
General Services, p e rhaps he will be able to address it in more 
detail. I do recall that Marshal 1 -Shadeland COP has been 
pr oposed and re have now been given authorization to provide 
additional inf oaonation on — 

The Chair: 

I will tell you what, I will talk to Mr. Horan right after 
the meeting, hew's that? 
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Dir. Miskovich: 


One issue I will point out. It is scm et imRs inviting to 
think that we could use a City fire station car an existing 
public building far these COP units. The difficulty is that 
these buildings are oftentimes not in the condition that neke 
them acc ess ible to e v er y one. We hacve a lot of Senior Citizens 
who visit the OOP units and we have a lot of people who suffer 


The Chair: 

Well, OCBP Officers should walk to their h one s , that is vrfy 
they are on foot. 

Dir. Miskovich: 

Cut that is not the issue. 


The Chair: 


Yes, it is. 
Dir. Miskovich: 
If I may. 


The Chair: 


Yes. 


Dir. Miskovich: 

Under the Federal Act, I cannot open up a new facility 
unless it is in cccpliance with the ADA.. 

The Chair: 

It is not new, it is already oper at ing. 

Dir. Miskovich: 

Not when it is not being used at a second floor level and I 
am going to pit in ns* office space. I do not dance around the 
ADA requirements. 

The Chair: 

Well, neither do I. And, actually the ADA would not even 
allow people to dance any more with the restrictions they put 
in. 
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Put it on the first floor as you walk in. There are tw 
bins, there is only one truck, you can walk in this way; you can 
roll right up. 

Dix. Mistovich: 

Frankly, Councilman Qnorato, this is the first tine you 
have raised this issue to me — 

Hie Chair: 


We will talk about it afterwards. 

Dix. Miskovich: 

I do not know whether ox not that would be an area that 
would be ac c ess ible ox that it wuld int erfer e with the existing 
oper a ti ons . From a public safety standpoint, I c a nno t — it 
wDuld not be fair fox me to assume fox the Bureau of Fire that 
vould be an appropriate location for the police to be in and to 
invite the priblic in. 

The Chair: 

I will talk with you at our separate meeting. 

Dix. Miskovich: 

Thank you. 

The Chair: 

And, I would like to end by saying, 1 think you are doing a 
great job with all the pr e ssu re you get from the nine of us 
here. Hang in there. Direc tor . 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: CHERVi. L. WILDS 

2ZENOTSFE REPORTER 


1018 



MUNICIPAL RECORD 


Proceedings of the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 

VOL CXXIX - Jung 20, 1995 No. 26 

Tonya Payne, is Administrative Assistant 

to SalaUdin. 


So, Dontae, if you could lead us in 
the Pledge of Allegiance, please. 


Municipal Record 


ONE-HUNDRED 
TWENTY-EIGHTH COUNCIL 

JIM FEPI-ft 

LINDA M. JOHNSON-WASLER_City Clerk 

KURT J. SALAC-Asst. City Clerk 


Pittsburgh. PA 
Tuesday. June 20,1995 

PRESENT: 


Dontae Payne: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation, 
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all. 

The Chair: 

Let us now have a moment of 
silent prayer for peace throughout the 
world. 


Mr. Hertzberg 

Mr. Ricdardi 

Ms. McDonald 

Mr.Udin 

Mr. O'Coooor 

Mr. Cohen 

Mr. Ooorato 

(Pres’t Pro Tem) 

ABSENT: 

Mr. Costck 

Mr. Ferlo 

The Chair: 

(Pres’t) 


City Council’s Legislative Session 
will now come to order. 

Thank you very much. We begin 
with the Pledge of Allegiance, and I am 
very happy to have with us today, 11 year 
old Dontae Payne, who is a 6th Grader at 
Schiller Classical Academy; his mother. 


Dontae, thank you very much. We 
have flags of Pittsburgh and the United 
States to give you, and thank you very 
much. 


PRESENTATIONS 


The Chair: 

We begin with proclamations, and 
I believe we have up first Mr. Bob 
O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Thank you. Will Howard 
Slaughter and the members of CTAC 












please come up. Come on, come on, 
everybody come up; don’t be bashful. 
This looks like a good turn out This 
CTAC is on the ball. Well, come on 
around, we can double up so you all get 
on. 

I will read this proclamation: 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTS 

No. 2132 WHEREAS, the mission 
of the Community Technical Assistance 
Center (CTAC), located on Pittsburgh's 
North Side, is to strengthen the structure 
of community organizations and die skills 
of community leaders through education, 
professional guidance, financial systems, 
technical support, an extensive consultant 
network and an information center for 
community development; and, 

WHEREAS, community-based 
organizations are a critical element in 
restoring economic vitality and the 
livability of neighborhoods through such 
activities as housing and economic 
development, campaigns for public safety, 
and youth programs; and, 

WHEREAS, CTAC's Core Series 
of Workshops provides opportunities for 
community leaders to sharpen the skills 
required to build and operate effective 
community-based organizations. The 
Core Series workshops include 
Leadership, Basic Board I, Effective 
Meetings, Basic Board n, Financial 
Management, Communication Skills, 
Strategic Planning Fundraising, and Time 
Management; 

WHEREAS, the following persons 
have exhibited dedication to their 
neighborhoods through volunteer 
activities, have shown extraordinary 


commitment to expanding their skills as 
volunteer leaders and have demonstrated 
exceptional participation in CTAC's Core 
Series of Workshops: 

Brenda Calhoun, East Hills 
Community Help Operation; Grace 
Gutknecht, Fineview Citizens 
Council; Helen Mateusiak, Fineview 
Citizens Council; Louise Cramer, 
Fineview Citizens Council; Judith 
Harvey, Fineview Citizens Council; 
Tony Leyn, Community Human 
Services; Rita Leyn, Uptown 
Community Action Group; Judy 
Ruszkowski, SPERT; Jack Horgan, 
Friendship Preservation Group; 
Fred Brown, Rosedale Block 
Cluster; Paula Schultz, Brookline 
Area Community Council; and 
Filomena Conti, Brookline Area 
Community Council 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize the 
commitment and dedication of these 
neighborhood leaders who recently 
completed CTAC's core series of 
workshops and co mm end them for their 
exemplary performance to improve the 
quality of life in their co mmuni ties; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby declare Tuesday, June 20, 
1995, as "Community Te chnical 
Assistance Center Day" in the city of 
Pittsburgh. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. UDIN seconded the motion. 



Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

Doug is my assistant and he is a 
board member, and I visited your grand 
opening workshop and you do have a 
fantastic facility on the North Side, and 
really what that core does is s pread 
throughout all our communities, and I 
hope that all the leaders take your 
initiative from the community and leam 
more and improve their skills. 

And, Howard, I would like you to 
come up and accept this. 

Mr. Slaughter: 

I would like to say on behalf of 
CTAC, we are very excited about the 
initiatives for which we are involved. We 
recognize and realize the importance of 
training and providing opportunities for 
residents, as well as community-based 
organization leaders throughout the City of 
Pittsburgh. 

We also want to thank the City of 
Pittsburgh for funding us, we feel that is 
important and is a needed initiative. And, 
we certainly appreciate all of those who 
made this possible. Our Executive 
Director is here, Mr. Mark Fatla. I want to 
also say that we have Alida Baker, who is 
also here, one of our staff members. And, 
Mr. Scott Brown, one of our Board of 
Directors and Chair of the F inan ce. And, 
you have met some of the individuals who 
participated in this training. 

We want to thank all of you 
because without you it would not lave 
been possible. And, most of all, we want 
to thank Councilman O’Connor and Doug 


Shields, who serves on our Board as well. 

We appreciate the efforts and the 
opportunities. And, look to see us more 
because we will be doing more training 
and providing community, technical 
assistance for those residents throughout 
the City of Pittsburgh. Thank- you very 
much. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connon 

I would like all of the 
Councilmembers — well, why don’t you 
all come up now. They have the 
proclamation from each one of you and 
would like to take a picture with each 
Member. 

The Chain 

Should we do this by district? 

Mr. O’Connon 

Yes, we would like to do it by 

district 
The Chain 

Has anybody not had their picture 
taken at least once? Thank you very 
much. One more. 

. Thank you very much. 
Councilman O’Connor, do you want your 
next resolution to be held until 
Councilman Cusick gets back? You have 
one other with Councilman Cusick. We 
will hold that 




Councilman, I think you wanted 
yours to be last, if I recall? 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Not necessarily. 

The Chain 

Councilman Hertzberg. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Everybody involved with the West 
End work, with the Quilt of Pride and the 
mural, please step forward, all the adults 
and all the children. 

Dan Onorato, Valerie McDonald 
and myself are all Board Members of The 
Carnegie, and The Carnegie does a lot 
more than we even know about, as far as 
the libraries, the museums. And, these 
two projects that I am going to be talking 
about now were — really the centerpiece 
was a Carnegie Library located in the 
West End of the City of Pittsburgh. And, 
two different projects that were really 
great activities for the young people in the 
neighborhoods of Council District 2 took 
place there. One was the creation of a 
mural, which unfortunately we could not 
take down and bring in here; it now sits on 
Neptune Street on the Bookmobile Garage 
in the West End. The Quilt of Pride is 
here and it will be unveiled for you to see. 

But, let me read into the record the 
two proclamations here and then we can 
hear from some of the people that were 
involved and also you can see the Quilt of 
Pride. And, chronologically the mural was 
the first thin g that was done and that is 
what I will read first: 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTS 


No. 2133 WHEREAS, the West 
End Wall of Cultural Pride is a mural that 
celebrates the multicultural nature of the 
West End neighborhood, located in the 
20th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, eight high school 
students - White, African-American, and 
Asian - from the West End, Elliott, 
Chartiers, Sheraden and Westwood 
neighborhoods, as part of a summer 
employment project of The Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh’s West End Branch 
Library, spearheaded by Marlene 
Demarest, Head Librarian, worked as a 
team to create something of beauty and 
pride for the neighborhood that everyone 
can look at, identify with and leant from; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the teenagers 
coordinated their ideas with local 
Pittsburgh artist Robert Quakers, hoping 
their efforts would help create an 
atmosphere of racial harmony in their 
neighborhood; and, 

WHEREAS, funding for the 
project was provided by The Pittsburgh 
Foundadon/Howard Heinz Endowment, 
Partnerships in Education Open Doors 
Program, and the City’s 1993 Summer 
Youth Community Service and 
Employment Program; and, 

WHEREAS, the finished mural 
glows with youthful idealism and the 
students’ visions of the past, present and 
future of their neighborhood; and was 
hung on the Neptune Street Carnegie 
Library Bookmobile Garage and was 
dedicated on October 2,1993; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 



of Pittsburgh proudly acknowledges this 

beautiful work of ait and congratulates and 
thanks Charles Baux, Alex Foulds, 
Rebecca Hershberger, Lester Holmes, 
Parris Hugley, Janice Kelly. Maileah Vue, 
and Teng Vue for their contribution to 
brighten and display such a positive 
celebration in their community. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. UDIN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

And, now the Quilt of Pride: 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTS 

No. 2134 WHEREAS, on 
Saturday, January 21, 1995, a dedication 
service and the unveiling of the QUILT 
OF PRIDE took place at the West End 
Branch of the Carnegie Library, in the 
20th Ward of the City of Pittsburgh; and, 

WHEREAS, Head Librarian, 
Marlene Demarest, developed this project 
to address the needs of area grade school 
children for after school activities, and to 
facilitate supervisory skills in teen aides; 
and, 

WHEREAS, funding was provided 
by Open Doors Allegheny Policy, along 
with donations &om local churches, 
businesses, and Friends of the Library, 
West End Branch; 

WHEREAS, Middle School 
student-aides helped third to fifth grade 


students in choosing books, reading, and 

art instruction; and, 

WHEREAS, this combined effort 
brought forth the spirit of multicultural 
cooperation, neighborhood pride, and 
artistic expression; and, 

WHEREAS, this special QUILT 
OF PRIDE with a centerpiece depicting a 
tree motif called “The Giving Tree”, 
culminated the work of 22 students from 
the Western neighborhoods, fiber artist 
and teacher Janet Lorini, supervisor 
Deborah Kelly, library volunteers, and 
area parents; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh applauds and gives sincere 
praise to all the participants for their 
beautiful individual paintings, stitched 
together to make one Quilt of Pride; and, 

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
encourages the residents of the 
neighborhoods to view this outstanding 
artwork when it is displayed in their local 
schools, churches, businesses, and the 
main Carnegie Library in Oakland. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I would first like to turn to Marlene 
Demarest, whose name you heard in there 
a lot; she is our librarian at the West End 
Branch of the Carnegie Library. 




First let me present these to you, 

Marlene. 

Ms. Demarest: 

Thank you. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

And, we also have one copy for 
each of the individuals involved. 

Ms. Demarest: 

Wonderful. I would just like to 
thank Alan Hertzberg and City Council for 
allowing us to recognize this absolutely 
wonderful bunch of young people from the 
western communities. I think we have not 
always been recognized, and I think we 
have shown that with good leadership, 
wonderful teachers, Janet Lorini and 
Robert Quakers, that we can produce 
communal pieces of art fiat will last 
many, many years in West End, that 
everyone can enjoy and that everyone can 
leam from. I am just very impressed with 
the quality of our young people and I 
recognize all of them. 

And, there are a couple others here 
that would like to speak, and I will give 
them the opportunity here. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

On the Quilt of Pride project, Janet 
Lorini was the art teacher; would you like 
to talk a little bit about that project, Janet, 
and thank you very much for all the help. 

Ms. Lorini: 

I do not have the words to tell you 
how meaningful this experience was to 


me; it was a kind of impetus to continue 
on with the idea of creating community art 
by children for the future and it was a 
wonderful learning experience for 
everyone involved and it is timeless, it will 
goon. 

And, I would like to thank all of 
you for your support and encouragement 
in continuing in this idea of art for the 
community. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Two of the young ladies that 
participated in making this Quilt of Pride, 
which we are going to keep you in 
suspense on for a couple more minutes 
before we unveil it, they would like to 
talk. 

Anna Leise, would you like to say 
something? 

Anna Leise: 

Both of us. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Oh, both at the same time. Anna 
Leise and Katie. 


Anna Leise & Katie: 

The Quilt of Pride was a very hard 
project but all of us children got through 
and managed. 



First we had to draw designs on a 

piece of paper, then we iron them down on 
fabric; then we had to paint over the 
fabric. We added jewels and different 
buttons to make it snazzier. Then we 
stuffed the patches. 

We would like to have a special 
t h a nk s to Ms. Kelly, Ms. Lorini and Ms. 
Demarest, for their hard work in trying to 
organize our project On behalf of all the 
children who helped in this we would like 
to say thank you and we are rilled with 
pride. 

The Chain 

Wonderful teamwork; that was 

great 

Now do we get to see the quilt? 
Let’s open it up. Look at that, it’s 
beautiful. That is beautiful. That is great 
Hopefully the cameras will get this. 

Ms. Lorini: 

The center of the quilt is a square 
that was produced by Marlene’s mother 
and in the process of creating this quilt 
Marlene had to help her mother move 
from the home into a nursing home anH 
her mother passed away during this week, 
and the children decided that would be the 
center piece for their quilt And, then after 
we had accumulated all the visual data 
each of us signed a piece of cloth, and then 
I sewed all the pieces together by hand. I 
used a mile and two-thirds of thread. 

The Chain 

That is beautiful. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

As I said, we were not able to bring 
the mural down here, but I would like to 
have one of the young men who 
participated say a few words. Lester 
Holmes. 

Lester Holmes: 

First, giving honor to God, who 
made all of this very possible, I would just 
like to say that the mural, just like the 
quilt, was a lot of hard work, and when I 
first got asked to be involved in the mural 
project, I told Marlene, I never painted 
anything in my life. I need a ruler just to 
draw a straight line. But, she did not listen 
to me. So, I got on the project and I 
learned how to paint in the process anH 
plus I did some writing for the mural, 
which can be read today. 

The only thing I would like to say 
is it would behoove the City of Pittsburgh 
to invest more time and finances to 
projects such as these, not only because 
they are multicultural, they will help to kill 
stereotypes that we embed into our tiegrfc* 
for generations about each others culture 
and society. So, it would help the City as 
a whole, the State of Pennsylvania anH as a 
nation to invest more tim e and money into 
these projects. 

And, I would suggest to all the 
Council people to talk to the people that 
are in their respective districts and put 
money into projects s imilar to ours. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 


Thanks everybody. 





The Chain 

Thank you. Thank you all for 
coming down for a beautiful project 
Wonderful. 

Council woman McDonald, please. 
Ms. McDonald: 

As the children and the adults are 
sitting, I just wanted to say that this is one 
of the nicest resolutions that we have had. 

1 want to co mm end Councilman 
Hertzberg, because quilts are beautiful, 
especially when they are made with our 
hands, and with our hearts. 

I think the words that the young 
man spoke were right on target And, 
again, you all are to be very much so 
commended. I just wish we could steal it 
for a day but — where — is it going to be 
displayed anywhere in die City? 

Ms. Demarest: 

Now that I have got the quilt off 
the wall, which was hard for me to do, I 
am going to take it to the main library in 
Oakland and display it there, and it will 
probably maybe go up like next week. 
And, it will probably be there a couple of 
weeks. 

So, if any of you want to take a 
look at it there, we would be delighted. 
And, I think I might even display a copy 
of the resolution with it And, I do have a 
poster that indicates it is made it West End 
and Ms. Lorini’s nam e and so on. And, 
then I would like to get it to the churches 
that were wonderful in our neighborhood 
about supporting this. I think it would 


make a wonderful sermon to have that 
hung. 

And, to talk about individual — 1 
think the significant thing of both these 
projects was the fact that these were 
individual artists, who trusted each other 
enough to combine it to make a whole. 
Certainly the mural reflects talent and 
artists are jealous of their talent, and yet 
they put it together and they trusted each 
other to make it in to a piece of 
community art, and both of these art 
objects do reflect that 

And, you all are welcome to come 
over to West End, drive past the 
Bookmobile garage and see the mural, it 
still glows. It is absolutely beautiful. 

And — but, that is a long answer to 
your question. I’m sorry. 

Ms. McDonald: 

That is okay. That was good to go. 
Thank you very much, Marlene. 

Ms. Demarest: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Do you want to add 
something? Sure. Come on. 

Lester Holmes: 

I do apologize, but I would be 
remiss if I didn’t say that several people 
from the mural project are now attending 
colleges are ait schools. I myself am 
attending Wilbert Ford University of Ohio, 
the first African-American college in this 



nation. My partner Rebecca Hershberger 

is attending Slippery Rock University, 
Parris Hugley is a student now at Pitt 
University, Maileah Vue is now a student 
at Carlow University, and the other people 
are attending art schools around the State 
of — Janice is attending art school in 
Philadelphia, I believe. So, it goes to 
show you that this endeavor will help you 
go on to further your education. 

The Chain 

That is great Congratulations. 
That is great 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 


Councilwoman McDonald. Do 
you have any proclamations? 

Ms. McDonald: 

Oh, yes. Just two to be read into 
the record. President Pro Tem. 

The Chain 

Thank you, Councilwoman. 

ms. McDonald presents 

No. 2135 WHEREAS, on June 
17th and 18th, 1995, WAMO will hold its 
second annual Juneteenth celebration; and, 

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is the 
annual ethnic celebration of emancipation 
which takes place over the course of a 


weekend in June each year in cities across 

the United States; and, 

WHEREAS, after President 
Lincoln issued die Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 1863, General 
Gordon Granger of Union Army was 
dispatched to deliver the news to Texas, 
but he did not arrive in Galveston until 
June 19, 1865. It took two years, six 
months, and eighteen days for word of 
emancipation to reach Texas African 
Americans; and, 

WHEREAS, WAMO has lined up 
two days of musical entertainment for the 
entire family to enjoy. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby recognize anH 
commend WAMO for taking the 
leadership role in introducing “Juneteenth” 
to Pittsburgh. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
hereby declares the weekend of June 16 
thru June 18,1995 as “Juneteenth Days” in 
the City of Pittsburgh. 

MS. McDONALD moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. UDIN seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chair: 

And, Linda, the C hair Presents, 

please. 

MR. COHEN PRESENTS 




No. 2137 WHEREAS, all fo rms of 
discrimination undermine the fundamental 
principle of civil rights on which this 
nation was founded: that all men and 
women are equal under the law; and, 

WHEREAS, during the month of 
June, “Pride” celebrations are held all 
across this country in recognition of the 
“Stonewall Riots,” the birth of the modem 
gay liberation movement 25 years ago; 
and, 

WHEREAS, over the past two 
de cades, the rich ethnic, social and cultural 
heritage of our City has been further 
enriched by the emergence of the lesbian, 
gay and bisexual community, which has 
become more visible and active in 
promoting the rights of sexual minorities; 
and, 

WHEREAS, “We Are Your 
Neighbors" is the theme for the Pittsburgh 
Lesbian. Gay and Bisexual Pride 
Celebration “95,” a community festival 
which will take place on June 24, 1995 at 
Mellon Park in Point Breeze, following a 
parade through Shadyside; and, 

WHEREAS, the Three Rivers 
Pride Committee is sponsoring related 
charitable events during this week, 
including a food drive where cam of non¬ 
perishables will be collected for the benefit 
of the Metropolitan Community Church 
Food Bank, Womansplace, and the 
Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force.. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh commends and congratulates 
the Three Rivers Pride Committee for 
organizing this important Celebration; and. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh 
does hereby proclaim Saturday, June 24, 
1995 as Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Day 
in the City of Pittsburgh. 

MR. ONORATO moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR- O’CONNOR seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

That completes our proclamations, 
I believe, except. I’m sorry. Councilman 
O’Connor. I did not know whether you 
meant to hold it a week or hold it until the 
end of the meeting. 

Mr. O’Connon 

No, I am sony. 

Will Margaret Philbin and 
Maureen Durkin please come up from the 
Ancient Order of Hibe rnians . 

The Chain 

We wouldn’t want to miss the 
Ancient Order of Hibe rnian^ that’s for 
sure. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Come on up. The Ladies’ Chapter. 
The Men’s Chapter is late. They didn’t 
make it today. That’s all right, you are 
much better looking than the guys that 
we’re waiting for. 

This is a big event coming up in 
June, June 25th, really. That’s next 


Sunday. It is coining fester than I thought 

it was. 

MESSRS. O’CONNOR AND CUSICK 
PRESENT 


No. 2138 WHEREAS, on Sunday, 
June 25, 1995, from 12 Noon until 10 PM 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians County 
Board, in cooperation with county Irish 
Organizations and co mmunit ies will hold 
it’s 90th Annual Irish Day Picnic at the 
South Park Fairgrounds; and, 

WHEREAS, the all day event will 
include live Irish music and Irish step - set 
- Ceili dancing, Irish foods and 
refreshments, and children activities; and, 

WHEREAS, the event will also 
include a Gaelic football match , a 
Camogie game. Children’s activities, Irish 
vendors, softball challenge, sky divers, a 
tug of war, dart contest and Irish 
organization displays. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh hereby commends and 
honors the efforts of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians County Board to promote and 
preserve the culture and traditions of their 
Irish heritage. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 


Mr. O’Connor: 

And, we are guaranteed no snow 
that day, right, in June? And, I am very 
excited about the softball challenge. I 
know I am playing in it, I think 
Councilman “O’Onorato” is going to be in 
it 

The Chain 

Cohen might even be in it 
Mr. O’Connor: 

We’re going to invite O’Cohen, 
O’Udin over there, O’Sala. We got an 
O’McDonald and O’Hertzberg. So, we 
should all be playing in that softball game 

The Chain 

Congratulations. 

Mr. O’Connon 

Tell them about it 

Ms. Philbin: 

This is the 91st year for the Irish 
Day Festival. We urge everyone to come 
out, the more the merrier. It is a great day 
of fun, music, dance, and as Councilman 
O’Connor said, the hi ghlig ht of the day 
will be he and Councilman Cusick 
showing off their prowess on the softball 
field. Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. Best of luck for a 
successful day. Good luck. Good luck to 
you. 





One more to be read in the record, 

I believe, by Councilman O’Connor. 

MESSRS. O’CONNOR AND CUSICK 
PRESENT 

No. 2139 WHEREAS, Joe Cahill 
was bom in Belfast in May, 1920, and 
educated by the Irish Christian Brothers, 
and during his early years he witnessed 
some of the bloodiest anti-Catholic 
pogroms in Belfast, and joined na Flanna 
Elreann as a teenager and at the age of 
eighteen, joined the Irish Republican 
Army, and, 

WHEREAS, on April 6, 1945, 
along with five other volunteers, he was 
arrested during an operation in which a 
member of the RUC was killed and all six 
volunteers were tried and sentenced to 
death, and, 

WHEREAS, in August the 
sentence of five volunteers was commuted 
to life imprisonment; the sixth, Tom 
Williams, was executed in Belfast Prison 
on September 2,1942, and, 

WHEREAS, under a phased 
amnesty all IRA prisoners were eventually 
released, Joe received his freedom in 
October 1949 and again became active in 
the Republican movement, and married 
Annie Magee in 1958 and they became the 
parents of six daughters and one son, and, 

WHEREAS, during the Border 
Campaign Joe was again imprisoned from 
1957 to 1961 and after his release he once 
again resumed activity in the Republican 
movement and later in the Civil Rights 
Campaign, and. 


WHEREAS, when the 1969 IRA 
split occurred, Joe joined the Provisionals, 
and the next year traveled to the United 
States to found Irish Northern Aid with 
whose members he has retained close and 
affectionate ties, and in 1973 he was 
arrested on board the “Claudia” for 
attempting to import weapons into Ireland, 
and his 3-year sentence was cut short 
when he developed a heart condition in 
1975, and, 

WHEREAS, despite a serious bout 
with cancer in 1988, Joe remains an active 
Republican, and today he is Joint National 
Treasurer of Sinn Fein. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Council of the City 
of Pittsburgh does hereby acknowledge the 
struggle of Irish Nationalists and the 
dedication of Joe Cahill in his fight for 
peace in Ireland. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to adopt the 
resolution. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

That I believe completes the 
proclamations; does it not? Are there any 
other proclamations out there? 

We turn to Presentation of Papers. 
Counc ilman Hertzberg for myself for 
Public Safety, please. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. President. 



MR. HERTZBERG FOR MR. COHEN 

PRESENTED 

No. 2140 Resolution anthcri^ g 
the transfer of Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars from Code Account 1421-4, EMS 
Trust Fund Transfer, to Emergency 
Medical Services Trust Fund (EMSTF), 
for wages for EMS Paramedics, Crew 
Chiefs and Supervisors. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 2141 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts; or the use of 
existing contract or contracts to purchase 
fire hose for the Bureau of Fire. Total cost 
shall not exceed $40,000, chargeable to 
and pavable from the Department of 
Public Safety, Bureau of Fire, Code 
Account 1464, Equipment 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Safety Services. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to suspend 
Rule 8 b> providing for consideration of 
the bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

MR. HERTZBERG FOR MR. CUSICK 
PRESENTED 

No. 2142 Resolution amending 
Resolution #99, effective March 14, 1995, 
entitled, “Providing for an agreement or 


agreements, or use of existing agreements 

and/or a contract or contracts, or use of 
existing contracts, and providing for the 
purchase of equipment and materialc in 
connection with the Rehabilitation of 
Existing Play Areas,” by increasing the 
total project allocation by $507,453.04 
from $1,000,000.00 to $1,507,453.04. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Co mmitt ee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR. HERTZBERG moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
was introduced so the bill will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. ONORATO seconded the motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 2143 Resolution providing for 
the i ssua n ce of a warrant in favor of 
Pittsburgh Restoration Services in the 
amount of $1,104.33 in payment of 
emergency repairs to the Flagstone Paving 
at the Riverview Time Capsule; charging 
the same to Code Account 3-13-74-0002- 
94. 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Finance and Budget 

Also, 

No. 2144 Resolution amending 
Resolution #161, effective March 22, 

1995, entitled, “Providing for an 
agreement or agreements, or use of 
existing agreements with a consultant or 




consultants for engineering services in 
connection with the Design of Phase II, of 
the reconstruction of Fifth Avenue,” by 
providing for the partial front funding of 
said project at a cost not to exceed 
$800,000.00, chargeable to and payable 
from Code Account EC95-532, 3-13-01- 
0372-95. 

Also, 

No. 2145 Resolution amending 
Resolution #115, effective March 1, 1994, 
entitled, “Providing for an agreement or 
agreements, or use of existing agreements, 
with a consultant or consultants, for 
engineering services in connection with 
the design of the rehabilitation of the 
McArdle Roadway Viaducts #1 and #2; 
providing for a Reimbursement Agreement 
or Agreements with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Department of 
Transportation,” providing for the partial 
front funding of this project 

Also, 

No. 2146 Resolution providing for 
a contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts and/or an agreement or 
agreements, or use of existing agreements, 
for construction and construction 
inspection services in connection with the 
rehabilitation of the Schenley Park over 
Panther Hollow Bridge; providing for a 
Reimbursement Agreement or Agreements 
with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation;;chargeable 
to and payable from the Schenley Park 
over Panther Hollow Bridge Trust fund. 
Cost not to exceed $5,300,000.00. 

Also, 


No. 2147 Resolution further 
amending Resolution #973, effective 
January 1, 1995, as amended, entitled, 
“Adopting and approving the 1995 Capital 
Budget and the 1995 Community 
Development Block Grant Progr am ; and 
approving the 1995 through 2000 Capital 
Improvement Program,” by increasing EC 
95-68 by $5,050,000.00 and by amending 
the title to “Schenley Park over Panther 
Hollow Bridge Trust Fund Transfer”. 

Also, 

No. 2148 Resolution providing for 
the creation of a special trust fund to be 
known as the “Schenley Park over Panther 
Hollow Bridge Trust Fund” for the deposit 
of funds and reimbursements to be used 
for the Rehabilitation of the Schenley Park 
over Panther Hollow Bridge. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on Engineering and 
Construction. 

MR. HERTZBERG PRESENTED 

No. 2149 Resolution authorizing 
the Council of the City of Pittsburgh to 
form a Commission for the purpose of 
identifying members of the City Youth 
Amateur Ice Hockey Team specified in 
Paragraph 3.03C of the Lease Agreement 
with Neville Ice Arena, Inc.— 
(SPONSORED BY MR. HERTZBERG) 

Which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Parks, Recreation and 
Youth Policy. 

MR HERTZBERG moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bill only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bill 
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was introduced so the bill will be on the 

agenda this Wednesday. 

MR. RICCIARDI seconded the motion. 
Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

Before we move to Councilwoman 
McDonald, Linda, if you do not mind I 
am going to turn this meeting over to our 
able Finance Chair, Mr. Dan Onorato. I 
had a prior scheduled meeting that I have 
to attend but hopefully I will be back 
before this meeting is over. 

Councilman Onorato. 

Mr. Onorato: 

Thank you. 

The Chain 

Thank you. 

(At this point Mr. Cohen leaves the 
meeting and Mr. Onorato assumes the 
Chair) 

The Chain 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

No New Papers, Mr. Onorato. 

The Chain 

This is a trick question today, 
Councilwoman. 


Ms. McDonald: 

Musical chairs. 

The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor. 

Mr. O’Connor: 

No New Papers. 

The Chain 

Councilman O’Connor for myself. 
MR. O’CONNOR FOR MR. 
ONORATO PRESENTED 

No. 2150 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$35,000 to Josephine Jackson c/o Stanley 
V. Ostrow, Esquire, her attorney, 1500 
One PPG Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, in 
full and final settlement of an accident that 
occurred at the intersection of Liberty 
Avenue and Sixth Street, allegedly 
resulting from an unmarked police car 
striking a pedestrian crossing the street 
with tire right-of-way and within the 
designated crosswalk, on or about 
February 21,1993. 

Also, 

No. 2151 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with various 
agencies for job development and 
employment services in connection with 
the 1995 Neighborhood Employment 
Program, total costs shall not exceed 
$250,000.00. 

Also, 






No. 2152 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with various 
agencies for job development and 
employment services, job related 
vocational skills training, on-the-job 
training and related outreach and 
recruitment costs in connection with the 
1995 Pittsburgh Partnership Employment 
Program. Total costs shall not exceed 
$50,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 2153 Resolution providing the 
authorization to make all legitimate 
administrative expenditures necessary to 
implement the Pittsburgh Partnership 
Employment Program; providing for the 
periodic transfer of funds to reimburse for 
program administrative costs incurred, and 
providing for the periodic transfer of funds 
to be used for wages and hinge benefits 
for participants of the Pittsburgh 
Partnership Employment Prog ram . Total 
costs shall not exceed $150,00.00. 

Also, 

No. 2154 Resolution providing for 
an agreement or agreements with various 
agencies for the implementation of the 
1995 Pittsburgh/summer Youth 
Employment Program; and providing for 
periodic transfer of funds to reimburse 
agencies for legitimate expenditures 
incurred, total costs shall not exceed 
$85,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 2155 Resolution providing for 
authorization to make all legitimate 
expenditures for wages and hinge benefits 
for supervisor/participant, workers 
compensation. unemployment 


compensation, participant physicals, 
transportation, copier, supplies, related 
outreach and recruitment costs, and 
administrative expenditures necessary to 
implement the 1995 Pittsburgh 
Partnership/Summer Youth Employment 
Progr am ; providing for the periodic 
transfer of funds to reimburse for 
expenditures and providing for the 
periodic payment of costs incurred in the 
1995 Pittsburgh Partnership/Summer 
Youth Employment Program thereof. 
Total costs shall not exceed $415,000.00. 

Also, 

No. 2156 Resolution providing for 
the filing of an application or applications 
by the City of Pittsburgh with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for a 
grant or grants in connection with the Joint 
Jobs Initiative Program Single Point of 
Contact Project; providing for the 
execution of grant contracts and for the 
filing of requisitions and other data; 
approving the Joint Jobs Initiative 
Progr am Single Point of Contact Project 
Plan; providing for required assurances; 
providing for execution of payment 
vouchers and for certification of 
authorized signatures; providing for a 
contract or contracts with various 
agencies/employers for services and 
programs related to training and 
employment for the Joint Jobs Initiative 
P r ogr am projects; and providing for the 
deposit of funds into a bank account 
Total costs shall not exceed 
$2,170,311.00. 

Also, 

No. 2157 Resolution providing for 
the filing of an application or applications 
by the City of Pittsburgh with the U.S. 



Department of Labor and/or 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for a 
grant or grants in connection with the Job 
Training Partnership Act; providing for the 
execution of grant contracts and for the 
filing of requisitions and other da ta; 
providing for the appointment of the 
Private Industry Council and authorization 
for the Private Industry Council and the 
City of Pittsburgh to enter into agreements 
authorized by the Job Training Partnership 
Act, as amended; providing for required 
assurances; providing for execution of 
payment vouchers and for certification of 
authorized signatures; providing for a 
contract or contracts with various 
agencies/employers for services and 
programs related to training and 
employment for the Job Training 
Partnership Act Projects; and providing for 
the deposit of funds into a bank account, 
total costs shall not exceed $1,136,334.00. 

MR. O’CONNOR moved to suspend 
Rule 8 by providing for consideration of 
the bills only until or after the calendar day 
following the meeting in which the bills 
were introduced so the bills will be on the 
agenda this Wednesday. 

MR HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Also, 

No. 2158 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$5,000.00 to Bruce H. Gelman, Esquire, 
Gelman & Reisman, Suite 1701 Law & 
Finance Building, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, 
in full and final settlement of the age 
discrimination claim of James Deighan. 


Also, 

No. 2159 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$3,123.40 to Billie Jean Smith, c/o Emilio 
P. Fastuca, Esquire, her attorney, 429 
Forbes Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, in 
full and final settlement of an alleged slip 
and fell that occurred on the steps between 
Natchez Street and Maple Terrace Street 
leading to Belonda Street in the City of 
Pittsburgh on or about January 27,1992. 

Also, 

No. 2160 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a $1,614.96 warrant in 
fevor of Duquesne Light Com pany for 
property damage incurred by a City refuse 
vehicle, charging same to Code Acco unt 
No. 46, Judgments. 

Also, 

No. 2161 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$27,500.00 to Edmund Rafalko and 
Jacqueline Rafelko, his wife, c/o W illiam 
A. Weiler, Sr., Esquire, Weiler & Weiler, 
4762 Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15224, in full and final settlement of 
alleged personal injuries regarding an 
accident occurring on the Pittsburgh Zoo 
Moving Walkway, on or about April 17, 
1992. 

Also, 

No. 2162 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$75,000.00 to David R. Crider, c/o James 
E. DePasquale, Esquire, his attorney, 930 
Grant Building, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, in 
full and final settlement of an accident that 
occurred at the intersection of Windgap 






Avenue and Summerdale Street, allegedly 
resulting from improper signage and 
overgrown foliage, on or about July 23, 
1993. 

Also, 

No. 2163 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$13,000 to Mary Clark Curry, do Mary E. 
Milsop, Esquire, her attorney. One Oxford 
Centre, 36th Floor, 301 Grant Street, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219, in full and final 
settlement of a trip and fall accident that 
occurred on the sidewalk in front to 2200 
Centre Avenue, allegedly resulting from 
disrepair, on or about June 2,1981. 

Also, 

No. 2164 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$5,000 to Richard Albanese, do Glen D. 
Dolfi, Esquire, his attorney, 4762 Liberty 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15224, in full and 
final settlement of an accident that 
occurred at the intersection of Coral and 
Stafford Streets, allegedly resulting from a 
police wagon traveling through a stop sign 
without lights or sirens, on or about July 
13,1991. 

Also, 

No. 2165 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$20,000 to the Estate of William Cousins, 
do Glen D. Dolfi, Esquire, his attorney, 
4762 Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15224, in full and final settlement of an 
accident that occurred at the intersection of 
Coral and Stafford Streets, allegedly 
resulting from a police wagon traveling 
through a stop sign without lights or 
sirens, on or about July 13,1991. 


Also, 

No. 2166 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$5,000 to Robert Perry, do Eric Solomon, 
Esquire, his attorney, Carb & Solomon, 
1304 Fifth Avenue, Suite 100, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15219, in full and final settlement of 
an accident that occurred on Carson Street, 
allegedly resulting when Plaintiffs car hit 
a patch of ice caused by water from 
overhead construction work and lost 
control of the vehicle, on or about 
February 2,1992. 

Also, 

No. 2167 Resolution providing for 
the issuance of a warrant in the sum of 
$7,000 to Laurie Schafer, do James B. 
Cole, Esquire, her attorney, 2100 Law & 
Finance Building, Pittsburgh, PA 15219, 
in full and final settlement of an accident 
that occurred at the Grandview Park, 
allegedly resulting from a broken swing 
set, on or about March 3,1990. 

Also, 

No. 2168 Resolution providing for 
the conveyance by the City of Pittsburgh 
of certain property, under Act No. 171 of 
1984, entitled, “Second Class City 
Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11, 1984, having been 
placed for sale to adjoining property 
owners in conjunction with the City of 
Pittsburgh/NeighborFair Sideyard 

Program. 

Which were severally read and referred to 
the Committee on F inanc e and Budget 

MR. RICCIARDI PRESENTED 



No. 2169 Resolution granting unto 

the Board of Education, City of Pittsburgh, 
Office of Business Affairs/Facilities, 155 
North Craig Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, 15213, their successors and 
assigns, an encroachment to construct, 
m a intain and use at their own cost and 
expense, a sewer lateral easement under a 
portion of the sidewalk on the north side 
of Forbes Avenue in the 14th Ward, 8th 
Council District of the City of Pittsburgh 
Also, 

No. 2170 Resolution granting unto 
Nova Dental Associates, P.C., Attention 
Michael Wolf; 4600 Liberty Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15224, their 
successors and assigns, an encroachment 
to construct, maintain and use at their own 
cost and expense, a Ere escape on a 
portion of the right-of-way along Taylor 
Street in the 8th Ward, 7th Council 
District of the City of Pittsburgh. 

Which were read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Works, Water and 
Environmental Services. 

The Chain 

That concludes our Presentations 
of Papers. We move to Unfinished 
Business. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


The Chain 

And, we do have one point of 
business here and that is the re¬ 
appointment of Linda Cobb to the 
Magistrate Court. If the Clerk will read 
the bill and then we will call for a vote. 


THE CHAIR PRESENTS " 

No. 2092 Resolution approving 
the Re-Appointment of LINDA A. COBB, 
50 E. Marshall Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15214, as a Member of the City of 
Pittsburgh’s Magistrate Court, with a term 
to expire December 31,1998. 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Coun cilman Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Motion to approve with discussion. 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

Which motion prevailed. 


The Chain 

Councilman Ricciardi, discussion. 
Mr. Ricciardi: 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. I am in full 
support of the nomination of Linda Cobb. 
I think she brings to the bench nin* years 
of experience. And, also for the record. 
Chief Magistrate Donald Machen was with 
us last week and highly endorses her re¬ 
appointment, and that means a lot to me, 
because here we have the boss of the Court 
saying that she is doing a fine job and she 
should be re-appointed. So, I am in full 
support of this re-appointment today. 

The Chain 








Thank you. Any other discussion? 
Roll call vote. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 6 


Mr. Ricciardi 
Mr.Udin 
Mr. Onorato 

NOES none 


And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the re¬ 
appointment of Linda Cobb was approved. 

The Chain 

I have one other point of order that 
I want to discuss under Unfinished 
Business. 

Last week we talked about a 
meeting with the School Board. I am 
pleased to say I met with at least four of 
them at different events, and they made it 
very clear to me that they do want to meet 
with us, they do want to discuss issues 
with us, particularly the busing issue and 
possibly the funding from Harrisburg and 
joining lobbying. So, I was pleased to 
hear that. There is a date set, it is 
Wednesday, June 28th, 1995, time 4 
o’clock in City Council C ham bers. The 
letter has gone out to every Member, it has 
been FAXed and mailed, and also a post 
agenda has been put in all of your 
mailboxes. 

We now move to Reports of 
Committees. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The Chain 

We start with the Committee on 
Finance and Budget, Councilman 
O’Connor for myself. 

Mr. O’Connor; 

Mr. Onorato. 

MR. O’CONNOR FOR MR. 
ONORATO PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2171 

Report of the Committee on Finance and 
Budget for June 14, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 

Bill No. 2080 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $2000.00 
warrant in favor of Christopher Passodelis 
for property damage due to a water main 
break, charging same to Code Account No. 
46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 


BUI No. 2081 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $778.96 
warrant in favor of Richard Higgins in 
settlement of claim for automobUe 
da mag e, chargeable to Code Account No. 
46, Judgments ” 




Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2082 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $47,500 to Leon W. Howard, 
Jr., c/o James Goldman, Esquire, Suite 
1125, Giant Building, Pittsburgh, PA 
15219, in full and final settlement of 
alleged personal injuries and property 
da mag e due to a vehicle accident which 
occurred on the Bloomfield Bridge on or 
about December 17, 1990” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2083 


Timothy Zetde c/o Eric F. Solomon, 

Esquire, 1034 Fifth Avenue, Suite 100, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219, in full and final 
settlement of alleged personal injuries 
occurring at the Pittsburgh Zoo on or 
about July 29,1992.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $25,000 to Kenneth L. Starr 
and Lee Ann Starr c/o Barry M. Simpson, 
Esquire, Ecker, Rome & Simpson, 300 
Benedum-Trees Buildin g , 223 Fourth 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, in full and 
final settlement of alleged personal 
injuries and property damage due to a 
vehicle accident which occurred at the 
intersection of Liberty Avenue and 28th 
Street on or about July 1,1992 ” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2084 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a warrant in 
the sum of $12,000 to Kelly Zetde and 


Ayes: 

Mr. Hertzberg 
Ms. McDonald 
Mr. O’Connor 

AYES 6 


Mr. Ricdardi 
Mr.Udin 
Mr. Onorato 

NOES none 


And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmati ve 
the bills passed finall y 

Also, 

Bill No. 2085 

A Resolution endtied, “Resolution 
providing for the conveyance by the City 
of Pittsburgh of certain property under Act 
No. 171 of 1984, entitled, “Second Class 
City Treasurer Sale and Collection Act”, 
effective December 11,1984.” 




Which was read. 


Also 

BUI No. 2100 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the transfer of SI5,000 from 
Code Account 1448, Miscellaneous 
Services, to the Mounted Police Trust 
Fund, Bureau of Police, Department of 
Public Safety ” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills' 7 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
read> for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote * no“ The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeabh to law, and were: 

Ayes 

Mr Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms McDonald Mr. Udin 

Mr. O'Connor Mr. Onorato 

AYES 6 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the issuance of a warrant in 
favor of Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh in 
the amount of $8,000 for the purpose of 
establishing an Imprest Fund for the 
Bureau of Police, Department of Public 
Safety. Said Imprest Fund shall be 
reimbursed periodically upon submission 
of approved documentation to the City 
Controller and shall be chargeable and 
payable from Code Account Mounted 
Police Trust Fund in the Department of 
Public Safety.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bfil No. 2112 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the issuance of a $864.00 
warrant in favor of Kenneth Carter for 
missing personal property, charging same 
to Code Account No. 46, Judgments.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair; 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

I would just like my comments 
brought forward on Bill No. 2112. 


Also, 


(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 



The Chain 

August 24, 1993, by Resolution No. 1219, 

Any other discussion? Hearing 
none, the bills are now ready for final 
action. All in favor of die passage of the 
bills will vote “aye” when their names are 
called; all opposed will vote “no”. The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

effective November 1, 1993, by 

Resolution No. 755, effective October 19, 
1994, by Resolution No. 846, effective 
November 4, 1994 and by Resolution No. 
937, effective December 7, 1994, entitled, 
‘Providing for the filing of a Community 
Development statement by die City of 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Pittsburgh with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for a 
grant in connection with the 1993 CDBG 

Ayes: 

Program,’ so. as to decrease a line item in 
“City Council” and create a line item in 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Udin 

Mr. O’Connor Mr. Onorato 

the Department of Public Works (Picket 

Fence ProgramY” 

Which was read. 

AYES 6 NOES none 

The Chain 

And there being two-thirds of the 
votes of Council being in the affirmative, 
the bills passed finally. 

And, there are three companion 
bills that will be read when we get to the 
Committee on Engineering anH 

Construction. 

ms. McDonald presented 

Negative recommendation, it was 

Bill No. 2172 

three-three at the preliminary vote. Is 
there a motion at this point? Councilman 
Hertzberg. 

Report of the Committee on Housing, 
Economic Development and Promotion 
for June 14, 1995, transmitting sundry 
resolutions to Council. 

Mr. Hertzberg; 

Thank you. I am going to make a 
motion to recommit 

Which was read, received and filed. 

The Chain 

Also, with a NEGATIVE 

recommendation. 

Is there a second to recommit 

Bill No. 2010 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 228, effective 
March 19, 1993, as amended by 

Resolution No. 366, effective April 29, 
1993, by Resolution No. 1056, effective 

Second on the recommittal with 
discussion. 









The Chain 

With discussion. Councilman 
Ricciardi. 

Mr. Ricciardi: 

Well, obviously I think the entire 
Picket Fence Program is sort of wavering 
and it is probably up in the air, 1 am not 
sure it has the full support of this Council. 
I am going to support recommittal for only 
one reason, because it is not a full 
complement of this body today, but it is 
the last time 1 am going to vote for 
recommittal, it is either going to fail or 
pass on its own merits. Again, I am going 
to support it because there are a few 
Councilmembers who are not here and I 
really do not know how they would vote 
either way. Thank you. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

I think there is room for 
compromise here on this measure. I think- 
that the goals of the Members of Council 
that have been voting against thi< and the 
goals of the Mayor's Office can all be 
reached and we just need a little more time 
to get it together and 1 think we will be 
able to reach a compromise on this and 
hopefully everyone’s interest will be 
covered. And, that is why I have made the 
motion to recommit 

The Chair: 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Yes. I will be supporting the 
motion to reco mmi t Again, the full 
complement of the Council is not here and 


I think that it would be prudent with such a 
highly debatable bill that they all be here 
to be able to vote. And besides, Sal 
Siiabella told me he really wanted to come 
back and debate with us the Picket Fence 
Program. Thank you. 

Mr. O’Connor 

Can’t wait to see him back. 

The Chain 

Councilman Udin. 

Mr.Udin: 

Yes. I would also support the 
motion to recommit I have been assured 
by the personnel in the Personnel Office of 
the presence of an expectation of at least a 
thousand summer jobs, and that was one 
of my primary concerns, and 1 feel much 
more comfortable about the possibility of 
supporting this measure providing we get 
some assurance that there is some caring 
of the lots and not just putting up of picket 
fences. 

The Chain 

Any other discussion? 
Councilwoman McDonald. 

Ms. McDonald: 

My comments to be brought 
forward, please. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 
The Chain 

Thank you. Would the Clerk 
please call the roll on reco mmi ttal 


The ayes and noes were taken 

agreeably to law, and were: 

City of Pittsburgh - Residential Land 

Reserve Fund (residential construction).” 

Ayes: 

Which was read. 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Udin 

Mr. O'Connor Mr. Onorato 

Also, 

Bill No. 2074 

AYES 6 NOES none 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in the affirmative, the 
motion was approved. 

approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and Better 
Block Development Corporation for the 
sale of property in the 13th Ward of the 
City of Pittsburgh, Residential Land 

The Chair: 

Reserve Fund (residential construction).” 

The bill is recommitted. And, now 
will the Clerk read the remaining bills. 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

Also, with an affirmative recommendation, 


Bill No 2072 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? Discussion, Councilman Udin. 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing a 1995 Cooperation 

Agreement or Agreements with the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh 
providing for the transfer of funds in the 
amount of S80,013.56 from the Authority 
to the City to fund Community 
Development Corporations.” 

Mr. Udin: 

Yes, I would just like to have my 
comments from the previous meeting 
brought forward on Bill No. 2073. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

Also, 

Any other discussion? 

Councilwoman McDonald. 

Bill No. 2073 

Ms. McDonald: 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
approving execution of a Disposition 
Contract by and between URA and Hill 
Community Development Corporation for 
the sale of property in the 5th Ward of the 

Yes, I would just like to again 
congratulate the CDCs for the 
developments that are going on in the Hill 
and in Homewood, they are wonderful. 




And, I would also like to have my 
comments brought forward on Bill 2074. 

(REMARKS - SEE ADDENDUM) 

The Chain 

Thank you. Any other discussion? 
Hearing none, the bills are now ready for 
final action. All in favor of the passage of 
the bills will vote “aye” when their names 
are called; all opposed will vote “no” The 
Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Udin 

Mr. O’Connor Mr. Onorato 

AYES 6 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finall y. 

MR. O’CONNOR PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2173 

Report of the Committee on Lands, 
Buildings and Procurement for June 14, 
1995, transmitting two resolutions to 
Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affir mative recommendation. 
Bill No. 2076 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
providing for the leasing of space located 
at 1165 McKinney Lane, 20th Ward, 
from Kossman Development Company, 
for the purpose of establishing a 
Community Oriented Police mini station 
for a 2 year period, at no cost to the City. 
The City will assume the cost of utilities, 
not to exceed S50.00 per month.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2079 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 47 of 1994 to 
increase the cost of the agreements for 
cable consulting services to Fifty-Seven 
Thousand Two Hundred Thirty 
($57,230.00) Dollars, chargeable to and 
payable from the Community 
Communications Trust Fund (CCTF), 
Department of General Services, Bureau 
of Cable Communications.” 

Which was read. 

The Chain 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Ayes: 


Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 



Ms. McDonald Mr. Udin 

Mr. O’Connor Mr. Onoralo 

AYES 6 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

MR. HERTZBERG FOR MR. COHEN 
PRESENTED 

BHl No. 2174 

Report of the Committee on Public Safety 
Services for June 14, 1995, transmitting 
sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with an affirmati ve recommendation, 

BUI No. 2102 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing and directing the City 
Controller to create a special trust fund to 
be designated as the Mounted Police Trust 
Fund (MPTF) for the deposit of monies 
from various sources, including grants and 
donations, for the operation of the 
Mounted Police Program and authorizing 
the use of monies deposited into said trust 
fund to cover any and all eligible expenses 
for the development and operation of the 
Mounted Police Program.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BUI No. 2103 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Director of the Department 


of Public Safety to purchase horses for the 

Mounted Police Program. The individual 
purchase price of a horse may not exceed 
$3,000” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

BiU No. 2104 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor and the Director of 
General Services, the Chief of the Bureau 
of Emergency Medical Services and the 
Director of City Information Services, to 
advertise for proposals, award and enter 
into an Agreements) and/or Contracts) or 
use existing Agreements) and/or 
Contracts) for the purchase of software, 
m a int enance and related equipment for 
computerized tripsheets for amb ulance at 
a cost not to exceed One Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($100,000), chargeable 
to and payable from Department of 
General Services, Code Account 03-30- 
01-0001-95, Miscellaneous Equipment.” 

Which was read. 

The Chair: 

You have heard the reading and 
titles of the bills, is there any discussion on 
the bills? 

Hearing none, the bills are now 
ready for final action. All in favor of the 
passage of the bills will vote “aye” when 
their names are called; all opposed will 
vote “no”. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 





Ayes: 


Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Udin 

Mr. O’Connor Mr. Onorato 

AYES 6 NOES none 

The bills having received the 
legally required number of votes are 
passed finally. 

The Chain 

And, finally, the Committee on 
Engineering and Construction, Mr. Cusick, 
Chairman, Mr. Hertzberg for Mr. Cusick. 

Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. Chair. 

The Chain 

T hank you, Mr. Hertzberg. And, 
we have the companion bills, there are 
three of them, that have negative 
recommendations. 

MR. HERTZBERG FOR MR. CUSICK 
PRESENTED 

Bill No. 2175 

Report of the Committee on Engineering 
and Construction for June 14, 1995, 
transmitting sundry resolutions to Council. 

Which was read, received and filed. 

Also, with a NEGATIVE 
recommendation. 


A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 303, effective 
April 6, 1987, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
contract or contracts for the repair of 
sidewalks and other work incidental 
thereto in various communities operated 
by the Housing Authority of the City of 
Pittsburgh,’ by decreasing the total project 
allocation by $19,669.50 from 

$300,000.00 to $280,330.50.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2006 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution No. 667, effective 
August 17, 1989, entitled, ‘Providing for a 
contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts for sidewalk replacement at 
various locations maintained by the 
Housing Authority, including, but not 
limited to St Clair Village,’ by decreasing 
the total project allocation by $127,537.56 
fiom $225,000.00 to $97,462.44.” 

Which was read. 

Also, 

Bill No. 2007 

A Resolution entitled, “Resolution 
amending Resolution #901, effective 
October 9, 1991, entitled, ‘Provi ding for a 
contract or contracts, or use of existing 
contracts, for sidewalk replacement at 
various locations maintained by the 
Housing Authority; including but not 
limited to Garfield Heights,’ by decreasing 
the total project allocation by $50,144.45 
fiom $125,000.00 to $74,855.55, 
chargeable to and payable fiom Code 
Account CDEC 90-36.” 


Bill No. 2004 



Which was read. 


Mr. Hertzberg: 

Mr. O’Connon 

Motion to recommit 

I just want to mention we have a 
televised post agenda concerning the 

MS. McDONALD seconded the motion. 

Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority’s 
rate increase following this meeting. 

The Chain 

The Chain 

Roll call vote on the recommittal. 

Immediately following. 

The ayes and noes were taken 
agreeably to law, and were: 

Any other motions or resolutions? 

Ayes: 

Can we have a motion to excuse 
the absent Members. 

Mr. Hertzberg Mr. Ricciardi 

Ms. McDonald Mr. Udin 

Mr. O’Connor Mr. Onorato 

MS. McDONALD moved to excuse Mr. 
Cusick and Mr. Ferlo, Pres’t, for absence 
from the meeting. 

AYES 6 NOES none 

MR. HERTZBERG seconded the 
motion. 

And a majority of the votes of 
Council being in die affirmative, the 
motion was approved. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The Chain 

The Chain 


All three bills are recommitted 
with the previous bill, and all four bills 
relate to the Picket Fence Program that 
will be on tomorrow’s agenda. 

And, do we have a motion to 
adjourn. 

And on the motion of MR. 
HERTZBERG 

We now move to Motions and 
Resolutions. Any motions or resolutions 
at this time? 

Council adjourned. 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 


The Chair: 


Councilman O’Connor. 





(BEGINNING - MS. lEDCNHED'S COMMENTS ON BUL NO. 2112, 
NEENESOKT, JOSE 14, 1995) 

Ms. McDonald: 


In hearing that these four black female officers are being 
used as an exanple and to also kno* that there is sane type of 
discrepancies, that there is a notion of defensibiiity biilt of 
what had > w n» n eri and no concrete evidence. Again, if this gets 
to co urt it's going to be a debate so I have a problem with that 
and I was very taken aback when I see in thepaper that any 
employee who is under any type of contract, F.O.P. or ary kind 
of union, there is a right to a due p roce ss is available to 
employees and as soon they found out that there was sane 
discrepancy I read in the paper they are going to be fired. I 
naiigH the Ackninistratian and said, "Excuse me, do all you fixe 
people just because you find something?" They sai d , "No, we 
don't know how it got in the paper." So I'm having a real 
problem With things like this h a ppening still seeing sane 
officers yfr fring away with using abusive forces against mariy 
residents, money disappearing. Drugs — there are all kinds of 
things and I am not saying the police farce, I'm saying just a 
few officers and I'm having a hard time like ny fella* 

Toagntag p yyk>r s fjinding why this wasn't investigated more 
thoroughly. There needs to be fairness and equity. 1 agree 
with Mr. Eteri© if it's $1.00 it needs to be i nv es t igated so I'm 
having difficulty understanding this. 

I am not going to vote against this bill because this gives 
back the pe*i" sp n who was missing $800.00. I'm not going to hold 
their money back because that was due them. I feel bad that 
have to go about it legislatively and award him something that 
should have been his all along but at the same time I vxjuld hope 
that we would have possibly sane type of meeting in which vre can 
discuss sane of our concerns. 

(END OF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARS’ ANNE HRUSKA 


1048 



( BE GINNING - MR. DOIN'S OCMiENTS Cfl bttj. NO. 2073, WECMSSDHT, 
JUNE 14, 1995) 

Mr. Udin: 

This is apparently a group of currently vacant lots that 
you are planning to enter into a c ontract, with the Hill 
Ccnxnunity Development C orporat ion to cons tru c t housing in the 
area of Wylie and Trent and Davenport and can you tell me 
something about who you anticipate would be moving into or are 
eligible to access that housing? 


Mr. Birru: 

fliis is a welcome to you Councilman Udin. 

We have been working with the Hill Conmmity Development 
Corpor a tion far about three years to assemble sides on Wylie 
both for rental units and also for sale units. By the time we 
are done we plan to c onstruct about 48 units. Eighteen will be 
for sale and 30 will be rental and they will be available for 
diff e re nt i n come ranges. 

On the sale side we have obtained the amount of funding 
where can provide additional gr ant s of $15,000.00 to bring 
the price down so we can nlake it affordable to the incane range 
of $15,000.00 and even p ossibly a little bit lower. 


Mr. Udin: 

Haw much would the sale houses be going for? 


Mr. Birru: 

The sale price is anywhere between $80,000.00 to 
$100,000-00 and that is a price and then we provide what we rail 
a def e rred mortgage which will bring the price down by up to 50 
percent for qualified heme buyers. 


Mr. Udin: 

With the Nehaniah and the def e rred mortgage about how much 
family incane, what might be the minimum amount of total family 
incane that people may be eligible far to purchase a house? 


Mr. Birru: 


About $15,000-00- 
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Mr. Udin: 

The rental hone, who will be the owners of the rental 
development? 


Mr. Bixru: 

The owner will be the Hill Canmmity Development 
C or poration. 


Mr. Udin: 


Will there be a me t hod to try to see to it that Hill 
District residents have sane kind of priority ar assist in being 
able to get access to this? 

Mr. Birru: 

Yes. Wte are careful the way we do it but what the Hill CDC 
does and wny other CDCs in Pittsburgh what they do is market 
their units to people within their cwn ccnnunities and in the 
win District I think they have done a wo nd er f u l job in terms of 
fanning potential buyers ahead of time from within the 
canmmity. ntey have taken them to credit counseling to make 
sure that their credit will be fine by the time they buy the 
houses and they have to go through a nu m be r of educ a t i o nal 
p rr c es ses far them to be aware that to be hon e tuyers the need 
for a down payment, there will be time to save far a dcwn 
payment to buy the house. Basically it's a question of hw you 
nerket it and that is how you bring the benefits to people in 
the ccnnunity. 

Mr. Udin: 

I don't want to do anything that would not be legal tut as 
long as it works out so that this is a project where the 
existing ccnnunity is benefiting and being developed and not 
being displaced. I certainly do s u pport this kind of housing 
development and certainly the Hill District does need it because 
it's long overdue and I contend you at the URA. and the Hill CBC 
for the work they are doing in development housing in the Hill 
District. Thank you. 
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Mr. Bimi: 


In the previous programs the Hill CDC has been able to 
attract mostly people from the Hill District with their own 
development. 


Mr. Udin: 

Thank you. 

(END CF COMMENTS) 

PREPARED BY: MARY ANNE HRDSKA 
SIENOTYPE REPORTER 
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(BEGINNING - MS- JHCNHLD'S CCMMEN35 ON BILL NO- 2074, 

WECNESDMT, JONE 14, 1995) 

Ms. McDonald: 

T*nc is also goo d news in the area of Hanewood. ^ I will 
pass these down so people will see sane of the b eautif ul 
ftou oimpnpTTti - Uiese are the plan s and in the we have 

rarnp Washington wto is Executive Director and Treasurer of 
Operation Better Block who has spearheaded this. It has been an 
ongoing endeavor for over nine years to be able to build 
single-family cfcellings in the heart of Hanewood South. She has 
the ar l" 11 * 1 rendering of what is the hones will look like. ^ Ag ain 
I am pleased to see this and groundbreaking is scheduled for 
June 30th at 1 P.M. at the comer of Hamilton and Tioga Street. 

(iff TWTg POINT I WAS TEMPORARILY RELIEVED BT HELEN L. KRIEEEL) 

(CCHEINQED CN NE2T PACT WITH NO LOSS CF OOKESP) 

MARS' ATOE HRUSKA 
STENUfS P E REPORTER 
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(COMMENTS CONTINUED - Jane 14, 1995) ' 

Ms. McDonald: 

The first six units — I hate to can than 
"units" because they are single family dwellings. So 
these hones will be finished, hopefully crwrp\*ttxi by 
Dec e n ter of this year. 

I want to ccmnant, I talked with Miss 
Washington the other day and she had expressed grief, to 
put it mildly, of the headline that actually highligh ts 
this whole development. When I read it, X happened to 
be on a plane; Try staff makes me copies because I can't 
do the paper thing. And I read that and I thought, "Oh, 
ny God. The URA is getting into the drug market." 

That's initially what I had seen, "DRA Targets Drug 
Market." I an thinking, "What is Birru doing?" 

But to clarify to the public, this area has 
been blighted, but through the efforts of s ome of the 
c ontainit y residents. Miss Washington spearheading who 
whole development in this area. Miss Diane Swann happens 
to be a connamity organizer and has been instrumental in 
the Rosedale Block Cluster, which is a different 
organization, in helping to clean up that area of the 
drugs. You will find that when you go through it is not 
nearly — not nearly, not nearly at all — what it was. 
In fact, you can walk through it and feel safe. So I 
c c rnnen d the efforts. And, Dr. Birru, if you would have 
anything to add to this? 


Mr. Birru: 


You have said it all. I think it is be y o nd 
housing development. The area has been plagued with 
drug trafficking in the past. With the efforts of Diane 
&?ann and Carrie Washington, that area hag definitely 
inproved. The youth center that was developed by the 
Rosedale Cluster where City Council provided sane 
funding in the past has really boosted the im ag e of that 
area. These housing units will definitely cure the 
problem. 

Ms. McDonald: 

Thank you. This is not the first project they 
have undertaken with building new single family 
dwellings, as such. 

(END OF REMARKS.) 

Transcribed by: Helen L. Kriebel, Stenotype Reporter 
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